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Continued to extra sheet.

Remark on Protest L' The additionat search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

D The additional scarch fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

I:I No proiest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (contimation of first sheet (2)) (Jammary 2015)




(24) JP W02016/111364 Al 2016.7.14

INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT International application No,
PCT/JP2016/050555
Continuation of Box No.III of continuation of first sheet(2)

(Invention 1) claim 1, the part of the invention of claim 4 referring
toclaiml, the part of the invention of claim 7 referring to the afore-said
invention, c¢laim 8, the parts of the inventions of claims 13, 14 referring
to the afore-said invention, claim 21, the part of the invention of claim
23 selected (1)

Claim 1 has a special technical feature that 18 a methed for predicting
the prognosis of a patient with cancer or an inflammateory disease wherein
the prognosis of the patient is predicted to be better with a decrease
in the expression amount of FROUNT gene. Thus, claim 1 1s regarded as
Invention 1.

The above-said cpinion may be also applied teo the above-said other
inventions.

(Invention?2) claims 2, 3, the part of the inventicnof claim4 referring
to claims 2, 3, the part of the invention of claim 7 referring to the
afore-saidinventicn, thepartsofthe inventionsofclaims12-14 referring
to the afore-said inventicn, claim 22, the part of the invention of claim
23 selected (2)

Claim 2 has a technical feature, said technical feature being a method
for predicting the prognosis of a patient with cancer or an inflammatory
disease using the expression amount of a gene, common to claim 1 that
is regarded as Invention 1.

However, the above-said technical feature cannot be considered to
be a special technical feature, since the technical feature falls within
a range of techniques well-known by a person in the art without necessity
for presentation of any document, and does not make a contribution over
the prior art.

Further, there is no other same or corresponding speclal technical
feature between these inventions.

Further, claim 2 is nct dependent on claim 1.

In addition, claim 2 has no relationship such that said claim 2 is
substantially same as or equivalent to anyclaimclassiflied inteo Invention
1.

Consequently, claim Z cannot be classified into Invention 1.

Claim 2 has a special technical feature that is a method for predicting
the progneosis of a patient with cancer or an inflammatory disease wherein
the prognosis of the patient is predicted to be better with an increase
in the expression amount of a CC chemokine receptor/ligand gene. Thus,
claim 2 is regarded as Invention 2.

The above-gaid opinion may be also applied to the above-said cother
inventions.

(Invention3) claims 5, 6, thepart of the inventicnof claim 7 referring
to ¢laims 5, 6, claims 2-11, the parts of the inventions of c¢laims 12-14
referring to the afore—-said invention, the part of the invention of claim
23 selected (1) and (2)

Claim 5 has & technical feature, said technical feature being a method
for predicting the prognosis of a patient with cancer or an inflammatory
disease using the expression amount of a gene, common to claim 1 that
is regarded as Invention 1 and claim 3 that is regarded as Invention
2.

(Continued to next extra sheet)
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However, the above-said technical feature cannot be considered to
be a special technical feature, since the technical feature falls within
a range of techniques well-known by a person in the art without necessity
for presentation of any document, and does not make a contribution over
the prieor art.

Further, there is no other same or corresponding special technical
feature between these inventions.

Further, claim 5 is not dependent on claims 1 and 2.

Further, c¢laim 5 has no relationship such that said c¢laim 5 is
substantially same as or equivalent to anyclaimclassified inte Invention
1 or 2.

Consequently, claim 5 cannot be classified inte either Invention 1
or Invention 2.

Claim 5 has a special technical feature that is a method for predicting
the prognosis of a patient with cancer or an inflammatory disease, said
method comprising measuring the expression amount of FROUNT gene and
the expressionamount of 2 CC chemckine receptor/ligand geneandpredicting
that, when the expression amount is not lower than a preset reference
value, the prognosis of the patient is to be good and predicting that,
when the expression amount of the CC chemokine receptor/ligand gene is
lower than the reference value, the progneosis of the patient is to be
worse with an increase in the expression amount of FROUNT gene. Thus,
claim 5 1s regarded as Invention 3.

The above-said opinicon may be also applied to the above-said other
inventions.

(Inventicon 4) In the inventions according to claims 15-20, the
inventions specified by "a FROUNT inhibitor".

The inventicn specified by "a FROUNT inhibitor" that is the first
alternative in claim 15 has a technical feature, said technical feature
being measuring the expression amount of a gene, common te claim 1 that
is regarded as Inventiocn 1, claim 2 that is regarded as Invention 2 and
claim 5 that is regarded as Invention 3.

However, the above-said technical feature cannot be considered to
be a special technical feature, since the technical feature doces not
make a contribution over the prior art without necessity for presentation
of any document.

Further, there is no other same or corresponding special technical
feature between these inventions.

Moreover, the invention specified by "a FROUNT inhibitor" in claim
15 does not depend on c¢laims 1, 2 and 5.

The invention specified by "a FROUNT inhiklitor" in claim 15 is neither
the same as nor corresponding to any of the claims regarded as Inventions
1 to 3.

Therefore, the invention specified by "a FROUNT inhibitor™ in claim
15 can be regarded as none of Inventions 1 to 3.

The inventicn specified by "a FROUNT inhibitor" in claim 15 has a
special technical feature of predicting the efficacy of a drug containing
a FROUNT inhibitor as an actiwve ingredient by measuring the expression
amount of FROUNT gene in a specimen collected from a patient under
consideration of the drug administration and predicting that the efficacy
of thedrug forthepatient istobebetterwithan increase inthe expression
amount of the FROUNT gene. Thus, this inventicn is regarded as Invention
4.

(Continued to next extra sheet)
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The abowve-said opinicon may ke alsc applied to the above-said other
inventions.

(Invention 5) In the inventions according te claims 15-20, the
inventions specified by "a chemckine inhibitor™.

The invention specified by "a chemokine inhibitor" that is the other
alternative in claim 15 has a technical feature, said technical feature
being measuring the expression amount of a gene, common to claim 1 that
is regarded as Invention 1, claim 2 that is regarded as Invention 2 and
¢laim 5 that 1s regarded as Invention 3.

However, the above-said technical feature cannot be considered to
be a special technical feature, since the technical feature does not
make a contribution over the prior art without necessity for presentation
of any document.

Further, there is no other same or corresponding special technical
feature between these inventions.

Moreover, the invention specified by "a chemokine inhibitor™ in claim
15 does not depend on claims 1, 3 and 5.

The inventicn specified by "a chemokine inhibitor™ in claim 15 is
neither the same as nor corresponding to any of the claims regarded as
Inventicons 1 to 4.

Therefore, the invention specified by "a chemckine inhibitor™ inclaim
15 can be regarded as none of Inventions 1 to 4.

The inventiocn specified by "a chemokine inhibiter" in c¢laim 15 has
a special technical feature of predicting the efficacyof adrug containing
a chemockine inhibitor as an active ingredient by measuring the expression
ameunt of FROUNT gene in a specimen ccllected from a patient under
considerationof the drug administration andpredicting that the efficacy
of thedrug for thepatient is tobebetterwithan increase inthe expression
amcount of the FROUNT gene. Thus, this invention is regarded as Invention
5.

The above-zaid opinion may ke alsoc applied to the above-said other
inventieons.

Continuation of Box No.III-4 of continuaticn of first sheet(2)

claim 1, the part of the invention of claim 4 referring to claim 1,
the part of the inventiconof claim 7 referring to the afore-said inventiocon,
claim 8, the parts of the inventions of claims 13, 14 referring to the
afore—-said invention, claim 21, the part of the invention of claim 23
selected (1)
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