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EPO-Internal, BIOSIS, CHEM ABS Data, WPI Data, PAJ, EMBASE

C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

Category °® | Citation of documan, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages

Ralevart to ¢laim No.

8 August 2002 (2002-08-08)

Y claims 1,6,15,23,29

X Wo 02/060488 A (UNIVERSITE CATHOLIQUE DE
LOUYAIN; TROUET, ANDRE; DUBOIS, VINCENT)

1-6,8,
10,13,
16,17,
25-31,
34-36,
50-52,
55,56,
58-60
1-60

m Furiher documents ere lIsted in the continuation af box C.

[ﬂ Patent {amily members are listed In annex.

° Speaial calegories of cited documents :

*A" document defining the generat atate of tha art which is not
conskiared 10 be of panicular relevance

*E* aarier document but pubfishad on or after the international
filing date

*L* dogument which may throw doubts on priority ¢laim(s) or
which is cited to establish the putdication dale of anaihar
citation ar other special reason {as specified)

*0" document raferring to an cral disclosurs, uss, exhibition or
other meens

"P* document published prior to the intamational filing date but
later than the priority date claimed
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of priority date and not in conflict with the application but
cited to understand the priniple or theory undarying tha
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"X" document of
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"&" docurnent member of the same patent family
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{ar rel ; the cl vention
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involve an inventiva step when e document 15 taken algne
"¥* documert of particular relevance; the claimed invenlion
cannot be considerad to involve an inventive step when the
document is combined with ane or mers other such docu—
mants, such combination being cbvious to 8 person skilked
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Box Il Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of Item 2 of first sheet)

This International Search Report has not been astablished in respact of certain elaims under Article 17(2}a) for the following reasons:

1. Claims Nos.:

~ because they relate to subject matter not required lo be searched by this Authority, namely:

Although claims 50-58 are directed to a method of treatment of the
human/animal body, the search has been carried out and based on the alleged
effects of the compound/composition.

2. E] Claims Nos.:
because they relate to paris of the Intemational Application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an gxtent that no meaningiul International Search can be cariied out, specifically:

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210

3 D Claims Nos.:

becauss they are dependent claims and ara not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box lil Observatione where unity of invention is lacking {Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This intarnaticnal Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this intemational application. as follows:

1. As all required additional saarch faes ware timely paid by the applicant, this Intemational Search Aeport covers all
searchable clairms.

2. D As all searchable claims could be searched withput effort justifying an additionat fee, this Authority did not invite payment
of any additional fee.

a. As only soma of tha raquired additional search fees wara timely paid by the applicant, this international Search Report
covers only those claims for which fees were paid, spacilically claims Nos.:

4. D No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequentty, this Intarmational Search Report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by ¢laims Nos.:

Remark on Protest D The additional search faes were accompanied by the applicant's protest.

D N protest accompanied the payment of addional search fees.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of firat shaet (2)) {January 2004)
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTASA/ 21(

Continuation of Box I1I.1

Although claims 50-58 are directed to & method of treatment of the
human/animal body, the search has been carried out and based on the
alleged effects of the compound/composition.

Continuation of Box II.2

Claims Nos.: -

In claim 1, the term "agent” lacks clarity (Art. 6 PCT). It 1s not
defined in the application either. Besides, claim 1 is an attempt to
define subject-matter solely on basis of functional definitions of
technical features ("binding moieties”, "binding member”, "binding
partner”, "masked"). Such a combination of functional definitions
contributes to the lack of clarity of claim ! (Art. 6 PCT). The
description does not render the scope of claim 1 more clear either,
since e.g. it is indicated on page 10 lines 29-31, that the binding
member and binding partner moieties need not be together on a single
molecular entity. Claim 1 must be construed as encompassing any two
compounds that may be capable of binding to each other but that are
prevented from doing so by virtue of a removable cause. Claim 1 thus
relates to an extremely large number of possibie compounds. The scope of
claim 1 is so unduly broad that it cannot be ascertained, and that a
meaningful search of the claim over its entirety is impossible. The same
considerations apply to claims 13-29 in so far as these relate to claims
1-11, and to claims 2-10, 30-32, 34-60. Also claims 34-36, 48 and 49
further lack clarity (Art. & PCT) in that it is .unclear whether each
population of said composition should comprise only binding members or
partners {(eg. M1, M2, M3, ... vs P1, P2, P3,...), or whether each
population should comprise both binding members and partners (e.g. Mlpl,
Mzp2, ... vs mlP1, m2PZ, ...}, or any other possible combination of a
plurality of potentially interacting entities {e.g. Mlpx, M2py, ..., vs
MyPl, MxPZz, ...).

Consequently, the search has been carried out for those parts of the
application which do appear to be clear (and concise), namely to an
entity comprising an antibody and its cognate epitope (claim 11 and
examples 1 and 3-8), to avidin or streptavidin and biotin {(c¢laim 12 and
example 2), to a receptor polypeptide and its cognate ligand, to lectins
and carbohydrates, to complementary nucleotides sequences {on basis of
e.g. p.25 par.1), to inactivated enzyme and its substrate, and to an
enzyme and its inhibitor (on basis of e.g. p.25 par.2).

The applicant’s attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions 1n respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subjJect of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT}. The applicant is advised that the EPQ
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCTASA/ 210

Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPQ (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.5),
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be
overcome.
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