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This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

L. Claims Nos.: 8
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

Claim 8 relates to an administration methed in constructing an antibody
or booster and thus pertains to methods for treatment of the human or animal
body by surgery or therapy as well as diagmostic methods to be practiced on
the human or animal body. Thus, it relates to (continued to extra sheet)

2 l:l Claims Nos.:
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5. l:l Claims Nos.:
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inventicns inveolving one or more of the same or corresponding special technical
features (PCT Rule 13.1). The “special technical features” shall mean those
technical features that define a contribution which each of the claimed
inventions, considered as a whole, makes over the prior art (PCT Rule 13.2) .
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L l:l As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international szarch report covers all searchable
claims.

2. l:l As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not mvite payment of
any additional fea.

3. l:l As only some of the required additional search fees were titnely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only these elaims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Noa.:

4 Mo required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this intemational search report is
restricted to the mvention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:
Claimg 1 to 4.

Remark on Protest O The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest.

I:l Nbo protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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Concerning c¢laimg, the statement in the description pointe out that
the invention as set forth in claim 6 seems an invention with the uge
of an anti-NC1 antibody. Thus, the matter common to the inventionsg as
get forth in ¢laimg 1 to 6, 9 and 10 regides in “an anti-NO1 antibody™.
Thua, the matter common to the inventicns as set forth in claima 1 to
&, 9 and 10 and the invention ags get forth in c¢laim 7 resides in “an
antibody against type IV collagen”. However, antibodies against type
IV ccllagen had been publicly known prior to the filing of the present
international application (see, for example, document 1: NINCMIYA, Y.,
et al., Differential expression of two basement membrane collagen genes,
COL4A6 and COL4AS5, demonstrated by immuncflucrescence staining using
peptide-specific monoclonal antibodies, The Journal of Cell Biology,
September 1595, Vol.130, Nc.5, pages 1219-1229%9). Thus, “an antibody
against type IV cellagen” cannot be considered as “a special technical
feature”.

The matter common tc the inventions as set forth in claims 1 to 4
resides in “an anti-NC1 monoclonal antibedy immunclogically reacting
with NC1 in glomerulue” which can be congidered as “a gpecial technical
feature”. 8Sincethematter common tothe inventions as set forthinclaims
5, 6, 9 and 10 regides in “an anti-NCl antibody”, the matter common to
the inventions as set forth in ¢laims 1 te 4 and the inventions as set
forth in 5, 6, ¢ and 10 resgidea in “an anti-NC1 antibedy” toc. However,
anti-NCl antibodies had been publicly known prior to the filing of the
present internatiocnal application too {see, for example, document 1).
Thus, it can be concluded that there is no “special technical feature”
common to the inventions a8 set forth in ¢laims 1 to 4 and the inventions
ag gset feorth in <laimg 5, 6, 5 and 10,

Such being the casge, ¢laimg have the following gix invention groups:
{1} the inventicns as set forth in claimsg 1 to 4;
{2} the invention as set forth in claim 5;
} the invention as set forth in claim 6;
} the invention as set forth in ¢laim 7;
(5) the invention as set forth in claim &; and
} the invention as set forth in claim 10.

Form PCT/ISAf210 (extra sheet) (January 2004)
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