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additional fees.

3, I:l As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this intemational search report
covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. |:| No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this internafional search repert is
resiricied to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accomparied by the applicant's protest and, where applicable,
the payment of a protest fee,

D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable
protest fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation,

D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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Dependent claims 2 and 3 relate to the MMP-8 activation product according te claim 1, wherein the size
of the activation product corresponds to the activation product obtained by activating native MMP-8 with
AMPA (claim 2) or by proteolylic removal or by chemical modification with oxidative activation (claim 3).

Cependent claim 9 relates to the method according to any one of claims 6 to 8, wherein the size of the
activation preduct corresponds to the activation proeduct obtained by activating native MMP-8 with APMA.
Dependent claim 10 relates to the method according to any one of claims 6 to 8, wherein the size of

the activation product corresponds to the activation product obtained by activating native MMP-8 by
proteolytic removal or by chemical modification with oxidative activation.

The definitions used in claims 2, 3, 9 and 10 cannot be considered a clear and congcise statement of the
subject matter. The size of the products obtained by activating native MMP-8 by the methods according
to claims 2, 3, 9 or 10 has no standard meaning for a skilled person and may vary depending on the
applied activation methods, conditions or, for example, on differences in MMP-8 glycosylation. Thus,
the definitions used in claims 2, 3, 9 and 10 lack clarity to such an extent that a meaningful comparison
between the subject matter of these claims and the prior art is not possible (Article 6 PCT).
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