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requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-8, 13(completely); 11, 12, 1l4(partially)

An affinity reagent that specifically binds to a
beta-lactamase (BlaC) of a tuberculosis-complex bacteria.

A method of detecting the presence of tuberculosis-complex
bacteria in a biological sample, involving such an affinity
reagent.

A method of detecting the presence of tuberculosis-complex
bacteria in a biological sample, involving an anti-BlaC
antibody.

2. claims: 9, 10, 15(completely); 11, 12, 14(partially)

A method of detecting the presence of tuberculosis-complex
bacteria in a biological sample, involving hybridization of
a polynucleotide probe.

A method for determining the presence of
tuberculosis-complex bacteria in a biological sample,
involving amplification and a primer pair.

An isolated polynucleic acid molecule comprising a
detectable label, having a sequence selected from SEQ ID
NOS: 3-29, or a kit comprising said polynucleic acid
molecule.
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