EP 3017 770 A1

(1 9) Europdisches

: Patentamt

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION
published in accordance with Art. 153(4) EPC

EP 3017770 A1

European
Patent Office

Office européen

des brevets (1 1 )

(43) Date of publication:
11.05.2016 Bulletin 2016/19

(51) IntCL:

A61B 17/00 (2006.01) A61B 8/12 (2006.01)

(21) Application number: 13889751.7 (86) International application number:

(22) Date of filing: 14.08.2013

PCT/CN2013/081433

(87) International publication number:

WO 2015/007003 (22.01.2015 Gazette 2015/03)

(84) Designated Contracting States:
AL AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB

GRHRHUIEISITLILT LULV MC MK MT NL NO

PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR
Designated Extension States:
BA ME

(30) Priority: 19.07.2013 CN 201310306443

(71) Applicant: Lepu Medical Technology (Beijing) Co.,

Ltd.
Beijing 102200 (CN)

(72) Inventors:
* HUANG, Jing
Chongging 400016 (CN)

* MA, Changsheng
chongqing 400016 (CN)
* DONG, Saying
Chongqing 400016 (CN)
* QIANG, Jun
Chongqing 400016 (CN)
* WANG, Ting
Chongqing 400016 (CN)
* XUE, Rui
Chongqing 40006 (CN)

(74) Representative: Nordmeyer, Philipp Werner

df-mp Dorries Frank-Molnia & Pohlman
Patentanwilte Rechtsanwilte PartG mbB
TheatinerstraBe 16

80333 Miinchen (DE)

(54) SUBROUNDED ULTRASONIC ABLATION CATHETER

(57)  An ultrasonic ablation catheter comprises a
catheter body (1), an ultrasonic treatment energy con-
verter set (2), an ultrasonic imaging energy converter set
(3), acontrol handle (4) and an energy converterinterface
(5). The catheter body (1) is of a cylindrical structure; the
ultrasonic treatment energy converter set (2) is disposed
on the lateral surface of the far end of the catheter body
(1), is of a sheet shape or an unclosed ring shape and
can emit line-shaped or subrounded ultrasonic beams.
The crossing distance between every two adjacent ultra-
sonic treatment energy converters (21) is more than or
equal to 1 cm. Each ultrasonic imaging energy converter
(31) is positioned between every two adjacent ultrasonic

[\

treatment energy converters (21). The control handle (4)
is disposed at the near end of the catheter body (1). The
energy converter interface (5) comprises a first interface
(51) and a second interface (52). After sympathetic nerve
fibers are ablated by the ablation catheter, the nerve fib-
ers can be cut into sections which are not continuous
mutually and are completely separated in the middle;
moreover, the coverage distance between the ultrasonic
treatment energy converters (21) is long (more than or
equal to 1 cm), so that mutual chemotaxis and self repair
of the completely separated nerve fibers are avoided and
stability of an effect of removing the sympathetic nerve
fibers is improved.
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Description

[0001] This application claims the benefit of priority to
Chinese Patent Application No. 201310306443.9 titled
"SUB-ROUNDED ULTRASOUNIC ABLATION CATHE-
TER", filed with the Chinese State Intellectual Property
Office on July 19, 2013, the entire disclosure of which is
incorporated herein by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0002] The present application relates to the technical
field of medical devices, and particularly to a sub-rounded
ultrasound ablation catheter.

BACKGROUND

[0003] Inacatheter-based renal sympathetic denerva-
tion treatment, a radiofrequency catheter is used to enter
a renal artery in a minimally invasive way and a spiral
punctiform ablation is performed in the renal artery. En-
ergy acts on sympathetic nerve fibers on a vascular ad-
ventitia and in an adipose tissue via a vascular intima,
thereby decreasing a sympathetic tone of a kidney and
a body and decreasing a blood-pressure. Currently, the
catheter-based renal sympathetic denervation has be-
come a very promising treatment method for a resistant
hypertension. In addition, itis discovered from some new
researches that decreasing the activities of sympathetic
nerves of the kidney and the body not only can reduce
the blood-pressure, but also can treat a cardiac failure,
help prevent an arrhythmia and a sudden death from oc-
curring, improve a blood glucose metabolism condition,
and reduce an inflammation level of the body, etc.. The
principle of the radiofrequency catheter performing a kid-
ney sympathetic nerve ablation is to gradually transfer a
large amount of heat energy produced by a radiofrequen-
cy energy in heat transfer form to the vascular adventitia
or tissues around the adventitia via the vascular intima,
causing degenerative necrosis of the sympathetic nerves
on the vascular adventitia and in the tissues around the
vascular adventitia, which may inevitably cause damag-
es to a blood vessel endothelium in an ablation area, and
it is found out that some patients have suffered a renal
artery stenosis complication in long-term follow-up.
[0004] Ultrasound energy has a good directivity and a
good tissue penetration. Compared with radiofrequency
ablation, the energy consumed by ultrasound ablation is
lower. When sound energy is being emitted, a wafer need
not to contact with the tissues directly, and the ablation
can be realized without breaking the intima, therefore the
ultrasound energy used as an energy resource for a renal
sympathetic denervation has a high efficiency and a bet-
ter safety.

[0005] Research shows that after a nerve fiber is seg-
mentally injured, a nerve at a far end can produce a neu-
rotrophic and chemotaxis effect to a nerve at a near end,
and a tube-like connection is regenerated between bro-
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ken ends of the nerve. When an interval between the
broken ends of the nerve is 5mm, it presents the strongest
chemotaxis. In contrast, when the interval between the
broken ends of the nerve is relatively large, dispersive
ineurotrophy and chemotactic factor cannot reach the
effective concentrations, and a research (Politis MJ, et
al. Tropism in nerve regeneration in vivo. Attraction of
regenerating axons by diffusible factors derived from
cells in distal nerve stumps of transected peripheral
nerves. Brain Res. 1982;253:1-12.) shows that the self-
regeneration function is almost completely lost when the
interval between the broken ends of the nerve is greater
than 10mm. Therefore, when the ablation is being per-
formed, if a short electrode or wafer is used, the sympa-
thetic nerve fiber may be self-restored after operation,
adversely affecting a therapeutic effect in the long-term;
if an overlong ablation electrode or wafer is used, the
released energy is greatly enhanced, which may in-
crease a risk of the blood vessel being injured and an
ablation complication.

[0006] Besides, according to researches on the con-
ventional technology, the inventor of the present appli-
cation has found that: all the conventional catheters used
in renal sympathetic denervation cannot identify the dis-
tribution condition in a periphery of the renal artery of the
renal sympathetic nerves. A spiral ablation or a puncti-
form ablation is one kind of ablation based on "experi-
ence", which has a certain blindness in operation and
cannot efficiently perform the ablation to the renal sym-
pathetic nerve fiber, and brings unnecessary damages
to tissues where no nerve is distributed. A circumferential
ultrasound renal sympathetic denervation ablation is an-
other kind of ablation. The circumferential ultrasound ab-
lation may result in a complete sympathetic denervation
effect, and it is known that a sympathetic nerve response
is one of the important mechanisms for maintaining body
homeostasis. Therefore, if the circumferential ultrasound
ablation is employed, an excessive sympathetic dener-
vation may occur, which may decrease a stress ability of
the patient after the operation. The body of the patient
cannot defense against a destructive stimulus from the
outside, for example, the body cannot maintain recycling
capacity, electrolyte level and the stability of blood pres-
sure, which may dramatically decrease the stress ability
of the body. In case of a blood loss or an electrolyte dis-
turbance, etc., a mortality rate of the patient may even
be increased, and, the circumferential ultrasound abla-
tion may aggravate the damage to the intima of the renal
arteries, thereby resulting in severe complications such
as arterial stenosis, fibrosis and thrombosis after opera-
tion.

[0007] Therefore, the conventional catheter used inre-
nal sympathetic denervation treatment is unable to meet
the clinical demands, and a new ablation catheteris pres-
ently needed.
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SUMMARY

[0008] In view of this, an ultrasound ablation catheter
is provided in embodiments of the present application.
[0009] For achieving the above object, a technical so-
lution according to an embodiment of the present appli-
cation is described as follows.

[0010] Anultrasound ablation catheter includes a cath-
eter body, an ultrasound treatment transducer assembly,
an ultrasound imaging transducer assembly, a control
handle, and a transducer interface, in which

the catheter body is of a cylindrical structure;

the ultrasound treatment transducer assembly is ar-
ranged on a lateral surface of afar end of the catheter
body, and the ultrasound treatment transducer as-
sembly includes at least two ultrasound treatment
transducers, and a distance between two adjacent
ultrasound treatment transducers is greater than or
equal to 1cm;

the ultrasound imaging transducer assembly in-
cludes at least one ultrasound imaging transducer,
and the ultrasound imaging transducer is arranged
between two adjacent ultrasound treatment trans-
ducers;

the control handle is arranged at a near end of the
catheter body.

the transducerinterface includes afirstinterface con-
nected to the ultrasound treatment transducer as-
sembly and a second interface connected to the ul-
trasound imaging transducer.

[0011] Preferably, each of the ultrasound treatment
transducers is a planar wafer or an unclosed circumfer-
ential wafer.

[0012] Preferably, a circumference angle of the un-
closed circumferential wafer is greater than 0 degree and
less than 360 degrees.

[0013] Preferably, the at least two ultrasound treat-
ment transducers are in a same plane or a same curved
surface, and acoustic beams emitted by each of the ul-
trasound treatment transducers are in parallel with or
staggered with each other.

[0014] Preferably, gap portions without emitting acous-
tic beams of at least two unclosed circumferential trans-
ducers, are in parallel with or staggered with each other.
[0015] Preferably, in the case that each of the ultra-
sound treatment transducers is the planar wafer, long
axes of the ultrasound treatment transducers are in a
same straight line, and each of the ultrasound treatment
transducersis in parallel with an axis of the catheter body.
[0016] Inthe casethateach of the ultrasound treatment
transducersis the unclosed circumferential wafer, an axis
of the unclosed circumferential wafer coincides with the
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axis of the catheter body.

[0017] Preferably, in the case that the circumference
angle of the unclosed circumferential wafer is less than
360 degrees, the ultrasound ablation catheter may fur-
therinclude at least one independent ultrasound imaging
transducer, which is of a strip shape, and the independent
ultrasound imaging transducer is located at the gap por-
tion of the unclosed circumferential wafer.

[0018] Preferably, each of the ultrasound treatment
transducers is a piezo-electric wafer visible under X-ray,
and a coating film visible under the X-ray is coated on a
surface of the piezo-electric wafer.

[0019] Preferably, the ultrasound imaging transducer
is arranged between two adjacent ultrasound treatment
transducers, the ultrasound imaging transducer is a strip-
shaped wafer with an arc-shaped surface or a circumfer-
ential wafer, and the acoustic beams emitted by each of
the ultrasound treatment transducers are in an imaging
area of adjacent ultrasound imaging transducer.

[0020] Preferably, in the case that each of the ultra-
sound treatment transducers is the planar wafer, the ul-
trasound imaging transducer is the strip-shaped wafer
with the arc-shaped surface, and a long axis of the ultra-
sound imaging transducer coincides with a long axis of
each of the ultrasound treatment transducers.

[0021] Inthe casethateach ofthe ultrasound treatment
transducers is the unclosed circumferential wafer, the
ultrasound imaging transducer is the circumferential wa-
fer, and an axis of the circumferential wafer of the ultra-
sound imaging transducer coincides with an axis of the
unclosed circumferential wafer of each of the ultrasound
treatment transducers.

[0022] Preferably, the control handle is configured to
control the catheter body to unidirectionally rotate.
[0023] A spring piece and a wedge-shaped gear are
provided in the control handle, and the catheter body is
rotatably connected to the control handle via the wedge-
shaped gear.

[0024] The spring piece has one end fixed to the control
handle and another end pressing against the wedge-
shaped gear for preventing the wedge-shaped gear from
reversely rotating.

[0025] Preferably, a dial for determining a rotation an-
gle of the catheter body is provided on a circumferential
surface of the control handle.

[0026] Preferably, the ultrasound ablation catheter fur-
ther includes at least two developing markers visible un-
der the X-ray.

[0027] The developing markers are configured to as-
sist the operator in obtaining a position of the ultrasound
ablation catheter entering a human body cavity and the
rotation angle of the ultrasound ablation catheter.
[0028] At leasttwo developing markers are separately
located on the catheter body at positions at two ends of
the ultrasound treatment transducers.

[0029] Inthe casethateach ofthe ultrasound treatment
transducers is the planar wafer, each of the developing
markers is semi-annular, and two ends of each of the
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semi-annular developing markers are fixed to two ends
of the respective planar wafer.

[0030] Inthe casethateach ofthe ultrasound treatment
transducers is the unclosed circumferential wafer, each
of the developing markers arranged on the catheter body
is sheet-shaped. According to the above technical solu-
tions, in the ultrasound ablation catheter according to the
embodiments of the present application, the ultrasound
treatment transducers and at least one ultrasound imag-
ing transducer are provided at the portion at the far-end
of the catheter body, the ultrasound imaging transducer
is located between two adjacent ultrasound treatment
transducers, and the distance between two adjacent ul-
trasound treatment transducers is set to be greater than
orequal to 1cm, thus when the ablation treatmentis being
performed, the ultrasound treatment transducers lateral-
ly emit the non-focusing acoustic beams in parallel with
or staggered with each other to the catheter body, and
the rotation of the catheter body may allow the ultrasound
treatment transducers to axially rotate (by an angle of
zero degree to any degree) in the blood vessel and re-
lease heat. After ablation is performed to a sympathetic
nerve fiber, the sympathetic nerve fiber may be cut off
into sections disconnected to each other and have a mid-
dle section completely disconnected, and areaching dis-
tance of each of the acoustic beams emitted by the ul-
trasound treatment transducers is relatively larger (>
1cm), which further lead the completely disconnected
nerve fiber sections cannot perform the chemotaxis effect
with each other and cannot be self-restored, thereby sta-
bilizing an sympathetic denervation.

[0031] Besides, when the ablation catheter according
to the present application is in use, the plate-shaped ul-
trasound treatment transducers arranged in the ablation
catheter perform the sub-rounded (less than 360 de-
grees)rotation, or the unclosed circumferential treatment
transducers emit sub-rounded (such as a three-fourths
quadrant or two-thirds circumference) ultrasound acous-
tic beams, to generate an sub-rounded nerve ablation
effect. When an effective renal-nerve ablation is reached,
a part of sympathetic nerve tracts are controllably pre-
served to keep a basic sympathetic compensative ca-
pacity of the body.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0032] Formoreclearlyillustrating embodiments of the
present application or the technical solution in the con-
ventional technology, drawings referred to describe the
embodiments or the conventional technology will be
briefly described hereinafter. Apparently, the drawings in
the following description are only several embodiments
of the present application, and for the person skilled in
the art other drawings may be obtained based on these
drawings without any creative efforts.

Figure 1 is an overall top schematic view of an ultra-
sound ablation catheter according to an embodiment
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of the present application;

Figure 2 is a schematic view showing a partial struc-
ture of an ultrasound ablation catheter according to
an embodiment of the present application;

Figure 3 is a side schematic view of the structure in
Figure 2; and

Figure 4 is schematic view showing a partial struc-
ture of another ultrasound ablation catheter accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present application.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0033] For those skilled in the art to better understand
technical solutions of the present application, the tech-
nical solutions in the embodiments of the present appli-
cation will be described clearly and completely hereinaf-
ter in conjunction with the drawings in the embodiments
of the present application. Apparently, the described em-
bodiments are only a part of the embodiments of the
present application, rather than all embodiments. Based
onthe embodimentsinthe present application, all of other
embodiments, made by the person skilled in the art with-
out any creative efforts, fall into the scope of the present
application.

[0034] Research shows that after a nerve fiber is seg-
mentally injured, a nerve in a far end can produce a neu-
rotrophic effect and a chemotaxis effect to a nerve in a
near end, and a tube-like connection is regenerated be-
tween broken ends of the nerve, and when an interval
between the broken ends of the nerve is 5mm, it presents
the strongest chemotaxis. However, when the interval
between the broken ends of the nerve is relatively large,
dispersive ineurotrophy and chemotactic factor cannot
reach the effective concentrations, and a research (Poli-
tis MJ, et al. Tropism in nerve regeneration in vivo. At-
traction of regenerating axons by diffusible factors de-
rived from cells in distal nerve stumps of transected pe-
ripheral nerves. Brain Res. 1982;253:1-12.) shows that
the self-regeneration function is almost completely lost
when the interval between the broken ends of the nerve
is greater than 10mm. Therefore, when the ablation is
being performed, if a short electrode or wafer is used,
the sympathetic nerve fiber can be self-restored after op-
eration, thus a therapeutic effect in the long-term is ad-
versely affected; if an overlong ablation electrode or wa-
fer is used, the released energy is greatly enhanced, in-
creasing a risk of the blood vessel is injured and an ab-
lation complication.

[0035] Therefore, considering the effective width and
range of an ablation electrode, a new ultrasound ablation
catheter is provided by the present application.

[0036] A first embodiment is described as follows.
[0037] Figure 1 is an overall top schematic view of an
ultrasound ablation catheter according to an embodiment
of the present application.
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[0038] As shown in Figure 1, the ultrasound ablation
catheter includes a catheter body 1, an ultrasound treat-
ment transducer assembly 2, an ultrasound imaging
transducer assembly 3, a control handle 4, and a trans-
ducer interface 5.

[0039] Both of the ultrasound treatment transducer as-
sembly 2 and the ultrasound imaging transducer assem-
bly 3 are arranged on a lateral surface of a far end of the
catheter body 1, and the control handle 4 is arranged at
a position ata near end of the catheter body 1. The trans-
ducer interface 5 includes a first interface 51 connected
to the ultrasound treatment transducer assembly 2 and
a second interface 52 connected to the ultrasound imag-
ing transducer assembly 3. The transducer interface 5 is
provided for powering the ultrasound treatment transduc-
er assembly 2 and receiving imaging data from the ultra-
sound imaging transducer assembly 3.

[0040] It should be noted that, "far end", "near end"
and other position relationships in the present application
all refer to a relative position relationship between the
ablation catheter and an operator of the ablation catheter,
in which "far end" refers to a position away from the op-
erator, and "near end" refers to a position near the oper-
ator.

[0041] As shown in Figure 1, the catheter body 1 is of
a cylindrical structure. A groove is provided on the lateral
surface of a far end of the catheter body 1 for accommo-
dating the ultrasound treatment transducer assembly 2
and the ultrasound imaging transducer assembly 3.
Moreover, the catheter body 1 may be of a hollow struc-
ture for accommodating a cable between the ultrasound
treatment transducer assembly 2 and the ultrasound im-
aging transducer assembly and the transducer interface
7. The catheter body 1 is provided for supporting the
whole ultrasound ablation catheter, such that the ar-
ranged ultrasound treatment transducer assembly 2 and
the ultrasound imaging transducer assembly 3 may be
sent into a human body cavity. In addition, a diameter of
the catheter body 1 may have multiple options according
to clinical requirements.

[0042] Figure 2 is a schematic view showing a partial
structure of an ultrasound ablation catheter according to
the embodiment of the present application.

[0043] Figure 3isaside schematic view of the structure
in Figure 2.

[0044] The ultrasound treatment transducer assembly
2 includes at least two ultrasound treatment transducers
21, which are located at a same plane or a same curved
surface, and acoustic beams emitted by the ultrasound
treatment transducers 2 are in parallel with each other
or staggered with each other, thus the emitted acoustic
beams does not focus. The ultrasound treatment trans-
ducers 21 are provided for emitting an adjustable ultra-
sound acoustic beam, so as to ablate nerve fibers on
tunica adventitia of artery.

[0045] As shown in Figure 2 and Figure 3, each of the
ultrasound treatment transducers 21 is a planar wafer,
and the at least two ultrasound treatment transducers 21
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are in a same plane. Further, long axes of the at least
two ultrasound treatment transducers 21 are in a same
straight line, and each of the at least two ultrasound treat-
ment transducers 21 is in parallel with an axial direction
of the catheter body 1.

[0046] Inthe casethateach ofthe ultrasound treatment
transducers 21 is the planar wafer, when the ablation is
being performed, the control handle 4is controlled to ro-
tate the catheter body 1 and the at least two ultrasound
treatment transducers 21 are further rotated unidirection-
ally, thereby performing a sub-rounded ablation to nerves
in a controllable angle.

[0047] The ultrasound treatment transducer assembly
2 includes at least two ultrasound treatment transducers
21. In this embodiment according to the present applica-
tion, the number of the ultrasound treatment transducers
21 is three as shown in Figures 2 and 3, and a distance
between two adjacent ultrasound treatment transducers
21 is greater than or equal to 1cm.

[0048] The distance between two adjacent ultrasound
treatmenttransducers 21 is setto be greaterthan or equal
to 1cm. Thus, when the ultrasound ablation catheter is
used to perform an ablation treatment, after the two ad-
jacent ultrasound treatment transducers 21 perform the
sub-rounded ablation, a distance between two adjacent
ablation points that formed is greater than or equal to
1cm. Thereason for this is that the self-regeneration func-
tion is almost completely lost when the interval between
the broken ends of the nerve is greater than 10mm, which
may further avoid the sympathetic nerve fiber being self-
restored after the operation and adversely affect a long-
term treatment effect.

[0049] In the embodiment of the present application,
each of the ultrasound treatment transducers 21 may be
formed by a piezo-electric wafer which is visible under
X-ray and a coating film visible under the X-ray, such as
gold, platinum, etc., is coated on a surface of the piezo-
electric wafer.

[0050] As shown in Figure 2 and Figure 3, in the em-
bodiment of the present application, the ultrasound im-
aging transducer assembly 3 includes at least one ultra-
soundimaging transducer 31, whichis arranged between
two adjacent ultrasound treatment transducers 21. That
is to say, the number of the ultrasound imaging transduc-
er 31is one less than the number of the ultrasound treat-
ment transducers 21. At least one ultrasound imaging
transducer 31 is in a same plane or a same curved sur-
face, and each of the ultrasound treatment transducers
21 isin an imaging area of adjacent ultrasound imaging
transducer 31. The ultrasound imaging transducer 31 is
to provide a convex-array-form high-frequency ultra-
sound images of tissues at a periphery of an artery, dis-
play a distribution condition of the nerve fiber and monitor
a difference between images before and after the abla-
tion, and eliminate an interference of tissues at a periph-
ery of a target area to the images by connecting an ul-
trasound subtraction image analysis system, thereby ac-
curately evaluating an instant effect of the ablation.
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[0051] As shown in Figure 2 and Figure 3, in the case
that each of the ultrasound treatment transducers 21 is
the planar wafer, the ultrasound imaging transducer 31
may be a strip-shaped wafer with an arc-shaped surface,
and a long axis of each of the at least one ultrasound
imaging transducer 31 coincides with the long axis of
each of the ultrasound treatment transducers 21, that is,
the ultrasound imaging transducer 31 and the ultrasound
treatment transducers 21 are in a same straight line.
[0052] In addition, as shown in Figure 4, in the case
that each of the ultrasound treatment transducers 21 is
an unclosed circumferential wafer, the ultrasound imag-
ing transducer 31 may be an circumferential wafer, and
an axis of the circumferential wafer of the ultrasound im-
aging transducer 31 coincides with an axis of the un-
closed circumferential wafer of each of the ultrasound
treatment transducers 21, that is, the ultrasound imaging
transducer 31 and the ultrasound treatment transducers
21 are in a same straight line.

[0053] As shown in Figure 1, the control handle 4 is
located at a near end of the catheter body 1, and the
control handle 4 is provided for unidirectionally rotating
the catheter body 1, and then the sub-rounded ablation
is performed by the ultrasound treatment transducers 21
arranged in the catheter body 1 in a controllable angle.
[0054] Inthe embodiment of the present application, a
spring piece and a wedge-shaped gear are mounted in
the control handle 4, and the catheter body 1 is rotatably
connected to the control handle via the wedge-shaped
gear. In addition, the spring piece has one end fixed to
the control handle 4 and another end pressing against
the wedge-shaped gear for preventing the wedge-
shaped gear from reversely rotating.

[0055] For conveniently controlling a rotation angle of
the control handle 4, a dial 8 for determining a rotation
angle of the catheter body may be provided on a surface
of the control handle 4, as shown in Figure 1.

[0056] For more conveniently and accurately control-
ling the rotation angle of the control handle 4, a stepping
motor may be installed in the control handle 4, which may
allow the wedge-shaped gear to rotate in a pre-set direc-
tion by a fixed angle when the stepping motor is connect-
ed to a pulse signal source.

[0057] Moreover, in order to conveniently determine a
position of the ablation catheter entering a human body
cavity and to control the rotation angle of the ablation
catheter when an ablation operation is being performed.
The ablation catheter may be provided with at least two
developing markers 6, as shown in Figures 1 to 3.
[0058] Theatleasttwo developing markers 6 are made
of a material visible under the X-ray, the at least two de-
veloping markers 6 are separately located at the catheter
body 1 and at two ends of the ultrasound treatment trans-
ducers 21.

[0059] For helping the operator easily obtain the posi-
tion of the ultrasound ablation catheter in the human body
and the rotation angle thereof, in the embodiment, in the
case that each of the ultrasound treatment transducers
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21 is the planar wafer, each of the developing markers
6 is semi-annular, and each of the semi-annular devel-
oping markers 6 has two ends fixed to two ends of the
respective planar wafer, thus when the catheter body 1
is rotating, the operator may determine the positions of
the ultrasound treatment transducers 21 according to the
shapes of the developing markers 6.

[0060] According to the above technical solutions, in
the ablation catheter according to the embodiment of the
present application, the ultrasound treatment transduc-
ers and at least one ultrasound imaging transducer are
provided at the portion atthe far-end of the catheter body,
the ultrasound imaging transducer is located between
two adjacent ultrasound treatment transducers, and the
distance between two adjacent ultrasound treatment
transducers is set to be greater than or equal to 1cm.
Thus when the ablation treatment is being performed,
the ultrasound treatment transducers laterally emit the
acoustic beams in parallel with or staggered with each
other to the catheter body 1 which are not focused. Ro-
tating the catheter body 1 may allow the ultrasound treat-
ment transducers to axially rotate (by an angle of zero
degree to any degree) in the blood vessel and release
energy. After the ablation is performed to sympathetic
nerve fiber, the sympathetic nerve fiber may be cut off
into sections disconnected to each other and having a
middle section completely disconnected, and a reaching
distance (> 1cm) of each of the acoustic beams emitted
by the ultrasound treatment transducers 21 may further
lead the completely disconnected nerve fiber sections
cannot perform the chemotaxis effect on each other and
be self-restored, thereby stabilizing the sympathetic den-
ervation effect.

[0061] Whentheablationcatheteraccordingto the em-
bodiment of the present application is in use, the plate-
shaped ultrasound treatment transducers arranged in the
ablation catheter perform sub-rounded (less than 360 de-
grees) rotation, or the unclosed circumferential treatment
transducers emit sub-rounded (such as a three-fourths
quadrant or two-thirds circumference) ultrasound acous-
tic beams, to produce an sub-rounded renal-nerve abla-
tion effect, and while an effective renal-nerve ablation is
performed, a part of sympathetic nerve tracts are con-
trollably preserved to keep a basic sympathetic compen-
sative capacity of the body.

[0062] A second embodiment of the present applica-
tion is described as follows.

[0063] In the above embodiment, in the case that the
ultrasound treatment transducer 21 is the planar wafer,
when the ablation is being performed, the control handle
4 is provided for controlling the rotation of the catheter
body 1, and the ultrasound treatment transducer 21 is
further moved circumferentially, thereby performing a cir-
cumferential ablation to the nerves. Therefore, during the
operation, an operator is required to monitor the ablation
area in real time and rotate the catheter body 1 slowly,
which may increase the operating difficulty to the oper-
ator and proposes high requirements to the operator. An
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improper operating which may adversely affect the ab-
lation effect may even occur.

[0064] Foraddressing the issue that the catheter body
1 is required to be rotated to perform the sub-rounded
ablation, in other embodiment of the present application,
each of the ultrasound treatment transducers 21 is an
unclosed circumferential wafer, as shown in Figure 4. A
circumference angle of the unclosed circumferential wa-
fer of each of the ultrasound treatment transducers 21 is
greater than 0 degree and less than 360 degrees, and
at least two ultrasound treatment transducers 21 are in
a same curved plane. Besides, an axis of each of the
unclosed circumferential wafers coincides with an axis
of the catheter body 1, gaps of the unclosed circumfer-
ential wafers are coaxially or uncoaxially in parallel with
each other, which makes all of the ultrasound treatment
transducers 21 emit acoustic beams in parallel with each
other or staggered to cover a distribution range of the
renal sympathetic nerves.

[0065] In this embodiment, the unclosed circumferen-
tial wafer is employed, thus when the ablation is being
performed, the catheter body 1 is not required to be ro-
tated to perform the sub-rounded ablation to the nerves,
thereby allowing the ablation operation to be simply and
conveniently operated.

[0066] In addition, in other embodiment of the present
application, in the case that each of the ultrasound treat-
ment transducers 21 is the unclosed circumferential wa-
fer, and the circumference angle of each of the unclosed
circumferential wafers is less than 360 degrees, the ul-
trasound ablation catheter may include multiple inde-
pendent ultrasound imaging transducers 7.

[0067] Each of the independent ultrasound imaging
transducers 7 is located at the gap of the unclosed cir-
cumferential wafer of one ultrasound ablation catheter.
Each of the independent ultrasound imaging transducers
7 may be of a planar structure, or may form a complete
annular shape with the unclosed circumferential wafer.
[0068] The independent ultrasound imaging transduc-
ers 7 are provided for rotating the catheter body 1 after
using the ultrasound imaging transducer 31 to find the
ablation area, and the independent ultrasound imaging
transducers 7 are used to scan the ablation area to know
an overall distribution position of the nerves, etc..
[0069] Moreover, in the case that each of the ultra-
sound treatment transducers 21 is the unclosed circum-
ferential wafer, each of the developing markers 6 ar-
ranged on the catheter body 1 may be sheet-shaped.
The sheet-shaped developing markers 6 may be located
at the gap of the unclosed circumferential wafer, and a
long axis of each of the developing markers 6 coincides
with a long axis of each of the unclosed circumferential
wafers of the ultrasound treatment transducers 21.
[0070] The ultrasound ablation catheter provided by
the present application is described in details herein-
above, the principle and the embodiments of the present
application are illustrated herein by specific examples,
and the above description of examples is only intended
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to help the understanding of the method and the spirit of
the present application. Besides, for the person skilled
in the art, a few of modifications in embodiments and the
application scope may be made to the present application
according to the spirits of the present application, and
the embodiments in this specification should not be in-
terpreted as a limitation to the present application.
[0071] The above embodiments are described in a pro-
gressive manner. Each of the embodiments is mainly fo-
cused on describing its differences from other embodi-
ments, and references may be made among these em-
bodiments with respect to the same or similar portions
among these embodiment.

[0072] It should be noted that, relation description in
the present application such as "greater than", "exceed",
"higher than", "less than", "lower than" can be interpreted
as "greater than or not equal to" or "less than or not equal
to"; and can also be interpreted as "greater than or equal
to" or "less than or equal to", however should not neces-
sarily be required or implied to be one restrictive or in-
trinsic condition.

[0073] In addition, terms indicating the relationships
such as "first" and "second" herein are only used to dis-
tinguish an entity or an operation from another entity or
operation, and are not intended to demand or indicate
that there is any actual relationship or order between the
entities or operations. And in the present application, the
terms "include", "including" or any other variations there-
of are intended to cover a non-exclusive inclusion, such
that a process, method, article, or apparatus that com-
prises a list of elements does not include only those el-
ements but may include other elements not expressly
listed or inherent to such process, method, article, or ap-
paratus. Without more constraints, an element proceed-
ed by "comprises a..." does not preclude the existence
of additional identical elements in the process, method,
article, or apparatus that comprises the element.

[0074] It should be noted that, the described embodi-
ments are only a part of the embodiments of the present
application, making the person skilled in the art to under-
stand or implement the present application, rather than
allembodiments, and the general principle defined herein
may be applied to other embodiments without departing
from the spirit or scope of the present application. There-
fore, based on the embodiments in the present applica-
tion, many kinds of apparent modifications and polishes
may be made by the person skilled in the art without
departing from the principles of the present application
and without any creative efforts, and all other embodi-
ments obtained from these modifications and polishes
can be applied in the technical solutions of the present
application, which may not affect the implementations of
the present application, and all fall into the scope of the
present application. Therefore, the present application is
not limited to the embodiments illustrated herein, but
should be defined by the broadest scope consistent with
the principle and novel features disclosed herein.
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Claims

An ultrasound ablation catheter, comprising a cath-
eter body, an ultrasound treatment transducer as-
sembly, an ultrasound imaging transducer assem-
bly, a control handle, and a transducer interface,
wherein

the catheter body is of a cylindrical structure;

the ultrasound treatment transducer assembly is ar-
ranged on a lateral surface of afar end of the catheter
body, the ultrasound treatment transducer assembly
comprises at least two ultrasound treatment trans-
ducers, and a distance between two adjacent ultra-
sound treatment transducers is greater than or equal
to 1cm;

the ultrasound imaging transducer assembly com-
prises at least one ultrasound imaging transducer,
and the ultrasound imaging transducer is arranged
between two adjacent ultrasound treatment trans-
ducers;

the control handle is arranged at a near end of the
catheter body; and

the transducer interface comprises a first interface
connected to the ultrasound treatment transducer
assembly and a second interface connected to the
ultrasound imaging transducer.

The ultrasound ablation catheter according to claim
1, wherein each of the ultrasound treatment trans-
ducers is a planar wafer or an unclosed circumfer-
ential wafer.

The ultrasound ablation catheter according to claim
2, wherein a circumference angle of the unclosed
circumferential wafer is greater than 0 degree and
less than 360 degrees.

The ultrasound ablation catheter according to claim
3, wherein at least two ultrasound treatment trans-
ducers areinasame plane orasame curved surface,
and acoustic beams emitted by each of the ultra-
sound treatment transducers are in parallel with or
staggered with each other; and

gap portions without transmitting acoustic beams of
at least two unclosed circumferential transducers is
configured to be in parallel with or staggered with
each other.

The ultrasound ablation catheter according to claim
4, wherein

in the case that the ultrasound treatment transducer
is the planar wafer, long axes of the ultrasound treat-
ment transducers are in a same straight line, and
each of the ultrasound treatment transducers is in
parallel with an axis of the catheter body; and

in the case that each of the ultrasound treatment
transducers is the unclosed circumferential wafer,
an axis of each of the unclosed circumferential wa-
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10.

fers coincides with the axis of the catheter body.

The ultrasound ablation catheter according to claim
5, wherein in the case that the circumference angle
of each ofthe unclosed circumferential wafers is less
than 360 degrees, the ultrasound ablation catheter
further may comprise:

at least one independent ultrasound imaging
transducer, which is of a strip shape, and the
independent ultrasound imaging transducer is
located at the gap portion of the unclosed cir-
cumferential wafer.

The ultrasound ablation catheter according to claim
6, wherein each of the ultrasound treatment trans-
ducers is a piezo-electric wafer visible under X-ray,
and a coating film visible under the X-ray is coated
on a surface of the piezo-electric wafer.

The ultrasound ablation catheter according to claim
7, wherein the ultrasound imaging transducer is ar-
ranged between two adjacent ultrasound treatment
transducers, the ultrasound imaging transducer is a
strip-shaped wafer with an arc-shaped surface or a
circumferential wafer, and the acoustic beams emit-
ted by each of the ultrasound treatment transducers
are in an imaging area of adjacent ultrasound imag-
ing transducer.

The ultrasound ablation catheter according to claim
8, wherein,

in the case that the ultrasound treatment transducer
is the planar wafer, the ultrasound imaging transduc-
er is the strip-shaped wafer with the arc-shaped sur-
face, and a long axis of the ultrasound imaging trans-
ducer coincides with a long axis of each of the ultra-
sound treatment transducers; and

in the case that each of the ultrasound treatment
transducers is the unclosed circumferential wafer,
the ultrasound imaging transducer is the circumfer-
ential wafer, and the circumferential wafer of the ul-
trasound imaging transducer has an axis coinciding
with an axis of the unclosed circumferential wafer of
each of the ultrasound treatment transducers.

The ultrasound ablation catheter according to claim
9, wherein the control handle is configured to control
the catheter body to unidirectionally rotate;

a spring piece and a wedge-shaped gear are provid-
ed in the control handle, and the catheter body is
rotatably connected to the control handle via the
wedge-shaped gear; and

the spring piece has one end fixed to the control han-
dle and another end pressing against the wedge-
shaped gear for preventing the wedge-shaped gear
from reversely rotating.
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The ultrasound ablation catheter according to claim
10, wherein a dial for determining a rotation angle of
the catheter body is provided on a circumferential
surface of the control handle.

The ultrasound ablation catheter according to claim
11, further comprising at least two developing mark-
ers visible under the X-ray, wherein

the developing markers are configured to assist the
operator in obtaining a position of the ultrasound ab-
lation catheter entering a human body cavity and the
rotation angle of the ultrasound ablation catheter;
at least two developing markers are separately lo-
cated at the catheter body at positions at two ends
of the ultrasound treatment transducers;

in the case that each of the ultrasound treatment
transducers is the planar wafer, each of the devel-
oping markers is semi-annular, and two ends of each
of the semi-annular developing markers are fixed to
two ends of the respective planar wafer; and

in the case that each of the ultrasound treatment
transducers is the unclosed circumferential wafer,
each of the developing markers arranged on the
catheter body is sheet-shaped.
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