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Agglutination assay

The invention relates to agglutination assays

andrelated kits, reagents and devices. In particular meth-
ods of assaying small analytes having few epitopes are
disclosed, by means of using hub moieties to which mul-
tiple analytes may be bound by a first epitope, together
with a further moiety capable of binding a second analyte

epitope and which is also capable of binding to a detect-
able particle. Stable agglutinated complexes may be so
formed, which may used as the basis for various assay
formats.
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1. claims: 1, 3-9, 11-15, 17, 18, 22-26(all partially)

agglutination assays/kits requiring (i) a multivalent
reagent capable of binding to a first epitope of the analyte
(reagent A) and (ii) a second moiety which comprises a
second ligand for the analyte and is bound to a detectable
particle (reagent B)

2. claims: 2, 10, 19, 20(completely); 1, 3-9, 11-15, 17, 18,
22-26(partially)

agglutination assays/kits requiring (i) a multivalent
reagent capable of binding to a first epitope of the analyte
(reagent A) and (ii) a second moiety which comprises a
second ligand for the analyte and which is capable of
binding to a particle (reagent B)

3. claims: 5(completely); 1-4, 6-15, 17-20, 22-26(partially)

agglutination assays/kits requiring reagents A and B as
defined in claim 1, wherein the hub is soluble

4. claims: 1-4, 6-15, 17-20, 22-26(all partially)

agglutination assays/kits requiring reagents A and B as
defined in claim 1, wherein the hub is insoluble, e.g. a red
blood cell, Tatex bead, gold sol or an insoluble
macromolecule

5. claims: 12-14, 17, 18, 22-26

agglutination assays/kits requiring reagents A and B as
defined in claim 1, further comprising a porous carrier e.qg.
a capillary device

6. claims: 15(completely); 1-14(partially)

agglutination assays products requiring reagents A) and B as
defined in claim 1, further comprising one or more of
detection means, signal processing means, display means and
a power source

7. claim: 16

a device suitable for an agglutination assay requiring a
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porous carrier and reagent A in reconstitutable form as the
sole reagent; particles either as hub or as part of reagent
B are not required

8. claim: 21

an agglutination assay using reagent A and B as defined in
claim 1, and a second moiety capable of binding to a
detectable and agglutinable particle, wherein the detectable
and agglutinable particle is part of the sample material,
and replaces an extraneous particle-based reagent
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