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A vaginal occlusion device that prevents the leak of gas out of
the vaginal cavity during a laparoscopic surgery. The vaginal
occlusion device includes a shaft with a handle attached to
one end and a round or oval shaped head attached to the other
end. The head is adapted to be inserted into a vagina.
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1
VAGINAL OCCLUSION DEVICE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention generally relates to a minimally
invasive surgical device. More particularly, the present inven-
tion relates to a vaginal occlusion device. In recent years,
laproscopic surgery has become a very popular surgical pro-
cedure. Laparoscopic surgery may be less invasive than the
previous abdominal surgical procedures. Laparoscopic pro-
cedures require the abdominal cavity to be filled with gas,
forming pneumoperitoneum to allow the surgeon to see and
move instruments. Unfortunately, using the vagina as a route
for natural orifice extraction following colpotomy, the gas
tends to escape through the vaginal opening, making it diffi-
cult to maintain surgical exposure during the laparoscopic
surgical procedure. In addition, the size of women’s vaginal
areas varies considerably, necessitating the use of various
sized surgical devices.

As can be seen, there is a need for a vaginal device that has
universal use and at the same time prevents the leak of gas
during laparoscopic surgery.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In one aspect of the present invention, a vaginal occlusion
device having a shaft, including a handle attached to one end,
ahead attached to the other end, the head has an oval or round
shape, and wherein the head is adapted to be inserted into a
vagina.

In another aspect of the present invention, a vaginal occlu-
sion device having a one-piece body, including a shaft with a
handle attached to one end, a head attached to the other end,
the head has an oval or round shape, and the head is adapted
to be inserted into a vagina.

These and other features, aspects and advantages of the
present invention will become better understood with refer-
ence to the following drawings, description and claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates a side view of the vaginal occlusion
device according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 2 illustrates a cross-sectional view of a female pelvis
showing the vaginal occlusion device of FIG. 1 inserted into
the vagina;

FIG. 3 illustrates a side view of the vaginal occlusion
device according to a second exemplary embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 4 illustrates a side view of the vaginal occlusion
device according to a third exemplary embodiment of the
present invention; and

FIG. 5 illustrates a side view of the vaginal occlusion
device according to a fourth exemplary embodiment of the
present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The following detailed description is of the best currently
contemplated modes of carrying out exemplary embodiments
of the invention. The description is not to be taken in a limit-
ing sense, but is made merely for the purpose of illustrating
the general principles of the invention, since the scope of the
invention is best defined by the appended claims.
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Various inventive features are described below that can
each be used independently of one another or in combination
with other features.

Broadly, embodiments of the present invention generally
provide a vaginal occlusion device used to maintain pneumo-
peritoneum following a minimally invasive surgery using the
vagina for specimen extraction.

FIG. 1 illustrates the vaginal occlusion device 10a accord-
ing to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention. In
this embodiment, the vaginal occlusion device 10a may
include a shaft 14 having a head 12 at one of its ends and a
handle 16 on the other end. The vaginal occlusion device 10
may be manufactured under current biomedical standards.

The shaft 14 may have a length that allows the surgeon to
properly place the head 12 inside the vagina 18. In one
embodiment, the shaft 14 together with the head 12 may have
alength A of approximately 160 mm. The shaft 14 may have
a geometrical shape. In one embodiment, the shape of the
shaft 14 may be cylindrical, rectangular, or triangular. In one
embodiment, the shape of the shaft 14 may be cylindrical with
a diameter C of approximately 16 mm. The shaft 14 may be
made ofarigid material. In one embodiment, the shaft 14 may
be made of a non latex-based material or plastic. The shaft 14
and the handle 16 may be made as a one-piece device.

The handle 16 may allow the surgeon to grip the vaginal
occlusion device 10a when being inserted in the vagina 18
that is heavily contaminated with body fluids. The handle 16
may be ergonomically designed to facilitate maintaining the
grip of the vaginal occlusion device 10a. The handle 16 may
include an anti-slip surface 16a to facilitate the grip of the
handle 16.

The handle 16 may have a length B that allows the surgeon
to properly control the insertion of the vaginal occlusion
device 10a in the vagina 18. In one embodiment, the length B
of the handle 16 may be from approximately 120 mm to
approximately 140 mm. The handle 16 may have a width C
that allows the surgeon to properly control the insertion of the
vaginal occlusion device 10q in the vagina 18. In one embodi-
ment, the width C of the handle 16 may be 20 mm. In one
embodiment, the handle 14 and the shaft 16 may have the
same cross areas. In one embodiment, the handle 14 and the
shaft 16 may have different cross areas.

The handle 16 may be configured at any angle with respect
to the shaft 14 from O degrees to 180 degrees. F1G. 4 illus-
trates a third alternate embodiment of the present invention on
which the vaginal occlusion device 10¢ may include a handle
164 that may be configured at a 45 degree angle with respect
to the shaft 14. In addition, FIG. 4 illustrates that the vaginal
occlusion device 10¢ may include a handle 16¢ that may be
configured on the same plane with respect to the shaft 14.

The head 12 may be used to obstruct the vagina 18, pre-
venting the gas from leaking from the abdomen cavity during
the laparoscopic procedure. The head 12 may be attached to
or form an integral part of the shaft 14 and may not be
removable from the shaft 14. The head 12 may be made of a
medical-grade rigid material. In one embodiment, thehead 12
may be made of medical-grade plastic, non-latex rubber, or
silicon. The material of the head 12 may be strong enough to
prevent the head 12 from being punctured by a needle 22 on
the thread 24 when suturing the vaginal cuff 20 at the end of
the vaginal laparoscopic surgery.

The shape of the head 12 may be round or oval to allow the
surgeon to block the passage of gas through the vaginal cavity.
The round or oval shape of the head 12 may be configured to
anatomically match the vaginal cuffarea, providing a seal that
may prevent the passage of gas from the peritoneal cavity
through the vaginal defect. The head 12 may include a smooth
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surface to protect the interior of the vagina 18. The size of the
cross-sectional area D of the head 12 may depend on the
female anatomical variances. In one embodiment, the head 12
may have a diameter from 35 mm to 45 mm. In one embodi-
ment, the head 12 may have a diameter of 40 mm. The head 12
may have any color. In one embodiment, the size of the head
12 may be color coded.

FIG. 2 illustrates the vaginal occlusion device 10a that may
be inserted into the vagina 18 by the surgeon using the handle
16 to grip and control the angle of insertion. The surgeon may
slide the vaginal occlusion device 10« into the vaginal open-
ing 19 of the vagina 18 until the vaginal occlusion device 10a
reaches the vaginal cuff 20, blocking the passage of gas from
the peritoneal cavity through the vaginal defect.

FIG. 3 shows a second alternate embodiment of the present
invention on which a vaginal surgical device 105 may include
ahandle 17 having fingered grips 17a. In addition, the FIG. 3
illustrates that the head 12 may be round. The size of the head
12 may vary from a small size rounded shaped head 125 to a
large size round shaped head 12a.

FIG. 5 illustrates a fourth embodiment of the present inven-
tion showing a vaginal occlusion device 104 showing a head
26 having an oval shape. The size of the head 26 may vary
from a small size oval shaped head 265 to a large size oval-
shaped head 26a. The oval-shaped head 26a may allow for
use in other laparoscopic surgical applications.

The vaginal occlusion device 10a-d may be sterile, radio-
opaque, and disposable.

The vaginal occlusion device 10a-d may prevent the reten-
tion of foreign bodies caught by sutures, such as glove mate-
rials or surgical sponges in the vagina 18.

It should be understood, of course, that the foregoing
relates to exemplary embodiments of the invention and that
modifications may be made without departing from the spirit
and scope of the invention as set forth in the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A plurality of vaginal occlusion devices, each device for
maintaining pneumoperitoneum of a peritoneal cavity in
laproscopic surgery, each device comprising:

a shaft having a first end and a second end,;

a handle attached to the first end of the shaft;

ahead attached to the second end of the shaft, wherein the

head has an oval or round shape;

the head is adapted to be inserted into a vagina in an

inserted condition of the device;

the head of each device has a respective size different from

the sizes of the heads of the other devices;

the head of each device carries a respective color different

from the colors of the heads of the other devices;

the color of the head of each device corresponds to the

respective size of the head; and

in the inserted condition of one of the devices, the head of

the device occludes a vaginal cuff to block passage of
gas from the peritoneal cavity through a vaginal cavity
SO as to maintain pneumoperitoneum.

2. The vaginal occlusion device according to claim 1,
wherein the head is made of a rigid material.

3. The vaginal occlusion device according to claim 1,
wherein the handle and shaft are made of a non latex-based
material.

20

25

40

45

50

55

60

4

4. The vaginal occlusion device according to claim 1,
wherein the handle includes at least one of a non-slip surface
and finger grips.

5. The vaginal occlusion device according to claim 1,
wherein the handle is placed at a O to 180 degree angle with
the shaft.

6. The vaginal occlusion device according to claim 1,
wherein the head has a smooth surface.

7. The vaginal occlusion device according to claim 1,
wherein the shaft, handle, and head comprise a one-piece
body.

8. The vaginal occlusion device according to claim 7,
wherein the one-piece body is rigid.

9. The vaginal occlusion device according to claim 1,
wherein the device is constructed of a radio-opaque material.

10. The vaginal occlusion device according to claim 1,
wherein the head of the device is constructed of a puncture-
resistant material.

11. The vaginal occlusion device according to claim 1,
wherein the head of the device is constructed of a needle-
impermeable material providing a hard surface adapted to
prevent the head of the device from being sutured.

12. The vaginal occlusion device according to claim 1,
wherein in the inserted condition ofthe device, the head ofthe
device is stationary with respect to the vaginal cuff.

13. The vaginal occlusion device according to claim 1,
wherein:

the shaft has a width; and

the head has a width about twice as great as the width ofthe

shaft.

14. A plurality of vaginal occlusion devices, each device
for maintaining pneumoperitoneum in laproscopic surgery of
a peritoneal cavity, each device comprising:

a rigid shaft including an enlarged head and an opposed

handle;

each head having a size different from the sizes of the heads

of the other devices;

the head of each device carries a respective color different

from the colors of the heads of the other devices;

the color of the head of each device corresponds to the

respective size of the head; and

an inserted condition of the shaft of one of the devices in a

vagina;

wherein in the inserted condition of the shaft, the shaft is

inserted into the vagina against a vaginal cuff of the
vagina, providing a seal against the vaginal cuff prevent-
ing passage of gas from the peritoneal cavity through the
vagina.

15. The vaginal occlusion device according to claim 14,
wherein the device is constructed of a radio-opaque material.

16. The vaginal occlusion device according to claim 14,
wherein the head of the device is constructed of a needle-
impermeable material providing a hard surface adapted to
prevent the head of the from being sutured.

17. The vaginal occlusion device according to claim 14,
wherein in the inserted condition of the device, the head of the
device is stationary with respect to the vaginal cuff.

18. The vaginal occlusion device of claim 14, wherein:

the shaft has a width; and

the head has a width about twice as greatas the width of the

shaft.
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