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TRANSESOPHAGEAL ULTRASOUND PROBE
WITH MOTOR IN THE TIP FOR SCAN-
PLANE ROTATION

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention is directed to transesophageal echocardio-
graphy (TEE) probes used for imaging human organs,
particularly the heart. TEE probes are well known in the art
and comprise an ultrasonic transducer mounted at the end of
a semi-flexible endoscope. The endoscope typically has an
articulation section at its distal end that allows the operator
to rotate or move the distal end of the endoscope such that
the ultrasonic transducer is optimally positioned for imaging
the relevant organ. Movement of the articulation section is
effected in a controlled manner through controls disposed on
a handle located on the proximal end of the endoscope. The
semi-flexible nature of the endoscope enables physicians or
clinicians to introduce the ultrasonic transducer through the
esophagus of a patient to a position where the heart or other
relevant structure can be ultrasonically imaged.

Early prior TEE probes permitted only single plane scan-
ning. Operators of these early TEE probes would rotate or
move the probe back and forth such that the beam of the
ultrasonic transducer would scan over a given scan plane.
Although this generation of TEE probe could provide the
operator with a single plane scan of a particular organ of
interest, it was unable to provide a multi-plane scan. Sub-
sequent TEE probes used two transducers to permit bi-plane
scanning in two fixed orientations.

Prior TEE probes were subsequently improved to permit
ultrasonic scanning in freely selectable multiple scan planes.
This multi-plane scanning was accomplished by mechani-
cally rotating the ultrasonic transducer of the TEE probe
from the proximal end of the probe. Mechanical rotation of
the ultrasonic transducer was accomplished with a mechani-
cal linkage that extended from the proximal end of the TEE
probe to the ultrasonic transducer located at the distal end of
the probe. The types of mechanical linkages used in these
prior devices are well known in the art, and included the use
of either a push/pull wire or a flexible axle. Operators of
these prior TEE probes could manipulate the mechanical
linkage, and thereby also the scan plane of the ultrasonic
transducer, through a handle located at the proximal end of
the TEE probe. The handle would use a mechanical transfer
mechanism (for example, a mechanical wheel) or motor to
manipulate the mechanical linkage of the TEE probe, and
thereby provide a multi-plane ultrasonic scan of the organ of
interest.

However, the use of mechanical linkages in prior TEE
probes limited the accuracy of the scan-plane angle that was
measured and indicated at the handle of the probe. This was
due primarily to the mechanical hysteresis and spring action
effects that resulted from using a mechanical linkage to
rotate the ultrasonic transducer. Further, the mechanical
nature of the linkages made them vulnerable to failure and
represented a negative contribution to the reliability of prior
TEE probes. In short, the detrimental effect on scan-plane
measurement accuracy associated with using mechanical
linkages in TEE probes, as well as decreased reliability, was
an undesired characteristic and limitation of prior TEE
probes.

Therefore, there is a need for a TEE probe that addresses
the prior problems and limitations associated with using a
mechanical linkage to rotate a transducer for obtaining
multi-plane ultrasonic scans of internal organs.
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2
BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In a preferred embodiment of the invention, a transesoph-
ageal ultrasound probe allowing for scan-plane rotation
includes an endoscope with a probe head connected to a
distal end of the endoscope. A transducer is secured to the
probe head, a transfer mechanism is connected to the
transducer, and a motor at the distal end of the endoscope is
connected to the transfer mechanism. An electrical wire is
connected to the motor and extends to the proximal end of
the transesophageal ultrasound probe. The configuration of
the motor, the transfer mechanism, and the transducer may
be changed in a number of ways to achieve varying perfor-
mance characteristics. Preferably, the motor, the transfer
mechanism, and the transducer are all disposed within the
probe head.

In an alternative embodiment, a transesophageal ultra-
sound probe allowing for scan-plane rotation includes an
endoscope with a probe head connected to a distal end of the
endoscope. A transducer is secured within the interior of the
probe head. Further, a transfer mechanism is secured within
the interior of the probe heat and connected to the trans-
ducer. Also, a motor is secured within the interior of the
probe head and connected to the transfer mechanism.
Finally, an electrical wire is connected to the motor and
extends to the proximal end of the transesophageal ultra-
sound probe.

The preferred embodiment has a number of advantages. In
particular, the present invention uses a motor in the distal tip
of the transesophageal ultrasound probe to allow a clinician
to alter the scan-plane of the transducer at will by rotating
the transducer around an axis perpendicular to the transducer
surface through the use of a transfer mechanism connected
to the transducer. The motor is powered through an electrical
wire, thereby eliminating the need for the mechanical link-
ages of prior devices. Other features and advantages of the
invention will became apparent from the description that
follows.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Additional objects and features of the invention will
appear from the following description in which the preferred
embodiments are set forth in conjunction with the accom-
panying drawings.

FIG. 1 is cross-section of the distal end of one embodi-
ment of a transesophageal ultrasound probe allowing for
scan-plane rotation.

FIG. 2 is one embodiment of a drive solution for a
transesophageal ultrasound probe allowing for scan-plane
rotation utilizing a ratchet mechanism.

FIG. 3 is an alternative embodiment of a drive solution for
a transesophageal ultrasound probe allowing for scan-plane
rotation utilizing a rotary motor.

FIG. 4 is an alternative embodiment of a drive solution for
a transesophageal ultrasound probe allowing for scan-plane
rotation utilizing a piezo motor.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

Turning to FIG. 1, one embodiment of a transesophageal
ultrasound probe allowing for scan-plane rotation 5 is illus-
trated. The transesophageal ultrasound probe allowing for
scan-plane rotation § includes an endoscope 10 with a probe
heat 20 connected to the distal end of the endoscope 10. The
probe head 20 includes a transducer 30, a motor 40, a
transfer mechanism 50, and an electrical wire 60, all of
which are secured within the probe head 20.
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The transfer mechanism 50 is connected to the transducer
30 in a2 manner that allows the transducer 30 to be rotated.
Any number of different transfer mechanisms 50 known in
the art may be used to rotate the transducer 30. The rotation
of the transducer 30 allows for rotation of the ultrasonic
scan-plane, as illustrated in FIG. 1. The motor 40 of the
probe head 20 is connected to the transfer mechanism 50 and
provides power or motive force to the transfer mechanism
50. The electrical wire 60 is connected to the motor 40 and
provides an electrical conduit for powering the motor 40.
The electrical wire 60 extends from the proximal end of the
transesophageal ultrasound probe allowing for scan-plane
rotation 5 to the motor 40 located at the distal end of the
transesophageal ultrasound probe allowing for scan-plane
rotation 5 and transmits power (e.g., electrical) to the motor
40.

Turning to FIG. 2, an embodiment of the transfer mecha-
nism 50 of the transesophageal ultrasound probe allowing
for scan-plane rotation 5 is illustrated which uses a ratchet
mechanism to rotate the transducer 30. In this embodiment,
the transfer mechanism 50 includes a ratchet 70 and a
plurality of gear teeth 80 secured about the transducer 30.
The ratchet 70 is connected to the motor 40. The motor 40
is designed to move the ratchet 70 in a manner that permits
the transducer 30 to be rotated in either a clockwise or
counterclockwise direction. The rotation of the transducer
30 is effected through the dynamic interaction of the ratchet
70 and the plurality of gear tecth 80 secured about the
transducer 30.

In a preferred embodiment, the plurality of gear teeth 80
is uniformly distributed about the transducer 30. However,
the dimensions of the plurality of gear teeth 80 may be
varied in a number of different ways well known in the art
to achieve the desired drive characteristics. For example, in
order to achieve sufficiently small increments of rotation of
the transducer 30 it may be necessary for the plurality of
gear teeth 80 to comprise geared helical, worm, bevel, or
hypoid teeth.

Turning to FIG. 3, an alternative embodiment of the
transfer mechanism S50 of the transesophageal ultrasound
probe allowing for scan-plane rotation 5 is illustrated which
uses a rotary motor 40 to rotate the transducer 30. In this
embodiment, the transfer mechanism 50 may include a
plurality of cogwheels 90 connected to the rotary motor 40.
The plurality of cogwheels 90 is secured to the transducer 30
in a manner that allows rotation of the transducer 30 in either
a clockwise or counterclockwise direction. The rotary motor
40 may be a DC, an AC, or a step motor. In a further
alternative embodiment, the plurality of cogwheels 90 may
comprise a worm screw or a driving belt as the means for
transferring movement to the transducer 30. The rotary
motors 40 described in this embodiment are well known in
the art and commercially available through a number of
companies, including through RMB, S. A.’s Smoovy prod-
uct line of micro drives.

Turning to FIG. 4, an alternative embodiment of the
transfer mechanism S50 of the transesophageal ultrasound
probe 5 is illustrated. In this embodiment, the motor 40 is a
piezo motor 110 and the transfer mechanism 50 includes a
stationary piezo drive 100 secured to the transducer 30. The
stationary piezo drive 100 may be secured to the transducer
30 in a variety of ways, including by clamping the stationary
piezo drive 100 to the transducer 30. The stationary piezo
drive 100 is driven by the piezo motor 110. In one
embodiment, the stationary piezo drive 100 may be a
pre-selective piezo ring comprising a ring of piezoelectric
material that is divided into discrete and separate fingers on
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the inside of the ring of peizo-electric material. The fingers
are then connected to electrodes and electronics that permit
the transducer 30 to be rotated through movement of the
fingers. The use of piezo motors and stationary piezo drives
to effect movement is well known in the art. It should be
appreciated that the precise geometric arrangement of the
piezo motor 110 and the stationary piezo drive 100 may be
varied to obtain a particular desired rotational characteristic
for the transducer 30 without departing from the scope of the
invention.

In one embodiment, the piezo motor 110 may be a
separate component that transfers movement to the trans-
ducer 30 through the stationary piezo drive 100 by mechani-
cal means, such as those typically used in conjunction with
a rotary motor. In an alternative embodiment, the piezo
motor 110 may be integrated with the transducer 30 to form
an assembly, with the stationary piezo drive 100 comprising
a ring secured around the circumference of the transducer 30
and being driven by the piezo motor 110. In a further
alternative embodiment, the piezo motor 110 may be located
underneath the transducer 30 to accommodate the use of a
large piezo motor 110. In this instance, the piezo motor 110
is preferably positioned such that motion is transferred
directly on an axis extending through the center of the rear
of the transducer 30.

The present invention thereby provides a transesophageal
ultrasound probe allowing for scan-plane rotation 5. The
scan-plane rotation is achieved by rotating the transducer
with a motor located at the distal tip of the transesophageal
ultrasound probe. The motor may be powered electrically,
pneumatically, or hydraulically. Also, the orientation
between the motor and the transducer may be varied as
necessary. The detrimental effect on scan-plane measure-
ment accuracy and device reliability is, thus, eliminated by
using the motor located at the distal tip of the transesoph-
ageal ultrasound probe to rotate the transducer instead of
using the mechanical linkages of prior transesophageal
ultrasound probe.

While the invention has been described with reference to
a preferred embodiment, it will be understood by those
skilled in the art that various changes may be made and
equivalents may be substituted without departing from the
scope of the invention. In addition, many modifications may
be made to adapt a particular situation or material to the
teachings of the invention without departing from its scope.
Therefore, it is intended that the invention not be limited to
the particular embodiment disclosed, but that the invention
will include all embodiments falling within the scope of the
appended claims.

‘What is claimed is:

1. A transesophageal ultrasound probe allowing for scan-
plane rotation comprising:

an endoscope;

a probe head connected to a distal end of the endoscope;

a transducer secured to the probe head,

a transfer mechanism secured about an outermost circum-

ference of the transducer;

a single motor at the distal end of the endoscope con-

nected to the transfer mechanism; and

an electrical wire connected to the motor.

2. The transesophageal ultrasound probe allowing for
scan-plane rotation of claim 1 wherein the transducer, the
transfer mechanism, and the motor are disposed entirely
within the probe head.

3. The transesophageal ultrasound probe allowing for
scan-plane rotation of claim 1 wherein the electrical wire
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extends from the motor to the proximal end of the transe-
sophageal ultrasound probe.

4. The transesophageal ultrasound probe allowing for
scan-plane rotation of claim 1 wherein the motor is a rotary
motor.

5. The transesophageal ultrasound probe allowing for
scan-plane rotation of claim 1 wherein the motor is a piezo
motor and the transfer mechanism is a stationary piezo drive
secured about the circumference of the transducer.

6. The transesophageal ultrasound probe allowing for
scan-plane rotation of claim 5 wherein the piezo motor is
positioned underneath the transducer and wherein the piezo
motor and the transducer share a common central axis.

7. The transesophageal ultrasound probe allowing for
scan-plane rotation of claim 1 wherein the transfer mecha-
nism comprises a ratchet connected to a plurality of gear
teeth secured about the circumference of the transducer.

8. A transesophageal ultrasound probe allowing for scan-
plane rotation comprising:

an endoscope;

a probe head connected to a distal end of the endoscope;

a transducer secured to the probe head;

a transfer mechanism secured about an outermost circum-
ference of the transducer;

a single motor at the distal end of the endoscope con-
nected to the transfer mechanism; and
an electrical wire connected to the motor and extending to
the proximal end of the transesophageal ultrasound
probe.
9. The transesophageal ultrasound probe allowing for
scan-plane rotation of claim 8 wherein the transducer, the
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transfer mechanism, and the motor are disposed entirely
within the probe head.

10. The transesophageal ultrasound probe allowing for
scan-plane rotation of claim 8 wherein the motor is a piezo
motor.

11. The transesophageal ultrasound probe allowing for
scan-plane rotation of claim 10 wherein the piezo motor is
positioned underneath the transducer and wherein the piezo
motor and the transducer share a common central axis.

12. A transesophageal ultrasound probe allowing for
scan-plane rotation comprising:

an endoscope;
a probe head connected to a distal end of the endoscope;
a transducer secured within the interior of the probe head;

a transfer mechanism secured within the interior of the
probe head and secured about an outermost circumfer-
ence of the transducer;

a single motor secured within the interior of the probe
head and connected to the transfer mechanism; and

an electrical wire connected to the motor and extending to
the proximal end of the transesophageal ultrasound
probe.

13. The transesophageal ultrasound probe allowing for
scan-plane rotation of claim 12 wherein the motor is a rotary
motor.

14. The transesophageal ultrasound probe allowing for
scan-plane rotation of claim 12 wherein the motor is a piezo
motor and the transfer mechanism is a stationary piezo drive
secured about the circumference of the transducer.
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