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CHROMOGENIC TEST KIT FOR
DETECTING HEALTH CONDITIONS IN

SALIVA
CROSS REFERENCE
[0001] None
FEDERALLY SPONSORED RESEARCH

[0002] None

SEQUENCE LISTING OR PROGRAM
[0003] None

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
[0004] 1. Field of Invention
[0005] This invention relates to a device and method for the

collection and analysis of human and animal saliva in order to
diagnose diseases. disorders and health conditions.
[0006] 2. Prior Art

1. Saliva is a Reliable Indicator of Disease, Disorders and
Health Conditions

[0007] A number of methods have been developed for reli-
ably identifying diseases, disorders and health conditions
using normal lab analysis of subject saliva:

[0008] (a) Canadian Patent No. 2,558,666 shows a method
for detecting biomarkers in saliva, employing high-density
oligonucleotide microassay in a laboratory setting. In particu-
lar, the method addresses the detection of oral cavity and
Oropharyngeal squamous cell carcinoma. U.S. Pat. No.
6,670,141 shows a method for detecting the presence of a
panel of salivary biomarkers statistically indicative of breast
cancer in women. The test is performed in a lab. U.S. Pat. No.
6,102,872 shows a method for determining the subject’s
blood glucose level—a primary indicator in the management
of diabetes. The measurement is made by performing a
chemical analysis of the glucose level in the subject’s saliva.
U.S. Pat. No. 5,914,271 shows a method for determining the
fertile period in a female by monitoring the calcium and
magnesium concentrations present in saliva during the three-
to-five day period immediately prior to ovulation. Standard
laboratory analysis of the saliva is implied.

[0009] (b) In one method, a normal laboratory analysis of
the saliva in a reagent changes the color of the reagent: U.S.
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Pat. No. 5,858,796 shows a method for analyzing saliva in a
reagent containing FE3+, chloride ions and multi-atom alco-
hol. The process indicates the presence of diabetes, disorders
of the pancreas, initial stages of hypertonic disease, and
hypertension by color change in the reagent itself. A reference
chart of colors and the conditions they indicate is part of the
method.

[0010] (c) In one method, the presence of an infectious
disease is reliably detected through spectrophotometric or
chemical analysis: U.S. Pat. No. 5,686,237 shows a method of
detecting the presence of infectious and non-infectious agents
from an analysis of biomarkers in human and animal saliva.
The method uses incubation combined with analysis to deter-
mine exposure to pesticides and hazardous agents, and then
compares the observed levels to baseline data for relevant
controlled populations.

[0011] (d) At least one method uses an image of the crystal
structure of dried saliva to detect the presence of a specific
condition: U.S. Pat. No. 5,572,370 shows a method of detect-
ing the fertile period for a woman by examining the crystal
structure of saliva on a slide. The method employs equipment
for depositing saliva on a slide, and then, after the saliva has
dried and crystallized, magnifying the image and comparing
it to known crystal structures that are indicative of fertility.
[0012] (e) Several methods have been developed to identify
diseases by conjugating laboratory-developed antigens to
biomarkers found in saliva that have a known correlation to
the existence of those conditions: U.S. Pat. No. 5,695,930
shows a solid phase immunoassay method for detecting HIV
antibodies in saliva. The method includes causing the HIV
P17 protein antigen in saliva to conjugate with an antibody,
which in turn conjugates to a reporter molecule, with the
result that there is a color change in the liquid reactants. U.S.
Pat. No. 5,792,605 shows a method for detecting the Hepatitis
A virus in saliva with 99% sensitivity using an ELISA assay.
Both patents require filtering and washing of the saliva
sample using traditional laboratory equipment.

[0013] Itis well known that human and animal saliva pre-
sents a rich supply of biomarkers from which diseases, dis-
orders and other health conditions can be inferred. (Theime et
al, 1992, Parry, et al, 1987, Kharchenko, 1992) Table 1 shows
the diseases can be detected this way, along with references to
supporting research.

TABLE 1

Diseases for which saliva has been shown to be a reliable indicator.

Affected (Deaths)
Disease/Condition  Annual, Worldwide Notes Reference
Avian Flu®” 2 Billion (100 M) Pandemic likely in next 5 years. 31,32,33
Malaria® 500 Million (2 M) Rising again. Most victims are children 1
Hepatitis B 350 Million (103K) Most common infectious disease. 2,3
Depression‘® 240 Million (400K) Regulate medication. Most common mental illness. 34, 35, 36
Hepatitis C 180 Million (53K) Most cases, even chronic, are asymptomatic. 2,3
Diabetes™ 171 Million (3 M) 18-20% of people over 60 are affected. 4,5,6
Schistosomiasis® 120 Million (44K) 20 million suffer severely from flukeworm. 7,8
Dengue Fever™ 50 Million (150K) Asia and Africa, mosquite borne, rarely fatal. 9,10,11
HIV/AIDS®™ 33 Million (2.1 M) Fatal, incurable, not transmited thru saliva. 12,13, 14
Measles®™ 30 Million (500K) Still prevalent in developing countries. 15,16
Pneumonia®” 20 Million (4 M) Leads to otitis media (6M) and meningitis 29,30
Strep Throat® 15 Million 3 M) Symptoms often confused with flu. 17,18
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TABLE 1-continued
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Diseases for which saliva has been shown to be a reliable indicator.

Affected (Deaths)
Disease/Condition  Annual, Worldwide Notes Reference
Tuberculosis® 15 Million (2M) 1 billion infected in next 10 years (WHO) 19,20
Typhoid® 15 Million (600K) Spread thru infected food, water. 21
Leishmaniasis® 12 Million (51K) Sandfly disease, infected people prone to relapse. 22
Influenza®™ 5 Million (400K) 20,000 deaths in US every year. 31,32,33
Rotavirus® 2 Million (840K) Kills 600,000 children/yr in developing countries. 23,24
Hepatitis A® 1.4 Million Highly contagious. 2,3
Meningitis'®” 1.2 Million (173K) Worldwide. Bacterial is more lethal. 25,26
= virus,
B bacteria,
@)= parasite,
©= chemical

2. Methods and Devices for Saliva Analysis

[0014] Although this research continues to demonstrate the
reliability of saliva as an indicator of disease, disorders and
health conditions, most current methods employ laboratory
procedures which would be impossible to replicate in the field
or in the privacy of the home. (i) Access to salivais not always
easy. Patients may be unable to produce saliva, or for personal
reasons may be unwilling or unable to spit. (ii) The volume of
saliva gathered may not be sufficient to support the traditional
laboratory analysis, or the analyte may be too diluted to be
detected. (iii) Saliva may contain particulates, large mol-
ecules, and proteins that impede collection and interfere with
analysis. (iv) The saliva itself may be contagious and present
a danger to others, including the health workers. This is
particularly true in the case of the H5N1 virus. (v) Most
processes used for analyzing saliva involve incubation over
several days under controlled temperatures, and employ cen-
trifuges, microscopes, gas chromatography equipment and
microprocessors. Current saliva diagnostic procedures usu-
ally require that the sample be flown to a laboratory, with the
associated risk of loss of confidentiality, sample degradation
and mix-up. Results are often not available for days.

[0015] As a result, in spite of its promise as a diagnostic
medium, saliva is difficult to analyze in those settings where
immediate diagnosis is most crucial, such as in a rural health
survey, an epidemic, a medical emergency, or in the midst of
a chemical or biological attack. In the case of contagious
diseases, for example, the opportunity to identify, quarantine
and treat the infectious person or animal immediately is lost
because of the days consumed in laboratory processing. In the
case of routine health maintenance functions such as testing
for blood sugar, pregnancy, HIV/AIDS, or medication levels,
saliva offers a reliable, real time, non-invasive indicator, but
the equipment and skills required to complete the prevalent
analysis are beyond the reach of the normal person.

[0016] Many attempts have been made to address these
issues: (a) A number of methods and devices address the
process of swabbing the mouth with a sponge or pad and then
extracting the saliva: U.S. Pat. No. 5,714,341 shows how the
saliva sample can be put in contact with a chromogenic sub-
strate to determine sample sufficiency. U.S. Pat. No. 4,817,
632 shows how a saliva swab or sponge can be enveloped in
a porous membrane to exclude particulates and large mol-
ecules of no diagnostic interest. U.S. Pat. No. 5,981,300
shows how the swab can be treated with a pH measurement
agent so that it will change color immediately when the

patient being tested is at risk for tooth decay. U.S. Pat. No.
5,103,836 shows that the swab or sponge can be made to
absorb more saliva by treating it in advance with a hypertonic
solution. U.S. Pat. No. 4,418,702 shows how saliva can be
absorbed by a swab and then squeezed onto a slide using a
barrel-piston device.

[0017] (b) U.S. Pat. No. 6,022,326 describes a method of
collection in which the patient aspirates into a tube and the
saliva is collected from a special chamber.

[0018] (c) U.S. Pat. No. 5,935,864 describes a device by
which saliva is drawn by capillary action into an analysis
chamber where it is exposed to test strips that will indicate the
potential for tooth decay.

[0019] (d) U.S. Pat. No. 4,774,962 describes a chewable
material which collects the patient’s saliva. The saliva is then
extracted from the chewable material by centrifuge. U.S. Pat.
No. 5,910,122 describes a nipple-shaped device which is
chewed by the patient such that the saliva is collected into an
attached chamber for subsequent laboratory analysis.

[0020] (e) U.S. Pat. No. 6,960,179 describes a portable
device for examining the crystal structure of the saliva in
order to determine the time of ovulation. U.S. Pat. No. 5,572,
370 shows how microprocessor-based image analysis soft-
ware can be used to similarly evaluate the crystal structure in
saliva.

[0021] () U.S. Pat. No. 6,061,586 shows how electrolysis
can be applied to saliva and the results analyzed by a micro-
processor. The method is specifically intended to measure the
level of lithium and other chemical components normally
found in psychotropic drugs.

[0022] (g) U.S. Pat. No. 5,858,796 shows how a saliva
sample can be quickly assayedina solutionofironorchloride
ions, causing it to turn color, indicating diabetes, disorders of
the pancreas, initial stages of hypertonic disease, diabetes
SD2, or hypertension.

[0023] None of these devices and methods for analyzing
saliva address the problem of timeliness. In the case of the
Avian flu, infected persons are contagious for several days
before exhibiting any symptoms, even though a test of their
saliva would reliably indicate their condition. This means that
infected persons will remain undiagnosed, able to travel
freely and infect others. It also means that antivirals, which
could be very effective at the onset of the disease, may be too
late by the time the normal diagnosis is confirmed.

[0024] Nor do the solutions already proposed address the
problem of handling contagious material. In the case of a flu
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virus, and particularly in the case of H5N1, the primary means
ofhuman-to-human contagion is the distribution of salivaand
expectorate. Most ofthe current procedures for collecting and
analyzing saliva involve transportation and handling of the
saliva by multiple health workers, using expensive laboratory
analysis that would not normally be possible in the poor and
densely populated areas where infections like HIV/AIDS,
Hepatitis, Tuberculosis and the flu spread most rapidly.
[0025] While solutions have been offered that use the
immunoassay process to bind antigens to biomarkers of vari-
ous diseases, they still rely on time consuming laboratory
processes to determine the results of the diagnosis. None, to
our knowledge, offer the further step of binding the antigen/
biomarker molecule to reporting molecules on achromogenic
panel so that the results of the assay can be seen quickly,
without electricity, refrigeration or laboratory equipment.
This improvement is crucial in identifying and isolating
infected individuals in a rural setting, and in containing flu-
like diseases which do not exhibit symptoms in their early,
highly infectious stages.

3. Chromogenic Processes Employed in the Detection of
Disease

[0026] Several methods have been developed that use the
resonance energy transfer reaction to detect the presence of
specific animal proteins in living animals. Such chromogenic
processes, per se, are not the subject of this invention—which
is a device and method for accommodating a wide range of
biochemical reactions which cause an indicator medium to
change in color or luminescence. But these prior inventions
show that chromogenic processes in general, and resonance
energy transfer in particular, have become well known labo-
ratory tools.

[0027] (a) US. Patent Application No. 20070077609
describes a chain of proteins and antigens that effectively
capture energy produced as a function of protein/protein
interaction, and discharge that energy in the form of light.
This patent describes the use of the Renilla luciferase with a
fluorescent protein to determine protein interactions.

[0028] (b) U.S. Patent Application No. 20080057497,
describes a method for capturing and amplifying the biolu-
minescence of certain resonance energy transfer reactions in
order to enable their detection by electronic scanners and
CCD arrays. This invention describes antibodies conjugated
to antibodies and using those antibodies to detect levels of
antigen of DNA in a sample. It also describes using differ-
ently colored labels to detect multiple antigens in the same
sample.

[0029] (c) U.S. Pat. No. 5,518,887, describes a laboratory
method for measuring the presence of an analyte by using
antibodies. In some cases the reaction is measured by the
extent to which the incubated sample changes color.

[0030] (d) U.S. Pat. No. 4,824,784, describes the use of a
chromogenic agent, in combination with enzymes and anti-
bodies, to measure the presence of a particular antibody such
as might result from a disease, disorder or health condition.
This patent expired Nov. 9, 2007.

[0031] While each of these patents extends the chromoge-
nic tools available in a laboratory, none incorporate a device
and method for performing such chromogenic diagnostics in
the field where the detection of disease could have the greatest
impact.

SUMMARY

[0032] The invention described here includes a device and
method for completing an analysis of filtered, size-selected
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saliva, and for presenting the results of that analysis minutes
later in a simple, visual manner.

[0033] The deviceis a test kit for field and home use which
includes (a) a reservoir for the collection of saliva; (b) one or
more analytic sponges containing the chemistry by which the
analysis is performed, and (c) a chromogenic panel attached
to each sponge which reports the results of the analysis in
visual form.

[0034] Themethod of the invention is (a) gather a sample of
saliva into the reservoir. (b) Fold the sponges into the reser-
voir. When the saliva comes in contact with the antigens in the
sponge or sponges, the analysis will cause the biomarkers for
which the test kit has been configured to become attached to
the chromogenic panel. (¢) When the reaction is complete, a
visible pattern will appear on the surface of the chromogenic
panel indicating the presence of the biomarker in the
saliva—a virus, a protein, bacteria, metabolites or chemicals
which alone or together indicate the presence of the disease,
disorder or condition.

[0035] The advantages of the device and method described
here are (a) the device is simpler to use and less expensive
than the laboratory analysis equipment customarily relied
upon for saliva analysis, and as a result it can be widely
deployed in rural areas and epidemic situations. (b) The chro-
mogenic panel and the method of binding the antigen/biom-
arker molecules to reporting molecules on the panel make it
possible to see the results of the analysis on site, within
minutes.

DRAWINGS—REFERENCE NUMERALS

[0036] 10—Test kit cover

[0037] 11— Test kit support

[0038] 12— Reservoir

[0039] 13— Transparent sheet

[0040] 14—Strip of sealing adhesive

[0041] 15—Chromogenic panel

[0042] 16—Analytic sponge

[0043] 17—Size excluding membrane

[0044] 18—Biomarker antigen

[0045] 19—Saliva

[0046] 20—Absorbent tissue

[0047] 21— Particulate

[0048] 22—Saliva antigen

[0049] 23—Biomarker

[0050] 24—Biomarker and biomarker antigen

[0051] 25—Saliva antigen and reporter molecule

[0052] 26—Saliva reporting molecule—luminescent

[0053] 27—Biomarker reporting molecule—luminescent
DRAWINGS

[0054] FIG.1is anoverview of the invention in its preferred

embodiment, showing the basic elements of the device before
the saliva is deposited in the reservoir.

[0055] FIG. 2 is an illustration of the resonance energy
transference process by which the energy generated during
the conjugation ofthe biomarker and the biomarker antigen is
transferred to the reporter molecule and then discharged as
visible light.

[0056] FIG. 3 is a cross section of the sponge and the
reservoir before the diagnostic analysis begins. The saliva
sample (19) or the absorbent tissue containing the saliva (20)
is placed in the reservoir. The analytic sponges (16), each with
a chromogenic panel (15) and encased in a size-excluding
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membrane (17) are lowered into the reservoir and the trans-
parent sheet (13) is sealed to the lip of the reservoir with the
exposed sealing strip (14).

[0057] FIG. 4 is a cross section of the sponge and the
reservoir during the second stage of'the process. The action of
sealing the reservoir pushes the saliva (19) up through the
membrane (17) into each sponge (16), excluding large mol-
ecules and particulates (21). The sponge configured to detect
the presence of the disease, disorder or health condition is
imbued with antigens (18) designed to bind with a particular
biomarker (23), usually a protein molecule indicative of a
particular infection, disease or health condition. The sponge
designed to detect saliva is imbued with antigens (22)
designed to react in the presence saliva.

[0058] FIG.5isacross section of the reservoir and sponges
in the third stage of the process when the antigens bind to their
target molecules. In the biomarker sponge, the F 5 end of the
biomarker antigen becomes attached to the biomarker mol-
ecule (24). In the sponge configured to test for saliva, the
saliva antigen (22) binds to molecules characteristic of saliva.
[0059] FIG. 6is a cross section of the reservoir and sponges
in the final stage of the process when the antigens in both the
saliva and the biomarker sponges become attached to the
chromogenic layer and trigger the resonance energy transfer
process. Inthe biomarker sponge, the F .end of the biomarker
antigen binds to the reporter molecule on the chromogenic
panel. (15) In the saliva sponge, the saliva antigen binds to the
saliva reporting molecule on the chromogenic panel. (15) The
heightened level of energy created by light, by an enzyme
action, or by the particular chemistry of the sponge is now
transferred from the antigen to the reporter molecule, which
discharges the energy in the form of visible light. (26, 27)
[0060] FIG.7showshow the color of the sponge or sponges
can be used to indicate a number of diagnoses. In a nine-
sponge matrix, for example, sponges may be designed to
report in Pattern A where the central sponges in the array test
for a single biomarker while the corner sp,,, es test only for
the presence of saliva, and provide a confirming indication
that the test is complete, even when the results are negative.
[0061] Some sponges may test for particular levels of con-
centration. In Pattern B, sponges with a lower affinity of the
antigen for the biomarker produce a lower level of reaction
and therefore present fainter colors.

[0062] In Pattern C, three sets of sponges may test for three
different conditions, and in Pattern D a test for a single con-
dition may be supported by four different tests for co-occur-
ring conditions that support the diagnosis. In combination,
this array of sponges gives the test kit a degree of redundancy
and sensitivity as well as range.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION—PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

[0063] In the preferred embodiment the device is a simple,
disposable packet (FIG. 1) including a plastic reservoir 1
centimeter deep and 4 centimeters square (12) set in a card-
board and foam core block (11) with a matchbook cover (10).
A transparent sheet (13) is bound into the kit to which is
attached a group of nine analytic sponges (16), each inte-
grated with a transparent chromogenic panel (15), and all
encased in a size-excluding membrane (17) to keep out large
molecules and particulate. Before use, the sponges are pro-
tected from the air by a sheet of impermeable foil that is
removed and discarded at the time of the test. Removing the
protective foil also exposes a sealing strip of adhesive (14)
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around the perimeter of the sponges. When the test is com-
plete, the results are visible through the transparent sheet.
[0064] A separate saliva absorbing tissue included in the kit
is made of a size-excluding polysaccharide matrix embedded
with pilocarpine and a saliva indicator. The crystallized pilo-
carpine dissolves on the tongue and stimulates salivation. The
saliva is absorbed by the fibers of the tissue while particles of
a certain size are excluded. When the saliva reacts with the
saliva indicator, the color of the tissue changes to indicate that
a sufficient sample of saliva has been absorbed.

[0065] Each of the nine sponges is one centimeter square
and about 0.5 centimeters thick when fully saturated with
saliva. (FIG. 2) Each sponge is encased in a size-excluding
membrane designed to permit molecules the size of the biom-
arker or smaller, while excluding larger molecules and par-
ticulates. The top of'each sponge is attached to a chromogenic
panel—a thin film that in turn is attached to the transparent
sheet.

[0066] In manufacturing and distributing the device, test
kits are configured to detect a specific disease, disorder or
health condition. Detecting chemistry is chosen from many
available chromogenic processes, some patented, and the
analytic sponges are prepared with antigens and reporting
molecules appropriate to the detecting task. For example, a flu
version of the device might be configured with chemistry and
reporting molecules appropriate to detecting the protein anti-
bodies present in the saliva of a person with the flu. Another
version of the kit may be configured with very different chem-
istry to detect the presence of metabolites indicating high
blood sugar. The specific detecting chemistry and design of
the reporting molecules are not within the scope of this inven-
tion.

[0067] In a test kit designed to identify a single condition
such as the flu, five center sponges perform redundant tests
for the same biomarker, providing multiple positive readings.
The four corner sponges test for the presence of saliva,
thereby providing a control indicating that the test is com-
plete. Ina kit designed to test for three conditions, such as the
three common childhood diseases, malaria, rotavirus and
measles, each row provides redundant indication of the
appropriate biomarkers. In testing for the level of blood sugar,
lithium or alcohol, the sponges can be designed to report
different levels of concentration. In some difficult to diagnose
situations, a primary cross of five sponges may be supple-
mented by four sponges testing for co-indications that may
support the diagnosis. In this way test kits can be developed
for health surveys specific to a particular region, bioterrorism
assessment, accident documentation (alcohol, controlled
substances, psychotropic drugs), and epidemic controls.
[0068] The method employs a class of chromogenic reac-
tions that may vary in their specific chemistry, but which have
in common the general behavior that when an antigen binds to
its target—a protein molecule or a metabolite, for example—
the resulting molecule discharges the excess energy in the
form of light. Resonance energy transference (FIG. 2), as it is
called, may be stimulated by infrared light (the Forster Reso-
nance Energy Transfer—FRET), by a chemical reaction
(CRET), or by an enzyme reaction (BRET). The chromoge-
nic process chosen for each kit may vary depending on which
disease, disorder or health condition the kit has been config-
ured to detect.

[0069] Cross reactions are prevented by the design of the kit
itself. The reporting molecules in each sponge are configured
to bind to only one antigen, and when stimulated they emit
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only one color. Other antigens may flow into the sponge from
neighboring sponges in the array, but they trigger no reaction
since they cannot bind to the reporting molecules. In many
chromogenic reactions, the chemistry must be “washed”
between antigens to eliminate the cross reaction problem. But
the segmented sponge design of the invention makes this
washing step unnecessary.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION—ALTERNATIVE
EMBODIMENTS

[0070] (a) In an alternative embodiment intended for more
advanced use in field stations, hospitals, laboratories, and
other professionally staffed facilities, the invention uses a
more complex chemistry in which the sponge or sponges are
imbued with antibodies capable of binding to multiple biom-
arkers in the same saliva sample. The chromogenic display is
therefore more complex and may include fluorescent reac-
tions that are more difficult for the naked eye to detect. In
those cases, an image acquisition device such as a CCD array
is used to capture theresults on the chromogenic panel, some-
times under special lighting conditions, and transmit those
results to a computer processor. There the particular chro-
mogenic patterns may be analyzed and interpreted, not only
as a single observation but also in the context of other obser-
vations from the same demographic or geographic group.
[0071] (b) In another alternative embodiment intended for
home use and health condition monitoring, the analytic
sponge and sterile reservoir may be used to collect the saliva,
supported by a stronger reusable container. The reservoir and
sponges are then disposed of after completion of the test,
while the container is kept for re-use.

[0072] Extensive research in recent years has shown that
biomarkers in saliva are a reliable indicator of many diseases,
disorders and health conditions. But the traditional methods
for gathering and analyzing saliva have made it difficult to
deploy this powerful diagnostic tool in rural areas where
infectious diseases are particularly lethal and widespread.
The device and method described here address this problem
in anovel way by incorporating solid phase immunoassay and
similar biomarker detection strategies along with a class of
chromogenic reactions such as Fluorescence Resonance
Energy Transfer (FRET), Chemiluminescence Resonance
Energy Transfer (CRET), and Bioluminescence Resonance
Energy Transfer (BRET). This combination of biotechnology
tools are further embodied in a novel device which simplifies
the process of gathering and analyzing saliva. Crucial to the
utility of the device is that in its nominal embodiment it
permits saliva analysis to be performed in minutes without
electricity or refrigeration, delivering reliable diagnostic
results in a rural village, at an airport or at a border checkpoint
while the possibly infected person is within reach of imme-
diate treatment or isolation. Alternative embodiments of this
method and device include test kits for a wide range of health
conditions including infection, substance abuse or other con-
ditions of concern at home and in hospitals, schools and
places of employment.
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We claim:

1. A device for analyzing saliva and other body fluids in
order to detect the presence of diseases, disorders and other
specific health conditions, comprising:

(a) a container designed and constructed of a material
suitable to support, hold and preserve a reservoir, an
analytic sponge, and a chromogenic panel,

(b) said reservoir for collecting fluid, large enough to hold
said analytic sponge as well as a sample of body fluid
sufficient to complete successfully the detecting chem-
istry,

(c) said analytic sponge made of absorbent beads or mate-
rial and containing one of a plurality of said detecting
chemistries designed to react with specific biomarkers in
such a way as to cause a visible change in said chro-
mogenic panel, and

(d) said chromogenic panel which changes visibly as a
result of the analytic process,

whereby the presence of said disease, disorder or specific
health condition can be quickly determined by visual
inspection of said chromogenic panel.

2. A size selecting membrane encloses said analytic sponge
in claim 1, filtering out unwanted particulate as well as mol-
ecules larger than the biomarker of interest.

3. Said chromogenic panel in claim 1 is affixed to said
analytic sponge in such a way that the reaction between the
detecting chemistry and the biomarkers occurring in said
body fluid causes the surface of said chromogenic panel to
visibly change.

4. Said chromogenic panel in claim 1 is divided into one or
more reporting sections, each prepared to react to one of a
plurality of detected conditions.

5. Said chromogenic panel in claim 1 contains at least one
area which visibly reacts to the presence of normal body fluid
alone.

6. Said chromogenic panel in claim 1 may visibly react to
said detecting chemistry in a plurality of ways, including
changing color, creating visible patterns, and producing light
that is visible to the aided or unaided eye.

7. Said chromogenic panel in claim 1 may visibly react to
said detecting chemistry in a manner that can be identified by
a highly sensitive electronic scanner or CCD array.

8. Said container is so constructed that said body fluid, said
analytic sponge, and said chromogenic panel become sealed
together on completion of the test in a partially transparent
packet, whereby the sample of body fluid being tested may
not thereafter leak or become contaminated as a result of
normal handling and storage.
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9. A method for detecting the presence of specific diseases,
disorders and health conditions from a sample of saliva or
other body fluid, wherein:

(a) a reservoir collects a sufficient sample of said saliva or

fluid,

(b) an analytic sponge imbued with a detecting chemistry
specific to a particular disease, disorder or health condi-
tion 1s immersed in said fluid,

(c) said detecting chemistry reacts with the biomarkers in
said fluid which are indicative ofthe disease, disorder or
health condition which said test kit is configured to
detect,

(d) said detecting chemistry changes as a result of contact
with said biomarkers, and in turn causes a reaction in
reporting molecules in the chromogenic panel,

(e) said reporting molecules change the appearance of said
chromogenic panel, and

(D) the pattern and intensity of color appearing on said
chromogenic panel indicates the presence, absence or
density of said biomarkers specific to the disease, disor-
der or health condition for which said test kit is config-
ured.

10. Said analytic sponge in claim 9 is imbued with one ofa
plurality of said detecting chemistries designed to react with
one or more said biomarkers.

11. Said detecting chemistry in claim 9 may consist of
antigens or molecules which become bound to said biomar-
kers in said fluid, forming new molecules which in turn
become bound to reporter molecules in the chromogenic
panel.

12. Said detecting chemistry in claim 9 consists of antigens
or molecules which bind to proteins, metabolites, hormones,
minerals and other biomarkers in said fluid which are indica-
tive of diseases, disorders or specific health conditions
including, but not limited to, a virus or bacterial infection,
high blood sugar, drug or alcohol use, pregnancy or poison-
ing.

13. Said detecting chemistry in claim 9 may incorporate a
process commonly called solid-phase immunoassay in which
the antigen binds with the antigenic region of said biomarker.

14. Said detecting chemistry in claim 9 may also incorpo-
rate a process in which said antigen binds in turn to said
reporting molecule on said chromogenic panel.

15. Said reporter molecules in claim 9 are incorporated into
said chromogenic panel in such a way that when activated by
said antigens or molecules bound to said biomarkers they
cause the appearance of said chromogenic panel to change.

16. Said reporter molecules in claim 9 may be one of a
plurality of chromogenic configurations that include, but are
not limited to, fluorescent proteins, luminescent proteins,
chromophores, fluorophores, and luminophores.

17. Said chromogenic panel in claim 9 is designed so that
all or a portion of the surface may change color, may become
darker or lighter, or may emit light, in response to the activa-
tion of said reporter molecules.

18. The pattern of shape, density and color appearing on
said chromogenic panel in claim 9 indicates the presence of
viral or bacterial infection, metabolic imbalance, or other
disorders or health conditions, based on a non-invasive
sample of saliva or body fluid, without laboratory equipment,
in time to comfort, treat or quarantine the patient.
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