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ULTRASONIC PROBE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

[0001] This application claims the benefit of the Korean
Patent Application No. 10-2015-0149107, filed on Oct. 27,
2015, in the Korean Intellectual Property Office, the disclo-
sure of which is incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

[0002] 1. Field

[0003] Embodiments of the present disclosure relate to an
ultrasonic probe to obtain ultrasonic images.

[0004] 2. Description of the Related Art

[0005] An ultrasonic imaging apparatus is an apparatus
configured to radiate ultrasonic signals toward a target
portion at an inside of a body from a surface of the body of
a subject, and obtain images related to a cross section of a
soft tissue or a blood flow by use of the information of the
reflected ultrasonic signals, that is, ultrasonic echo signals,
through a non-invasive method.

[0006] The ultrasonic imaging apparatus, when compared
to other image diagnosis apparatuses such as an x-ray
diagnostic apparatus, an x-ray Computerized Tomography
Scanner, a Magnetic Resonance Image (MR1), and a nuclear
medicine diagnosis apparatus, is provided in a small size and
less costly, while capable of displaying in real time basis,
and is provided with high stability while less exposed to
radiation, and thus is widely used in diagnosis of hearts,
abdomens, urinary systems, and in gynecology.

SUMMARY

[0007] Therefore, it is an aspect of the present disclosure
to provide an ultrasonic probe capable of preventing inside
components from being damaged by an outside impact.
[0008] Additional aspects of the disclosure will be set
forth in part in the description which follows and, in part,
will be obvious from the description, or may be learned by
practice of the disclosure.

[0009] In accordance with one aspect of the present dis-
closure, an ultrasonic probe includes a transducer rotatably
provided; a shaft at which the transducer is mounted; and a
supporting member rotatably supporting the shaft, and the
supporting member is provided with a buffer unit to mitigate
an outside impact.

[0010] The buffer unit may be provided by forming a hole
at one side of the supporting member.

[0011] The buffer unit may be provided by bending the
supporting member such that a portion of the supporting
member forms a curved surface.

[0012] The buffer unit may be provided using material
having elasticity and mounted at the supporting member.
[0013] The supporting member may be provided using
material having elasticity.

[0014] The buffer unit may be provided to be deformed by
an outside impact and returned to an original state when the
outside force is removed.

[0015] The supporting member may include a first sup-
porting unit at which the shaft is mounted, and a second
supporting unit fixed to a base frame.

[0016] The buffer unit may be provided in the shape of a
hole that is formed at the second supporting unit.
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[0017] The first supporting unit may be connected to the
second supporting unit by a connection unit.

[0018] The buffer unit may be an elastic member mounted
at the connection unit and elastically supporting the first
supporting unit and the second supporting unit.

[0019] The connection unit and the elastic member each
may be provided in plural.

[0020] The first supporting unit, the second supporting
unit, and the connection unit may be integrally formed with
one another.

[0021] The first supporting unit may be provided with an
insertion hole into which the shaft is inserted.

[0022] The buffer unit may be provided between an inner
side surface of the first supporting unit forming the insertion
hole and the shaft.

[0023] The buffer unit may include an elastic member
provided in the shape of a ring.

[0024] In accordance with another aspect of the present
disclosure, an ultrasonic probe includes a transducer, a shaft,
a supporting member, and a base frame. The transducer may
be configured to transmit/receive ultrasonic waves. The
shaft may have the transducer mounted thereat and config-
ured to rotate by a driving force received from a driving
source. The supporting member may be configured to rotat-
ably support the shaft. The base frame may have the sup-
porting member fixed thereto. The supporting member may
be provided with a buffer unit having an elasticity as to
prevent deformation of the shaft or the supporting member
by mitigating an impact applied to the shaft or the supporting
member.

[0025] The buffer unit may be provided by forming a hole
at one side of the supporting member.

[0026] The buffer unit may be provided by mounting an
elastic member at one side of the supporting member.
[0027] The buffer unit may be provided by bending the
supporting member to form a curved surface.

[0028] The supporting member may be provided with an
insertion hole into which the shaft is rotatably inserted.
[0029] The buffer unit may be positioned in between an
inner side surface of the supporting member forming the
insertion hole and an outer side surface of the shaft.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0030] These and/or other aspects of the disclosure will
become apparent and more readily appreciated from the
following description of the embodiments, taken in conjunc-
tion with the accompanying drawings of which:

[0031] FIG. 1is a drawing illustrating an ultrasonic imag-
ing apparatus according to one embodiment of the present
disclosure.

[0032] FIG. 2 is a drawing illustrating a probe according
to one embodiment of the present disclosure.

[0033] FIG. 3 is a drawing illustrating a probe according
to another embodiment of the present disclosure.

[0034] FIG. 4 is a drawing illustrating a supporting mem-
ber according to one embodiment of the present disclosure.
[0035] FIG. 5 is a drawing illustrating an image when an
impact is applied to the supporting member according to one
embodiment of the present disclosure.

[0036] FIG. 6 and FIG. 7 are drawings illustrating images
before and after an impact is applied to the probe according
to one embodiment of the present disclosure.

[0037] FIG. 8 to FIG. 10 are side-sectional drawings
illustrating the embodiments of the supporting members.
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[0038] FIG. 11 and FIG. 12 are drawings illustrating a
supporting member according to another embodiment of the
present disclosure.

[0039] FIG. 13 is a drawing illustrating a supporting
member according to still another embodiment of the pres-
ent disclosure.

[0040] FIG. 14 to FIG. 16 are drawings illustrating the
embodiments with respect to an inside image of a supporting
member according to still another embodiment of the pres-
ent disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0041] Reference will now be made in detail to the
embodiments of the present disclosure, examples of which
are illustrated in the accompanying drawings, wherein like
reference numerals refer to like elements throughout.
[0042] FIG.1 is a drawing illustrating an ultrasonic imag-
ing apparatus according to one embodiment of the present
disclosure.

[0043] Referring to FIG. 1, an ultrasonic imaging appa-
ratus 1 according to one embodiment of the present disclo-
sure includes a body 10, and a probe 20 to transmit ultra-
sonic signals at a subject to be diagnosed and to receive the
reflected ultrasonic signals from the subject. The probe 20
may be connected to the body 10 by use of a cable.
[0044] The body 10 may be provided with a display 30 to
display diagnostic results obtained from the received ultra-
sonic signals. The display 30 may be provided with appli-
cations related to the motions of the ultrasonic imaging
apparatus 1 displayed thereto. As one example, the display
30 may be provided with the information related to the
ultrasonic images obtained in the process of an ultrasonic
diagnosis or the motions of the ultrasonic imaging apparatus
1 displayed thereto.

[0045] The display 30 may be implemented in the form of
a Cathode Ray Tube (CRT) or a Liquid Crystal Display
(LCD). The display 30 may be provided in a plurality of
units. In a case when the display 30 is provided in a plurality
of units, the display 30 may include a main display and a sub
display. As one example, the main display may be provided
with ultrasonic images obtained in an ultrasonic diagnostic
process displayed thereto, and the sub display may be
provided with the information related to the motions of the
ultrasonic imaging apparatus displayed thereto.

[0046] Thebody 10 may be provided with in input unit 40.
The input unit 40 may be provided in the form of a keyboard,
a foot switch, or a foot pedal. In a case when the input unit
40 is provided in the form of the keyboard, the keyboard
may be provided at an upper portion of the body 10. In a case
when the input unit 40 is provided in the form of the foot
switch or the foot pedal, the foot switch or the foot pedal
may be provided at a lower portion of the body 10. An
administrator may control the motions of the ultrasonic
imaging apparatus 1 through the input unit 40.

[0047] The body 10 may be provided with a moving
apparatus 12 as to move the ultrasonic imaging apparatus 1.
The moving apparatus 12 may be a plurality of casters
provided at a lower surface of the body 10. The casters may
be aligned as to drive the body 10 in a predetermined
direction, or locked as to stop the body 10 at a predetermined
position.

[0048] FIG. 2 is a drawing illustrating a probe according
to one embodiment of the present disclosure.
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[0049] Referring to FIG. 2, a probe 20 according to one
embodiment of the present disclosure includes a transducer
21 rotatably provided. The probe 20 may be provided with
a handle case 23 provided as to use the transducer 21 as a
user grasps the handle case 23. A front end of the handle case
23 may be provided with a cap 24 disposed thereto as the cap
24 is adjacent to a subject to be diagnosed. The transducer
21 may be provided at an inside of the cap 24.

[0050] The transducer 21 may include an ultrasonic oscil-
lator to transmit and receive ultrasonic waves. The trans-
ducer 21 may be rotatably installed at an inside of the cap 24,
and may read three-dimensional images of the subject to be
diagnosed.

[0051] The transducer 21 may be mounted at a shaft 27.
The shaft 27 may be rotated while transferred with a driving
force from a driving apparatus 22. As the shaft 27 is rotated,
the transducer 21 mounted at the shaft 27 may be rotated
together.

[0052] The cap 24 may be provided with an inner surface
corresponding to an outer surface of the transducer 22 such
that the gap between the inner surface of the cap 24 and the
outer surface of the transducer 21 may be steadily main-
tained even in a case when the transducer 21 installed at an
inside of the cap 24 is rotated. As one example, the outer
surface of the transducer 21 and the inner surface of the cap
24 each may be provided in the shape of a ring having an
identical central portion.

[0053] An inside space of the cap 24 may be filled with oil
configured to perform a role as a medium to have the
ultrasonic waves generated at the transducer 21 transferred.
A base frame 25 may be provided in between the cap 24 and
the handle case 23 as to divide an inside space of the cap 24
and an inside space of the handle case 23. The oil may be
filled in a space 200 formed by use of the cap 24 and the base
frame 25.

[0054] The shaft 27 may be rotated while transferred with
a driving force from the driving apparatus 22. The driving
apparatus 22 may be accommodated at an inside of the
handle case 23. The driving apparatus 22 may include a
driving motor 220, pulleys 221, 223, and 224 configured to
be transferred with a driving force from the driving motor
220, and wires 222 and 225 to transfer the driving force of
the driving motor 220.

[0055] A first pulley 221 may be rotated while transferred
with the driving force of the driving motor 220. A first wire
222 may connect the first pulley 221 and a second pulley
223. The driving force transferred to the first pulley 221 by
use of the first wire 222 may be transferred to the second
pulley 223.

[0056] The second pulley 223 and a third pulley 224 may
be connected by use of a transfer unit 226. As one example,
the transfer unit 226 may be a shaft connecting the second
pulley 223 and the third pulley 224. The second pulley 223
and the third pulley 224 may be fixed to one end portion and
the other end portion of the shaft, respectively. As the above,
the third pulley 224 may be rotated along with the second
pulley 223 as the second pulley 223 is rotated while trans-
ferred with a driving force.

[0057] The type of the transfer unit 226 is not limited to a
shaft. The transfer unit 226 may be adequately structured
according to an inside structure of an inside of the handle
case 23. The transfer unit 226 may be provided with a
structure having the pulleys and the wires, or may be
provided with a structure by use of a gear connection.
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[0058] Hereinafter, an embodiment in which the second
pulley 223 and the third pulley 224 are connected by use of
the shaft will be described. As the second pulley 223 is
rotated while transferred with a driving force, the third
pulley 224 may be rotated along with the second pulley 223.

[0059] The shaft 27 may be provided with a driving force
transferring member 28 mounted thereto. The driving force
transferring member 28 may be rotated along with the shaft
27 while fixed to one side of the shaft 27. The driving force
transferring member 28 and the third pulley 224 may be
connected by use of a second wire 225. As the third pulley
224 is rotated, the driving force transferring member 28 may
be rotated as the rotational force is transferred by use of the
second wire 225. At this time, the shaft 27 may be rotated
along with the driving force transferring member 28.

[0060] The second wire 225 may be wound at the third
pulley 224, and may be provided to wrap around a portion
of an outer circumferential surface of the driving force
transferring member 28. One end portion of the second wire
225 may be connected to a first elastic member 291, and the
other end portion of the second wire 225 may be connected
to a second elastic member 292. As the second wire 225
wound at the driving force transferring member 28 is
connected to the elastic members 291 and 292, even when
the driving force transferring member 28 is rotated, the
tension of the second wire 225 may be maintained. There-
fore, a loosening of the second wire 225 from the rotation of
the driving force transferring member 28 may be prevented.

[0061] The shaft 27 may be rotatably mounted at a sup-
porting member 26. The supporting member 26 may be
protruded from the base frame 25. The shaft 27 may be
rotated in one direction or the other direction while trans-
ferred with a driving force from the driving apparatus 22 as
the shaft 27 is mounted at the supporting member 26. The
supporting member 26 may include a first supporting mem-
ber 26a provided at one end portion side of the shaft 27, and
a second supporting member 265 provided at the other end
portion side of the shaft 27.

[0062] FIG. 3 is a drawing illustrating a probe according
to another embodiment of the present disclosure.

[0063] Referring to FIG. 3, the driving force of a driving
force 22' of a probe 20" according to another embodiment of
the present disclosure may be transferred to the shaft 27 by
use of a gear connection. A driving motor 220" may be
provided with a rotating gear 227 configured to rotate by use
of the driving force of the driving motor 220'. An outer
circumferential surface of a driving force transferring mem-
ber 28' may be provided with a gear unit 280 teeth-coupled
to the rotating gear 227.

[0064] As the rotating gear 227 is rotated in a clockwise
direction by use of the driving motor 220', the driving force
transferring member 28' may be rotated in a counter-clock-
wise direction. As the rotating gear 227 is rotated in a
counter-clockwise direction by use of the driving motor
220", the driving force transferring member 28' may be
rotated in a clockwise direction. The shaft 27 may be rotated
in a clockwise direction or a counter-clockwise direction
along with the driving force transferring member 28'.

[0065] The structure other than the driving apparatus 22'
may be applied similarly to the structure of the probe 20
illustrated on FIG. 2. Hereinafter, the structure of the sup-
porting member 26 of the probe 20 disclosed on FIG. 2 will
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be described. The probe 20" disclosed on FIG. 3 may be
provided with the hereinafter descriptions similarly applied
hereto.

[0066] FIG. 4 is a drawing illustrating a supporting mem-
ber according to one embodiment of the present disclosure.
[0067] Referring to FIG. 4, the supporting member 26
according to one embodiment of the present disclosure may
include a first supporting unit 261 mounted at the base frame
25, and a second supporting unit 262 at which the shaft 27
is mounted. The first supporting unit 261 and the second
supporting unit 262 may be integrally formed with one
another.

[0068] The supporting member 26 may be provided with
metallic material having the hardness to support the shaft 27,
and configured to be flexibly responsive with respect to an
outside impact. As one example, the supporting member 26
may be provided with metallic material, including alumi-
num.

[0069] The second supporting member 262 may be pro-
vided with an insertion hole 260 into which the shaft is
inserted formed thereto. The shaft 27 may be insertedly fixed
to the insertion hole 260. The diameter D2 of the insertion
hole 260 may be identical to or somewhat larger than the
diameter D1 of the shaft 27.

[0070] The first supporting member 261 may be provided
with a buffer unit 263 configured to ease the impact applied
to the supporting member 26. While using the probe 20,
even when an impact is applied to the cap 24 as the probe
20 is dropped by a user, the impact is eased by use of the
buffer unit 263, and the inside components of the probe 20
being damaged by the displacement of the shaft 27 may be
prevented.

[0071] The buffer unit 263 may be provided in the shape
of a hole formed at the first supporting unit 261. The hole
may be formed lengthways in a width direction W of the first
supporting unit 261. On FIG. 4, the buffer unit 263 is formed
in the shape of a hole formed lengthways in the width
direction W of the first supporting unit 261, but the shape or
the number of the hole is not limited hereto, and may be
formed in various shapes and numbers.

[0072] FIG. 5 is a drawing illustrating an image when an
impact is applied to the supporting member according to one
embodiment of the present disclosure, and FIG. 6 and FIG.
7 are drawings illustrating images before and after an impact
is applied to the probe according to one embodiment of the
present disclosure.

[0073] Referring to FIG. 5 to FIG. 7, when an outside
impact is applied to the probe 20, the impact applied to the
supporting member 26 and the shaft 27 may be eased by use
of the buffer unit 263. As the impact applied to the support-
ing member 26 and the shaft 27 is eased by use of the buffer
unit 263, the central axis of rotation of the transducer 21 may
be prevented from being changed or the components pro-
vided at an inside of the cap 24 may be prevented from being
damaged.

[0074] Ina casewhen the buffer 263 is not provided, when
an impact is applied to the cap 24, a collision of the cap 24
and the transducer 21 may be occurred. The shaft 27 at
which the transducer 21 is mounted may be pressed by the
impact of the cap 24 and the transducer 21. The supporting
member 26 may be pressed toward a side of the base frame
25 by the shaft 27, and a deformation may be occurred by
the force applied.
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[0075] As the deformation of the supporting member 26 is
occurred, the central axis of rotation of the shaft 27 at which
the transducer 21 is mounted may be changed. As the central
axis of rotation of the shaft 27 is changed, the central axis
of rotation of the transducer 21 may also be changed. As the
central axis of rotation of the transducer 21 is changed, the
ultrasonic images obtained by use of the transducer 21 may
be different from the ultrasonic images obtained by use of
the transducer 21 prior to when the impact is applied to the
probe 20. Therefore, after an impact is applied to the probe
20, the reliability of the ultrasonic images by use of the
transducer 21 may be decreased. In addition, component
damage may be occurred as the contact is made between the
inside components as a result of the deformation of the
supporting member 26 and the shaft 27.

[0076] However, in a case when the buffer unit 263 is
provided at the supporting member 26, even when an outside
impact is applied to the probe 20, the impact may be eased
by use of the buffer unit 263, so that the reliability of the
ultrasonic images may be prevented from being decreased or
the inside component may be prevented from being dam-
aged.

[0077] When an impact is occurred between the cap 24
and the transducer 21 as the impact is applied to the probe
20, the force applied to the supporting member 26 through
the transducer 21 may be transferred after being eased by use
of the buffer unit 263. The supporting member 26 may be
provided with the shape thereof temporarily deformed by the
force applied, but by the use of the buffer unit 263, the
supporting member 26 may be restored to a state prior to the
force being applied. Therefore, the axial deformation of the
shaft 27 may not be occurred before and after an impact is
applied to the probe 20, and the inside component may be
prevented from being damaged by the impact.

[0078] That is, when an outside impact is applied to the
transducer 21, the impact applied to the supporting member
26 may be eased as the shape of the hole provided at the first
supporting unit 261 is deformed. As illustrated on FIG. 5 to
FIG. 7, the shape of the hole may be deformed by the outside
impact. As the hole is pressed by the impact applied to an
upper portion side of the second supporting unit 262, the
height H2 of the supporting member 26 when the impact is
applied may be further lower when compared to the height
H1 of the supporting member 26 before the impact is
applied.

[0079] When the outside force applied to the supporting
member 26 is removed, the supporting member 26 may be
restored to a state prior to the impact being applied. The
shape of the hole may be restored to an original state prior
to the impact being applied, and the height of the supporting
member 26 may be returned to the height H1 prior to the
impact being applied.

[0080] As the above, as the shape of the hole provided at
the first supporting unit 261 is changed, the impact applied
to the supporting member 26 is eased, and the deformation
of the supporting member 26 may be prevented. Therefore,
the central axis of rotation of the shaft 27 may be steadily
maintained, and the quality of the ultrasonic images by use
of the transducer 21 may be steadily maintained.

[0081] FIG. 8to FIG. 10 are side cross-sectional drawings
illustrating the embodiments of the supporting members.
[0082] Referring to FIG. 8 to FIG. 10, the first supporting
unit 261 and the second supporting unit 262 of the support-
ing member 26 may be connected by use of a connection
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unit 264. The connection unit 264 may perform a role as a
buffer unit configured to ease the impact applied to the
supporting member 26 while provided in various shapes.
[0083] Referring to FIG. 8 to FIG. 10, the connection unit
264 may connect the in between of the first supporting unit
261 and the second supporting unit 262 by means of
bypassing as to be provided with a curved surface. That is,
the connection unit 264 may be provided to be longer than
the shortest distance between the first supporting unit 261
and the second supporting unit 262. That is, the connection
unit 264 may be bent to form a curved surface.

[0084] As illustrated on FIG. 8, the connection unit 264
may be connected to the second supporting unit 262 from the
first supporting unit 261 after bypassing in a front direction
or a rear direction of the connection unit 264. As illustrated
on FIG. 9, the connection unit 264 may be provided to be
bypassing the in between of the first supporting unit 261 and
the second supporting unit 262 at least twice in front and rear
directions. In addition, as illustrated on FIG. 10, the con-
nection unit 264 by connecting the in between of the first
supporting unit 261 and the second supporting unit 262 by
bypassing in the front and rear directions, may be provided
such that an empty space 2640 may be formed at an inside
of the connection unit 264.

[0085] Here, the front direction and the rear direction are
referred to as the front direction and the rear direction of the
supporting member 26 while having a direction directly
facing the front of the insertion hole 260, into which the
shaft 27 is inserted, as a reference.

[0086] The connection unit 264 may be provided with a
predetermined elasticity while provided with the length
thereof that is longer than the shortest distance between the
first supporting unit 261 and the second supporting unit 262
and provided to connect the in between of the first support-
ing unit 261 and the second supporting unit 262 by bypass-
ing in the front and rear directions. As the above, the
connection unit 264 may elastically support the first sup-
porting unit 261 and the second supporting unit 262. The
connection unit 264 may perform a role as a buffer unit to
mitigate the force applied to the supporting member 26.
[0087] When an impact is applied to the probe 20 as when
the probe 20 is descended by the carelessness of a user and
when an impact is occurred in between the cap 24 and the
transducer 21, the force applied to the supporting member 26
through the transducer 21 may be buffered by use of the
connection unit 264 provided to perform a role as a buffer
unit. The connection unit 264 may be provided with the
shape thereof temporarily deformed by an outside force, but
may be restored by use of an elastic force when the outside
force is removed. Therefore, the axial deformation of the
shaft 27 may not be occurred before and after an impact is
applied to the probe 20, and the inside component may be
prevented from being damaged by the impact.

[0088] The embodiment in which the connection unit 264
is provided to have elasticity by use of the shape thereof is
not limited to the illustrations provided on FIG. 8 to FIG. 10.
The connection unit 264 may be provided to perform a role
as a buffer unit to mitigate an outside impact while provided
in various shapes.

[0089] FIG. 11 and FIG. 12 are drawings illustrating a
supporting member according to another embodiment of the
present disclosure.

[0090] Referring to FIG. 11 and FIG. 12, supporting
members 26a and 265 according to another embodiment of
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the present disclosure may be provided with connection
units 264, 264a and 2645 connecting in between of the first
supporting unit 261 and the second supporting unit 262. The
connection unit 264, 264a, and 2645 may be provided with
elastic members 265, 265a, and 2655 as to elastically
support the first supporting unit 261 and the second sup-
porting unit 262. The diameter of the each of the connection
units 264, 264a, and 2645 may be provided to be smaller
than the diameter D3 of the first supporting member 261.

[0091] As illustrated on FIG. 11, the first supporting unit
261 and the second supporting unit 262 of the supporting
member 26a may be connected by use of the single con-
nection unit 264. The connection unit 264 may be provided
with the elastic member 265. The elastic member 265 may
elastically support the first supporting unit 261 and the
second supporting unit 262.

[0092] When an outside impact is applied to the probe 20
and when an impact is occurred in between of the cap 24 and
the transducer 21, the force applied to the supporting mem-
ber 26a through the transducer 21 may be buffered by use of
the elastic member 265. That is, the elastic member 265 may
perform a role as a buffer unit.

[0093] The supporting member 26a may be provided with
the shape thereof temporarily deformed by the force applied,
but by the use of the elasticity of the elastic member 265, the
supporting member 26a may be restored to a state prior to
the force being applied. Therefore, the axial deformation of
the shaft 27 may not be occurred before and after an impact
is applied to the probe 20, and the inside component may be
prevented from being damaged by the impact.

[0094] As illustrated on FIG. 13, the first supporting unit
261 and the second supporting unit 262 of the supporting
member 265 may be connected by use of the plurality of
connection units 264a and 264b. On FIG. 9, the first
supporting unit 261 and the second supporting unit 262 are
illustrated to be connected by use of the two units of the
connection units 264a and 2645 while the connection units
264a and 2645 are spaced apart with respect to each other,
but the number of the connection units is not limited to the
illustration provided on FIG. 9.

[0095] The plurality of connection units 264a and 2645
may be provided with the elastic members 2654 and 265b
mounted thereto, respectively. The connection units 264a
and 2645 includes a first connection unit5 264a and a second
connection unit 2645, the first connection unit 264a may be
provided with a first elastic member 265 mounted thereto,
and the second connection unit 2645 may be provided with
a second elastic member 2655 mounted thereto. The first
elastic member 265a and the second elastic member 2655
may elastically support the first supporting unit 261 and the
second supporting unit 262.

[0096] As described on FIG. 11, in a case when an impact
is applied to the probe 20 as the probe 20 is dropped by a
user, the impact applied to the supporting member 26
through the transducer 21 may be buffered by use of the
elasticity of the first elastic member 265a and the second
elastic member 2655. Therefore, the axial deformation of the
shaft 27 may not be occurred before and after an impact is
applied to the probe 20, and the inside component may be
prevented from being damaged by the impact.

[0097] FIG. 13 is a drawing illustrating a supporting
member according to still another embodiment of the pres-
ent disclosure, and FIG. 14 to FIG. 16 are drawings illus-
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trating the embodiments with respect to an inside image of
a supporting member according to still another embodiment
of the present disclosure.

[0098] Referring to FIG. 13 to FIG. 16, the second sup-
porting unit 262 of the supporting member 26 may be
provided with a buffer unit 266 along an inner side surface
of the second supporting unit 262 forming the insertion hole
260. The buffer unit 266 may be provided with material
capable of absorbing impact. As one example, the buffer unit
266 may be provided with the material having elasticity such
as elastomer or plastic.

[0099] The insertion hole 260 may be provided with a
bearing 267 mounted thereto as to have the rotation of the
shaft 27 easily performed. The diameter of the bearing 267
may be provided to be identical to the diameter of the shaft
27. The shaft 27 may be rotatably provided while inserted
into the bearing 267.

[0100] The buffer unit 266 may be provided in between of
the bearing 267 and the second supporting unit 262. The
buffer unit 266 may buffer the impact in between the shaft
27 and the second supporting unit 262.

[0101] As illustrated on FIG. 14, the buffer unit 266 may
be provided in the shape of a ring having an empty space
2660 formed at an inside of the buffer unit 266. At this time,
the buffer unit 266 may be provided with the material having
elasticity such as elastomer or plastic. As the buffer unit 266
having the shape of a ring provided with the inside space
2660 formed at an inside of the buffer unit 266 is provided
to mitigate an outside impact, even when an outside force is
applied to the shaft 27, the force applied may be buffered,
and thus the axial deformation of the shaft 27 may be
prevented and the damage on the inside component by the
deformation of the supporting member 26 or the shaft 27
may be prevented. The shape of the buffer unit 266 is not
limited to the shape of a ring provided with an empty space
formed at an inside of the buffer unit 266.

[0102] As illustrated on FIG. 15, the buffer unit 266 is
provided with an empty space 2662 formed at an inside of
the buffer unit 266, and may be provided with a buffer
member 269 provided to be positioned at an inside of the
inside space 2662 as the buffer member 269 is provided with
the material having elasticity. The buffer member 269 may
be positioned adjacent to an inner wall forming an inside
space of the buffer unit 266.

[0103] As illustrated on FIG. 14, the buffer unit 266 may
be provided in the shape of a ring having an empty space at
an inside of the buffer unit 266, or, as illustrated on FIG. 15
and FIG. 16, the buffer unit 266 may be provided in the
shape in which an elastic member 268 or the buffer member
269 is accommodated at an inside space of the buffer umt
266 while one side surface of the buffer unit 266 is provided
in an open shape. The buffer unit 266 may buffer the outside
force applied to the supporting member 26 or the shaft 27
while disclosed in between the shaft 27 and the bearing 267
mounted at a side of the insertion hole 260 as the buffer unit
266 is provided to have elasticity.

[0104] As the above, by use of the structure of the sup-
porting member 26, when an impact is applied to the probe
20, an occurrence of an axial deformation of the shaft 27 or
a damage of the inside component by the deformation of the
supporting member 26 or the shaft 27 may be prevented.
Accurate ultrasonic images may be obtained by preventing
the damage on the probe 20.
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[0105] As is apparent from the above, the ultrasonic probe
according to one aspect of the present disclosure can miti-
gate an outside impact while provided with a buffer unit at
a supporting member. Accordingly, the components pro-
vided at an inside of the ultrasonic probe can be prevented
from being damaged. With the above, the quality of ultra-
sonic images can be prevented from being lowered by an
outside impact.
[0106] Although a few embodiments of the present dis-
closure have been shown and described, it would be appre-
ciated by those skilled in the art that changes may be made
in these embodiments without departing from the principles
and spirit of the disclosure, the scope of which is defined in
the claims and their equivalents.
What is claimed is:
1. An ultrasonic probe, comprising:
a transducer rotatably provided;
a shaft having the transducer mounted thereto; and
a supporting member rotatably supporting the shaft,
wherein the supporting member is provided with a buffer
unit to mitigate an outside impact.
2. The ultrasonic probe of claim 1, wherein:
the buffer unit is provided by forming a hole at one side
of the supporting member.
3. The ultrasonic probe of claim 1, wherein:
the buffer unit is provided by bending the support member
such that a portion of the supporting member forms a
curved surface.
4. The ultrasonic probe of claim 1, wherein:
the buffer unit is provided using material having elasticity
and mounted at the supporting member.
5. The ultrasonic probe of claim 1, wherein:
the supporting member is provided using material having
elasticity.
6. The ultrasonic probe of claim 1, wherein:
the buffer unit is provided to be deformed by an outside
impact and returned to an original state when the
outside force is removed.
7. The ultrasonic probe of claim 1, wherein:
the supporting member comprises a first supporting unit
having the shaft mounted thereto, and a second sup-
porting unit fixed to a base frame.
8. The ultrasonic probe of claim 7, wherein:
the buffer unit is provided in the shape of a hole formed
at the second supporting unit.
9. The ultrasonic probe of claim 7, wherein:
the first supporting unit is connected to the second sup-
porting unit by a connection unit.
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10. The ultrasonic probe of claim 9, wherein:

the buffer unit is an elastic member mounted at the
connection unit and elastically supporting the first
supporting unit and the second supporting unit.

11. The ultrasonic probe of claim 10, wherein:

the connection unit and the elastic member each is pro-
vided in plural.

12. The ultrasonic probe of claim 9, wherein:

the first supporting unit, the second supporting unit, and
the connection unit are integrally formed with one
another.

13. The ultrasonic probe of claim 7, wherein:

the first supporting unit is provided with an insertion hole
into which the shaft is inserted.

14. The ultrasonic probe of claim 13, wherein:

the buffer unit is provided between an inner side surface
of the first supporting unit forming the insertion hole
and the shaft.

15. The ultrasonic probe of claim 14, wherein:

the buffer unit comprises an elastic member provided in
the shape of a ring.

16. An ultrasonic probe, comprising:

a transducer configured to transmit/receive ultrasonic
waves;

a shaft having the transducer mounted thereto and con-
figured to rotate by a driving force received from a
driving source;

a supporting member configured to rotatably support the
shaft; and

a base frame having the supporting member fixed thereto,

wherein the supporting member is provided with a buffer
unit having an elasticity as to prevent deformation of
the shaft or the supporting member by mitigating an
impact applied to the shaft or the supporting member.

17. The ultrasonic probe of claim 16, wherein:

the buffer unit is provided by forming a hole at one side
of the supporting member.

18. The ultrasonic probe of claim 16, wherein:

the buffer unit is provided by mounting an elastic member
at one side of the supporting member.

19. The ultrasonic probe of claim 16, wherein:

the buffer unit is formed by bending the supporting
member to form a curved surface.

20. The ultrasonic probe of claim 16, wherein:

the supporting member is provided with an insertion hole
into which the shaft is rotatably inserted.
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