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1
ULTRASONOGRAPH

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to an ultrasonic diagnostic
apparatus which has multiple display modes (e.g., B-mode
function, color-Doppler function, or pulse-Doppler func-
tion).

BACKGROUND ART

The ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus enables observation of
the internal structure of a body and the blood flow profile in a
non-invasive and simple fashion and is therefore used in a
wide variety of medical applications.

Many of the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatuses have mul-
tiple display modes. For example, the B mode for displaying
the information about the physical state of the internal struc-
ture of the biological body in the form of a tomographic
image, the color-Doppler (CDI, CFM) mode for obtaining the
bloodstream information, and the pulse-Doppler (PWD)
mode.

The ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus transmits an ultrasonic
beam (pulse wave) into the body of a biological body and
performs signal processing on a reflection echo signal
received via a probe, thereby obtaining biological informa-
tion. The pulse width, the wave number and the amplitude of
the transmitted pulse wave are different among the respective
transmission modes such that the optimum reception process
is achieved in each of the display modes.

Generally, in the B mode, a wide-band signal, i.e., a short-
pulse wave transmission signal that includes about one to two
waves, is used. One of the reasons for this is that the B mode
is employed in diagnosis of an organ boundary or diagnosis as
to whether or not there is a tumor or polyp which is performed
based on the physical state information, and therefore, a wide
band signal which is excellent in terms of resolution is suit-
able to this application. On the other hand, in the color-
Doppler mode and the pulse-Doppler mode, a narrow-band
transmission pulse, i.e., a long-pulse wave transmission sig-
nal that includes about four to eight waves, is used. One of the
reasons for this is that these Doppler modes are employed in
the case where a plurality of pulses are transmitted to and
received from one site and the blood flow profile and the
bloodstream spectrum are obtained from the relationships
among the phases of respective received waves, and there-
fore, a signal in a specific frequency band (narrow-band sig-
nal) is suitable to this case.

To always improve the S/N ratio in the respective modes,
the amplitude of a pulse applied to a piezoelectric vibrator
may be increased by increasing the transmission supply volt-
age.

However, to reduce the effect of ultrasonic energy on a
biological body, the energy of the transmission signal trans-
mitted from the ultrasonic probe is limited. The energy of the
transmission signal depends on the amplitude and the number
of vibrations (frequency) of the signal. Therefore, in the
color-Doppler or pulse-Doppler mode in which the transmis-
sion signal used has a long pulse wave, it is necessary to
decrease the transmission supply voltage as compared to the
B mode.

One of the existing solutions to this problem is to change
the supply voltage for every scan line and controls the pulse
amplitude for every transmission mode. To this end, it is
necessary to change the supply voltage with an extremely
high rate in order to change the supply voltage for every scan
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line. This may be accomplished by, for example, a technique
disclosed in Patent Document 1.

FIG. 12 shows a conventionally-known transmission unit
for controlling the pulse amplitude for every one of the trans-
mission modes. This transmission unit includes transmission
circuits of two different types which correspond to the respec-
tive transmission modes, and two pullers 51, 53 are respec-
tively coupled to two drive amplifiers 52, 54 which are set to
different driving voltages. By selectively switching the drive
amplifier 52 and the drive amplifier 54 for every transmission
mode, the switching is accomplished within a short period of
time. Patent Document 1 describes a use with the combina-
tion of the B mode and the continuous-wave Doppler mode,
although the same applies to the combination of the B mode
and the color-Doppler mode and the combination of the B
mode and the pulse-Doppler mode.

CITATION LIST
Patent Literature

Patent Document 1: Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publica-
tion No. 63-240843

SUMMARY OF INVENTION
Technical Field

The transmission unit shown in FIG. 12 needs to be sepa-
rately provided to each one of the transmission channels of
the ultrasonic probe. In the existing ultrasonic diagnostic
apparatuses in recent years, the transmission circuit has 64 to
several hundred channels at the maximum. If one transmis-
sion unit is provided to each channel, two different types of
transmission circuits are necessary. As compared with a
single power supply configuration, the required transmission
circuit is twofold or more, which leads to a problem that the
total circuit scale unduly increases.

Further, appropriately setting two types of transmission
supply voltages and carrying out an operation with combina-
tions of different voltages of respective modes complicate
measurement of the ultrasonic acoustic power and computa-
tion of the Ispta that is deduced from the measured ultrasonic
acoustic power and MI, TI references. Thus, setting of the
transmission supply voltage for securing the acoustic safety
becomes very complicated, resulting in an increased devel-
opment period.

For the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatuses in recent years,
size reduction and weight reduction as well as price reduction
have been accelerated along with improved convenience.
BEven small-size, light-weight apparatuses usually have the
color-Doppler display mode. However, the increase of the
scale of the transmission unit circuit is a major impediment to
that arrangement. Also, the increased development period
leads to an increased development cost and delayed timing of
release of commercial products into the market, causing loss
of opportunities. As a result, it is difficult to provide ultrasonic
diagnostic apparatuses with low prices.

The present invention was conceived in view of the above
problems. One of the objects of the present invention is to
provide a small-size ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus manu-
factured at a low cost which is capable of displaying images
suitable to respective ones of the B mode and the Doppler
mode.

Solution to Problem

An ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus of the present invention
is an ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus which has multiple dis-
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play modes, including: a probe for transmitting an ultrasonic
beam and receiving a reflection wave of the ultrasonic beam
reflected from a tissue of a biological body; a pulser for
generating a pulse wave which is determined according to a
transmission mode; a transmission circuit which has a drive
amplifier whose amplification rate does not vary according to
the transmission mode but varies according to a display
mode; a low-pass filter for filtering the reflection wave; and a
signal processing circuit which includes at least a B-mode
signal processing circuit and a color-Doppler or pulse-Dop-
pler signal processing circuit, wherein the low-pass filter has
such a filter characteristic that at least a cutoff frequency
varies according to a selected display mode.

The filter characteristic of the low-pass filter may be set as
follows: if an output amplitude of the ultrasonic beam is
greater than a threshold value, the filter characteristic of the
low-pass filter is switched to a first low-pass characteristic; if
the output amplitude of the ultrasonic beam is equal to or
smaller than the threshold value, the filter characteristic of the
low-pass filter is switched to a second low-pass characteristic;
and a cutoff frequency of the second low-pass characteristic is
lower than a cutoff frequency of the first low-pass character-
istic.

The filter characteristic of the second low-pass filter may
be set such that a higher frequency component ofa band ofthe
reflection wave receivable by the probe is partially cut off.

The filter characteristic of the low-pass filter may be set as
follows: if the output amplitude of the ultrasonic beam is
greater than the threshold value, the filter characteristic of the
low-pass filter is switched to the first low-pass characteristic;
if the output amplitude of the ultrasonic beam is equal to or
smaller than the threshold value, the filter characteristic of the
low-pass filter is switched to the second low-pass character-
istic; and a gain of a pass band of the second low-pass char-
acteristic is greater than that of the first low-pass characteris-
tic.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

Anultrasonic diagnostic apparatus of the present invention
transmits an ultrasonic beam whose amplitude varies accord-
ing to a display mode selected from multiple display modes.
Then, the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus receives the ultra-
sonic beam reflected from a tissue of a biological body and
subjects the received ultrasonic beam to a low-pass filter. The
low-pass filter has such a filter characteristic that at least one
of the gain of its pass band and the cutoff frequency varies
according to the selected display mode. With such an arrange-
ment, reception band restriction which is imposed according
to the transmission output amplitude can be realized. There-
fore, a small-size ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus can be pro-
vided at a low cost which is capable of displaying a wide
band, high frequency B-image with excellent resolution in the
single B mode and displaying a B-image with excellent S/N
ratio in the color-Doppler display mode.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows the exterior of an ultrasonic diagnostic appa-
ratus 100 that is an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of the ultrasonic diagnostic
apparatus 100 that is an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a diagram showing a detailed hardware configu-
ration of a one-channel transmission circuit 1.

FIG. 4 is a diagram showing a configuration of a receiving
circuit 3.
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FIG. 5 is a diagram showing a hardware configuration of a
low-pass filter 4.

FIG. 6 is a graph showing a transmission pulse from a drive
amplifier 22.

FIG. 7 is a graph showing the frequency distribution 33 of
a reflection echo signal.

FIG. 8 is a graph showing a filter characteristic 32 of the
low-pass filter 4 in the single B mode.

FIG. 9(a) is a graph showing the waveform of a B-mode
pulse in the color-Doppler display mode. FIG. 9(5) is a graph
showing the waveform of a color-Doppler pulse in the color-
Doppler display mode.

FIG. 10 is a graph showing the frequency distribution 35 of
a reflection echo signal of a color-Doppler pulse.

FIG. 11 is a graph showing a filter characteristic 34 of the
low-pass filter 4 in the color-Doppler display mode.

FIG. 12 is a diagram showing a conventionally-known
transmission unit for controlling the pulse amplitude for
every one of the transmission modes.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, an embodiment of an ultrasonic diagnostic
apparatus of the present invention is described with reference
to the attached drawings.

FIG. 1 shows the exterior of an ultrasonic diagnostic appa-
ratus 100 of the present embodiment. The ultrasonic diagnos-
tic apparatus 100 displays on a monitor 6 a tomographic
image of, for example, an internal tissue of a body with theuse
of an ultrasonic probe 2. The ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus
100 has multiple display modes, for example, the function of
displaying a B-mode image (B-mode function) and the color-
Doppler function or the pulse-Doppler function.

These display modes may be selected by an operator
through manipulation of various buttons of the ultrasonic
diagnostic apparatus 100, for example, buttons 111 of a con-
sole panel.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of the ultrasonic diagnostic
apparatus 100 of the present embodiment.

The ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus 100 includes a trans-
mission circuit 1, an ultrasonic probe 2, a receiving circuit 3,
alow-pass filter 4, a signal processing circuit 5, and a monitor
6. Note that illustration ofthe buttons 111 of the console panel
shown in FIG. 1 is herein omitted.

The transmission circuit 1 drives the ultrasonic probe 2 to
transmit an ultrasonic beam. Specifically, the transmission
circuit 1 applies to the ultrasonic probe 2 a high voltage pulse
wave which has an amplitude equivalent to the transmission
voltage. FIG. 3 shows a detailed hardware configuration of
the one-channel transmission circuit 1. The transmission cir-
cuit 1 may be composed of a plurality of channels (64 chan-
nels to several hundred channels), although F1G. 3 only shows
part of the configuration corresponding to one channel. It
should be noted that the actual transmission circuit includes
plural ones of the transmission circuit unit shown in FIG. 3,
and the number of the transmission circuit units is equal to the
number of channels. For example, a 128-ch transmission
beam former system includes 128 transmission circuit units
of the same configuration which are arranged in parallel.

The transmission circuit 1 includes a pulser 21, a drive
amplifier 22, and a capacitor C1. The pulser 21 outputs a low
voltage trigger pulse to the drive amplifier 22. Here, the
pulsers 21 of the plurality of channels which are in a parallel
arrangement output the trigger pulses with appropriate pre-
determined delay times which are set in the respective pulsers
21. In this way, an ultrasonic beam can be transmitted to a
target tissue of a biological body which is at a position speci-
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fied by target depth and direction. Further, in the present
embodiment, the pulser 21 generates pulse waveforms which
are different for respective ones of the acoustic scan lines
according to the selected display mode. For example, when
the B-mode function is selected, the pulser 21 generates a
single-wave pulse. When the color-Doppler function is
selected, the transmission is performed in such a manner that
the B-mode transmission and the color-Doppler transmission
are switched at short intervals. Here, the pulser 21 generates
a single-wave pulse in the case of the B-mode transmission
and generates a four-wave pulse in the case of the color-
Doppler transmission.

The drive amplifier 22 amplifies the output of the pulser 21
to a drive voltage Vx. The drive voltage Vx is set to an
appropriate voltage according to the display mode. In other
words, the drive amplifier 22 changes the degree of amplifi-
cation depending on, for example, whether to select the
B-mode function or the color flow mode function. As a result,
the amplitude of the output pulse varies. The capacitor C1 is
coupled in parallel to the drive voltage Vx for the purpose of
voltage stabilization. The output of the drive amplifier 22 is
coupled to a corresponding vibrator of the ultrasonic probe 2.

It should be noted that the pulser 21, the drive amplifier 22
and the supply voltage for driving, which are shown in FIG. 3,
are solely provided to each channel, as compared to the trans-
mission unit shown in FIG. 12 in which multiple pieces of
these components are provided to each channel.

The ultrasonic probe 2 electroacoustically converts a high
voltage pulse wave supplied from the transmission circuit 1
and transmits the converted wave in the form of an ultrasonic
beam into the body. Then, the ultrasonic probe 2 receives a
reflection echo signal from a living tissue inside the body and
converts the received signal to an electric signal which is then
transmitted to the receiving circuit 3.

FIG. 4 shows the configuration of the receiving circuit 3.

The receiving circuit 3 has the function of performing
reception focusing with the utilization of the received reflec-
tion echo signal (ultrasonic echo signal). Specifically, the
receiving circuit 3 includes preamplifiers (e.g., preamplifiers
31) provided for respective ones of the channels, AD convert-
ers (e.g., AD converters 32) provided for respective ones of
the channels, and a reception beam former 33. The preampli-
fiers 31 amplify weak ultrasonic echo signals. The AD con-
verters 32 convert the amplified ultrasonic echo signals (ana-
log signals) to digital signals. The reception beam former 33
performs delayed addition of the ultrasonic echo signals
(digital signals) of the respective channels, thereby uniting
the signals of the multiple channels into one signal which is
then output therefrom. This output signal is hereinafter
referred to as “received echo signal”. Note that the received
echo signal is a digital signal.

The output of the receiving circuit 3 is supplied to the
low-pass filter 4. The low-pass filter 4 has the characteristic of
cutting off a high frequency component of the received echo
signal generated by delayed combination. This characteristic
can be changed for every one of the display modes by chang-
ing the filter multiplication coefficient.

FIG. 5 shows a hardware configuration of the low-pass
filter 4. The low-pass filter 4 is, for example, a FIR digital
filter.

The low-pass filter 4 includes a plurality of delay elements
d1 to d(n-1), a plurality of multipliers mul0 to mul(n-1), and
a plurality of adders s1 to s(n-1). Note that FIG. 5 also shows
amemory M and a switch SW, although these components are
shown for the description which will be provided in the later
section. In the present embodiment, the memory M and the
switch SW are notincluded in the components of the low-pass

20

25

40

45

60

65

6

filter 4 but are provided as part of the components of the
ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus 100.

Each of the delay elements d1 to d(n-1) holds the received
echo signal during one sampling period. The multipliers mul0
to mul(n-1) multiply the respective received echo signals
(including received echo signals held in the respective delay
elements) by filter coefficients b0xto b(n-1)x that are set in the
respective multipliers.

The respective filter coefficients can be switched according
to the display mode. More detailed description is now pro-
vided. In the memory M of the ultrasonic diagnostic appara-
tus 100, a plurality of coefficient sets A and B are stored. Each
coefficient set is determined according to the selected display
mode.

Suppose that, in the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus 100,
the B-mode display and the color-Doppler display are select-
able. Here, in the case of the B-mode display, the coefficient
set A is selected by the switch SW and applied to the multi-
plier group mul for utilization in the multiplication in the
respective multipliers mul0 to mul(n-1). On the other hand, in
the case of the color-Doppler display, the coefficient set B is
selected by the switch SW and applied to the multiplication in
the respective multipliers mul0 to mul(n-1). The switch SW
may be realized by hardware or, alternatively, may be realized
by, for example, by the microcomputer (not shown) of the
ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus 100 by retrieving any of the
coefficient sets.

The respective filter coefficients of the coefficient sets A
and B are different, and therefore, the filter characteristic of
the low-pass filter 4 varies as the filter coefficients are
switched according to the display mode. The detailed descrip-
tion of how it varies will be described later with reference to
FIG. 6 to FIG. 11.

Again, refer to FIG. 2.

The output of the low-pass filter 4 is supplied to the signal
processing circuit 5. The signal processing circuit 5 includes
a B-mode signal processing circuit 5a, a color-Doppler signal
processing circuit 54, and a pulse-Doppler signal processing
circuit 5¢. The B-mode signal processing circuit 5a performs
signal processing, including dynamic filtering, wave detec-
tion, log compression, etc. The color-Doppler signal process-
ing circuit 55 performs signal processing, including data rear-
rangement, MTI filtering, correlation operation, etc. The
pulse-Doppler signal processing circuit 5¢ performs signal
processing, including spectrum calculation by means of a
FFT operation, etc. The operation results of the respective
signal processing circuits Sa to 5¢ are supplied to the monitor
6. The monitor 6 displays animage based on a received signal.
As a result, on the monitor 6, in the case of the B-mode
display, a tomographic image of an internal tissue is dis-
played. In the case of the color-Doppler display or the pulse-
Doppler display, an image corresponding to bloodstream
information is displayed so as to be superimposed on a
B-mode tomographic image.

Each of the B-mode signal processing circuit Sa, the color-
Doppler signal processing circuit 56 and the pulse-Doppler
signal processing circuit S¢ may be provided in the form of a
separate hardware circuit. Alternatively, a plurality of image
processing programs corresponding to the respective signal
processing circuits and one image processing chip may be
provided. The image processing chip may selectively execute
one of the image processing programs corresponding to the
display mode, whereby the signal processing circuits may be
realized.

Hereinafter, the operation of the above-described ultra-
sonic diagnostic apparatus 100 is described.
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As previously described in the background art section,
many of the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatuses have multiple
display modes. The operation state is such that the transmis-
sion/reception processes of the respective modes are per-
formed in a complex fashion.

First, the operation of the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus
100 in an operation mode where only display of a B-mode
image that is the most basic display mode is performed (single
B mode) is described.

The pulser 21 in the transmission circuit 1 transmits a
trigger pulse of a short pulse length (e.g., about one to two
waves) to the drive amplifier 22. Here, the transmission sup-
ply voltage Vx to the drive amplifier 22 is set at the transmis-
sion voltage for the B mode (V1). The amplitude of the trigger
pulse is amplified to the transmission voltage (V1). FIG. 6
shows a transmission pulse output from the drive amplifier
22. Comparing with the waveform of FIG. 9 which will be
described later, this transmission voltage (amplitude) V1 is
set to a large level.

Next, a reflection echo signal derived from the above trans-
mission pulse is described. For example, FIG. 7 shows the
frequency distribution 33 of the reflection echo signal. It is
understood that, as compared with the input of a trigger pulse
shown in FIG. 6 which is approximate to the impulse, the
reflection echo signal derived from the trigger pulse input has
a relatively wide frequency band.

The reflection echo from the inside of the body is processed
in the receiving circuit 3 and then input to the low-pass filter
4.

FIG. 8 shows the band characteristic and the gain charac-
teristic of the low-pass filter 4 (hereinafter, these are inte-
grally referred to as “filter characteristic”) in the single B
mode, which is herein represented by the line 32. In FIG. 8,
the receivable band 31 of the probe 2 and the frequency
distribution 33 of the reflection echo signal of FIG. 7 are
shown together. In the single B mode, the band characteristic
of the low-pass filter 4 is set so as to have a wide pass band
which sufficiently covers the band 31 of the probe 2 as shown
in FIG. 8. This filter characteristic 32 is realized by a plurality
of filter coefficients b00 to b(n-1)0 which are, for example,
defined as the coefficient set A of FIG. 5.

Next, the filter characteristic of the low-pass filter 4 in the
color-Doppler display mode is described.

The color-Doppler display mode refers to a complex scan
mode where the B-mode transmission cycle and the color-
Doppler transmission cycle are alternately switched at short
intervals (about several tens of microseconds), whereby both
a B-mode signal processed image and a color-Doppler signal
processed image are displayed in real time. In the B-mode
transmission cycle, the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus 100
transmits a transmission pulse for the B mode into a body, and
a reflection echo signal is processed in the B-mode signal
processing circuit 5a and displayed. On the other hand, in the
color-Doppler transmission cycle, the ultrasonic diagnostic
apparatus 100 transmits a transmission pulse for the color-
Doppler into a body, and a reflection echo signal is processed
in the color-Doppler signal processing circuit 56 and dis-
played.

FIG. 9(a) shows the waveform of the B-mode pulse in the
color-Doppler display mode. FIG. 9(b) shows the waveform
of the color-Doppler pulse in the color-Doppler display
mode.

As previously described, the number of pulses of the
B-mode transmission pulse is about 1 to 2, while the number
of pulses of the color-Doppler transmission pulse is about 4 to
8. Because of the restriction on the ultrasonic acoustic output,
the transmission voltage (amplitude) of the color-Doppler
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transmission pulse cannot be increased to a level which is
employed in the single B mode. The transmission voltage in
that situation is referred to as “V2”. The voltage V2 is smaller
than the transmission voltage (amplitude) V1 of the pulse
shown in FIG. 6 which is selected in the single B mode
(V2<V1).

The pulser 21 in the transmission circuit 1 alternately trans-
mits a B-mode pulse of a short pulse length and a color-
Doppler pulse of a long pulse length at short intervals. The
transmission voltage supplied to the drive amplifier 22 is set
to V2, for both the B-mode pulse and the color-Doppler pulse,
for transmission and reception of an ultrasonic wave. In the
case of transmitting the B-mode pulse, a transmission wave of
amplitude V2, which s relatively small as shown in FIG. 9(a),
is transmitted from the drive amplifier 22.

Next, a reflection echo signal derived from the above-
described transmission pulse is described. For example, FIG.
10 shows the frequency distribution 35 of the reflection echo
signal of the color-Doppler pulse. Comparing with the fre-
quency distribution 33 of FIG. 7, it is understood that the
reflection echo signal of the color-Doppler pulse has a rela-
tively narrow frequency band. Note that the frequency distri-
bution of the B-mode pulse in the color-Doppler display
mode is as shown in FIG. 7.

The reflection echo from the internal structure of the body
is processed in the receiving circuit 3 and then input to the
low-pass filter 4. Thereafter, a B-mode image and a color-
Doppler image are produced.

As compared to the transmission pulse in the single B
mode, the amplitude of the B-mode transmission pulse in the
color-Doppler display mode is small. Therefore, the B-mode
image in the color-Doppler display mode has a low gain, so
that the S/N ratio deteriorates.

To prevent this, the filter characteristic of the low-pass filter
4 is set as shown in FIG. 11. FIG. 11 shows the filter charac-
teristic 34 of the low-pass filter 4 in the color-Doppler display
mode. In FIG. 11, the receivable band 31 of the probe 2 and
the frequency distribution 35 of the reflection echo signal of
FIG. 10 are shown together. In the color-Doppler display
mode, the low-pass filter 4 is set such that a higher frequency
component of the band ofthe probe 2 is partially cut off, while
the gain of the pass band is increased. Because the ultrasonic
attenuation increases as the frequency increases (e.g., the
attenuation rate is 0.6 dB/cm*MHz), so that the noise compo-
nent occurs on the higher frequency side. The pulse voltage is
low so that an image is dark, and therefore, it is necessary to
increase the gain, thereby increasing the brightness of the
image.

The increment of the gain of the pass band (correction
amount) may be, approximately, an amount which can com-
pensate for the decrease of the transmission voltage. For
example, when the transmission voltage is decreased to 70%,
the reception gain may be increased to +3 dB. When the
transmission voltage is decreased to 50%, the reception gain
may be increased to +6 dB. Note that this specific mode of
determining the correction amount is merely exemplary. In
actual development, however, the correction amount may be
assumed as a parameter for a subject of adjustment, and a
developer may determine the correction amount while moni-
toring a displayed image during an image adjusting operation.

The filter characteristic 34 of FIG. 11 is realized by a
plurality of filter coefficients b01 to b(n-1)1 which are, for
example, defined as the coefficient set B of FIG. 5.

It is inferred that, when the filter is set to the above-de-
scribed filter characteristic, the resolution and other factors
deteriorate as compared with those of an image produced in
the single B mode. However, this is not a significant problem.
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In the color-Doppler display mode, the user focuses his atten-
tion on the movement of the bloodstream. Therefore, the
attention on the B-mode image that is concurrently displayed,
particularly the attention on the resolution, is lower than that
paid in the single B mode, so that the demand for the image
quality resolution decreases. On the other hand, it is appreci-
ated that the B-mode image which is superimposed in the
color-Doppler display mode desirably has the image quality
of higher S/N ratio, rather than the image quality of wider
band and higher frequency.

Next, the correlation between the filter characteristic 32 of
FIG. 8 and the filter characteristic 34 of FIG. 11 is described.

First, as for the frequency characteristics, at least the cutoff
frequency of the low-pass filter 4 of the present embodiment
varies according to the selected display mode. The “cutoff
frequency” refers to a frequency at which the gain (amplitude
characteristic) of the filter characteristics 32 and 34 starts to
decline. Here, the cutoff frequency of the low-pass filter 4 is
lower when the color-Doppler mode is selected than when the
B mode is selected.

When the color-Doppler mode is selected, the frequency
characteristics of the low-pass filter 4 are set so as to partially
cut off a higher frequency component of the frequency band
of the reflection echo signal which can be received by the
probe 2 (receivable band), as illustrated in FIG. 11. On the
other hand, when the B mode is selected, the frequency char-
acteristics of the low-pass filter 4 are set such that, for
example, the receivable band of the probe 2 is entirely
included, as illustrated in FIG. 8. However, in some specifi-
cations, part of the receivable band may be cut off.

Next, the gain of the pass band of the low-pass filter 4 is
described. The gain of the pass band of the low-pass filter 4 is
set so as to be greater when the color-Doppler mode is
selected than when the B mode is selected.

In the example of the present embodiment described
herein, the low-pass filter 4 is provided between the receiving
circuit 3 and the signal processing circuit 5, and the filter
characteristic is switched according to the selected display
mode. As a configuration example concerning this part, there
is a technique of providing a filter in the signal processing
circuit 5. For example, the technique of providing a dynamic
filter in the B-mode signal processing circuit 5a is known. The
dynamic filter refers to a filter which is configured to switch a
filter depending on the time and to vary the frequency char-
acteristics for every displayed depth. However, such a
dynamic filter is totally different, in terms of function and
configuration, from the above-described low-pass filter 4.

The dynamic filter s, firstly, the technique of improving the
image quality of the B-mode image, and is a filter which only
affects on the image quality of the B-mode image in the single
B mode. The characteristics of this dynamic filter are sup-
posed to be deliberately adjusted through lengthy research
and examination with many subjects, with consideration for
the spatial resolution, the contrast resolution, the S/N ratio,
and the image quality balance for each depth.

It is technically possible to achieve an effect which is
approximate to the effect of the present invention using the
dynamic filter. However, it will take a very long time because
adjustment is necessary for meeting the various conditions as
described above. The efforts that are necessary for adjustment
of the dynamic filter further increase. For example, it is not
desirable for development that the efforts are increased two-
fold as a result.

In the present embodiment, one static filter, which is not
dynamic, is provided before the input of the signal to the
dynamic filter for switching of the filter coefficient sets. The
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filter characteristics of the static filter can be set independent
of the dynamic filter, and therefore, the static filter is very
simple.

Thus, the filter adjustment 1s realized by a simple adjust-
ment, i.e., only by determining the cutoff characteristic in the
color flow and in the Doppler mode. Therefore, the develop-
ment period can be greatly shortened.

According to the configuration of the present embodiment,
the operation is enabled using other coefficients even in the
single B mode. Therefore, additional characteristics which
cannot be covered by the dynamic filter characteristics can be
provided. This arrangement realizes a steep cutoff character-
istic which would not be sufficiently realized by the existing
dynamic filter only, and enables control of whether to allow a
signal of a specific frequency to pass through and control of
the signal amplitude of the allowed signal. It is desirable that
the frequency cutoff characteristic of this low-pass filter 4 is
appropriately changed depending on the coupled probe, the
transmission frequency, or the site of diagnosis.

Thus, according to the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus of
the embodiment of the present invention, a transmission cir-
cuit which is common among the respective transmission
modes and a low-pass filter whose cutoff band characteristic
varies according to the transmission mode contribute to
enabling display of a wide band, high frequency B-image
with excellent resolution in the single B mode and display of
a B-image with excellent S/N ratio in the color-Doppler dis-
play mode.

It is not necessary to provide two or more drive amplifiers
in the transmission circuit, and the filter itselfhas a small size.
Therefore, the size of the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus
itself can be reduced. Addition of hardware, such as a drive
amplifier, greatly affects the increase of the cost and the
increase of the power consumption, while addition of a filter
can be realized by utilizing existing hardware (e.g., the signal
processing section 5) or adding a small and minor circuit
element. Therefore, manufacture and utilization at a low cost
are possible.

The above-described fransmission circuit has been
described with an example of binary transmission, although
the same applies to an example of bi-polar transmission
which uses positive and negative pulses.

In the present embodiment, the color-Doppler mode has
been described as an example of the complex mode, although
the same operation and effects are also realized in the pulse-
Doppler mode, except that the color-Doppler signal process-
ing is replaced by the pulse-Doppler signal processing.

Inthe example described above, the low-pass filter 4 under-
goes a change of the cutoff frequency as well as a correction
of the reception gain. However, it is preferred that the low-
pass filter 4 only undergoes a change of the cutoff frequency,
while the gain correction of the received echo signal is con-
signed to another signal processing circuit (e.g., the pream-
plifier).

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

In an ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus of the present inven-
tion, in the case where the display mode is switched among
multiple display modes in operation of the apparatus, a filter
whose cutoff frequency varies according to the respective
display modes is used. The filter characteristics can be
adjusted by a simple adjustment, for example, by determining
the cutoff characteristics in the color flow and/or the Doppler
mode. Therefore, as compared to a conventional method that
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includes a time-consuming adjustment process which is
deliberately performed with body s, the development period
can be greatly shortened.

It is not necessary to provide a plurality of drive amplifiers
or the like to every transmission channel. Therefore, size
reduction and cost reduction can be realized.

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST

1 transmission circuit

2 ultrasonic probe

3 receiving circuit

4 low-pass filter

5 signal processing circuit

5a B-mode signal processing circuit

5b color-Doppler signal processing circuit

5c¢ pulse-Doppler signal processing circuit

6 monitor

21 puller

22 drive amplifier

VX transmission voltage

C1 capacitor

31 frequency band of probe

32 cutoff characteristic of low-pass filter in single B mode

33 cutoff characteristic of low-pass filter in color-Doppler

display mode

51, 53 pulser

52, 54 drive amplifier

VA, VB transmission voltage

CA, CB capacitor

55 switch

The invention claimed is:

1. An ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus which has a single B

mode and a complex scan mode, comprising:

aprobe configured to transmit an ultrasonic beam having a
transmission pulse and receive a reflection wave of the
ultrasonic beam reflected from a tissue of a biological
body;

10

15

20

25

12

a pulser configured to generate the transmission pulse;

a drive amplifier configured to amplify the transmission
pulse to produce an output amplitude; and

a low-pass filter configured to filter the reflection wave,

wherein the drive amplifier amplifies each transmission
pulse in the complex scan mode so that the output ampli-
tude of the each transmission pulse of the complex scan
is the same, and the output amplitude of the each trans-
mission pulse of the complex scan is different from the
output amplitude of the transmission pulse in the single
B mode, and

a filter characteristic ofthe low-pass filter varies depending
on the output amplitude of the transmission pulse of the
ultrasonic beam as follows:

if the output amplitude of the ultrasonic beam is greater
than a threshold value, the filter characteristic of the
low-pass filter is switched to a first low-pass character-
istic;

if'the output amplitude of the ultrasonic beam is equal to or
smaller than the threshold value, the filter characteristic
of the low-pass filter is switched to a second low-pass
characteristic; and

a cutoff frequency of the second low-pass characteristic is
lower than a cutoff frequency of the first low-pass char-
acteristic.

2. The ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus of claim 1, wherein

the filter characteristic of the second low-pass characteristic is
set such that a higher frequency component of a band of the

30 reflection wave receivable by the probe is partially cut off.

35

3. The ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus of claim 2, wherein
a gain of a pass band of the second low-pass characteristic
is greater than that of the first low-pass characteristic.
4. The ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus of claim 1, wherein
a gain of a pass band of the second low-pass characteristic
is greater than that of the first low-pass characteristic.
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