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Intemational application No.
INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT PCT/US04/09114

BOX QL. OBSERVATIONS WHERE UNITY OF INVENTION IS LACKING
This appHication conmins the failowing inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form & single general inventive
concept ander PCT Rule 13.1. In arder for all inventions to be examined, the appropriate additional examination fees must be peid.

Group 1, claim(s} 1 - 6, deawn to methods of dstecting nauronal injury in o sulbject.
Group 2, claim(s)} 7 - 10, drawn 1o kits for detecting neuronal injury in a subject.

The inventions listed &s Groups ] - 2 do not relate 1o a single gencral inventive concepi under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule
13.2, they lack the same or cotresponding special technical featurcs jor the following reasons: in order for a teshnical feature to be a speciai
technical feature as defined by PCT Rule [3.2, there must be u contribution over the prior art. The first stated technical feature is a method
of detecting neuronal injury by providing o biological sample, detccting the presence or amouns of a nevrofilament derived peptide, and
correlating the presence or amount with newronal injury. This is not o contribution over the prior art. For example, Huh et al. (2002,
Experimental Nenrclogy 175:198-208) teach inducing controlled cortical impact brair: injury, which is a neuronat injury, in mice. This is
followed by immunchistochcmistry on biolagical samples (coronal hrain sections), wherein the neurofilament protein NFH is recognized,
and conrelating the extent of injury with the presence or absence of specific forms of NFH (see, for example, Figure 1). Since the firet
stated technical feature is not u contribution over the prior art. it cannol be considered a special technical feature. Therefore there is not a
special techwical feature which links the twao inventiens.
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