EP 2 356 949 A3

(19)

Europaisches
Patentamt

European

Patent Office

Office européen
des brevets

(12)

(88) Date of publication A3:
30.05.2012 Bulletin 2012/22

(43) Date of publication A2:
17.08.2011 Bulletin 2011/33

(21) Application number: 11155227.9

(22) Date of filing: 09.01.2008

(11) EP 2 356 949 A3

EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(51) IntCL:
A61B 17/072 (2006.01)

(84) Designated Contracting States:
AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB GR
HRHUIEISITLILT LU LV MC MT NL NO PL PT
RO SE SI SK TR

(30) Priority: 10.01.2007 US 651806

(62) Document number(s) of the earlier application(s) in
accordance with Art. 76 EPC:
08250100.8 / 1 943 958

(71) Applicant: Ethicon Endo-Surgery, Inc.
Cincinnati, OH 45242 (US)

(72) Inventors:
¢ Giordano, James R.
Milford, OH 45150 (US)
¢ Shelton IV, Frederick E.
New Vienna, OH 45159 (US)

(74) Representative: Tunstall, Christopher Stephen
Carpmaels & Ransford
One Southampton Row
London
WC1B 5HA (GB)

(54)

(57)  Asurgical instrument, such as an endoscopic or
laparoscopic instrument, includes a shaft having a prox-
imalend and adistal end. The shaftincludes afirst sensor
element. An end effector is coupled to the distal end of
the shaft. The end effector includes a second sensor el-
ement. A handle is connected to the proximate end of
the shaft. The handle includes a control unit. The control
unitis in communication with the first sensor element and
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