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(54) ULTRASOUND PROBE SYSTEM

(57) An ultrasound probe system includes a bar-like
main body portion, an ultrasound observation portion pro-
vided in the main body portion and configured to transmit
ultrasound in a side surface direction of the main body
portion and receive a reflected wave, a distal end portion
provided such that a proximal end face, which is a surface
on a proximal end side, is adjacent to a distal end in an
axial direction of the main body portion, the distal end
portion having a diameter larger than the main body por-
tion, a cylindrical sheath portion having a diameter larger
than the main body portion and configured to house the
main body portion on an inside thereof to be capable of

advancing and retracting in the axial direction, a distal
end face arranged at a distal end of the sheath portion
and facing the proximal end face, a specimen collecting
portion provided on at least one of the proximal end face
and the distal end face, an entire circumference of the
specimen collecting portion being formed at an acute an-
gle toward the axial direction in order to separate a spec-
imen from a subject in an annular shape, and an edge
portion arranged on the proximal end face or the distal
end face to cross the entire circumference of the speci-
men collecting portion in order to cut the annular speci-
men collected by the specimen collecting portion.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to an ultrasound
probe system including a sheath portion configured to
house an elongated main body portion, which is provided
with an ultrasound observation portion, to be movable
back and forth in an insertion axial direction.

Background Art

[0002] Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open Publi-
cation No. 2004-216159 discloses a method and a con-
figuration of an ultrasound probe system for inserting a
sheath into a lumen together with an ultrasound probe in
a state in which the ultrasound probe is inserted into the
sheath and, after performing ultrasound observation of
an examined region in the lumen using an ultrasound
observation portion provided at a distal end in an axial
direction of the ultrasound probe, pulling out the ultra-
sound probe from the sheath and, thereafter, inserting
the specimen collecting tool into the sheath to collect a
specimen, which is a living tissue of the examined region.
[0003] However, according to the method of collecting
a specimen using the ultrasound probe disclosed in the
Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open Publication No.
2004-216159, observation of an examined region using
the ultrasound observation portion of the ultrasound
probe and collection of a specimen of the examined re-
gion using the specimen collecting tool are performed
separately. Therefore, when the ultrasound probe is
pulled out from the sheath and the specimen collecting
tool is inserted into the sheath, there is a possibility that
the position of the sheath is shifted, which has problem-
atically caused a difficulty in guiding the specimen col-
lecting tool to an accurate position of the examined re-
gion.
[0004] Accordingly, there has been a desire for a con-
figuration for enabling collection of a specimen of an ex-
amined region to be performed using a specimen collect-
ing tool while observing the position of the examined re-
gion using an ultrasound observation portion. Further-
more, there has been a desire for a configuration in which
a collected specimen can be easily extracted from an
ultrasound probe system.
[0005] The present invention has been achieved in
view of the above circumstances, and an object of the
present invention is to provide an ultrasound probe sys-
tem having a configuration in which collection of a spec-
imen of an examined region can be performed during
ultrasound observation and the collected specimen is
easily extracted.

Disclosure of Invention

Means for Solving the Problem

[0006] In order to achieve the above-described object,
an ultrasound probe system according to an aspect of
the present invention includes: a bar-like main body por-
tion; an ultrasound observation portion provided in the
main body portion and configured to transmit ultrasound
in a side surface direction of the main body portion and
receive a reflected wave; a distal end portion provided
such that a proximal end face, which is a surface on a
proximal end side, is adjacent to a distal end in an axial
direction of the main body portion, the distal end portion
having a diameter larger than the main body portion; a
cylindrical sheath portion having a diameter larger than
the main body portion and configured to house the main
body portion on an inside thereof to be capable of ad-
vancing and retracting in the axial direction; a distal end
face arranged at a distal end of the sheath portion and
facing the proximal end face; a specimen collecting por-
tion provided on at least one of the proximal end face
and the distal end face, an entire circumference of the
specimen collecting portion being formed at an acute an-
gle toward the axial direction in order to separate a spec-
imen from a subject in an annular shape; and an edge
portion arranged on the proximal end face or the distal
end face to cross the entire circumference of the speci-
men collecting portion in order to cut the annular speci-
men collected by the specimen collecting portion.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0007]

Fig. 1 is a partial sectional view showing, in a closed
state of a specimen collection port, a distal end side
in an axial direction of an ultrasound probe system
in a first embodiment;
Fig. 2 is a partial sectional view showing the distal
end side in the axial direction of the ultrasound probe
system in an open state of the specimen collection
port shown in Fig. 1;
Fig. 3 is a perspective view showing a distal end side
in the axial direction of a sheath portion shown in
Fig. 1 together with an edge portion in enlargement;
Fig. 4 is a partial sectional view showing positions in
the axial direction in the closed state of the specimen
collection port shown in Fig. 1 in respective operation
members of the sheath portion and a main body por-
tion provided in a halfway position in the axial direc-
tion of the ultrasound probe system shown in Fig. 1;
Fig. 5 is a partial sectional view showing positions in
the axial direction in the open state of the specimen
collection port shown in Fig. 2 in the respective op-
eration members of the sheath portion and the main
body portion shown in Fig. 4;
Fig. 6 is a partial sectional view showing a state in
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which the positions in the axial direction of the re-
spective operation members of the sheath portion
and the main body portion shown in Fig. 5 are fixed
in the closed state of the specimen collection port
shown in Fig. 2;
Fig. 7 is a plan view of an O-shaped ring stop member
viewed from a VII direction in Fig. 6;
Fig. 8 is a diagram schematically showing a state in
which the ultrasound probe system is inserted into
one lumen having a narrow portion due to a lesion
part and the other lumen without a lesion part in a
branch portion of a pulmonary periphery in a subject;
Fig. 9 is a partial sectional view of the distal end side
in the axial direction of the ultrasound probe system
showing a configuration in which the distal end por-
tion is detachable from the main body portion shown
in Fig. 1;
Fig. 10 is a partial sectional view showing, in a closed
state of a specimen collection port, a distal end side
in an axial direction of an ultrasound probe system
in a second embodiment;
Fig. 11 is a partial sectional view showing the distal
end side in the axial direction of the ultrasound probe
system in an open state of the specimen collection
port shown in Fig. 10;
Fig. 12 is a partial sectional view of the distal end
side in the axial direction of the ultrasound probe
system showing, in the closed state of the specimen
collection port, a modification in which a step portion
is provided in a part on an inner circumferential sur-
face of a sheath portion facing a housing portion
shown in Fig. 10;
Fig. 13 is a partial sectional view showing the distal
end side in the axial direction of the ultrasound probe
system in the open state of the specimen collection
port shown in Fig. 12;
Fig. 14 is a partial sectional view schematically show-
ing a connector provided at a proximal end of the
ultrasound probe system shown in Fig. 10;
Fig. 15 is a partial sectional view of the distal end
side in the axial direction of the ultrasound probe
system showing a configuration of a modification ex-
cluding an edge portion from a housing portion of
the ultrasound probe system shown in Fig. 10;
Fig. 16 is a partial sectional view of the distal end
side in the axial direction of the ultrasound probe
system showing a configuration of a modification in
which a plurality of grooves along the axial direction
are formed along a circumferential direction on an
inner circumferential surface of the sheath portion of
the ultrasound probe system shown in Fig. 10;
Fig. 17 is a sectional view of the sheath portion taken
along line XVII-XVII in Fig. 16;
Fig. 18 is a partial sectional view of the distal end
side in the axial direction of the ultrasound probe
system showing a configuration of a modification in
which a plurality of grooves along the axial direction
are formed along the circumferential direction on an

outer circumferential surface of the main body por-
tion of the ultrasound probe system shown in Fig. 10;
Fig. 19 is a sectional view of the sheath portion and
the main body portion taken along line XIX-XIX in
Fig. 18; and
Fig. 20 is a diagram schematically showing an en-
doscope system including the ultrasound probe sys-
tem in the first and second embodiments.

Best Mode for Carrying Out the Invention

[0008] Embodiments of the present invention are ex-
plained below with reference to the drawings.

(First Embodiment)

[0009] Fig. 1 is a partial sectional view showing, in a
closed state of a specimen collection port, a distal end
side in an axial direction of an ultrasound probe system
in the present embodiment. Fig. 2 is a partial sectional
view showing the distal end side in the axial direction of
the ultrasound probe system in an open state of the spec-
imen collection port shown in Fig. 1.
[0010] Fig. 3 is a perspective view showing a distal end
side in the axial direction of a sheath portion shown in
Fig. 1 together with an edge portion in enlargement. Fig.
4 is a partial sectional view showing positions in the axial
direction in the closed state of the specimen collection
port shown in Fig. 1 in respective operation members of
the sheath portion and a main body portion provided in
a halfway position in the axial direction of the ultrasound
probe system shown in Fig. 1. Fig. 5 is a partial sectional
view showing positions in the axial direction in the open
state of the specimen collection port shown in Fig. 2 in
the respective operation members of the sheath portion
and the main body portion shown in Fig. 4.
[0011] Further, Fig. 6 is a partial sectional view show-
ing a state in which the positions in the axial direction of
the respective operation members of the sheath portion
and the main body portion shown in Fig. 5 are fixed in
the closed state of the specimen collection port shown
in Fig. 2. Fig. 7 is a plan view of an O-shaped ring stop
member viewed from a VII direction in Fig. 6.
[0012] As shown in Fig. 1 and Fig. 2, an ultrasound
probe system 1 is, for example, inserted through a not-
shown treatment instrument insert-through channel
formed in an insertion portion 122a of an endoscope 122
(see Fig. 20 for both of the insertion portion 122a and the
endoscope 122) or independently inserted into a subject.
The ultrasound probe system 1 includes a bar-like, that
is, elongated tubular main body portion 2 inserted into
the subject via the treatment instrument insert-through
channel or directly.
[0013] Note that the main body portion 2 may be rigid
or may be deformable and, for example, may be formed
of a material having elasticity. Specific examples of the
material having elasticity include polyamide resin. The
main body portion 2 is formed of a material having higher
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stretchability in an axial direction E of the main body por-
tion 2 than a below-mentioned sheath portion 5.
[0014] On a distal end side in the axial direction E in
an inside 2i of the main body portion 2, an ultrasound
observation portion 13 that transmits ultrasound in a side
surface direction S crossing the axial direction E of the
main body portion 2 to thereby obtain an ultrasound im-
age in a subject is provided.
[0015] The ultrasound observation portion 13 is con-
figured from a ring-like ultrasound transducer. The ultra-
sound observation portion 13 is fixed to the distal end
side in the axial direction E on the inside 2i of the main
body portion 2 by an adhesive 11 and fixed to a substrate
14 on which an IC 12 is mounted.
[0016] On the inside 2i of the main body portion 2, an
ultrasound transducer cable 15 is extended to a back in
the axial direction E from the substrate 14. An extending
end of the ultrasound transducer cable 15 is electrically
connected to an electric connector 51 in a below-men-
tioned connector 40 (see Fig. 14 for both of the electric
connector 51 and the connector 40) fixed to a proximal
end in the axial direction E of the main body portion 2.
The ultrasound transducer cable 15 is a cable for trans-
mitting, to the ultrasound observation portion 13, an elec-
tric pulse signal outputted from an ultrasound observation
device 123 (see Fig. 20) to which the electric connector
51 is connected.
[0017] A distal end portion 3 having a diameter larger
than the main body portion 2 is provided at a distal end
in the axial direction E of the main body portion 2. In the
distal end portion 3, a proximal end face 3m is formed
as an inclined surface inclined further backward in the
axial direction E toward an outer side in a radial direction
from a part on an inner side having substantially a same
diameter as an outer circumferential surface 2g at the
distal end in the axial direction E of the main body portion
2.
[0018] Therefore, in the distal end portion 3, a proximal
end 3k in the axial direction E, which is an outer circum-
ference end portion of the proximal end face 3m, is
formed at an acute angle by an outer circumferential sur-
face on a proximal end side in the axial direction E of the
distal end portion 3 and the proximal end face 3m. That
is, the proximal end 3k is formed as an acute edge portion.
[0019] The proximal end 3k functions as a specimen
collecting portion configured to collect a specimen in an
examined region in the subject. Note that the specimen
collecting portion may be separated from the proximal
end 3k. The specimen collecting portion may be fixed to
the proximal end 3k by bonding or insert molding.
[0020] A distal end face 3s at a distal end in the axial
direction of the distal end portion 3 is formed as, for ex-
ample, a curved surface. In Fig. 1, the distal end portion
3 has a substantially bullet-like shape in section. In the
present embodiment, the distal end portion 3 is formed
integrally with the main body portion 2.
[0021] An outer circumference of the main body portion
2 is covered with, along the axial direction E, the sheath

portion 5 having a diameter larger than the main body
portion 2 and having an outer diameter substantially the
same as an outer diameter on the proximal end side in
the axial direction E of the distal end portion 3. Note that
the sheath portion 5 is inserted into the subject having a
plurality of curved portions. Therefore, in order to secure
insertability, the sheath portion 5 is formed of resin having
flexibility and having biocompatibility. Note that examples
of the resin forming the sheath portion 5 include polyeth-
ylene, fluorocarbon resin, and PEEK. On a distal end
side in the axial direction E of the sheath portion 5, a part
opposed to the ultrasound observation portion 13 has
ultrasound permeability.
[0022] The sheath portion 5 houses the main body por-
tion 2 on an inside to be movable back and forth in the
axial direction E. As shown in Fig. 1 to Fig. 3, a distal end
face 5m at a distal end in the axial direction E as an
inclined surface further inclined backward in the axial di-
rection E toward an inner side in a radial direction from
an outer circumferential surface of the sheath portion 5.
[0023] Therefore, in the sheath portion 5, a distal end
5s in the axial direction E, which is an outer circumference
end portion of the distal end face 5m, is formed at an
acute angle by an outer circumferential surface on the
distal end side in the axial direction E of the sheath portion
5 and the distal end face 5m. That is, the distal end 5s
is formed as an acute edge portion.
[0024] The distal end 5s functions as a specimen col-
lecting portion configured to collect a specimen in an ex-
amined region in the subject. Note that the specimen
collecting portion may be separate from the distal end
5s. Only the specimen collecting portion may be fixed to
the distal end 5s by bonding or insert molding.
[0025] Note that, as explained above, the specimen
collecting portion is the proximal end 3k of the distal end
portion 3 and the distal end 5s of the sheath portion 5 or
being provided at the proximal end 3k and the distal end
5s. However, the specimen collecting portion may be any
one of the proximal end 3k and the distal end 5s itself or
may be provided at any one of the proximal end 3k and
the distal end 5s.
[0026] The sheath portion 5 is slid, whereby the distal
end 5s of the sheath portion 5 comes into contact with
the proximal end 3k of the distal end portion 3 as shown
in Fig. 1. In this state, a below-mentioned specimen col-
lection port 150 (see Fig. 2) changes to a closed state.
[0027] When the main body portion 2 is moved further
forward in the axial direction E than the sheath portion 5
from a position where the distal end 5s shown in Fig. 1
comes into contact with the proximal end 3k of the distal
end portion 3 or when the sheath portion 5 is moved
further backward in the axial direction E than the main
body portion 2, as shown in Fig. 2, the proximal end 3k
separates from the distal end 5s in the axial direction E.
At this point, as shown in Fig. 2, the specimen collection
port 150 is opened between the proximal end 3k and the
distal end 5s.
[0028] The specimen collection port 150 is an introduc-
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tion port for, when the ultrasound probe system 1 is in-
serted into a narrow portion 81k (see Fig. 8) of a lumen
(e.g., pulmonary periphery bronchi) 81 due to a lesion
part 85, which is an examined region in the subject, and
the specimen collection port 150 changes to an open
state in which the proximal end 3k separates from the
distal end 5s in the axial direction E as shown in Fig. 2,
introducing a specimen of the lesion part 85 in the narrow
portion 81k to a vicinity of the outer circumferential sur-
face 2g of the main body portion 2 in the sheath portion 5.
[0029] Note that, in a state in which the specimen is
introduced to the vicinity of the outer circumferential sur-
face 2g of the main body portion 2 via the specimen col-
lection port 150, as shown in Fig. 1, the main body portion
2 is moved backward in the axial direction E or the sheath
portion 5 is moved forward in the axial direction E to a
position where the specimen collection port 150 changes
to the closed state in which the distal end 5s comes into
contact with the proximal end 3k, whereby the specimen
is sandwiched by the distal end 5s and the proximal end
3k. A part of the specimen is cut by at least one of the
distal end 5s and the proximal end 3k.
[0030] As explained above, since the sheath portion 5
is formed in a diameter larger than the main body portion
2, a space 8 is formed between an inner circumferential
surface 5n of the sheath portion 5 and the outer circum-
ferential surface 2g of the main body portion 2. Note that
in the space 8, for example, saline functioning as an ul-
trasound transmission medium is filled from a below-
mentioned pipe sleeve 25 (see Fig. 4).
[0031] As shown in Fig. 2, in the open state of the spec-
imen collection port 150, the saline leaks from the space
8. However, instead, mucus or the like in the subject en-
ters the space 8, whereby the entered liquid functions as
the ultrasound transmission medium.
[0032] Note that, when an interval in a radial direction
in the space 8 is narrow, that is, when an interval between
the outer circumferential surface 2g of the main body
portion 2 and the inner circumferential surface 5n of the
sheath portion 5 in the radial direction is narrow, outside
the subject, in the open state of the specimen collection
port 150 shown in Fig. 2, the saline may be injected from
the specimen collection port 150 into the space 8 using
a capillary phenomenon. The capillary phenomenon
tends to occur when hydrophilic treatment is applied to
the outer circumferential surface 2g of the main body
portion 2 and the inner circumferential surface 5n of the
sheath portion 5.
[0033] Further, on a distal end side in the axial direction
E of the space 8, a housing portion 8y is provided that
has a predetermined length from the distal end 5s of the
sheath portion 5 along the axial direction E and in which
a specimen collected by at least one of the proximal end
3y and the distal end 5s is housed.
[0034] Note that a part of the outer circumferential sur-
face 2g of the main body portion 2 facing the housing
portion 8y may be subjected to surface treatment to have
higher hydrophobicity than the other parts on the outer

circumferential surface 2g of the main body portion 2 and
the inner circumferential surface 5n of the sheath portion
5. In other words, the part of the outer circumferential
surface 2g of the main body portion 2 facing the housing
portion 8y may have a higher contact angle than the other
parts on the outer circumferential surface 2g of the main
body portion 2 and the inner circumferential surface 5n
of the sheath portion 5.
[0035] More specifically, hydrophobic coating may be
applied to the part of the outer circumferential surface 2g
of the main body portion 2 facing the housing portion 8y.
Hydrophilic coating may be applied to the other parts on
the outer circumferential surface 2g of the main body
portion 2 and the inner circumferential surface 5n of the
sheath portion 5.
[0036] Note that examples of the hydrophobic coating
include coating performed using a fluorine-based coating
material. Examples of the hydrophilic coating include
coating by bioinspire, PEG, and other hydrophilic poly-
mers.
[0037] Naturally, it is also possible that coating is not
performed and only the part of the outer circumferential
surface 2g of the main body portion 2 facing the housing
portion 8y is formed of fluorine-based resin such as PT-
FE, PE, or the like, whereby the part of the outer circum-
ferential surface 2g of the main body portion 2 facing the
housing portion 8y has higher hydrophobicity than the
other parts on the outer circumferential surface 2g of the
main body portion 2 and the inner circumferential surface
5n of the sheath portion 5.
[0038] When the part of the outer circumferential sur-
face 2g of the main body portion 2 facing the housing
portion 8y has higher hydrophobicity than the other parts
on the outer circumferential surface 2g of the main body
portion 2 and the inner circumferential surface 5n of the
sheath portion 5 in this way, since the specimen contains
fat as a main component, the specimen tends to adhere
to a hydrophobic material. That is, the specimen tends
to adhere to the part of the outer circumferential surface
2g of the main body portion 2 facing the housing portion
8y.
[0039] Therefore, if the specimen is attracted to the
part of the outer circumferential surface 2g of the main
body portion 2 facing the housing portion 8y, the speci-
men is housed in an attracted state to be opposed to the
specimen collection port 150. Therefore, after surgery,
the specimen can be easily extracted by tweezers or the
like via the specimen collection port 150.
[0040] This is because, if the specimen adheres to the
inner circumferential surface 5n of the sheath portion 5
in the housing portion 8y, since the inner circumferential
surface 5n is located further on the specimen collection
port 150 side than the outer circumferential surface 2g
of the main body portion 2, after surgery, it is difficult to
extract the specimen via the specimen collection port
150.
[0041] Further, as shown in Fig. 1 to Fig. 3, in the hous-
ing portion 8y, more specifically, on a distal end side in
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the axial direction E of the distal end face 5m and the
inner circumferential surface 5n of the sheath portion 5,
an edge portion 7 having a predetermined length E1 from
the distal end 5s of the sheath portion 5 along the axial
direction E and configured to cut a specimen housed in
the housing portion 8y is provided.
[0042] The edge portion 7 cuts, for example, a ring-like
specimen housed in the housing portion 8y and forms
the specimen, for example, in a C shape to make it easy
to extract, after surgery, the specimen from the housing
portion 8y using tweezers or the like via the specimen
collection port 150.
[0043] This is because, since the specimen collected
by being nipped by the proximal end 3k and the distal
end 5s is housed in a ring shape in the housing portion
8y, if the specimen keeps the ring shape, after surgery,
it is difficult to extract the specimen via the specimen
collection port 150. Alternatively, this is because, if the
specimen keeps the ring shape, when the specimen is
extracted, the specimen has to be cut by scissors or the
like in a state in which the specimen is grasped by the
tweezers and extraction work is complicated.
[0044] Note that, in the present embodiment, for ex-
ample, one edge portion 7 is provided in the housing
portion 8y. However, a plurality of the edge portions 7
may be provided along a circumferential direction of the
housing portion 8y.
[0045] As shown in Fig. 4, in a halfway position in the
axial direction E of the ultrasound probe system 1, more
specifically, in a position further forward in the axial di-
rection E than the below-mentioned connector 40 (see
Fig. 14) in the main body portion 2, an operation member
21 of the main body portion 2 configured to move the
main body portion 2 forward and backward in the axial
direction E on an inside of the sheath portion 5 is fixed
to the main body portion 2 by bonding, welding, or the
like. Note that a position of the operation member 21
shown in Fig. 4 indicates a position where the specimen
collection port 150 is in the closed state in which the prox-
imal end 3k and the distal end 5s come into contact with
each other shown in Fig. 1.
[0046] The operation member 21 is a member located
outside the subject and operated by an examiner when
the ultrasound probe system 1 is inserted into the subject.
A finger hook 22 for operation, on which a finger of the
examiner is hooked, is provided at a proximal end in the
axial direction E of the operation member 21. Note that
the finger hook 22 may be provided integrally with the
operation member 21 or may be separate from the op-
eration member 21 and fixed to the operation member 21.
[0047] Therefore, in a state in which the finger is
hooked on the finger hook 22, when the examiner moves
the operation member 21 forward in the axial direction E
from the position shown in Fig. 4 to a position shown in
Fig. 5, the proximal end 3k of the distal end portion 3
separates from the distal end 5s of the sheath portion 5
forward in the axial direction E. Consequently, as shown
in Fig. 2, the specimen collection port 150 changes to

the open state.
[0048] On the contrary, when the operation member
21 is moved backward in the axial direction E from the
position shown in Fig. 5 to the position shown in Fig. 4,
the proximal end 3k of the distal end portion 3 comes into
contact with the distal end 5s of the sheath portion 5.
Consequently, as shown in Fig. 1, the specimen collec-
tion port 150 changes to the closed state.
[0049] As shown in Fig. 4 and Fig. 5, an operation
member 23 of the sheath portion 5 is fixed to an outer
circumference at a proximal end of the sheath portion 5
by bonding, welding, or the like.
[0050] The operation member 23 is a member located
outside the subject and operated by the examiner when
the ultrasound probe system 1 is inserted into the subject
and is a member configured to move the sheath portion
5 back and forth in the axial direction E.
[0051] At a proximal end in the axial direction E of the
operation member 23, a finger hook 24 for operation, on
which the finger of the examiner is hooked, is provided.
Note that the finger hook 24 may be provided integrally
with the operation member 23 or may be separate from
the operation member 23 and fixed to the operation mem-
ber 23 by bonding, welding, screw fastening, or the like.
[0052] Further, a through-hole 23h piercing through
the operation member 23 in a radial direction is formed
in a part further forward in the axial direction E than a
part where the finger hook 24 is provided on a proximal
end side in the axial direction E of the operation member
23 and further backward in the axial direction E than the
proximal end of the sheath portion 5. In the through-hole
23h, a pipe sleeve 25 for supplying fluid to the space 8
or discharging the fluid from the space 8 via the through-
hole 23h is provided. Note that the pipe sleeve 25 has,
for example, a lure pipe sleeve shape.
[0053] For example, when the saline is supplied to the
space 8 or when liquid or gas is supplied to the space 8
when the specimen is removed from the housing portion
8y, a fluid supplying device is attached to the pipe sleeve
25. Besides, when the space 8 is decompressed to allow
the specimen to enter the housing portion 8y in the open
state of the specimen collection port 150 or when the
specimen housed in the housing portion 8y is sucked and
extracted via the pipe sleeve 25, a suction device is at-
tached to the pipe sleeve 25.
[0054] An O-shaped ring 27 is provided further back-
ward in the axial direction E than the through-hole 23h
between an inner circumferential surface on the proximal
end side in the axial direction E of the operation member
23 and an outer circumferential surface of the operation
member 21.
[0055] The O-shaped ring 27 is a member configured
to prevent the fluid in the space 8 from being discharged
from the proximal end side in the axial direction E of the
operation member 23 and prevent liquid on an outside
from suddenly entering the space 8.
[0056] On an inner circumferential surface at the prox-
imal end in the axial direction E of the operation member
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23, a stopper member 28 for the O-shaped ring 27 having
a ring shape is fixed to the operation member 23 by
screwing, bonding, press fitting, or the like.
[0057] Note that, as shown in Fig. 7, a convex portion
28t may be provided on an inner circumferential surface
28n of the stopper member 28. As shown in Fig. 6, two
concave portions 21p and 21q that are separated along
the axial direction E and in which the convex portion 28t
can be fit may be provided in a position opposed to the
convex portion 28t on an outer circumferential surface
21 g of the operation member 21.
[0058] With such a configuration, when the convex por-
tion 28t is fit in the concave portion 21p as shown in Fig.
6, as shown in Fig. 1, the operation member 21, that is,
the main body portion 2 is fixed in the position where the
specimen collection port 150 is in the closed state in
which the proximal end 3k comes into contact with the
distal end 5s. When the convex portion 28t is fit in the
concave portion 21q, as shown in Fig. 2, the operation
member 21, that is, the main body portion 2 is fixed in
the position where the specimen collection port 150 is in
the open state in which the proximal end 3k separates
from the distal end 5s.
[0059] Next, action in the present embodiment is ex-
plained with reference to Fig. 1 to Fig. 7 and Fig. 8. Fig.
8 is a diagram schematically showing a state in which
the ultrasound probe system is inserted into one lumen
having a narrow portion due to a lesion part and the other
lumen without a lesion part in a branch portion of a pul-
monary periphery in a subject.
[0060] First, outside the subject, the examiner inserts
the main body portion 2 from the distal end side in the
axial direction E of the sheath portion 5 into the inside of
the sheath portion 5 along the axial direction E. Note that
this work may be substituted by covering an outer cir-
cumference of the main body portion 2 with the sheath
portion 5 from a proximal end side in the axial direction
E of the main body portion 2 along the axial direction E.
[0061] Subsequently, the examiner injects the saline
into the space 8. Note that as explained above, this in-
jection work may be performed from the pipe sleeve 25
or may be performed from the specimen collection port
150 making use of the capillary phenomenon.
[0062] Thereafter, as shown in Fig. 6, the examiner fits
the stopper member 28 in the concave portion 21p of the
operation member 21 to thereby fix a position in the axial
direction E of the main body portion 2 with respect to the
sheath portion 5 in the closed state of the specimen col-
lection port 150 shown in Fig. 1 in which the distal end
5s comes into contact with the proximal end 3k.
[0063] Subsequently, for example, when the examiner
performs collection of a specimen of a small-diameter
pulmonary periphery, into which the insertion portion
122a of the endoscope 122 cannot be inserted, using the
ultrasound probe system 1, the examiner inserts the in-
sertion portion 122a of the endoscope 122 into a bron-
chus via an oral cavity and, thereafter, after inserting the
insertion portion 122a to a vicinity of an entrance of a

pulmonary periphery bronchus, inserts, from the distal
end side in the axial direction E, the ultrasound probe
system 1 into the treatment instrument insert-through
channel of the insertion portion 122a of the endoscope
122 from a treatment instrument insertion port 122e (see
Fig. 20) of the treatment instrument insert-through chan-
nel provided in an operation portion 122b (see Fig. 20)
of the endoscope 122.
[0064] Thereafter, after projecting a distal end side in
the axial direction E of the ultrasound probe system 1
from a distal end opening of the insertion portion 122a
of the treatment instrument insert-through channel, un-
der X-ray observation, the examiner inserts the ultra-
sound probe system 1 into a target pulmonary periphery
bronchus 80 as shown in Fig. 8 while checking a position
of the distal end side in the axial direction E of the ultra-
sound probe system 1.
[0065] In this case, as explained above, since the stop-
per member 28 is fit in the concave portion 21p, that is,
positions of the main body portion 2 and the sheath por-
tion 5 are fixed, the closed state of the specimen collec-
tion port 150 is maintained. Therefore, since the proximal
end 3k is in close contact with the distal end 5s, at least
one of the proximal end 3k and the distal end 5s does
not shave a wall surface of the pulmonary periphery bron-
chus 80, with which the ultrasound probe system 1 comes
into contact, according to the insertion of the ultrasound
probe system 1.
[0066] Since the positions of the main body portion 2
and the sheath portion 5 are fixed, the closed state of the
specimen collection port 150 is maintained. Therefore, a
situation is prevented in which, according to the insertion
of the ultrasound probe system 1, the specimen collection
port 150 is opened by the wall surface of the pulmonary
periphery bronchus 80, with which the ultrasound probe
system 1 comes into contact, and insertability of the ul-
trasound probe system 1 is deteriorated. Besides, as ex-
plained above, the wall surface of the pulmonary periph-
ery bronchus 80 is prevented from being shaved by the
distal end 5s and the proximal end 3k.
[0067] After inserting the ultrasound probe system 1
into the pulmonary periphery bronchus 80, the examiner
searches for a lesion part 85 while performing ultrasound
observation using the ultrasound observation portion 13.
[0068] In this case, when the examiner can recognize
from an observation image of the ultrasound observation
portion 13 that, as shown in Fig. 8, the distal end side in
the axial direction E of the ultrasound probe system 1 is
inserted into a lumen 82 without the lesion part 85 from
a branch of the pulmonary periphery bronchus 80, more
specifically, when the examiner recognizes from the ob-
servation image that the distal end side in the axial di-
rection E of the ultrasound probe system 1 is not inserted
into a center of the lesion part 85, the examiner pulls out
the distal end side in the axial direction E of the ultrasound
probe system 1 from the lumen 82 and inserts the distal
end side in the axial direction E of the ultrasound probe
system 1 into another lumen 81.

11 12 



EP 2 803 322 A1

8

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0069] As a result, when the examiner can recognize
from the observation image of the ultrasound observation
portion 13 that, as shown in Fig. 8, the distal end side in
the axial direction E of the ultrasound probe system 1 is
located in the center of the lesion part 85 from the branch
of the pulmonary periphery bronchus 80 and inserted into
the lumen 81 in which a narrow portion 81k is formed by
the lesion part 85, the examiner locates a distal end in
the axial direction E of the ultrasound probe system 1 on
an examiner’s side about 1 cm from the center of the
lesion part 85.
[0070] Thereafter, the examiner moves the main body
portion 2 forward in the axial direction E by, about 1 cm
from a position shown in Fig. 6 to a position shown in Fig.
5 using the operation member 21. As a result, the diam-
eter of the narrow portion 81k is expanded by the distal
end portion 3 and, as shown in Fig. 2, the proximal end
3k in contact with the distal end 5s moves forward in the
axial direction E, whereby the specimen collection port
150 is opened.
[0071] According to the opening of the specimen col-
lection port 150, since the narrow portion 81k is formed
in the lumen 81 in which the lesion part 85 is formed, a
part of the lesion part 85 is introduced into the sheath
portion 5 to a vicinity of the outer circumferential surface
2g on a distal end side in the axial direction of the main
body portion 2 via the specimen collection port 150. In
this case, if the suction device is attached to the pipe
sleeve 25 to decompress the space 8, the part of the
lesion part 85 easily enters the sheath portion 5 more
surely.
[0072] According to the opening of the specimen col-
lection port 150, the ultrasound observation portion 13
moves forward about 1 cm in the axial direction E. How-
ever, in most cases, 2 cm or more of the lesion part 85
is present in the axial direction E, the ultrasound obser-
vation portion 13 does not lose sight of the lesion part 85
according to the movement.
[0073] Thereafter, after confirming from the observa-
tion image that a lesion part is rendered, the examiner
adjusts a position in the axial direction E of the main body
portion 2 or the sheath portion 5 according to necessity
while observing the observation image in the ultrasound
observation portion 13.
[0074] Subsequently, in order to collect a large volume
of specimen of the lesion part 85, the examiner moves
the main body portion 2 back and forth in the axial direc-
tion E or moves the sheath portion 5 back and forth in
the axial direction E using the operation member 23.
[0075] As a result, a living tissue of the lesion part 85
is housed in the housing portion 8y via the specimen
collection port 150 as a specimen by at least one of the
distal end 5s and the proximal end 3k. Note that, in this
case, when the suction device is attached to the pipe
sleeve 25 to decompress the space 8, the specimen can
be more easily housed in the housing portion 8y. Note
that when the space 8 is decompressed, a collection
quantity of specimen can be increased. Further, it is pos-

sible to collect specimen even in a bronchus with a slightly
larger inner lumen.
[0076] A ring-like specimen housed in the housing por-
tion 8y is partially cut in the edge portion 7 and formed
in, for example, a C shape. If, for example, hydrophobic
coating is applied to a part on the outer circumferential
surface 2g of the main body portion 2 facing the housing
portion 8y as explained above, the specimen is attracted
to the part on the outer circumferential surface 2g of the
main body portion 2 facing the housing portion 8y.
[0077] Thereafter, the examiner moves the main body
portion 2 backward in the axial direction E until the stop-
per member 28 fits in the concave portion 21p and pulls
out the ultrasound probe system 1 from the treatment
instrument insert-through channel of the endoscope 122,
that is, pulls out the ultrasound probe system 1 to an
outside of the subject.
[0078] Subsequently, on the outside of the subject, the
examiner moves the main body portion 2 forward in the
axial direction E again or moves the sheath portion 5
backward in the axial direction E to thereby change the
specimen collection port 150 to the open state as shown
in Fig. 2. Thereafter, the examiner extracts, using the
tweezers or the like, via the specimen collection port 150,
the specimen housed in the housing portion 8y on the
outer circumferential surface 2g of the main body portion
2 and cut by the edge portion 7.
[0079] Note that the extraction of the specimen may
be performed by immersing the distal end side in the axial
direction E of the ultrasound probe system 1 in liquid to
thereby drop the specimen into the liquid. Further, the
extraction of the specimen may be performed by supply-
ing the liquid from the pipe sleeve 25 to the space 8 or
may be performed by sucking the liquid from the pipe
sleeve 25 via the space 8.
[0080] Thereafter, after the extraction of the specimen
ends, the examiner moves the main body portion 2 back-
ward in the axial direction E until the stopper member 28
fits in the concave portion 21p or moves the sheath por-
tion 5 forward in the axial direction E to bring the proximal
end 3k into contact with the distal end 5s. That is, the
examiner changes the specimen collection port 150 to
the closed state as shown in Fig. 1.
[0081] Finally, the examiner discards the sheath por-
tion 5 and the main body portion 2.
[0082] As explained above, in the present embodi-
ment, during the ultrasound observation of the lesion part
85 by the ultrasound observation portion 13, the main
body portion 2 is moved back and forth in the axial direc-
tion E or the sheath portion 5 is moved back and forth in
the axial direction E. Consequently, it is possible to collect
the specimen of the lesion part 85 using at least one of
the proximal end 3k of the distal end portion 3 and the
distal end 5s of the sheath portion 5.
[0083] Therefore, during the ultrasound observation of
the lesion part 85 by the ultrasound observation portion
13, it is possible to collect the specimen of the lesion part
85 surely and with high position accuracy.
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[0084] In the present embodiment, the edge portion 7
configured to cut the specimen housed in the housing
portion 8y is provided in the housing portion 8y.
[0085] Further, the part of the outer circumferential sur-
face 2g of the main body portion 2 facing the housing
portion 8y has more hydrophobicity than the other parts
on the outer circumferential surface 2g of the main body
portion 2 and the inner circumferential surface 5n of the
sheath portion 5.
[0086] Therefore, the specimen housed in the housing
portion 8y is cut by the edge portion 7. The specimen
adheres to the part of the outer circumferential surface
2g of the main body portion 2 facing the housing portion
8y. Consequently, it is possible to easily collect the spec-
imen from the housing portion 8y via the specimen col-
lection port 150.
[0087] Therefore, certainty of diagnostic properties for
a lesion part is improved. A reduction in an examination
time and reexamination are unnecessary. Therefore, it
is possible not only to reduce burdens on the examiner
and the subject but also, for example, to select an ap-
propriate method of treatment.
[0088] Consequently, it is possible to provide the ultra-
sound probe system 1 including a configuration with
which collection of a specimen of an examined region
can be performed during ultrasound observation and the
collected specimen is easily extracted.
[0089] Note that a modification is explained below with
reference to Fig. 9. Fig. 9 is a partial sectional view of
the distal end side in the axial direction of the ultrasound
probe system showing a configuration in which the distal
end portion is detachable from the main body portion
shown in Fig. 1.
[0090] In the present embodiment explained above,
the distal end portion 3 is formed integrally with the main
body portion 2. However, the distal end portion 3 is not
limited to this and may be provided separately from the
main body portion 2.
[0091] More specifically, as shown in Fig. 9, a small-
diameter portion 2w, on an outer circumferential surface
of which a screw 2r is formed, is formed at the distal end
in the axial direction E of the main body portion 2. At the
distal end portion 3, a concave groove 3x along the axial
direction E, in which the small-diameter portion 2w can
be fit, is formed in a center in a radial direction of the
distal end portion 3. Further, a screw groove 3r, with
which the screw 2r is screwed, is formed on an inner
circumferential surface of the concave groove 3x. On the
outer circumferential surface of the distal end portion 3,
a rotation groove 3v for rotating the distal end portion 3
in order to fix the distal end portion 3 to the small-diameter
portion 2w is formed.
[0092] Therefore, the distal end portion 3 can be at-
tached to a distal end in the axial direction E of the main
body portion 2 simply by fitting the small-diameter portion
2w in the concave groove 3x, rotating the distal end por-
tion 3 in one direction using the rotation groove 3v, and
screwing the screw 2r in the screw groove 3r. The distal

end portion 3 can be pulled out from the distal end in the
axial direction E of the main body portion 2 simply by
rotating the distal end portion 3 in the other direction using
the rotation groove 3v and removing the small-diameter
portion 2w from the concave groove 3x.
[0093] With such a configuration, since the distal end
portion 3 including the proximal end 3k configured to col-
lect a specimen can be removed from the main body
portion 2. Therefore, if the distal end portion 3 is removed,
an outer surface of the main body portion 2 can be
cleaned, disinfected, and sterilized. Therefore, the main
body portion 2 can be used again. According to a pur-
pose, it is possible to mount, on the main body portion
2, a plurality of kinds of the distal end portion 3 having
different angles of the proximal end 3k.
[0094] Note that the other effects are the same as the
effects in the first embodiment.

(Second Embodiment)

[0095] Fig. 10 is a partial sectional view showing, in a
closed state of a specimen collection port, a distal end
side in an axial direction of an ultrasound probe system
in the present embodiment. Fig. 11 is a partial sectional
view showing the distal end side in the axial direction of
the ultrasound probe system in an open state of the spec-
imen collection port shown in Fig. 10.
[0096] Fig. 12 is a partial sectional view of the distal
end side in the axial direction of the ultrasound probe
system showing, in the closed state of the specimen col-
lection port, a modification in which a step portion is pro-
vided in a part on an inner circumferential surface of a
sheath portion facing a housing portion shown in Fig. 10.
Fig. 13 is a partial sectional view showing the distal end
side in the axial direction of the ultrasound probe system
in the open state of the specimen collection port shown
in Fig. 12. Fig. 14 is a partial sectional view schematically
showing a connector provided at a proximal end of the
ultrasound probe system shown in Fig. 10.
[0097] Compared with the ultrasound probe system in
the first embodiment shown in Fig. 1 to Fig. 8, a config-
uration of the ultrasound probe system in the second em-
bodiment is different in that an ultrasound observation
portion 33 is provided movably back and forth in the axial
direction in the main body portion 2.
[0098] Therefore, only the difference is explained.
Components same as the components in the first em-
bodiment are denoted by the same reference numerals
and signs and explanation of the components is omitted.
[0099] As shown in Fig. 10 and Fig. 11, in the present
embodiment, on the inside 2i of the main body portion 2,
the ultrasound observation portion 33 that transmits ul-
trasound in the side surface direction S of the main body
portion 2 to thereby obtain an ultrasound image in a sub-
ject is provided to be movable back and forth in the axial
direction E.
[0100] More specifically, the ultrasound observation
portion 33 is provided at a distal end in the axial direction
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E of an ultrasound probe 31 housed to be movable back
and forth in the axial direction E on the inside 2i of the
main body portion 2. That is, the ultrasound probe 31
including the ultrasound observation portion 33 is provid-
ed to be not fixed to the main body portion 2.
[0101] More specifically, the ultrasound probe 31 is
configured from a mechanical radial scanning probe.
[0102] The ultrasound probe 31 includes the ultra-
sound observation portion 33 located at the distal end in
the axial direction E and configured from a single ultra-
sound transducer, a housing 36 configured to retain the
ultrasound observation portion 33, and the ultrasound
transducer cable 15 extended backward in the axial di-
rection E from the ultrasound observation portion 33 to
the below-mentioned connector 40 (see Fig. 14) and con-
figured to transmit, to the ultrasound observation portion
33, an electric pulse signal outputted from the below-
mentioned ultrasound observation device 123 (see Fig.
20).
[0103] The ultrasound probe 31 includes a flexible
shaft 35 including the ultrasound transducer cable 15 and
extended backward in the axial direction E from the hous-
ing 36. The flexible shaft 35 gives rotation power to the
housing 36. That is, the ultrasound observation portion
33 rotates together with the housing 36 with the rotation
power given by the flexible shaft 35.
[0104] As shown in Fig. 14, in the connector 40 pro-
vided at the proximal end in the axial direction E of the
ultrasound probe system 1, for example, in a connector
cover 48 formed of resin, a proximal end in the axial di-
rection E of the flexible shaft 35 is connected to a con-
nector main body 49 via a rotation transmission shaft 44
and a bearing 46 prevented from coming off the connec-
tor cover 48 by a fixing pin 47. When an electric connector
51 and rotation transmission pins 52 extending from the
connector main body 49 are connected to the ultrasound
observation device 123, a rotation driving force is trans-
mitted to the flexible shaft 35 from a driving source pro-
vided in the ultrasound observation device 123. Note that
the connector main body 49 is fixed to the connector cov-
er 48 by the fixing pin 47.
[0105] In the connector 40, a shield cover 50 for noise
reduction formed of metal such as stainless steel or a
copper alloy is provided between the connector cover 48
and the connector main body 49.
[0106] The rotation transmission shaft 44 is in contact
with an inner circumferential surface of the connector
cover 48 via an O-shaped ring 45. A sheath fixing ring
43 is pivotably screwed with a screw formed on an outer
circumference on a distal end side in the axial direction
E of the connector cover 48.
[0107] On an inside of the sheath fixing ring 43, a
sheath fixing pipe sleeve 41, to which the proximal end
in the axial direction E of the main body portion 2 is fixed,
is provided. A rubber ring 42 is provided between an outer
circumference of the sheath fixing pipe sleeve 41 and an
inner circumference of the sheath fixing ring 43.
[0108] The sheath fixing ring 43 compresses the rub-

ber ring 42 in a radial direction according to rotation.
When the rubber ring 42 is compressed in the radial di-
rection, an inner diameter of the rubber ring 42 decreases
and the rubber ring 42 comes into contact with an outer
circumferential surface of the sheath fixing pipe sleeve
41. Consequently, a position at the proximal end in the
axial direction E of the main body portion 2 is fixed.
[0109] Note that, although not shown in the figure, in
the present embodiment, as in the first embodiment, as
shown in Fig. 4 and Fig. 5, the operation member 21
configured to move the main body portion 2 back and
forth in the axial direction E, and the operation member
23 configured to move the sheath portion 5 back and
forth in the axial direction E, is provided further forward
in the axial direction E than the connector 40 in a halfway
position in the axial direction E of the ultrasound probe
system 1.
[0110] In the present embodiment, as in the first em-
bodiment, as shown in Fig. 6, the ultrasound probe sys-
tem 1 may include a structure for fixing a position in the
axial direction E of the main body portion 2 with respect
to the sheath portion 5 using fitting of the stopper member
28 provided in the operation member 23 in the concave
portions 21p and 21q provided in the operation member
21.
[0111] In the present embodiment, an ultrasound
transmission medium is filled on the inside 2i of the main
body portion 2. Note that examples of the ultrasound
transmission medium filled in the inside 2i include steri-
lized water, distilled water, and liquid paraffin.
[0112] As shown in Fig. 12 and Fig. 13, in the sheath
portion 5, a part facing the housing portion 8y is formed
thinner in the radial direction than other parts. Therefore,
a step portion 5d having a predetermined length from the
distal end of the sheath portion 5 may be formed on the
inner circumferential surface 5n.
[0113] If the step portion 5d is formed in a part of the
inner circumferential surface 5n facing the housing por-
tion 8y, even if the space 8 between the outer circumfer-
ential surface 2g of the main body portion 2 and the inner
circumferential surface 5n of the sheath portion 5 is ex-
tremely narrow as shown in Fig. 12 and Fig. 13, it is pos-
sible to secure a large housing space for a specimen
using the step portion 5d.
[0114] The surface treatment for increasing hydropho-
bicity may be applied to a part of the outer circumferential
surface 2g of the main body portion 2 opposed to the
inner circumferential surface 5n formed by the step por-
tion 5d of the sheath portion 5. In other words, the part
of the outer circumferential surface 2g of the main body
portion 2 facing the housing portion 8y may have a higher
contact angle than the other parts on the outer circum-
ferential surface 2g of the main body portion 2 not facing
the housing portion 8y and the inner circumferential sur-
face 5n formed by the step portion 5d.
[0115] More specifically, the hydrophobic coating may
be applied to the part of the outer circumferential surface
2g of the main body portion 2 facing the housing portion
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8y. The hydrophilic coating may be applied to the other
parts on the outer circumferential surface 2g of the main
body portion 2 not facing the housing portion 8y and the
inner circumferential surface 5n formed by the step por-
tion 5d of the sheath portion 5.
[0116] Naturally, it is also possible that coating is not
performed and only the part of the outer circumferential
surface 2g of the main body portion 2 facing the housing
portion 8y is formed of fluorine-based resin such as PT-
FE, PE, or the like, whereby the part of the outer circum-
ferential surface 2g of the main body portion 2 facing the
housing portion 8y has higher hydrophobicity than the
other parts on the outer circumferential surface 2g of the
main body portion 2 and the inner circumferential surface
5n formed by the step portion 5d of the sheath portion 5.
[0117] When the part of the outer circumferential sur-
face 2g of the main body portion 2 facing the housing
portion 8y has higher hydrophobicity than the other parts
on the outer circumferential surface 2g of the main body
portion 2 and the inner circumferential surface 5n formed
by the step portion 5d of the sheath portion 5 in this way,
since the specimen contains fat as a main component,
the specimen tends to adhere to a hydrophobic material.
That is, the specimen tends to adhere to the part of the
outer circumferential surface 2g of the main body portion
2 facing the housing portion 8y.
[0118] Note that the step portion 5d may be formed on
the inner circumferential surface 5n of the sheath portion
5 of the ultrasound probe system 1 in the first embodi-
ment.
[0119] Note that a part opposed to the ultrasound ob-
servation portion 33 on the distal end side in the axial
direction E of the sheath portion 5 has ultrasound per-
meability.
[0120] Further, in the sheath portion 5, a blade 30 may
be provided along the axial direction E in a part through
which ultrasound transmitted from the ultrasound obser-
vation portion 33 to the side surface direction S does not
pass. Therefore, since stretchability in the axial direction
E of the sheath portion 5 is deteriorated by the blade 30,
as shown in Fig. 10 and Fig. 12, the specimen collection
port 150 is prevented from suddenly opening when the
specimen collection port 150 is inserted into the lesion
part 85 in the pulmonary periphery bronchus 80 on the
distal end side in the axial direction E of the ultrasound
probe system 1 in the closed state.
[0121] Note that the other components are the same
as the components in the first embodiment.
[0122] Next, action in the present embodiment is ex-
plained.
[0123] First, an examiner takes out the sheath portion
5 and the main body portion 2 from a sterilized pack and
fills the ultrasound transmission medium in the inside 2i
of the main body portion 2.
[0124] Subsequently, the examiner inserts the ultra-
sound probe system 1 into the inside 2i of the main body
portion 2 and rotates the sheath fixing ring 43 (see Fig.
14) to thereby fix the proximal end in the axial direction

E of the main body portion 2 as explained above.
[0125] Thereafter, a step of filling saline in the space
8, a step of inserting the distal end side in the axial di-
rection E of the ultrasound probe system 1 to the pulmo-
nary periphery bronchus 80, a step of collecting a spec-
imen of the lesion part 85 using the proximal end 3k and
the distal end 5s to be housed in the housing portion 8y,
and a step of extracting the specimen housed in the hous-
ing portion 8y outside the subject after the collection are
the same as the steps in the first embodiment explained
above. Therefore, explanation of the steps is omitted.
[0126] Note that, in the present embodiment, when the
ultrasound probe system 1 is inserted in the pulmonary
periphery bronchus 80 as shown in Fig. 8, as shown in
Fig 14, the proximal end in the axial direction E of the
main body portion 2 is fixed using the sheath fixing pipe
sleeve 41, the rubber ring 42, and the sheath fixing ring
43. In addition, the main body portion 2 has higher
stretchability in the axial direction E than the sheath por-
tion 5. Therefore, the stopper member 28 fits in the con-
cave portion 21p as shown in Fig. 6. In a state in which
the proximal end 3k of the distal end portion 3 is in contact
with the distal end 5s of the sheath portion 5 with pressure
backward in the axial direction E (the closed state of the
specimen collection port shown in Fig. 6 corresponding
to Fig. 4), as shown in Fig. 12, the distal end portion 3 is
pressed forward in the axial direction E by the distal end
5s of the sheath portion 5, whereby the main body portion
2 expands forward in the axial direction E. As a result,
the ultrasound probe 31 is in a state in which the ultra-
sound probe 31 moves backward in the axial direction E
on the inside 2i of the main body portion 2.
[0127] Finally, after extracting the specimen from the
housing portion 8y, the examiner discards the main body
portion 2 and the sheath portion 5. Thereafter, after clean-
ing the ultrasound probe 31 taken out from the inside 2i
of the main body portion 2, the examiner puts the ultra-
sound probe 31 in a sterilized pack and sterilizes and
stores the ultrasound probe 31.
[0128] As explained above, in the present embodi-
ment, the ultrasound probe 31 including the ultrasound
observation portion 33 is provided to be movable back
and forth in the axial direction E on the inside 2i of the
main body portion 2. That is, the ultrasound probe 31
including the ultrasound observation portion 33 is provid-
ed not to be fixed to the main body portion 2.
[0129] Therefore, after collection of the specimen, the
main body portion 2 to which the distal end portion 3
provided with the proximal end 3k used for the specimen
collection is fixed and the sheath portion 5 including the
distal end 5s used for the specimen collection are dis-
carded. However, the ultrasound probe 31 provided with
the ultrasound observation portion 33 can be reused.
Therefore, it is possible to perform specimen collection
work at lower costs than in the first embodiment.
[0130] Note that the other effects are the same as the
effects in the first embodiment.
[0131] A modification of the present embodiment is ex-
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plained with reference to Fig. 15. Fig. 15 is a partial sec-
tional view of a distal end side in an axial direction of an
ultrasound probe system showing a configuration of the
modification in which the edge portion 7 is excluded from
the housing portion 8y of the ultrasound probe system 1
shown in Fig. 10.
[0132] As shown in Fig. 15, the edge portion 7 does
not have to be provided in the housing portion 8y. There-
fore, it is difficult to extract the specimen housed in the
housing portion 8y. Otherwise, effects same as the ef-
fects in the second embodiment can be obtained.
[0133] Another modification is explained below with
reference to Fig. 16 and Fig. 17. Fig. 16 is a partial sec-
tional view of the distal end side in the axial direction of
the ultrasound probe system showing a configuration of
a modification in which a plurality of grooves 5e along
the axial direction are formed along a circumferential di-
rection on the inner circumferential surface 5n of the
sheath portion 5 of the ultrasound probe system 1 shown
in Fig. 10. Fig. 17 is a sectional view of the sheath portion
taken along line XVII-XVII in Fig. 16.
[0134] As shown in Fig. 16 and 17, a plurality of
grooves 5e along the axial direction E may be formed
along the circumferential direction on the inner circum-
ferential surface 5n of the sheath portion 5.
[0135] With such a configuration, the sheath portion 5
or the main body portion 2 can be smoothly moved back
and forth in the axial direction E by the plurality of grooves
5e. A space of the housing portion 8y can be secured
larger by a size of the groove 5e than in the present em-
bodiment shown in Fig. 10. Besides, eccentricity of the
sheath portion 5 with respect to the main body portion 2
can be suppressed as much as possible by the plurality
of grooves 5e. Therefore, it is possible to surely collect
a specimen. Note that the other effects are the same as
the effects in the second embodiment.
[0136] Another modification is explained below with
reference to Fig. 18 and Fig. 19. Fig. 18 is a partial sec-
tional view of the distal end side in the axial direction of
the ultrasound probe system showing a configuration of
a modification in which a plurality of grooves 2e along
the axial direction are formed along the circumferential
direction on the outer circumferential surface 2g of the
main body portion 2 of the ultrasound probe system
shown in Fig. 10. Fig. 19 is a sectional view of the sheath
portion and the main body portion taken along line XIX-
XIX in Fig. 18.
[0137] As shown in Fig. 18 and Fig. 19, the plurality of
groves 2e along the axial direction E may be formed along
the circumferential direction on the outer circumferential
surface 2g of the main body portion 2.
[0138] With such a configuration, the sheath portion 5
or the main body portion 2 can be smoothly moved back
and forth in the axial direction E by the plurality of grooves
2e. The space of the housing portion 8y can be secured
larger by a size of the groove 2e than in the present em-
bodiment shown in Fig. 10. Besides, eccentricity of the
sheath portion 5 with respect to the main body portion 2

can be suppressed as much as possible by the plurality
of grooves 2e. Therefore, it is possible to surely collect
a specimen.
[0139] As shown in Fig. 18, the proximal end face 3m
of the distal end portion 3 may be formed on a flat surface.
That is, the proximal end 3k does not have to be formed
at an acute angle. In this case, the proximal end 3k does
not configure the specimen collecting portion.
[0140] That is, in such a configuration, only the distal
end 5s of the sheath portion 5 configures the specimen
collecting portion. With such a configuration, effects
same as the effects in the second embodiment can be
obtained.
[0141] The other effects are the same as the effects in
the second embodiment.
[0142] Naturally, the configurations shown in Fig. 15
to Fig. 19 can also be applied to the ultrasound probe
system in the first embodiment.
[0143] In the present embodiment, as shown in Fig. 9
in the first embodiment, the distal end portion 3 may be
provided separately from the main body portion 2.
[0144] Note that the ultrasound probe system 1 in the
first and second embodiments explained above is used
in, for example, an endoscope system shown in Fig. 20.
[0145] Fig. 20 is a diagram schematically showing an
endoscope system including the ultrasound probe sys-
tem in the first and second embodiments.
[0146] As shown in Fig. 20, the endoscope 122 includ-
ed in an endoscope system 200 includes the long endo-
scope insertion portion 122a having flexibility. The oper-
ation portion 122b is provided on an examiner’s side of
the endoscope insertion portion 122a.
[0147] Further, a universal cord 122c is extended from
the operation portion 122b. A scope connector 122d is
provided at an end portion of the universal cord 122c. A
video processor device and a light source device not
shown in the figure are connected to the scope connector
122d.
[0148] The treatment instrument insertion port 122e is
opened near a coupling portion of the endoscope inser-
tion portion 122a and the operation portion 122b. The
treatment instrument insert-through channel communi-
cates with the treatment instrument insertion port 122e.
The treatment instrument insert-through treatment in-
strument channel is formed in the endoscope insertion
portion 122a, and a distal end thereof is opened on a
distal end face of the endoscope insertion portion 122a.
[0149] The connector 40 provided at the proximal end
of the ultrasound probe system 1 is connected to a con-
nector receiving portion 123a of the ultrasound observa-
tion device 123. The ultrasound observation device 123
causes a monitor 124 to display an ultrasound image
obtained by the ultrasound observation portion 13 (33).
[0150] The present invention is not limited to the em-
bodiments explained above and various alterations,
modifications, and the like are possible in a range in which
the gist of the present invention is not changed.
[0151] The present application is filed claiming the pri-
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ority of Japanese Patent Application No. 2013-005626
filed in Japan on January 16, 2013, and the above de-
scribed disclosure is incorporated by reference in the
present description and claims.

Claims

1. An ultrasound probe system comprising:

a bar-like main body portion;
an ultrasound observation portion provided in
the main body portion and configured to transmit
ultrasound in a side surface direction of the main
body portion and receive a reflected wave;
a distal end portion provided such that a proxi-
mal end face, which is a surface on a proximal
end side, is adjacent to a distal end in an axial
direction of the main body portion, the distal end
portion having a diameter larger than the main
body portion;
a cylindrical sheath portion having a diameter
larger than the main body portion and configured
to house the main body portion on an inside
thereof to be capable of advancing and retract-
ing in the axial direction;
a distal end face arranged at a distal end of the
sheath portion and facing the proximal end face;
a specimen collecting portion provided on at
least one of the proximal end face and the distal
end face, an entire circumference of the speci-
men collecting portion being formed at an acute
angle toward the axial direction in order to sep-
arate a specimen from a subject in an annular
shape; and
an edge portion arranged on the proximal end
face or the distal end face to cross the entire
circumference of the specimen collecting por-
tion in order to cut the annular specimen collect-
ed by the specimen collecting portion.

2. The ultrasound probe system according to claim 1,
wherein the edge portion is formed on the distal end
face.

3. The ultrasound probe system according to claim 1,
wherein the main body portion has higher stretcha-
bility in the axial direction than the sheath portion.

4. The ultrasound probe system according to claim 1,
wherein the outer circumferential surface of the main
body portion has higher hydrophobicity than the in-
ner circumferential surface of the sheath portion.
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摘要(译)

超声波探头系统包括杆状主体部分，设置在主体部分中并且被配置为在
主体部分的侧表面方向上传输超声波并接收反射波的超声波观察部分，
提供这样的超声波探测系统近端面，即近端侧的表面，在主体部的轴向
上与前端相邻，前端部的直径比主体部大，圆筒状的鞘部直径大于主体
部分并且构造成在其内部容纳主体部分以能够在轴向方向上前进和缩
回，远端面布置在护套部分的远端并且面向近端端面，设置在近端面和
远端面中的至少一个上的样本收集部分，形成样本收集部分的整个圆周
在朝向轴向方向的锐角处，以便将样本与对象分离成环形，并且布置在
近端面或远端面上的边缘部分穿过样本收集部分的整个圆周，以便切割
由样本收集部分收集的环形样本。
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