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(54) SURGICAL CLAMP

(57) A surgical clamp in certain embodiments may
be configured to operate with a surgical Installation tool.
The clamp may have two elongated members with a bight
portion that joins the two elongated members at a prox-
imal end of the clamp and that may bias the two elongated
members in an open position at a distal end. The bight
portion may have one or more engagement features,
such as a slotted aperture or other engagement or cou-

Figure - 14

pling feature. A clasp mechanism at the distal end of the
clamp may have a male or first component disposed on
or adjacent one of the two elongated members and a
female or second component disposed on or adjacent
the other of the two elongated members at the distal end
of the clamp. The installation tool may include an elon-
gated member with a proximal end and a distal end that
has an engagement feature.
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-5, 8-13

A surgical clamp with two elongate members joined via a
bight portion and a clasp mechanism to maintain the jaws
closed after clamping, directed at the selection of the
materials and/or the use of a non-integral design for the
elongate members and the bight portion.

2. claim: 7

A surgical clamp with two elongate members joined via a
bight portion and a clasp mechanism to maintain the jaws
closed after clamping, directed at the clasp mechanism being
based on a hinged Toop design.

3. claim: 14

A surgical clamp with two elongate members joined via a
bight portion and a clasp mechanism to maintain the jaws
closed after clamping, directed at an engagement feature
integrated into the bight portion.

4. claims: 6, 15

A surgical clamp with two elongate members joined via a
bight portion and a clasp mechanism to maintain the jaws
closed after clamping, directed at padding material on at
least one of the elongate members.
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