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[ | AI310156 5'-GATCCACATTGGTGTTACCAGTT-3' 20
[| M33197 G3PDH j5'-GGTTGAGCACAGGGTACTTTATT-3' 22
[
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?. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER

C12QL/68

According fo Internationai Patent Classification (IPC) or i beth natianal classifisation and IPG

8. FIELDS SEARCHED

ipc 7

Minimum gocumentation searched (classiication system follower by classificaiion symbals)
1

Documentation searched ather than minireunt documertation to te extent that such documents are included in the fields searched

Elecironic data base consulted during the: internaticnal search (name of data base and, where practical, search temss used)

EPO-Internal, Sequence Search, BIOSIS, EMBASE

C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

Category ©

" Citabion of document, with ingication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages

. Relevant to claim No.

X

TSUDO ET AL.: "Altered gene expression
and secretion of interleukin-6 in stromal
cells derived from endometriotic tissues"
FERTILITY AND STERILITY,

vel, 73, no. 2, February 2000 (2000-02),
pages 205-211, XP002258817

the whole document

EYSTER ET AL.: UDNA microarray analysis
of gene expression markers of

1_:356—12

30-35
1,3,6-12

endometricsis”
FERTILITY AND STERILITY,

pages 38-42, XP002258816
the whole document

vol. 77, no. 1. January 2002 (2002-01),

_/.._

Furier documents are listed in the continuation of box G.

Patont tamlly mermbers are fisted in annex.

* Spaclal categories of clted documents :

"A" document defining the general state of the art which is not
considened to be of particular mlevance

"£" earlier document but published on ot after the inlernational
filing date

"' dogumentwhich may throw doubis on priority clalm(s) or
which is oited to establish the publication date of another
citation or oiher special reason (as specitied)

)" document seferring 10 an oral disclosure, use, exhibitionor
other means

*P" document published prior 1o the intematicnal filing date but
later than the priofty date claimed

T laterdocurnent published afer the international filing date
or priarity date and not in conflict with the application but
cited ko understand the principie or heery underlying the
invention

"¥" document of paricular relevance; the claimed invention
cannct be considered novel or cannotbe considered 1o
irvolve an Inventive stap when the decument [s taken alone

“¥" document of particular relevance; the claimed: invention
cannot be consideredto involve an inventive step when the
document is combined with one or more other such docu-
!-"ﬁ-,ﬂséf?‘:h combinziion being chyvlous to & person skilied
inthe

"8 document member of the same paterit family

Date of the actusal complstion of the Intemational search

11 November 2003

Date of mailing of the infernational search repaort

04 02 2004

Name and mailing address of the ISA
Europaan Patent Office, P.B. 5818 Patentlaan 2
NL.- 2280 HV Rijswijk
Tel. (+31-70) 340-2040, Tx. 31 651 epo nl,
Fax: {+31-70) 340-3016

Authorized officar

Bort, §
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the whole document
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Intermational application No.

INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT PCT/JP 83716257

Box| Observations where ceriain claims were found unsearchable {Continuation of itemn 1 of first sheet)

This Internaticnal Search Report has not been established in respest of certaln cleims under Article 17(2}(a) for the following reasons:

. Glaims Nos.:

1 be?gfse ?r?ey relate 1o suhﬁt’malitgr not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:
Although claims 38-35 are directed to a method of treatment of the
human/animal body, the search has been carried out and based on the alleged
effects of the compounds. .

2, Claims Nos.: 29 (par‘tiaﬂy], 3@, 35, 40

hecause they relate 1o parts of the International Appilnation that do notcomply with the prescrbed requirements o such
an extert that no meaningfil international Search can be carried out, specifically:

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210

3. D Claims Nos.:

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance wik the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4¢a).

Box I Ohservations where unity of invention is lacking {Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international spplication, as fallows: )

see additional sheat

1. D As all required addifional search fees were timely paid by the applicam, this Internegional Szarch Report covers all
searchable ¢laims. .

2, D As zll seaschable claime could be searched without effort justifying an addiional fee, this Authority did net invite payment
of any additicnal fee.

3 D As anly some of the requirad additional search fees were iimely paid by the applicant, this tnternational Search Repon
covare only those claims for which fees were peid, specifically claims Nas,:

4, m No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this International Search Report Is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the clxims; it is coversd by claims Nos.:

1-3, 6-14, 16-19, 21, 22, 24-26, 28-35, 38-40 (all partially)

Rematrk on Proiest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest.

D No protest accompanied the payment of additional searchfees.
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International Application No. PCT/Jp 03/ 10257

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCT/ISA/ 210

Continuation of Box 1.1

Claims Nos.: 13, 14

Claims 13 and 14 relate to non-patentabie subject matter according to
Rule 39.1(v) PCT (presentation of information). Accordingly, said claims
have not been searched.

Continuation of Box I.2

Claims Wos.: 29 (partially), 30, 35, 40

Claim 29 relates to an extremely large number of possible genes. In
fact, the claim contains so many possible permutations that a Tack of
clarity (and conciseness) within the meaning of Article 6 PCT arises to
such an extend as to render a meaningful search of the claim impossible.
Consequently, the search has been Timited to an array containing EOX-1.

Claims 30 and 35 do not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT in that
the matter for which protection is sought is not defined. Said claims
relate to a compound defined by an effect to be achieved, namely which
compound inhibits/decreases the expression (or activity) of the EOX-1
gene (or polypeptide encoded by it), without providing any technical
features defining such compound, Independent of the above reasoning, the
claims lack support within the meaning of Article & andfor disclosure
within the meaning of Article 5 PCT. The ¢laims cover all compounds
having this desiderable characteristic whereas the application does not
provide support for them. In the present case, the lack of disclosure of
the present application and the lack of clarity and support has rendered
a meaningful search over the whole of the claimed scope impossible. -
Consequently, the search has been Timited to those parts which might
appear clear, supported and disclosed, namely the examples specified in
dependent claims 31-33.

Claim 40 does not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT in that the
matter for which protection is sought is not defined. Said claims relate
to a composition comprising a pharmaceutically effective amount of a
compound, which campound has been defined by the method used to screen
it, without providing any technical features defining such compound.
Independent of the above reasoning, the claim lacks support within the
meaning of Article 6 and/or disclosure within the meaning of Article 5
PCT. The claim covers all compounds having this desiderable
characteristic whereas the application does not provide support for
them. In the present case, the lack of disclosure of the present
application and the lack of clarity and support has rendered a
meaningful search over the whole of the claimed scope impossible.
Moreover, the search could not be limited 1o any part which might appear

page 2 of 3
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international Application No, PCTSP 03 Y0257

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTASA/ 219

clear, supported and disclosed, since no example has been provided.
Consequently, claim 40 has not been searched

The appiicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search veport has been
established need not be the subject of an internaticnal preliminary
examination {Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPOQ
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
clajms are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter 11 procedure, 1f the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPQ Guideline C-VI, 8.5),
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be
cvercome.
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCTASAS 210

C

This International Searching Authority found muitiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-3, 6-14, 16-18, 21, 22, 24-26, 28-35, 38-40 (all
partially)

Invention 1

Array, kit, compositions comprising (at least) OEX-1 genetic
marker (or derivative); methods using them; compositions
identified in sajd methods; and ovarian endometriosis
reference expression profile comprising a pattern of gene
expression of two or more genes, wherein one is OEX-1
genetic marker

Inventions 2-97

Ibidem for the genetic markers 0EX-2 to OEX-97, respectively

2. claims: 1, 4-12, 13, 15, 16-18, 20, 21, 23-25, 27-28, 36, 37, 40
{all partially)

Invention 58

Array, kit, compositions comprising (at least) OEX-98
genetic marker (or derivative); methods using them;
compositions identified in said metheds; and ovarian
endometriosis reference expression profile comprising a
pattern of gene expression of two or more genes, wherein one
is QEX-98 genetic marker

Inventions 99-185

Ibidem for the genetic markers 0EX-99 to QEX-185.
respectively

3, ciaims: 1-3, 6-14, 16-18, 21, 22, 24-26, 28-35, 18-40 (all
partially)

page L of 2
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International Application No. PCTJP 03 Y0257

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FEOM  PCT/IISA/ 210

Invention 186

Array, kit, compositions comprising (at least) OEX-186
genetic marker (or derivative); methods using them;
compositions identified in said methods; and ovarian
endometriosis reference expression profile comprising a
pattern of gene expression of iwo or more genes, wherein one
is QEX-186 genetic marker

Inventions 187-242

Ibidem for the genetic markers OEX-187 to QEX-242,
respectively
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