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1502

PROVIDE A TOTAL CORE BIOPSY DEVICE
HAVING AN OUTER CANNULA WITH A
CUTTING EDGE THAT IS BIASED CLOSED
AND AN INNER CANNULA WITH A CUTTING
EDGE.

N

1504

CONFIGURE THE TOTAL CORE BIOPSY
DEVICE WHEREIN THE CUTTING EDGE OF
THE INNER CANNULA IS DISPOSED WITHIN
A LUMEN OF THE OUTER CANNULA AND
WHEREIN THE CUTTING EDGE OF THE
OUTER CANNULA IS CLOSED.

A

POSITION THE TOTAL CORE BIOPSY DEVICE
OVER A BIOPSY SITE.

 J

1508

DIRECT THE INNER CANNULA IN A DISTAL
DIRECTION WHEREIN THE CUTTING EDGE
OF THE OUTER CANNULA OPENS AND THE
INNER CANNULA CUTS A PORTION OF A
BIOPSY SAMPLE AND IS GATHERED WITHIN
A LUMEN OF THE INNER CANNULA.

A

DIRECT THE OUTER CANNULA IN A DISTAL
DIRECTION OVER THE INNER CANNULA
WHEREIN THE CUTTING EDGE OF THE
OUTER CANNULA CLOSES AND SEVERS

THE BIOPSY SAMPLE.

1512

A

EJECT THE SAMPLE FROM THE TOTAL

CORE BIOPSY DEVICE.

N

Fig. 15
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TOTAL CORE BIOPSY DEVICE AND
METHOD OF USE

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims the benefit of priority from U.S.
Provisional Application No. 61/445,294, filed Feb. 22, 2011,
which is hereby incorporated by reference in its entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to medical devices and more
specifically, biopsy devices.

BACKGROUND

Biopsies are important medical tests used to collect cells or
tissue for examination so as to determine the presence, extent,
or likelihood of disease, trauma, ailment, or for other diag-
nostic or therapeutic applications. Biopsies are generally
painful procedures, and current devices used to collect
samples suffer from many shortcomings such as being bulky
or not being able to collect a complete core sample. Biopsy
collection devices also cause unnecessary trauma to the sur-
rounding tissue by ripping or tearing the sample from its
original dwelling.

BRIEF SUMMARY

Inafirst aspect, a biopsy device is provided having an outer
cannula having a proximal portion, a distal portion, and a
lumen extending between the proximal portion and the distal
portion, wherein the distal portion includes a cutting edge
configured for cutting a biopsy sample; the device further
includes an inner cannula having a proximal portion, a distal
portion, and a lumen extending between the proximal portion
and the distal portion configured for accepting a core biopsy
sample, wherein the distal portion of the inner cannula
includes a cutting edge configured for cutting a biopsy
sample, wherein the inner cannula is partially disposed within
the lumen of the outer cannula, and wherein the inner cannula
is configured for axial movement out from the cutting edge of
the outer cannula; wherein the cutting edge of the outer can-
nula is biased to close the lumen of the outer cannula and
configured to open the lumen of the outer cannula when a
force 1s applied to an inside surface of the cutting edge of the
outer cannula by the inner cannula.

In a second aspect, a method for taking a total core biopsy
is provided comprising the steps of providing a total core
biopsy device including: an outer cannula having a proximal
portion, a distal portion, and a lumen extending between the
proximal portion and the distal portion, wherein the distal
portion includes a cutting edge configured for cutting a
biopsy sample; an inner cannula having a proximal portion, a
distal portion, and a lumen extending between the proximal
portion and the distal portion configured for accepting a core
biopsy sample, wherein the distal portion of the inner cannula
includes a cutting edge configured for cutting a biopsy
sample, wherein the inner cannula is partially disposed within
the lumen of the outer cannula, and wherein the inner cannula
is configured for axial movement out from the cutting edge of
the outer cannula; wherein the cutting edge of the outer can-
nula is biased to close the lumen of the outer cannula and
configured to open the lumen of the outer cannula when a
force is applied to an inside surface of the cutting edge of the
outer cannula by the inner cannula; configuring the total core
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biopsy device wherein the cutting edge of the inner cannula is
disposed within the lumen of the outer cannula and wherein
the cutting edge ofthe outer cannula is closed, positioning the
total core biopsy device over a biopsy site; directing the inner
cannula in a distal direction wherein the cutting edge of the
outer cannula opens and the inner cannula cuts a portion of a
biopsy sample and is gathered within the lumen of the inner
cannula; and directing the outer cannula in a distal direction
over the inner cannula wherein the cutting edge of the outer
cannula closes and severs the biopsy sample.

In a third aspect, a handle for use with total core biopsy
device is provided having a distal portion and a proximal
portion, wherein the distal portion is configured for receiving
a total core biopsy device, and wherein the proximal portion
of the handle is configured for axially advancing and with-
drawing an inner cannula of the total core biopsy device,
wherein the inner cannula advances out from an outer cannula
of the total core biopsy device so as to open a biased closed
cutting edge of the outer cannula, and wherein the inner
cannula withdrawals from the outer cannula so as to close a
biased close cutting edge of the outer cannula.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

The embodiments will be further described in connection
with the attached drawing figures. It is intended that the
drawings included as a part of this specification be illustrative
of the exemplary embodiments and should in no way be
considered as a limitation on the scope of the invention.
Indeed, the present disclosure specifically contemplates other
embodiments not illustrated but intended to be included in the
claims.

FIG. 1 illustrates a side view of an exemplary total core
biopsy device for collecting a total core biopsy sample;

FIG. 2 illustrates a perspective view of an exemplary total
core biopsy device for collecting a total core biopsy sample
wherein the outer cutting edge is illustrated in a closed posi-
tion;

FIG. 3 illustrates a perspective view of an exemplary total
core biopsy device for collecting a total core biopsy sample
wherein the outer cutting edge is illustrated an open position;

FIG. 4 illustrates a perspective view of an exemplary inner
cannula;

FIG. 5 illustrates a cross-sectional side view of an exem-
plary total core biopsy device in use;

FIG. 6 illustrates a partial cross-sectional side view of an
exemplary total core biopsy device in use;

FIG. 7 illustrates a cross-sectional side view of an exem-
plary total core biopsy device for collecting a total core
biopsy sample having an optional stylet in use;

FIG. 8 illustrates a side view of an alternate exemplary total
core biopsy device for collecting a total core biopsy sample;

FIG. 9 illustrates a side view of an exemplary outer cannula
in an open position;

FIG. 10 illustrates a cross-sectional side view of an exem-
plary total core biopsy device in use;

FIG. 11 illustrates a partial cross-sectional side view of an
exemplary total core biopsy device in use;

FIG. 12 illustrates a top view of an exemplary handle for
use with a total core biopsy device;

FIG. 13 illustrates a bottom view of an exemplary handle
for use with a total core biopsy device;

FIG. 14 illustrates a partial cross-sectional side view of an
exemplary handle for use with a total core biopsy device; and

FIG. 15 illustrates a method for taking a total core biopsy
sample.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PRESENTLY
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

The exemplary embodiments illustrated herein provide
exemplary apparatuses and methods for collecting a total core
biopsy sample. The present invention is not limited to those
embodiments described herein, but rather, the disclosure
includes all equivalents including those of different shapes
and sizes. The devices can be used in any field benefiting from
a biopsy sample.

A more detailed description of the embodiments will now
be given with reference to FIGS. 1-15. Throughout the dis-
closure, like reference numerals and letters refer to like ele-
ments. The present disclosure is not limited to the embodi-
ments illustrated; to the contrary, the present disclosure
specifically contemplates other embodiments not illustrated
but intended to be included in the claims.

Ithas been discovered that a double cannula, light-weight,
easy to use, small, inexpensive device permitting one-handed
operation and a beveled edge can be created to reduce trauma
to the surrounding tissue and organs and take a total core
sample such that the problem of inadequate sample size is
solved.

FIG. 1 illustrates a side view of an exemplary total core
biopsy device 100 for collecting a total core biopsy sample.
Device 100 has proximal portion 100a, distal portion 1005,
outer cannula 102, and optional markers 106. Although three
markers 106 are illustrated more or less markers 106 can be
used, including none. Optional markers 106 are made from
Platinum-Iridium alloy or any other echogenic material,
including but not limited to, gold and tungsten. An echogenic
material includes surface irregularities that reflect ultrasonic
waves and thus, allows the material to be seen with ultrasonic
imaging devices. Echogenic techniques are described in U.S.
Pat. No. 5,081,997 and U.S. Pat. No. 5,289,831, and are
hereby incorporated by reference in their entirety. It is con-
templated that markers 106 can be manufactured in whole or
in part from other materials, including but not limited to,
stainless steel or other suitable medical-grade materials,
including but not limited to, radiopaque materials, such that
the material provides for visualization outside the patient
using a visualization device, including but not limited to,
fluoroscopy, x-ray, and magnetic resonance imaging (MRI).

As illustrated here, markers 106 are etched with a pattern
which provides for visualization using ultrasound (or other
visualization technique) such that the user knows the depth of
outer cannula within a body. Body is not limited to a human
body; indeed others are contemplated, including but not lim-
ited to, animals. User is not limited to a human being; indeed
anything capable of using the device is contemplated, includ-
ing but not limited to, a machine.

Outer cannula 102 has cutting edge 104. Cutting edge 104
of outer cannula 102 (and the cutting edge of other outer
cannulas contemplated) is made from nickel titanium (niti-
nol) or any other material that provides for biasing a material
into a certain position wherein the material attempts to reas-
sume that biased position when put into a position different
from the biased position. Cutting edge 104 is sharpened to
efficiently cut through tissue, muscle, or other material from
which a biopsy sample is to be taken. Cutting edge 104 is
heat-set in a closed position such that cutting edge 104 is
biased to assume a closed position as illustrated in FIGS. 1
and 2. The remainder of outer cannula 102 (and other outer
cannulas contemplated) is also made from nitinol or any other
material having properties similar to nitinol such that the
material is configurable into a biased position, and when out
from that position is biased to resume the initial biased posi-
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4

tion, including but not limited to echogenic and other mate-
rials that may or may not provide for visualization using a
visualization device, including but not limited to fluoroscopy,
x-ray, ultrasound, or MRIL.

Tt is contemplated that outer cannula can be configured to
have a variety of gauges and lengths depending upon the
needs of the patient and the area from which the biopsy
sample is to be taken.

As illustrated in FIG. 1, cutting edge 104 has a three-leaf/
petal design and sharpened edges, such as being razor sharp,
to provide for an efficient cutting edge for cutting tissue,
muscle, or other material from a body. Although illustrated as
three-leafs, other cutting edges are contemplated such that
cutting edge is biased in a closed position and is able to be
opened from a force applied to an interior surface of the
cutting edge.

FIG. 2 illustrates a perspective view of an exemplary total
core biopsy device 100 for collecting a total core biopsy
sample wherein cutting edge 104 of outer cannula 102 is
illustrated in a closed position. FIG. 3 illustrates a perspective
view of an exemplary total core biopsy device 100 for col-
lecting a total core biopsy sample wherein cutting edge 104 of
outer cannula 102 is illustrated in an open position exposing
lumen 1024 of outer cannula 102.

FIG. 4 illustrates a perspective view of an exemplary inner
cannula 402 having lumen 402a extending there through.
Cutting edge 404 is optionally beveled, and it is sharpened,
such as being sharpened to a razor point, to provide for an
efficient cutting edge for cutting tissue, muscle, or other mate-
rial from a body. Inner cannula 402 (and other inner cannulas
contemplated) is made from stainless steel. However, it is
contemplated that inner cannula 402 (and other inner cannu-
las contemplated) can be made from other materials, includ-
ing but not limited to, being manufactured in whole or in part
from plastic or other suitable medical-grade materials,
including but not limited to, echogenic and other materials
that may or may not provide for visualization using a visual-
ization device, including but not limited to fluoroscopy, x-ray,
ultrasound, or MRI. Additionally, inner cannula 402 (and
other inner cannulas contemplated) can also include any
number of markers, such as those illustrated in FIG. 1, includ-
ing none. It is contemplated that inner cannula can be config-
ured to have a variety of gauges and lengths depending upon
the needs of the patient and the area from which the biopsy
sample is to be taken.

Inner cannula 402 is disposed within outer cannula 102
such that inner cannula 402 optionally fits snugly within outer
cannula 102, but with enough space disposed between inner
cannula 402 and outer cannula 102 such that inner cannula
402 can be moved axially, both proximally 100a and distally
1005 relative to outer cannula 102.

FIG. 5 illustrates a cross-sectional side view of an exem-
plary total core biopsy device 100 in use. Device 100 is
directed to the area from where the biopsy sample is to be
taken wherein cutting edge 404 of inner cannula 402 is dis-
posed within outer cannula 102 such that cutting edge 104 of
outer cannula 102 is closed, as illustrated in FIG. 1. Inner
cannula 402 is then advanced in a distal direction 1005 out
from outer cannula 102 such that cutting edge 104 of outer
cannula 102 opens from the force exerted by inner cannula
402 engaging the interior surface of cutting edge 104 of outer
cannula 102. Cutting edge 404 of inner cannula 402 subse-
quently cuts tissue sample S as it pierces it, severing it from its
original site, and collecting it in lumen 402¢ of inner cannula
402.

FIG. 6 illustrates a partial cross-sectional side view of an
exemplary total core biopsy device 100 in use. After inner
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cannula 402 has cut biopsy sample S (as shown in FIG. 5),
outer cannula 102 is drawn over inner cannula 402, such that
cutting edge 104 of outer cannula 102 moves to its biased-
closed position to thereby cut the remainder of sample S from
its original location. Thus, a total core sample has been col-
lected within lumen 4024 of inner cannula 402.

FIG. 7 illustrates a cross-sectional side view of an exem-
plary total core biopsy device 100 for collecting a total core
biopsy sample having optional stylet 702. Stylet 702 is closed
at its distal-most end 704 such that it provides a pushing
surface to aid the ejection of sample S subsequent to its
collection (as shown in FIG. 6). As illustrated in FIG. 7,
sample S is being ejected from device 100 by advancing stylet
702 in a distal direction 1005.

FIGS. 8 and 9 illustrate an alternate exemplary total core
biopsy device 900 for collecting a total core biopsy sample,
wherein device 900 has proximal portion 900a and distal
portion 9005. F1G. 8 illustrates a side view of device 900 and
FIG. 9 illustrates a perspective view of device 900. The total
core biopsy device 900 includes an exemplary outer cannula
902 including a lumen 902a extending there through. As
illustrated in FIG. 8, device 900 has outer cannula 902 with
cutting edge 904 that includes one flap that is heat-set at a
closed position such that cutting edge 904 is biased to assume
a closed position. FIG. 9 illustrates cutting edge 904 of outer
cannula 902 in an open position.

FIG. 10 illustrates a cross-sectional side view of an exem-
plary total core biopsy device 900 in use. More particularly,
device 900 is directed to the area from where the biopsy
sample is to be taken wherein cutting edge 1104 of inner
cannula 1102 is disposed within outer cannula 902, such that
cutting edge 904 of outer cannula 902 is closed, as illustrated
in FIG. 8. Inner cannula 1102 is then advanced in a distal
direction 9005 out from outer cannula 902 such that cutting
edge 904 of outer cannula 902 opens from the force exerted by
inner cannula 1102 engaging cutting edge 904 of outer can-
nula 902. Cutting edge 1104 of inner cannula 1102 cuts tissue
sample S as it pierces it, severing it from its original site, and
collecting it in lumen 1102¢ of inner cannula 1102.

FIG. 11 illustrates a partial cross-sectional side view of an
exemplary total core biopsy device 900 in use. After inner
cannula 1102 has cut biopsy sample S (as shown in FIG. 10),
outer cannula 902 is drawn over inner cannula 1102, such that
cutting edge 904 of outer cannula 902 moves to its biased-
closed position cutting the remainder of sample S from its
original location. Sample S can be ejected from optional
notch 1106 and distal portion 9005 of inner cannula 1102. An
optional stylet can also be used, as illustrated in FIG. 7.

FIG. 12 illustrates a top view of an exemplary handle 1200
for use with a total biopsy device for collecting a total core
biopsy sample, such as those illustrated herein; FIG. 13 illus-
trates a bottom view of the same; and FIG. 14 illustrates a side
view of the same. As illustrated in FIGS. 12-14, handle 1200
has proximal portion 1200q, distal portion 12005, and finger
loops 1204 to aid in holding handle 1200. Other means for
holding the device are contemplated.

Plunger 1202 is connected to proximal portion 100a of
inner cannula 402, which is slidingly engaged with inner
cannula sled 1208. Outer cannula 102 is slidingly engaged
with outer cannula sled 1210. When plunger 1202 is pulled in
a proximal direction 1200q, outer cannula sled 1210 is first
cocked followed by inner cannula sled 1208 causing springs
12065, 1206a to compress, respectively, such that cutting
edge 404 of inner cannula 402 is within outer cannula 102 and
cutting edge 104 of outer cannula 102 is closed such that
biopsy device 100 can be directed to a site for taking a biopsy
sample. Once at the site for taking a biopsy, plunger 1202 is
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moved distally 12004, inner cannula sled 1208 is fired caus-
ing spring 1206a to decompress, releasing inner cannula
rocking mechanism 1212a (illustrated in FIG. 14), and mov-
ing inner cannula 402 axially in a distal direction 1005 caus-
ing cutting edge 404 of inner cannula 402 to cut the sample,
followed by the release of outer cannula sled 1210, causing
spring 12065 to decompress, releasing outer cannula rocking
mechanism 12125 (illustrated in FIG. 14), and moving outer
cannula 102 axially in a distal direction 1005 causing cutting
edge 104 of outer cannula 102 to close over distal portion of
inner cannula 402 and cut the remaining tissue core sample.
An optional stylet can be pushed distally 1005 through
plunger 1202 into inner cannula 402 to help eject the sample,
or the stylet can optionally be included as a component part of
handle 1200 such that when plunger 1202 is pulled in a
proximal direction 12004 for a second time, stylet pushes the
sample out from inner cannula 402.
FIG. 15 illustrates a method for taking a total core biopsy
sample. Provide a total core biopsy device having an outer
cannula with a cutting edge that is biased-closed and an inner
cannula with a cutting edge at block 1502. Configure the total
core biopsy device wherein the cutting edge of the inner
cannula is disposed within a lumen of the outer cannula and
wherein the cutting edge of the outer cannula is closed at
block 1504. Position the total core biopsy device over a
biopsy site at block 1506. Direct the inner cannula in a distal
direction wherein the cutting edge of the outer cannula opens
and the inner cannula cuts a portion of a biopsy sample and is
gathered within a lumen of the inner cannula at block 1508.
Direct the outer cannula in a distal direction over the inner
cannula wherein the cutting edge of the outer cannula closes
and severs the biopsy sample at block 1510. Eject the sample
from the total core biopsy device at block 1512.
From the foregoing, it can be seen that the present disclo-
sure provides total core biopsy devices and methods for tak-
ing a total core biopsy sample and a means for using the
devices, such as a handle. That which is contemplated solves
the problem, for example, of an inadequate sample size and
quality while providing for light-weight, easy to use, small,
inexpensive devices permitting one-handed operation and
beveled edges to reduce trauma to the surrounding tissue and
organs from which a total core biopsy sample may be taken.
The invention claimed is:
1. A biopsy device comprising:
an outer cannula having a proximal portion, a distal por-
tion, and a lumen extending between the proximal por-
tion and the distal portion, wherein the distal portion
comprises a movable cutting edge configured for cutting
an end portion of a biopsy sample;
an inner cannula having a proximal portion, a distal por-
tion, and a lumen extending between the proximal por-
tion and the distal portion configured for accepting a
core biopsy sample, wherein the distal portion of the
inner cannula comprises an angled distal end having a
cutting edge configured for cutting a circumferential
side portion of the biopsy sample without rotation,
wherein the inner cannula is partially disposed within
the lumen of the outer cannula, and wherein the inner
cannula is configured for axial movement out from and
distally beyond the cutting edge of the outer cannula;

wherein the cutting edge of the inner cannula is beveled;
and

wherein the cutting edge of the outer cannula is biased to

close the lumen of the outer cannula and retain the
biopsy sample there within, and wherein the cutting
edge of the inner cannula is configured to open the lumen
of the outer cannula when a force is applied to an inside
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surface of the cutting edge of the outer cannula by axial

distal movement of the inner cannula, and

wherein the cutting edge of the outer cannula further com-

prises a unitary flap, the flap movable between a folded
configuration and a unfolded configuration, the lumen of
the outer cannula being closed when the flap is in the
folded configuration, and the lumen of the outer cannula
being open when the flap is in the unfolded configura-
tion.

2. The biopsy device of claim 1, further comprising a stylet
having a proximal portion and a distal portion, wherein the
distal portion is closed and comprises a constant cross-sec-
tion, and wherein the stylet is configured for at least partial
disposition within the lumen of the inner cannula, and the
stylet is further configured for axial movement within the
lumen of the inner cannula for ejection of a biopsy sample
from the inner cannula.

3. The biopsy device of claim 1, where at least one of the
outer cannula or inner cannula further comprises a marker
disposed about an outer surface of the outer cannula or the
inner cannula, wherein the marker is configured for viewing
using a visualization device, the visualization device com-
prising one of fluoroscopy, x-ray, ultrasound, or magnetic
resonance imaging (MRI).

4. The biopsy device of claim 3, wherein at least one of the
outer cannula or inner cannula comprises a plurality of mark-
ers disposed about an outer surface of the outer cannula or the
inner cannula at spaced apart locations.

5. The biopsy deviceofclaim 1, wherein the cutting edge of
the outer cannula is nickel titanium (nitinol).

6. The biopsy device of claim 1, wherein the cutting edge of
the outer cannula is heat-set to a closed position.

7. The biopsy device of claim 1, wherein the inner cannula
further comprises a notch disposed within an outer surface of
the inner cannula wherein the notch exposes the lumen of the
inner cannula to the outer surface of the inner cannula.

8. The biopsy device of claim 1, wherein the inner cannula
comprises stainless steel.

9. The biopsy device of claim 1, wherein the outer cannula
comprises nitinol.

10. A method for taking a total core biopsy comprising:

providing a total core biopsy device comprising:

an outer cannula having a proximal portion, a distal
portion, and a lumen extending between the proximal
portion and the distal portion, wherein the distal por-
tion comprises a movable cutting edge configured for
cutting a first portion of a biopsy sample;

an inner cannula having a proximal portion, a distal
portion, and a lumen extending between the proximal
portion and the distal portion configured for accepting
acore biopsy sample, wherein the distal portion of the
inner cannula comprises an angled distal end having a
beveled cutting edge configured for cutting a circum-
ferential second portion of the biopsy sample upon
axial movement of the inner cannula, wherein the
inner cannula is partially disposed within the lumen of
the outer cannula, and wherein the inner cannula is
configured for axial movement out from the cutting
edge of the outer cannula;

a stylet having a proximal portion and a distal portion,
wherein the distal portion is closed and comprises a
constant cross-section, the stylet being configured for
at least partial disposition within the lumen of the
inner cannula, and further being configured for axial
movement within the lumen of the inner cannula for
ejection of the biopsy sample from the inner cannula;
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wherein the cutting edge of the outer cannula is biased to
close the lumen of the outer cannula, and is further
configured to open the lumen of the outer cannula
when a force is applied by the inner cannula to an
inside surface of the cutting edge of the outer cannula;

wherein the cutting edge of the outer cannula further
comprises a unitary foldable flap movable between a
folded configuration and an unfolded configuration,
the lumen of'the outer cannula being closed when the
flap 1s in the folded configuration, and the lumen of
the outer cannula being open when the flap is in the
unfolded configuration;

configuring the total core biopsy device wherein the cutting

edge of theinner cannula is disposed within the lumen of
the outer cannula and wherein the flap of the cutting edge
of the outer cannula is in the folded configuration and the
lumen of the outer cannula is closed;

positioning the total core biopsy device over a biopsy site;

directing the inner cannula in a distal direction so as to

engage and move the flap of the cutting edge of the outer
cannula to the unfolded configuration and open the
lumen of the outer cannula, and further directing the
inner cannula in the distal direction so as to cut and
gather a portion of a biopsy sample within the lumen of
the inner cannula;

directing the outer cannula in the distal direction over the

inner cannula wherein the flap of the cutting edge of the
outer cannula severs the biopsy sample and closes the
lumen of the outer cannula; and

directing the stylet in a distal direction to eject the biopsy

sample from the lumen of the inner cannula.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein the positioning of the
total core biopsy device over a biopsy site further comprises
visualizing markers disposed about the biopsy device using a
visualization device.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein the visualization
device is one of fluoroscopy, x-ray, ultrasound, or magnetic
resonance imaging (MRI).

13. The method of claim 10, wherein the directing of the
inner cannula and directing of the outer cannula further com-
prises using a handle attached to the total core biopsy device,
thehandle comprising a first sled attached to the inner cannula
and configured to axially move the inner cannula, a second
sled attached to the outer cannula and configured to axially
move the outer cannula, and a plunger configured for firing
the first sled to axially drive the inner cannula out from the
outer cannula and into a biopsy site, the plunger being further
configured for firing the second sled to axially drive the outer
cannula over the inner cannula so as to close the cutting edge
of the outer cannula and sever the biopsy sample.

14. The biopsy device of claim 1 further comprising a
handle, the handle comprising a first sled attached to the irner
cannula and configured to axially move the inner cannula, a
second sled attached to the outer cannula and configured to
axially move the outer cannula, and a plunger configured for
firing the first sled to axially drive the inner cannula out from
the outer cannula and into a biopsy site, the plunger being
further configured for firing the second sled to axially drive
the outer cannula over the inner cannula so as to close the
cutting edge of the outer cannula and sever the biopsy sample.

15. The biopsy device of claim 14, wherein the handle is
configured for the axial passage of a stylet there through and
into the inner cannula.
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