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.0)) Eur-opean Patent LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION Application Number
Office SHEET B EP 02 77 8910

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-5 [full], 6[partial]

Process for producing a phagocyte which has digested a
foreign microorgansim involving contacting a phagocyte in
vitro with a foreign microorganism.

2. claims: 7,30 [full], 6,9-20,22-28,31-36 [partial]

Process for detecting or identifying a digested foreign
microorganism in a phagocyte produced according to invention
1 by in situ hybridisation of the microorganism DNA in the
phagocyte.

3. claims: 8,29 [full], 6,9-20,22-28,31-36 [partial]

Process for evaluating phagocytic function in a phagocyte
produced according to invention 1 by in situ hybridisation
of the microorganism DNA in the phagocyte.

4. claims: 21 [full], 6,22-28,33-35 [partial]

Process for evaluating phagocytic function in a phagocyte
produced according to invention 1 by in situ staining a
phagocyte with a dye.




.0)) Eur-opean Patent INCOMPLETE SEARCH Application Number
Office SHEET C EP 02 77 8910

Although claims 23,24,28,30-35 relate to a method of surgery and a method
of diagnosis practised on the human or animal body, the claims have been
searched as if the step "isolating/obtaining phagocytes from a subject"
had been already been performed prior to the start of the claimed method.

Claim(s) searched incompletely:
23,24,30-35

Claim(s) not searched:
28

Reason for the limitation of the search (non-patentable invention(s)):

Claims 23,24,28,30-35

Article 52 (4) EPC - Diagnostic method practised on the human or animal
body

Article 52 (4) EPC - Method for treatment of the human or animal body by
surgery

Claims 28,33-35
Article 52 (4) EPC - Method for treatment of the human or animal body by
therapy

Further limitation of the search

Claim(s) searched incompletely:
30

Reason for the Timitation of the search:

For the puropses of this search, the kit referred to in claim 30 is
assumed to be that of claim 36. This is because claim 30 relates to a kit
but does not specify the components of the kit. Thus, the subject-matter
of claim 30 demonstrably lacks clarity (Article 84).




.0) European Patent Application Number
Office EP 02 77 8910

CLAIMS INCURRING FEES

The present European patent application comprised at the time of filing more than ten claims.

Only part of the claims have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for the first ten claims and for those claims for which claims fees have
been paid, namely claim(s):

No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for the first ten claims.

LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

see sheet B

D All further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for all claims.

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division
did not invite payment of any additional fee.

=

D Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European
search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the
inventions in respect of which search fees have been paid, hamely claims:

D None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the invention
first mentioned in the claims, namely claims:
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ON EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION NO. EP 02 77 8910

This annex lists the patent family members relating to the patent documents cited in the above-mentioned European search report.
The members are as contained in the European Patent Office EDP file on
The European Patent Office is in no way liable for these particulars which are mersly given for the purpose of information.

11-04-2005
Patent document Publication Patent family Publication
cited in search report date member(s) date
US 5582985 A 10-12-1996 (A 2192980 Al 15-02-1996
EP 0774013 Al 21-05-1997
JP 10503655 T 07-04-1998
WO 9604402 Al 15-62-1996

For more details about this annex : see Official Journal of the Europsan Patent Office, No. 12/82
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