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LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:
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European search report has been drawn up for all claims.
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As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division
did not invite payment of any additional fee.
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Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present
(supplementary) European search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent
application which relate to the inventions in respect of which search fees have been paid,

namely claims:
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None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present (supplementary)
European search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application
which relate to the first mentioned in the claims, namely claims:
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-15(partially)

Invention Number 1:

A kit for the detection of esophageal cancer, comprising
nucleic acid(s) capable of specifically binding to at least
one polynucleotide consisting of the following esophageal
cancer marker miR-204-3p, a device for the detection of
esophageal cancer, comprising a nucleic acid capable of
specifically binding to at Teast one polynucleotide selected
from the group and consisting of the esophageal cancer
marker miR-204-3p, as well as a method for detecting
esophageal cancer, comprising measuring the expression level
of the target nucleic acid in a sample of a subject using
the kit according to any of claims 1 - 5 or the device
according to any of claims 6 - 12 and evaluating in vitro
whether or not the subject has esophageal cancer using both
the measured expression level and control expression level
in a sample from a healthy subject measured in the same way,
said expression level being the one of miR-204-3p.

2-198. claims: 1-15(partially)

Idem for inventions 2 - 198, starting with microRNA
miR-1247-3p ( = invention number 2 ) and ending with
miR-6794-5p ( = invention number 198 ).
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