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(57) ABSTRACT

The power supply in ultrasound imaging includes a switched
capacitance. The capacitance is switched on to provide
power during generation of pushing pulses for elasticity
imaging and is switched off during other modes of imaging.
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SWITCHED CAPACITOR FOR ELASTICITY
MODE IMAGING WITH ULTRASOUND

BACKGROUND

[0001] The present embodiments relate to a power supply
for ultrasound imaging. Ultrasound imaging includes differ-
ent imaging modes. For B-mode, color or flow (Doppler)
mode, or M-mode, short pulses of only a few cycles each are
generated in sequence to scan the patient. For elasticity
mode (e.g., acoustic radiation force impulse or shear wave
modes), greater power in the form of pushing pulses is to be
applied to cause displacement of the tissue by the acoustic
energy. These pushing pulses for elasticity mode may have
a similar transmit amplitude as standard B-mode imaging
but with pulse durations that are longer (e.g., more than 100
times as long). Such long duration pulses are not immedi-
ately compatible with transmit power supply networks in
conventional ultrasound systems. The power provided by
the conventional transmit power supplies droops over time,
resulting in pushing pulses that may cause erroneous mea-
surements of elasticity.

SUMMARY

[0002] By way of introduction, the preferred embodiments
described below include methods, circuits, and systems for
power supply in ultrasound imaging. The power supply
includes a switched capacitance. The capacitance is
switched on to provide power during generation of pushing
pulses and is switched off during other modes of imaging.
[0003] Inafirst aspect, a transmitter system is provided for
ultrasound elasticity mode imaging. A transmitter connects
to a programmable power source and is connectable with
elements of an ultrasound transducer array. A capacitor
connects in series with a switch. The capacitor and switch
form a switchable path to ground from the connection of the
programmable power source to the transmitter. A controller
is configured to close the switch for the ultrasound elasticity
mode imaging and configured to open the switch for a
different mode of ultrasound imaging.

[0004] In a second aspect, an ultrasound system is pro-
vided for elasticity mode imaging with ultrasound. A power
supply has an output. A switch switchably connects between
the output and ground. A capacitor is connected in series
with the switch between the ground and the output.

[0005] In a third aspect, a method is provided for supply-
ing power to generate pushing pulses in elasticity mode
imaging by an ultrasound scanner. A supply from a capacitor
to an output of a power supply is switched on during the
elasticity mode imaging. The supply from the capacitor to
the output is switched off during another mode of imaging.
[0006] The present invention is defined by the following
claims, and nothing in this section should be taken as a
limitation on those claims. Further aspects and advantages
of the invention are discussed below in conjunction with the
preferred embodiments and may be later claimed indepen-
dently or in combination.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0007] The components and the figures are not necessarily
to scale, emphasis instead being placed upon illustrating the
principles of the invention. Moreover, in the figures, like
reference numerals designate corresponding parts through-
out the different views.
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[0008] FIG. 1 is a block diagram of one embodiment of an
ultrasound system with a switched capacitance in the power
supply;

[0009] FIG. 2 is a block diagram of an embodiment of an
ultrasound transmitter system with a switch and capacitor
for elasticity mode;

[0010] FIG. 3 is a block diagram of an embodiment of a
power supply with a switchable capacitance;

[0011] FIG. 4 is a flowchart diagram of one embodiment
of a method for supplying power during ultrasound imaging;
and

[0012] FIG. 5 is an example timing diagram for control of
the power supply with switched capacitance

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
AND PRESENTLY PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

[0013] An additional capacitor or capacitor bank may be
connected with the output of the power supply to provide
power to the transmitters for a pushing pulse. Such increase
in capacitance reduces the agility of the power supply. It
takes a while to charge the capacitance, so scanning may
need to be paused when there is a change in power to be
supplied. Dual mode imaging, where different powers are
provided for different modes, may have a reduced or unde-
sirable frame rate as a result.

[0014] To provide for agile transmit power supply for
elasticity mode imaging in ultrasound, a capacitor connected
to the output of the power supply is switched. A switchable
capacitor bank is added to the transmit network. A switch
enables the capacitor only when needed for elasticity mode
(E-mode) applications without altering the agility of the
transmit supply network when the E-mode capacitor bank is
disabled. The bank of capacitors may be switched in when
needed for E-mode.

[0015] The switch may be a back-to-back pair of N-chan-
nel power MOSFETs, providing current conduction in both
directions as needed. An intelligent control algorithm for
charging and discharging the E-mode capacitor bank ensures
the switch is only closed when the voltage across the
capacitor is close to zero volts to avoid large surge currents
in the switch. The control operates the switch and power
supply to control the transmit supply to optimize voltage
recharge and output current based on the position of the
E-mode switch. The controller manages the switch and the
regulator to charge the capacitor.

[0016] FIG. 1 shows one embodiment of an ultrasound
system for elasticity mode imaging with ultrasound. The
ultrasound system includes an ultrasound scanner 10 and
releasably or fixedly connected transducer elements 14 of an
array. The ultrasound scanner 10 includes beamformers,
filters, scan converter, and/or other components for scanning
a patient with ultrasound to generate an ultrasound image.
[0017] The ultrasound scanner 10 operates in selectable
ones or combinations of different modes, such as B-mode,
color or flow (e.g., Doppler) mode, M-mode, or elasticity
mode. Based on scanning a patient, the ultrasound scarner
10 generates an image of the patient according to the mode
or modes, such as indicating tissue elasticity at one or more
locations with or without a B-mode and/or color mode
image.

[0018] Any of various elasticity modes may be provided,
such as shear wave imaging or acoustic radiation force
impulse imaging (ARFI). The elasticity modes use one or
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more pushing pulses of tens or hundreds of cycles to cause
generation of a shear wave and/or to displace tissue. Each
pushing pulse may be followed by B-mode or a sequence of
short (e.g., 1-5 cycles) pulses for measuring response of
tissue to displacement. These following short pulses are used
to track the tissue over time after the displacement caused
directly or indirectly by the pushing pulse.

[0019] For scanning, the ultrasound scanner 10 includes a
power supply 11, a transmitter 13, and a ground path 15 with
a series capacitor 16 and switch 18 as a transmitter system.
The power supply 11 and transmitter 13 are configurable for
the various modes of imaging, such as having different
configurations for different modes. The power supply 11
may output different voltage levels for different modes. The
power supply is a positive or negative. Transformers may be
used to provide positive and negative powers for bipolar
waveform generation. For transmitters without a trans-
former, both positive and negative power supplies may be
used. The transmitter switches between these voltages to
make the output waveform. Separate ground paths 15 and
corresponding capacitors 16 and switches 18 are provided
for the positive and negative power supplies. The transmitter
13 generates electrical waveforms at different number of
cycles, frequencies, amplitudes, envelopes, apertures, or
another waveform or transmit characteristic depending on
the mode. For example, waveforms with different numbers
of cycles are generated for the different modes. The trans-
mitter system 1s configurable for ultrasound elasticity mode
imaging and other modes of imaging, such that different
configurations may be used at different times. The transmit-
ter system may be configured to operate at different powers
in a same mode, such as providing more power by increased
number of cycles per waveform for pushing pulses and less
power by decreased number of cycles per waveform for
tracking pulses in the elasticity imaging mode.

[0020] The transmitter system is provided as manufac-
tured in the ultrasound scanner 10. Alternatively, the trans-
mitter system of a previously manufactured ultrasound scan-
ner 10 is altered or replaced to include the transmitter system
of FIG. 1.

[0021] The transmitter system implements the method of
FIG. 4 or another method. Additional, different, or fewer
components may be provided. For example, other power
supplies and/or transmitters are provided. As another
example, the transmitter 13 is part of a transmit beamformer
with the power supply 11 being part of or separate from the
transmit beamformer.

[0022] The power supply 11 is a DC voltage source.
Current and/or alternating sources may be used. The power
supply 11 is programmable, such as providing different
current and/or voltage. Alternatively, a fixed power supply is
used with selectable voltage dividers, or a bank of selectable
power supplies is used.

[0023] FIG. 2 shows one embodiment of the power supply
11. The power supply 11 includes a system primary power
supply 20, a switch-mode regulator 22, and a low drop out
regulator 24. Additional, different, or fewer components
may be provided. In one embodiment, the system primary
power supply 20 provides 12 volt, 120-watt continuous
power with 300-watt peak at 1 second with an output of 12
volts and 25 amp peak current. The switch-mode regulator
22 generates a voltage of 12-84 volts with a current of about
4.9 amps at 55 volts for about 270 watts. The current is
inversely proportional to voltage so as to deliver constant
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power over the whole range. The low drop out regulator 24
removes or reduces switch noise to output 10-75 volts with
about 4.5-amp current at 50 volts for about 225 watts. Other
ranges of voltage and corresponding current may be pro-
vided. By controlling operation of the switch-mode regula-
tor 22, different voltages and/or currents are output to power
the transmitter 13. A fixed capacitance may be at the output
of the switch-mode regulator 22. The switching control of
the switch 18 may include managing the charging of this
fixed capacitance regardless of the mode of imaging since
changing the output voltage generally also requires changing
the voltage at the output of the switch mode regulator.

[0024] The power supply 11 has an output 12. The output
12 provides voltage to the transmitter 13. The transmitter 13
generates transmit waveforms for one or more transducer
elements 14 using the supplied power.

[0025] The transmitter 13 is a pulser, such as one or more
transistors for generating a unipolar or bipolar transmit
waveforms using the power from the power supply 11. The
transmitter 13 may be a plurality of pulsers for generating
waveforms for different transducer elements 14 in a transmit
aperture. The pulser may be a switch-mode pulser or a linear
pulser. Other waveform generators may be used.

[0026] FIG. 1 shows one transmitter 13. FIG. 2 shows
multiple transmitters 13, such as associated with different
transmit application specific integrated circuits and/or
groups of transducer elements 14. Any number of transmit
circuits may be provided. In one embodiment, the transmit-
ter 13 is or is part of a transmit beamformer.

[0027] The transmitter 13 is connectable with the elements
14 of the ultrasound transducer array. Since different trans-
ducer arrays may be used, the elements 14 may be connected
or disconnected from the transmitter 13, such as using a plug
or transducer connectors. For operation, the transmitter 13 is
electrically connected with the transducer elements 14 of a
transmit aperture to supply electrical excitation waveforms
for conversion into acoustic energy by the transducer ele-
ments 14.

[0028] The switch 18 is a transistor. The switch 18 may be
opened to prevent electrical connection or closed (short
circuit) to electrically connect. In one embodiment, the
switch 18 is an N-channel MOSFET, but P-channel MOS-
FET or other transistors may be used. FIG. 3 shows one
embodiment of the switch 18 formed from back-to-back
N-channel MOSFETs. The drains are connected together,
and the switch control is provided to both gates. This
back-to-back arrangement allows for current to flow in
either direction when the switch 18 is closed and prevents
current flow in either direction when the switch 18 is
opened. Other transistors may be used in back-to-back
arrangement. More than two transistors may be used.

[0029] The switch 18 is part of the path 15 from the output
12 of the power supply 11 or power supply input of the
transmitter 13 to ground. The switch 18 is shown between
the capacitor 16 and ground but may be between the power
supply 11 output and the capacitor 16 in other embodiments.
Other components may be provided in the path 15.

[0030] The switch 18 opens to disconnect the path 15 from
ground and closes to connect the path 15 to ground either
directly or indirectly through the capacitor 16. By connect-
ing to ground, the output of the power supply 11 charges the
capacitor 16. By connecting to ground, the capacitor 16 may
provide power to the transmitter 13. When disconnected, the
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capacitor 16 floats, so has reduced or no effect on the power
provided to the transmitter 13.

[0031] The capacitor 16 is one or more capacitors for
storing energy. For example, a bank of capacitors (e.g., two
or more) is provided so that 10-18 mF (e.g., 14 mF) of
capacitance is provided in a small space available in the
ultrasound probe and/or ultrasound scanner. In other
embodiments, a single capacitor is provided, at least for each
separate power supply 11. Other amounts of capacitance
may be provided. Where the switch 18 is implemented in an
active transducer like a matrix transducer, then the amount
of capacitance may be less.

[0032] The capacitor 16 connects in series with the switch
18 along the path 15 (i.e., from the output 12 of the power
supply 11 to ground). The capacitor 16 and switch 18 form
the switchable path 15 to ground from the connection of the
power source 11 to the transmitter 13. This arrangement
allows for charging the capacitor 16 and using the capacitor
16 to provide power for pushing pulses and removing the
capacitor from the power supply for other modes, avoiding
constraints on the agility of the power supply 11 to provide
programmable levels of power rapidly.

[0033] In one embodiment, the path 15 includes a bleeder
resistor 28 shown in F1G. 2. The bleeder resistor 28 connects
in parallel with the capacitor 16 to slowly drain charge from
the capacitor 16. In alternative embodiments, the bleeder
resistor 28 is not provided and/or other components to
reduce charge are provided.

[0034] For operation of the transmitter 13 with the power
supply 11, a capacitor 26 connects from the input of the
transmitter 13 or output 12 of the power supply 11 to ground.
The connection is fixed, connecting to ground without
switching. The capacitor 26 is not disconnectable from
ground and/or the output 12 but may be. The capacitor 26 is
asingle capacitor or bank of capacitors. The capacitor 26 has
a lesser capacitance than the capacitor 16, such as having 0.8
mF with an energy storage for supplying the transmitters 13.
This lower capacitance allows for more rapid recharging, so
the transmitter system operates in different modes with little
recharge time, such as less recharge time than the capacitor
16. The capacitor 26 may be used in B-mode, color or flow
mode, or other modes without delaying as recharge may
occur during the round-trip scan time.

[0035] The transmitter system and/or power supply 11 is
controlled by a controller 30. FIG. 3 shows the controller 30
and control arrangement for the power supply 11 and
transmitter system. The controller 12 is an integrated circuit,
such as an application specific integrated circuit or a field
programmable gate array. Alternatively, discrete compo-
nents or another circuit are provided. The controller 30 is
configured by software, hardware, and/or firmware to con-
trol the switch 18 and/or power supply 11.

[0036] The controller 30 controls the switch 18 and the
transmit power supply 11. To control the switch 18, a control
signal is output by the controller 30 to the gate of the switch
18 (e.g., to the gates of the back-to-back switches). Where
the switch 18 is formed from multiple transistors, the same
control signal is provided to each. Alternatively, separate
control signals are provided to the different transistors.
[0037] To control the transmit power supply 11, the con-
troller 30 outputs voltage and/or current control signals. The
voltage and current provided by the power supply 11 may be
separately controlled to provide the desired output power to
the transmitter 13 and/or charge the capacitor 16. The
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primary purpose of the current control is to determine the
rate of change voltage at the supply output 12. Controlling
current during voltage change and recharge intervals man-
ages thermal and electrical stress within the supply 11.
[0038] The controller 30 is configured to maintain the
switch 18 open during B-mode or other non-elasticity modes
of imaging and to close the switch 18 during elasticity mode
imaging. The capacitor 16 takes time to charge, so is not
active for modes of imaging other than elasticity mode or
any other mode using waveforms of ten or more cycles or
greater power by a factor of 2 or more than B-mode pulses.
For B-mode, color flow mode, M-mode, or other non-
elasticity modes, the switch 18 is controlled to be open. If
the switch 18 is closed, the switch 18 may be opened without
any delay. Opening the switch 18 causes the capacitor 16 to
float by disconnecting the path 15 from ground. As a result,
the capacitor 16 does not contribute power to the transmitter
and charge is not added. The switch 18 is always kept open
during the different mode or modes (i.e., during the non-
elasticity modes of imaging). This allows the power supply
11 to change between different power (e.g., voltage and/or
current) levels in real time with changes in scan mode.
Where interleaving is provided for scanning in different
modes, the capacitor 26 of the fixed connection may charge
rapidly enough to allow for the change in level without
introducing delay in scanning.

[0039] The controller 30 is configured to close the switch
for the ultrasound elasticity mode imaging. To avoid droop
in the power over time of the many cycle transmit waveform
to be generated for the pushing push, the capacitor 16 is
charged by closing the switch 18 and then used to provide
power with the power supply 11 over the length or time of
the pushing pulse.

[0040] For elasticity mode, the switch 18 may be closed
and opened. The switch 18 is closed to charge the capacitor
16 and then generate the pushing pulse. For tracking pulses
in elasticity mode, the switch 18 may be opened. The
charging time for the capacitor 16 may be acceptable as the
pushing pulse is not used directly to image, but instead
tracking pulses are used to measure the effect of the pushing
pulse. The switch 18 is opened for tracking and closed for
the pushing pulse. Any charge time (e.g., about 1 second)
before each pushing pulse may be acceptable as the frame
rate for elasticity imaging may be lower than for B-mode or
other modes of imaging. In alternative embodiments, the
switch 18 is maintained closed for both pushing and tracking
pulses in elasticity mode. In yet another embodiment, more
than one transmit power supply 11 is available to the
transmitters 13 and the transmitters 13 may quickly select
from these multiple supplies 11. All, some, or only one
supply 11 includes the switch 18 and corresponding path 15
while any of the other supply or supplies 11 are used for
other modes. This provides even more flexibility of supply
usage. For example, the supply 11 for elasticity mode may
be charging for pushing pulse generation while the other
supply 11 is used for tracking. When elasticity mode is not
being used, the supply 11 and other supplies are available.
[0041] The controller 30 is configured to control the power
supply 11 and the switch 18 to close the switch 18 after
establishing a voltage across the capacitor 16. The voltage
across the capacitor 16 may be different by various amounts,
such as a 30-volt difference (e.g., 75 volts at the output 12
and 45 volts at the switch 18). If the switch 18 were to close,
the voltage difference would result in undesired surge cur-
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rent. To avoid the undesired current, the voltage across the
capacitor 16 is measured. If there is a voltage drop, then the
transmit power supply 11 is adjusted to reduce or increase
the voltage at the output 12. The adjustment results in
substantially zero volts being across the capacitor 16. Sub-
stantially is used to account for +/-2 volts. Once the voltage
is substantially zero or at zero volts across the capacitor 16,
the switch 18 is closed (i.e., transition the switch 18 from
open to closed only when a voltage across the switch is
substantially zero).

[0042] The controller 30 is configured to control a current
from the power source or supply 11 when the switch 18 is
closed for charging the capacitor 16. The charging occurs
initially before transmitting the pushing pulse and may occur
during the elasticity mode. The power supply 11, such as the
low drop out regulator 24, may overheat. To prevent over-
heating, the current provided to charge the capacitor 16 from
the power supply 11 is limited. Once the switch 18 is closed,
the capacitor 16 begins to charge. The current is limited so
the charging may take 1 second or other amount of time to
avoid meltdown or harm from overheating. It may take 1
second to establish the voltage to allow closing of the switch
18 and to charge the capacitor 16 once closed. It may only
takes 50 ms to adjust the voltage across the switch 18 to near
zero. 50 ms slewing times may be desired for other modes
when the switch 18 closes almost instantaneously. To charge
the capacitor 16 takes additional time, such as up to 1
second. Other amounts of time may be used.

[0043] During elasticity mode, the charge of the capacitor
16 may be used to supply some of the power to the
transmitter 13. This results in reduction of the charge on the
capacitor 16. The current from the power supply 11 may be
controlled to recharge in an on-going manner or during the
elasticity mode. For example, a 100 Hz pulse repetition
frequency is provided. The 100 Hz pulse repetition fre-
quency may be maintained for about 1 second. The amount
of charge used may be replaced in about 10 ms. For example,
the power is output over about 0.3 ms, then the capacitor is
charged over 10 ms. Other times may be used. The output
current of the low drop out regulator is limited to provide
recharge over the 10 ms or other period, avoiding overheat-
ing.

[0044] For interleaving the elasticity mode with B-mode
or other modes, the transmitters 13 may generate a sequence
of transmit waveforms for the different modes. The power
supply 11 is programmed to change the power (e.g., voltage
level) to be different for the different modes, alternating
between two or more power levels due to the interleaving.
The switch 18 and power supply 11 are controlled to provide
the different power levels and power as needed.

[0045] FIG. 4 shows one embodiment of a method for
supplying power to generate pushing pulses in elasticity
mode imaging by an ultrasound scanner. The method uses a
switched capacitance for elasticity mode imaging and
switches off the capacitance for other modes. The ultrasound
system of FIG. 1, the transmitter system of FIG. 2, and/or the
power supply of FIG. 3 are used to implement the method.
Other systems with a switched capacitance may be used.

[0046] The method is performed in the order shown or
another order (e.g., act 42, then act 48 or vise versa).
Additional, different, or fewer acts may be provided. For
example, acts 44 and/or 46 are not performed. As another
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example, act 42 is performed without performing act 48,
such as where elasticity mode imaging is the only mode used
for a given period.

[0047] In act 42, capacitance-based power is switched on.
A controller closes a switch, connecting a capacitor to an
input of the transmitter or output of the power supply. The
capacitor supplies power, with the power supply, to the
transmitter. Due to the capacitor as a switched source of
power, droop in the power supplied for pushing pulses in
elasticity mode imaging is limited or avoided. In particular,
droop may be limited in the case of switch-type pulsers and
eliminated entirely in the case of linear-driver pulsers.
[0048] The capacitance-based power is switched on for
elasticity mode of imaging. Once the elasticity mode is
activated or in preparation for the elasticity mode, the
capacitor is switched into the power supply to the transmit-
ter. The capacitor is switched on for pushing pulses and/or
pushing and tracking pulses of the elasticity mode. In one
embodiment, the capacitance is switched on for pushing
pulses and not for tracking pulses (i.e., switched off for
tracking pulses).

[0049] To switch the capacitance-based power on, the
controller controls transistors. A control signal is sent to a
switch comnected in series with the capacitor or capacitor
bank. The control signal turns on one or more transistors,
connecting the capacitor to ground.

[0050] To avoid undesired current, the switching to on
may occur after establishing a substantially zero voltage
across the capacitor in act 44. The controller senses a voltage
across the capacitor, such as across a bleeder resistor con-
nected in parallel with the capacitor. If the voltage across the
capacitor is not substantially zero, the voltage of the power
supply is adjusted to cause the voltage across the capacitor
to be substantially zero. The switch is then closed.

[0051] To avoid overheating of the power supply, the
current from the power supply to charge the capacitor is
limited in act 46. The controller controls the power supply
to limit the output current. The capacitor is charged prior to
transmitting a pushing pulse. The current limit is the same or
different for the initial charge versus recharging for subse-
quent pushing pulses during one activation of the elasticity
mode of imaging. The current is limited based on avoiding
overheating and/or the time available to charge. For an
initial charge, one or more seconds may be available to close
the switch to switch on the capacitance-based power and to
charge the capacitor once closed to provide the power. For
subsequent pushing pulses, less than all the power may be
drained from the capacitor. As a result, a different current
level may be provided to recharge, such as current to
recharge over 10 ms or another period.

[0052] FIG. 5 shows a timing diagram for acts 42, 44, and
46. The timing for several switch sequences—between
B-mode in periods 50, 54 and 62 and pushing pulses or
elasticity mode in periods 52 and 60, and Doppler mode in
period 58. The switch is open during period 50. In this
period 50, B-mode imaging may be occurring. At the end of
the B-mode imaging, the bottom plate of the capacitor is
discharged to 0 volts. The voltage of the top plate similarly
discharges to close to zero volts. In period 52, the switch is
closed. The bottom plate stays at 0 volts, and the top plate
charges to the voltage for supplying the pushing pulse and
for tracking pulses of the elasticity mode. The pushing pulse
and tracking pulses are then generated. For B-mode scan-
ning after the elasticity mode operation, the switch is opened
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in period 54. In this period 54, the voltage of the top plate
is increased to the voltage for B-mode imaging, allowing
operation at a B-mode target voltage. The bottom plate
likewise increases in voltage. At the end of the period 54, the
top plate is discharged to a lesser voltage as the bottom plate
discharges to 0 volts. In period 56, the switch is again closed.
During this period 56, the top plate is charged to the voltage
for supplying the pushing and tracking pulses, which are
generated. If Doppler imaging is interleaved, the switch may
be opened in period 58. During the period 58, the top plate
is discharged to reach a lower target voltage for supplying
power for Doppler transmissions, resulting in the bottom
plate discharging, such as below 0 volts. The Doppler pulses
are generated. At the end of the period 58, the bottom plate
is charged to 0 volts. In period 60, other pushing and
tracking pulses are generated for elasticity mode, so the top
plate is charged to the elasticity mode voltage and then the
pulses are generated. In period 62, the scanning returns to
B-mode imaging, so the switch is opened, the top plate is
charged to the target voltage for B-mode transmission, and
then B-mode pulses are generated. Other sequences and
corresponding charge and discharges may be used. The
change from Doppler mode to elasticity modes illustrates
why the switch must both conduct and isolate in both
polarities as the bottom plate voltage may drop below 0
volts.
[0053] Ttis not a requirement that the switch be opened for
non-elasticity modes. If the voltage is at a level needed for
the other mode, then the switch need not be opened. The
main reason to open the switch in non-elasticity mode is to
make it easy to quickly change the voltage to what is needed
for that non-elasticity mode. If no change is needed, the
switch may be left closed. The power supply is program-
mable, so is capable of being set almost continuously over
the whole range. The supply may be limited to a narrower set
of used voltages to minimize the number of voltage change
events.
[0054] Returning to FIG. 4, the supply of power from the
capacitor is switched off in act 48. The capacitor is discon-
nected from ground so that the capacitor does not output
power to the transmitter and so that charge is not added. This
disconnection is provided for any other modes of imaging
(e.g., for other modes than elasticity mode). By removing
the capacitor as a source for power, the time to safely
recharge the capacitor is not needed. As a result, the power
supply may more quickly adjust the power level (e.g.,
voltage level) being supplied. This may result in a quicker
frame rate or pulse repetition frequency than if the capacitor
was switched on.
[0055] While the invention has been described above by
reference to various embodiments, it should be understood
that many changes and modifications can be made without
departing from the scope of the invention. It is therefore
intended that the foregoing detailed description be regarded
as illustrative rather than limiting, and that it be understood
that it is the following claims, including all equivalents, that
are intended to define the spirit and scope of this invention.

I (We) claim:

1. A transmitter system for ultrasound elasticity mode
imaging, the transmitter system comprising:

a programmable power source;

a transmitter connected to the programmable power

source and connectable with elements of an ultrasound
transducer array;
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a switch;

a capacitor connected in series with the switch, the
capacitor and switch forming a switchable path to
ground from the connection of the power source to the
transmitter; and

a controller configured to close the switch for the ultra-
sound elasticity mode imaging and configured to open
the switch for a different mode of ultrasound imaging.

2. The transmitter system of claim 1 wherein the pro-
grammable power source comprises a DC voltage source.

3. The transmitter system of claim 1 wherein the trans-
mitter comprises a plurality of pulsers.

4. The transmitter system of claim 1 wherein the switch
comprises an N-channel MOSFET.

5. The transmitter system of claim 1 wherein the switch
comprises a back-to-back arrangement of a pair of transis-
tors.

6. The transmitter system of claim 1 wherein the capacitor
comprises one of a bank of capacitors connected in series
with the switch.

7. The transmitter system of claim 1 wherein the control-
ler is configured to close the switch for pushing pulses as the
ultrasound elasticity mode imaging and to open the switch
for B-mode or color flow mode imaging for the different
mode.

8. The transmitter system of claim 1 wherein the control-
ler is configured to keep the switch open at all times during
the different mode and to open and close the switch during
the ultrasound elasticity mode imaging.

9. The transmitter system of claim 1 wherein the control-
ler is configured to transition the switch from open to closed
only when a voltage across the switch is substantially zero.

10. The transmitter system of claim 1 wherein the con-
troller is configured to limit the current from the power
source when the switch is closed for charging and recharging
the capacitor.

11. The transmitter system of claim 1 further comprising
a bleeder resistor connected across the capacitor.

12. The transmitter system of claim 1 further comprising
another capacitor connecting the connection of the power
source to the transmitter with ground along a path without
switching, the other capacitor having a relatively smaller
capacitance than the capacitor.

13. An ultrasound system for elasticity mode imaging
with ultrasound, the ultrasound system comprising:

a power supply having an output;

a switch switchably connecting between the output and

ground; and

a capacitor in series with the switch between the ground
and the output.

14. The ultrasound system of claim 13 wherein the switch

comprises back-to-back N-channel MOSFETs.

15. The ultrasound system of claim 13 further comprising
a controller configured to control the power supply and the
switch to close the switch after establishing a voltage across
the capacitor.

16. The ultrasound system of claim 13 further comprising
a controller configured to maintain the switch open during
B-mode imaging and to close the switch during elasticity
mode imaging.

17. The ultrasound system of claim 13 further comprising
a controller configured to limit a current of the power supply
when the switch is closed based on heat generated by a low
drop out regulator of the power supply.
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18. A method for supplying power to generate pushing
pulses in elasticity mode imaging by an ultrasound scanner,
the method comprising:

switching on a supply from a capacitor to an output of a

power supply during the elasticity mode imaging; and
switching off the supply from the capacitor to the output
during another mode of imaging.

19. The method of claim 18 wherein switching on com-
prises switching on for pushing pulses of the elasticity mode,
charging the capacitor, and supplying power in the elasticity
mode, the switching using back-to-back switches.

20. The method of claim 18 wherein switching on com-
prises switching on after establishing a substantially zero
voltage across the capacitor and limiting current from the
power supply to charge the capacitor prior to transmission of
a pushing pulse.
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