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Description
FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates generally to a
medical system and a device for suturing tissue, and
more particularly for endoscopically suturing openings in
tissue.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] Openings or perforations in the walls of internal
organs and vessels may be naturally occurring, or formed
intentionally or unintentionally. These openings may be
used to gain access to adjacent structures of the body,
such techniques being commonly referred to as translu-
minal procedures. For example, culdoscopy was devel-
oped over 70 years ago, and involves transvaginally ac-
cessing the peritoneal cavity by forming an opening in
the cul de sac. This access to the peritoneal cavity allows
medical professionals to visually inspect numerous an-
atomical structures, as well as perform various proce-
dures such as biopsies or other operations, such as tubal
ligation. Many transluminal procedures for gaining ac-
cess to various body cavities using other bodily lumens
have also been developed. Natural orifices such as the
mouth, nose, ear, anus or vagina may provide access to
such bodily lumens and cavities. The bodily lumen(s) of
the gastrointestinal tract are often endoscopically ex-
plored and can be utilized to provide access to the peri-
toneal cavity and other body cavities, all in a minimally
invasive manner.

[0003] Compared to traditional open surgery or lapar-
oscopic surgery, transluminal procedures are less inva-
sive by eliminating abdominal incisions (or other exterior
incisions) and incision related complications, while also
reducing postoperative recovery time, reducing pain, and
improving cosmetic appearance. At the same time, there
remain challenges to transluminal procedures, including
providing a suitable conduit to the openings and body
cavities, robust medical devices that are maneuverable
via the conduit and operable within the body cavity, ste-
rility of the conduit, maintaining insufflation of the body
cavity, proper closure of the opening, and prevention of
infection. For example, when an opening is formed in a
bodily wall of the gastrointestinal tract, such as in the
stomach or intestines, spillage of the stomach contents,
intestinal contents or other bodily fluids into the adjacent
body cavity can occur. Travel of bacteria laden fluids out-
side of the gastrointestinal tract may cause unwanted
and sometimes deadly infection.

[0004] In order to permanently close naturally occur-
ring, intentionally or unintentionally formed perforations
and allow the tissue to properly heal, numerous medical
devices and methods have been developed employing
sutures, adhesives, clips, tissue anchors and the like.
One such class of devices aims to endoscopically close
perforations, such as those within the gastrointestinal
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tract. Accordingly, various medical devices have been
proposed that attach to the endoscope to facilitate per-
foration closure. Some of these medical devices employ
suction to orient the tissue for suturing or anchor place-
ment, while others employ tissue graspers or other de-
vices to orient the tissue. EP 1 584 294 A2 discloses a
suture device for medical application that sutures bio-
medical tissue that has been suctioned by a suction de-
vice. The suture device is intended for use with an en-
doscope and comprises a tubular end cap having an in-
terior space and a side port for receiving and locating the
tissue within the interior space. Further, in the interior
space a substantially T-shaped restricting member is po-
sitioned. The restricting member projects into the interior
space and is provided to restrict contact between the
endoscope and a pledget into which needles can be in-
serted.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0005] The present invention provides a medical de-
vice and a system for suturing a perforation in tissue, that
may be used endoscopically and/or laparoscopically,
and that offer simple, reliable and controllable placement
of sutures around a perforation for complete closure
thereof. The medical device, constructed in accordance
with the teachings of the present invention, generally in-
cludes an endcap for use with an endoscope to suture
an opening in tissue using a tissue anchor. The endcap
has a tubular shape defined by an annular sidewall, and
the sidewall defines an interior space. A side port is fur-
ther defined by the annular sidewall and is in communi-
cation with the interior space. The side port is sized to
receive and locate the tissue within the interior space for
suturing. A support rib is positioned within the interior
space and distal to the side port. The support rib extends
laterally from a first position on the sidewall to a second
position on the sidewall. The support rib and sidewall
define a piercing aperture therebetween which is sized
to be larger than a length of the tissue anchor, allowing
the anchor to freely exit the interior space via the piercing
aperture and side port. The support rib bisects a portion
of the interior space that is distal to the side port. A prox-
imal edge of the support rib defines a support surface.
The support rib, together with a portion of the sidewall
thatis exposed by the side port, define an annular support
surface for supporting the tissue.

[0006] According to more detailed aspects of the med-
ical device, the piercing aperture and the side port are
located on the same lateral side of the endcap and pref-
erably engage each other over a line. The support rib is
preferably oriented longitudinally. The endcap may also
include an end wall, wherein the support rib preferably
extends between the end wall and the first and second
positions along the sidewall. In preferred constructions,
a majority of the end wall is exposed to the endoscope
permitting visualization through the end wall, and thus
the endcap is preferably formed of an optical-grade plas-
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tic.

[0007] Themedical system, constructedinaccordance
with the teachings of the present invention, generally in-
cludes the medical device having the endcap, an endo-
scope, and a needle assembly. The endoscope has a
working channel defining a longitudinal axis. The needle
assembly has a needle defining a distal end and a needle
lumen. A tissue anchor is slidably received within the
needle lumen, and a suture is attached to the tissue an-
chor. The needle assembly is slidably received within the
working channel of the endoscope. The endcap has an
annular sidewall defining a proximal interior space, and
anintermediate interior space, and adistal interior space.
The proximal interior space is sized to receive a distal
end of the endoscope. The side wall defines a side port
in communication with the intermediate interior space
and is sized to receive the tissue therein. The endcap
includes a support rib bisecting the annular sidewall and
the distal interior space to define an anchor ejection por-
tion of the distal interior space. The anchor ejection por-
tion is sized to receive the tissue anchor therein when
the tissue anchor is in a lengthwise orientation.

[0008] According to more detailed aspects of the med-
ical system, the anchor ejection portion of the distal in-
terior space is circumferentially aligned with the working
channel of the endoscope. The anchor ejection portion
of the distal interior space is in direct communication with
the side port without any intervening structure therebe-
tween. The area between the ejection portion of the distal
interior space and the intermediate interior space defines
a piercing aperture that is preferably sized to pass the
tissue anchor therethrough in its lengthwise orientation.
[0009] An application of the medical device and the
system for suturing an opening in tissue is described in
the following. The endcap of the medical device is fitted
to the distal end of the endoscope. The endoscope and
medical device are introduced to a first site proximate
the opening, and the tissue is positioned within the inter-
mediate interior space of the endcap. The needle assem-
bly is advanced distally through the tissue and the pierc-
ing aperture. A tissue anchor is deployed into the distal
interior space, and the needle assembly is retracted prox-
imally through the tissue. The endoscope and medical
device can then be moved along the periphery of the
opening while the tissue remains within the intermediate
interior space, whereby the tissue anchor passes directly
back through the piercing aperture and exits the side port.
The needle assembly is advanced distally through the
tissue at a second site proximate the opening and a sec-
ondtissue anchoris deployed. The free ends of the suture
are tightened to close the opening.

[0010] According to more detailed aspects of the ap-
plication of the medical device and the system, the free
ends of the suture are pulled proximally to draw the tissue
anchors closer together and close the opening. Prefera-
bly, the plurality of tissue anchors are connected to a
single suture, and each tissue anchor is slidably attached
to the suture. The application of the medical device and
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the system may thus further comprise the steps of posi-
tioning the plurality of tissue anchors around the opening
and tensioning the ends of the suture to reduce the dis-
tance between the tissue anchors and compress the tis-
sue around the opening to close the opening in a purse-
string fashion.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0011] The accompanying drawings incorporated in
and forming a part of the specification illustrate several
aspects of the present invention, and together with the
description serve to explain the principles of the inven-
tion. In the drawings:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a medical system
constructed in accordance to the teachings of the
present invention;

FIG. 2 is an exploded view of the medical system
depicted in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view of a medical device
forming a portion of the medical system depicted in
FIGS. 1 and 2;

FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view of the medical device
depicted in FIG. 3;

FIG. 5 is a side view of a tissue anchor forming a
portion of the medical system depicted in FIGS. 1
and 2;

FIGS. 6-13 are views illustrating use of the medical
system depicted in FIGS. 1 and 2 to close an opening
in tissue in accordance with teachings of the present
invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0012] In the present application, the term "proximal"
refers to a direction that is generally towards a physician
during a medical procedure, while the term "distal" refers
to a direction that is generally towards a target site within
a patient’s anatomy during a medical procedure.

[0013] Turning now to the figures, FIGS. 1-2 depict a
medical system 20 for suturing closed a perforation 10
intissue 12 (see, e.g., FIG. 6), constructed in accordance
with the teachings of the present invention. The medical
system 20 generally comprises an endoscope 22, a nee-
dle assembly 24 and a medical device 26 adapted for
use with the endoscope 22. The endoscope 22 may be
any scope known to those skilled in the art, and therefore
may have various lengths, diameters and functionality.
The endoscope 22 generally defines a longitudinal axis
14, and a working channel 28 extends longitudinally
through the endoscope 22. The needle assembly 24 is
received within the working channel 28, and as best seen
in FIG. 2 includes a needle 30 with a needle lumen 32
receiving one or more tissue anchors 34 having suture
36 connected thereto. A stylet 38 or other pushing ele-
ment is typically fitted within the needle lumen 32 to eject
the anchors 34, as is known in the art. Likewise, a needle
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sheath 40 may also be provided to shield and control
exposure of the piercing distal tip of the needle 30.
[0014] The medical device 26 generally includes an
endcap 42 having a tubular or annular sidewall 44 defin-
ing an interior space 46 accessible via a side port 48 for
suturing the tissue 12 with the needle assembly 24. A
proximal portion 46p of the interior space 46 is sized to
receive the distal end of the endoscope 22. The endcap
42 may be structured to frictionally engage the endo-
scope 22 for selective retention of the endcap 42 on the
endoscope 22, although other means for connecting the
endcap 42 to the endoscope 22 may be employed, as is
known in the art. The endoscope 22 and medical device
26 are therefore adapted to be traversed through the
body of a patient in this connected configuration shown
in the figures.

[0015] Turning now to FIGS. 3 and 4, the medical de-
vice 26 has been shown in cross-section. The annular
sidewall 44 defines aninterior space 46, portions of which
include the proximal interior space 46p, an intermediate
interior space 46i and a distal interior space 46d. Adjacent
the intermediate interior space 44i, the sidewall 42 de-
fines the side port 48 through which the tissue 12 enters
the interior space 46. The medical device 26 preferably
also includes an endwall 50 located at the distal end of
the sidewall 44. The endwall 50 encloses the distal inte-
rior space 46d, and is preferably constructed of an opti-
cal-grade plastic that permits the endoscope 22 to visu-
alize through the endcap 42, discussed in greater detail
herein.

[0016] The medical device 26 also includes a support
rib 52 which bisects the annular sidewall 44 in the distal
interior space 46d. On one side of the support rib 52,
there is an anchor ejection portion 54 of the distal interior
space 46d, which is defined by the space between the
support rib 52 and sidewall 44. The anchor ejection por-
tion 54 of the distal interior space 46d is sized to receive
the needle assembly 24, and in particular the needle 30
and the tissue anchor 34. As best seen in FIG. 4, the
support rib 52 extends from a first position 52a on the
sidewall to a second position 52b on the sidewall. Thus,
the support rib 52 and sidewall 44 also define a piercing
aperture 56 therebetween, which is the area where the
anchor ejection portion 54 meets the intermediate interior
space 46i. The edge 58 of the support rib 52 defines a
support surface, and together with the portion of the side-
wall that is exposed by the side port 48, defines an an-
nular support surface for supporting tissue during sutur-
ing, as will be described in further detail herein. The an-
chor ejection portion 54 meets the side port 48 over a
line, namely the curved line of the piercing aperture 56
defined by the sidewall 44.

[0017] The piercing aperture 56 is semi-circular in
shape (although it may have other shapes depending
upon the tubular or annular shape of the endcap 42) de-
fined by a largest diameter Dy and a smallest diameter
D,. Preferably the largest diameter D, is greater than a
length L, of the tissue anchor 34 (shown in FIG. 5) while
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the smallest diameter D, is less than the length L of the
tissue anchor 34. This helps to orient the tissue anchor
34 within the anchor ejection portion 54 of the distal in-
terior space 46d. In another embodiment, both the largest
diameter D, and the smallest diameter D, may be greater
than a length L, of the tissue anchor 34. In either case,
the anchor ejection portion 54 of the distal interior space
46d is sized to receive the tissue anchor 34 therein while
the tissue anchor 34 is in a lengthwise orientation, mean-
ing its axis 37 extends laterally and is generally perpen-
dicular to the longitudinal axis 14 (i.e. within about 15
degrees of perpendicular). Likewise, the tissue anchor
34 can pass through piercing aperture 56 in its lengthwise
orientation. It will be recognized by those skilled in the
art that the anchor ejection portion 54 of the distal interior
space 46d is in direct and immediate communication with
the side port 48 without any intervening structure there-
between, permitting easy passage of the tissue anchor
34.

[0018] The sidewall 44 preferably has a circular cross-
sectional shape as shown, and the first and second po-
sitions 52a, 52b on the sidewall 44 span an arc Agg of
less than about 180 degrees, although in other embodi-
ments Agg can be about 180 degrees. The side port 48
spans a second arc Agp which is greater than the first
arc AgR bisected by the support rib 52. Accordingly, and
as best seen in FIG. 4, the edge 58 of the support rib 52
and the exposed sidewall 44 define a support surface
that has a general D-shape (see, e.g., the un-hatched
area shown in FIG. 4).

[0019] As best seen in FIG. 3, the support rib 52 also
extends longitudinally and engages the endwall 50. The
longitudinal length of the support rib 52 positions its sup-
port surface (namely edge 58) proximate the longitudinal
position of the side port 48. In the depicted embodiment,
the endwall 50 has a semi-spherical shape to provide an
atraumatic tip to the medical system 20, although the
endwall 50 may take other shapes such as flat or conical.
Notably, a majority of the endwall 50 is exposed to the
endoscope 22 (see, e.g., FIG. 8) thereby permitting vis-
ualization through the endwall 50. As such, the medical
device 26, and in particular endcap 42, is preferably
formed of an optical-grade plastic that permits visualiza-
tion therethrough. Suitable plastics include but are not
limited to acrylic, polyacrylates, polyacrylonitrile, polyvi-
nylchloride, polyetherketone, and polyethylene.

[0020] AsshowninFIG.5, the tissue anchor 34 is pref-
erably of a form where the anchor member is slidable
relative to the suture 36. One preferred tissue anchor 34
shown in FIG. 5, and includes a wire loop 35 which slid-
ably receives the suture 36. Further details of this and
other tissue anchors are disclosed in U.S. Patent Appli-
cation No. 11/946,565 filed November 25, 2007 and U.S.
Patent No. 5,123,914 issued June 23, 1992.

[0021] One preferred method for utilizing the medical
system 20 and its medical device 26 will now be de-
scribed with reference to FIGS. 6-13. As shown in FIG.
6, an upper portion of the gastrointestinal tract 15, such
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as the esophagus 16 and stomach 17, may be accessed
via the mouth (not shown). A cutting instrument, with or
without the aid of an endoscope or other visualization
device, may be employed to form an opening 10 in the
gastric wall or gastric tissue 12. Wire guides, dilators and
other medical devices may be employed through the
opening 10 to perform a translumenal procedure. These
initial steps of the method have been described for ref-
erence purposes and to give context, and, it will be rec-
ognized that the medical system 20 of the present inven-
tion may be used to endoscopically suture any tissue
within the body. Likewise, the medical system 20 may be
employed through any natural orifice as (e.g., the mouth,
anus, vagina, ears, nose.) as well as intentionally formed
orifices such as those made during laparoscopic or sim-
ilar procedures. The bodily opening 10 defined by the
tissue of an internal bodily lumen may be intentionally
formed or may be naturally occurring, and the internal
bodily lumen may comprise a portion of the gastrointes-
tinal tract or any other internal bodily lumen, as will be
recognized by those skilled in the art.

[0022] The medical device 26 and its endcap 42 are
fitted on the distal end of the endoscope 22 as shown in
FIGS. 1 and 6. The medical system 20 is introduced to
aposition proximate the opening 10, and the distal portion
of the endcap 42 is passed through the opening 10 as
shown in FIG. 7. As shown in FIG. 8, the medical system
20 is manipulated such that the tissue 12 passes through
the side port 48 and is positioned within the interior space
46, and in particular the intermediate interior space 46i.
The visualization element 23 of the endoscope 22 is ca-
pable of visualizing the placement of the tissue 12 within
the interior space 46, and when there is no tissue 12
within the interior space 46, it can visualize distally be-
yond the medical device 26 through the endwall 50 of
the endcap 42.

[0023] With the medical system 20 positioned at a first
site along the tissue 12 proximate the opening 10 as
shown in FIG. 8, the needle assembly 24 and its needle
30 will be advanced distally through the working channel
28 of the endoscope 22, through the tissue 12, through
the piercing aperture 56 and into the anchor ejection por-
tion 54 of the distal interior space 46d. Notably, the prox-
imal edge 58 of the supportrib 52, as well as the exposed
portion of the sidewall 44, support the tissue 12 as the
needle 30 is advanced therethrough. At the proximal end
of the medical system 20, the stylet 38 of needle assem-
bly 24 may be moved relative to the needle 30 to deploy
the tissue anchor 34 into the anchor ejection portion 54
of the distal interior space 46d.

[0024] The needle assembly 24 may then be retracted
proximally through the working channel 28 of the endo-
scope 22 such that itis removed from the tissue 12 while
leaving the tissue anchor 34 on the distal side of the tissue
12, as shown in FIG. 10. The suture 36 will pass through
the tissue 12, and one end of the suture will continue
through the working channel 28 and/or the needle 30 for
connection to additional tissue anchors 34 and to the
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proximal end of the medical system 20. The other free
end of the suture 36 will pass through the side port 48
and along the exterior of the medical system 20 to a lo-
cation outside of the body, whereby both ends of the su-
ture 36 may be manipulated by the medical professional.
[0025] Due to the construction of the medical device
26 and its endcap 42, the tissue anchor 34 is capable of
moving through the anchor ejection portion 54 of the dis-
tal interior space 46d in its lengthwise orientation shown
in FIG. 10. Likewise, the piercing aperture 56 and the
side port 48 permit the tissue anchor 34 to pass directly
therethrough such that the medical system 20 may be
slid along the periphery of the opening 10 in the tissue
12 to a second site proximate the opening 10. When the
medical system is moved, the tissue anchor 34 will simply
exit the medical device 26 via the side port 48 and remain
at the first site where it was deployed. The medical sys-
tem 20 need not be slid along the periphery of the opening
10, but may also be moved laterally away from the tissue
12 so that it exits the interior space 46, whereafter a sec-
ond site may be identified and targeted for deployment
of additional tissue anchors 34.

[0026] AsshowninFIG. 11, multiple tissue anchors 34
may be deployed around the periphery of the opening 10
in the tissue 12, while the suture 36 largely remains on
the proximal side of the tissue 12. The plurality of tissue
anchors 34 may be deployed around the opening 10,
such as in a generally circular configuration, although
any number and any configuration of anchor deployment
may be used, such as zig-zag configurations. Both of the
free ends 36a, 36b of the suture 36 extend proximally
through the bodily lumen and external orifice for individ-
ual manipulation by the medical professional to close the
opening 10. In particular, the ends 36a, 36b may be ten-
sioned toreduce the distance between the tissue anchors
34 and compress the tissue 12 around the opening 10
to close the opening 10 in a purse-string fashion, as
shown in FIG. 13. A suture lock 60 may be employed to
connect the ends 36a, 36b of the suture 36 together and
maintain the tension thereon, although the suture 36 may
also be tied using knots or other techniques or devices
as will be readily appreciated by those skilled in the art.
Several exemplary suture locks are disclosed in U.S. Pat-
ent Application Nos. 12/125,525 filed May 22, 2008 and
12/191,001 filed August 13, 2008.

[0027] It will be recognized by those skilled in the art
that, while the applications described above generally
include placing the tissue devices in tissue through an
internal bodily lumen, it will be recognized that the sys-
tems and devices may be used on any layer of material
(e.g. fabrics, cloth, polymers, elastomers, plastics and
rubber) that may or may not be associated with a human
or animal body and a bodily lumen. For example, the
systems and devices can find use in laboratory and in-
dustrial settings for placing devices through one or more
layers of material that may or may not find application to
the human or animal body, and likewise closing holes or
perforationsinlayers of material that are not bodily tissue.
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[0028] The foregoing description of various embodi-
ments of the invention has been presented for purposes
of illustration and description. It is not intended to be ex-
haustive or to limit the invention to the precise embodi-
ments disclosed. Numerous modifications or variations
are possible in light of the above teachings. The embod-
iments discussed were chosen and described to provide
the best illustration of the principles of the invention and
its practical application to thereby enable one of ordinary
skill in the art to utilize the invention in various embodi-
ments and with various modifications as are suited to the
particular use contemplated. All such modifications and
variations are within the scope of the invention as deter-
mined by the appended claims when interpreted in ac-
cordance with the breadth to which they are fairly, legally,
and equitably entitled.

Claims

1. A medical device (26) for use with an endoscope
(22) to suture an opening (10) in tissue (12) using a
tissue anchor (34), the medical device (26) compris-
ing:

an endcap (42) having a tubular shape defined
by an annular sidewall (44), the sidewall (44)
defining an interior space (46);

a side port (48) defined by the annular sidewall
(44), the side port (48) in communication with
the interior space (46), the side port (48) sized
to receive and locate the tissue (12) within the
interior space (46);

a support rib (52) positioned within the interior
space (46) and distal to the side port (48), the
support rib (52) extending laterally from a first
position (52a) on the sidewall (44) to a second
position (52b) on the sidewall (44) so that the
support rib (52) bisects a portion of the interior
space (46) that is distal to the side port (48), the
support rib (52) and sidewall (44) defining a
piercing aperture (56) therebetween, the pierc-
ing aperture (56) having a largest diameter (D)
that is greater than a length of the tissue anchor
(34); and

an anchor ejection portion (54) of the interior
space (46) on one side of the support rib (52)
defined by the space between the support rib
(52) and the sidewall (44);

wherein a proximal edge (58) of the support rib
(52) defines a support surface to support the tis-
sue (12) during suturing;

characterized in that

the proximal edge (58) of the support rib (52),
together with a portion of the sidewall (44) that
is exposed by the side port (48), define an an-
nular support surface for supporting the tissue
(12).
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10.

The medical device (26) of claim 1, wherein the pierc-
ing aperture (56) and the side port (48) are located
on the same lateral side of the endcap (42).

The medical device (26) of claim 1, wherein the pierc-
ing aperture (56) and the side port (48) meet along
a line.

The medical device (26) of claim 1, wherein the end-
cap (42) further includes a distal endwall (50), and
wherein the support rib (52) extends longitudinally
to the endwall (50).

The medical device (26) of claim 4, wherein a ma-
jority of the endwall (50) is exposed to the endoscope
(22) and constructed of a material permitting visual-
ization through the endwall (50).

The medical device (26) of claim 1, wherein the prox-
imal edge (58) of the support rib (52) is coplanar with
the portion of the sidewall (44) that is exposed by
the side port (48).

The medical device (26) of claim 1, wherein the side-
wall (44) has a circular cross-sectional shape, and
wherein the first (52a) and second (52b) positions
on the sidewall (44) span an arc (Agg) of less than
about 180 degrees.

The medical device (26) of claim 1, wherein the side-
wall (44) has a circular cross-sectional shape, and
wherein the first (52a) and second (52b) positions
on the sidewall (44) span afirstarc (Aggr), and where-
in the side port (48) spans a second arc (Agp), the
first arc (Agr) being less than the second arc (Agp).

The medical device (26) of claim 1, wherein the
smallest diameter (D,) of the piercing aperture (56)
is less than a length of the tissue anchor (34).

A medical system (20) comprising the medical de-
vice (26) of any of the preceding claims, the medical
system (20) further comprising:

an endoscope (22) having a working channel
(28) and defining a longitudinal axis (14); and
a needle assembly (24) having a needle (30)
defining a distal end and a needle lumen (32),
a tissue anchor (34) slidably received within the
needle lumen (32), and a suture (36) attached
to the tissue anchor (34), the needle assembly
(24) being slidably received within the working
channel (28) of the endoscope (22);

the interior space (46) denoted by a proximal
interior space (46p), an intermediate interior
space (46i), and a distal interior space (46d), the
proximal interior space (46p) sized to receive a
distal end of the endoscope (22), the side port
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(48) in communication with the intermediate in-
terior space (46i), the support rib (52) bisecting
the distal interior space (46d) to define the an-
chor ejection portion (54) of the distal interior
space (46d).

The medical system (20) of claim 10, wherein the
anchor ejection portion (54) of the distal interior
space (46d) is circumferentially aligned with the
working channel (28) of the endoscope (22).

The medical system (20) of claim 10, wherein the
anchor ejection portion (54) of the distal interior
space (46d) is in direct communication with the side
port (48) without any intervening structure therebe-
tween.

Patentanspriiche

1.

Medizinische Vorrichtung (26) zur Verwendung mit
einem Endoskop (22) zum Zunahen einer Offnung
(10) in Gewebe (12) unter Verwendung eines Ge-
webeankers (34), wobei die medizinische Vorrich-
tung (26) umfasst:

eine Endkappe (42), die eine réhrenférmige
Form aufweist, die durch eine ringférmige Sei-
tenwand (44) definiert wird, wobei die Seiten-
wand (44) einen Innenraum (46) definiert;
einen Seitenport (48), der durch die ringférmige
Seitenwand (44) definiert ist, wobei der Seiten-
port (48) in Verbindung mit dem Innenraum (46)
steht, wobei der Seitenport (48) derart dimensi-
oniert ist, dass er das Gewebe (12) innerhalb
des Innenraums (46) aufnimmt und fixiert;

eine Stitzrippe (52), die innerhalb des Innen-
raums (46) und distal zu dem Seitenport (48)
angeordnet ist, wobei sich die Stitzrippe (52)
seitlich von einer ersten Position (52a) an der
Seitenwand (44) zu einer zweiten Position (52b)
an der Seitenwand (44) erstreckt, so dass die
Stutzrippe (52) einen Abschnitt des Innenraums
(46) halbiert, der distal zu dem Seitenport (48)
ist, wobei die Stltzrippe (52) und die Seiten-
wand (44) eine dazwischenliegende Durch-
stechoffnung (56) definieren, wobei die Durch-
stecho6ffnung (56) einen maximalen Durchmes-
ser (D4) aufweist, der grofer ist als eine Lange
des Gewebeankers (34); und

einen Ankerauswerfabschnitt (54) des Innen-
raums (46) auf einer Seite der Stltzrippe (52),
der durch den Raum zwischen der Stitzrippe
(52) und der Seitenwand (44) definiert ist;
wobei eine proximale Kante (58) der Stitzrippe
(52) eine Stutzflache zum Stiitzen des Gewebes
(12) wahrend des Vernahens definiert;
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass
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10.

die proximale Kante (58) der Stitzrippe (52) zu-
sammen mit einem Abschnitt der Seitenwand
(44), der von dem Seitenport (48) freigelegt ist,
eine ringférmige Stitzflache zum Stiitzen des
Gewebes (12) definiert.

Medizinische Vorrichtung (26) nach Anspruch 1, wo-
bei die Durchstech6ffnung (56) und der Seitenport
(48) an der gleichen seitlichen Seite der Endkappe
(42) angeordnet sind.

Medizinische Vorrichtung (26) nach Anspruch 1, wo-
bei sich die Durchstechéffnung (56) und der Seiten-
port (48) entlang einer Linie treffen.

Medizinische Vorrichtung (26) nach Anspruch 1, wo-
bei die Endkappe (42) weiterhin eine distale Stirn-
wand (50) aufweist, und wobei sich die Stitzrippe
(52) in Langsrichtung zu der Stirnwand (50) er-
streckt.

Medizinische Vorrichtung (26) nach Anspruch 4, wo-
bei ein Grofiteil der Stirnwand (50) gegentiber dem
Endoskop (22) freigelegt ist und aus einem Material
gebildet ist, das ein Durchschauen durch die Stirn-
wand (50) zuldsst.

Medizinische Vorrichtung (26) nach Anspruch 1, wo-
bei die proximale Kante (58) der Stitzrippe (52) ko-
planar mit dem Abschnitt der Seitenwand (44) ist,
der von dem Seitenport (48) freigelegt ist.

Medizinische Vorrichtung (26) nach Anspruch 1, wo-
bei die Seitenwand (44) eine runde Querschnitts-
form aufweist und wobei die erste (52a) und die zwei-
te (52b) Position an der Seitenwand (44) einen Kreis-
bogen (Agr) von weniger als etwa 180 Grad auf-
spannen.

Medizinische Vorrichtung (26) nach Anspruch 1, wo-
bei die Seitenwand (44) eine runde Querschnitts-
form aufweist und wobei die erste (52a) und die zwei-
te (52b) Position an der Seitenwand (44) einen ers-
ten Bogen (Aggr) aufspannen und wobei der Seiten-
port (48) einen zweiten Kreisbogen (Agp) aufspannt,
wobei der erste Kreisbogen (Agg) kleiner ist als der
zweite Kreisbogen (Agp).

Medizinische Vorrichtung (26) nach Anspruch 1, wo-
bei der kleinste Durchmesser (D,) der Durchstech-
offnung (46) kleiner ist als eine Lange des Gewebe-
ankers (34).

Medizinisches System (20), das die medizinische
Vorrichtung (26) nach einem der vorangehenden
Anspriiche umfasst, wobei das medizinische Sys-
tem (20) weiterhin umfasst:
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ein Endoskop (22), das einen Arbeitskanal (28)
aufweist und eine Langsachse (14) definiert;
und

eine Nadelanordnung (24), die eine Nadel (30),
die ein distales Ende und ein Nadellumen (32)
definiert, einen Gewebeanker (34), der ver-
schiebbar innerhalb des Nadellumens (32) auf-
genommen ist, und einen Faden (36) aufweist,
der an dem Gewebeanker (34) befestigt ist, wo-
bei die Nadelanordnung (24) verschiebbar in-
nerhalb des Arbeitskanals (28) des Endoskops
(22) aufgenommen ist;

wobei sich der Innenraum (46) aus einem pro-
ximalen Innenraum (46p), einem mittleren In-
nenraum (46i) und einem distalen Innenraum
(46d) zusammensetzt, wobei der proximale In-
nenraum (46p) derart dimensioniert ist, dass er
eindistales Ende des Endoskops (22) aufnimmt,
wobei der Seitenport (48) in Verbindung mit dem
mittleren Innenraum (46i) steht, wobei die Stiitz-
rippe (52) dendistalen Innenraum (46d) halbiert,
um den Ankerauswerfabschnitt (54) des dista-
len Innenraums (46d) zu definieren.

Medizinisches System (20) nach Anspruch 10, wo-
bei der Ankerauswerfabschnitt (54) des distalen In-
nenraums (46d) mit dem Arbeitskanal (28) des En-
doskops (22) in Umfangsrichtung fluchtet.

Medizinisches System (20) nach Anspruch 10, wo-
bei der Ankerauswerfabschnitt (54) des distalen In-
nenraums (46d) ohne eine dazwischenliegende in-
tervenierende Struktur in direkter Verbindung mit
dem Seitenport (48) steht.

Revendications

Dispositif médical (26) destiné a étre utilisé avec un
endoscope (22) dans le but de suturer une ouverture
(10) dans un tissu (12) au moyen d’'un élément de
fixation au tissu (34), le dispositif médical (26)
comprenant :

un embout (42) présentant une forme tubulaire
définie par une paroi latérale annulaire (44), la
paroi latérale (44) définissant un espace inté-
rieur (46) ;

un orifice latéral (48) défini par la paroi latérale
annulaire (44), l'orifice latéral (48) communi-
quant avec I'espace intérieur (46),

l'orifice latéral (48) étant dimensionné afin de
recevoir et de positionner le tissu (12) a l'inté-
rieur de I'espace intérieur (46) ;

une partie saillante de support (52) positionnée
a l'intérieur de I'espace intérieur (46) et distale
vis-a-vis de I'orifice latéral (48), la partie saillante
de support (52) s’étendant latéralement d’'une
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premiére position (52a) sur la paroi latérale (44)
aune seconde position (52b) sur la paroi latérale
(44) de telle sorte que la partie saillante de sup-
port (52) divise en deux une partie de I'espace
intérieur (46) qui est distale vis-a-vis de I'orifice
latéral (48), la partie saillante de support (52) et
la paroilatérale (44) définissant un trou de trans-
percement (56) entre elles, le trou de transper-
cement (56) présentant un diamétre maximal
(D4) qui est supérieur a une longueur de I'élé-
ment de fixation au tissu (34) ; et

une partie d’éjection d’élément de fixation (54)
de I'espace intérieur (46) sur un cété de la partie
saillante de support (52) définie par 'espace en-
tre la partie saillante de support (52) et la paroi
latérale (44) ;

un bord proximal (58) de la partie saillante de
support (52) définissant une surface de support
destinée a supporter le tissu (12) lors de la
suture ;

caractérisé en ce que

le bord proximal (58) de la partie saillante de
support (52), conjointement avec une partie de
la paroi latérale (44) qui est exposée par le biais
de l'orifice latéral (48), définissent une surface
de support annulaire destinée a supporter le tis-
su (12).

Dispositif médical (26) selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel le trou de transpercement (56) et I'orifice la-
téral (48) sont situés sur le méme coté latéral de
I’'embout (42).

Dispositif médical (26) selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel le trou de transpercement (56) et I'orifice la-
téral (48) se rejoignent le long d’une ligne.

Dispositif médical (26) selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel 'embout (42) comprend en outre une paroi
d’extremité distale (50), et dans lequel la partie
saillante de support (52) s’étend longitudinalement
jusqu’a la paroi d’extrémité (50).

Dispositif médical (26) selon la revendication 4, dans
lequel une majeure partie de la paroi d’extrémité (50)
est exposée a I'endoscope (22) et composée d’un
matériau permettant une visualisation a travers la
paroi d’extrémité (50).

Dispositif médical (26) selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel le bord proximal (58) de la partie saillante de
support (52) est coplanaire avec la partie de la paroi
latérale (44) qui est exposée par le biais de I'orifice
latéral (48).

Dispositif médical (26) selon la revendication 1, dans
lequel la paroi latérale (44) présente une forme en
section transversale circulaire, et dans lequel les
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premiére (52a) et seconde (52b) positions sur la pa-
roi latérale (44) délimitent un arc (Agg) inférieur a
environ 180 degrés.

Dispositif médical (26) selon larevendication 1, dans
lequel la paroi latérale (44) présente une forme en
section transversale circulaire, et dans lequel les
premiére (52a) et seconde (52b) positions sur la pa-
roi latérale (44) délimitent un premier arc (AgR), et
dans lequel l'orifice latéral (48) délimite un second
arc (Agp), le premier arc (Agr) étant inférieur au se-
cond arc (Agp).

Dispositif médical (26) selon larevendication 1, dans
lequel le diamétre minimal (D,) du trou de transper-
cement (56) est inférieur a une longueur de I'élément
de fixation au tissu (34).

Systeme médical (20) comprenant le dispositif mé-
dical (26) selon I'une quelconque des revendications
précédentes, le systtme médical (20) comprenant
en outre :

un endoscope (22) comportant un canal opéra-
teur (28) et définissant un axe longitudinal (14) ;
et un ensemble d’aiguille (24) comportant une
aiguille (30) définissant une extrémité distale et
une lumiére d’aiguille (32), un élément de fixa-
tion au tissu (34) regu a coulissementa l'intérieur
de la lumiére d’aiguille (32), et un fil de suture
(36) attaché a I'élément de fixation au tissu (34),
'ensemble d’aiguille (24) étant regu a coulisse-
mental'intérieur du canal opérateur (28) de I'en-
doscope (22) ;

I'espace intérieur (46) représenté par un espace
intérieur proximal (46p), un espace intérieur in-
termédiaire (46i) et un espace intérieur distal
(46d), I'espace intérieur proximal (46p) étant di-
mensionné afin de recevoir une extrémité dista-
le de 'endoscope (22), I'orifice latéral (48) com-
muniquant avec I'espace intérieur intermédiaire
(46i), la partie saillante de support (52) divisant
en deux I'espace intérieur distal (46d) de fagon
a définir la partie d’éjection d’élément de fixation
(54) de I'espace intérieur distal (46d).

Systeme médical (20) selon la revendication 10,
dans lequel la partie d’éjection d’élément de fixation
(54) de I'espace intérieur distal (46d) est alignée au
niveau de la circonférence avec le canal opérateur
(28) de I'endoscope (22).

Systeme médical (20) selon la revendication 10,
dans lequel la partie d’éjection d’élément de fixation
(54) de I'espace intérieur distal (46d) communique
directement avec l'orifice latéral (48), aucune struc-
ture intermédiaire n’étant présente entre eux.
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