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(57) ABSTRACT

Provided is ultrasonic diagnostic equipment including: an
equipment body; a display unit provided to the equipment
body and configured to display an ultrasonic image; an equip-
ment-side connector provided in the equipment body; and an
ultrasonic probe having a probe-side connector to be con-
nected to the equipment-side connector in a detachable man-
ner. The ultrasonic probe is connected to the probe-side con-
nector through a cable and configured to send and receive
ultrasonic waves. The probe-side connector and the equip-
ment-side connector are formed in structures capable of send-
ing and receiving the ultrasonic waves even in the case of a
180-degree reverse connection of the probe-side connector to
the equipment-side connector.

6 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets
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ULTRASONIC DIAGNOSTIC EQUIPMENT

CROSS REFERENCE OF THE RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is based on and claims the benefit of
priority from Japanese Patent Application No. 2008-188926,
filed on Jul. 22, 2008; the entire contents of which are incor-
porated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to ultrasonic diagnostic
equipment.

2. Description of the Related Art

Ultrasonic diagnostic equipment is equipment which scans
the inside of a subject using ultrasonic waves sent from an
ultrasonic probe configured to send and receive ultrasonic
waves, receives reflected waves (echo waves) from the inside
of the subject, generates a reception signal by converting the
intensity distribution of the reflected waves into brightness
information, and forms an image indicating the internal state
of the subject based on the generated reception signal (e.g.,
see JP-A No. 2006-26046(KOKAT)).

In general, the ultrasonic probe is detachably connected to
the ultrasonic diagnostic equipment through a cable. The
cable has a probe-side connector provided on one end thereof.
The probe-side connector is for use in connection with the
ultrasonic diagnostic equipment. This probe-side connector
is inserted into an equipment-side connector of the ultrasonic
diagnostic equipment, and thus the ultrasonic probe is elec-
trically connected to the ultrasonic diagnostic equipment.

In general, however, the connection direction of the probe-
side connector with respect to the equipment-side connector
is fixed to one direction. That is, each of multiple pins of the
equipment-side connector must be connected to a predeter-
mined one of multiple pins of the probe-side connector.

For example, in portable compact ultrasonic diagnostic
equipment, the connection direction of a probe-side connec-
tor is fixed to such a direction that a cable extending from the
probe-side connector extends from the connecting portion
toward a patient when the probe-side connector is in a con-
nection completion state.

To an equipment body of such compact ultrasonic diagnos-
tic equipment, a display unit (display) configured to display
an ultrasonic image may be provided rotatably by using a
two-axis hinge, or a display panel (display unit) may be
provided in a slidable manner so as to cover an operation
panel. Accordingly, in some cases, the ultrasonic diagnostic
equipment is used in an upside down position. At the time of
the use thereof in an upside down position, the ultrasonic
diagnostic equipment is sometimes used at a position a cer-
tain distance above a floor by being hung on a wall or from a
ceiling.

When the above-described compact ultrasonic diagnostic
equipment is used in an upside down position, a cable extend-
ing from a probe-side connector first extends from the con-
necting portion in a direction (upward) opposite to that
toward a patient and then extends toward the patient (down-
ward). Since the cable first extends away from the patient, a
cable length needed to perform smooth examination cannot
be ensured. This results in poor operability. Further, in some
cases, an operator forces the cable to move around and thus
places a load on the cable.
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2
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An object of the present invention is to provide ultrasonic
diagnostic equipment in which a reduction in operability can
be prevented.

According to an aspect of the present invention, ultrasonic
diagnostic equipment includes an equipment body, a display
unit provided to the equipment body and configured to dis-
play an ultrasonic image, an equipment-side connector pro-
vided in the equipment body, and an ultrasonic probe having
aprobe-side connector to be connected to the equipment-side
connector in a detachable manner. The ultrasonic probe is
connected to the probe-side connector through a cable and
configured to send and receive ultrasonic waves. The probe-
side connector and the equipment-side connector are formed
in structures capable of sending and receiving the ultrasonic
waves even in the case of a 180-degree reverse connection of
the probe-side connector to the equipment-side connector.
The ultrasonic probe has a mechanism to indicate a 180-
degree reverse connection of the probe-side connector to the
equipment-side connector. The equipment body includes a
unit configured to detect a 180-degree reverse connection of
the probe-side connector to the equipment-side connector
using the mechanism.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1is an external perspective view showing a schematic
structure of ultrasonic diagnostic equipment according to a
first embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is an external perspective view showing the ultra-
sonic diagnostic equipment shown in FIG. 1 which is in the
state of being installed on a stand.

FIG. 3 is an explanatory diagram for explaining the con-
nection structure between the ultrasonic diagnostic equip-
ment shown in FIGS. 1 and 2 and an ultrasonic probe.

FIG. 4 is an explanatory diagram for explaining the con-
nection structure between the ultrasonic diagnostic equip-
ment according to a second embodiment of the present inven-
tion and an ultrasonic probe.

FIG. 5 is an explanatory diagram for explaining the con-
nection structure between the ultrasonic diagnostic equip-
ment according to a third embodiment of the present inven-
tion and an ultrasonic probe.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

First Embodiment

A first embodiment of the present invention will be
described with reference to FIGS. 1 to 3.

As shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, ultrasonic diagnostic equip-
ment 1 according to the first embodiment of the present inven-
tion includes a portable compact equipment body 2, a display
unit 3 rotatably provided to the equipment body 2 to display
an image, an input unit 4 provided in the equipment body 2 to
allow an operator such as a medical doctor to perform an input
operation, and a controller 5 located within the equipment
body 2 to control other units.

The equipment body 2 is an enclosure formed in a portable
size. This equipment body 2 has an equipment-side connector
2a for connection in a side surface thereof. An ultrasonic
probe 6 configured to send and receive ultrasonic waves is
connected to this equipment-side connector 2a through a
cable 64 and a probe-side connector 6.
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The ultrasonic probe 6 is connected through the cable 6a as
a connecting cable to the probe-side connector 65 formed to
be attachable and detachable to/from the equipment-side con-
nector 2a of the equipment body 2. When the probe-side
connector 64 is connected to the equipment-side connector 2a
ofthe equipment body 2, the ultrasonic probe 6 is electrically
connected to the ultrasonic diagnostic equipment 1 through
the cable 6a and the probe-side connector 65.

This ultrasonic probe 6 includes multiple ultrasonic trans-
ducers formed of material such as piezoelectric elements, and
is a device configured to send ultrasonic waves to a subject
with these ultrasonic transducers and to receive, as an echo
signal, waves reflected from the subject. This ultrasonic probe
6 is applied to the surface of a subject such as a patient by an
operator such as a medical doctor to send ultrasonic waves
and receive reflected waves in this state.

The display unit 3 is a display device configured to display
on a display screen 3a various images such as images (ultra-
sonic images) relating to a to-be-examined portion of the
subject. This display unit 3 is provided to the equipment body
2 by using, for example, a two-axis hinge so as to be rotatable
about two axes (see the directions indicated by arrows in FIG.
1). Thus, the facing direction of the display screen 3a can
freely be changed. Further, the display unit 3 is disposed on
the equipment body 2 in a way capable of covering the input
unit 4 when being closed toward the equipment body 2. It
should be noted that the display unit 3 may be, for example, a
liquid crystal display or an organic electroluminescence (EL)
display.

The ultrasonic diagnostic equipment 1 may, as shown in
FIG. 1, be mounted on a supporting base Al located beside a
bed on which a subject such as a patient lies, or may, as shown
in FIG. 2, be installed on a stand A2 serving as a supporting
member, or may be installed at a predetermined height by
being hung on a wall or from a ceiling. The equipment body
2 shown in FIG. 2 is in the state achieved by turning the
equipment body 2 shown in FIG. 1 upside down. Specifically,
the display unit 3 shown in FIG. 1 is turned by an operator so
as to cover the input unit 4 with the display screen 3a facing
outward, and is then closed toward the equipment body 2.
Thereafter, the equipment body 2 is turned upside down, and
then the ultrasonic diagnostic equipment 1 is installed on the
stand A2 as shown in FIG. 2.

Referring back to FIG. 1, the input unit 4 is an operation
unit configured to receive an input operation performed by an
operator such as a medical doctor. This input unit 4 includes
switches, buttons, a track ball, and the like. The operator
performs an input operation with the input unit 4 in order to
give various instructions to select an examination mode or a
shooting mode, to start or stop shooting, and the like.

The controller 5 includes a central processing unit (CPU)
configured to centrally control other units, a storage unit
configured to store various programs and various kinds of
information, and the like. This storage unit may be, for
example, ROM (read-only memory), RAM (random access
memory), flush memory, an HDD (hard disk drive), a record-
able DVD (digital video disc or digital versatile disc)
recorder, or the like.

This controller 5 generally reads and executes a boot pro-
gram based on a BIOS to start an OS (operating system),
which is basic software stored on the storage unit. Then,
based on various programs and various kinds of data stored on
the storage unit, the controller 5 executes a series of data
processing steps for performing data calculation or manipu-
lation or the like, an image displaying process for displaying
animage, a shooting process for performing shooting, and the
like.

40

45

50

4

In particular, the controller 5 sends a drive signal (electric
pulse signal as an excitation signal) to the ultrasonic probe 6,
receives a reflected signal (echo signal) from the ultrasonic
probe 6, generates an image (image data such as B-mode
image data or color Doppler image data) of a to-be-examined
portion ofa subject based on the received reflected signal, and
displays the generated image on the display unit 3.

Next, the connection structure between the probe-side con-
nector 64 of the ultrasonic probe 6 and the equipment-side
connector 2a of the equipment body 2 will be described.

As shown in FIG. 3, the probe-side connector 65 and the
equipment-side connector 2a are formed in structures capable
of'sending and receiving ultrasonic waves even in the case of
a 180-degree reverse (rotation) connection of the probe-side
connector 65 to the equipment-side connector 2a. At this
time, the probe-side connector 65 is rotated 180 degrees in a
plane orthogonal to the direction (insertion and removal
direction) in which the probe-side connector 65 is attached or
detached to/from the equipment-side connector 2a. That is,
the connection direction of the probe-side connector 64 is
reversed 180 degrees.

In the probe-side connector 64, first and second signal
blocks Ral and Ra2 are provided with a lock shaft S inter-
posed therebetween. In these first and second signal blocks
Ral and Ra2, multiple male pins (signal number: 1, 2, . . .,
191, 192, IDA, IDB, . . ., IDX, IDY, . . . ) are provided as
contact terminals. These male pins are electrically connected
to the ultrasonic probe 6 (respective ultrasonic transducers)
through the cable 6a.

Also in the equipment-side connector 2a, first and second
signal blocks Rb1 and Rb2 are provided with a lock hole H
interposed therebetween. In these first and second signal
blocks Rb1 and Rb2, multiple female pins are provided as
contact terminals. These female pins are electrically con-
nected to the controller 5 through equipment signal lines (not
shown).

When the lock shaft S is turned in the state of being inserted
in the lock hole H formed in the equipment-side connector 2a
of the equipment body 2, a lock pin (not shown) provided on
a tip-side portion of the lock shaft S in a protruding manner is
caught in the lock hole H. This locks the probe-side connector
65 of the ultrasonic probe 6 into the equipment-side connec-
tor 2a. It should be noted that one end of the lock shaft S is
fixed to a lever L (see FIG. 1) which can be turned by an
operator. Accordingly, an operator turns the lever L to lock or
unlock the probe-side connector 65 with respect to the equip-
ment-side connector 2a.

The signal arrangement of the probe-side connector 65 is
determined so that the arrangement of the terminals will be
point symmetric about the rotation axis of the lock shaft S.
Signals are arranged to be divided into two halves which are
respectively on opposite sides with respect to the center of the
symmetry. In the first signal block Ral, which corresponds to
one of the two halves, signal number sequentially increases,
starting from the minimum of all the signal numbers, from the
upper left toward the lower right in FIG. 3 in several rows,
thus finally reaching the maximum of the smaller half (1 to
96) of all the signal numbers.

In the second signal block Ra2, which corresponds to the
other of the two halves, signal number sequentially increases,
starting from the minimum of the larger half of all the signal
numbers, from the upper left toward the lower right in FIG. 3
in several rows, thus finally reaching the maximum of the
larger half (97 to 192) of all the signal numbers. It should be
noted that the signal corresponding to the maximum of all the
signal numbers is arranged at a position symmetric to the
signal corresponding to the minimum signal number.
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To electrically identify a 180-degree reversal of the probe-
side connector 65, some of the terminals are given IDs (IDA,
IDB,...,and IDX, IDY,...), which are identification codes,
thus enabling the detection of determination signals. This
achieves a mechanism to indicate a 180-degree reverse con-
nection of the probe-side connector 64 to the equipment-side
connector 2a.

Using the determination signals corresponding to the
above-described 1Ds, the controller 5 detects a 180-degree
reverse connection of the probe-side connector 65 to the
equipment-side connector 2a. If the controller 5 detects a
180-degree reverse connection of the probe-side connector 65
to the equipment-side connector 2a, the controller 5 performs
changes relating to the display of an ultrasonic image to
display the ultrasonic image in such a way that the ultrasonic
image looks the same as that before a reversal of the probe-
side connector 6b. For example, the controller 5 performs
changes relating to the display of the ultrasonic image by
reversing data when sending data to a display system or
writing data to memory where the data is to be stored.

Alternatively, if the controller 5§ detects a 180-degree
reverse connection of the probe-side connector 65 to the
equipment-side connector 2a, the controller 5 performs
changes (e.g., reverses sending and receiving) relating to the
sending and receiving of ultrasonic waves to display the ultra-
sonic image in such a way that the ultrasonic image looks the
same as that before a reversal of the probe-side connector 65.

Next, the attachment of the ultrasonic probe 6 to the afore-
mentioned ultrasonic diagnostic equipment 1 will be
described.

As shown in FIG. 1, when the ultrasonic diagnostic equip-
ment 1 is mounted on the supporting base A1, the probe-side
connector 64 is connected to the equipment-side connector 2a
in such a way that the cable 6a extending from the probe-side
connector 64 extends from the connecting portion toward a
patient (toward the front of the equipment). This ensures a
cable length needed to perform smooth examination, and thus
allows an operator such as a medical doctor to comfortably
perform examination using the ultrasonic probe 6.

As shown in FIG. 2, also when the ultrasonic diagnostic
equipment 1 is installed on the stand A2 (the equipment body
2 shown in FIG. 2 is in the state achieved by turning the
equipment body 2 shown in FIG. 1 upside down), the probe-
side connector 64 is connected to the equipment-side connec-
tor 2a in such a way that the cable 6a extending from the
probe-side connector 65 extends from the connecting portion
toward a patient (downward). This ensures a cable length
needed to perform smooth examination even in the state in
which the equipment body 2 is turned upside down, and thus
allows an operator such as a medical doctor to comfortably
perform examination using the ultrasonic probe 6.

In conventional connection, the equipment body 2 used in
an upside down position has poor operability because the
cable 6a extends away from a patient. In contrast, the equip-
ment body 2 employing the above-described connection
structure has operability similar to that before the equipment
body 2 is turned upside down because the cable 6a extends
toward a patient even in the case of the upside down position.
Further, the extension of the cable 6a toward a patient pre-
vents an operator from forcing the cable 6a to move around
and thus placing a load on the cable 6a.

Moreover, even when the equipment body 2 is used in an
upside down position, a reversal of the probe-side connector
65 is detected, and an ultrasonic image is displayed in such a
way that the ultrasonic image looks the same as that before a
reversal of the probe-side connector 65. This prevents a mir-
ror reversal of an ultrasonic image that would occur in the
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case of a 180-degree reverse connection of the probe-side
connector 64 to the equipment-side connector 2a.

As described above, according to the first embodiment of
the present invention, the probe-side connector 65 of the
ultrasonic probe 6 and the equipment-side connector 2a ofthe
equipment body 2 are formed in structures capable of sending
and receiving ultrasonic waves even in the case of a 180-
degree reverse connection of the probe-side connector 65 to
the equipment-side connector 2a. Accordingly, even when,
for example, the equipment body 2 is used in an upside down
position, the probe-side connector 65 can be connected to the
equipment-side connector 2a in such a way that the cable 6a
extending from the probe-side connector 65 extends from the
connecting portion toward a patient (downward). This causes
the cable 6a to extend toward a patient, and provides oper-
ability similar to that before the equipment body 2 is turned
upside down. Thus, a reduction in operability can be pre-
vented.

Further, a unit configured to detect a 180-degree reverse
connection of the probe-side connector 65 to the equipment-
side connector 2a is provided. When the unit detects such
connection, changes relating to the display of an ultrasonic
image or changes relating to the sending and receiving of
ultrasonic waves are performed to display the ultrasonic
image in such a way that the ultrasonic image looks the same
as that before a reversal of the probe-side connector 6b.
Accordingly, even when the equipment body 2 is used in an
upside down position, a reversal of the probe-side connector
65 is detected, and an ultrasonic image is displayed in such a
way that the ultrasonic image looks the same as that before a
reversal of the probe-side connector 65. This prevents a mir-
ror reversal of an ultrasonic image that would occur due to a
reverse connection of the probe-side connector 6.

Second Embodiment

A second embodiment of the present invention will be
described with reference to FIG. 4.

The second embodiment of the present invention is basi-
cally the same as the first embodiment. Accordingly, in the
second embodiment, portions different from those of the first
embodiment will be described. It should be noted that in the
second embodiment, the same portions as those of the first
embodiment will not be described.

As shown in FIG. 4, in the second embodiment of the
present invention, the probe-side connector 65 and the equip-
ment-side connector 2a are formed in structures capable of
sending and receiving ultrasonic waves and also displaying
an ultrasonic image in such a way that the ultrasonic image
looks the same as that before a reversal of the probe-side
connector 64 even in the case of a 180-degree reverse con-
nection of the probe-side connector 65 to the equipment-side
connector 2a. At this time, the probe-side connector 65 is
reversed 180 degrees in a plane orthogonal to the direction
(insertion and removal direction) in which the probe-side
connector 65 is attached or detached to/from the equipment-
side connector 2a. In other words, the connection direction of
the probe-side connector 65 is reversed 180 degrees.

In the first signal block Ral, multiple male pins (signal
number: 1,2, ..., 191,192, IDa, IDb, . . . ) are provided as
contact terminals, whereas, in the second signal block Ra2,
multiple male pins (signal number: 1, 2, ..., 191, 192, IDx,
1Dy, . ..) are provided as contact terminals. These male pins
are electrically connected to the ultrasonic probe 6 (respective
ultrasonic transducers) through the cable 6a.

In the first and second signal blocks Rb1 and Rb2, multiple
female pins are provided as contact terminals. The female
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pins of the first signal block Rb1 are electrically connected to
the controller 5 through equipment signal lines (not shown),
but the female pins of the second signal block Rb2 are not
electrically connected to the controller 5.

The signal arrangement of the probe-side connector 65 is
determined so that the arrangement of the terminals will be
point symmetric about the rotation axis of the lock shaft S.
Signals are arranged in the same manner in each of two blocks
Ral and Ra2 which are respectively on opposite sides with
respect to the center of the symmetry. In the first signal block
Ral, signal number sequentially increases, starting from the
minimum of all the signal numbers, from the upper left
toward the lower right in FIG. 4 in several rows, thus finally
reaching the maximum (1 to 192) of all the signal numbers.

Also in the second signal block Ra2, signal number
sequentially increases, starting from the minimum signal
number, from the upper left toward the lower right in FIG. 4
in several rows, thus finally reaching the maximum signal
number (1 to 192).

To electrically identify a 180-degree reversal of the probe-
side connector 65, some of the terminals are given IDs (IDa,
IDb, ..., and IDx, IDy, . .. ), which are identification codes,
thus enabling the detection of determination signals. This
achieves a mechanism to indicate a 180-degree reverse con-
nection of the probe-side connector 654 to the equipment-side
connector 2a.

In conventional connection, the equipment body 2 used in
an upside down position has poor operability because the
cable 6a extends away from a patient. In contrast, the equip-
ment body 2 employing the above-described connection
structure has operability similar to that before the equipment
body 2 is turned upside down because the cable 6a extends
toward a patient even in the case of the upside down position.

Moreover, even when the equipment body 2 is used in the
upside down position, the same connection as that before the
equipment body 2 is turned upside down can be obtained.
This prevents a mirror reversal of an ultrasonic image that
would occur in the case of a 180-degree reverse connection of
the probe-side connector 65 to the equipment-side connector
2a.

As described above, according to the second embodiment
of the present invention, effects similar to those of the first
embodiment can be obtained. Further, even when the equip-
ment body 2 is used in an upside down position, the same
connection as that before the equipment body 2 is turned
upside down can be obtained. This prevents a mirror reversal
of an ultrasonic image that would occur due to a reverse
connection of the probe-side connector 65.

Third Embodiment

A third embodiment of the present invention will be
described with reference to FIG. 5.

The third embodiment of the present invention is basically
the same as the first embodiment. Accordingly, in the third
embodiment, portions different from those of the first
embodiment will be described. It should be noted that in the
third embodiment, the same portions as those of the first
embodiment will not be described.

As shown in FIG. 5, in the third embodiment of the present
invention, a protruding portion 651 is provided on a side
surface of the probe-side connector 65, and a retractable pin
241 is provided in the equipment-side connector 2a. This pin
241l is pushed in by the protruding portion 651 in the state in
which the probe-side connector 65 is connected to the equip-
ment-side connector 2a. The pin 2a1 functions as a switch for
detecting a reversal of the probe-side connector 65. When the
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pin 2al is pushed in, the controller 5 determines that the
probe-side connector 65 is connected to the equipment-side
connector in the state of being reversed 180 degrees, and
displays an ultrasonic image in such a way that the ultrasonic
image looks the same as that before a reversal of the probe-
side connector 64, as in the first embodiment. In this case,
with the protruding portion 651, a mechanism to indicate a
180-degree reverse connection of the probe-side connector 65
to the equipment-side connector 2a can be achieved.

It should be noted that though the reversal detection is
performed with the protruding portion 651 and the pin 241 in
this embodiment, the present invention is not limited to this.
For example, the detection may be performed optically or
magnetically. Further, though the reversal detection is per-
formed on the ultrasonic diagnostic equipment 1 side, the
present invention is not limited to this. The reversal detection
may be performed on the ultrasonic probe 6 side.

As described above, according to the third embodiment of
the present invention, effects similar to those of the first
embodiment can be obtained. In addition, in comparison with
the first embodiment, a reversal of the probe-side connector
65 can be detected with a simple structure without providing
the ID terminals.

Other Embodiments

It should be noted that the present invention is not limited
to the above-described embodiments, and various changes
can be made thereto without departing from the spirit thereof.
For example, some of the components described in the above-
described embodiments may be omitted. Further, compo-
nents described in different embodiments may appropriately
be used in combination.

What is claimed is:

1. An ultrasonic diagnostic equipment comprising:

an equipment body;

a display unit provided to the equipment body and config-

ured to display an ultrasonic image;

an equipment-side connector provided in the equipment

body; and

an ultrasonic probe including a probe-side connector to be

connected to the equipment-side connector in detach-
able manner, the ultrasonic probe being connected to the
probe-side connector through a cable and configured to
send and receive ultrasonic waves, wherein

the probe-side connector and the equipment-side connec-

tor are formed in structures capable of sending and
receiving the ultrasonic waves even in the case of a
180-degree reverse connection of the probe-side con-
nector to the equipment-side connector,

the ultrasonic probe includes a detection mechanism to

detect electrical signals indicating a 180-degree reverse
connection of the probe-side connector to the equip-
ment-side connector,

the equipment body includes a detection unit configured to

detect the 180-degree reverse connection of the probe-
side connector to the equipment-side connector based on
the electrical signals detected by the detection mecha-
nism, and

the equipment body includes a display changing unit con-

figured to perform, if the 180-degree reverse connection
of the probe-side connector to the equipment-side con-
nector is detected by the detection unit, changes relating
to display of the ultrasonic image, and to display the
ultrasonic image such that the ultrasonic image looks the
same as that before a reversal of the probe-side connec-
tor.
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2. The ultrasonic diagnostic equipment according to claim
1, wherein

the detection mechanism includes a protruding portion
provided on the probe-side connector, and

the detection unit includes a switch provided in the equip-
ment-side connector and configured to be pushed in by
the protruding portion in a state in which the probe-side
connector is connected to the equipment-side connector.

3. The ultrasonic diagnostic equipment according to claim
1, wherein the detection unit includes an optical or magnetic
switch provided in the equipment-side connector and config-
ured to be turned on in a state in which the probe-side con-
nector is connected to the equipment-side connector.

4. An ultrasonic diagnostic equipment comprising:

an equipment body;

a display unit provided to the equipment body and config-
ured to display an ultrasonic image;

an equipment-side connector provided in the equipment
body; and

an ultrasonic probe including a probe-side connector to be
connected to the equipment-side connector in detach-
able manner, the ultrasonic probe being connected to the
probe-side connector through a cable and configured to
send and receive ultrasonic waves, wherein

the probe-side connector and the equipment-side connec-
tor are formed in structures capable of sending and
receiving the ultrasonic waves even in the case of a
180-degree reverse connection of the probe-side con-
nector to the equipment-side connector,
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the ultrasonic probe includes a detection mechanism for
detecting electrical signals indicating a 180-degree
reverse connection of the probe-side connector to the
equipment-side connector,

the equipment body includes a detection unit configured to
detect the 180-degree reverse connection of the probe-
side connector to the equipment-side connector based on
the electrical signals detected by the detection mecha-
nism, and

the equipment body includes a transmission changing unit
configured to perform, if the 180-degree reverse connec-
tion of the probe-side connector to the equipment-side
connector is detected by the detection unit, changes
relating to sending and receiving of the ultrasonic waves,

and to display the ultrasonic image such that the ultra-
sonic image looks the same as that before a reversal of
the probe-side connector.
5. The ultrasonic diagnostic equipment according to claim
4, wherein
the detection mechanism includes a protruding portion
provided on the probe-side connector, and
the detection unit includes a switch provided in the equip-
ment-side connector and configured to be pushed in by
the protruding portion in a state in which the probe-side
connector is connected to the equipment-side connector.
6. The ultrasonic diagnostic equipment according to claim
4, wherein the detection unit includes an optical or magnetic
switch provided in the equipment-side connector and config-
ured to be turned on in a state in which the probe-side con-
nector is connected to the equipment-side connector.
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