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Box No. [I  Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)
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[

This international seerch report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2){n) for the following reasons:

1. D Claims Nos.:

because they relate to subject matter not required o be searched by this Authority, namely:

Claims Nos.:
because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent chat no meaningful nfernational search <an be carried out, specifically:

Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent elaims and are not drafied in aceordance with the second and third sentences of Rule §.4(a).

Box No. I Ohservations where unity of invention is kacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)
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L

X

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follews:
Please See Continuation Sheet

As all required additional search fecs were tmely paid by the applicant, this internztional search report covers all
searchable claims.

As gl searchable claims could be searched withont effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not lnvite
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Ags only some of the required additional search fees were timeiy paid by the applicant, this intermational search report
covers only those claimg for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

No required additiona] search fees were timely paid by the applicent. Consequently, this intemational search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 1-6

Remark on Profest I:J The additional search fees were accompanied by the zpplicant’s protest and, where applicable, the

payment of a protest fee,

D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest fee
wag not paid within the time liralt specified in the fevitaton.

D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.

A 2009.3.19
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International application No.

INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REFORT PCT/US06/37301

BOX HI. OBSERVATIONS WHERE UNITY QF INVENTION IS LACKING

This application eontains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked 45 to form a single peneral inventive
concept under PCT Rule 13.1. In order for all inventions to be examined, the approprizte additional examination fees must be paid,

Group [, claim(s} 1-G, drawn to a method of idemtifying muldple cellular components,
Group I, claim(s) 7.9, drawn to & method of operating a computer system.
Group I, claim(s) 10-15, drawn to a method of preparing unenriched maternal blood..

The inventions listed as Groups I do not relate to a single general inventive concept utkler PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule
13.2, they lack the same or corresponding specizl technical features for the following reascns: The Groups I-III lack the same or
correspanding special technical feature because the first named invention drawn to & method for identifying multiple cellular components
is taught in the prior art and therefore, the corresponding techunical feature is not "special” and does not provide a contribution over the
prior art. Additionally, the method of Inventions I-III are patentably distinet becanse the different methods require different starting
reagents, have different modes of operation and results in different effects.  Additionally, the different inventions are distinct and
unrelated due to non-overlapping subject matter,

Because these inventions are independent ar distinct for the reasons given above and there would be a serious burden on the examiner if
resiriction is not required because the inventions require a different field of search (see MPEP § 808.02), restriction for examination
purposes as indicated is proper.

During 4 telephone conversation with Marvin Wachs on April 19, 2007 a provisional election was made with traverse to prosecute the
invention of Group I, claims 1-6. Afftrmation of this election must be made by applicant in replying to this Office action. Claims 7-15
are withdrawn from further consideration by the examiner, 37 CFR 1.142(b}, s being drawn to a non-elected invention,

Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a nou-glected vention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance
with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one or mere of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim remaining in the
application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by a request under 37 CFR 1.48(b) and by the fee required under 37
CFR 1.17(i).
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