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(7) ABSTRACT

The present invention discloses a neuronavigation-guided
focused ultrasound system and a method for the same, which
are used to guide focused ultrasound energy to a target point.
The system of the present invention comprises a focused
ultrasound device, a neuronavigation system and a fixture.
According to an image of an interested region of an indi-
vidual, a focus point of the focused ultrasound device, and
tracking points provided by the neuronavigation system, the
neuronavigation system performs a calibration process and
establishes a positional relationship between the focus point
and the image of the interested region. Thereby, the neuro-
navigation system can recognize the focus point and guide
focused ultrasound to the target point.
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FOCUSED ULTRASOUND GUIDING SYSTEM
AND METHOD THEREOF

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a focused ultrasound
system, particularly to a neuronavigation-guided focused
ultrasound system and a method for the same.

Description of the Related Art

Focused ultrasound (FUS) is highly penetrative to human
tissue and able to reach deep within the human body while
concentrating most of the ultrasonic energy on a region as
small as a grain of rice. Current clinical applications of
focused ultrasound include tissue or tumor cauterization,
stimulating local or deep-seated cells, regulating local or
deep-seated cells, enhancing blood vessel permeability, dis-
solving thrombi, locally delivering medicine, and disrupting
blood brain barrier. Most of the energy of focused ultrasound
is concentrated on a focus point. This allows focused ultra-
sound to destroy deep local tissue non-invasively without
damaging the tissue along the path. In addition to the
applications mentioned above, focused ultrasound can also
be applied to many fields of clinical medicine, such as
stimulating local or deep-seated cells, increasing permeabil-
ity of blood vessels, dissolving thrombi, and locally deliv-
ering medicine.

A particular difficulty encountered in application of
focused ultrasound is the lack of a fine navigation device for
guiding the ultrasound energy to the target easily and
precisely.

At present, focused ultrasound is guided by MRI (Mag-
netic Resonance Imaging), which detects the heat of ultra-
sound-induced vibration of water molecules to position the
focus point, whereby the focus point can be guided to the
target region. The technology can provide real-time moni-
toring in thermal therapy. However, this technology requires
integration of all focused ultrasound devices with the MRI
system and embedding them in the MRI system. The current
MRI-based focused ultrasound guiding system is expensive
and hard to design because it requires high-end MRI fabri-
cation technology and corresponding FUS MR-compatibil-
ity design.

As mentioned above, MRI can provide real-time moni-
toring during thermal therapy. However, MRI cannot pro-
vide real-time monitoring when focused ultrasound is used
to locally enhance the blood-to-brain permeability. Instead,
the operator has to inject the imaging contrast agent into the
patient once more and undertake MRI scanning again to
examine whether the blood-to-brain permeability is
enhanced after the treatment with focused ultrasound, which
makes MRI-based technology very complicated to employ.
No guiding system is clinically available thus far for the
application of focused ultrasound to enhance the blood-to-
brain permeability. Moreover, real-time feedback control is
unlikely to be realized in the current MRI-based focused
ultrasound guiding technology.

Furthermore, for a therapy requiring repeated delivery of
drugs to the patient, such as multiple chemotherapeutic
regimens for a cancer patient, MRI scanning is needed for
each repeated cycle of focused ultrasound treatment for drug
delivery, which consumes significant time and medical
resources.
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Therefore, the professionals in the field are eager for a
new guiding-positioning technology to be developed that
can effectively concentrate focused ultrasound on a target
region of a patient.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The primary objective of the present invention is to
provide a focused ultrasound delivery system and method
guided by a neuronavigation system for delivering an
energy, representing a novel and practical system using a
neuronavigation system to guide focused ultrasound and a
method for the same.

Another objective of the present invention is to provide a
focused ultrasound delivery system and method guided by a
neuronavigation system for delivering an energy, which use
a neuronavigation system to precisely deliver ultrasound to
a target region, and which can apply to enhance the blood-
to-brain permeability.

A further objective of the present invention is to provide
a focused ultrasound delivery system and method guided by
a neuronavigation system for delivering an energy, wherein
the focused ultrasound apparatus is neither integrated with
an MRI system nor operated in an MRI chamber, so as to
increase flexibility of application and reduce the cost of
fabrication.

To achieve the abovementioned objectives, the present
invention proposes a neuronavigation-guided focused ultra-
sound system, which guides focused ultrasound energy to a
target point, and which comprises a focused ultrasound
device, a neuronavigation system, and a fixture. The focused
ultrasound device can concentrate ultrasound on a focus
point. The neuronavigation system electrically connects
with the focused ultrasound device and includes a calibra-
tion unit used to establish a positional relationship between
the focus point and an interested region of an individual,
calibrate coordinates, and recognize the focus point. The
fixture is used to fix the interested region of the individual.

In one embodiment, the energy generated by the focused
ultrasound device can be applied to cauterization, stimulat-
ing local or deep-seated cells, regulating local or deep-seated
cells, enhancing blood vessel permeability, dissolving
thrombi, locally delivering medicine, and enhancing the
blood-to-brain permeability.

The present invention applies to the regions where the
neuronavigation system can reach, including the tissues of
the central nervous system (such as the brain and the spinal
cord) and the tissues wrapped by hard tissues.

The present invention also proposes a focused ultrasound
delivery method guided by a neuronavigation system for
delivering an energy, which guides focused ultrasound to
concentrate on a target point, and which comprises the
following steps of:

(1) providing a neuronavigation-guided focused ultrasound
system, which comprises a focused ultrasound device, a
neuronavigation system, and a fixture;

(2) obtaining an image of a interested region of an indi-
vidual;

(3) providing a focus point of the focused energy in a space
coordinate system;

(4) establishing the positional relationship between the inter-
ested region and the focus point;

(5) calibrating the coordinates of the focus point and the
interested region to enable the neuronavigation system to
recognize the focus point;

(6) guiding the focus point to the target point with the
neuronavigation system; and
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(7) delivering the energy to the target point with the focused
ultrasound device.

In one embodiment of the present invention, the method
further comprises a step of detecting an echo signal change
to monitor the treatment effectiveness in real-time.

Embodiments are described below in detail in conjunction
with the attached drawings to illustrate the objectives, tech-
nical contents, characteristics and accomplishments of the
present invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a flowchart of a focused ultrasound treat-
ment implemented by a neuronavigation-guided focused
ultrasound system according to one embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 2 shows a flowchart of using a neuronavigation
system to guide energy delivery of focused ultrasound
according to one embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 3 is a block diagram schematically showing the
architecture of a neuronavigation-guided focused ultrasound
energy delivery system according to one embodiment of the
present invention;

FIGS. 4A-4D schematically show the device and process
for fixing the head before a focused ultrasound treatment
according to one embodiment of the present invention;

FIGS. 5A and 5B which schematically show how the
neuronavigation system recognizes connection between the
tracking point P1 and the focus point O according to one
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 5C and FIG. 5D schematically show the focused
ultrasound device, the tracking points P1 and P2, the dummy
and the reference points in a calibration process according to
one embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 5F and FIG. 5F schematically show that a water bag
is bound to an ultrasonic transducer and the ultrasonic
transducer is mounted on a sliding track after the calibration
process according to one embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 6 shows a flowchart of a calibration process accord-
ing to one embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 7 shows the outcomes of MRI for evaluating the
results of the experiment using the neuronavigation system
to guide focused ultrasound to enhance the blood-to-brain
permeability of an animal according to one embodiment of
the present invention;

FIG. 8A and FIG. 8B respectively show the MR spin-
lattice relaxation rate (R1) analysis and the analysis of
contrast agent molecule concentration change at local brain
regions according to FIG. 7 after a focused ultrasound
treatment;

FIG. 9A and FIG. 9B show the results of the experiment
using the neuronavigation system to guide a multi-point
focused ultrasound treatment to open the blood-brain barrier
of animals according to one embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 10 shows the relationship of the number of the focus
points of focused ultrasound (FUS) and the distance between
the focus point and the position where FUS actually acts;

FIGS. 11A-11D schematically show a multi-point FUS
positioner to define volumetric FUS energy distribution
according to one embodiment of the present invention;

FIGS. 12A-12B schematically show that the focused
ultrasound energy guided by the neuronavigation system is
manually operated or assisted by a fixation track;
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FIGS. 12C-12D show that the focused ultrasound trans-
ducer is a spherically focused single element or a multi-
element focused ultrasound phased array;

FIG. 13A and FIG. 13B show a of an ultrasonic echo
signal and the corresponding spectrum before employing
focused ultrasound at the target position according to one
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 13C and FIG. 13D show an typical ultrasonic echo
and the corresponding spectrum that contains enhanced
subharmonic/ultraharmonic components in using FUS to
enhance the blood-to-brain permeability according to one
embodiment of the present invention; and

FIG. 14 shows the flowchart of a real-time control tactic
for using multi-point FUS to implement delivering medicine
to cover a large brain tissue region according to one embodi-
ment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

The present invention discloses a neuronavigation-guided
focused ultrasound system, wherein the neuronavigation
system guiding tangible surgical instruments is turned to
guide an intangible focused ultrasound energy, and imple-
ment a novel and practical operation system.

The present invention is exempted from requiring inte-
gration of the focused ultrasound devices with the MRI
system and is realized instead via combining the existing
neuronavigation system and focused ultrasound devices,
thereby improving the flexibility of the operation system. As
the present invention does not need to perform a focused
ultrasound treatment inside an MRI chamber, the treatment
process is simplified.

Below, the present invention is exemplified by an embodi-
ment of using the neuronavigation system to guide focused
ultrasound energy on a target region of the brain of a patient
to enhance the blood-to-brain permeability. However, the
present invention is not limited by the embodiment. The
present invention can be applied to any region the neuro-
navigation system can reach, including the tissues of the
central nervous system (such as the brain and the spinal
cord) and the tissues wrapped by hard tissues.

Referring to FIG. 1, The focused ultrasound treatment on
the brain is used to explain the difference between the prior
art and the present invention. The conventional MRI-guided
focused ultrasound treatment includes Step S11-Step S41
and Step S61-S71. In Step S11, some patients are diagnosed
as having a brain disease. In Step S21, the patients suitable
to be treated with focused ultrasound are selected. In Step
S31, the therapeutic process for the selected patients is
planned. In Step S41, MRI is used to position the region in
the patient’s brain, and a focused ultrasound treatment is
performed on the region. In Step S61, MRI is used again to
verify the effect of the focused ultrasound treatment. In Step
S71, the effect of therapy is tracked. In some cases, such as
the chemotherapy for brain cancer, patients would experi-
ence the abovementioned steps once again after each medi-
cine administration. Therefore, multiple cycles of focused
ultrasound treatments are needed.

The present invention includes Step S11-Step S51 and
Step S71. Unlike the conventional technology, in Step S41,
the present invention may use MRI, CT (Computed Tomog-
raphy), or other methods to position a region in the brain of
a patient which is to be treated by focused ultrasound. In
Step S51, the present invention uses the neuronavigation
system to guide focused ultrasound to the target point to be
treated. In Step S51, the present invention can evaluate the
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effect of focused ultrasound treatment in real time and
perform feedback control instantaneously. If multiple cycles
of focused ultrasound treatment are required, the present
invention does not require MRI to be performed every cycle,
but uses the brain images obtained previously and the
neuronavigation system to guide focused ultrasound each
cycle. After the focused ultrasound treatment, the physician
uses MRI to verify the effect of the focused ultrasound
treatment. In Step S71, the physician tracks the effect of
therapy.

The conventional technology requires integrating the
focused ultrasound devices with the MRI system. Further,
the conventional technology requires performance of Step
S41-Step S61 inside an MRI chamber. Also, for therapy
needing multiple cycles of focused ultrasound treatment,
MRI must be undertaken in each cycle in the conventional
technology, which is very complicated and costly in terms of
medical resource. In contrast, the present invention neither
integrates the focused ultrasound devices with the MRI
system nor undertakes Step S51 inside the MRI chamber.
For therapy needing multiple cycles of focused ultrasound
treatment, the previously obtained images of patient’s inter-
ested region are available for neuronavigation system to
position the target point and guide focused ultrasound in
each cycle in the present invention. Therefore, the present
invention eliminates the need for complicated medical
device design and operation. From the above description, it
is apparent that the present invention is distinct from the
conventional technology.

It should be noted that in the present invention the source
of images of interested regions of patients is not limited to
MRI but may alternatively be from another medical image
technology, such as CT. The embodiment in which images of
interested regions are sourced from MRI is only to exem-
plify the present invention, not to limit the scope of the
present invention.

Referring to FIG. 2, showing the flowchart of a neuro-
navigation-guided focused ultrasound delivery method
according to one embodiment of the present invention, the
method of the present invention is to guide focused ultra-
sound to concentrate on a target point in a patient’s tissue
and comprises Steps S202, S204, S206 and S208.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing the architecture of
neuronavigation-guided focused ultrasound system accord-
ing to one embodiment of the present invention. FIGS.
4A-4D are diagrams schematically showing that the ultra-
sonic transducer, which has been calibrated by the neuro-
navigation system, is mounted on the track to deliver ultra-
sonic energy.

Below is described an embodiment of applying the pres-
ent invention to a focused ultrasound treatment on the brain.
Before the focused ultrasound treatment, a fixing device is
used to fix the position of the patient’s head. Normally, it is
sufficient for the focused ultrasound treatment to use the
fixing device to fix the interested region. As shown in FIG.
4A and FIG. 4B, the fixing device 306 may be a thermo-
plastic mold thermally formed to contact a patient 40. The
fixing device 306 can be mounted on and dismounted from
the patient 40 repeatedly. The patient 40 is scanned in the
image scanning room while wearing the fixing device 306.

As shown in FIG. 4C, a fixed track 304 is engaged with
the fixing device 306. If the patient 40 needs multiple cycles
of focused ultrasound treatments, the physician does not
need to scan the patient 40 repeatedly. The physician can
directly make use of the image information obtained in the
first scanning, letting the patient 40 wear the dedicated fixing
device 306 to fix the interested region at the same time.
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FIGS. 5A-5F are diagrams schematically showing the
calibration process according to one embodiment of the
present invention. The operation system and the method
thereof are described in detail below in FIGS. 2-4 and FIGS.
5A-5F.

In Step S202, a fixture 30 is provided, which may be
similar to a stereotactic frame. The fixture 30 is used to fix
the head of the patient 40 (as shown in FIGS. 4A-4C) and
includes a sliding track 302, a fixed track 304 and a fixing
device 306.

In Step S204, the previously obtained brain images of
patient 40 (referring to Step S41 in FIG. 1) are retrieved. In
Step S206, a neuronavigation system 20 is provided to guide
a focused ultrasound device 10 to focus ultrasound energy
on a target point.

The neuronavigation system 20 includes a calibration unit
providing at least two tracking points P1 and P2. The
tracking point P1 provides fixed reference coordinates and is
normally arranged at a location whose relative position is
invariable with respect to the interested region. It is pre-
ferred that the tracking point P1 is arranged on the fixed
track 304 of the fixture 30. The ultrasonic transducer 106 of
the focused ultrasound device 10 is arranged on the sliding
track 302 of the fixture 30. Another tracking point P2 of the
neuronavigation system 20 is arranged on the ultrasonic
transducer 106 of the focused ultrasound device 10. The
present invention performs a calibration process to define
the position of the target point according to the tracking
points P1 and P2, the patient’s brain images obtained in Step
S204, and the focus point O of the focused ultrasound device
10.

In Step S208, the focused ultrasound device 10 delivers
energy to the defined target point to increase the blood-to-
brain permeability of the local tissue at the target point.

Referring to FIG. 3 for one embodiment, the focused
ultrasound device 10 electrically connects with the neuro-
navigation system 20 and includes a signal generator 102, a
signal amplifier 104, an ultrasonic transducer 106, and a
power meter 108. The signal generator 102 outputs an
ultrasonic signal V1. The signal amplifier 104 connects with
the signal generator 102 and amplifies the ultrasonic signal
V1 to generate focused ultrasound V2. The ultrasonic trans-
ducer 106 connects with the signal amplifier 104 and deliv-
ers the focused ultrasound V2 to the target point. The power
meter 108 connects with the ultrasonic transducer 106 and
measures the energy of the focused ultrasound V2.

In one embodiment, the ultrasonic signal V1 may be a
sinusoidal signal. The central frequency of the focused
ultrasound V2 resonates with the ultrasonic transducer 106.

In one embodiment, the neuronavigation system 20
includes a computer unit and its related software, firmware
and memory. The neuronavigation system 20 records the
brain images of the patient 40 and provides the tracking
points P1 and P2. The neuronavigation system 20 performs
the calibration process according to the brain images of the
patient 40, the focus point O of the focused ultrasound
device 10, and the tracking points P1 and P2. In one
embodiment, the tracking point P1 is arranged on the fixed
track 304 of the fixture 30, functioning as a reference point
having a set of fixed coordinates in space. The tracking point
P2 is arranged on a sensing point of the ultrasonic transducer
106.

Refer to FIGS. 5A and 5B which schematically show how
the neuronavigation system recognizes connection between
the tracking point P1 and the focus point O. In FIG. 5A, the
neuronavigation system recognizes P1 and P2, calibrates the
accuracy thereof, makes a connection between them, and
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generate a spatial vector 71 that points from P1 to P2 (the
coordinate of 71 is denoted as (x1,yl,z1)).

In FIG. 5B, the neuronavigation system further recognizes
P2 and O, calibrates the accuracy thereof, makes a connec-
tion between them, and generates another spatial vector
¥2 that points from P2 to O (the coordinate of #2 is denoted
as (x2,y2,72)).

Once the steps shown in FIGS. 5A and 5B are performed,
the neuronavigation system can recognize and make con-
nection between P1 and O by performing the vector sum of
v1+V2 (by mathematically obtaining the coordinates of
(x14x2, y14y2, z1+72)).

As mentioned above, the fixture 30 includes a sliding
track 302 and a fixed track 304. The neuronavigation system
20 uses the tracking point P1 arranged on the fixed track 304
of the fixture 30 and the tracking point P2 to perform the
calibration process for defining the target point. The ultra-
sonic transducer 106 is arranged on the sliding track 302 and
slides along the sliding track 302 back and forth, delivering
focused ultrasound to the defined focused point O. As shown
in FIG. 4D, the sliding track 302 can rotate 360 degrees with
respect to a first axis, and the ultrasonic transducer 106
arranged on the sliding track 302 can rotate with respect to
a second axis (with maximally 180 degree rotation), which
is vertical to the first axis. Thus, the ultrasonic transducer
106 can move to an arbitrary position in the 3D space and
deliver focused ultrasound to the target point from an
arbitrary position in the 3D space.

The material of the fixing device 306 should be suitable
for the imaging system. For example, an MRI system should
avoid unsuitable material so that there is no unexpected
noise interference with imaging that might cause an erro-
neous result.

The following describes in detail how to integrate the
focused ultrasound device 10 with the neuronavigation
system 20 and how the neuronavigation system 20 executes
the calibration process.

The focused ultrasound device 10 and the neuronaviga-
tion system 20 are two completely different instruments, for
which a new calibration process is needed to achieve stable
integration there in between.

In the conventional calibration of physical surgical instru-
ments, a calibration tracker 24 (different from the tracking
points P1 and P2) is used to assist in calibration. The
calibration tracker 24 can allow a neuronavigation system to
identify the physical surgical instruments that may be used
in surgery through a calibration procedure. The method by
which the neuronavigation system calibrates tangible surgi-
cal instruments is a conventional technology and will not be
described herein. The present invention proposes a novel
calibration process to calibrate an intangible ultrasonic focus
point O. The novel calibration process proposed by the
present invention is described in detail below.

FIG. 5C and FIG. 5D are diagrams schematically showing
a calibration process according to one embodiment of the
present invention. Meanwhile, also refer to FIG. 6 which
shows the flowchart of a calibration process according to
one embodiment of the present invention.

In Step S602, the focus point O of the focused ultrasound
device is determined. The focus point O and the complete
3D energy distribution in the acoustic field can be obtained
via a precision underwater ultrasonic acoustic field measure-
ment. In order to define the focus point O of the focused
ultrasound device, the present invention proposes a dummy
26 of the ultrasonic transducer, which will cooperate with
the calibration tracker 24. In one embodiment, the dummy
26 is a T-shape dummy, which is used to assist the calibra-
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tion tracker 24 to precisely determine the position of the
focus point of the focused ultrasound energy in space. The
T-shape dummy 26 attaches to ultrasonic transducer 106,
and the intangible focus point is transiently replaced by the
tangible tip of the T-shape dummy 26, as shown in FIG. 5D.

In Step S604, the dummy 26 is used to point out the
position of the focus point O, and an intra-image calibration
process is performed. Firstly, the brain images of the patient
are input to the neuronavigation system, and several refer-
ence points R1, R2, . . ., Rn on the head of the patient are
defined, as shown in FIG. 5D. (Since the markers R1 ... Rn
will be attached in the 1% MRI, the following calibration
process can be proceeded; R1 . . . Rn attachment is a
standard neuronavigation guidance calibration procedure).
The neuronavigation system records the reference points R1,
R2, ..., Rn and determines the coordinates of the reference
points in the brain images. The calibration tracker 24 assists
the neuronavigation system to perform coordinate compari-
son and determine whether the coordinates are within the
tolerance. In one embodiment, the sensing point P2 is
arranged on the ultrasonic transducer 106 so as to sequen-
tially establish the relationships of the focus point O and the
coordinates in the brain images corresponding to the refer-
ence points R1, R2, . . ., Rn, thereby establishing the
positional relationship between the sensing point P2 and the
focus point O in the images.

In Step S606, a calibration process is performed on an
image-space transformation. The neuronavigation system
begins to search for the position of the sensing point P2 in
space; meanwhile, the fixed coordinates of P1 appear on the
screen. The neuronavigation system uses the relative posi-
tions of the reference point P1 and the sensing point P2 to
calibrate the coordinates of P2, referring to the reference
points R1, R2, . . ., Rn. Assisted by the calibration tracker
24, the neuronavigation system compares the spatial posi-
tion and the coordinates in the image to determine whether
the spatial position matches the coordinates. At this moment,
the neuronavigation can identify the focused point O based
on the known spatial relationship between P1 and P2 as well
as the spatial relationship between P2 and O. Once the
calibration of the focus point of focused ultrasound is
completed, the T-shape dummy 26 is taken off. Thus, the
neuronavigation system can identify the intangible focus
point O and define the target point of focused ultrasound.

Next, a water bag 50 is bound to the ultrasonic transducer
106 to serve as an ultrasound energy transmission coupling,
and the ultrasonic transducer 106 is mounted on the sliding
track 302, as shown in FIG. 5E and FIG. 5F. Meanwhile, the
neuronavigation system continues to track the focus point O
of focused ultrasound. FIG. 4D schematically shows that the
ultrasonic transducer mounted on the sliding track under-
takes a focused ultrasound treatment. In such a case, the
tracking points P1, P2 and the focus point O appear on the
screen simultaneously, thereby enabling the physical posi-
tion of the target point to be precisely located. Then, the
focused ultrasound device delivers focused ultrasound
energy to the target point.

In conclusion, the present invention proposes a system
and method to guide the focused ultrasound to the target
point fast, accurately and efficiently. The focus point of
focused ultrasound is normally separated from the ultrasonic
transducer by a distance of several centimeters to more than
10 centimeters. Further, the focus point is merely the size of
a grain of rice. The advantage of focused ultrasound “con-
centrating ultrasonic energy on a specified target point”
cannot be fully realized unless the focused ultrasound is
precisely guided by the system and method of the present
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invention. The present invention integrates the focused
ultrasound device and the neuronavigation system and
applies to the regions where the neuronavigation system can
reach. The present invention can be used to enhance the
blood-to-brain permeability to deliver medicine to the brain.
The present invention can also be used to locally cauterize
deep-seated tissue of the central nervous system, regulate or
stimulate local or deep-seated cells, increase permeability of
local vessels, dissolve local thrombi, and locally deliver
medicine or therapeutic substances into the brain, for
example, small-molecule chemotherapeutic agents, thera-
peutic peptides, monoclonal antibodies, genes, viral vectors,
or cells.

FIG. 7 shows the outcomes of MRI for evaluating the
results of the experiment using the neuronavigation system
to guide focused ultrasound to enhance the blood-to-brain
permeability of an animal (a young pig) according to one
embodiment of the present invention. After performing the
1" MRI imaging acquisition, the abovementioned focused
point calibration process is performed. Next, focused ultra-
sound is locally delivered to stimulate the target point.
Meanwhile, microbubbles may be injected into the animal to
enhance the blood-to-brain permeability. Next, the animal is
scanned in the MRI chamber to verify the effect of the
focused ultrasound treatment guided by the neuronavigation
system. Before the MRI scanning, an MRI imaging contrast
agent is injected into the animal. If the permeability of the
local vessels is increased, the MRI imaging contrast agent
(Gd-DTPA) will enter the brain tissue. Meanwhile, the
distance is measured between the target point and the region
where the imaging contrast agent leaks into the brain tissue.
In FIG. 7, Point 1 and Point 2 of Coordinates 1 in the first
column are the target points; Point 1 and Point 2 of Coor-
dinates 2 in the fourth column are the positions where
focused ultrasound actually acts. The MR T1-weighted
images in the first and second columns are used to detect
whether the tested animal is displaced between the first
imaging activity (before the focused ultrasound treatment)
and the second imaging activity (after the focused ultra-
sound treatment). The positions where the permeability of
vessels increases can be clearly observed in the second
column to the fourth column. The arrows indicate the
positions of the target points and the positions where the
focused ultrasound actually acts. The locally-enlarged views
in the lower left of FIG. 7 show that the distances between
the target points and the positions where focused ultrasound
actually acts are only 1.5 mm and 0.7 mm, respectively. The
experimental results show that the present invention has an
error very close to that of conventional technology, even
though the present invention only uses MRI in a portion of
the process. Therefore, the present invention is proved to
work effectively.

FIG. 8A shows the MR spin-lattice relaxation rate (R1)
maps of the arrowed regions having been treated by focused
ultrasound in FIG. 7. FIG. 8B shows the analysis images of
the regions of the brains according to the identical experi-
mental parameters. FIG. 8A and FIG. 8B further show that
the blood-to-brain permeability was increased based on an
elevated R1 value increase. Since the MRI contrast agent
concentration is linearly correlated with the R1 value, it
proves that higher MRI contrast agent concentration was
deposited at the target position (in this case it demonstrated
at least 100% concentration increase when compared to the
unsonicated brain regions). Therefore, the present invention
can effectively deliver medicine to a local tissue.

FIG. 9A and FIG. 9B show the results of the experiment
using the neuronavigation system to guide a multi-point
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focused ultrasound treatment to enhance the blood-to-brain
permeability of animals according to one embodiment of the
present invention, wherein the spacing of each two adjacent
focus points is 5 mm, and wherein the focused ultrasound
treatments are undertaken 3x3=9 times. FIG. 9A and FIG.
9B show that the area where the blood-to-brain permeability
is effectively enhanced by the multi-point focused ultra-
sound treatment has a diameter of 20 mm, which is much
greater than the 4 mm spacing done by the single-point
focused ultrasound treatment. Therefore, the multi-point
FUS (focused ultrasound) treatment can enhance a large area
of blood-to-brain permeability.

FIG. 10 shows the relationship between the number of
focus points of FUS and the distance between the focus point
and the position where FUS actually acts. FIG. 10 shows that
the distance between the focus point and the position where
FUS actually acts is only 2.3+0.9 mm. This proves that the
present invention is practical and effective.

Normally, focused ultrasound is not concentrated on a
point but distributed in a 3D space. If focused ultrasound is
not guided to an energy point but to an energy space, the
guidance will be more precise. Refer to FIGS. 11A-11D for
a multi-point FUS positioner according to one embodiment
of the present invention, wherein a multi-pin T-shape
dummy 26 is used in calibration of a 3D distribution of the
focused ultrasound energy (in this example, the present
embodiment demonstrated an example to identify the 50%
iso-pressure distribution). FIG. 11C and FIG. 11D are
respectively a bottom view and a side view of the ultrasonic
transducer 106 shown in FIG. 11A. FIG. 11B is a locally-
enlarged view of a focused region 107 shown in FI1G. 11A.
The multi-pin T-shape dummy allows the neuronavigation
system to undertake multiple cycles of calibrations in
sequence to define the volumetric focused ultrasound energy
distribution. The difference between the embodiment and the
embodiment of single-point tracking shown in FIGS. 5C-5F
resides in the use of a 50% acoustic pressure line to define
the volumetric focused ultrasound energy distribution. In
FIGS. 11A-11D, O1-0O6 respectively represent 6 different
locations that all contains 50% focused ultrasound pressure
level when compared to the peak pressure one.

FIG. 12A and FIG. 12B respectively show a manual
operation mode and a fixed-track operation mode of multi-
point FUS according to one embodiment of the present
invention. Either one of the two modes can define a larger
3D focused space, as shown in FIG. 12C and FIG. 12D. FIG.
12C and FIG. 12D demonstrate the real-time control tactics
for using a single cycle of FUS or multiple cycles of FUS to
implement delivering medicine to the brain tissue according
to one embodiment of the present invention, wherein the
regions encircled by thick curves are the focused 3D spaces
defined by FIG. 11B.

Particular mention should be made of the following:
Before the blood-to-brain permeability has been enhanced,
the spectrum only contains the base-band frequency, fc (see
FIG. 13A and FIG. 13B). If the permeability of the brain
vessels increases, a subharmonic or ultraharmonic may
accompany the ultrasound echo; if the permeability of the
brain vessels does not increase, the subharmonic and ultra-
harmonic would not appear. Therefore, the present invention
determines whether to stop applying ultrasound according to
whether the subharmonic or ultraharmonic appears. FIG.
13C and FIG. 13D show a subharmonic and ultraharmonic
frequency components, wherein the frequency of the sub-
harmonic is 0.5xfc and 1.5xfc, respectively, and wherein fc
is the central frequency of the focused ultrasound.
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The present invention detects the characteristic echo to
determine whether permeability of local vessels varies in
real-time. The subharmonic and superharmonic detection as
the feedback loop control index is for use in blood-brain
permeability enhancement applications. For other applica-
tions, different indexes identified from the received echo
signal can be used. For example, for thrombolytic applica-
tion, one may analyze the Doppler signal change (i.e.,
frequency shift) received from the echo signal to detect
blood-flow/blood velocity recovery.

FIG. 14 shows the flowchart of a real-time control tactic
for using a single cycle of FUS or multiple cycles of FUS to
implement delivering medicine to the brain tissue according
to one embodiment of the present invention. As shown in
FIG. 14, the multi-point FUS control process comprises
Steps S111-S127.

In Steps S111-S119, the brain images obtained previously
are retrieved, registration and calibration are performed, the
target region is selected and ultrasound is focused on the
target region. In Step S121, detection is performed as to
whether the spectrum of FUS varies (whether the subhar-
monic or ultraharmonic appears). If the subharmonic or
ultraharmonic appears, application of FUS is ceased (Step
$123). If the subharmonic and ultraharmonic do not appear,
the process returns to Step S119 and FUS continues to be
applied.

After Step S123, the system detects whether all the target
regions have been treated. If all the target regions have been
treated, the process ends (Step S127). If there is any target
region untreated, the process returns to Step S117 and
focuses ultrasound on the target region.

It should be noted that in Step S115, the calibration is to
define the 3D focused space and use the spectrum variation
to determine whether the permeability of blood vessels
increases. If the permeability of the blood vessels of the
current target region has increased, the treatment turns to the
next target region until all the target regions are treated. The
calibration process is undertaken according to the calibration
points O1-06 shown in FIG. 11B.

In conclusion, the present invention proposes a focused
ultrasound delivery system guided by a neuronavigation
system for delivering an energy and a method for the same,
which is a novel technology using the neuronavigation
system to guide focused ultrasound to the target region.

Eliminating the need to integrate the focused ultrasound
device with the MRI system, the present invention is char-
acterized in using the existing neuronavigation system to
guide FUS. Therefore, the present invention can reduce
equipment cost and increase the flexibility of the operation
system.

The embodiments described above are to demonstrate the
technical thought and characteristics of the present invention
to enable he persons skilled in the art to understand, make,
and use the present invention. They are not intended to limit
the scope of the present invention. Any equivalent modifi-
cation or variation according to the spirit of the present
invention is to be included within the scope of the present
invention.

What is claimed is:

1. An ultrasound system, which guides a focused ultra-
sound energy to a target point located in a tissue of a central
nervous system, comprising:

a focused ultrasound device generating a focus point and
delivering said energy to said target point which is a
tissue wrapped by a hard tissue, and said target point is
located in an interested region of an individual,
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a first tracking point, a second tracking point and a
computer unit, wherein said first tracking point pro-
vides fixed reference coordinates and is arranged at a
location whose relative position to said interested
region of said individual is invariable, and wherein said
second tracking point is arranged on an ultrasonic
transducer of said focused ultrasound device, and said
computer unit retrieves an image of said interested
region of said individual, and said image of said
interested region of said individual is a previously
obtained image obtained with an MRI (Magnetic Reso-
nance Imaging) technology or a CT (Computed
Tomography) technology;

reference points on said interested region with spatial
positions, and wherein said computer unit records said
reference points on said interested region to determine
coordinates of said reference points in said image of
said interested region;

a calibration tracker connecting with said computer unit;

a dummy arranged on said ultrasonic transducer, wherein
said dummy includes a tip pointing out a spatial posi-
tion of said focus point, and said tip of said dummy,
said second tracking point and said first tracking point
are tracked by said calibration tracker and said com-
puter unit to search said spatial position of said, focus
point and said computer unit compares said spatial
positions of said first tracking point, said second track-
ing point and said reference points with said coordi-
nates of said first tracking point, said second tracking
point and said reference points in said image of said
interested region to establish the positional relationship
between said first tracking point, said second tracking
point and said reference points in said image of said
interested region, whereby said spatial position of said
focus point corresponds to coordinates of said focus
point in said image of said interested region based on
known positional relationship between said second
tracking point and said focus point; and

a fixture fixing said interested region of said individual.

2. The ultrasound system according to claim 1, wherein
said focused ultrasound device further comprises

a signal generator generating an ultrasonic signal; and

a signal amplifier electrically connecting with said signal
generator, electrically connecting with said ultrasonic
transducer and amplifying said ultrasonic signal into
said focused ultrasound; and

said ultrasonic transducer delivers said focused ultra-
sound to said target point, wherein a central frequency
of said focused ultrasound resonates with said ultra-
sonic transducer.

3. The ultrasound system according to claim 2, wherein
said focused ultrasound device further includes a power
meter electrically connecting with said ultrasonic transducer
and measuring power of said focused ultrasound.

4. The ultrasound system according to claim 2, wherein
said ultrasonic signal is a sinusoidal signal.

5. The ultrasound system according to claim 1, wherein
said fixture comprises a sliding track and a fixed track, and
wherein an ultrasonic transducer of said focused ultrasound
device is arranged on said sliding track.

6. The ultrasound system according to claim 5, wherein
said fixture further comprises a fixing device, and wherein
said fixing device is worn by said individual and fixes said
interested region of said individual in retrieving said image
of said interested region of said individual.

7. The ultrasound system according to claim 6, wherein
said fixing device is a thermoplastic mold.
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8. The ultrasound system according to claim 1, wherein
said fixture comprises a sliding track and a fixed track, and
wherein said first tracking point is arranged on said fixed
track, and wherein said second tracking point is arranged on
said sliding track.

9. The ultrasound system according to claim 1, wherein
said focused ultrasound is applied to cauterization, stimu-
lating local or deep-seated cells, regulating local or deep-
seated cells, enhancing blood vessel permeability, dissolving
thrombi, and locally delivering medicine.

10. The ultrasound system according to claim 1, wherein
said focused ultrasound is applied to enhance blood-to-brain
permeability.

11. The ultrasound system according to claim 1, wherein
said focused ultrasound device is a multi-point focused
ultrasound device.

12. A focused ultrasound energy delivery method for
delivering an energy, which guides a focused ultrasound
energy to a target point located in a tissue of a central
nervous system, comprising steps of:

providing a ultrasound system comprising a focused ultra-

sound device, a fixture, a dummy and a calibration
tracker, wherein said ultrasound system further
includes a first tracking point, a second tracking point
and a computer unit, and wherein said first tracking
point provides fixed reference coordinates and is
arranged at a location whose relative position to an
interested region of an individual is invariable, and
wherein said second tracking point is arranged on an
ultrasonic transducer of said focused ultrasound device,
and wherein said dummy is arranged on said ultrasonic
transducer, wherein said dummy includes a tip pointing
out a spatial position of said focus point, and wherein
said calibration tracker connects with said computer
unit, wherein said focused ultrasound device generates
said energy, and wherein said ultrasound system guides
said energy to said target point which is a tissue
wrapped by a hard tissue, and said target point is
located in said interested region, and wherein said
fixture fixes said interested region;

using said computer unit to retrieve an image of said

interested region of said individual, wherein said image
is obtained with an MRI (Magnetic Resonance Imag-
ing) technology or a CT (Computed Tomography)
technology;
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providing reference points on said interested region,
wherein said reference points are located at spatial
positions

using said computer unit to record said reference points

on said interested region to determine coordinates of
said reference points in said image of said interested
region, and using said calibration tracker and said
computer unit to track said tip of said dummy, said
second tracking point and said first tracking point to
search said spatial position of said focus point;

using said computer unit to compare said spatial positions

of said first tracking point, said second tracking and
said reference points with said coordinates of said first
tracking point, said second tracking and said reference
points in said image of said interested region to estab-
lish the positional relationship between said first track-
ing point, said second tracking point and said reference
points in said image of said interested region, whereby
said spatial position of said focus point corresponds to
coordinates of said focus point in said image of said
interested region based on known positional relation-
ship between said second tracking point and said focus
point;

guiding said focus point to said target point with said

ultrasound system; and

delivering said energy to said target point with said

focused ultrasound device.

13. The method according to claim 12, wherein said
focused ultrasound energy is applied to cauterization, stimu-
lating local or deep-seated cells, regulating local or deep-
seated cells, enhancing blood vessel permeability, dissolving
thrombi, and locally delivering medicine.

14. The method according to claim 12, wherein said
focused ultrasound is applied to enhancing blood-to-brain
permeability.

15. The method according to claim 12, further comprising
a step of stopping output of said focused ultrasound energy
when a subharmonic or a ultraharmonic accompanies an
ultrasonic echo.

16. The method according to claim 12, wherein said
focused ultrasound device is a multi-point focused ultra-
sound device.
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