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(57) ABSTRACT

An ultrasound diagnostic apparatus is connectable with an
ultrasound probe having a c-MUT element or a piezoelectric
ultrasound transducer, and includes a DC bias output portion,
a transmission signal output portion, an operation portion, a
control portion, and a display portion. The control portion
controls the DC bias output portion and the transmission
signal output portion so as to output an ultrasound transmis-
sion signal after applying the bias voltage when an instruction
signal instructing the start of transmission is inputted from the
operation portion, and so as to stop application of the bias
voltage after stopping output of the ultrasound transmission
signal when an instruction signal that instructs stopping of
transmission is inputted from the operation portion. The con-
trol portion causes a connection state showing which one of
the c-MUT element and the capacitive micro-machined ultra-
sonic transducer is connected to be displayed on the display
portion.

6 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets
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1
ULTRASOUND DIAGNOSTIC APPARATUS

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is a continuation application of PCT/
JP2011/059080 filed on Apr. 12, 2011 and claims benefit of
Japanese Application No. 2010-091672 filed in Japan on Apr.
12,2010, the entire contents of which are incorporated herein
by this reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to an ultrasound diagnostic
apparatus to which an ultrasound probe having a capacitive
micro-machined ultrasonic transducer can be connected.

2. Description of the Related Art

Conventionally, a ceramic piezoelectric material PZT (lead
zirconate titanate) has been used for piezoelectric elements
that convert electrical signals into ultrasound in ultrasound
transducers. However, a capacitive micro-machined ultra-
sonic transducer (hereunder, referred to as “c-MUT ele-
ment”) that is obtained by processing a silicon semiconductor
substrate using silicon micro-machining technology is
attracting attention.

A ¢-MUT element includes a planar first electrode that is
provided on a silicon substrate, and a planar second electrode
that is provided so as to face the first electrode with a prede-
termined cavity therebetween.

In an ultrasound diagnostic apparatus that generates an
ultrasound diagnostic image using an ultrasound probe hav-
ing the above described c-MUT element, transmission and
reception of ultrasound is performed by applying a driving
signal to one of the electrodes of the c-MUT element while
applying a bias voltage between the two electrodes to thereby
cause a film (a membrane constituting the second electrode)
at an upper part of the cavity to vibrate and transmit ultra-
sound, and detecting a returned echo signal with the film at
the upper part of the cavity.

That is, the ¢c-MUT element requires not only a driving
signal that is an RF signal for generating ultrasound, but also
requires a bias voltage at both a time of transmission and
reception. Consequently, the sensitivity of the c-MUT ele-
ment can be controlled by changing the bias level applied
thereto.

However, application of an excessive bias voltage to a
¢-MUT element causes a short circuit in the c-MUT element,
and as a result an overcurrent state is entered which leads to
damage of the c-MUT element.

To prevent such kind of damage to a c-MUT element due to
application of an excessive bias voltage, technology has been
proposed in which overvoltage detection means is provided
between the electrodes on the c-MUT element side and a bias
power source, and application of a bias voltage is stopped
when application of an excessive bias voltage is detected by
the overvoltage detection means (for example, see Japanese
Patent Application Laid-Open Publication No. 2007-29259).

Further, when the size of a bias voltage applied between the
electrodes of a ¢-MUT element exceeds a predetermined
range, a drum-shaped sacrificial layer that is inserted between
the electrodes enters a crushed state, i.e. a collapsed state. To
prevent excessive output of ultrasound to a subject at the time
of such a collapsed state, an ultrasound transducer and an
ultrasound diagnostic apparatus have been proposed that have
a protection circuit that is configured to detect a DC bias
voltage, and if the detected DC bias voltage exceeds a thresh-
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old value, to cut off an electrical connection between a DC
bias circuit and the ultrasound transducer by means of a
switch (for example, see Japanese Patent Application Laid-
Open Publication No. 2008-136725).

Furthermore, other examples of the prior art include, for
example, as disclosed in International Publication No. WO
2005/120130, an ultrasound probe apparatus that, at a time of
transmission, superimposes an RF signal, that is, a driving
signal, on a DC bias voltage that is outputted from a DC bias
generation circuit to an ultrasound transducer of a detachable
ultrasound probe.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An ultrasound diagnostic apparatus according to one
aspect of the present invention is connectable with an ultra-
sound probe having a capacitive micro-machined ultrasonic
transducer whose sensitivity can be controlled in accordance
with an applied bias voltage, and includes: a bias voltage
output portion capable of varying the bias voltage that is
applied to the capacitive micro-machined ultrasonic trans-
ducer; a transmission signal output portion that outputs an
ultrasound transmission signal to the capacitive micro-ma-
chined ultrasonic transducer; an operation portion that out-
puts an instruction signal that instructs the ultrasound diag-
nostic apparatus including the bias voltage output portion and
the transmission signal output portion; and a control portion
that, based on an instruction signal from the operation por-
tion, controls the bias voltage output portion and the trans-
mission signal output portion to control output timings of the
bias voltage and the transmission signal so as to output the
ultrasound signal after outputting the bias voltage or to stop
output of the bias voltage after stopping output of the ultra-
sound signal; wherein: a piezoelectric ultrasound transducer
that does not require bias voltage control can be connected to
the ultrasound diagnostic apparatus, and the ultrasound diag-
nostic apparatus further includes a display portion that dis-
plays an ultrasound image based on a reception signal that is
received by the capacitive micro-machined ultrasonic trans-
ducer; and the control portion causes a connection state that
shows which one of the piezoelectric ultrasound transducer
and the capacitive micro-machined ultrasonic transducer is
connected to be displayed on the display portion.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram that shows the overall configu-
ration of an ultrasound diagnostic apparatus according to a
first embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a flowchart that illustrates an example of control
of a control portion shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a time chart for describing operations of the
ultrasound diagnostic apparatus according to the first
embodiment.

FIG. 4 is a time chart for describing operations of the
ultrasound diagnostic apparatus according to the first
embodiment.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram that shows the overall configu-
ration of an ultrasound diagnostic apparatus according to a
second embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 6 is a time chart that illustrates changes in a bias
voltage and a transmission signal from a time of turning on
the power supply of the ultrasound diagnostic apparatus
according to the second embodiment.

FIG. 7 is a time chart that illustrates changes in a bias
voltage and a transmission signal when there is a freeze
request according to the ultrasound diagnostic apparatus of
the second embodiment.
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FIG. 8 is a block diagram that shows the overall configu-
ration of an ultrasound diagnostic apparatus according to a
third embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 9 is a flowchart that illustrates an example of control
of a control portion shown in FIG. 8.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Embodiments of the present invention are described in
detail hereunder while referring to the drawings.

First Embodiment

FIG. 1 to FIG. 4 relate to a first embodiment of the present
invention. FIG. 1 is a block diagram that shows the overall
configuration of an ultrasound diagnostic apparatus accord-
ing to the present embodiment.

An ultrasound diagnostic apparatus 1 according to the
present embodiment that is shown in FIG. 1 includes: an
ultrasound probe 2X that has a capacitive micro-machined
ultrasonic transducer (c-MUT element) 2; an ultrasound
observation apparatus 3 to which the ultrasound probe 2X is
connectable, and which drives the ¢-MUT element 2 and
performs processing to receive an echo signal obtained by the
¢-MUT element 2; and a monitor 4 that, by receiving input of
ultrasound image data that is outputted from the ultrasound
observation apparatus 3, displays an ultrasound image of a
subject that has been scanned with an ultrasound beam by
means of the c-MUT element 2.

The c-MUT element 2 of the ultrasound probe 2X includes
a planar first electrode 2B that is provided on a silicon sub-
strate 2A, and a planar second electrode 2D that is provided so
as to face the first electrode 2B with a predetermined cavity
2C therebetween. In this connection, although not shown in
the drawings, the second electrode 2D includes a membrane
for transmitting ultrasound and for detecting an echo signal.

According to the configuration shown in FIG. 1, a DC bias
voltage (hereunder, referred to simply as “bias voltage™) and
a transmission signal as a driving signal that is an RF signal
are applied to the first electrode 2B of the c-MUT element 2
from the ultrasound observation apparatus 3.

That is, the first electrode 2B is connected to a connection
terminal 3a of the ultrasound observation apparatus 3 by a
signal wire 12. The second electrode 2D is grounded. Note
that, although not shown in the drawings, at least the c-MUT
element 2 and the signal wire 12 are provided inside an
insertion portion having a bending portion and a flexible tube
portion of the ultrasound probe 2X.

The ultrasound observation apparatus 3 includes the con-
nection terminal 3a, a DC bias output portion 5, a bias com-
ponent cut-off capacitor 6, a transmission signal output por-
tion 7, a reception signal amplifier 8, a reception signal
processing portion 9, a control portion 10, and an operation
portion 11.

Inside the ultrasound observation apparatus 3, the connec-
tion terminal 3a is connected to the DC bias output portion 5
through a signal wire 13 and is connected to the transmission
signal output portion 7 through the bias component cut-off
capacitor 6.

The DC bias output portion 5 generates a bias voltage that
is required to drive the c-MUT element 2, and outputs the
generated bias voltage to the first electrode 2B of the c-MUT
element 2 via the signal wire 13, the connection terminal 3a,
and the signal wire 12. The DC bias output portion 5 is
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configured to be capable of varying the bias voltage applied to
the c-MUT element 2. Note that the other end of the DC bias
output portion 5 is grounded.

Further, the transmission signal output portion 7 generates
an RF signal, that is, a transmission signal that is a driving
signal, that is required to drive the c-MUT element 2, and
outputs the generated transmission signal to the first electrode
2B of the c-MUT element 2 via the signal wire 13, the con-
nection terminal 3a, and the signal wire 12. Note that the other
end of the transmission signal output portion 7 is grounded.

Thus, according to the configuration shown in FIG. 1, a
bias voltage and a transmission signal are applied to the first
electrode 2B of the ¢-MUT element 2, and in this case, the
bias voltage is applied in a manner in which the bias voltage
is superimposed on the transmission signal.

Further, a mid-point of the signal wire 13 between the bias
component cut-off capacitor 6 and the transmission signal
output portion 7 is connected to the reception signal process-
ing portion 9 via the reception signal amplifier 8 by the signal
wire 13.

The bias component cut-off capacitor 6 is provided
between the DC bias output portion 5 and the transmission
signal output portion 7. The bias component cut-off capacitor
6 prevents a DC component of the bias voltage from entering
a transmission and reception circuit system that includes the
transmission signal output portion 7 and the reception signal
processing portion 9.

A reception signal (echo signal) that is obtained by driving
the c-MUT element 2 by application of the bias voltage and
the transmission signal passes through the bias component
cut-off capacitor 6 and is amplified by the reception signal
amplifier 8, and is thereafter inputted to the reception signal
processing portion 9.

The reception signal processing portion 9 generates ultra-
sound image data by subjecting the inputted reception signal
to signal processing, and outputs the generated ultrasound
image data to the output terminal 35. The monitor 4 is con-
nected via the signal wire 14 to the output terminal 35. The
ultrasound image data that is outputted to the output terminal
35 is displayed by the monitor 4.

The operation portion 11 is connected to the control por-
tion 10. The operation portion 11 has various operation keys
including, for example, a freeze release key, a freeze key, and
atransmission start/transmission stop key. An instruction sig-
nal that is an operation signal generated by operation of any of
the various operation keys of the operation portion 11 is
supplied by the operation portion 11. For example, the opera-
tion portion 11 outputs an instruction signal that instructs the
release of a freeze state or the start of a freeze operation, an
instruction signal that instructs the start of transmission, and
an instruction signal that instructs stopping of transmission to
the control portion 10.

The control portion 10 can control the DC bias output
portion 5, the transmission signal output portion 7, and the
reception signal processing portion 9 based on the supplied
instruction signal. That is, the control portion 10 controls an
output (transmission) timing of a bias voltage and a transmis-
sion signal that are applied to the c-MUT element 2, and a
timing of processing a reception signal obtained by the
c-MUT element 2.

Next, operations of the ultrasound diagnostic apparatus of
the present embodiment are described using FIG. 2 to FI1G. 4.

In the ultrasound diagnostic apparatus 1 of the present
embodiment, when an instruction signal that instructs the
start of transmission is inputted from the operation portion 11
to the control portion 10, the control portion 10 controls the
DC bias output portion 5 and the transmission signal output
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portion 7 so as to output a bias voltage and thereafter output a
transmission signal. Further, when an instruction signal that
instructs stopping of transmission is inputted from the opera-
tion portion 11, the control portion 10 controls the DC bias
output portion 5 and the transmission signal output portion 7
so as to stop output of the transmission signal and thereafter
stop output of the bias voltage.

Further, the control portion 10 controls the DC bias output
portion 5 so as not to apply the bias voltage when the power
supply of the ultrasound diagnostic apparatus 1 is turned on.

A flowchart that illustrates a specific example of control of
the control portion 10 from the time of activating the appara-
tus is shown in FIG. 2.

Here, it is assumed that the power supply is turned on by
switching on an unshown power switch to carry out diagnosis
and examination of a subject using the ultrasound diagnostic
apparatus of the present embodiment.

After the power supply is turned on, the control portion 10
of the ultrasound diagnostic apparatus 1 reads out a program
for performing the processing shown in FIG. 2 from an
unshown memory and executes the program, and simulta-
neously controls so as to execute a freeze mode.

At this time, since the freeze mode is executed after the
power supply is turned on, the ultrasound observation appa-
ratus 3 enters a state in which a bias voltage from the DC bias
output portion 5 is not supplied to the c-MUT element 2. That
is, when the power supply of the ultrasound diagnostic appa-
ratus 1 is turned on, the control portion 10 controls the DC
bias output portion 5 so as not to apply a bias voltage to the
c-MUT element 2.

Subsequently, when executing the program for performing
the processing shown in FIG. 2, in the determination process-
ing in step S1, based on an instruction signal supplied from
the operation portion 11, the control portion 10 determines
whether or not the freeze mode has been released by operation
of the freeze release key of the operation portion 11 (alterna-
tively, the freeze mode has been released by operation of the
freeze key).

If an instruction to release the freeze mode has been input-
ted by an operation of the operation portion 11, next, in step
S2, the control portion 10 confirms that the c-MUT element 2
is connected. Thereafter, in the processing in step S3, the
control portion 10 controls the DC bias output portion 5 so as
to output a bias voltage to the c-MUT element 2. Subse-
quently, in the processing in step S4, the control portion 10
controls the transmission signal output portion 7 so as to
output a transmission signal.

In this connection, a determination as to whether or not the
¢-MUT element 2 is connected in the aforementioned step S2
is carried out, for example, by detecting an electrical current
value that flows to the ¢-MUT element 2 and determining
whether or not the c-MUT element 2 is connected based on
the detection result. Alternatively, a configuration may be
adopted that uses known technology that determines whether
or not the c-MUT element 2 is connected by assembling the
¢-MUT element 2 in an ultrasound probe shape, providing a
connector pin that connects with the apparatus in the probe,
and determining whether or not the ¢-MUT element 2 is
connected according to an open/short state of the pin.

Changes in the bias voltage and the transmission signal
from the time that the power supply is turned on are illustrated
in FIG. 3. Note that, a bias voltage shown in FIG. 3 represents
a bias voltage that is an output of the DC bias output portion
5, a transmission signal shown in FIG. 3 represents a trans-
mission signal that is an output of the transmission signal
output portion 7, and a signal wire 12 shown in FIG. 3 repre-
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sents a superimposed signal that is applied via the signal wire
12 connected to the c-MUT element 2.

As shown in FIG. 3, for example, when it is assumed that a
freeze release operation is carried out ata time t1, at such time
the DC bias output portion 5 is turned on by the control
portion 10. Thereupon, as shown by the bias voltage in FIG.
3, the DC bias output portion 5 gradually increases a bias
voltage value during a period from the time t1 to a time t2. The
DC bias output portion 5 outputs the bias voltage so as to be
a predetermined value that has been previously set at the time
2.

As shown by the signal wire 12 in FIG. 3, during the period
from the time t1 to the time t2, a change in the level of a signal
applied to the first electrode 2B of the c-MUT element 2 via
the signal wire 12 that is connected thereto increases from a
zero line to a bias voltage amount BV that has increased by a
voltage amount that is the same as the amount of increase in
the bias voltage (see the bias voltage in FIG. 3).

Thereafter, when outputting a transmission signal in the
aforementioned step S4, as shown by the transmission signal
in FIG. 3, the transmission signal output portion 7 outputs a
transmission signal at a timing such that the transmission
signal rises at a time t3 and falls at a time t4.

When the transmission signal is outputted at such a timing,
as shown by the signal wire 12 in FIG. 3, a transmission signal
is outputted to the signal wire 12 in a form in which the
transmission signal is superimposed on the bias voltage
amount BV during the period from the time t3 to the time t4.

Thereafter, when the transmission signal shown by the
signal wire 12 in FIG. 3 is outputted to the c-MUT element 2
through the signal wire 12, the c-MUT element 2 generates
ultrasound by means of the membrane of the second electrode
2D, detects a returned echo signal by means of the membrane
of'the second electrode 2D, and outputs the echo signal to the
ultrasound observation apparatus 3. As a result, the inputted
echo signal that is a reception signal is processed by the
reception signal processing portion 9 of the ultrasound obser-
vation apparatus 3 and thereby converted into ultrasound
image data. Thereafter, the ultrasound image data is displayed
using the monitor 4.

Returning again to FIG. 2, while continuing output of the
transmission signal in the processing in step S4 as described
above, the control portion 10 carries out determination pro-
cessing in the subsequent step S5. In the determination pro-
cessing in step S5, based on an instruction signal supplied
from the operation portion 11, the control portion 10 deter-
mines whether or not a request has been made to execute the
freeze mode by operation of the freeze key of the operation
portion 11.

If an instruction has been inputted to request execution of
the freeze mode by operation of the operation portion 11, in
the subsequent step S6, the control portion 10 controls the
transmission signal output portion 7 so as to stop output of the
transmission signal. Thereafter, in the processing in step S7,
the control portion 10 controls the DC bias output portion 5 so
as to stop output of the bias voltage that is being outputted to
the ¢c-MUT element 2.

Changes in the bias voltage and transmission signal from
the time that the freeze mode is executed in this manner are
shown in FIG. 4. Note that, a bias voltage shown in FIG. 4
represents a bias voltage that is an output of the DC bias
output portion 5, a transmission signal shown in FIG. 4 rep-
resents a transmission signal that is an output of the transmis-
sion signal output portion 7, and a signal wire 12 shown in
FIG. 4 represents a superimposed signal that is applied via the
signal wire 12 that is connected to the c-MUT element 2.
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As shown in FIG. 4, for example, when it is assumed that
the freeze mode has been executed before a time t13, by the
processing in the above described step S6, the transmission
signal output portion 7 is controlled so as to stop output of the
transmission signal that was being outputted. Thus, as shown
by the transmission signal in FIG. 4, the transmission signal is
not outputted from the time t13 onwards.

Thereafter, by the processing in step S7, the DC bias output
portion 5 is turned off at the time t13. Thus, as shown by the
bias voltage in FIG. 4, the DC bias output portion 5 gradually
decreases the bias voltage amount BV during the period from
the time t13 to a time t14, and stops (turns off) the output of
the bias voltage so that the bias voltage is zero at the time t14.

As shown by the signal wire 12 in FIG. 4, during a period
from the time t13 to the time t14, a change in the level of a
signal applied to the first electrode 2B of the c-MUT element
2 via the signal wire 12 that is connected thereto is a signal
change in which the transmission signal (see the transmission
signal in FIG. 4) that had been superimposed on the bias
voltage ceases, and then the bias voltage ceases in a manner in
which the bias voltage amount BV that had been superim-
posed decreases and becomes zero.

The control portion 10 executes the freeze mode in this
manner, and thereafter returns the processing to step S1 to
continue the determination processing in step S1.

As described above, when the freeze mode is released, the
control portion 10 applies a bias voltage and thereafter out-
puts a transmission signal. Subsequently, when the freeze
mode is executed, by the opposite procedure to that when the
freeze mode is released, the control portion 10 stops output of
the transmission signal and thereafter stops output of the bias
voltage. That is, these processing procedures performed by
the control portion 10 can prevent a transmission signal being
outputted in a state in which a DC bias voltage is not applied
to the c-MUT element 2.

Thus, according to the present embodiment, since a bipolar
transmission signal having positive and negative values is not
transmitted to the c-MUT element 2 in a state in which a bias
voltage is not being applied thereto, damage of the c-MUT
element 2 can be prevented by simple control as described
above.

Second Embodiment

FIG. 5 is a block diagram that shows the overall configu-
ration of an ultrasound diagnostic apparatus according to a
second embodiment of the present invention. In this connec-
tion, components of the ultrasound diagnostic apparatus
shown in FIG. 5 that are the same as those of the ultrasound
diagnostic apparatus according to the first embodiment are
denoted by the same reference symbols and a description of
such components is omitted, and only portions that are dif-
ferent from the first embodiment are described below. The
ultrasound diagnostic apparatus 1 of the first embodiment is
configured so as to apply a bias voltage and a transmission
signal to one of the electrodes of the c-MUT element 2,
namely, the first electrode 2B. However, an ultrasound diag-
nostic apparatus 1A of the second embodiment is configured
so as to supply a bias voltage to the first electrode 2B of the
¢-MUT element 2 and supply a transmission signal to the
second electrode 2D. That is, the present invention can be
applied in the same manner as in the first embodiment even
when an electrode to which a bias voltage is supplied and an
electrode to which a transmission signal is supplied in the
c-MUT element 2 are different.

The specific configuration is shown in FIG. 5.
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Although the ultrasound diagnostic apparatus 1A of the
present embodiment shown in FIG. § has the same compo-
nents as those of the first embodiment, namely, the ultrasound
probe 2X that has the c-MUT element 2, an ultrasound obser-
vation apparatus 3A, and the monitor 4, a connection con-
figuration between the c-MUT element 2 of the ultrasound
probe 2X and the ultrasound observation apparatus 3A, and
the internal configuration of the ultrasound observation appa-
ratus 3A are different from the first embodiment.

More specifically, as shown in FIG. 5, a bias voltage from
the ultrasound observation apparatus 3 A is applied to the first
electrode 2B of the c-MUT element 2, and a transmission
signal is applied to the second electrode 2D.

Thatis, the first electrode 2B is connected to the connection
terminal 3a of the ultrasound observation apparatus 3A by the
signal wire 12. Further, the second electrode 2D is connected
to a connection terminal 3¢ of the ultrasound observation
apparatus 3A by a signal wire 15 that is newly provided.

Although the ultrasound observation apparatus 3 A has the
same components as those of the first embodiment, the ultra-
sound observation apparatus 3A includes the newly provided
connection terminal 3¢ as described above.

Inside the ultrasound observation apparatus 3A, the con-
nection terminal 3a is connected to the DC bias output portion
5 via the signal wire 13. Further, the connection terminal 3¢ is
connected to the reception signal processing portion 9 and the
transmission signal output portion 7 via a signal wire 13A and
the reception signal amplifier 8.

The DC bias output portion 5 generates a bias voltage that
is required to drive the c-MUT element 2, and outputs the
generated bias voltage to the first electrode 2B of the c-MUT
element 2 via the signal wire 13, the connection terminal 3a,
and the signal wire 12.

Further, the transmission signal output portion 7 generates
an RF signal, that is, a transmission signal as a driving signal,
that is required to drive the c-MUT element 2, and outputs the
generated transmission signal to the second electrode 2D of
the c-MUT element 2 via the signal wire 13 A, the connection
terminal 3¢, and the signal wire 15.

According to this configuration, a transmission signal is
applied to the second electrode 2D in a state in which a bias
voltage is applied from the first electrode 2B side of the
¢-MUT element 2. An obtained echo signal (reception signal)
is amplified by the reception signal amplifier 8 and inputted to
the reception signal processing portion 9.

The reception signal processing portion 9 generates ultra-
sound image data by subjecting the inputted reception signal
to signal processing, and outputs the generated ultrasound
image data to the output terminal 35. The monitor 4 is con-
nected via the signal wire 14 to the output terminal 35. The
ultrasound image data that has been outputted to the output
terminal 354 is displayed by the monitor 4.

According to the ultrasound diagnostic apparatus 1A ofthe
present embodiment also, the output timings of a bias voltage
and a transmission signal that are applied to the c-MUT
element 2 are controlled by the control portion 10.

Similarly to the first embodiment, the operation portion 11
is connected to the control portion 10. The control portion 10
controls the DC bias output portion 5, the transmission signal
output portion 7, and the reception signal processing portion
9 based on instruction signals supplied from the operation
portion 11.

Further, similarly to the first embodiment, the control por-
tion 10 controls a timing of applying a bias voltage and of
transmitting a transmission signal to the c-MUT element 2,
and also controls a timing of processing a reception signal
obtained by the c-MUT element 2.
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That is, according to the present embodiment also, the
timing of applying a bias voltage and transmitting a transmis-
sion signal to the c-MUT element 2 are controlled by the
control portion 10, similarly to the first embodiment.

Changes in the bias voltage and the transmission signal
from a time that the power supply is turned on in FIG. 5 are
illustrated in FIG. 6. A waveform of the signal wire 12 for
supplying a bias voltage that is supplied to the first electrode
2B of the c-MUT element 2 is illustrated by a bias voltage in
FIG. 6, while a waveform of the signal wire 15 for supplying
transmission and reception signals that are supplied to the
second electrode 2D of the c-MUT element 2 is illustrated by
a transmission signal in FIG. 6. When it is determined in step
S1 of FIG. 2 that the freeze mode has been released by means
of the operation portion 11, and it is confirmed in step S2 that
the c-MUT element 2 is connected, in step S3 the control
portion 10 turns on the DC bias output portion 5. As shown by
the bias voltage in FIG. 6, a predetermined bias voltage that
has been set in advance is outputted from the time t1 to the
time t2. Subsequently, when the transmission signal is out-
putted in step S4 in FIG. 2, as shown by the transmission
signal in FIG. 6, the transmission signal is outputted so as to
rise at the time t3 and fall at the time t4.

In contrast, changes in the bias voltage and the transmis-
sion signal when there is a freeze request are shown in FIG. 7.
When the transmission signal is stopped in step S6 of FIG. 2,
as shown by the transmission signal in FIG. 7, the transmis-
sion signal is no longer outputted from the time t12 onwards.
Further, as shown by the bias voltage in FIG. 7, when the bias
output is stopped in step S7 of FIG. 2, output of the bias
voltage is stopped in a manner such that the bias voltage is
decreased during a period from the time t13 to the time t14
and is zero at the time t14.

The remaining configuration and operations are the same
as those of the first embodiment.

Therefore, according to the present embodiment, even
when a configuration is adopted so as to supply a bias voltage
to the first electrode 2B and supply a transmission signal to
the second electrode 2D of the c-MUT element 2, similarly to
the first embodiment, since a transmission signal is not trans-
mitted in a state in which a bias voltage is not applied to the
¢-MUT element 2, damage of the c-MUT element 2 can be
prevented.

Third Embodiment

FIG. 8 and FIG. 9 relate to a third embodiment of the
present invention. FIG. 8 is a block diagram that shows the
overall configuration of an ultrasound diagnostic apparatus
according to the third embodiment. FIG. 9 is a flowchart that
illustrates an example of control of a control portion shown in
FIG. 8. In this connection, in the ultrasound diagnostic appa-
ratus shown in FIG. 8 and the flowchart shown in FIG. 9,
components and processes that are the same as those of the
ultrasound diagnostic apparatus according to the first
embodiment are denoted by the same reference symbols and
step numbers and a description thereof is omitted, and only
portions that are different from the first embodiment are
described below.

According to the ultrasound diagnostic apparatuses 1 and
1A of the first and second embodiments, irrespective of the
operational status of the c-MUT element 2 that is the supply
destination, a bias voltage is applied. Therefore, depending
on the situation, there is a possibility that the side of the
circuits of the ultrasound observation apparatuses 3 and 3A
will be subjected to a load.
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Therefore, an ultrasound diagnostic apparatus 1B of the
present embodiment is provided with a bias voltage detection
portion 20 for monitoring a bias voltage applied to the c-MUT
element 2 in order to prevent a load from being applied on the
side of the circuit of ultrasound observation apparatus 3B.

The specific configuration is shown in FIG. 8.

Although the ultrasound diagnostic apparatus 1B of the
present embodiment shown in FIG. 8 has the same compo-
nents as the first embodiment, namely, the ultrasound probe
2X that has the c-MUT element 2, an ultrasound observation
apparatus 3B, and the monitor 4, the bias voltage detection
portion 20 is provided inside the ultrasound observation appa-
ratus 3B.

The configuration other than the bias voltage detection
portion 20 is the same as that of the first embodiment. That is,
the c-MUT element 2 and the ultrasound observation appa-
ratus 3B are configured and connected in the same manner as
in the first embodiment.

According to the present embodiment, as shown in FIG. 8,
an input end of the bias voltage detection portion 20 is con-
nected to an output end of the DC bias output portion 5, and
an output end of the bias voltage detection portion 20 is
connected to the control portion 10.

The bias voltage detection portion 20 detects a bias voltage
value that is an output of the DC bias output portion 5, and
outputs the detected bias voltage value to the control portion
10.

Also, in the ultrasound diagnostic apparatus 1B of the
present embodiment, output timings of a bias voltage and a
transmission signal that are applied to the c-MUT element 2
are controlled by the control portion 10 so as to be the same
timings as in the first embodiment.

Further, although not shown in the drawings, the control
portion 10 has an internal memory. A DC bias voltage speci-
fied value (threshold value) that is previously set is stored in
the memory. The DC bias voltage specified value is a favor-
able voltage value for normal operation of the c-MUT ele-
ment 2. Naturally, the DC bias voltage specified value can be
freely set and changed according to the kind of ¢-MUT ele-
ment 2 that is used.

In the present embodiment, during a period in which a DC
bias voltage is being applied to the c-MUT element 2, the
control portion 10 compares a detection result from the bias
voltage detection portion 20 and the bias voltage specified
value for normally operating the ¢c-MUT element 2. If the
detection result from the bias voltage detection portion 20
exceeds the bias voltage specified value, the control portion
10 controls so as to display an error message or the like to that
effect on the monitor 4.

It is thus possible to monitor whether a normal DC bias
voltage is being outputted to the c-MUT element 2.

Next, operations of the ultrasound diagnostic apparatus
according to the present embodiment are described using
FIG. 9.

A flowchart that illustrates a specific example of control of
the control portion 10 from a time of activating the apparatus
according to the present embodiment is shown in FIG. 9.

Here, it is assumed that the power supply is turned on by
switching on an unshown power switch to carry out diagnosis
and examination of a subject using the ultrasound diagnostic
apparatus 1B of the present embodiment.

After the power supply is turned on, the control portion 10
ofthe ultrasound diagnostic apparatus 1B reads out a program
for performing the processing shown in FIG. 9 from an
unshown memory and executes the program, and simulta-
neously performs control to execute the freeze mode.
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At this time, since the freeze mode is executed after the
power supply is turned on, the ultrasound observation appa-
ratus 3B enters a state in which a bias voltage from the DC
bias output portion 5 is not supplied to the c-MUT element 2.
That is, when the power supply of the ultrasound diagnostic
apparatus 1B is turned on, by the processing in step S10, the
control portion 10 controls the DC bias output portion 5 so as
not to apply a bias voltage to the c-MUT element 2.

Subsequently, similarly to the first embodiment, in the
determination processing in step S1, based on an instruction
signal supplied from the operation portion 11, the control
portion 10 determines whether or not the freeze mode has
been released by an operation of the freeze release key of the
operation portion 11 (alternatively, the freeze mode may be
released by an operation of the freeze key).

If an instruction to release the freeze mode has been input-
ted by an operation of the operation portion 11, next, in step
S2, the control portion 10 confirms that the c-MUT element 2
is connected. Thereafter, in the processing in step S3, the
control portion 10 controls the DC bias output portion 5 so as
to output a bias voltage to the c-MUT element 2. The pro-
cessing then shifts to execute determination processing in
step S11.

If the result determined by the determination processing in
the above described step S2 is that the c-MUT element 2 is not
connected, next, the control portion 10 performs the process-
ing in step S12 to display a message to the effect that the
c-MUT element 2 is not connected on the screen of the moni-
tor 4, and thereafter returns the processing to the above
described step S1.

Note that a piezoelectric ultrasound transducer that is other
than the ¢-MUT element 2 can also be connected to the
ultrasound diagnostic apparatus of the present embodiment.
Therefore, a configuration may also be adopted in which, in
the processing of the above described step S2, the control
portion 10 detects which one of the c-MUT element 2 and a
piezoelectric ultrasound transducer is connected, and in the
processing of the above described step S12, a connection state
showing which ultrasound transducer is connected is dis-
played on the screen of the monitor 4.

In the determination processing in step S11, the control
portion 10 compares a detection result from the bias voltage
detection portion 20 and the bias voltage specified value for
normally operating the ultrasound diagnostic apparatus, and
determines whether or not the detection result from the bias
voltage detection portion 20 is normal.

In this case, if the detection result from the bias voltage
detection portion 20 is the same as or less than the bias voltage
specified value, the control portion 10 determines that the
detection result is normal. Conversely, if the detection result
exceeds the bias voltage specified value, the control portion
10 determines that the detection result is not normal.

Ifit is determined in this case that the detection result from
the bias voltage detection portion 20 is not normal, in the
processing in step S12, the control portion 10 controls so as to
display an error message or the like that shows that the DC
bias voltage is greater than the bias voltage specified value
and is not a normal value on the screen of the monitor 4, and
thereafter returns the processing to step S1.

In contrast, ifitis determined that the detection result from
the bias voltage detection portion 20 is normal, next, in the
processing in step S4, the control portion 10 controls the
transmission signal output portion 7 so as to output a trans-
mission signal.

While continuing output of the transmission signal in the
processing in step S4, the control portion 10 carries out deter-
mination processing by executing the subsequent step S5. In
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the determination processing in step S5, based on an instruc-
tion signal supplied from the operation portion 11, the control
portion 10 determines whether or not a request has been made
to execute the freeze mode by operation of the freeze key of
the operation portion 11.

If an instruction has been inputted to request execution of
the freeze mode by operation of the operation portion 11, in
the subsequent step S6, the control portion 10 controls the
transmission signal output portion 7 so as to stop output of the
transmission signal. Thereafter, in the processing in step S7,
the control portion 10 controls the DC bias output portion 5 so
as to stop output of the bias voltage that is being outputted to
the ¢c-MUT element 2.

In this connection, the output timings of the bias voltage
and the transmission signals that are applied to the c-MUT
element 2 are controlled in the same manner as in the first
embodiment.

Thus, the control portion 10 executes the freeze mode, and
thereafter returns the processing to step S1 to continue the
determination processing in step S1.

Note that, although not shown in the flowchart in FIG. 9,
the DC bias voltage detection portion 20 may also be actuated
during a period in which ultrasound is being generated by the
¢-MUT element 2 (during scanning), in addition to a period in
which abias voltage is being applied to the c-MUT element 2.
As a result, if the DC bias voltage exceeds the bias voltage
specified value or is a value that is different to a set value, an
error message may be displayed on the screen of the monitor
4 and the freeze mode may be executed in the same manner as
a time of a freeze mode request, by performing control pro-
cedures so as to stop output of a transmission signal and
thereafter decrease and stop the DC bias voltage.

Further, although the control portion 10 executes control to
display an error message or the like on the screen of the
monitor 4 based on the result of comparing the detection
result from the DC bias voltage detection portion 20 with the
bias voltage specified value, the present invention is not lim-
ited thereto.

For example, the control portion 10 may control so as to
continuously display an output state of a bias voltage gener-
ated by the DC bias output portion 5 on the screen of the
monitor 4 based on a detection result from the DC bias volt-
age detection portion 20, to thereby enable monitoring of the
bias voltage that is applied to the c-MUT element 2.

Thus, according to the present embodiment, in addition to
obtaining the same effects as those of the first embodiment, by
adopting a configuration in which the bias voltage detection
portion 20 is provided for monitoring the bias voltage that is
applied to the c-MUT element 2, it is possible to prevent the
side of the ultrasound observation apparatus 3B circuit from
being subjected to a load due to application of a bias voltage.

The present invention is not limited to the embodiments
and modification examples described above, and various
changes and modifications are possible within a range that
does not depart from the scope of the present invention.

What is claimed is:

1. An ultrasound diagnostic apparatus that is connectable
with an ultrasound probe having a capacitive micro-machined
ultrasonic transducer whose sensitivity can be controlled in
accordance with an applied bias voltage, comprising:

a bias voltage output portion capable of varying the bias
voltage that is applied to the capacitive micro-machined
ultrasonic transducer;

a transmission signal output portion that outputs an ultra-
sound transmission signal to the capacitive micro-ma-
chined ultrasonic transducer;
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an operation portion that outputs an instruction signal that
instructs the ultrasound diagnostic apparatus including
the bias voltage output portion and the transmission
signal output portion; and

a control portion that, based on an instruction signal from
the operation portion, controls the bias voltage output
portion and the transmission signal output portion to
control output timings of the bias voltage and the trans-
mission signal so as to output the ultrasound signal after
outputting the bias voltage or to stop output of the bias
voltage after stopping output of the ultrasound signal;

wherein:

a piezoelectric ultrasound transducer that does not require
bias voltage control can be connected to the ultrasound
diagnostic apparatus, and the ultrasound diagnostic
apparatus further includes a display portion that displays
an ultrasound image based on a reception signal that is
received by the capacitive micro-machined ultrasonic
transducer; and

the control portion causes a connection state that shows
which one of the piezoelectric ultrasound transducer and
the capacitive micro-machined ultrasonic transducer is
connected to be displayed on the display portion.

2. The ultrasound diagnostic apparatus according to claim

1, wherein: the operation portion outputs at least instruction

signals that instruct a start of transmission and stopping of

transmission of the ultrasound transmission signal by the
transmission signal output portion; and

when an instruction signal that instructs a start of transmis-
sion is inputted from the operation portion, the control
portion controls the bias voltage output portion and the
transmission signal output portion so as to output the
bias voltage and thereafter output the ultrasound trans-
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mission signal, and when an instruction signal that
instructs stopping of transmission is inputted from the
operation portion, the control portion controls the bias
voltage output portion and the transmission signal out-
put portion so as to stop output of the ultrasound trans-
mission signal and thereafter stop output of the bias
voltage.

3. The ultrasound diagnostic apparatus according to claim

1, wherein:

the control portion controls the bias voltage output portion
s0 as not to apply the bias voltage when a power supply
of the ultrasound diagnostic apparatus is turned on.

4. The ultrasound diagnostic apparatus according to claim

1, wherein:

when the capacitive micro-machined ultrasonic transducer
is not connected when an instruction signal that instructs
a start of transmission is inputted from the operation
portion, the control portion controls the bias voltage
output portion so as not to apply the bias voltage.

5. The ultrasound diagnostic apparatus according to claim

1, further comprising;:

a bias voltage detection portion for monitoring that a bias
voltage that is being applied to the capacitive micro-
machined ultrasonic transducer is a specified value dur-
ing a period in which ultrasound is being transmitted
from the capacitive micro-machined ultrasonic trans-
ducer.

6. The ultrasound diagnostic apparatus according to claim

1, wherein:

the control portion causes an output state of the bias voltage
that is outputted by the bias voltage output portion to be
displayed on the display portion.

* * Ed Ed *
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