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.0)) Eur-opean Patent LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION Application Number
Office SHEET B EP 00 94 9884

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1, 2, 7-9, 14-16 (all partially); 3, 4, 10, 11 (all
completely)

a kit for immunoassay of an environmental contaminant, its
degradation product or a mixture thereof, said kit
comprising an anti-immunoglobulin antibody supported on a
carrier and an antibody against the environmental
contaminant bound to said anti-immunoglobulin antibody,
wherein the environmental contaminant is a surfactant
compound for synthetic detergents as well as subject-matter
related thereto;

2. claims: 1, 2, 5-9, 12-16 (all partially)

a kit for immunoassay of an environmental contaminant, its
degradation product or a mixture thereof, said kit
comprising an anti-immunoglobulin antibody supported on a
carrier and an antibody against the environmental
contaminant bound to said anti-immunoglobulin antibody,
wherein the environmental contaminant is an endocrine
disruptor and wherein the endocrine disruptor is a female
sex hormone, as well as subject-matter related thereto;

3. claims: 1, 2, 5-9, 12-16 (all partially)

a kit for immunoassay of an environmental contaminant, its
degradation product or a mixture thereof, said kit
comprising an anti-immunoglobulin antibody supported on a
carrier and an antibody against the environmental
contaminant bound to said anti-immunoglobulin antibody,
wherein the environmental contaminant is an endocrine
disruptor and wherein the endocrine disruptor is a male sex
hormone, as well as subject-matter related thereto;

4. claims: 1, 2, 5-9, 12-16 (all partially)

a kit for immunoassay of an environmental contaminant, its
degradation product or a mixture thereof, said kit
comprising an anti-immunoglobulin antibody supported on a
carrier and an antibody against the environmental
contaminant bound to said anti-immunoglobulin antibody,
wherein the environmental contaminant is an endocrine
disruptor and wherein the endocrine disruptor is a thyroid
hormone, as well as subject-matter related thereto;

5. claims: 1, 2, 5-9, 12-16 (all partially)
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.0)) Eur-opean Patent LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION Application Number
Office SHEET B EP 00 94 9884

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

a kit for immunoassay of an environmental contaminant, its
degradation product or a mixture thereof, said kit
comprising an anti-immunoglobulin antibody supported on a
carrier and an antibody against the environmental
contaminant bound to said anti-immunoglobulin antibody,
wherein the environmental contaminant is an endocrine
disruptor and wherein the endocrine disruptor is an
alkylphenol ethoxylate, as well as subject-matter related
thereto;

6. claims: 1, 2, 5-9, 12-16 (all partially)

a kit for immunoassay of an environmental contaminant, its
degradation product or a mixture thereof, said kit
comprising an anti-immunoglobulin antibody supported on a
carrier and an antibody against the environmental
contaminant bound to said anti-immunoglobulin antibody,
wherein the environmental contaminant is an endocrine
disruptor and wherein the endocrine disruptor is an
alkylphenol, as well as subject-matter related thereto;

7. claims: 1, 2, 5-9, 12-16 (all partially)

a kit for immunoassay of an environmental contaminant, its
degradation product or a mixture thereof, said kit
comprising an anti-immunoglobulin antibody supported on a
carrier and an antibody against the environmental
contaminant bound to said anti-immunoglobulin antibody,
wherein the environmental contaminant is an endocrine
disruptor and wherein the endocrine disruptor is a plastic
resin component, as well as subject-matter related thereto;

8. claims: 1, 2, 5-9, 12-16 (all partially)

a kit for immunoassay of an environmental contaminant, its
degradation product or a mixture thereof, said kit
comprising an anti-immunoglobulin antibody supported on a
carrier and an antibody against the environmental
contaminant bound to said anti-immunoglobulin antibody,
wherein the environmental contaminant is an endocrine
disruptor and wherein the endocrine disruptor is a
plasticizer, as well as subject-matter related thereto;

9. claims: 1, 2, 5-9, 12-16 (all partially)
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.0) Eur-opean Patent LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION Application Number
Office SHEET B EP 00 94 9884

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

a kit for immunoassay of an environmental contaminant, its
degradation product or a mixture thereof, said kit
comprising an anti-immunoglobulin antibody supported on a
carrier and an antibody against the environmental
contaminant bound to said anti-immunoglobulin antibody,
wherein the environmental contaminant is an endocrine
disruptor and wherein the endocrine disruptor is a
chlorophenol, as well as subject-matter related thereto;
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.0) European Patent Application Number
Office EP 00 94 9884

CLAIMS INCURRING FEES

The present European patent application comprised at the time of filing more than ten claims.

Only part of the claims have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for the first ten claims and for those claims for which claims fees have
been paid, namely claim(s):

No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for the first ten claims.

LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

see sheet B

D All further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search report has
been drawn up for all claims.

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division
did not invite payment of any additional fee.

=

D Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European
search report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the
inventions in respect of which search fees have been paid, hamely claims:

D None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European search
report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the invention
first mentioned in the claims, namely claims:
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