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This iltem ational search report has not been estaklished in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. l:l Claime Nos.:
because they relate 1o subject matter hot required to be searched by thia Authority, namely:

o m Claims Nob.: 1-216, 219-248{all par‘t"la'l]y}
because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the preseribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful iInternational searsh ¢an be carred out, specitically:

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210

3. I:l Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent clalms and are not qrafted In accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

BoxNe.lll  Ohservatlons where unity of Invention Is lacking (Continuation of [tem 3 of first sheet)

This ImMematicnal Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

see additional sheet

1. As all required additional asarch fees were timely paid by ihe applicant, this internetional search report covers all saearchable
olaims.

2. D As all searchable olaims sculd be searched without effort juatifying an additional fees, this Autherity did not invits payment of
additional fees.

3. As only somes of the recquired additional esarch fess wers timaly paid by the applicant, this intermational ssarch report covers
only those claima for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. m No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Gonsequendly, thia international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it ie coverad by claims Nos.:

1-216, 219-248

Remark on Protaat The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest and, where applicable, the
paymertt of a protest fee.

The additional scarch feca were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable protest
fee was hot paid within the time limit specified in the nvitation.

DNO pratest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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A YVONNE J. YAMANAKA ET AL: "Single-cell 1-216,
analysis of the dynamics and functional 219-248

outcomes of interactions between human
natural killer cells and target cells",
INTEGRATIVE BIOLOGY,
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3 September 2012 (2012-09-03), page 1175,
XPD55207348,

ISSN: 1757-8694, DOI: 10.1039/c2ib20167d
the whole document

in particular:

pars. "Single-cell cytolysis assay and
video microscopy" and "Microengraving to
detect secreted proteins";

page 1176 - page 1177

pars. "Microengraving measures the
short-term secretory activity of
individual NK cells";

page 1180 - page 1181
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*T" later ck
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"E" earlier application or petent but published on or after the international
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cited bo estaklizh the publication date of ancther citation or other : . . : i
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ooneidered to involve an inventive step when the dooumnent is

"O" dooument referring to an oral diselosure, use, exhibition or other oombined with ohe ar mare cther such dosuments, sush sombsination
means being obvious to a person shilled in the art
"P" document published prior to the intemational filing date but later than
the priority date elaimed "&" documant mamber of the sama patant family
Date of the actual sompletion of the international search Date of mailing f the intemnational searsh report
26 February 2018 25/10/2018
Narme and mailing addraas ofthe ISAS Authorized officar

European Patent Office, P.B, 5818 Fatentlaan 2
NL - 2280 HY Riijawik

Tel. {+31-70) 340-2040, :
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Category* | Citation of with I whera approy of the relavant passages Relovant to claim No.

figures 1-4
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-216, 219-248

Methods and compositions for the multiplex analysis of
intracellular targets within a single cell, wherin the
biological sample is in contact with a surface or a bead

2. claims: 217, 218

cDNA barcodes and compositions thereof.
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Continuation of Box 1I.2

Claims Nos.: 1-216, 219-248(all partially)

The present application contains 248 claims of which 245 dependent
claims. There are so many dependent claims, and they are drafted in such
a way that the claims as a whole are not in compliance with the
provisions of clarity and conciseness of Article 6 PCT, as they create a
smoke screen in front of the skilled reader when assessing what should be
the subject-matter to search. The non-compliance with the substantive
provisions is to such an extent, that the search has been performed
taking into consideration the non-compliance in determining the extent of
the search (PCT Guidelines 9.19).

The present claims 1-157 are
furthermore not clear due to the use of the general terminology
"composition", where a device appears to be intended. Moreoever it is
certainly not clear in independent claim 1 whether the coating
composition is coated on the substrate and/or surface or just present in
a separate container in a kind of kit form.

The applicant has been

invited to comment on these issues and has indicated that the claims
should be searched while taking into account, that the coating
composition is coated on the substrate. Therefore the claims 1-216 and
219-248 have been searched taking into account, that the coating
composition is coated on the substrate.

Should the applicant decide to
pay an additional search fee for group of inventions 2, he is warned that
they will be searched incompletely.

Present claims 217 and 218 relates

i.a. to compounds or the use of such compounds defined by reference to a
desirable characteristic or property, namely compounds being produced
according to a method used in claims 195-216. However, claims 195-216 are
silent on the sequences used in those methods and therefore it is not
clear what sequence the cDNA barcode sequence of claims 217 and 218 is
supposed to be. As cDNA barcode sequences per se are notoriously known in
the prior art and the methods of claims 195-216 do not appear to convey
any additional properties thereto, no search other than a conceptual
search to cDNA barcode sequences per se will be carried out if the
applicant decides to pay a search fee for group of inventions 2.

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventians in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter 11 procedure. If the application proceeds ints the regional phase
before the EPQ, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPQ (see EPO Guidelines C-1¥, 7.2),
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be
overcome,
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