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METHODS FOR SYNTHESIS AND
EVALUATION OF HYDROGEN STORAGE
COMPOSITIONS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This disclosure is related to methods for rapid evaluation
and selection of hydrogen storage compositions.

Hydrogen is considered to be an ideal fuel for fuel cell
vehicles. Typically, hydrogen fuel cells operate by converting
the chemical energy in hydrogen and oxygen into water,
producing electricity and heat, which electricity is then fed
into an electric motor that power a fuel cell vehicle. Pure
hydrogen is also a desired for internal combustion engine
(ICE) powered vehicles, since it will not produce carbon
dioxide, a compound that is widely recognized as the cause of
green-house effect. Hydrogen fuel also reduces the emission
of aerosol, another pollutant to urban air.

Hydrogen is the most plentiful element in the universe, and
is the third most plentiful element on Earth. Hydrogen can be
derived from multiple renewable energies. Means of storing
hydrogen for end use delivery include: (1) liquid hydrogen,
(2) compressed hydrogen, and (3) solid hydrogen storage
(i.e., metal hydrides).

Using liquid or gaseous hydrogen as the energy sourcein a
fuel cell is not ideal. Hydrogen is highly flammable and only
requires a low hydrogen-to-air concentration for combustion.
Furthermore, liquid hydrogen is harder to transport and store
thanother liquid fuel. Other problems with liquid and gaseous
hydrogen storage include low volumetric density, high pres-
sure storage, and high energy cost to compress or liquefy
hydrogen. Additionally, there is currently only a very limited
infrastructure available for distributing hydrogen to the pub-
lic.

Solid hydrogen storage materials that chemically store the
hydrogen fuel are considered to be an advantageous source of
hydrogen for fuel cells, ICEs and in a wide range of potential
applications. However, currently known storage materials are
generally fraught with deficiencies in one or more desirable
characteristics, such as, for example, low storage capacity for
hydrogen, unfavorable thermodynamics and/or kinetics for
hydrogen absorption and desorption. Therefore, improved
hydrogen storage materials are desired for a variety of appli-
cations, including fuel cells for vehicles, personal power gen-
eration, and stationary power generation.

Extensive research activity in the past 30 or so years has
focused on storing hydrogen in the form of solid metal
hydrides. Metal hydrides are typically generated exothermi-
cally when metals and alloys are exposed to hydrogen. Most
often, the hydrogen reacts with these metals or alloys and
forms new compounds. The hydrogen can be recovered for
use by heating, by electrolytic oxidation of the hydride, or by
a reaction with an oxide or water. One advantage of using a
metal hydride for hydrogen storage is that the volumetric
density for hydrogen storage in metal hydrides is relatively
high in comparison to other storage methods.

Examples of well-known hydrogen storage materials
include metal hydrides, such as FeTiH, and LaNi5H,, which
hydrides release hydrogen upon heating. Even though
FeTiH, and LaNiSH have acceptable hydrogen cycling tem-
peratures, the hydrogen content in terms of weight percent is
too low foruse in vehicular fuel cell applications. Other metal
hydrides, such as MgH, and TiH,, have higher hydrogen
contents, about 7.6 and about 4.0 percent by weight respec-
tively, but must be heated to high temperatures (i.e., above
about 300° C.) in order to recover the hydrogen. The prepa-
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2

ration of materials for use as hydrogen storage media analyz-
ing them for their potential hydrogen storage capacity is a
time consuming process.

In view of the above, there 1s a need for safer, more effec-
tive methods of storing and recovering hydrogen. In addition,
there is a desire to minimize the overall system volume and
weight. There is also a need for a rapid synthesis and evalu-
ation method for determining the hydrogen storage capacity
in any material to facilitate new material discovery in the field
of hydrogen storage.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

One aspect of the invention is a method for identification
and evaluation of the hydrogen storage capacity of materials.
The method comprises providing a plurality of materials,
wherein the plurality of materials comprises an array of syn-
thesized hydrides, and analyzing hydrogen content in the
plurality of materials.

In another embodiment, a method for identification and
evaluation of the hydrogen storage capacity of a plurality of
materials comprises providing a plurality of materials,
wherein the plurality of materials comprises an array of syn-
thesized borohydrides; and adding at least one precursor
material wherein the at least one precursor material is selected
from the group consisting of SiO,, A1,O;, Nb,O,, TiO,,
Cr,0,, Cr,0;, Fe,05, MnO,, CuO and Zn0. The method
further comprises mixing the synthesized borohydrides and
the at least one precursor material. The method further
includes analyzing hydrogen content in the plurality of mate-
rials.

Inyetanother aspect, a method for identification and evalu-
ation of the hydrogen storage capacity of a plurality of mate-
rials comprises providing a plurality of materials, wherein the
plurality of materials comprises an array of synthesized alan-
ates; and adding at least one precursor material wherein the at
least one precursor material is selected from the group con-
sisting of Si0,, Al,O5, Nb,O;, TiO,, Cr,0,, Cr,0,, Fe,0;,
MnO,, CuO and ZnO. The method further comprises mixing
the synthesized alanates and the at least one precursor mate-
rials and analyzing hydrogen content in the plurality of mate-
rials.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

These and other features, aspects, and advantages of the
present invention will become better understood when the
following detailed description is read with reference to the
accompanying drawings in which like characters represent
like parts throughout the drawings, wherein:

FIG.1is a perspective view of an exemplary apparatus for
synthesis and evaluation hydrogen storage material; and

FIG.2 shows a cross-sectional view of the exemplary appa-
ratus shown in FIG. 1.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Various embodiments of this invention have been
described in fulfillment of the various needs that the invention
meets. It should be recognized that these embodiments are
merely illustrative of the principles of various embodiments
of the present invention. Numerous modifications and adap-
tations thereof will be apparent to those skilled in the art
without departing from the spirit and scope of the present
invention. Thus, it is intended that the present invention cover
all suitable modifications and variations as come within the
scope of the appended claims and their equivalents.
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Disclosed herein are methods for rapidly evaluating the
hydrogen storage capacity of a plurality of materials. The
method comprises providing a plurality of materials, wherein
the plurality of the materials comprises an array of synthe-
sized hydrides. The methods described herein are character-
ized by parallel preparation of the plurality of materials at a
micro scale. Advantageously, a large number of materials
considered for hydrogen storage can be rapidly screened and
analyzed in a single batch experiment, thereby saving valu-
able time and capital cost of doing each experiment separately
in a large scale. This high efficiency methodology facilitates
the creation of a controlled compositional variation in a large
number of samples for fast and systematic surveys of bulk
properties of the materials to be tested for hydrogen storage
capability.

In one embodiment, the provided plurality of materials
comprises at least two precursor materials. One of the pre-
cursor materials is a metal hydride. Such hydrides may have
ionic, covalent, metallic bonding or bonding comprising a
combination of at least one of the foregoing types of bonding.
These hydrides preferably have a hydrogen-to-metal atom
ratio of greater than or equal to about 1. The reaction between
a metal and hydrogen to form a hydride is generally a revers-
ible reaction and takes place according to the following gen-
eralized equation (I):

M+{x/2)H,OMHx )
Complex metal hydrides can store up to about 18.4 weight
percent (wt %) ofhydrogen, and have high volumetric storage
densities. Complex metal hydrides generally consist of a
H=M complex, where M is a metal and H is hydrogen. The
process of hydrogen adsorption, absorption or chemisorption
results in hydrogen storage and is hereinafter, for the sake of
simplicity, referred to as sorption, while the process of des-
orption, and in some cases decomposition, results in the gen-
eration of hydroger.

Some of the non-limiting examples of hydrides include,
but are not limited to, alkali metal borohydrides, alkali metal
alanates, alkaline earth borohydrides, alkaline earth alanates,
mixtures of transition metal with alkali and/or alkaline earth
metals with borohydride or alanates, mixtures of metals with
both borohydride and alanate anions. In some embodiments,
stable complex metal hydride is mixed with unstable complex
hydrides to achieve a more favorable decomposition and
rehydrogenation conditions. In certain embodiments, the syn-
thesized hydrides are formed by a solid state method wherein
powder mixtures of hydrides are reacted to form the synthe-
sized hydrides, through heating the powder mixture, or ball
milling the mixture, or applying other energy transfer tech-
niques. In some embodiments, the synthesized hydrides are
made through a solution synthesis method. In the solution
synthesis method, the provided plurality of materials com-
prises at least two precursor materials wherein at least one
precursor material is a solvent, such as, for example, an ether
ortetrahydrofuran (THF). In some embodiments, ethers, dig-
lymesethers, hexanes, or toluene are used as the solvent. The
solvent is used to dissolve, or to form a slurry of, the metal
hydrides with any other precursor material present in the
plurality of the materials.

In some embodiments, the plurality of materials further
comprises at least one of a compound selected from the group
consisting of inorganic salts, and/or organometallic com-
plexes, and combinations thereof.

In some embodiments, the plurality of materials comprises
at least one of a compound selected from the group consisting
of silica (Si0,), aluminum oxide (Al,O;), niobium oxide
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(Nb,0,), titanium oxide (Ti0,), dichromate (Cr,O.), chro-
mate (Cr,0;), ferric oxide (Fe,O;), manganese oxide
(MnO,), copper oxide (CuO), zinc oxide (ZnO), and combi-
nations thereof.

In one embodiment, the provided plurality of materials
comprises an array of synthesized borohydrides or alanates.
In the solid state method of preparing the synthesized
hydrides, at least one precursor material is added, which
precursor is selected is selected from the group consisting of
Si0,, Al,O;, Nb,O;, TiO,, Cr,0,, Cr,0;, Fe,0;, MnO,,
CuOand ZnO. In the solution synthesized method a solvent is
further added to the plurality of the materials.

FIG. 1 shows an exemplary apparatus 2 to evaluate the
hydrogen storage capacity of a plurality of the materials. The
exemplary apparatus 2 is used for conducting rapid evaluation
of a large number of compositions in one single batch experi-
ment. The apparatus 2 comprises a substrate 4 comprising at
least one substrate reservoir 10, As shown in FIG. 1, the
substrate 4 is a block having a plurality of discrete substrate
reservoirs 10 adapted to receive the precursors. The reservoirs
10 are arranged in columns 12 and rows 14. The distance 8
between each discreet reservoir is selected to allow differen-
tiation in the performance analysis of one reservoir with
respect to the other. Those skilled in the art will appreciate
that the substrate should be made of a material that is stable to
the chemistry of the precursors. In one embodiment, substrate
reservoirs 10 are in a shape of a partial sphere or cylinder and
sized to allow the precursors to be added and mixed in-situ.
The diameter of the reservoirs 10 is generally about 1 to about
10 millimeters. The number of reservoirs can be determined
based on the number of materials to be screened in one batch
of experiment.

FIG. 2 shows the cross-sectional view 20 of the exemplary
apparatus as shown in FIG. 1. Eachreservoir 10 is filled with
the compositions 22 containing the precursors described in
the preceding sections. The depth of the reservoirs is suffi-
cient to contain all the precursors. In an exemplary method as
disclosed herein, the first precursor of metal hydride is added
to each of the reservoir 10. In one embodiment, a calculated
amount of a metal hydride powder is transferred to each
reservoir. In another embodiment, each reservoir 10 contains
one or more metal hydride powders. Addition of pre-calcu-
lated amount of one or more metal hydride powders may be
achieved by adding the metal hydride powder individually to
each reservoir 10. Alternatively the metal hydride powder in
all the reservoirs may be added simultaneously using an auto-
mated system.

In some embodiments, once the metal hydride powder is
transferred into the reservoirs 10, a second precursor, for
example, a solvent, is added to each reservoir. Furthermore in
some embodiments, other precursors are added to each res-
ervoir to make the final desired composition. The amount of
each of these precursors 18 may be pre-calculated and added
manually using a pipette 16 or in automated mode. The com-
bination and concentration of precursors added to each res-
ervoir can be varied to provide a different final composition at
each point in the array. The design of the experiment (that is,
the particular materials tested in the array) may be done
through a software tool to choose the compositions to be
chosen for a particular batch experiment.

Once all the precursors are transferred to the reservoirs,
mixing is done, for example, using individual stirrers or by
placing the reservoir blockina shaker. Typically the mixing is
continued for several hours. However, in some embodiments,
mixing is done within an hour depending on the reactivity of
the precursor materials. In certain embodiments, the appara-
tus 2 is maintained at ambient temperature. However, in some
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embodiments, the apparatus is maintained at a temperature of
about -40° C. to about 25° C. In solution synthesis method
embodiments, once a homogenous mixture is obtained in the
reservoirs, the solvent is vaporized, by, for example, heating
the apparatus 2 or freeze-drying at cryogenic temperature.

The compositions prepared using the methods in the pre-
ceding sections may reversibly absorb and desorb hydrogen.
The potential for hydrogen storage in these materials may be
detected by a variety of analytical techniques. In some
embodiments, all or part of the compositions prepared herein
are analyzed in parallel, such that more than one composition
is analyzed for hydrogen generation at any time. Measure-
ment of the hydrogen concentration in the material in each of
the individual reservoirs can be done directly through chemi-
cal analysis of the material. A number of analysis techniques
are suitable for direct measurement of hydrogen concentra-
tion ina material, including time of flight secondary mass ion
spectrometry (ToF-SIMS), laser sputter neutral mass spec-
trometry (SNMS), Raman spectroscopy, IR spectroscopy,
and gas chromatograph mass spectrometer, for example.
Measuring hydrogen concentration in the material in each
reservoir may also be accomplished by indirect measurement
techniques, such as by desorbing the hydrogen from the mate-
rial, generally by heating to a desorption temperature, and
measuring the amount of hydrogen produced during desorp-
tion. In some embodiments, the hydrogen is also liberated
through decomposition of hydrides. Analytical techniques
that can be used to measure the liberation of hydrogen via
decomposition and/or desorption from the material in each
reservoir include, for example, sensing by a thin film sensor
or by infrared (IR) imaging. Use of the thin film sensor
technique includes disposing a thin film sensor over the plu-
rality of the materials in the apparatus and heating the appa-
ratus.

The heating of the apparatus in turn heats the plurality of
the materials in the reservoirs. In some embodiments, the thin
film sensor comprises a thin film sensor comprising tungsten
oxide (WO, and Palladium (Pd). When the apparatus is
heated up to release the hydrogen, the WO, changes color as
the hydrogen is liberated from the individual compositions in
the reservoirs, thus providing a qualitative measurement of
the hydrogen storage capability of the array of the solution
synthesized hydrides. In order to use the tungsten oxide as a
detector for the hydrogen production in the various compo-
sitions of the array, the top surface 6 as shown in FIGS. 1 and
2 is coated with WO, after the compositions have been pre-
pared.

The ToF-SIMS technique has the capability to detect the
absorption and desorption of all elements including hydro-
gen, which makes it useful for the determining the potential
compositions capable of storing a substantial amount of
hydrogen. This technique can operate at temperatures of
about -100 to about 600° C. and has a high sensitivity to
hydrogen, making it a useful tool for investigating the solu-
tion synthesized hydrides generated by the array of the plu-
rality of materials.

Thermography or thermal imaging (infrared imaging) may
also be used to determine the absorption and desorption of
hydrogen. When a material in the reservoir in the apparatus
desorbs hydrogen, the local temperature decreases. Thermog-
raphy can therefore be used to image the compositions that
desorb hydrogen.

Desorption of hydrogen often requires thermal cycles.
Such thermal cycles can be obtained by the application of
electromagnetic fields or by passing electrical current
through the material of interest. This can be accomplished in
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most materials that are electrically conductive. The resistance
of these materials changes with the extent of hydrogen stor-
age capacity.

In one embodiment, desorption of stored hydrogen is
facilitated by the use of electromagnetic fields. Microwave
energy can be directly applied to the plurality of materials,
which energy allow for the local release of hydrogen under
controlled conditions, without heating the whole system. This
method provides a high efficiency of desorption, which gen-
erally occurs at temperatures lower than those achieved due to
heating brought about by conduction and/or convection.

The methods disclosed herein for rapidly synthesizing,
identifying and evaluating the hydrogen storage capacity of a
plurality of materials have several advantages. A large num-
ber of potential hydrogen storage materials can be screened in
a single batch experiment to determine the capability for
storing hydrogen, thereby enhancing the new material dis-
covery process for hydrogen storage materials.

While the invention has been described with reference to
exemplary embodiments, it will be understood by those
skilled in the art that various changes may be made and
equivalents may be substituted for elements thereof without
departing from the scope of the invention. In addition, many
modifications may be made to adapt a particular situation or
material to the teachings of the invention without departing
from the essential scope thereof. Therefore, it is intended that
the invention not be limited to the particular embodiment
disclosed as the best mode contemplated for carrying out this
invention, but that the invention will include all embodiments
falling within the scope of the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for identification and evaluation of the hydro-
gen storage capacity of materials, said method comprising:

providing a plurality of materials, wherein said plurality of

materials comprise an array of synthesized hydrides;
and

analyzing hydrogen content in said plurality of materials;

wherein said analyzing comprises analyzing chemical

compositions of said plurality of materials:

wherein said analyzing comprises direct measuring of

hydrogen concentration of said plurality of materials:
and

wherein said direct measuring of hydrogen concentration

is achieved by a method selected from the group con-
sisting of time of flight secondary mass ion spectrom-
etry, laser sputter neutral mass spectrometry (SNMS),
Raman spectroscopy, IR spectroscopy and gas chro-
matograph mass spectrometer.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein said synthe-
sizedhydrides are made by one of a solution synthesis method
and a solid state method.

3. The method according to claim 2, wherein said solid
state method includes reacting powders to make said synthe-
sized hydrides.

4. The method according to claim 1, wherein said provid-
ing comprises:

providing at least two precursor materials wherein at least

one precursor material comprises a solvent;

mixing said at least two precursor materials; and

evaporating said solvent.

5. The method according to claim 4, wherein at least one of
said at least two precursor materials comprises a metal
hydride.

6. The method according to claim 4, wherein at least one of
said at least two precursor materials is a material selected
from the group consisting of inorganic salts, organometalic
complexes and combinations thereof.
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7. The method according to claim 4, wherein at least one of
said at least two precursor materials is a material selected
from the group conmsisting of SiO,, Al,O;, Nb,O;, TiO,,
Cr,0,, Cr, 04, Fe,05, MnO,, CuO and Zn0O.

8. The method according to claim 5, wherein said metal
hydride is selected from the group consisting of alkali metal
borohydrides, alkali metal and, alkaline earth borohydrides
and alkaline earth alanates.

9. The method according to claim 5, wherein said metal
hydride is sodium alanate.

10. The method according to claim 4, wherein said solvent
1s selected from the group consisting of ether and tetra hydro
furan (THF).

11. The method according to claim 4, wherein said solvent
is an ether.

12. The method according to claim 4, wherein said mixing
1s achieved at a temperature less than 25 Deg. C.

13. The method according to claim 4, wherein said mixing
is achieved at ambient temperature.

14. The method according to claim 4, wherein said evapo-
rating is achieved though one of heating and freeze drying.

15. The method according to claim 1, wherein said analyz-
ing of at least a portion of said plurality of materials is done in
parallel.

16. The method according to claim 1, wherein said analyz-
ing comprises indirect measuring of hydrogen concentration
in said plurality of materials.

17. The method according to claim 16, wherein said indi-
rect measuring of hydrogen concentration is achieved by one
of IR imaging, and sensing by a thin film sensor.

18. The method according to claim 17, wherein said sens-
ing by a thin film sensor comprises:

disposing said thin film sensor over said plurality of mate-

rials; and

heating said plurality of materials.

19. The method according to claim 18, wherein said dis-
posing thin film sensor comprises disposing a thin film sensor
comprising tungsten oxide (W0,) and palladium (Pd).

20. A method for identification and evaluation of the hydro-
gen storage capacity of a plurality of materials comprising:

providing a plurality of materials, wherein said plurality of

materials comprise an array of synthesized borohy-
drides;
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adding at least one precursor materials wherein at least one
precursor material is selected from the group consisting
of Si0,, AL,O;, Nb,O,, TiO,, Cr,0,, Cr,0;, Fe,0;,
MnQO,, CuO and Zn0O;

mixing said synthesized borohydrides and at least one pre-
cursor materials; and

analyzing hydrogen content in said plurality of materials;

wherein said analyzing comprises analyzing chemical
compositions of said plurality of materials;

wherein said analyzing comprises direct measuring of
hydrogen concentration of said plurality of materials:
and

wherein said direct measuring of hydrogen concentration
is achieved by a method selected from the group con-
sisting of time of flight secondary mass ion spectrom-
etry, laser sputter neutral mass spectrometry (SNMS),
Raman spectroscopy, IR spectroscopy and gas chro-
matograph mass spectrometer.

21. A method for identification and evaluation ofthe hydro-

gen storage capacity of a plurality of materials comprising:

providing a plurality of materials, wherein said plurality of
materials comprise an array of synthesized alanates;

adding at least one precursor materials wherein at least one
precursor material is selected from the group consisting
of Si0,, ALO,, Nb,O,, TiO,, Cr,0,, Cr,0,, Fe,0;,
MnO,, CuO and Zn0O;

mixing synthesized sodium and at least one precursor
materials; and

analyzing hydrogen content in said plurality of materials;

wherein said analyzing comprises analyzing chemical
compositions of said plurality of materials;

wherein said analyzing comprises direct measuring of
hydrogen concentration of said plurality of materials:
and

wherein said direct measuring of hydrogen concentration
is achieved by a method selected from the group con-
sisting of time of flight secondary mass ion spectrom-
etry, laser sputter neutral mass spectrometry (SNMS),
Raman spectroscopy, IR spectroscopy and gas chro-
matograph mass spectrometer.
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