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ULTRASONICALLY DETERMINING FLOW PARAMETERS OF
A FLUID FLOWING THROUGH A PASSAGE, BY USING
FAR-FIELD ANALYSIS

Step (a)

> Acquiring near-field amplitude and phase change values of ultrasound
waves transmitted into, propagating through, and scattered by, the
flowing fluid.

Step (b)

> Determining a far-field scattering amplitude distribution, as a
two-dimensional function of scattering angle and Doppler frequency
shift, from the acquired near-field amplitude and phase change values.

Step (¢)

> Determining flow parameters (peak velocity, velocity distribution,
flow rate) of the flowing fluid, from the far-field scattering amplitude
distribution.

Fig. 1
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ULTRASONICALLY DETERMINING FLOW
PARAMETERS OF A FLUID FLOWING
THROUGH A PASSAGE, BY USING
FAR-FIELD ANALYSIS

FIELD AND BACKGROUND OF THE
INVENTION

[0001] The presentinvention relates to ultrasonically deter-
mining flow parameters of a fluid flowing through a passage,
and more particularly, to a method for ultrasonically deter-
mining flow parameters of a fluid flowing through a passage,
by using far-field analysis. The present invention is generally
applicable for ultrasonically determining flow parameters
(particularly, peak velocity, velocity distribution, and flow
rate) of essentially any type or kind, and form, of fluid (liquid
or/and gas) flowing through essentially any type or kind, and
size, of passage (channel, conduit, or duct) of essentially any
typeorkind, and size (small scale, medium scale, large scale),
of process.

[0002] Particular exemplary applications of the present
invention are a homogeneous or inhomogeneous, single
phase or multiple phase, particulate-free or particulate-con-
taining, liquid, such as water, an organic solvent, or a petro-
leum based liquid, flowing through a passage (e.g., pipe, tube)
of a medium or large scale process (e.g., a residential or
commercial clean water or waste water distribution process,
an industrial manufacturing process, or a petroleum based
liquid transfer process), or, such as a biological liquid (e.g.,
blood, urine, water), flowing through a passage (e.g., vessel,
duct, organ) of a small scale biological (e.g., human or ani-
mal) process. The present invention is generally applicable to
a turbulent flowing fluid or a laminar flowing fluid (i.e., char-
acterized by a high or low Reynolds number, respectively).
[0003] The inventive method is generally implementable
by using various different types of equipment and hardware,
and associated software, which are known for ultrasonically
determining flow parameters of a fluid flowing through a
passage. The inventive method is particularly implementable
by using ‘clamp-on’ types of equipment and hardware, and
associated software, which include an ultrasound wave trans-
mitter and an ultrasound wave detector array, clamped on, in
an oppositely facing configuration, to outer walls of a passage
through which the fluid flows, and which operate by trans-
mitting and detecting, respectively, ultrasound waves that
propagate normal or perpendicular to the main or net flow
direction of the flowing fluid, and are scattered by the flowing
fluid.

[0004] Theories, principles, and practices thereof, and,
related and associated applications and subjects thereof,
relating to ultrasonically determining flow parameters of a
fluid flowing through a passage (channel, conduit, or duct),
are well known and taught about in the prior art, and currently
practiced in a wide variety of numerous different fields and
areas of technology. For the purpose of establishing the scope,
meaning, and fields or areas of application, of the present
invention, the following background includes selected defi-
nitions and exemplary usages of terminology which are rel-
evant to, and used for, disclosing the present invention.

Main Techniques of Ultrasonically Determining Flow Param-
eters of a Fluid Flowing Through a Passage (Channel, Con-
duit, or Duct)

[0005] Inthe field(s) encompassing or/and relating to ultra-
sonically determining flow parameters (particularly, peak
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velocity, velocity distribution, and flow rate) of a fluid (liquid
or/and gas) flowing through a passage, three main categories
of techniques (methods, and associated equipment) are well
established and practiced: (a) techniques known as, and based
on, time-of-flight, transit time difference, or propagation time
difference, (b) techniques known as, and based on, transit
time correlation, cross-correlation, or tag flow, and (c) tech-
niques known as, and based on, sound Doppler velocimetry,
or Doppler flow. Complete theoretical descriptions, details,
explanations, examples, and applications, of each of these
main categories of techniques, and related subjects and phe-
nomena, are readily available in the technical literature [se-
lected recent examples cited hereinbelow], for example, in
the fields of physics, fluid mechanics, fluid dynamics, hydro-
dynamics, fluid flow technology, and ultrasound technology.
Each of these main categories of techniques, and main limi-
tations associated therewith, are briefly described hereinbe-
low.

(a) Time-of-Flight, Transit Time Difference, or Propagation
Time Difference, Techniques

[0006] These techniques are based on measuring and deter-
mining flow parameters (velocity, flow rate) of a fluid flowing
through a passage, by measuring the difference in the time-
of-flight, transit time, or propagation time, of relatively
simple ultrasound waves propagating in the flowing fluid
along the flow path between upstream and downstream direc-
tions along the passage.

[0007] More specifically, in these techniques, in general,
typically, an upstream transducer transmits ultrasound waves,
at a non-normal or skewed angle relative to the direction of
flow, into the flowing fluid. The transmitted ultrasound waves
are detected by a downstream transducer, and then transmit-
ted back to the upstream transducer. Under conditions when
the fluid is not flowing, the time taken by the upstream trans-
mitted ultrasound waves to be detected by the downstream
transducer is the same as the time taken by the downstream
transmitted ultrasound waves to be detected by the upstream
transducer. However, under conditions when the fluid is flow-
ing, the effect of the flowing fluid velocity on the transmitted
ultrasound waves is to effectively ‘speed up’ propagation of
the upstream transmitted ultrasound waves in the upstream to
downstream direction, and to effectively ‘slow down’ propa-
gation of the downstream transmitted ultrasound waves in the
downstream to upstream direction. Such speeding up and
slowing down of the transmitted ultrasound waves generates
or causes the difference in the time-of-flight, transit time, or
propagation time, of the ultrasound waves propagating in the
flowing fluid along the flow path between the upstream and
downstream directions along the passage, which is used for
determining the velocity, and flow rate, of the flowing fluid.

[0008] Among the main limitations of these techniques are
that they (i) don’t account for details of the flow distribution
throughout the passage (channel, conduit, or duct, e.g., pipe,
tube), which affect calibration of the flow rate and depend on
varying conditions within the passage, (ii) depend upon the
angle at which the ultrasound waves are transmitted through
the passage wall and subsequently through the flowing fluid,
which require knowledge of the refraction indices of both the
passage wall and the fluid, (iii) sometimes involve mode
conversion with shear vibrations in the passage, thus the
forward and backward sound paths are not exactly the same,
(iv) have an operational model based on geometrical acous-
tics, so inevitable processes, such as wave diffraction, are
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considered disadvantageous, and (v) by theory and definition,
such techniques are totally inapplicable to transmitting,
receiving, and measuring, ultrasound waves propagating in
the direction normal or perpendicular to the main or net flow
direction of the flowing fluid.

[0009] References [1, 2-10] contain recent exemplary
teachings of main category (a)-time-of-flight, transit time
difference, or propagation time difference, techniques, for
determining flow parameters of a fluid flowing through a
passage (channel, conduit, or duct).

(b) Transit Time Correlation, Cross-Correlation, or Tag,
Flow, Techniques

[0010] These techniques are based on measuring and deter-
mining flow parameters (velocity, flow rate) of a fluid flowing
through a passage (channel, conduit, or duct), by measuring
ultrasound waves propagating in the flowing fluid that (i) are
scattered by internally existing or/and externally provided
(seeded) substances (tags) (e.g., particles, droplets, or/and
gas bubbles) moving in the flowing fluid, or/and, (ii) are
similarly perturbed (phase modulated) by internally existing
or/and externally caused flow fluctuations (tags) arising due
to (velocity, pressure, thermal, concentration, or/and density)
inhomogeneities or gradients, or/and turbulence, moving in
the flowing fluid, along the flow path between upstream and
downstream directions of the passage.

[0011] More specifically, characteristic or representative
features contained in the measured scattered or/and perturbed
ultrasound waves are correlated (typically, via a time correla-
tor defined by a cross correlation function and an associated
correlation coefficient) based on a delay time between mea-
surements of such features, followed by calculating there-
from the average flow rate of the flowing fluid. By detecting a
similar pattern of phase modulation, of the scattered or/and
perturbed ultrasound waves, in the upstream and downstream
paths at different times (i.e., the delay time), the velocity of
the flowing fluid may be directly derived from the distance
between the paths divided by the elapsed time (delay time)
between occurrence of the correlated modulation patterns.
[0012] The main limitation of these techniques is that they
are most suitable to applications involving turbulent flowing
fluids, having a Reynolds number above about 4000, and are
therefore inapplicable to determining relatively low veloci-
ties and low flow rates of fluids flowing through a passage.
[0013] References [1, 11-13] contain recent exemplary
teachings of main category (b)-transit time correlation, cross-
correlation, or tag flow, techniques, for determining flow
parameters of a fluid flowing through a passage.

(c) Sound Doppler Velocimetry, or Doppler Flow, Techniques

[0014] These techniques are based on measuring and deter-
mining flow parameters (velocity, flow rate) of a fluid flowing
through a passage (channel, conduit, or duct), by measuring
ultrasound waves propagating in the flowing fluid that are
reflected (not scattered), thereby being (Doppler) frequency
shifted, by internally existing or/and externally provided
(seeded) substances (e.g., particles, droplets, or/and gas
bubbles) moving in the flowing fluid, or/and, by internally
existing or/and externally caused flow fluctuations arising
dueto (velocity, pressure, thermal, concentration, or/and den-
sity) inhomogeneities or gradients, or/and turbulence, mov-
ing in the flowing fluid, along the flow path between upstream
and downstream directions of the passage.
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[0015] More specifically, in these techniques, in general,
typically, a transducer transmits ultrasound waves, at a non-
normal or skewed angle relative to the direction of flow, into
the flowing fluid, which are then reflected and detected by a
transducer. The frequency of a reflected ultrasound wave is
(Doppler) shifted relative to the frequency of the initially
transmitted ultrasound wave. The (Doppler) frequency shift is
proportional to the velocity of the reflecting substance mov-
ing in the flowing fluid, and thus proportional to the velocity
of the flowing fluid, which is then used for calculating the
flow rate of the flowing fluid. Sound Doppler velocimetry, or
Doppler flow, techniques, typically include use of fast Fourier
transform (FFT or fft) spectral analysis for filtering out non-
flow related frequency shift noise (e.g., low frequency
mechanical vibrations, or/and, high frequency electromag-
netic radiation interference) from the detected (Doppler) fre-
quency shifts of the reflected ultrasound waves.

[0016] Among the main limitations of these (strictly) Dop-
pler techniques are that they (i) ordinarily require scattering
objects (e.g., particles, droplets, or/and gas bubbles) in the
flow, (i1) acquire the back scattering signal that is generally
weaker than the forward scattering signal, (iii) are usually
limited in accuracy, and (iv) by theory and definition, such
(strictly) Doppler shift techniques (which are different from
‘transverse’ Doppler techniques based on spectral broaden-
ing, in which the ultrasound beams are focused at a certain
point in the flow and the frequency broadening is detected
instead of the Doppler shift, as discussed immediately fol-
lowing), are totally inapplicable to transmitting, receiving,
and measuring, ultrasound waves propagating in the direction
normal or perpendicular to the main or net flow direction of
the flowing fluid.

[0017] References [1, 14-19] contain recent exemplary
teachings of main category (c)-sound Doppler velocimetry, or
Doppler flow, techniques, for determining flow parameters of
a fluid flowing through a passage.

[0018] In addition to the preceding summarized (strictly)
Doppler techniques, as indicated, relatedly, there are also
‘transverse’ Doppler techniques based on modulation of the
ultrasound beam intensity. In such techniques, there is spatial
variation of the ultrasound intensity (for example, in a
focused ultrasound beam), such that the ultrasound beam
which is backscattered from moving objects may change its
spectrum following a change in the velocity of the moving
objects. When a moving object passes over a modulated ultra-
sound beam, the backscattering intensity reflects the ultra-
sound beam intensity at the specific location of the moving
object. If the backscattering signal is acquired from one mov-
ing object at a time (which usually requires a focused ultra-
sound beam), then theory predicts a spectral broadening of
the backscattering signal that is proportional to the transverse
motion of the object. Ifthe ultrasound beam has a focal length
F and a wavelength A, and the moving object has a diameter
W, and a velocity v at a direction 6 relative to the direction of
the ultrasound beam, then the detected frequency bandwidth,
B, is calculated from the following equation:

B id inf
= XFVSHI

Strictly at 8=90°, there is no way to infer about the direction
of the motion ofthe moving object, since the signal reveals no
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Doppler shift at all. However, the magnitude of the velocity
can be obtained by using the above equation.

[0019] Among the main limitations of ‘transverse’ Doppler
techniques are that (i) the lateral dimension of the sampling
volume must be very small, since a gradient in the flow
velocity at the lateral direction introduces an artefactual con-
tribution to the measurement, (ii) there is no distinguishing
between left-right and right-left motion at 6=90° (as dis-
cussed above), (iii) there are sources of spectrum broadening
other than the motion of the scattering object and the geom-
etry of the ultrasound beam, which introduce inaccuracies to
the measurements, (iv) there must be scattering objects in the
fluid in order to obtain a backscattering signal, and the scat-
tering objects must be spherical, otherwise additional error is
introduced to the measurements, and (v) making measure-
ments is problematic in a time dependent flow, such as blood
flow.

[0020] References [24 and 25] contain recent exemplary
teachings of ‘transverse’ Dopplertechniques, for determining
flow parameters of a fluid flowing through a passage.

Ultrasound Wave Scattering with Far-Field Analysis Based
on Huygens’ Principle: The Near-Field/Far-Field Transfor-
mation Technique

[0021] Inthe field(s) encompassing or/and relating to ultra-
sonically determining flow parameters of a fluid flowing
through a passage (channel, conduit, or duct), separate from
the preceding described three main categories of well estab-
lished and practiced techniques, recently [20, 21], the inven-
tors of the present invention developed a new technique,
herein, referred to as the technique of ‘Ultrasound wave scat-
tering with far-field analysis based on Huygens’ Principle’, or
more briefly, as the ‘Near-field/Far-field’ transformation tech-
nique, for studying ultrasound waves scattered by a laminar
[20] or turbulent [21] fluid flowing through a passage.

[0022] Therein, as described by the present inventors, this
technique is based on measuring near-field ultrasound waves
(i.e., ultrasound waves in a region or zone near or close to the
source of the ultrasound waves) propagating in a flowing
fluid, followed by using a mathematical description of Huy-
gens’ Principle for evaluating and analyzing various flow
parameters of the flowing fluid. The technique is based on
analyzing the effect of scattering ultrasound waves by cou-
pling of the scattered ultrasound waves with the flowing fluid,
particularly involving ultrasound wave scattering induced by
a component of the flow velocity and velocity gradient of the
flowing fluid along the direction of the transmitted ultrasound
waves. The technique further provides information on the
flow energy spatial spectrum, the temporal spectrum of the
square of vorticity, and a velocity profile in a specific case of
axial-symmetric flow (vortex), of the flowing fluid.

[0023] Additionally, therein, as described by the present
inventors, the mathematical description of Huygens’ Prin-
ciple is used for evaluating and analyzing the scattered ultra-
sound waves in the far-field (i.e., beyond, or outside of, the
near-field region or zone) of the flowing fluid. The Near-field/
Far-field transformation technique basically corresponds to
‘transforming’, ‘projecting’, ‘extrapolating’, or ‘mapping’,
data and information (i.e., properties, characteristics, and
behavior) of ultrasound waves which are transmitted, scat-
tered, and detected, in the near-field region or zone, of a fluid
flowing in and through a passage, from the near-field region
or zone to the far-field region or zone, of the flowing fluid, and
using the transformed, projected, extrapolated, or mapped,
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data and information for evaluating and analyzing flow
parameters of the fluid flowing in and through the passage.

[0024] Inthe field of optics and propagation of electromag-
netic radiation, the well known Huygens’ Principle states that
any point on a wave front of light may be regarded as the
source of secondary waves and that the surface (envelope)
that is tangent to the secondary waves can be used to deter-
mine the future position of the wave front. Alternatively, and
equivalently, stated, the wave front of a propagating wave of
light at any instant conforms to the surface (envelope) of
spherical wavelets emanating from every point on the wave
front at the prior instant (with the understanding that the
wavelets have the same speed as the overall wave).

[0025] Regarding propagation of sound waves, and analy-
sis thereof, and as a basis of justifying the use of Huygens’
Principle (conventionally directed to optics and propagation
of electromagnetic radiation) for studying propagation and
scattering of ultrasound waves in flowing fluids, as stated by
the presentinventors [20], it has been shown [e.g., 22, 23] that
in the approximation of a plane sound wave propagating
through a velocity field with a continuous distribution of
vorticity in a finite scattering domain there is a linear relation
between the Fourier component of the scattering sound wave
amplitude and the spatial and temporal Fourier transform of
the vorticity component normal to the plane of the wave
propagation in a far-field limit. Based on the preceding, the
present inventors describe, and exemplify, application of a
mathematical description of Huygens’ Principle to near-field
measurements of ultrasound waves scattered by a fluid flow-
ing through a passage, for constructing a far-field scattering
wave function, in terms of a near-field scattering wave func-
tion, of the scattered ultrasound waves, which is then used for
evaluating and analyzing parameters of scattered ultrasound
waves it the far-field region or zone.

[0026] The present inventors’ Near-field/Far-field transfor-
mation technique was successfully applied to a laminar flow-
ing fluid [20] and to a turbulent flowing fluid [21], for evalu-
ating and analyzing the flow parameters (e.g.. flow energy
spatial spectrum, temporal spectrum of the square of vorticity,
and velocity profile of a single vortex) thereof. Therein, as
illustratively described by the present inventors, for obtaining
near-field measurements of ultrasound waves scattered by the
flowing fluid, a highly coherent finite width (pulsating) beam
of ultrasound waves (sinusoidal, frequency in the range of
between 0.2 MHz and 7 MHz, and pulse duration of 18 ps)
was generated by a transducer type ultrasound wave emitter
(constructed from a composite piezoelectric material or other
appropriate material), and the ultrasound wave pulses were
transmitted into, propagated through, and scattered by, the
fluid flowing inside the bounds of a hydrodynamic flow cell
having well defined geometrical dimensions and operating
parameters. Amplitude and phase of the scattered ultrasound
waves were detected by a linear detector array of 62 or 64
separate, but closely spaced apart, simultaneously and syn-
chronously operative ultrasound wave detectors (facing
opposite, across from, and lying in the same plane as, the
ultrasound wave emitter), which were operative with two PC
data acquisition cards, 62 or 64 lock-in amplifiers, and a
corresponding number of pre-amplifiers, according to a het-
erodyne type scheme of data acquisition. Structure functions
of the velocity and vorticity fields deduced, via the Near-field/
Far-field transformation technique, from the detected scat-
tered ultrasound waves, were found to closely agree with
those empirically obtained from particle image velocimetry
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(PTV) measurements (using a 1 Mb CCD camera, 15 mJ pulse
IR laser, and seeded particle markers) simultaneously made
on the same hydrodynamic system.

[0027] The present inventors’ Near-field/Far-field transfor-
mation technique of ‘Ultrasound wave scattering with far-
field analysis based on Huygens’ Principle’ significantly dif-
fers from the preceding described three main categories of
well established and practiced techniques, by being based
exclusively on scattering (i.e., not reflection) phenomena,
encompassing the entire velocity field of scattered ultrasound
waves propagating in a measuring plane defined by, and
including, a same plane of the transmitting region or zone of
an ultrasound wave transmitter and the detecting region or
zone of an ultrasound wave detector array. Moreovet, in con-
trast to the preceding described techniques, this technique is
applicable to laminar or turbulent flowing fluids.

[0028] Itisnoted, however, that the present inventors’ Near-
field/Far-field transformation technique was initially devel-
oped primarily for evaluating and analyzing flow parameters
(velocity and vorticity fields) of a fluid flowing through a
passage, in the ‘same’ direction as that of the transmitted
ultrasound waves, in a measuring plane defined by, and
including, the transmitting region or zone of an ultrasound
wave transmitter and the detecting region or zone of an ultra-
sound wave detector array. Accordingly, the Near-field/Far-
field transformation technique, as initially developed, is lim-
ited by ordinarily being inapplicable for evaluating and
analyzing flow parameters of a flowing fluid, in the direction
‘normal or perpendicular’ to the direction of the transmitted
ultrasound waves, i.e., in the (longitudinal) direction of flow
of the flowing fluid, in a measuring plane defined by, and
including, the transmitting region or zone of an ultrasound
wave transmitter and the detecting region or zone of an ultra-
sound wave detector array, which is of significant current
interest in a wide variety of fluid flow applications.

[0029] Moreover, the present inventors’ Near-field/Far-
field transformation technique was initially developed for
evaluating and analyzing flow parameters of a flowing fluid
outside of the Doppler frequency shift region or zone, i.e.,
without involving use of Doppler frequency shift information
and data. More specifically, the system defined by the flowing
fluid scattering the transmitted ultrasound waves was consid-
ered as being in a quasi-stationary state, by neglecting all
frequency shifts which were much smaller than the frequency
of ultrasound waves.

[0030] In spite of the above described extensive teachings
in the fields encompassing or/and relating to ultrasonically
determining flow parameters (such as velocity and flow rate)
of a fluid flowing through a passage (channel, conduit, or
duct), and in view of the above described various significant
limitations associated with such teachings, there is an on-
going need for developing and practicing improved or/and
new techniques for ultrasonically determining flow param-
eters of a fluid flowing through a passage.

[0031] There is thus a need for, and it would be highly
advantageous to have a method for ultrasonically determining
flow parameters (particularly, peak velocity, velocity distri-
bution, and flow rate) of a fluid (liquid or/and gas) flowing
through a passage, by using far-field analysis. Moreover,
there is a need for such an inventive method which is gener-
ally applicable for ultrasonically determining flow param-
eters of essentially any type or kind, and form, of fluid (liquid
or/and gas) flowing through essentially any type or kind, and
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size, of passage (channel, conduit, or duct) of essentially any
type orkind, and size (small scale, medium scale, large scale),
of process.

[0032] There is additional need for such an inventive
method which is generally applicable to a turbulent flowing
fluid or a laminar flowing fluid (i.e., characterized by ahigh or
low Reynolds number, respectively). There is also need for
such an inventive method which is generally implementable
by using various different types of equipment and hardware,
and associated software, which are known for ultrasonically
determining flow parameters of a flowing fluid. There is also
need for such an inventive method which is particularly
implementable by using ‘clamp-on’ types of equipment and
hardware, and associated software, which include an ultra-
sound wave transmitter and an ultrasound wave detector
array, clamped on, in an oppositely facing configuration, to
outer walls of a passage through which the fluid flows, and
which operate by transmitting and detecting, respectively,
ultrasound waves that propagate normal or perpendicular to
the main or net flow direction of the flowing fluid, and are
scattered by the flowing fluid.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0033] The present invention relates to a method for ultra-
sonically determining flow parameters of a fluid flowing
through a passage, by using far-field analysis. The present
invention is generally applicable for ultrasonically determin-
ing flow parameters (particularly, peak velocity, velocity dis-
tribution, and flow rate) of essentially any type or kind, and
form, of fluid (liquid or/and gas) flowing through essentially
any type or kind, and size, of passage (channel, conduit, or
duct) of essentially any type or kind, and size (small scale,
medium scale, large scale), of process.

[0034] Particular exemplary applications of the present
invention are a homogeneous or inhomogeneous, single
phase or multiple phase, particulate-free or particulate-con-
taining, liquid, such as water, an organic solvent, or a petro-
leum based liquid, flowing through a passage (e.g., pipe, tube)
of a medium or large scale process (e.g., a residential or
commercial clean water or waste water distribution process,
an industrial manufacturing process, or a petroleum based
liquid transfer process), or, such as a biological liquid (e.g.,
blood, urine, water), flowing through a passage (e.g., vessel,
duct, organ) of a small scale biological (e.g., human or ani-
mal) process. The inventive method is generally applicable to
aturbulent flowing fluid or a laminar flowing fluid (i.e., char-
acterized by a high or low Reynolds number, respectively).
[0035] The inventive method is generally implementable
by using various different types of equipment and hardware,
and associated software, which are known for ultrasonically
determining flow parameters of a fluid flowing through a
passage. The inventive method is particularly implementable
by using ‘clamp-on’ types of equipment and hardware, and
associated software, which include an ultrasound wave trans-
mitter and an ultrasound wave detector array, clamped on, in
an oppositely facing configuration, to outer walls of a passage
through which the fluid flows, and which operate by trans-
mitting and detecting, respectively, ultrasound waves that
propagate normal or perpendicular to the main or net flow
direction of the flowing fluid, and are scattered by the flowing
fluid.

[0036] Thus, according to the present invention, there is
provided a method for ultrasonically determining flow
parameters of a fluid flowing through a passage, by using
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far-field analysis, the method comprising: (a) acquiring near-
field amplitude and phase change values of ultrasound waves
transmitted into, propagating through, and scattered by, the
flowing fluid; (b) determining a far-field scattering amplitude
distribution, as a two-dimensional function of scattering
angle and Doppler frequency shift, from the acquired near-
field amplitude and phase change values; and (¢) determining
the flow parameters of the flowing fluid, from the far-field
scattering amplitude distribution.

[0037] According to further characteristics in preferred
embodiments of the invention described below, the near-field
amplitude and phase change values are acquired for a mea-
suring plane defined by, and including, a same plane of a
transmitting region or zone of an ultrasound wave transmitter
device and a detecting region or zone of an ultrasound wave
detector array device, wherein direction of the transmitted
ultrasound waves is normal or perpendicular to main or net
direction of flow of the flowing fluid.

[0038] According to further characteristics in preferred
embodiments of the invention described below, the near-field
amplitude and phase change values are acquired in a near-
field region or zone characterized and defined by a near-field
distance extending or spanning from (i) a position or location
of a scatterer located within a scattering region or zone of the
flowing fluid subjected to, and scattering, the ultrasound
waves transmitted into, and propagating through, the flowing
fluid by an ultrasound wave transmitter device, until (ii) a
position or location of a detecting region or zone of an ultra-
sound wave detector array device detecting the scattered
ultrasound waves.

[0039] According to further characteristics in preferred
embodiments of the invention described below, the near-field
region or zone is characterized and defined by relation or
condition: b,=d*2h, wherein the parameter b, is the near-
field distance, the parameter d is smaller length of either (i)
length of transmitting region or zone of the ultrasound wave
transmitter device or (ii) length of the detecting region or zone
of the ultrasound wave detector array device, and the param-
eter A is wavelength of the transmitted or scattered ultrasound
waves.

[0040] According to further characteristics in preferred
embodiments of the invention described below, the scatterer
is a feature or characteristic of, or within, the flowing fluid
which scatters the transmitted ultrasonic waves propagating
through the flowing fluid, thereby causing a change in veloc-
ity of the transmitted ultrasonic waves compared to velocity
of the transmitted ultrasonic waves propagating through the
flowing fluid which are not scattered by the feature or char-
acteristic.

[0041] According to further characteristics in preferred
embodiments of the invention described below, the feature or
characteristic is an internally existing, or/and externally
caused, flow fluctuation arising due to a velocity, pressure,
thermal, concentration, or/and density inhomogeneity or gra-
dient, or/and turbulence, moving in the flowing fluid.

[0042] According to further characteristics in preferred
embodiments of the invention described below, the feature or
characteristic is an internally existing, or/and externally pro-
vided, substance moving in the flowing fluid.

[0043] According to further characteristics in preferred
embodiments of the invention described below, the ultra-
sound waves are in a form of a pulsed beam.
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[0044] According to further characteristics in preferred
embodiments of the invention described below, the pulsed
beam has a pulse duration in a range of between about 1 cycle
and about 1000 cycles.

[0045] According to further characteristics in preferred
embodiments of the invention described below, the ultra-
sound waves have a frequency in a range of between about
20,000 cycles per second (20 kHz or 0.02 MHz) and about
20,000,000 cycles per second (20,000 kHz or 20 MHz).
[0046] According to further characteristics in preferred
embodiments of the invention described below, the ultra-
sound waves have a frequency in a range of between about
100,000 cycles per second (100 kHz or 0.1 MHz) and about
7,000.000 cycles per second (7,000 kHz or 7 MHz).

[0047] According to further characteristics in preferred
embodiments of the invention described below, the transmit-
ted ultrasound waves are transmitted into the flowing fluid by
a clamp-on type of ultrasound wave transmitter assembly,
clamped onto an outside surface of the passage in a configu-
ration such that the transmitted ultrasound waves are trans-
mitted into the flowing fluid in a direction normal or perpen-
dicular to main or net flow direction of the flowing fluid.
[0048] According to further characteristics in preferred
embodiments of the invention described below, the ultra-
sound waves are detected by a clamp-on type of ultrasound
wave detector array assembly, clamped onto an outside sur-
face of the passage in a configuration such that the detected
ultrasound waves are detected in a direction normal or per-
pendicular to main or net flow direction of the flowing fluid.
[0049] According to further characteristics in preferred
embodiments of the invention described below, the ultra-
sound waves are detected by a clamp-on type of ultrasound
wave detector array assembly, clamped onto an outside sur-
face of the passage in a configuration oppositely facing, and
aligned with, an ultrasound wave transmitter assembly, in a
measuring plane defined by, and including, a transmitting
region or zone of the ultrasound wave transmitter assembly
and a detecting region or zone of the ultrasound wave detector
array assembly.

[0050] According to further characteristics in preferred
embodiments of the invention described below, the ultra-
sound waves are detected by an ultrasound wave detector
array assembly including a linear array of at least six sepa-
rated, linearly closely spaced apart, and positioned along a
same axis, simultaneously and synchronously operative,
transducer type ultrasound wave detectors/receivers.

[0051] According to further characteristics in preferred
embodiments of the invention described below, the near-field
amplitude and phase change values are acquired according to
a heterodyne type scheme of data acquisition, or a direct
analog to digital conversion type scheme of data acquisition.
[0052] According to further characteristics in preferred
embodiments of the invention described below, the far-field
scattering amplitude distribution is determined for a measur-
ing plane defined by, and including, a same plane of a trans-
mitting region or zone of an ultrasound wave transmitter
device and a detecting region or zone of an ultrasound wave
detector array device, wherein direction of the transmitted
ultrasound waves is normal or perpendicular to main or net
direction of flow of the flowing fluid.

[0053] According to further characteristics in preferred
embodiments of the invention described below, the far-field
scattering amplitude distribution is determined in a far-field
region or zone characterized and defined by a far-field dis-
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tance extending or spanning from (i) a position or location of
a scatterer located within a scattering region or zone of the
flowing fluid subjected to, and scattering, the ultrasound
waves transmitted into, and propagating through, the flowing
fluid by an ultrasound wave transmitter device, until (ii) a
position or location located at or beyond a detecting region or
zone of an ultrasound wave detector array device detecting
the scattered ultrasound waves.

[0054] According to further characteristics in preferred
embodiments of the invention described below, the far-field
region or zone is characterized and defined by relation or
condition: b>>dt¥2), wherein the parameter b is the
far-field distance, the parameter d is smaller length of either
(1) length of transmitting region or zone of the ultrasound
wave transmitter device or (ii) length of the detecting region
or zone of the ultrasound wave detector array device, and the
parameter A is wavelength of the transmitted or scattered
ultrasound waves.

[0055] According to further characteristics in preferred
embodiments of the invention described below, the far-field
scattering amplitude distribution is determined for a far-field
virtual propagation of the ultrasound waves transmitted into,
propagating through, and scattered by, the flowing fluid,
being represented by far-field virtual transmitted ultrasound
waves, and far-field virtual scattered ultrasound waves, vir-
tually propagating in a direction of a far-field virtual position
or location located at a far-field virtual distance, at or beyond
a detecting region or zone of an ultrasound wave detector
array assembly detecting the scattered ultrasound waves.
[0056] According to further characteristics in preferred
embodiments of the invention described below, step (b)
includes transforming, projecting, extrapolating, or mapping,
the acquired near-field amplitude and phase change values
from a near-field region or zone to a far-field region or zone,
of the flowing fluid.

[0057] According to further characteristics in preferred
embodiments of the invention described below, step (b) is
performed according to either a first case, based on using the
acquired near-field amplitude and phase change values
expressed in terms of time series in a time domain, or, a
second case, based on using the acquired near-field amplitude
and phase change values expressed in terms of frequency
components in a frequency domain, wherein the first case and
the second case differ according to order of using a Fourier
transform procedure.

[0058] According to further characteristics in preferred
embodiments of the invention described below, step (b)
includes constructing a far-field scattering wave function in
terms of a near-field scattering wave function, from the
acquired near-field amplitude and phase change values.
[0059] According to further characteristics in preferred
embodiments of the invention described below, the far-field
scattering wave function is constructed according to a first
case, for any given instant of time, in terms of a time domain,
or, according to a second case, for any given frequency com-
ponent, in terms of a frequency domain.

[0060] According to further characteristics in preferred
embodiments of the invention described below, the far-field
scattering wave function is based on application of a math-
ematical description of Huygens’ Principle of optics to the
acquired near-field amplitude and phase change values.
[0061] According to further characteristics in preferred
embodiments of the invention described below, step (b) is
based on, and includes, using the acquired near-field ampli-
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tude and phase change values expressed in terms of time
series in a time domain, for constructing a far-field scattering
wave function in terms of the time domain, which is then
transformed, via using a Fourier transform procedure, from
the time domain to a frequency domain.

[0062] According to further characteristics in preferred
embodiments of the invention described below, normal or
absolute values of the far-field scattering wave function are
taken for obtaining the far-field scattering amplitude distri-
bution.

[0063] According to further characteristics in preferred
embodiments of the invention described below, step (b) is
based on, and includes, transforming, via using a Fourier
transform procedure, the acquired near-field amplitude and
phase change values expressed in terms of time series in a
time domain, from the time domain to a frequency domain,
and using the acquired near-field amplitude and phase change
values expressed in terms of the frequency domain, for con-
structing a far-field scattering wave function in terms of the
frequency domain.

[0064] According to further characteristics in preferred
embodiments of the invention described below, in step (c), the
flow parameters are peak velocity, velocity distribution, and
flow rate, of the flowing fluid.

[0065] According to further characteristics in preferred
embodiments of the invention described below, step (c)
includes determining a peak velocity of the flowing fluid,
being value of the velocity of the flowing fluid corresponding
to a peak magnitude in the distribution function of velocity
component of the flowing fluid which is normal or perpen-
dicular to direction of the transmitted ultrasound waves.
[0066] According to further characteristics in preferred
embodiments of the invention described below, the peak
velocity is defined by, and determined from, an equation
including a term for a partial derivative of the Doppler fre-
quency shift with respect to the scattering angle, and a term
for wavenumber of the transmitted ultrasound waves, corre-
sponding to a slope, in terms of an axis of the Doppler fre-
quency shift, with respect to an axis of the scattering angle, of
a best fitting line of a crest, or crest-like, shape or form, in a
graphical plot of the far-field scattering amplitude distribu-
tion two-dimensional function.

[0067] According to further characteristics in preferred
embodiments of the invention described below, the peak
velocity is defined by, and determined from, an equation of
form:

Vpeartk—(21/%0) (BA196) |ores

wherein the term (3Af/20)l,,,, is a partial derivative of the
Doppler frequency shift, Af, with respect to the scattering
angle, 6, the term k, is wavenumber of the transmitted ultra-
sound waves, and the term 7 is symbol for pi, being math-
ematical constant number, 3.14, wherein the equation corre-
sponds to a slope, in terms of axis of the Doppler frequency
shift, Af, with respect to axis of the scattering angle, 8, of a
best fitting line of a crest, or crest-like, shape or form, in a
graphical plot of the far-field scattering amplitude distribu-
tion two-dimensional function.

[0068] According to further characteristics in preferred
embodiments of the invention described below, the equation
corresponds to direction of the crest, or crest-like, shape or
form, which is visually observable in the graphical plot of the
far-field scattering amplitude distribution two-dimensional
function.
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[0069] According to further characteristics in preferred
embodiments of the invention described below, the peak
velocity is used for determining a velocity distribution of the
flowing fluid.

[0070] According to further characteristics in preferred
embodiments of the invention described below, the velocity
distribution is determined in terms of a probability distribu-
tion function of the velocity component of the flowing fluid
which is normal or perpendicular to direction of the transmit-
ted ultrasound waves.

[0071] According to further characteristics in preferred
embodiments of the invention described below, the crest, or
crest-like, shape or form, in the graphical plot of the far-field
scattering amplitude distribution is used for determining a
velocity distribution of the flowing fluid.

[0072] According to further characteristics in preferred
embodiments of the invention described below, the peak
velocity and the probability distribution function are used for
determining a flow rate of the flowing fluid.

[0073] According to further characteristics in preferred
embodiments of the invention described below, the flow rate
of the flowing fluid is determined in terms of (i) the peak
velocity, (ii) the probability distribution function, (iii) value
of cross-sectional area of the passage through which flows the
fluid, and (iv) a statistical geometrical factor representing a
function of geometrical characteristics and parameters relat-
ing to the flowing fluid, the passage, transmission of the
ultrasound waves into the flowing fluid, and measurement of
the scattered ultrasound waves.

[0074] According to further characteristics in preferred
embodiments of the invention described below, the fluid is of
a type or kind selected from the group consisting of a liquid,
a gas, and any combination thereof.

[0075] According to further characteristics in preferred
embodiments of the invention described below, the fluid is of
a type or kind selected from the group consisting of a pure
liquid, a solution of at least two miscible liquids, a mixture of
at least two immiscible liquids, a pure gas, a mixture of at least
two pure gases, and any combination thereof.

[0076] According to further characteristics in preferred
embodiments of the invention described below, the fluid is of
a form selected from the group consisting of homogeneous,
inhomogeneous, single phase, multiple phase, particulate-
free, particulate-containing, and any combination thereof.
[0077] According to further characteristics in preferred
embodiments of the invention described below, the fluid is a
turbulent flowing fluid or a laminar flowing fluid, character-
ized by a high or low Reynolds number, respectively.

[0078] According to further characteristics in preferred
embodiments of the invention described below, the passage is
atype, kind, or form, of channel, conduit, or duct, through and
along which the flowing fluid passes or moves.

[0079] According to further characteristics in preferred
embodiments of the invention described below, the passage is
a pipe or tube through and along which the flowing fluid
passes or moves.

[0080] According to further characteristics in preferred
embodiments of the invention described below, the passage is
a vessel, duct, or organ, of a small scale biological process,
and the fluid is a biological liquid.

[0081] The present invention is implemented by perform-
ing procedures, steps, and sub-steps, in a manner selected
from the group consisting of manually, semi-automatically,
fully automatically, and a combination thereof, involving use
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and operation of system units, system sub-units, devices,
assemblies, sub-assemblies, mechanisms, structures. compo-
nents, and elements, and, peripheral equipment, utilities,
accessories, and materials, in a manner selected from the
group consisting of manually, semi-automatically, fully auto-
matically, and a combination thereof. Moreover, according to
actual procedures, steps, sub-steps, system units, system sub-
units, devices, assemblies, sub-assemblies, mechanisms,
structures, components, and elements, and, peripheral equip-
ment, utilities, accessories, and materials, used for imple-
menting a particular embodiment of the disclosed invention,
the procedures, steps, and sub-steps, are performed by using
hardware, software, or/and an integrated combination
thereof, and the system units, sub-units, devices, assemblies,
sub-assemblies, mechanisms, structures, components, and
elements, and, peripheral equipment, utilities, accessories,
and materials, operate by using hardware, software, or/and an
integrated combination thereof.

[0082] In particular, software used for implementing the
present invention includes operatively connected and func-
tioning written or printed data, in the form of software pro-
grams, software routines, software sub-routines, software
symbolic languages, software code, software instructions or
protocols, software algorithms, or/and a combination thereof.
In particular, hardware used for implementing the present
invention includes operatively connected and functioning
electrical, electronic or/and electromechanical system units,
sub-units, devices, assemblies, sub-assemblies, mechanisms,
structures, components, and elements, and, peripheral equip-
ment, utilities, accessories, and materials, which may include
one or more computer chips, integrated circuits, electronic
circuits, electronic sub-circuits, hard-wired electrical cit-
cuits, or/and combinations thereof, involving digital or/and
analog operations. Accordingly, the present invention is
implemented by using an integrated combination of the just
described software and hardware.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0083] Thepresent invention is herein described, by way of
example only, with reference to the accompanying drawings.
With specific reference now to the drawings in detail, it is
stressed that the particulars shown are by way of example and
for purposes of illustrative description of the preferred
embodiments of the present invention only, and are presented
in the cause of providing what is believed to be the most
useful and readily understood description of the principles
and conceptual aspects of the present invention. In this regard,
no attempt is made to show structural details of the present
invention in more detail than is necessary for a fundamental
understanding of the invention, the description taken with the
drawings making apparent to those skilled in the art how the
several forms of the invention may be embodied in practice.
In the drawings:

[0084] FIG. 1is a (block type) flow diagram of the main
steps or procedures of a preferred embodiment of the method
for ultrasonically determining flow parameters of a fluid
flowing through a passage, by using far-field analysis, in
accordance with the present invention;

[0085] FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram illustrating an exem-
plary generalized preferred embodiment of a clamp-on sys-
tem used for implementing the method of the present inven-
tion, in accordance with the present invention;

[0086] FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram illustrating an exem-
plary embodiment of the main characteristics and parameters
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of far-field ‘virtual propagation” of transmitted ultrasound
waves and scattered ultrasound waves, with respect to system
10 illustrated in FIG. 2, as relating to determining a far-field
scattering amplitude distribution, A(8, Af), as a two-dimen-
sional function of the scattering angle, 6, and Doppler fre-
quency shift, Af, from near-field amplitude and phase change
values of the transmitied ultrasound waves, in accordance
with the present invention;

[0087] FIGS. 4a and 4b are three-dimensional graphical
presentations of exemplary results of implementing the
method of the present invention, for ultrasonically determin-
ing flow parameters of a pure liquid water type of fluid flow-
ing through a silicon rubber pipe type of passage, in accor-
dance with Example 1 of the present invention; and

[0088] FIGS. 5a and 5b are graphical presentations of
exemplary results of implementing the method of the present
invention, for ultrasonically determining flow parameters of
tap water type of fluid flowing through a painted steel pipe
type of passage, in accordance with Example 2 of the present
invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

[0089] The present invention relates to a method for ultra-
sonically determining flow parameters of a fluid flowing
through a passage, by using far-field analysis. The present
invention is generally applicable for ultrasonically determin-
ing flow parameters (particularly, peak velocity, velocity dis-
tribution, and flow rate) of essentially any type or kind, and
form, of fluid (liquid or/and gas) flowing through essentially
any type or kind, and size, of passage (channel, conduit, or
duct) of essentially any type or kind, and size (small scale,
medium scale, large scale), of process.

[0090] The method for vultrasonically determining flow
parameters of a fluid flowing through a passage, by using
far-field analysis, includes the following main steps or pro-
cedures: (a) acquiring near-field amplitude and phase change
values of ultrasound waves transmitted into, propagating
through, and scattered by, the flowing fluid; (b) determining a
far-field scattering amplitude distribution, as a two-dimen-
sional function of scattering angle and Doppler frequency
shift, from the acquired near-field amplitude and phase
change values; and (¢) determining the flow parameters of the
flowing fluid, from the far-field scattering amplitude distribu-
tion.

[0091] Particular exemplary applications of the present
invention are a homogeneous or inhomogeneous, single
phase or multiple phase, particulate-free or particulate-con-
taining, liquid, such as water, an organic solvent, or a petro-
leum based liquid, flowing through a passage (e.g., pipe, tube)
of a medium or large scale process (e.g., a residential or
commercial clean water or waste water distribution process,
an industrial manufacturing process, or a petroleum based
liquid transfer process), or, such as a biological liquid (e.g.,
blood, urine, water), flowing through a passage (e.g., vessel,
duct, organ) of a small scale biological (e.g., human or ani-
mal) process. The inventive method is generally applicable to
a turbulent flowing fluid or a laminar flowing fluid (i.e., char-
acterized by a high or low Reynolds number, respectively).
[0092] The inventive method is generally implementable
by using various different types of equipment and hardware,
and associated software, which are known for ultrasonically
determining flow parameters of a fluid flowing through a
passage. The inventive method is particularly implementable
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by using ‘clamp-on’ types of equipment and hardware, and
associated software, which include an ultrasound wave trans-
mitter and an ultrasound wave detector array, clamped on, in
an oppositely facing configuration, to outer walls of a passage
through which the fluid flows, and which operate by trans-
mitting and detecting, respectively, ultrasound waves that
propagate normal or perpendicular to the main or net flow
direction of the flowing fluid, and are scattered by the flowing
fluid.

[0093] The method for ultrasonically determining flow
parameters of a fluid flowing through a passage (channel,
conduit, or duct), by using far-field analysis, of the present
invention, is based on using, and further extending, in a new
and non-obvious manner, the inventors’ initially developed
‘Near-field/Far-field’ transformation technique of evaluating
and analyzing velocity and vorticity fields in spatial and tem-
poral domains of a laminar or turbulent flowing fluid, as
summarized hereinabove in the Background section. Specifi-
cally, the present inventors’ initially developed ‘Near-field/
Far-field” transformation technique is further extended, and
used herein as part of implementing the present invention, for
evaluating and analyzing flow parameters of a fluid flowing
through a passage, in the direction ‘normal or perpendicular’
to the direction of the transmitted ultrasound waves, i.e., in
the (longitudinal) direction of flow of the flowing fluid, in a
measuring plane defined by, and including, the transmitting
region or zone of an ultrasound wave transmitter and the
detecting region or zone of an ultrasound wave detector array,
which is of significant current interest in a wide variety of
different fluid flow applications.

[0094] A main aspect of novelty and inventiveness of the
method of the present invention, in view of relevant prior art
teachings, relates to sequentially combined performance of
main steps or procedures (b) and (c). Namely, determining a
far-field scattering amplitude distribution, as a two-dimen-
sional function of scattering angle and Doppler frequency
shift, from the acquired (measured) near-field amplitude and
phase change values, followed by using the far-field scatter-
ing amplitude distribution for determining flow parameters
(particularly, peak velocity, velocity distribution, and flow
rate) of the flowing fluid.

[0095] As illustratively described hereinbelow, in accor-
dance with the present invention, subsequent to transmission
of ultrasound waves into the flowing fluid, the transmitted
ultrasound waves formed therefrom, propagate through the
flowing fluid in the direction normal or perpendicular to the
main or net flow direction of the flowing fluid, and therefore,
propagate through the flowing fluid in the direction normal or
perpendicular to a longitudinal axis of the passage. Scattering
of the transmitted ultrasound waves by the flowing fluid, in
the form of scattered ultrasound waves, occurs within the
flowing fluid which has a velocity component along the same
direction of (the beam of) the transmitted ultrasound waves
(i.e., normal or perpendicular to a longitudinal axis of the
passage), and exit through a wall of the passage, and are
detected by an ultrasound wave detector array assembly.
[0096] By performing Step (b) ofthe method of the present,
the present inventors’ initially developed ‘Near-field/Far-
field” transformation technique [20, 21] is further extended,
and used herein, in a novel and inventive way, as part of
implementing the present invention, for constructing the far-
field scattering wave function as a two-dimensional function
of scattering angle, and Doppler frequency shift (according to
a first case, for any given instant of time, in terms of the time
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domain, or, alternatively, according to a second case, for any
given frequency component, in terms of the frequency
domain), from the near-field amplitude and phase change
values acquired in Step (a). Step (b) ultimately results in
determination of the far-field scattering amplitude distribu-
tion, as a two-dimensional function of the scattering angle,
and Doppler frequency shift.

[0097] The far-field scattering amplitude distribution,
determined in Step (b), is used for performing Step (c), for
determining flow parameters (particularly, peak velocity,
velocity distribution, and flow rate) of the flowing fluid, in the
direction normal or perpendicular to the direction of the trans-
mitted ultrasound waves, i.e., in a longitudinal direction of
flow of the flowing fluid, in a measuring plane defined by, and
including, the transmitting region or zone of an ultrasound
wave transmitter device and the detecting region or zone of an
ultrasound wave detector array device, which is of significant
current interest in a wide variety of different fluid flow appli-
cations.

[0098] In addition to the present inventors’ justification for
initially developing, and applying, the Near-field/Far-field
transformation technique [20, 21], a main limitation associ-
ated with prior art techniques for detecting scattering of ultra-
sound waves which are transmitted and scattered in the near-
field region or zone of a fluid flowing in and through a
passage, is that the amplitude of the scattered ultrasound
waves attenuates (i.e., decreases) as a function of increasing
scattering angle. Such amplitude is typically hidden or ‘bur-
ied’” within the amplitude of (the beam of) the transmitted
ultrasound waves propagating through, and scattered by, the
flowing fluid.

[0099] Only in the far-field region or zone, of the flowing
fluid, is the amplitude of the far-field (virtual) scattered ultra-
sound waves, as a function of increasing scattering angle,
separable from the amplitude of the far-field (virtual) trans-
mitted ultrasound waves, where such ultrasound waves (vir-
tually) propagate in the direction of a far-field (virtual) posi-
tion or location located at a far-field (virtual) distance, at or
beyond the detecting region or zone of an ultrasound wave
detector array device detecting the scattered ultrasound
waves.

[0100] Itistobeunderstood that the present invention is not
limited in its application to the details of the order or
sequence, and number, of steps or procedures, and sub-steps
or sub-procedures, of operation or implementation of the
method, or to the details of type, composition, construction,
arrangement, order, and number, of system units, system
sub-units, devices, assemblies, sub-assemblies, mechanisms,
structures, components, elements, and configurations, and,
peripheral equipment, utilities, accessories, and materials,
used for implementing the present invention, set forth in the
following illustrative description, accompanying drawings,
and examples, unless otherwise specifically stated herein.
Accordingly, the present invention is capable of other
embodiments and of being practiced or carried out in various
ways. Although steps or procedures, sub-steps or sub-proce-
dures, and system units, system sub-units, devices, assem-
blies, sub-assemblies, mechanisms, structures, components,
elements, and configurations, and, peripheral equipment,
utilities, accessories, chemical reagents, and materials, which
are equivalent or similar to those illustratively described
herein can be used for practicing or testing the present inven-
tion, suitable steps or procedures, sub-steps or sub-proce-
dures, and system units, system sub-units, devices, assem-
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blies, sub-assemblies, mechanisms, structures, components,
elements, and configurations, and, peripheral equipment,
utilities, accessories, and materials, are illustratively
described and exemplified herein.

[0101] It is also to be understood that all technical and
scientific words, terms, or/and phrases, used herein through-
out the present disclosure have either the identical or similar
meaning as commonly understood by one of ordinary skill in
the art to which this invention belongs, unless otherwise
specifically defined or stated herein. Phraseology, terminol-
ogy, and, notation, employed herein throughout the present
disclosure are for the purpose of description and should not be
regarded as limiting.

[0102] For example, the phrase ‘ultrasound waves’ is used
throughout the present disclosure. It is to be fully understood
that the phrase ‘ultrasonic waves’ is entirely synonymous, and
equivalent, thereto. Additionally, for example, herein, in the
context of the field and art of the present invention, the fol-
lowing selected terminology is applicable for illustratively
describing the present invention. The term ‘passage’ genet-
ally and equivalently refers to a type, kind, or form, of chan-
nel, conduit, or duct, through and along which a flowing fluid
may pass or move. The term ‘channel” generally and equiva-
lently refers to a passage (as defined hereinabove) or a course
through and along which a flowing fluid may pass or move.
The term ‘conduit’ generally and equivalently refers to a
channel (as defined hereinabove) through and along which a
flowing fluid may pass or move. The term ‘duct’ generally and
equivalently refers to a passage (as defined hereinabove),
being tubular, or a channel (as defined hereinabove), being
tubular, through and along which a flowing fluid may pass or
move.

[0103] In general, such a passage (channel, conduit, or
duct) of a flowing fluid may have walls which are fully closed,
or at least partly closed (at least partly opened). In general, the
cross section of a passage (channel, conduit, or duct) of a
flowing fluid may be of essentially any geometrical shape or
configuration, for example, tubular (i.e., cylindrical), rectan-
gular, triangular, or a combination thereof.

[0104] Theterm ‘path’ generally and equivalently refers to
the route or course along which a flowing fluid may pass or
move through and along a passage (channel, conduit, or duct)
(as defined hereinabove). In general, a flowing fluid moves
through and along a passage (channel, conduit, or duct) in a
directed manner, particularly in the direction along a longi-
tudinal axis of the passage (channel, conduit, or duct).
[0105] Ttis to be fully understood that, unless specifically
stated otherwise, the phrase ‘operatively connected’ is gener-
ally used herein, and equivalently refers to the corresponding
synonymous phrases ‘operatively joined’, and ‘operatively
attached’, where the operative connection, operative joint, or
operative attachment, is according to a physical, or/and elec-
trical, or/and electronic, or/fand mechanical, or/and electro-
mechanical, manner or nature, involving various types and
kinds of hardware or/and software equipment and compo-
nents. Moreover, all technical and scientific words, terms,
or/and phrases, introduced, defined, described, or/and exem-
plified, in the above Background section, are equally or simi-
larly applicable in the illustrative description of the preferred
embodiments, examples, and appended claims, of the present
invention. Additionally, as used herein, the term ‘about’ refers
to £10% of the associated value.

[0106] Steps or procedures, sub-steps or sub-procedures,
and, equipment and materials, system units, system sub-units,
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devices, assemblies, sub-assemblies, mechanisms, struc-
tures, components, elements, and configurations, and, periph-
eral equipment, utilities, accessories, and materials, as well as
operation and implementation, of exemplary preferred
embodiments, alternative preferred embodiments, specific
configurations, and, additional and optional aspects, charac-
teristics, or features, thereof, of a method for ultrasonically
determining flow parameters of a fluid flowing through a
passage, by using far-field analysis, according to the present
invention, are better understood with reference to the follow-
ing illustrative description and accompanying drawings.
Throughout the following illustrative description and accom-
panying drawings, same reference notation and terminology
(i.e., numbers, letters, or/and symbols), refer to same compo-
nents, elements, and parameters. In selected accompanying
drawings, a reference xyzcoordinate axis system is shown for
indicating x, y, and z, directions relative to the components,
elements, and parameters, drawn therein.

[0107] In the following illustrative description of the
method of the present invention, included are main or princi-
pal steps or procedures, and sub-steps or sub-procedures, and,
main or principal system units, system sub-units, devices,
assemblies, sub-assemblies, mechanisms, structures, compo-
nents, elements, and configurations, and, peripheral equip-
ment, utilities, accessories, and materials, needed for suffi-
ciently understanding proper ‘enabling’ utilization and
implementation of the disclosed invention. Accordingly,
description of various possible preliminary, intermediate,
minor, or/and optional, steps or procedures, or/and sub-steps
or sub-procedures, or/and, system units, system sub-units,
devices, assemblies, sub-assemblies, mechanisms, struc-
tures, components, elements, and configurations, and, periph-
eral equipment, utilities, accessories, and materials, of sec-
ondary importance with respect to enabling implementation
of the invention, which are readily known by one of ordinary
skill in the art, or/and which are available in the prior art and
technical literature relating to the fields of the present inven-
tion, are at most only briefly indicated herein.

[0108] Referring now to the drawings, FIG. 1 is a (block
type) flow diagram of the main steps or procedures of a
preferred embodiment of the method for ultrasonically deter-
mining flow parameters of a fluid flowing through a passage,
by using far-field analysis, of the present invention. In FIG. 1,
each generally applicable, main step or procedure of the
method of the present invention is enclosed inside a frame
(block). Phraseology, terminology, and, notation, appearing
in the following illustrative description are consistent with
those appearing in the flow diagram illustrated in FIG. 1.
[0109] According to a main aspect of the present invention,
as shown in FIG. 1, there is provision of a method for ultra-
sonically determining flow parameters of a fluid flowing
through a passage, by using far-field analysis, the method
including the following main steps or procedures: (a) acquit-
ing near-field amplitude and phase change values of ultra-
sound waves transmitted into, propagating through, and scat-
tered by, the flowing fluid; (b) determining a far-field
scattering amplitude distribution, as a two-dimensional func-
tion of scattering angle and Doppler frequency shift, from the
acquired near-field amplitude and phase change values; and
(c) determining the flow parameters of the flowing fluid, from
the far-field scattering amplitude distribution.

[0110] The method of the present invention is generally
applicable for ultrasonically determining flow parameters
(particularly, peak velocity, velocity distribution, and flow
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rate) of essentially any type or kind, and form, of fluid (liquid
or/and gas) flowing through essentially any type or kind, and
size, of passage (channel, conduit, or duct) of essentially any
type orkind, and size (small scale, medium scale, large scale),
of process. The inventive method is generally implementable
by using various different types of equipment and hardware,
and associated software, which are known for ultrasonically
determining flow parameters of a fluid flowing through a
passage. The inventive method is particularly implementable
by using ‘clamp-on’ types of equipment and hardware, and
associated software, which include an ultrasound wave trans-
mitter and an ultrasound wave detector array. clamped on, in
an oppositely facing configuration, to outer walls of a passage
through which the fluid flows, and which operate by trans-
mitting and detecting, respectively, ultrasound waves that
propagate normal or perpendicular to the main or net flow
direction of the flowing fluid, and are scattered by the flowing
fluid.

Generalized System Suitable for Determining Flow Param-
eters of a Flowing Fluid by Using Far-field Analysis

[0111] Immediately following is illustrative description of
an exemplary generalized preferred embodiment of a clamp-
on type of system, which is suitable for implementing the
method for ultrasonically determining flow parameters of a
flowing fluid by using far-field analysis, of the present inven-
tion (FIG. 1). Following hereafter is a further detailed illus-
trative description of the steps of the method of the present
invention.

[0112] FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram illustrating an exem-
plary generalized preferred embodiment of a clamp-on type
of system, herein, generally referred to as system 10, suitable
for implementing the method of the present invention (FIG.
1). In FIG. 2, a reference xyz coordinate axis system 5, is
shown for indicating x, y, and z, directions relative to the
components, elements, and parameters, drawn therein. As
shown in FIG. 2, a fluid 12 flows through a passage 14 which
has walls 164 and 165, and a (y-axis direction) longitudinal
axis L (in FIG. 2, indicated by the dashed line drawn length-
wise along the y-axis direction through fluid 12 and passage
14). Fluid 12 flows through passage 14 in an essentially single
direction (in FIG. 1, indicated by the double-tailed, single-
headed, arrows drawn immediately before and after fluid 12,
and coaxial with longitudinal axis [ of passage 14).

[0113] Fluid 12 is, in general, essentially any type or kind,
and form, of fluid. Exemplary types or kinds of fluid 12 are
selected from the group consisting of a liquid, a gas, and any
combination thereof. Additional exemplary types or kinds of
fluid 12 are selected from the group consisting of a pure
liquid, a solution of at least two miscible liquids, a mixture of
atleast two immiscible liquids, a pure gas, a mixture of at least
two pure gases, and any combination thereof. Exemplary
forms of fluid 12 are selected from the group consisting of
homogeneous, inhomogeneous, single phase, multiple phase,
particulate-free, particulate-containing, and any combination
thereof. Fluid 12 is either a turbulent flowing fluid or a lami-
nar flowing fluid, characterized by a high or low Reynolds
number, respectively.

[0114] Passage 14 is, in general, a type, kind, or form, of
channel, conduit, or duct, through and along which flowing
fluid 12 passes or moves. As a duct, passage 14 is tubular in
shape or form, through and along which flowing fluid 12
passes or moves. In general, passage (channel, conduit, or
duct) 14 of flowing fluid 12 has walls 16a and 165 which are
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fully closed, or at least partly closed (at least partly opened).
In general, the cross section of passage (channel, conduit, or
duct) 14 of flowing fluid 12 may be of essentially any geo-
metrical shape or configuration, for example, tubular (i.e.,
cylindrical), rectangular, triangular, or a combination thereof.
As indicated, flowing fluid 12 moves through and along pas-
sage (channel, conduit, or duct) 14 in a directed manner,
particularly in the main or net direction along, and coaxial
with, a longitudinal axis, for example, (y-axis direction) lon-
gitudinal axis L, of passage (channel, conduit, or duct) 14.
[0115] Particular exemplary applications of the method of
the present invention are wherein fluid 12 is a turbulent or
laminar, homogeneous or inhomogeneous, single phase or
multiple phase, particulate-free or particulate-containing, lig-
uid, such as water, an organic solvent, or a petroleum based
liquid, flowing through a pipe or tube type of passage 14 of a
medium or large scale process (e.g., a residential or commer-
cial clean water or waste water distribution process, an indus-
trial manufacturing process, or a petroleum based liquid
transfer process), or, such as a biological liquid (e.g., blood,
urine, water), flowing through a vessel, duct, or organ, type of
passage 14 of'a small scale biological (e.g., human or animal)
process.

[0116] As shown in FIG. 2, system 10, used for implement-
ing the method of the present invention, for ultrasonically
determining flow parameters of flowing fluid 12 by using
far-field analysis, includes the following main components:
an ultrasound wave transmitter assembly 18, a signal genera-
tor assembly 20, an ultrasound wave detector array assembly
22, a data acquisition assembly 24, and a central controlling
and processing unit 26.

[0117] Ultrasound wave transmitter assembly 18 is for
transmitting ultrasound waves, preferably, in the form of a
pulsed beam, into and through wall 16a of passage 14, and,
into flowing fluid 12, for forming (a pulsed beam of) trans-
mitted ultrasound waves, for example, transmitted ultrasound
waves 30,

[0118] Ultrasound wave transmitter assembly 18 is, prefer-
ably, a clamp-on type of ultrasound wave transmitter assem-
bly, which is clamped (using clamping, adhering, or/and
mounting, techniques well known in the art) onto the outside
surface of wall 16a of passage 14, in a configuration such that
ultrasound wave transmitter assembly 18 transmits (the
pulsed beam of) ultrasound waves into and through wall 16a
of passage 14, and, into flowing fluid 12, in the (x-axis)
direction normal or perpendicular to the main or net flow
(y-axis) direction of flowing fluid 12. Since flowing fluid 12
moves through and along passage 14 in a directed manner,
particularly in the main or net (y-axis) direction along, and
coaxial with, longitudinal axis L. of passage 14, therefore,
ultrasound wave transmitter assembly 18 transmits (the
pulsed beam of) ultrasound waves into and through wall 16a
of passage 14, and, into fluid 12, in the (x-axis) direction
normal or perpendicular to longitudinal axis L of passage 14,
for forming (a pulsed beam of) transmitted ultrasound waves,
for example, transmitted ultrasound waves 30.

[0119] Ultrasound wave transmitter assembly 18 is, prefer-
ably, suitable for transmitting (a pulsed beam of) ultrasound
waves having a frequency, preferably, in a range of between
about 20,000 cycles per second (20 kHz or 0.02 MHz) and
about 20,000,000 cycles per second (20,000 kHz or 20 MHz),
and more preferably, in a range of between about 100,000
cycles per second (100 kHz or 0.1 MHz) and about 7,000,000
cycles per second (7,000 kHz or 7 MHz). Preferably, ultra-
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sound wave transmitter assembly 18 transmits (the pulsed
beam of) ultrasound waves according to a sinusoidal pulse,
with a pulse duration in a range of, preferably, between about
1 cycle and about 1000 cycles, and more preferably, between
about 10 cycles and about 100 cycles. In terms of time units,
ultrasound wave transmitter assembly 18 transmits (the beam
of) ultrasound waves according to a sinusoidal pulse, with a
pulse duration in a range of between about 1 microsecond (us)
and about 1 millisecond (ms). The lower limit of the pulse
duration depends upon the frequency of the transmitted
(beam of) ultrasound waves, while the upper limit of the pulse
duration depends upon the maximum velocity of flowing fluid
12.

[0120] For functioning (operating) as described herein-
above, ultrasound wave transmitter assembly 18 includes, for
example, a transducer type ultrasound wave emitter, con-
structed, for example, from a piezoelectric material (e.g., a
piezoelectric ceramic based composite material, such as a
PZT (lead zirconate titanate) ceramic based composite mate-
rial), or other appropriate material exhibiting vibrating type
of transducer properties, characteristics, and behavior, suit-
able for emitting a pulsed beam of ultrasound waves. Such a
transducer type ultrasound wave emitter typically includes a
pair of electrodes for applying an electric voltage to the piezo-
electric material, whereby the electric voltage is converted
into a pulsed beam of ultrasound waves which is subsequently
transmitted into and through wall 16a of passage 14, and, into
flowing fluid 12, in the (x-axis) direction normal or perpen-
dicular to the main or net flow (y-axis) direction of flowing
fluid 12, for forming (a pulsed beam of) transmitted ultra-
sound waves, for example, transmitted ultrasound waves 30.
[0121] For the purpose of decreasing the difference in
impedance existing between the outer surface of the transmit-
ting region or zone of ultrasound wave transmitter assembly
18 and the outside surface of wall 16a of passage 14, and
therefore, for increasing the strength or intensity of the
(pulsed beam of) ultrasound waves transmitted into and
through wall 16a of passage 14, and, into flowing fluid 12,
optionally, a coupling material or substance (not shown in
FIG. 2), such as a petroleum based gel or cream, or even
water, is placed or applied between the outer surface of the
transmitting region or zone of ultrasound wave transmitter
assembly 18 and the outside surface of wall 16a of passage
14.

[0122] Signal generator assembly 20 is for generating a
signal having an appropriate set of parameters which drives or
controls the type of ultrasound waves transmitted by ultra-
sound wave transmitter assembly 18. Signal generator assem-
bly 20 is, preferably, suitable for generating, and sending, a,
preferably, pulsed, signal having an appropriate set of param-
eters which drives or controls ultrasound wave transmitter
assembly 18 for transmitting ultrasound waves, preferably, in
the form of a pulsed beam, into and through wall 16a of
passage 14, and, into flowing fluid 12, for forming (a pulsed
beam of) transmitted ultrasound waves, for example, trans-
mitted ultrasound waves 30. Signal generator assembly 20 is,
preferably, suitable for generating, and sending, a signal hav-
ing an appropriate set of parameters which drives or controls
ultrasound wave transmitter assembly 18 for transmitting (a
pulsed beam of) ultrasound waves according to a sinusoidal
pulse, with a pulse duration in a pre-determined range, as
described hereinabove.

[0123] Ultrasound wave detector array assembly 22 is for
detecting (the pulsed beam of) transmitted ultrasound waves
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30 which propagate through, and are scattered by flowing
fluid 12, as (a pulsed beam of) scattered ultrasound waves, for
example, scattered ultrasound waves 32, which exit through
wall 165 of passage 14. More specifically, ultrasound wave
detector array assembly 22 is for detecting the (pulsed beam
of) ultrasound waves transmitted by ultrasound wave trans-
mitter assembly 18 into and through wall 16a of passage 14,
and, into flowing fluid 12, which subsequently become trans-
mitted ultrasound waves 30 propagating through, and scat-
tered by, flowing fluid 12, in the form of scattered ultrasound
waves 32, which exit through wall 165 of passage 14.

[0124] Subsequent to the preceding illustratively described
transmission of ultrasound waves into flowing fluid 12, trans-
mitted ultrasound waves 30 formed therefrom, propagate
through flowing fluid 12 in the same (x-axis) direction normal
or perpendicular to the main or net flow (y-axis) direction of
flowing fluid 12, and therefore, propagate through flowing
fluid 12 in the same direction normal or perpendicular to
longitudinal axis L of passage 14 (in FIG. 2, indicated by the
set of three arrows adjacent transmitted ultrasound waves 30,
pointing in the (x-axis) direction towards, and normal or
perpendicular to, longitudinal axis L of passage 14). Trans-
mitted ultrasound waves 30 propagating through, and scat-
tered by, flowing fluid 12, in the form of scattered ultrasound
waves 32 (in FIG. 2, indicated by the set of three arrows
adjacent scattered ultrasound waves 32, pointing in the
(x-axis) direction away, and normal or perpendicular to, lon-
gitudinal axis L of passage 14), exit through wall 165 of
passage 14, and are detected by ultrasound wave detector
array assembly 22.

[0125] Ultrasound wave detector array assembly 22 is,
preferably, designed, constructed, and operative, for being
complementary to (i.e., simultaneously and synchronously
operative with) ultrasound wave transmitter assembly 18.
Accordingly, ultrasound wave detector array assembly 22 is,
preferably, a clamp-on type of ultrasound wave detector array
assembly, which is clamped (using clamping, adhering,
or/and mounting, techniques well known in the art) onto the
outside surface of wall 165 of passage 14, in a configuration
such that ultrasound wave detector array assembly 22 detects
(the pulsed beam of) transmitted ultrasound waves 30 which
propagate through, and are scattered by flowing fluid 12, as (a
pulsed beam of) scattered ultrasound waves 32, which exit
through wall 165 of passage 14, in the (x-axis) direction
normal or perpendicular to the main or net flow direction of
flowing fluid 12. Ultrasound wave detector array assembly 22
is, preferably, clamped onto the outside surface of wall 165 of
passage 14, in a configuration oppositely facing, and aligned
with, ultrasound wave transmitter assembly 18, in a measur-
ing plane defined by, and including, the transmitting region or
zone of ultrasound wave transmitter assembly 18 and the
detecting region or zone of ultrasound wave detector array
assembly 22, wherein the (x-axis) direction of transmitted
ultrasound waves 30 is normal or perpendicular to the main or
net (y-axis) longitudinal direction of flowing fluid 12.

[0126] Ultrasound wave detector array assembly 22 is,
preferably, suitable for detecting (a pulsed beam of) scattered
ultrasound waves 32 having a frequency, preferably, in a
range of between about 20,000 cycles per second (20 kHz or
0.02 MHz) and about 20,000,000 cycles per second (20,000
kHz or 20 MHz), and more preferably, in a range of between
about 100,000 cycles per second (100 kHz or 0.1 MHz) and
about 7,000,000 cycles per second (7,000 kHz or 7 MHz).
Preferably, ultrasound wave detector array assembly 22
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detects (the pulsed beam of) scattered ultrasound waves 32
according to a sinusoidal pulse, with a pulse duration in a
range of, preferably, between about 1 cycle and about 1000
cycles, and more preferably, between about 10 cycles and
about 100 cycles. In terms of time units, ultrasound wave
detector array assembly 22 detects (the beam of) scattered
ultrasound waves 32 according to a sinusoidal pulse, with a
pulse duration in a range of between about 1 microsecond (us)
and about 1 millisecond (ms). The lower limit of the pulse
duration depends upon the frequency of the detected (beam
of) scattered ultrasound waves 32, while the upper limit ofthe
pulse duration depends upon the maximum velocity of flow-
ing fluid 12.

[0127] For functioning (operating) as described herein-
above, ultrasound wave detector array assembly 22 includes,
for example, a linear array of, preferably, at least six, and
more preferably, at least thirty, separated, linearly closely
spaced apart, and positioned along the same axis (i.e., the
y-axis), simultaneously and synchronously operative, trans-
ducer type ultrasound wave detectors/receivers. Each such
transducer type ultrasound wave detector/receiver is con-
structed, for example, from a piezoelectric material (e.g., a
piezoelectric ceramic based composite material, such as a
PZT (lead zirconate titanate) ceramic based composite mate-
rial), or other appropriate material exhibiting vibrating type
of transducer properties, characteristics, and behavior, suit-
able for detecting/receiving a pulsed beam of scattered ultra-
sound waves 32. Each such transducer type ultrasound wave
detector/receiver converts a pulsed beam of scattered ultra-
sound waves 32 detected by the piezoelectric material, into an
electric voltage, which is subsequently sent, via electrodes,
from the piezoelectric material, and therefore, from ultra-
sound wave detector array assembly 22, to a data acquisition
device, for example, data acquisition assembly 24.

[0128] For the purpose of decreasing the difference in
impedance existing between the outer surface of the detect-
ing/receiving region or zone of ultrasound wave detector
array assembly 22 and the outside surface of wall 165 of
passage 14, and therefore, for increasing the strength or inten-
sity of the (pulsed beam of) scattered ultrasound waves 32
which exit through wall 165 of passage 14, optionally, a
coupling material or substance (not shown in FIG. 2), such as
a petroleum based gel or cream, or water, is placed or applied
between the outer surface ofthe detecting/receiving region or
zone of ultrasound wave detector array assembly 22 and the
outside surface of wall 165 of passage 14.

[0129] Data acquisition assembly 24 is for acquiring data
sent from ultrasound wave detector array assembly 22. Such
data corresponds to near-field amplitude and phase values of
the (pulsed beam of) scattered ultrasound waves 32 which
exit through wall 165 of passage 14.

[0130] Dataacquisition assembly 24 is, preferably, suitable
for acquiring near-field amplitude and phase values of the
(pulsed beam of) scattered ultrasound waves 32, at various
frequency components, sent from the linear array of the at
least six, separated, linearly closely spaced apart, and posi-
tioned along the y-axis, simultaneously and synchronously
operative, transducer type ultrasound wave detectors/receiv-
ers of ultrasound wave detector array assembly 22.

[0131] For functioning (operating) as described herein-
above, data acquisition assembly 24 includes as main com-
ponents, for example, PC data acquisition cards, a number of
simultaneously and synchronously operative lock-in ampli-
fiers and pre-amplifiers, corresponding to the number of lin-
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early arrayed transducer type ultrasound wave detectors/re-
ceivers of ultrasound wave detector array assembly 22, along
with one or more appropriately connected and operative mul-
tiplexers, according to a heterodyne type scheme of data
acquisition.

[0132] Alternatively, for functioning (operating) as
described hereinabove, data acquisition assembly 24 includes
main components which are based on effecting direct analog
to digital conversion of the near-field amplitude and phase
values of the (pulsed beam of) scattered ultrasound waves 32
which exit through wall 165 of passage 14, and sent from
ultrasound wave detector array assembly 22.

[0133] Central controlling and processing unit 26 is for
centrally controlling and processing of functions (operations)
and activities, and. associated data and information generated
therefrom, of the main components of system 10. More spe-
cifically, central controlling and processing unit 26 is for
centrally controlling and processing of functions (operations)
and activities, and. associated data and information generated
(i.e., input, output) therefrom, by main components of system
10, i.e., ultrasound wave transmitter assembly 18, signal gen-
erator assembly 20, ultrasound wave detector array assembly
22, and data acquisition assembly 24, according to the pre-
ceding illustrative description of the structure and function
(operation) of each main component, for implementing the
method of the present invention, for ultrasonically determin-
ing flow parameters of fluid 12 flowing through a passage, by
using far-field analysis.

[0134] For functioning (operating) as described herein-
above, central controlling and processing unit 26 is (directly
or indirectly) operatively connected to each of the main com-
ponents of system 10, i.e., ultrasound wave transmitter
assembly 18, signal generator assembly 20, ultrasound wave
detector array assembly 22, and data acquisition assembly 24.
Central controlling and processing unit 26 includes all nec-
essary and appropriate hardware and software suitable for
centrally controlling and processing of functions (operations)
and activities, and. associated data and information generated
therefrom, of the main components of system 10. Such exem-
plary hardware includes various operatively connected and
functioning analog and digital types of electronic controller
sub-assemblies and electronic processor sub-assemblies, and
components thereof. Such exemplary software includes vari-
ous operatively connected and functioning written or printed
data, in the form of software programs, software routines,
software sub-routines, software symbolic languages, soft-
ware code, software instructions or protocols, software algo-
rithms, or/and combinations thereof.

[0135] Central controlling and processing unit 26, prefer-
ably, additionally includes a display device, for (real-time or
off-line) displaying of the various input or/and output stages
of controlling and processing of functions (operations) and
activities, and, associated data and information generated
therefrom, of the main components of system 10, associated
with implementation of the method of the present invention.
[0136] In FIG. 2, selected (i.e., not all) operative connec-
tions or linkages of electronics, and, data and information
communications among main system components, i.e., ultra-
sound wave transmitter assembly 18, signal generator assem-
bly 20, ultrasound wave detector array assembly 22, and data
acquisition assembly 24, and, central controlling and process-
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ing unit 26, are generally indicated by (solid) lines drawn
between selected (i.e., not all) system components.

Application of the Generalized System to a Flowing Biologi-
cal Liquid

[0137] Particular exemplary application of the method of
the present invention, wherein fluid 12 is a biological liquid
(e.g., blood, urine, water), flowing through a vessel, duct, or
organ, type of passage 14 of a small scale biological (e.g.,
human or animal) process, involves special considerations
regarding design, construction, and operation, of ultrasound
wave transmitter assembly 18 and ultrasound wave detector
array assembly 22, of system 10. The main reason for this, is
that in such an application, the vessel. duct, or organ, type of
passage 14 lies within, and is contained, surrounded, and
encompassed, by, a larger body part or/and region thereof, for
example, a larger organ, the chest, the head, the pelvis, or a
limb. Thus, for performing such an application, the method of
the present invention needs to be implemented according to a
non-invasive type of medical procedure.

[0138] For implementing the method of the present inven-
tion according to a non-invasive type of medical procedure,
ultrasound wave transmitter assembly 18 and ultrasound
wave detector array assembly 22 are not clamped, adhered, or
mounted, oppositely facing each other, onto the outside sur-
faces of walls 16a and 164, respectively, of the vessel, duct, or
organ, type of passage 14. Instead, they are clamped, adhered,
or mounted, oppositely facing each other, onto the outside
surfaces of the larger body part or/and region thereof, for
example, onto the outside surfaces of the larger organ, the
chest, the head, the pelvis, or the limb, which contains, sur-
rounds, and encompasses, the vessel, duct, or organ, type of
passage 14.

[0139] For such an exemplary embodiment of implement-
ing the method of the present invention, ultrasound wave
transmitter assembly 18 is designed, constructed, and opera-
tive, for transmitting and selectively focusing (a pulsed beam
of) ultrasound waves into and through the outside surface
(i.e., skin) and internal parts (i.e., tissue, fluids, etc.) of the
larger body part or/and region thereof, and into and through
wall 16a of the vessel, duct, or organ, type of passage 14, and
then into flowing fluid 12 (i.e., biological liquid, e.g., blood,
urine, water), in the direction normal or perpendicular to the
main or net flow direction of flowing fluid 12, for forming (a
pulsed beam of) focused transmitted ultrasound waves, for
example, transmitted ultrasound waves 30.

[0140] For operating as described hereinabove, ultrasound
wave transmitter assembly 18 includes, for example, an ultra-
sound wave focusing assembly, and a driver or steering
assembly. The ultrasound wave focusing assembly is of a
structure, for example, having a bowl or bowl-like shape or
form, and functions (operates) according to the preceding
described selective focusing of ultrasound waves transmitted
from ultrasound wave transmitter assembly 18 into fluid 12
(i.e., biological liquid, e.g., blood, urine, water) flowing
inside of the vessel, duct, or organ, type of passage 14. The
driver or steering assembly is operatively connected to the
ultrasound wave focusing assembly, and functions (operates)
by selectively steering or driving the ultrasound wave focus-
ing assembly. in a manner suitable for enabling the preceding
described transmission and selective focusing of ultrasound
waves by ultrasound wave transmitter assembly 18.

[0141] Subsequent to the preceding illustratively described
transmission and selective focusing of ultrasound waves into
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flowing fluid 12 (i.e., biological liquid, e.g., blood, urine,
water), focused transmitted ultrasound waves 30 propagating
through, and scattered by, flowing fluid 12, in the form of
scattered ultrasound waves 32, further propagate through
wall 165 of the vessel, duct, or organ, type of passage 14, then
into and through the internal parts (i.e., tissue, fluids, etc.) and
outside surface (i.e., skin) of the larger body part or/and
region thereof, and then are detected by ultrasound wave
detector array assembly 22.

[0142] For such an exemplary embodiment of implement-
ing the method of the present invention, ultrasound wave
detector array assembly 22 is, preferably, designed, con-
structed, and operative, for being complementary to (i.e.,
simultaneously and synchronously operative with) ultra-
sound wave transmitter assembly 18. Accordingly, ultra-
sound wave detector array assembly 22 is designed, con-
structed, and operative, for detecting (the pulsed beam of) the
focused transmitted ultrasound waves 30 which propagate
through, and are scattered by flowing fluid 12, as (a pulsed
beam of) scattered ultrasound waves 32, which propagate
through wall 165 of the vessel, duct, or organ, type of passage
14, then into and through the internal parts (i.e., tissue, fluids,
etc.) and outside surface (i.e., skin) of the larger body part
or/and region thereof, in the (x-axis) direction normal or
perpendicular to the main or net flow (y-axis) direction of
flowing fluid 12 (i.e., biological liquid, e.g., blood, urine,
water).

[0143] The other main components of system 10, i.e., sig-
nal generator assembly 20, data acquisition assembly 24, and
central controlling and processing unit 26, are appropriately
modified or adapted for operating with the preceding
described modified structure and function (operation) of
ultrasound wave transmitter assembly 18 and ultrasound
wave detector array assembly 22, according to the preceding
illustratively described transmission and selective focusing of
ultrasound waves into fluid 12 (i.e., biological liquid, e.g.,
blood, urine, water) flowing inside of the vessel, duct, or
organ, type of passage 14, and subsequent detection of scat-
tered ultrasound waves 32 thereof.

[0144] An exemplary specific embodiment of a system
which is suitable, or is readily modified or adapted, for imple-
menting the method of the present invention, and which
includes the hereinabove illustratively described main com-
ponents of system 10 (FIG. 2), is disclosed in the present
inventors’ teachings [20, 21] of their Near-field/Far-field
transformation technique for evaluating and analyzing veloc-
ity and vorticity fields in spatial and temporal domains of a
(laminar [20] or turbulent [21]) fluid flowing through a pas-
sage.

[0145] Inanon-limiting manner, as stated hereinabove, the
method of the present invention is generally implementable
by using various different types of equipment and hardware,
and associated software, which are known for ultrasonically
determining flow parameters of a flowing fluid, and is par-
ticularly implementable by using ‘clamp-on’ types of equip-
ment and hardware, and associated software, which include
an ultrasound wave transmitter and an ultrasound wave detec-
tor array, clamped on, in an oppositely facing configuration,
to outer walls of a passage through which the fluid flows, and
which operate by transmitting and detecting, respectively,
ultrasound waves that propagate normal or perpendicular to
the main or net flow direction of the flowing fluid, and are
scattered by the flowing fluid.

Details of Steps of the Method for Determining Flow Param-
eters of a Flowing Fluid by Using Far-field Analysis

[0146] Immediately following is detailed illustrative
description of the steps of the method of the present invention
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(FIG. 1), which is implementable by using the hereinabove
illustratively described exemplary generalized preferred
embodiment of a clamp-on type of system, i.e., system 10
(FIG. 2), for ultrasonically determining flow parameters of a
flowing fluid by using far-field analysis.

Acquiring Near-Field Amplitude and Phase Change Values of
Ultrasound Waves Transmitted Into, Propagating Through,
and Scattered by, the Flowing Fluid

[0147] In Step (a) of the method for ultrasonically deter-
mining flow parameters of a fluid flowing through a passage,
by using far-field analysis, of the present invention, there is
acquiring near-field amplitude and phase change values of
ultrasound waves transmitted into, propagating through, and
scattered by, the flowing fluid.

[0148] Accordingly, in Step (a), there is acquiring near-
field amplitude and phase change values of ultrasound waves
transmitted into, propagating through, and scattered by, fluid
12 flowing through passage 14. The near-field amplitude and
phase change values are acquired for a measuring plane
defined by, and including, a same plane of a transmitting
region or zone of an ultrasound wave transmitter device and a
detecting region or zone of an ultrasound wave detector array
device, wherein the direction of the transmitted ultrasound
waves is normal or perpendicular to the main or net longitu-
dinal direction of flow of flowing fluid 12.

[0149] As is well known in the art of the present invention,
the ‘near-field” region or zone is characterized and defined by
the following condition or relation (1):

bar=d*/2h, &)

where the parameter b, is the ‘near-field’ distance extending
or spanning from (i) the position or location of a scatterer
located within the scattering region or zone of a flowing fluid
subjected to, and scattering, ultrasound waves transmitted
into, and propagating through, the flowing fluid by an ultra-
sound wave transmitter device, until (ii) the position or loca-
tion of the detecting region or zone of an ultrasound wave
detector array device detecting the scattered ultrasound
waves; the parameter d is the smaller length of either (i) the
length of the transmitting region or zone of the ultrasound
wave transmitter device or (ii) the length of the detecting
region or zone of the ultrasound wave detector array device;
and the parameter A is the wavelength of the transmitted or
scattered ultrasound waves.

[0150] The parameter, ‘near-field” distance, b, -, is evalu-
ated for a measuring plane defined by, and including, a same
plane of the transmitting region or zone of the ultrasound
wave transmitter device and the detecting region or zone of
the ultrasound wave detector array device, wherein the direc-
tion of the transmitted ultrasound waves is normal or perpen-
dicular to the main or net longitudinal direction of flow of the
flowing fluid. In general, for a flowing fluid subjected to, and
scattering, transmitted ultrasound waves, each of the param-
eters, b, d, and A, has a range of values, depending upon the
design, construction, and operation, of a particular system,
and depending upon the specific properties, characteristics,
and behavior, of a particular application, of ultrasonically
determining flow parameters of the flowing fluid.

[0151] With reference to FIG. 2, the scattering region or
zone of flowing fluid 12 generally corresponds to the volu-
metric region or zone of flowing fluid 12 inside of passage 14
which is subjected to transmitted ultrasound waves 30. As is
well known in the art of the present invention, the term *scat-
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terer’, for example, scatterer 40 (in FIG. 2, generally indi-
cated by the ‘X’ drawn in flowing fluid 12), generally refers to
essentially any feature or characteristic of, or within, flowing
fluid 12, which scatters transmitted ultrasonic waves 30
propagating through flowing fluid 12, thereby causing a
change in the velocity (speed), as well as the energy. of
transmitted ultrasonic waves 30, compared to the velocity
(speed), and the energy, of transmitted ultrasonic waves 30
propagating through flowing fluid 12 which are not scattered
by the feature or characteristic.

[0152] Scatterer 40 is, in general, a feature or characteristic
being an internally existing, or/and externally caused, flow
fluctuation arising due to a (e.g., velocity, pressure, thermal,
concentration, or/and density) inhomogeneity or gradient,
or/and turbulence, moving in flowing fluid 12, within the
scattering region or zone of flowing fluid 12, which scatters
transmitted ultrasonic waves 30 propagating through flowing
fluid 12, thereby causing a change in the velocity (speed), and
the energy, of transmitted ultrasonic waves 30, compared to
the velocity (speed), and the energy, of transmitted ultrasonic
waves 30 propagating through flowing fluid 12 which are not
scattered by scatterer 40.

[0153] Alternatively, or additionally, scatterer 40 is, in gen-
eral, a feature or characteristic being an internally existing,
or/and externally provided (seeded), substance (e.g., particle,
droplet, or/and gas bubble) moving in flowing fluid 12, within
the scattering region or zone of flowing fluid 12, which scat-
ters transmitted ultrasonic waves 30 propagating through
flowing fluid 12, thereby causing a change in the velocity
(speed), and the energy, of transmitted ultrasonic waves 30,
compared to the velocity (speed), and the energy, of transmit-
ted ultrasonic waves 30 propagating through flowing fluid 12
which are not scattered by scatterer 40.

[0154] Accordingly, with reference to FIG. 2, the near-field
region or zone is characterized and defined by b, - (in FIG. 2,
for example, by, indicated by the double-headed arrow)
being the near-field distance extending or spanning from (i)
the position or location of a scatterer, for example, scatterer
40, located within the scattering region or zone of flowing
fluid 12 subjected to, and scattering, ultrasound waves trans-
mitted into, and propagating through, flowing fluid 12 by
ultrasound wave transmitter assembly 18, until (ii) the posi-
tion or location of the detecting region or zone of ultrasound
wave detector array assembly 22 detecting scattered ultra-
sound waves 32; the parameter d is the smaller length of either
(1) the length (in FIG. 2, indicated by the length extending
along the y-axis direction and between the two d arrowed
reference symbols) of the transmitting region or zone of ultra-
sound wave transmitter assembly 18 or (ii) the length (in FIG.
2, indicated by the length extending along the y-axis direction
and between the two dj, arrowed reference symbols) of the
detecting region or zone of ultrasound wave detector array
assembly 22; and the parameter A is the wavelength of the
transmitted or scattered ultrasound waves 30 or 32, respec-
tively.

[0155] Theparameter, ‘near-field’ distance, by, is evalu-
ated for a measuring plane defined by, and including, a same
plane of the transmitting region or zone of ultrasound wave
transmitter assembly 18 and the detecting region or zone of
ultrasound wave detector array assembly 22, wherein the
(x-axis) direction of transmitted ultrasound waves 30 is nor-
mal or perpendicular to the main or net (y-axis) longitudinal
direction of flowing fluid 12. In general, for flowing fluid 12
subjected to, and scattering, transmitted ultrasound waves 30,
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each of the parameters, by, d, and A, has a range of values,
depending upon the design, construction, and operation, of a
particular system, for example, system 10, and depending
upon the specific properties, characteristics, and behavior, of
a particular application, of implementing the method of the
present invention.

[0156] Thus, in Step (a), there is using the hereinabove
illustratively described exemplary generalized preferred
embodiment of a clamp-on type of system, i.e., system 10
(FIG. 2), for acquiring near-field amplitude and phase change
values of (a beam of) transmitted ultrasound waves 30 propa-
gating through, and scattered by, flowing fluid 12, in the form
of (a beam of) scattered ultrasound waves 32, which exit
through wall 165 of passage 14, and are detected by ultra-
sound wave detector array assembly 22. Data acquisition
assembly 24 acquires the near-field amplitude and phase val-
ues of the (pulsed beam of) scattered ultrasound waves 32, at
various frequency components, sent from the linear array of
the at least six, separated, linearly closely spaced apart, and
positioned along the y-axis, simultaneously and synchro-
nously operative, transducer type ultrasound wave detectors/
receivers of ultrasound wave detector array assembly 22. The
acquired near-field amplitude and phase values of the (pulsed
beam of) scattered ultrasound waves 32 are sent from data
acquisition assembly 24 to central controlling and processing
unit 26, for further processing and analysis, in accordance
with the method of the present invention.

[0157] InStep (a), acquiring ofthe near-field amplitude and
phase values of the (pulsed beam of) scattered ultrasound
waves 32, takes place during pre-determined or/and post-
determined time intervals, depending upon several factors,
such as the design, construction, and operation, of system 10,
and the specific properties, characteristics, and behavior, of
the particular application involving fluid 12 flowing inside
and through passage 14.

Determining a Far-Field Scattering Amplitude Distribution,
as a Two-Dimensional Function of Scattering Angle and Dop-
pler Frequency Shift, from the Acquired Near-Field Ampli-
tude and Phase Change Values.

[0158] In Step (b) of the method, of the present invention,
there is determining a far-field scattering amplitude distribu-
tion, as a two-dimensional function of scattering angle and
Doppler frequency shift, from the acquired near-field ampli-
tude and phase change values.

[0159] Accordingly, in Step (b), there is determining a far-
field scattering amplitude distribution, herein, referred to as
A(B, Af), as a two-dimensional function of scattering angle,
herein, referred to as 6, and Doppler frequency shift, herein,
referred to as Af, from the near-field amplitude and phase
change values acquired in Step (a). Consistent with Step (a),
in Step (b), the far-field scattering amplitude distribution,
A(8, Af), is determined for a measuring plane defined by, and
including, a same plane of a transmitting region or zone of an
ultrasound wave transmitter device and a detecting region or
zone of an ultrasound wave detector array device, wherein the
direction of the transmitted ultrasound waves is normal or
perpendicular to the main or net longitudinal direction of flow
of flowing fluid 12.

[0160] As is well known in the art of the present invention,
consistent with condition or relation (1) defining the ‘near-
field’ region or zone, the ‘far-field’ region or zone is charac-
terized and defined by the following condition or relation (2):

br>>d%2h, )
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where the parameter b, is the “far-field” distance extending
or spanning from (i) the position or location of a scatterer
located within the scattering region or zone of a flowing fluid
subjected to, and scattering, ultrasound waves transmitted
into, and propagating through, the flowing fluid by an ultra-
sound wave transmitter device, until (ii) a position or location
located ‘at or beyond’ the detecting region or zone of an
ultrasound wave detector array device detecting the scattered
ultrasound waves; and where the parameters, d, and A, are as
defined hereinabove, in Step (a). Consistent with Step (a), in
Step (b), the parameter, ‘far-field’ distance, b, is evaluated
for a measuring plane defined by, and including, a same plane
of the transmitting region or zone of the ultrasound wave
transmitter device and the detecting region or zone of the
ultrasound wave detector array device, wherein the direction
of the transmitted ultrasound waves is normal or perpendicu-
lar to the main or net longitudinal direction of flow of the
flowing fluid.

[0161] Reference is made to FIG. 3, a schematic diagram
illustrating an exemplary embodiment of the main character-
istics and parameters of far-field ‘virtual propagation’ of
transmitted ultrasound waves 30 and scattered ultrasound
waves 32, with respect to system 10 illustrated in FIG. 2, as
relating to determining a far-field scattering amplitude distri-
bution, A(0, Af), as a two-dimensional function of scattering
angle, 6, and Doppler frequency shift, Af, from near-field
amplitude and phase change values of transmitted ultrasound
waves 30. In FIGS. 2 and 3, same reference notation and
terminology (i.e., numbers, letters, or/and symbols), refer to
same components, elements, and parameters, and, in FIG. 3,
reference xyz coordinate axis system 5 is shown for indicat-
ing x, v, and z, directions relative to the components, ele-
ments, and parameters, drawn therein.

[0162] Accordingly, with reference to FIG. 3, the far-field
region or zone is characterized and defined by b, (in FIG. 3,
for example, bzg,, indicated by the double-headed arrow)
being the far-field distance extending or spanning from (i) the
position or location of a scatterer, for example, scatterer 40,
located within the scattering region or zone of flowing fluid
12 subjected to, and scattering, ultrasound waves transmitted
into, and propagating through, flowing fluid 12 by ultrasound
wave transmitter assembly 18, until (ii) a position or location
located ‘at or beyond’ the detecting region or zone of ultra-
sound wave detector array assembly 22 detecting scattered
ultrasound waves 32; and where the parameters, d, and A, are
as defined hereinabove, in Step (a). The parameter, ‘far-field’
distance, bz, is evaluated for a measuring plane defined by,
and including, a same plane of the transmitting region or zone
of ultrasound wave transmitter assembly 18 and the detecting
region or zone of ultrasound wave detector array assembly 22,
wherein the (x-axis) direction of transmitted ultrasound
waves 30 is normal or perpendicular to the main or net
(y-axis) longitudinal direction of flowing fluid 12.

[0163] As shown in FIG. 3, such far-field ‘virtual propaga-
tion” of the ultrasound waves transmitted into, propagating
through, and scattered by, the flowing fluid, i.e., near-field
(actual) transmitted ultrasound waves 30, and near-field (ac-
tual) scattered ultrasound waves 32 thereof, is represented by
far-field (virtual) transmitted ultrasound waves 44, and far-
field (virtual) scattered ultrasound waves 46, respectively,
wherein each beam of ultrasound waves (virtually) propa-
gates in the direction of a far-field (virtual) position or loca-
tion located at the far-field (virtual) distance, by, at or
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beyond the detecting region or zone of ultrasound wave detec-
tor array assembly 22 detecting scattered ultrasound waves
32.

[0164] InFIG.3, the angle by which transmitted ultrasound
waves 30 is scattered, thereby forming scattered ultrasound
waves 32 thereof, is represented by 0, corresponding to the
scattering angle of transmitted ultrasound waves 30. The scat-
tering angle, 8, of transmitted ultrasound waves 30, also cor-
responds to the angle between the far-field (virtual) propagat-
ing path of far-field (virtual) transmitted ultrasound waves 44
and the far-field (virtual) propagating path of far-field (vir-
tual) scattered ultrasound waves 46, in the direction of a
far-field (virtual) position or location located at a far-field
(virtual) distance, by,. Additionally, in FIG. 3, the scatter-
ing wave vector associated with such ultrasound wave scat-
tering, and such far-field (virtual) propagation thereof, is rep-

resented by ?5.

[0165] Such ultrasound wave scattering, and far-field (vir-
tual) propagation thereof; as depicted in FIG. 3, corresponds,
in essence, to propagation of transmitted ultrasound waves
30, and scattered ultrasound waves 32 formed therefrom,
‘virtually’ continuing beyond, and outside of, the volumetric
region or zone of fluid 12 flowing inside of passage 14, in the
form of far-field (virtual) transmitted ultrasound waves 44
and far-field (virtual) scattered ultrasound waves 46, respec-
tively, as if transmitted ultrasound waves 30, and scattered
ultrasound waves 32 formed therefrom, were still propagat-
ing within, and inside of, the volumetric region or zone of
fluid 12 flowing inside of passage 14. This corresponds to the
conceptual basis of the present inventors’ initially developed
Near-field/Far-field transformation technique [20, 21].
[0166] Thus, in view of the hereinabove definitions, and
illustrative descriptions thereof, of the near-field and far-field
ultrasound wave transmission and scattering phenomena, in
Step (b), there is determining a far-field scattering amplitude
distribution, A(8, Af), as a two-dimensional function of the
scattering angle, 0, and Doppler frequency shift, Af, from the
near-field amplitude and phase change values acquired in
preceding Step (a).

[0167] Step (b) includes utilizing the present inventors’
initially developed Near-field/Far-field transformation tech-
nique [20, 21]. As previously described hereinabove, in the
Background section, the Near-field/Far-field transformation
technique basically corresponds to ‘transforming’, ‘project-
ing’, ‘extrapolating’, or ‘mapping’, data and information (i.e.,
properties, characteristics, and behavior) of ultrasound waves
which are transmitted, scattered, and detected, in the near-
field region or zone, of a fluid flowing in and through a
passage, from the near-field region or zone to the far-field
region or zone, of the flowing fluid, and using the trans-
formed, projected, extrapolated, or mapped, data and infor-
mation for evaluating and analyzing flow parameters (par-
ticularly, peak velocity, velocity distribution, and flow rate) of
the fluid flowing in and through the passage.

[0168] Accordingly, for implementing the method of the
present invention, Step (b) includes transforming, projecting,
extrapolating, or mapping, data and information (i.e., prop-
erties, characteristics, and behavior), in particular, in the form
of acquired near-field amplitude and phase change values, of
ultrasound waves which are transmitted, scattered, and
detected, in the near-field region or zone (as defined by con-
dition orrelation (1) and illustratively described hereinabove,
with reference to FIGS. 2 and 3), of fluid 12 flowing in and
through passage 14, from the near-field region or zone to the
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far-field region or zone (as defined by condition or relation (2)
and illustratively described hereinabove, with reference to
FIG. 3), of flowing fluid 12, and using the transformed, pro-
jected, extrapolated, or mapped, data and information (i.e.,
the acquired near-field amplitude and phase change values)
for determining a far-field scattering amplitude distribution,
A(B, Af), as a two-dimensional function of the scattering
angle, 8, and Doppler frequency shift, Af.

[0169] Step (b) is performed according to either of two
alternative cases, i.e., a first case, based on using the acquired
near-field amplitude and phase change values expressed in
terms of time series in the time domain, or, alternatively, a
second case, based on using the acquired near-field amplitude
and phase change values expressed in terms of frequency
components in the frequency domain, where the first case and
the second case differ according to the order of using a Fourier
transform procedure. In each of the first and second cases, the
time series of the acquired near-field amplitude and phase
change values corresponds to amode of pulses of the detected
scattered ultrasound waves (scattered ultrasound waves 32),
oramode of direct analog to digital conversion of the detected
scattered ultrasound waves (scattered ultrasound waves 32).

[0170] By using the present inventors’ initially developed
Near-field/Far-field transformation technique [20, 21], Step
(b) of the method of the present, includes constructing a
far-field scattering wave function in terms of a near-field
scattering wave function (according to the first case, for any
given instant of time, i.e., in terms of the time domain, or,
alternatively, according to the second case, for any given
frequency component, i.e., in terms of the frequency domain)
from the acquired near-field amplitude and phase change
values (from Step (a)). Construction of the far-field scattering
wave function in terms of a near-field scattering wave func-
tion is based on application of a mathematical description of
the Huygens’ Principle (conventionally directed to optics and
propagation of electromagnetic radiation) to the near-field
measurements (i.e., the acquired near-field amplitude and
phase change values (from Step (a)) of the ultrasound waves
scattered by fluid 12 flowing through passage 14, and is
derived from the Rayleigh-Sommerfeld integral in accor-
dance with the following equation (3):

koi*dy' kot B/, .
Yy, y)ga, = fizﬂk , ) 43'[ o=y P2y d)]q;(rd’ y )gm
oy —7g

where the terms in equation (3) are defined as follows:

[0171] r, is the ‘near-field’ radial distance, extending or
spanning from a radial center position or location located
within passage 14, until the detecting region or zone of ultra-
sound wave detector array assembly 22 detecting scattered
ultrasound waves 32, in the near-field region or zone (as
defined by condition or relation (1) and illustratively
described hereinabove, with reference to FIGS. 2 and 3) of
flowing fluid 12;

[0172] r/is the “far-field” radial distance extending or span-
ning from a radial center position or location within passage
14, until a far-field (virtual) position or location located at the
far-field (virtual) distance, bzz, at or beyond the detecting
region or zone of ultrasound wave detector array assembly 22
detecting scattered ultrasound waves 32, in the far-field
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region or zone (as defined by condition or relation (2) and
illustratively described hereinabove, with reference to FIG.
3), of flowing fluid 12;

[0173] W(r,¥),.." is the ‘near-field’ scattering wave func-
tion in the near-field region or zone (as defined by condition
or relation (1) and illustratively described hereinabove, with
reference to FIGS. 2 and 3) of flowing fluid 12;

[0174] W(r, V)eoo! is the ‘far-field” scatteting wave func-
tion at a far-field (virtual) position or location located at the
far-field (virtual) distance, bz, at or beyond the detecting
region or zone of ultrasound wave detector array assembly 22
detecting scattered ultrasound waves 32, in the far-field
region or zone (as defined by condition or relation (2) and
illustratively described hereinabove, with reference to FIG.
3), of flowing fluid 12;

[0175] y is the (y-axis) coordinate along the detecting
region or zone of the linear array of the at least six, separated,
linearly closely spaced apart, and positioned along the y-axis,
simultaneously and synchronously operative, transducer type
ultrasound wave detectors/receivers of ultrasound wave
detector array assembly 22;

[0176] y'is the integration variable, corresponding to vari-
abley;
[0177] k, is the wavenumber of transmitted ultrasound

waves 30, defined as k,=2m/A, where A is the wavelength of
transmitted ultrasound waves 30; and

[0178] = is the well known symbol for “pi’, the (transcen-
dental) mathematical (constant) number, 3.14 .. ..

[0179] The far-field scattering wave function, W(r, Veoar
as defined by equation (3), can be expressed as a function of
the scattering angle, 0, as provided by the following equation

*):
W(O)W(rpy Jocad | e=arczan(y/g,)a 4)

where the right hand side of equation (4) is a function of the
scattering angle, 8, which is evaluated from the arctan of

(y/r).

First Case: Using the Acquired Near-Field Amplitude and
Phase Change Values Expressed in Terms of the Time
Domain

[0180] The first case is based on, and includes, using the
acquired near-field amplitude and phase change values (from
Step (a)) expressed in terms of time series in the time domain,
for constructing a far-field scattering wave function in terms
of the time domain, which is then transformed (via using a
Fourier transform procedure) from the time domain to the
frequency domain. Accordingly, in the first case, by subject-
ing the constructed far-field scattering wave function, equa-
tion (4), to a Fourier transform procedure, herein, referred to
as P, there is separating the constructed far-field scattering
wave function into different frequency components.

[0181] Performing the first case of Step (b), results in the
following equation (5):

PONF 7 {¥(0)} &)

where the bracketed right hand side of equation (5) corre-
sponds to the far-field scattering wave function, expressed as
a function of the scattering angle, 0, as defined by equation
(4),1in terms of the time domain (t). Equation (5) corresponds
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to the far-field scattering wave function as a two-dimensional
function of scattering angle, 6, and Doppler frequency shift,
Af.

Second Case: Using the Acquired Near-Field Amplitude and
Phase Change Values Expressed in Terms of the Frequency
Domain

[0182] The second case is based on, and includes, trans-
forming (via using a Fourier transform procedure) the
acquired near-field amplitude and phase change values (from
Step (a)) expressed in terms of time series in the time domain,
from the time domain to the frequency domain, and using the
acquired near-field amplitude and phase change values
expressed in terms of the frequency domain, for constructing
the far-field scattering wave function in terms of the fre-
quency domain. Accordingly, in the second case, by subject-
ing the time series of the acquired near-field amplitude and
phase change values to a Fourier transform procedure, there is
separating the acquired near-field amplitude and phase
change values into different frequency components, which
are then used, via equation (3), for writing the far-field scat-
tering wave function.

[0183] Performing the second case of Step (b), results in the
following equation (6):

WO,A)=T(0) s (6)

where the right hand side of equation (6) corresponds to the
far-field scattering wave function, expressed as a function of
the scattering angle, 6, as defined by equation (4), in terms of
the frequency domain (i.e., via the Doppler frequency shift,
Af). Equation (6) corresponds to the far-field scattering wave
function as a two-dimensional function of scattering angle, 6,
and Doppler frequency shift, Af.

Far-Field Scattering Amplitude Distribution, as a Two-Di-
mensional Function of the Scattering angle, 8, and Doppler
frequency shift, Af

[0184] Following performing each of the first case, or, alter-
natively, the second case, Step (b) is completed by taking
normal or absolute values of the far-field scattering wave
function as a two-dimensional function of scattering angle, 6,
and Doppler frequency shift, Af, using either equation (5) of
the first case, or, alternatively, using equation (6) of the sec-
ond case, for obtaining the far-field scattering amplitude dis-
tribution, A(8, Af), as a two-dimensional function of the scat-
tering angle, 8, and Doppler frequency shift, Af, as provided
by the following equation (7a):

ABA)=IW(O,A (Ta)

Equation (7a) corresponds to the far-field scattering ampli-
tude distribution, as a two-dimensional function of the scat-
tering angle, 0, and Doppler frequency shift, Af.

[0185] Optionally, Equation (7a) can be replaced by the
following Equation (7b):

A(B,A)=1 (0,40 |- W(-0,A7)] (7b)

which corresponds to a procedure of introducing a filter for
reducing background scattering and background electronic
noise from the result provided by equation (7a). This proce-
dure is recommended in unidirectional flow to improve the
overall accuracy of the flow rate measurement.

[0186] As previously illustratively described hereinabove,
subsequent to transmission of ultrasound waves into flowing
fluid 12, transmitted ultrasound waves 30 formed therefrom,
propagate through flowing fluid 12 in the (x-axis) direction
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normal or perpendicular to the main or net flow (y-axis)
direction of flowing fluid 12, and therefore, propagate
through flowing fluid 12 in the direction normal or perpen-
dicular to longitudinal axis L of passage 14. Scattering of
transmitted ultrasound waves 30 by flowing fluid 12, in the
form of scattered ultrasound waves 32, occurs within flowing
fluid 12 which has a velocity component along the same
(x-axis) direction of (the beam of) transmitted ultrasound
waves 30 (i.e., normal or perpendicular to longitudinal axis L.
of passage 14), and exit through wall 165 of passage 14, and
are detected by ultrasound wave detector array assembly 22.
[0187] By performing Step (b) ofthe method of the present,
the present inventors’ initially developed ‘Near-field/Far-
field” transformation technique [20, 21] is further extended,
and used herein, in a novel and inventive way, as part of
implementing the present invention, for constructing the far-
field scattering wave function as a two-dimensional function
of scattering angle, 6, and Doppler frequency shift, Af, (i.e., as
provided by equation (5), according to the hereinabove
described first case, for any given instant of time, in terms of
the time domain, or, alternatively, as provided by equation
(6), according to the hereinabove described second case, for
any given frequency component, in terms of the frequency
domain) from the near-field amplitude and phase change
values acquired in Step (a). Step (b) ultimately results in
determination of the far-field scattering amplitude distribu-
tion, A(0, Af), as a two-dimensional function of the scattering
angle, 6, and Doppler frequency shift, Af, as provided by
equation (7).

[0188] The far-field scattering amplitude distribution, A(0,
Af), determined in Step (b), is used for performing Step (¢), as
illustratively described hereinbelow, for determining flow
parameters (particularly, peak velocity, velocity distribution,
and flow rate) of flowing fluid 12, in the (y-axis) direction
normal or perpendicular to the (x-axis) direction of transmit-
ted ultrasound waves 30, i.e., in the (y-axis) longitudinal
direction of flow of flowing fluid 12, in a measuring plane
defined by, and including, the transmitting region or zone of
ultrasound wave transmitter assembly 18 and the detecting
region or zone of ultrasound wave detector array assembly 22,
which is of significant current interest in a wide variety of
different fluid flow applications.

[0189] Inaddition to the present inventors’ justification for
initially developing, and applying, the Near-field/Far-field
transformation technique [20, 21], a main limitation associ-
ated with prior art techniques for detecting scattering of ultra-
sound waves which are transmitted and scattered in the near-
field region or zone of a fluid flowing in and through a passage
(e.g., scattered ultrasound waves 32 of fluid 12 flowing in and
through passage 14), is that the amplitude of the scattered
ultrasound waves (i.e., scattered ultrasound waves 32) attenu-
ates (i.e., decreases) as a function of increasing scattering
angle, O. Such amplitude is typically hidden or ‘buried’
within the amplitude of (the beam of) transmitted ultrasound
waves 30 propagating through, and scattered by, flowing fluid
12.

[0190] Only in the far-field region or zone (as defined by
condition or relation (2) and illustratively described herein-
above, with reference to FIG. 3), of flowing fluid 12, is the
amplitude of the far-field (virtual) scattered ultrasound waves
46, (as defined by the far-field scattering amplitude distribu-
tion, A(B, Af), according to equation (7)), as a function of
increasing scattering angle, 0, separable from the amplitude
of the far-field (virtual) transmitted ultrasound waves 44,
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where such ultrasound waves (virtually) propagate in the
direction of a far-field (virtual) position or location located at
a far-field (virtual) distance, b, at or beyond the detecting
region or zone of ultrasound wave detector array assembly 22
detecting scattered ultrasound waves 32.

Determining the Flow Parameters of the Flowing Fluid, from
the Far-Field Scattering Amplitude Distribution.

[0191] 1In Step (c) of the method, of the present invention,
there is determining flow parameters of the flowing fluid,
from the scattering amplitude distribution.

[0192] Accordingly, in Step (c), there is determining flow
parameters (particularly, peak velocity, velocity distribution,
and flow rate) of flowing fluid 12, from the scattering ampli-
tude distribution, A(0, Af), determined in Step (b).

Peak Velocity, v,,,,, of the Flowing Fluid

[0193] The peak velocity of flowing fluid 12 is the value of
the velocity which corresponds to a ‘peak’ in the distribution
function of the velocity component of flowing fluid 12 which
is normal or perpendicular to the (x-axis) direction of (the
beam of) transmitted ultrasound waves 30. For specific prop-
erties, characteristics, and behavior, of fluid 12 flowing
through and along passage 14, there may exist more than a
single peak velocity of flowing fluid 12.

[0194] Peak velocity, herein, referred to as v,,,,,, of flowing
fluid 12, is determined by using the following equation (8) of
the Doppler frequency shift, Af:

AV Eg2m, )

where the terms in equation () are defined as follows:

[0195] Afisthe Doppler frequency shift that corresponds to
each examined point (per scattering angle, 0) in the far-field
scattering amplitude distribution, A(6, Af) (determined in
Step (b) and defined by equation (7));

[0196] 7 is the mean or net (advection) moving velocity of
the various scatterers (for example, scatterer 40 (FIGS. 2, 3),
as illustratively described hereinabove in Step (a), with ref-
erence to FIG. 2) moving in flowing fluid 12, in the (y-axis)
longitudinal direction of passage 14, within the scattering
region or zone of flowing fluid 12, which scatter transmitted
ultrasonic waves 30 propagating through flowing fluid 12. [A
given scatterer is an internally existing, or/and externally
caused, flow fluctuation arising due to a (e.g., velocity, pres-
sure, thermal, concentration, or/and density) inhomogeneity
or gradient, or/and turbulence, moving in flowing fluid 12,
or/and an internally existing, or/and exterally provided
(seeded), substance (e.g., particle, droplet, or/and gas bubble)
moving in flowing fluid 12, in the (y-axis) longitudinal direc-
tion of passage 14, within the scattering region or zone of
flowing fluid 12, which scatters transmitted ultrasonic waves
30 propagating through flowing fluid 12.]; and

[0197] f s 1s the scattering wave vector, as illustratively
described hereinabove in Step (b), with reference to FIG. 3,
associated with scattering of transmitted ultrasound waves
30, and far-field (virtual) propagation thereof.

[0198] Withreferenceto FIG. 3, for small scattering angles,
i.e., small 0, scattering of (the beam of) transmitted ultra-
sound waves 30, in the form of (the beam of) scattered ultra-
sound waves 32, is well detectable. At a far-field (virtual)
position or location located at a far-field (virtual) distance,
by, at which far-field (virtual) propagation takes place, in
the form of far-field (virtual) transmitted ultrasound waves 44
and far-field (virtual) scattered ultrasound waves 46, respec-
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tively, the scattering wave vector, x s 1s approximately trans-
verse (normal or perpendicular) to the (x-axis) direction of
(the beam of) transmitted ultrasound waves 30 (and to the
(x-axis) direction of (the beam of) far-field (virtual) transmit-
ted ultrasound waves 44). In the limit of zero scattering angle,

i.e., 0=0, to the direction of the scattering wave vector, ? 5
approaches the (y-axis) direction normal or perpendicular to
the (x-axis) direction of (the beam of) transmitted ultrasound
waves 30 (i.e., in the (y-axis) longitudinal direction of flow of
flowing fluid 12, in a measuring plane defined by, and includ-
ing, the transmitting region or zone of ultrasound wave trans-
mitter assembly 18 and the detecting region or zone of ultra-
sound wave detector array assembly 22), and, the magnitude

—
of the scattering wave vector, k ¢, depends on the scattering
angle, 0, according to the following relation (9):

Ks=ko9, O

where k,, is the wavenumber of transmitted ultrasound waves
30, as defined hereinabove in Step (b), in the context of
equation (3) defining the “far-field” scattering wave function,
W(EaY)sead -

[0199] Therefore, fromequations (8) and (9), it follows that
the peak velocity, v,,, .., of the velocity component of flowing
fluid 12 which is normal or perpendicular to the (x-axis)
direction of (the beam of) transmitted ultrasound waves 30 is
defined by, and determined from, the following equation (10):

Voear=(20/ko) (BASI30) cresrs (10)

where (3Af/30)l_,,., is the partial derivative of the Doppler
frequency shift, Af, with respect to the scattering angle, 8. The
peak velocity, v, provided by equation (10) corresponds to
the slope, in terms of the axis of the Doppler frequency shift,
Af, with respect to the axis of the scattering angle, 9, of the
‘best fitting” line of a crest, or crest-like, shape or form, in a
graphical plot of the far-field scattering amplitude distribu-
tion, A(6, Af), two-dimensional function (i.e.. surface), and is
empirically determined from flow measurements of flowing
fluid 12, for example, by using system 10 for implementing
the present invention. The peak velocity, v,,,,, provided by
equation (10) also corresponds to the direction of a crest, or
crest-like, shape or form, which is ‘visually’ observable in a
graphical plot of the far-field scattering amplitude distribu-
tion, A(8, Af), two-dimensional function (surface).

Velocity Distribution of the Flowing Fluid

[0200] Thevelocity distribution of flowing fluid 12 is deter-
mined in terms of a probability distribution function, herein,
referred to as P(v), where v is the velocity component of
flowing fluid 12 which is normal or perpendicular to the
(x-axis) direction of (the beam of) transmitted ultrasound
waves 30.

[0201] Thevelocity distribution of flowing fluid 12 is deter-
mined from the preceding described crest, or crest-like, shape
or form, visually observed in a graphical plot of the far-field
scattering amplitude distribution, A(0, Af), two-dimensional
function (surface), and used for describing the mathematical
form of the peak velocity, v, ., of flowing fluid 12, as defined
by preceding equation (10). In some detection systems,
instead of fitting a line as described in the preceding section,
it may be preferable to find the peak velocity, v, directly
from the peak in the probability distribution function, P (v),
as described in the following.
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[0202] Inagraphical representation, the weight of the prob-
ability distribution function, P (v), at a particular velocity, v,
is proportional to the average value over a section of line
intercepting the origin of axes (0, Af) [for example, as shown
hereinbelow, in FIG. 5a of Example 2] of a two dimensional
function far-field scattering amplitude distribution, A(8, Af).
The velocity, v, that corresponds to that line is obtained from
the tangent of the line in terms of Af/6, based on the formula
v=[2m-Af]/[k,-6], obtained from rearrangement of preceding
equation (8) of the Doppler frequency shift, Af.

[0203] The probability distribution function, P (v), of the
velocity, v, is defined by the following equation (11a):

3 vko (11a)
Pa(v) =f d@A(@, —0]/1v
) on

[0204] Practical calculation of the probability distribution
function, P (v), is determined from a nearest neighbor inter-
polation of a matrix, A,,,, along the lines of different slopes,
using the following equation (11b):

9 o 1 (Lb)
Pi= Y A 526 [

6=0,

where N is a normalization factor, 8, and 6, designate the
range of scattering angles that the scattering amplitude is well
detected in the system (for example, values used in practice
for an ultrasound frequency of 5 MHz are about 6,=0.5° and
0,=2.5°), and where k, is the wavenumber of transmitted
ultrasound waves 30 (FIGS. 2 and 3) as defined hereinabove
in Step (b), in the context of equation (3) defining the “far-
field” scattering wave function, W(r,y),..; -

[0205] In addition, since there is remaining background
scattering and background noise that should not be included
in the probability distribution function, P (v), of the velocity,
it is required to have a condition which truncates the prob-
ability distribution function, P (v), of the velocity at a certain
truncation point or maximum velocity. The truncation point
or maximum velocity, v, __, is the highest value of the veloc-
ity, v, where the sum expressed by the following equation
(11c¢):

% (11c)

vk 2

0

ZAI-W(&, E@']/ Z 1
oy

0,=6,

becomes lower than a threshold value that is determined
according to the background scattering and background noise
in the specific system. Accordingly, this condition is
expressed (with suitable adjustment of the normalization fac-
tor, N) by the following equation (11d):

Pyv>y,

)

0 (11d)

Flow Rate, Q, of the Flowing Fluid

[0206] The flow rate, herein, referred to as Q, of flowing
fluid 12, is determined in terms of (i) the peak velocity, v ..,
of flowing fluid 12, as defined by preceding equation (10); (i1)
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the probability distribution function, P (v), of the velocity, as
defined and determined by preceding equations (11a, 11b,
11c, and 11d); (iii) the value of the cross-sectional area of
passage 14 through which flows fluid 12; and (iv) a statistical
geometrical factor, herein, referred to as G{P_}, representing
a function of various geometrical characteristics and param-
eters relating to flowing fluid 12, passage 14, transmission of
the ultrasound waves into flowing fluid 12, and measurement
of scattered ultrasound waves 32.

[0207] More specifically, the statistical geometrical factor,
G{P,}, is a function of several geometrical characteristics
and parameters, particularly, (1) the geometrical shape, form,
and dimensions (such as the diameter), of passage 14 through
which flows fluid 12; (2) the extent by which flowing fluid 12
occupies or fills the cross-sectional area of passage 14; (3) the
extent by which (the beam of) transmitted ultrasonic waves
30 propagate through the cross-sectional area of passage 14
through which flows fluid 12; (4) the geometrical shape, form,
and dimensions, of the transmitting region or zone of ultra-
sound wave transmitter assembly 18; and (5) the geometrical
shape, form, and dimensions, of the detecting region or zone
of ultrasound wave detector array assembly 22. Accordingly,
the statistical geometrical factor, G{P,}, depends upon the
quantity and extent by which fluid 12 flows through passage
14, and depends upon the design, construction, and operation,
of a particular system, for example, system 10, used for
implementing the method of the present invention.

[0208] For example, in the case wherein (the beam of)
transmitted ultrasonic waves 30 propagate through the entire
cross-sectional area of passage 14 through which flows fluid
12, then, the statistical geometrical factor, G{P,}, corre-
sponds to a coefficient having a constant value. Thus, the flow
rate, Q, of flowing fluid 12, is defined by, and determined
from, the following equation (12):

0=G{P Mdvv'P ). (12)

[0209] Additionally, for example, in the particular case
wherein the thickness (size along the z-axis) of (the beam of)
transmitted ultrasonic waves 30 is much less than the diam-
eter of passage 14, then, the statistical geometrical factor,
G{P_}, can be approximated by the following equation (13):

n (13

where S is the cross-sectional area of passage 14, and nis a
number having a value of about 7 (according to the model of
turbulent flow in a circular pipe, known as “the 7th root law”
[26]. More specifically, according to the flow rate flowing
fluid 12, n changes from about 6 at the onset of turbulence to
about 10 at a Reynolds number on the order of several mil-
lions.

[0210] Above illustratively described novel and inventive
aspects and characteristics, and advantages thereof, of the
present invention further become apparent to one ordinarily
skilled in the art upon examination of the following example,
which is not intended to be limiting. Additionally, each of the
various embodiments and aspects of the present invention as
delineated herein above and as claimed in the claims section
below finds experimental support in the following examples.
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EXAMPLES

[0211] Reference is now made to the following examples,
which together with the above description, illustrate the
invention in a non-limiting fashion.

Example 1

Ultrasonically Determining Flow Parameters of a
Fluid (Liquid Water)Flowing Through a Passage
(Silicon Rubber Pipe)

[0212] In Example 1. there was ultrasonically determining
flow parameters of a fluid (pure liquid water) flowing through
apassage (silicon rubber pipe). The silicon rubber pipe had an
inside diameter of 5 millimeters (mm), and a wall thickness of
2 millimeters (mm).

Experimental Procedure

[0213] Example 1 was performed by using the same experi-
mental measuring system which was used, and disclosed, in
the present inventors’ teachings [20, 21] of their initially
developed Near-field/Far-field transformation technique for
evaluating and analyzing velocity and vorticity fields in spa-
tial and temporal domains of a laminar or turbulent fluid
flowing through a passage. The experimental measuring sys-
tem was specially adapted and modified for ultrasonically
determining flow parameters of a pure liquid water type of
fluid flowing through a silicon rubber pipe type of passage, for
implementing the method of the present invention (as illus-
tratively described hereinabove, with reference to FIGS. 1-3).
Water was used as the acoustic coupling material between the
outside surface of the silicon rubber pipe and the transmitter
and detector arrays.

[0214] The experimental measuring system corresponded
to a ‘clamp-on’ type of experimental measuring system,
based on equipment and hardware, and associated software,
which included an ultrasound wave transmitter and an ultra-
sound wave detector array device, clamped on, in an oppo-
sitely facing configuration, to the outer walls of the silicon
rubber pipe through which the pure liquid water flowed, and
which operated by transmitting and detecting, respectively,
ultrasound waves that propagated normal or perpendicular to
the main or net flow direction of the flowing liquid water, and
were scattered by the flowing liquid water. Accordingly, the
experimental measuring system included the hereinabove
illustratively described main components of system 10 (FIG.
2).

[0215] In accordance with Step (a) of the method of the
present invention, for obtaining near-field measurements of
amplitude and phase change values of ultrasound waves
transmitted into, propagating through, and scattered by, the
flowing water, a highly coherent finite width (100 millimeter
(mm)), (pulsating) beam of ultrasound waves (sinusoidal,
frequency of 5.5 MHz, and pulse duration of 5 us) was gen-
erated by a transducer type ultrasound wave transmitter (con-
structed from a composite piezoelectric material), whose
transmitting region or zone was 100 millimeter (mm) long,
and the ultrasound wave pulses were transmitted into, propa-
gated through, and scattered by, the water flowing inside and
through the silicon rubber pipe type of passage.

[0216] Amplitude and phase of the scattered ultrasound
waves were detected by alinear detector array of 62 separate,
closely spaced apart by 1 millimeter (mm), simultaneously
and synchronously operative ultrasound wave detectors (fac-
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ing opposite, across from, and lying in the same plane as, the
ultrasound wave transmitter), which were operative with two
PC data acquisition cards, 62 lock-in amplifiers, and a corre-
sponding number of pre-amplifiers, according to a hetero-
dyne type scheme of data acquisition. Simultaneous sampling
of the ultrasound wave detectors over the linear detector array
channels was done 1,800 times per second.

[0217] In accordance with Step (b) of the method of the
present invention, the far-field scattering amplitude distribu-
tion, A(A, 6f), as a two-dimensional function of scattering
angle, 0, and Doppler frequency shift, Af, as defined herein-
above by equation (7), was determined from the preceding
described acquisition of near-field amplitude and phase
change values.

[0218] In accordance with Step (c) of the method of the
present invention, flow parameters of the flowing water were
determined from the preceding determined scattering ampli-
tude distribution, A(8, Af).

Experimental Results

[0219] The results obtained for Example 1 are presented in
FIGS. 4a and 45, which are three-dimensional graphical pre-
sentations of exemplary results of implementing the method
of the present invention, for ultrasonically determining flow
parameters of a pure liquid water type of fluid flowing
through a silicon rubber pipe type of passage.

For Non Flow (Background Noise) Conditions

[0220] FIG. 4a is a plot of the “background noise’ far-field
scattering amplitude distribution, A(8, Af), ‘normalized” with
respect to the transmitted ultrasound wave amplitude,
W, ......|, as a function of the scattering angle, 6, and Doppler
frequency shift, Af, for non-flow conditions, wherein the
transmitted ultrasound waves were scattered by the non-flow-
ing (stationary) water in the pipe.

[0221] From the results graphically presented in FIG. 4a, it
is concluded that, for non-flow conditions, the peak of the
normalized far-field scattering amplitude distribution, A(8,
AD/IY,,.,.| appearing near the zero value of scattering angle,
8, corresponds to the main signal of the beam of the transmit-
ted ultrasound waves spread around the zero value (i.e.,
absence) of the Doppler frequency shift, Af. This angular
offset is due to an offset (misalignment) of the direction of the
beam of'the transmitted ultrasound waves relative to the plane
of the linear array of the ultrasound wave detectors clamped
onto the pipe. Even though the pipe material causes or
induces scattering of the beam of the transmitted ultrasound
waves, such relatively insignificant scattering was absent dur-
ing the Doppler frequency shift analysis, and only the main
beam of the transmitted ultrasound waves is of significance.

For Flow Conditions

[0222] FIG. 4b is a plot of the ‘actual’ far-field scattering
amplitude distribution, A(0, Af), ‘normalized’ with respect to
the transmitted ultrasound wave amplitude, ¥, |, as a
function of the scattering angle, 0, and Doppler frequency
shift, Af, for flow conditions, wherein the transmitted ultra-
sound waves were scattered by the water flowing (moving)
through the pipe.

[0223] From the results graphically presented in FIG. 45, it
is concluded that, for flow conditions, the finger-like pattern
of the (Doppler) peak of the normalized far-field scattering
amplitude distribution, A(0, AD/IW, corresponds to the

rans‘ ’
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‘actual’ far-field scattering amplitude distribution of the scat-
tered ultrasound waves, as a function of the scattering angle,
8, and Doppler frequency shift, Af.

[0224] Thepeak velocity, v,,, ., being a positive or negative
magnitude of the velocity component of the flowing water
which is normal or perpendicular to the direction of the beam
of the transmitted ultrasound waves was evaluated from equa-
tion (10) (as described hereinabove, in Step (¢)):

~(270/ko)(OATBO) s (10)

Vpeak™

where (3Af/30)l .., is the partial derivative of the Doppler
frequency shift, Af, with respect to the scattering angle, 6,
corresponding to the slope, in terms of the Doppler frequency
shift, Af, axis, with respect to the scattering angle, 6, axis, of
the ‘best fitting’ line of the crest of the finger-like pattern of
the (Doppler) peak of the normalized far-field scattering
amplitude distribution, A(0,AT)/IW, . |, observed in FIG. 4b.
[0225] Based on the (operator) ‘known’ or pre-set (and
measured) flow rate of the water flowing through the pipe, the
(operator) known or pre-set peak velocity, v, of the flow-
ing water was calculated to be 1.7+0.1 meters per second
(m/s).

[0226] In accordance with Step (c) of the method of the
present invention, from equation (10), the ‘ultrasonically’
determined peak velocity, v, ., of the water flowing through
the pipe was evaluated to be 1.5+0.2 meters per second (m/s),
with uncertainty due to misalignment of the direction of the
beam of the transmitted ultrasound waves relative to the plane
of the linear array of the ultrasound wave detectors clamped
onto the pipe. The ‘ultrasonically” determined peak velocity,
Vyears OF the flowing water is in relatively good agreement
with the (operator) known or pre-set peak velocity, vz, of
the flowing water, thus providing a good exemplary indica-
tion of the accuracy of implementing the method of the
present invention.

[0227] The velocity distribution of the water flowing
through the pipe is determined from the preceding described
crest of the finger-like pattern of the (Doppler) peak of the
normalized far-field scattering amplitude distribution, A(0,
AD/NY,,.....l, observed in FIG. 4b.

rans

Example 2

Ultrasonically Determining Flow Parameters of a
Fluid (Liquid Water) Flowing Through a Passage
(Painted Steel Pipe)

[0228] In Example 2. there was ultrasonically determining
flow parameters of a fluid (tap water) flowing through a pas-
sage (painted steel pipe). The painted steel pipe had an inside
diameter of 102 millimeters (mm), and a wall thickness of 7
millimeters (mm).

Experimental Procedure

[0229] Example 2 was performed by using a similar
‘clamp-on’ type of experimental measuring and data acquisi-
tion system as the one used in Example 1, except for changes
in the acoustic coupling material and minor changes in the
detector array spacing and of the frequency of the transmitted
ultrasound waves. The experimental measuring system was
specially adapted and modified for ultrasonically determin-
ing flow parameters of tap water type of fluid flowing through
a painted steel pipe type of passage, for implementing the
method of the present invention (as illustratively described
hereinabove, with reference to FIGS. 1-3).
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[0230] In this example, epoxy glue was used as the cou-
pling material between the transducers (both transmitter and
detector arrays) and the painted steel pipe. The piezoceramic
plates in the transmitter and detector arrays were not in direct
contact with the pipe, but were separated by 5 mm thick
perspex layers glued with epoxy to the piezoceramic plates.
The spacing between the elements of the detector array was
1.5 mm and the ultrasound wave frequency was 5.0 MHz. In
Example 2, the painted steel pipe was installed on an indus-
trial facility for testing flow meters, and the flow rate was
determined by electromagnetic type flow meters.

Experimental Results

[0231] The results obtained for Example 2 are presented in
FIGS. 5¢ and 5b, which are graphical presentations of exem-
plary results of implementing the method of the present
invention, for ultrasonically determining flow parameters of
tap water type of fluid flowing through a painted steel pipe
type of passage. FIGS. 5a and 56 show the results of mea-
surements acquired during 80 seconds for a constant tap water
flow rate of 10.0+0.05 cubic meters per hour through the pipe.
[0232] FIG. 5a is a color map of a part of the logarithm of
the filtered and normalized far-field scattering amplitude dis-
tribution, A(6, AD/IV,,,..|, two-dimensional function, show-
ing lines of integrals which were used to calculate the prob-
ability distribution function, P,(v), in accordance with
hereinabove described equations (11a, 11b, and 11c).

[0233] FIG. 55 is a graphical plot of the (extracted) prob-
ability distribution function, P (v), of the velocity v, plotted
against velocity (v) [centimeters/second], that results from
calculation of line integrals performed on the data presented
in FIG. 5a. Negative values of P (v) can be interpreted as the
presence of a net opposite direction of flow of the tap water
through the pipe at a particular velocity (such presentation is
convenient for calculating the flow rate of the tap water).
[0234] As described hereinabove, the second case of step
(b) of the method of the present invention is based on, and
includes, transforming (via using a Fourier transform proce-
dure) the acquired near-field amplitude and phase change
values (from Step (a)) expressed in terms of time series in the
time domain, from the time domain to the frequency domain,
and using the acquired near-field amplitude and phase change
values expressed in terms of the frequency domain, for con-
structing the far-field scattering wave function in terms of the
frequency domain.

[0235] Thus, in accordance to the second case of step (b) of
the method of the present invention, for processing the results
of Example 2, values of the measurements were initially
transformed from the time domain to the frequency domain
using a fast Fourier transform (FFT). The FFT bank size was
16,384 data points and the pulse repetition rate was about
1800 Hz, hence, the frequency shift scale of the data spanned
between 0 to 900 Hz with a resolution of about 0.11 Hz. The
higher the size of the FFT bank, the higher was the dynamical
range of the flow rate measurement. The filtered far-field
scattering amplitude distribution, A(8, Af), was calculated
according to equation (7b).

[0236] The probability distribution function, P,(v), was
calculated from A(0, Af) according to equation (11b). The
black lines over the color map in FIG. 5a demonstrate some of
the lines integral chosen in calculation of the probability
distribution function, P(v), according to equation (11b).
Each section of line corresponds to a specific velocity, v, and
is located along a line that intercepts the origin of the axes and
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spans between 6,=0.75 degrees and 0,=2.4 degrees of the
scattering angle axis scale. The maximal velocity of P (v) was
determined at a point v, _, where all the values of equation
(11c) that correspond to v>v,, . were lower than a threshold
value. The threshold value was determined as the maximum
between a value above the background noise at non-flow
condition (0.001) and about ¥ of a filtered highest value of
equation (11¢) at the specific flow rate.

[0237] In accordance with step (c) of the method of the
present invention, the flow rate, Q, was calculated from the
probability distribution function, P (v), according to equation
(12), with the value of the statistical geometrical factor,
G{P,}, being G{P,}=S. With reference to FIG. 55, it is noted
that negative values of P (v) are allowable in the calculation
of the flow rate, Q, where such values represent an opposite
(negative) part of the fluid flow when the integral is limited to
values of the velocity, v, between v=0 and v=v,, .. (based on
use of the filtering procedure of equation (7b)). In the plot of
FIG. 5b, for values of velocity, v, near v=0, values of P 4(v)
become negative, possibly due to eddies (eddy currents) that
contribute negative fluid flow, thus a small part of such nega-
tive flow is subtracted from the total flow rate, Q. The calcu-
lated flow rate, Q, was found to be 10.0 0.1 cubic meters per
hour, exactly as expected.

[0238] Implementation of the method of the present inven-
tion was also successful using the same experimental setup
and a similar experimental procedure (only varying the filter-
ing procedure) for determining tap water flow rates in a range
of between 0.5 and 270 cubic meters per hour.

[0239] The present invention, as illustratively described
and exemplified hereinabove, has several beneficial and
advantageous aspects, characteristics, and features, which are
based on or/and a consequence of, the above illustratively
described main aspects of novelty and inventiveness.

[0240] First, the present invention is generally applicable
for ultrasonically determining flow parameters (particularly,
peak velocity, velocity distribution, and flow rate) of essen-
tially any type or kind, and form, of fluid (liquid or/and gas)
flowing through essentially any type or kind, and size, of
passage (channel, conduit, or duct) of essentially any type or
kind, and size (small scale, medium scale, large scale), of
process.

[0241] Second, the present invention is generally appli-
cable to a homogeneous or inhomogeneous, single phase or
multiple phase, particulate-free or particulate-containing, lig-
uid, such as water, an organic solvent, or a petroleum based
liquid, flowing through a passage (e.g., pipe, tube) of a
medium or large scale process (e.g., a residential or commer-
cial clean water or waste water distribution process, an indus-
trial manufacturing process, or a petroleum based liquid
transfer process), or, such as a biological liquid (e.g., blood,
urine, water), flowing through a passage (e.g., vessel, duct,
organ) of a small scale biological (e.g., human or animal)
process.

[0242] Third, the inventive method is generally applicable
to a turbulent flowing fluid or a laminar flowing fluid (i.e.,
characterized by a high or low Reynolds number, respec-
tively).

[0243] Fourth, the inventive method is generally imple-
mentable by using various different types of equipment and
hardware, and associated software, which are known for
ultrasonically determining flow parameters of a fluid flowing
through a passage. The inventive method is particularly
implementable by using ‘clamp-on’ types of equipment and
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hardware, and associated software, which include an ultra-
sound wave transmitter and an ultrasound wave detector
array, clamped on, in an oppositely facing configuration, to
outer walls of a passage through which the fluid flows, and
which operate by transmitting and detecting, respectively,
ultrasound waves that propagate normal or perpendicular to
the main or net flow direction of the flowing fluid, and are
scattered by the flowing fluid.

[0244] Fifth, in view of the preceding beneficial and advan-
tageous aspects, characteristics, and features, the present
invention is readily commercially applicable to a wide variety
of different fields and areas of industry which require, or
would benefit from, determination of flow parameters (par-
ticularly, peak velocity, velocity distribution, and flow rate) of
a fluid flowing through a passage.

[0245] Based upon the above indicated aspects of novelty
and inventiveness, and, beneficial and advantageous aspects,
characteristics, and features, the present invention success-
fully overcomes shortcomings and limitations, and widens
the scope, of presently known techniques in the field(s)
encompassing or/and relating to ultrasonically determining
flow parameters (particularly, peak velocity, velocity distri-
bution, and flow rate) of a fluid (liquid or/and gas) flowing
through a passage (channel, conduit, or duct).

[0246] It is appreciated that certain aspects and character-
istics of the invention, which are, for clarity, described in the
context of separate embodiments, may also be provided in
combination in a single embodiment. Conversely, various
aspects and characteristics of the invention, which are, for
brevity, described in the context of a single embodiment, may
also be provided separately or in any suitable sub-combina-
tion.

[0247] All publications, patents and patent applications
mentioned in this specification are herein incorporated in
their entirety by reference into the specification, to the same
extent as if each individual publication, patent or patent appli-
cation was specifically and individually indicated to be incor-
porated herein by reference. In addition, citation or identifi-
cation of any reference in this application shall not be
construed as an admission that such reference is available as
prior art to the present invention.

[0248] While the invention has been described in conjunc-
tion with specific embodiments and examples thereof, it is
evident that many alternatives, modifications and variations
will be apparent to those skilled in the art. Accordingly, it is
intended to embrace all such alternatives, modifications and
variations that fall within the scope of the appended claims.
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1. A method for ultrasonically determining flow param-
eters of a fluid flowing through a passage, by using far-field
analysis, the method comprising;

(a) acquiring near-field amplitude and phase change values
of ultrasound waves transmitted into, propagating
through, and scattered by, the flowing fluid,;

(b) determining a far-field scattering amplitude distribu-
tion, as a two-dimensional function of scattering angle
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and Doppler frequency shift, from said acquired near-
field amplitude and phase change values; and

(c) determining the flow parameters of the flowing fluid,

from said far-field scattering amplitude distribution.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein said near-field ampli-
tude and phase change values are acquired for a measuring
plane defined by, and including, a same plane of a transmit-
ting region or zone of an ultrasound wave transmitter device
and a detecting region or zone of an ultrasound wave detector
array device, wherein direction of said transmitted ultrasound
waves is normal or perpendicular to main or net direction of
flow of the flowing fluid.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein said near-field ampli-
tude and phase change values are acquired in a near-field
region or zone characterized and defined by a near-field dis-
tance extending or spanning from (i) a position or location of
a scatterer located within a scattering region or zone of the
flowing fluid subjected to, and scattering, said ultrasound
waves transmitted into, and propagating through, the flowing
fluid by an ultrasound wave transmitter device, until (ii) a
position or location of a detecting region or zone of an ultra-
sound wave detector array device detecting said scattered
ultrasound waves.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein said near-field region or
zone is characterized and defined by relation or condition:
byy=d*2}, wherein said parameter b, is said near-field
distance, said parameter d is smaller length of either (i) length
of transmitting region or zone of said ultrasound wave trans-
mitter device or (ii) length of said detecting region or zone of
said ultrasound wave detector array device, and said param-
eter A is wavelength of said transmitted or scattered ultra-
sound waves.

5. The method of claim 3, wherein said near-field distance
is evaluated for a measuring plane defined by, and including,
a same plane of a transmitting region or zone of said ultra-
sound wave transmitter device and said detecting region or
zone, whetein direction of said transmitted ultrasound waves
is normal or perpendicular to main or net direction of flow of
the flowing fluid.

6. The method of claim 3, wherein said scatterer is a feature
or characteristic of, or within, the flowing fluid which scatters
said transmitted ultrasonic waves propagating through the
flowing fluid, thereby causing a change in velocity of said
transmitted ultrasonic waves compared to velocity of said
transmitted ultrasonic waves propagating through the flowing
fluid which are not scattered by said feature or characteristic.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein said feature or charac-
teristic is an internally existing, or/and externally caused,
flow fluctuation arising due to a velocity, pressure, thermal,
concentration, or/and density inhomogeneity or gradient,
or/and turbulence, moving in the flowing fluid.

8. The method of claim 6, wherein said feature or charac-
teristic is an internally existing, or/and externally provided,
substance moving in the flowing fluid.

9-10. (canceled)

11. The method of claim 1, wherein said ultrasound waves
have a frequency in a range of between about 20,000 cycles
per second (20 kHz or 0.02 MHz) and about 20,000,000
cycles per second (20,000 kHz or 20 MHz).

12. (canceled)

13. The method of claim 1, wherein said transmitted ultra-
sound waves are transmitted into the flowing fluid by a clamp-
on type of ultrasound wave transmitter assembly, clamped
onto an outside surface of the passage in a configuration such
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that said transmitted ultrasound waves are transmitted into the
flowing fluid in a direction normal or perpendicular to main or
net flow direction of the flowing fluid.

14. The method of claim 1, wherein said ultrasound waves
are detected by a clamp-on type of ultrasound wave detector
array assembly, clamped onto an outside surface of the pas-
sage in a configuration such that said detected ultrasound
waves are detected in a direction normal or perpendicular to
main or net flow direction of the flowing fluid.

15. The method of claim 1, wherein said ultrasound waves
are detected by a clamp-on type of ultrasound wave detector
array assembly, clamped onto an outside surface of the pas-
sage in a configuration oppositely facing, and aligned with, an
ultrasound wave transmitter assembly, in a measuring plane
defined by, and including, a transmitting region or zone of
said ultrasound wave transmitter assembly and a detecting
region or zone of said ultrasound wave detector array assem-
bly.

16. (canceled)

17. The method of claim 1, wherein said near-field ampli-
tude and phase change values are acquired according to a
heterodyne type scheme of data acquisition, or a direct analog
to digital conversion type scheme of data acquisition.

18. (canceled)

19. The method of claim 1, wherein said far-field scattering
amplitude distribution is determined in a far-field region or
zone characterized and defined by a far-field distance extend-
ing or spanning from (i) a position or location of a scatterer
located within a scattering region or zone of the flowing fluid
subjected to, and scattering, said ultrasound waves transmit-
ted into, and propagating through, the flowing fluid by an
ultrasound wave transmitter device, until (ii) a position or
location located at or beyond a detecting region or zone of an
ultrasound wave detector array device detecting said scat-
tered ultrasound waves.

20. The method of claim 19, wherein said far-field region or
zone is characterized and defined by relation or condition:
b>>d%/2\, wherein said parameter b, is said far-field dis-
tance, said parameter d is smaller length of either (i) length of
transmitting region or zone of said ultrasound wave transmit-
ter device or (i) length of said detecting region or zone of said
ultrasound wave detector array device, and said parameter 2 is
wavelength of said transmitted or scattered ultrasound waves.

21. The method of claim 1, wherein said far-field scattering
amplitude distribution is determined for a far-field virtual
propagation of said ultrasound waves transmitted into, propa-
gating through, and scattered by, the flowing fluid, being
represented by far-field virtual transmitted ultrasound waves,
and far-field virtual scattered ultrasound waves, virtually
propagating in a direction of a far-field virtual position or
location located at a far-field virtual distance, at or beyond a
detecting region or zone of an ultrasound wave detector array
assembly detecting said scattered ultrasound waves.

22. (canceled)

23. The method of claim 1, wherein step (b) is performed
according to either a first case, based on using said acquired
near-field amplitude and phase change values expressed in
terms of time series in a time domain, or, a second case, based
on using said acquired near-field amplitude and phase change
values expressed in terms of frequency components in a fre-
quency domain, wherein said first case and said second case
differ according to order of using a Fourier transform proce-
dure.
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24. The method of claim 1, wherein step (b) includes con-
structing a far-field scattering wave function in terms of a
near-field scattering wave function, from said acquired near-
field amplitude and phase change values.

25. (canceled)

26. The method of claim 24, wherein said far-field scatter-
ing wave function is based on application of a mathematical
description of Huygens’ Principle of optics to said acquired
near-field amplitude and phase change values.

27. The method of claim 1, wherein step (b) is based on,
and includes, using said acquired near-field amplitude and
phase change values expressed in terms of time series in a
time domain, for constructing a far-field scattering wave
function in terms of said time domain, which is then trans-
formed, via using a Fourier transform procedure, from said
time domain to a frequency domain.

28. (canceled)

29. The method of claim 1, wherein step (b) is based on,
and includes, transforming, via using a Fourier transform
procedure, said acquired near-field amplitude and phase
change values expressed in terms of time series in a time
domain, from said time domain to a frequency domain, and
using said acquired near-field amplitude and phase change
values expressed in terms of said frequency domain, for con-
structing a far-field scattering wave function in terms of said
frequency domain.

30-31. (canceled)

32.The method of claim 1, wherein step (c¢) includes deter-
mining a peak velocity of the flowing fluid, being value of
velocity of the flowing fluid corresponding to a peak in dis-
tribution function of velocity component of the flowing fluid
which is normal or perpendicular to direction of said trans-
mitted ultrasound waves.

33. The method of claim 32, wherein said peak velocity is
defined by, and determined from, an equation including a
term for a partial derivative of said Doppler frequency shift
with respect to said scattering angle, and a term for wavenum-
ber of said transmitted ultrasound waves, corresponding to a
slope, interms of an axis of said Doppler frequency shift, with
respect to an axis of said scattering angle, of a best fitting line
of a crest, or crest-like, shape or form, in a graphical plot of
said far-field scattering amplitude distribution two-dimen-
sional function.

34. (canceled)

35. The method of claim 34, wherein said equation corre-
sponds to direction of said crest, or crest-like, shape or form,
which is visually observable in said graphical plot of said
far-field scattering amplitude distribution two-dimensional
fanction.

36. The method of claim 32, wherein said peak velocity is
used for determining a velocity distribution of the flowing
fluid.

37. The method of claim 36, wherein said velocity distri-
bution is determined in terms of a probability distribution
fanction of said velocity component of the flowing fluid
which is normal or perpendicular to direction of said trans-
mitted ultrasound waves.

38. The method of claim 33, wherein said crest, or crest-
like, shape or form, in said graphical plot of said far-field
scattering amplitude distribution is used for determining a
velocity distribution of the flowing fluid.



US 2011/0009745 A1l

39. The method of claim 37, wherein said peak velocity and
said probability distribution function are used for determin-
ing a flow rate of the flowing fluid.

40. The method of claim 37, wherein flow rate of the
flowing fluid is determined in terms of (i) said peak velocity,
(ii) said probability distribution function, (iii) value of cross-
sectional area of the passage through which flows the fluid,
and (iv) a statistical geometrical factor representing a func-
tion of geometrical characteristics and parameters relating to
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the flowing fluid, the passage, transmission of said ultrasound
waves into the flowing fluid, and measurement of said scat-
tered ultrasound waves.

41-46. (canceled)

47.The method of claim 1, wherein the passage is a vessel,
duct, or organ, of a small scale biological process, and the
fluid is a biological liquid.

% ok ok sk ok
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