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A needle assembly including a needle shaft and a plastics
sleeve extending along the ocutside of the needle shaft,
wherein the sleeve contains a plurality of gas bubbles
within the thickness of the sleeve, and wherein the needle
shaft is hollow, so that fluids can be introduced into or
removed from a patient's body through the needle shaft.

2. claims: 8-14

A method of manufacture of a needle assembly including the
steps of providing a metal shaft and extruding on the
outside of the shaft a sleeve of a plastics material
containing gas bubbles, and forming a sharp, penetrating tip
at one end of the metal shaft, so that the needle assembly
can be inserted into a patient's body by piercing a tissue
wall.

A needle assembly made by the above method.
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