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the whole document
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termational spslication No.
INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT PCT/U52005/628871

Box Il Dbservations whara certein claims ware found unsearchable (Continuation of Bem 2 of first sheat)

This intarnational Saarch Report has notbesn established in reapect of certain claima under Article 17(2){a) for the following reasons:

1 d hcme%rdﬂehﬂbf%nﬁmlmﬂhmwmbyﬁbmﬂmm namely:
Although claims 15, 44 and 45 are directed io a method of treatment of the
human/animal body, the search has been carried out and based on the alleged

effects of the compound/composition.

2 El Claime Nos.: 62,63
becausa they reiate Io parts of the Imemetonal Applcation that da not co U“v;lhhapmtoqutﬁmanhhmch

an exterit Hat no meaningful Insmationsl Search can ba carrtod out, sp
see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210

3 I:I Claima Noa.:
becavse they are dependent cleims and ara not draftad in eccondanca with the second and third sentences of Rule B.4(a).

Box i Observations whora unity of tnvention is lacking {Continuation of lem 3 of first sheet)

This International Searshing Authority found mudtiphs imeations i this ntermetions application, as folows:

see additional sheet

1. As all required additionsl seamh tees wera imaly by the applicam, this imermnational Search R
Ds requt paid eport coveva all

2 As all seazchabla claims could be searched without effurt justifying an additional fue, this Authonlly did not invite
D of any additional fee. ayment

3. Asmuwneofﬂ'neruw.ﬂmduﬂluonduamhh-swareﬁndypaw the appicant, this Intemational Search Report
[:l sovers only those clalms for which fees were pakl, specifically dlalms Nos.: P

4, No red addtional search foes wers fmely pakd by the appicant. Cal uenty, this Intemalional Search Report ia
m %hhlmﬁonﬂmmﬂnnﬂhhdﬁrm;hhmdecmNm

1-20 and 22-48 (all entirely); 49, 51 and 52 {all in part)

Resmark on Protest DThssﬂdiﬂanalsewchhuwemmanyhmpMsmat

D No protest asaompaniad the payment of addiional aearch fees.

Form PCTASA/210 [continuation of first sheet (2)) {January 2004)
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Intsmational Application No. PCT/ 052005/ 628871

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROI  PCTASA/ 210

Continwation of Box II.1

Although ciaims 15, 44 and 45 are directed to a method of treatment of
the human/animal body, the search has been carried out and based on the -
alleged effects of the compound/composition.

Continuation of Box Il.1
Claims Mos.: 62,63

Rﬁh 39.1(iv] PCT - Method for treatment of the human or animal body by
therapy
(Claims 15, 44 and 45)

Continuation of Box [I.2

Claims Hos,: 62,63

Present claims 62 and 63 relate to the use of an extremely large number
of possible compounds, including a plethora of yet unknown, thus
hypothetical agonists/antagonists, for which no support and/or

_ disclosure within the meaning of Art. 5 PCT can be found.

1t should be borne in mind that claims 62 and 63 relate to the use of
any molecule identified by the method of claims 53 - 61 and 64. They are
not therefore 1imited to a compound of any precisely defined structure;
they include within their scope any known or unknown molecule, with the
sote requirement that these molecules are identifiable by the methods of
claims 53 - 61 and 64. This menner of claiming has two consequences:

- Identifying a compound by an allegediy novel methed does not
necessarily confer novelty to the molecule (implicit Tack of novelty).

- As the scope of product claim is not limited by any structural
characteristics, the requirements of clarity and sufficiency of
disclosure are not met, insofar as the broadly claimed scope is not
supported by the description and the claimed alleged invention cannot be
carried out by the skilled person.

Consequently, claims 62 and 63 have not been searched at all.

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1{e} PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
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Intemational Application No. PC'T/ US2005/ 28871

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCTASA/ 210

This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups .of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1, clajms: 1-20 and 22-48 (aﬂtfntirely); 49, 51 and 52 {all in
par

A method of evaluating osteoarthritis [0A) risk in a
subject, comprising: detecting differential activity of at
least four DA risk-related molecules in a sample of the
subject, wherein two of the at least four OA risk-related
molecules comprise IL-15 and sVAP-1.

Arrays having a basis in the present application, said
arsays cuipri sing antibodies that recognize at Jeast IL-15
and sVAP-1.

2. claim: 21

A methed of evaluating OA, wherein the method is a method of
classifying age-related OA risk related molecules in a

- subject, comprising: detecting differential activity of at
least four OA risk-related moiecules in a sample of the
subject, wherein the at least four DA risk-related molecules
comprise BONF, EGF, 6Ckine, [CAM-3, TGF-[beta]RIII, UPAR,
VCAM-I, IL-2, MIG, MMP7, and MPIF-I1.

3. claims: 50 (entirely); 49, 51 and 52 (all in part)

Arrays having a basis in the present aEpTicah’on and not
being covered by the Tirst invention above.

4. clajms: 53-61,64

A method of identifying an agent that alters an activity of
an OA risk-related motecule 1isted fn Tables 8 and 10-13,
comprising: culturing a cell under conditions sufficient to
mimic or induce DA; contacting the cell with one or more
test agents under conditions sufficient for the one or more
test agents to alter the activity of an DA risk-related
molecule; and detecting differential activity of the OA
risk-related molecule, wherein the presence of differential
activity of the OA risk-related molecule indicates that the
test agent alters the activity of an OA-related molecule
listed in Tables 8 and 10-13.
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Intermational Application No. PCT/ US2005/ 828871

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTASA/ 210

not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter 11 procedure. If the application proceeds inte the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.5},
should the problems which led to the Article 17{2) declaration be
overcome.
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REFORT
Iormation o et farly mermier® PCT/US2085/028871
Patent document Publication Patant family Publication
cied n search report date member{s) date

W0 2004024802 A2 25-03-2608 AU 2063272465 AL 30-94-2004
CA 2495252 Al 25-03-2004
EP 1581652 A2 05-10-2605
JP 2086586979 T 62-03-2606
£ 1477571 A 17-11-2004 US 2004229225 Al 18-11-2004
US 2085288518 AL 59-69-2005

----------------------------------

Form PCTAGAZYD (nalsnt tamily ancex) (Aprl 20108}
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