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7) ABSTRACT

An ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus capable of quantitatively
checking its performance. The ultrasonic diagnostic appa-
ratus includes: an ultrasonic transmission unit; an ultrasonic
reception unit; a signal processing unit for processing detec-
tion signals output from the ultrasonic reception unit to
generate data; a first storage unit for storing data, which has
been obtained by transmitting ultrasonic waves to a prede-
termined object and receiving ultrasonic echoes, as manage-
ment data; a second storage unit for storing data, which has
been obtained by transmitting ultrasonic waves to the pre-
determined object and receiving ultrasonic echoes when
performance of the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus is
checked, as check data; a comparison unit for generating
comparison data on the basis of both the management data
and the check data; and an image display unit for displaying
an image on the basis of the comparison data.
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ULTRASONIC DIAGNOSTIC APPARATUS AND
METHOD OF CHECKING ITS PERFORMANCE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
[0001]

[0002] The present invention relates to an ultrasonic diag-
nostic apparatus for transmitting ultrasonic waves to an
object to be inspected, receiving ultrasonic echoes reflected
from the object and displaying images on the basis of the
received ultrasonic echoes. Further, the present invention
also relates to a method of checking the performance of such
an ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus.

[0003]

[0004] The quality of images displayed on an image
display unit (for example, CRT, LCD, etc.) of an ultrasonic
diagnostic apparatus deteriorates due to various factors. For
example, a signal-to-noise ratio of images degrades with the
deterioration of an ultrasonic transducer for transmission or
reception of ultrasonic echoes, and the quality of the images
also degrades with the deterioration of the image display
unit.

[0005] When such image quality deterioration occurred in
a conventional ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus, it was
impossible to find out which caused the deterioration, the
image display unit or another part inside the ultrasonic
diagnostic apparatus, because the condition inside the ultra-
sonic diagnostic apparatus could not be checked. In that
case, it was also impossible to analyze the image quality
deterioration quantitatively.

[0006] In Japanese Patent Laid-open Publication JP-A-9-
190170 (hereinafter referred to also as Reference 1), the
applicant discloses an image display method in which image
signals are objected to gradation transformation processing
based on predetermined gradation transformation conditions
and then displayed on light-emitting display means, the
method comprising the steps of detecting the external light
level irradiated on the light-emitting display means and
changing the gradation transformation conditions so as to
obtain a desired gradation on the basis of the detection
results. The image display method disclosed in Reference 1,
however, can not quantitatively check the image quality
deterioration due to various reasons, although it can change
the gradation of displayed images as a function of the
external light level.

[0007] In Japanese Patent Laid-open Publication JP-A-9-
146513 (hereinafter referred to also as Reference 2), the
applicant discloses an image display method in which image
signals are objected to gradation transformation processing
and then displayed on light-emitting display means, the
method comprising the steps of detecting the amount of
deterioration in brightness of the light-emitting display
means and correcting the brightness deterioration of the
light-emitting display means on the basis of the detected
amount of deterioration.

[0008] In Japanese Patent Laid-open Publication JP-A-9-
212144 (hereinafter referred to also as Reference 3), the
applicant discloses an image display method in which image
signals are objected to gradation transformation processing
based on a predetermined gradation transformation table and
then displayed on image display means, the method com-

1. Field of the Invention

2. Description of a Related Art
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prising steps of detecting the amount of deterioration of
brightness of the image display means and correcting the
gradation transformation table on the basis of the detected
amount of deterioration so that the brightness deterioration
of the image display means can be corrected.

[0009] The image display methods disclosed in Refer-
ences 2 and 3, however, can not quantitatively check the
image quality deterioration due to various reasons, although
they can correct brightness deterioration of the light-emit-
ting display means or image display means.

[0010] In Japanese Patent Laid-open Publication JP-A-
2000-278721 (hereinafter referred to also as Reference 4),
the applicant discloses an image quality checking method
for display units, the method comprising the steps of dis-
playing specified test patterns on the screen of a display unit,
storing the test patterns as digital data, comparing the stored
digital data with reference data previously acquired in the
same manner in that display unit and outputting a difference
value between both data. The image quality checking
method for display units disclosed in Reference 4, however,
is not designed to evaluate the image quality affected by any
part other than the image display unit of a medical diagnostic
apparatus having a display unit, although it can quantita-
tively and objectively evaluate the quality of images appear-
ing on the display unit.

[0011] In Japanese Patent Laid-open Publication JP-A-
2000-287227 (hereinafter referred to also as Reference 5),
the applicant discloses a sharpness measuring method for
display units, the method comprising the steps of displaying
rectangular wave test patterns including a plurality of line
pairs corresponding to a plurality of frequencies at a fixed
position on the screen of a display unit, storing the test
patterns as digital data, finding the response corresponding
to each frequency from the stored digital data, finding the
CTF (contrast transfer function) value of the display unit
from the response, and then calculating the MTF (modula-
tion transfer function) value from the CTF value. The
sharpness measuring method for display units disclosed in
Reference 5, however, is not designed to evaluate the image
quality affected by any part other than the image display unit
of a medical diagnostic apparatus having a display unit,
although it can accurately measure the sharpness of images
appearing on the display unit.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0012] The present invention has been conceived in view
of the above problems. It is therefore an object of the present
invention to provide a method of quantitatively checking the
performance of an ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus and to
provide an ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus having such a
function.

[0013] To solve the above problems, an ultrasonic diag-
nostic apparatus according to the present invention com-
prises: ultrasonic transmission means for transmitting ultra-
sonic waves; ultrasonic reception means for receiving
ultrasonic echoes to output detection signals; signal process-
ing means for processing the detection signals output from
the ultrasonic reception means to generate data; first storage
means for storing data, which has been obtained by trans-
mitting ultrasonic waves to a predetermined object and
receiving ultrasonic echoes reflected by the predetermined
object, as management data; second storage means for
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storing data, which has been obtained by transmitting ultra-
sonic waves to the predetermined object and receiving
ultrasonic echoes reflected by the predetermined object
when performance of the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus is
checked, as check data; comparison means for gencrating
comparison data on the basis of both the management data
stored in the first storage means and the check data stored in
the second storage means; and an image display unit for
displaying an image on the basis of the comparison data
generated by the comparison means.

[0014] Further, a method of checking performance of an
ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus according to the present
invention comprises the steps of: (a) previously storing data,
which has been obtained by transmitting ultrasonic waves to
a predetermined object and receiving ultrasonic echoes
reflected by the predetermined object, as management data;
(b) storing data, which has been obtained by transmitting
ultrasonic waves to the predetermined object and receiving
ultrasonic echoes reflected by the predetermined object
when performance of the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus is
checked, as check data; (c) generating comparison data on
the basis of both the management data stored at step (a) and
the check data stored at step (b); and (d) displaying an image
on the basis of the comparison data generated at step (c).

[0015] According to the present invention, the perfor-
mance of the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus can be checked
quantitatively by comparing management data stored in
advance with check data obtained when the performance of
the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus is checked.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0016] The above and other objects, aspects, features and
advantages of the present invention will become more
apparent from the following detailed description when taken
in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, in which:

[0017] FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing the configura-
tion of an ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus according to one
embodiment of the present invention;

[0018]

[0019] FIG. 3 is a flowchart showing the management
data accumulation operation of the ultrasonic diagnostic
apparatus according to the embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

[0020] FIG. 4 is a flowchart showing the operation of
checking the performance of the ultrasonic diagnostic appa-
ratus according to the embodiment of the present invention;

[0021] FIGS. 5A to 5C are diagrams showing examples of
images displayed by the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus
according to the embodiment of the present invention; and

[0022] FIGS. 6A to 6C are diagrams showing examples of
iron balls, etc. to be imaged by the ultrasonic diagnostic
apparatus according to the embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 2 is a diagram showing an SMPTE pattern,

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

[0023] An embodiment of the present invention will now
be described in detail with reference to the drawings. The
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same reference numerals are given to identical parts, and
explanation thereof is omitted.

[0024] FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing the configura-
tion of an ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus according to an
embodiment of the present invention. As shown in FIG. 1,
the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus 1 comprises an ultrasonic
probe 2, a main unit 3, and an image quality measuring unit
4 for measuring the quality of images displayed by the main
unit 3. As the image quality measuring unit 4, for example,
a digital camera or the like can be used to measure the
brightness and resolution of displayed images.

[0025] The ultrasonic probe 2 comprises an ultrasonic
transmission unit 21 including a piezoelectric transducer for
transmitting ultrasonic waves to an object to be inspected on
the basis of a drive signal sent from the main unit 3, and an
ultrasonic detection unit 22 including a light modulation
element (ultrasonic detection element) for receiving and
modulating light sent from the main unit 3 on the basis of the
ultrasonic echoes reflectedwithin the object. Piezoelectric
ceramics represented by PZT (Pb(lead) zirconate titanate),
high-molecular piezoelectric elements represented by PVDF
(polyvinyl diftuoride) or the like can be used as the piezo-
¢lectric transducer included in the ultrasonic transmission
unit 21. The ultrasonic detection unit 22 may include an
array of optical fibers to transmit incident light from the
main unit 3, and a light modulation element such as FPR
(Fabry-Perot resonator) or FBG (fiber Bragg grating) dis-
posed at the end of each optical fiber.

[0026] The main unit 3 includes a control unit 31, a drive
signal generating circuit 32, a light source unit 33, a beam
separating unit 34, a focussing unit 35, a photodetecting unit
36, a signal processing unit 37, an A/D conversion unit 38,
a primary storage unit 39, an image processing unit 40, a
secondary storage unit 41, a management data storage unit
42, a data comparison unit 43, a reference pattern holding
unit 44 and an image display unit 45.

[0027] The control unit 31 controls the operation timing
for the drive signal generating circuit 32 and the signal
processing unit 37 as well as the other units above.

[0028] The drive signal generating circuit 32 generates
and outputs a drive signal to be used for driving the
ultrasonic transmission unit 21 under the control of the
control unit 31. The drive signal output from the drive signal
generating circuit causes output ultrasonic waves having a
specified transmission sound pressure or waveform to the
ultrasonic transmission unit 21.

[0029] The light source unit 33 generates and emits light
having a specified wavelength.

[0030] The beam separating unit 34 passes the light emit-
ted from the light source unit 33 toward the ultrasonic
detection unit 22, and reflects a part of the incident light
from the direction of the ultrasonic detection unit 22 and
leads it toward the focussing unit 35.

[0031] The photodetecting unit 36 includes more than one
PD (photodiode), CCD (charge coupled device) or the like
for converting received light into an electric signal.

[0032] The focussing unit 35 forms images on the detec-
tion surface of the photodetecting unit 36 by focusing
incident light from the beam separating unit 34.
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[0033] The signal processing unit 37 conducts specified
signal processing such as demodulation processing on sig-
nals output from the photodetecting unit 36 under the control
of the control unit 31.

[0034] The A/D conversion unit 38 converts each analog
signal output from the signal processing unit 37 into a digital
signal (data).

[0035] The primary storage unit 39 stores digital signals
output from the A/D conversion unit 38.

[0036] The image processing unit 40 generates image
signals (image data) by conducting specified image process-
ing such as gradation treatment on digital signals stored in
the primary storage unit 39.

[0037] The secondary storage unit 41 stores image data
generated by the image processing unit 40.

[0038] The management data storage unit 42 receives and
stores image data stored in the secondary storage unit 41
when the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus 1 is accumulating
management data.

[0039] The image display unit 45 displays images on the
basis of image data, etc. generated by the image processing
unit 40.

[0040] When the performance deterioration of the parts
other than the image display unit 45 is checked, the data
comparison unit 43 generates comparison data on the basis
of image data stored in the secondary storage unit 41 and the
management data storage unit 42, so that an image indicative
of the comparison results is displayed on the image display
unit 45. When the deterioration of image quality due to the
image display unit 45 is checked, the data comparison unit
43 also compares image data obtained by imaging the
reference pattern by using the image quality measuring unit
4 with image data stored in advance in the management data
storage unit 42 by imaging the reference pattern by using the
image quality measuring unit 4, so that an image indicating
the comparison results is displayed on the image display unit
45.

[0041] The reference pattern holding unit 44 holds image
data indicating the reference pattern that serves as a refer-
ence for checking the deterioration of image quality. The
reference pattern includes, for example, a low-contrast pat-
tern or a step pattern used to check the deterioration of
brightness, or a resolution measurement pattern used to
measure the deterioration of resolution. In this embodiment,
an SMPTE pattern is used as the reference pattern. The
SMPTE pattern is a pattern as shown in FIG. 2, recom-
mended as a test pattern for medical image quality control by
the Society of Motion Picture and Television Engineers, an
American society, and ratified by the North American Radia-
tion Society.

[0042] Description will then be made about operations of
the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus according to this embodi-
ment of the present invention. The ultrasonic diagnostic
apparatus can perform (1) normal imaging operation for
normal ultrasonic diagnosis, (2) management data accumu-
lation operation of obtaining and storing management data
that serves as a reference for checking performance of the
ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus, and (3) performance check-
ing operation of checking performance of the ultrasonic
diagnostic apparatus. These operations can be changed over
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from one to another under control of the control unit in
accordance with instructions of an operator.

[0043] The normal imaging operation will first be
described with reference to FIG. 1.

[0044] The ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus starts the nor-
mal imaging operation when an operator holds the ultrasonic
probe 2 of the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus so that it is
positioned opposite to an object, and gives the ultrasonic
diagnostic apparatus a command to start the normal imaging
operation.

[0045] 1In the normal imaging operation, the drive signal
generating circuit 32 transmits a drive signal to the ultra-
sonic transmission unit 21 under the control of the control
unit 31, and then, the ultrasonic transmission unit 21 trans-
mits ultrasonic waves to an object to be inspected in accor-
dance with the drive signal. The ultrasonic waves transmit-
ted from the ultrasonic transmission unit 21 are reflected by
internal organs, etc. within the object and are received by the
ultrasonic detection unit 22.

[0046] In the ultrasonic detection unit 22, light having a
specified wavelength generated by the light source unit 33 is
reflected by the light modulation element contained in the
ultrasonic detection unit 22 and is modulated by the received
ultrasonic echoes. The direction in which the modulated
light travels is changed by the beam separating unit 34, and
the light passes through the focussing unit 35 and forms an
image on the detection surface of the photodetecting unit 36.

[0047] The photodetecting unit 36 converts the light
received on the detection surface into an analog electric
signal. The signal processing unit 37 conducts the specified
signal processing on the analog electric signal output from
the photodetecting unit 36. The A/D conversion unit 38
generates a digital signal from the analog electric signal
output from the signal processing unit 37. The primary
storage unit 39 stores the digital signal generated by the A/D
conversion unit 38. The image processing unit 40 prepares
image data by conducting the specified image processing on
the digital signal stored in the primary storage unit 39. The
image display unit 45 displays ultrasonic images of internal
organs, etc. within the object on the basis of the image data
prepared by the image processing unit 44.

[0048] The management data accumulation operation of
the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus will then be described
with reference to FIGS. 1 and 3. FIG. 3 is a flowchart
showing the management data accumulation operation of the
ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus. The management data accu-
mulation operation is performed, for example, when the
ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus 1 is used for the first time. In
the management data accumulation operation, a reference
object such as a phantom is used to measure the contrast and
resolution of ultrasonic images.

[0049] The ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus 1 starts a series
of management data accumulation operation as shown in
FIG. 3 when the operator holds the ultrasonic probe 2 of the
ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus 1 so that it is positioned
opposite to a phantom, and gives the ultrasonic diagnostic
apparatus 1 a command to start the management data
accumulation operation.

[0050] In the management data accumulation operation,
the drive signal generating circuit 32 transmits a drive signal
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to the ultrasonic transmission unit 21 under control of the
control unit 31, the ultrasonic transmission unit 21 transmits
ultrasonic waves having the specified transmission sound
pressure or waveform to the phantom in accordance with the
drive signal (Step S101). The ultrasonic waves transmitted
from the ultrasonic transmission unit 21 are reflected by the
phantom and are received by the ultrasonic detection unit 22
(Step S102).

[0051] In the ultrasonic detection unit 22, light having a
specified wavelength generated by the light source unit 33 is
modulated by the ultrasonic echoes reflected by the phan-
tom. The direction in which the modulated light travels is
changed by the beam separating unit 34, and the light passes
through the focussing unit 35 and forms an image on the
detection surface of the photodetecting unit 36.

[0052] The photodetecting unit 36 converts the light
received on the detection surface into an analog electric
signal. The signal processing unit 37 conducts the specified
signal processing on the analog electric signal output from
the photodetecting unit 36. The A/D conversion unit 38
generates a digital signal from the analog electric signal
output from the signal processing unit 37. The primary
storage unit 39 stores the digital signal generated by the A/D
conversion unit 38. The image processing unit 40 prepares
image data (hereinafter referred to also as “management
data”) by conducting the specified image processing on the
digital signal stored in the primary storage unit 39. The
management data prepared by the image processing unit 40
is stored in the secondary storage unit 41 and also stored in
the management data storage unit 42 (Step S103).

[0053] Tt can be assumed that the management data gen-
erated as above represents characteristics (initial character-
istics) of each part (ultrasonic transmission unit 21, ultra-
sonic detection unit 22, control unit 31, drive signal
generating circuit 32, light source unit 33, beam separating
unit 34, focussing unit 35, photodetecting unit 36, signal
processing unit 37, A/D conversion unit 38, primary storage
unit 39, image processing unit 40, secondary storage unit 41
and management data storage unit 42) of the ultrasonic
diagnostic apparatus 1 when the management data is accu-
mulated.

[0054] The operation of checking performance of the
ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus will then be described with
reference to FIGS. 1 and 4. FIG. 4 is a flowchart showing
operation of checking performance of the ultrasonic diag-
nostic apparatus. The performance checking operation is
executed, for example, when an operator starts to use the
ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus in every morning or when an
operator judges that quality of images shown on the image
display unit 45 is deteriorating.

[0055] The ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus 1 starts a series
of performance checking operation as shown in FIG. 4 when
an operator applies the ultrasonic probe 2 of the ultrasonic
diagnostic apparatus 1 to the same phantom as used in the
management data accumulation operation, and gives the
ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus 1 a command to start the
performance checking operation.

[0056] In the performance checking operation, the drive
signal generating circuit 32 transmits a drive signal to the
ultrasonic transmission unit 21 under control of the control
unit 31, the ultrasonic transmission unit 21 transmits ultra-
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sonic waves having the same transmission sound pressure or
waveform as used in the management data accumulation
operation o the phantom in accordance with the drive signal
(Step S201). The ultrasonic waves transmitted from the
ultrasonic transmission unit 21 are reflected by the phantom
and are received by the ultrasonic detection unit 22 (Step
$202).

[0057] In the ultrasonic detection unit 22, light having a
specified wavelength generated by the light source unit 33 is
modulated by the ultrasonic echoes reflected by the phan-
tom. The direction in which the modulated light travels is
changed by the beam separating unit 34, and the light passes
through the focussing unit 35 and forms an image on the
detection surface of the photodetecting unit 36.

[0058] The photodetecting unit 36 converts light received
on the detection surface into an analog electric signal. The
signal processing unit 37 conducts the specified signal
processing on the analog electric signal output from the
photodetecting unit 36. The A/D conversion unit 38 gener-
ates a digital signal from the analog electric signal output
from the signal processing unit 37. The primary storage unit
39 stores the digital signal generated by the A/D conversion
unit 38. The image processing unit 40 generates image data
(hereinafter referred to also as “check data”) by conducting
the same image processing as used in the management data
accumulation operation, on the digital signal stored in the
primary storage unit 39. The check data prepared by the
image processing unit 40 is stored in the secondary storage
unit 41 (Step S203).

[0059] The data comparison unit 43 generates comparison
data to compare the management data stored in the man-
agement data storage unit 42 with the check data stored in
the secondary storage unit 41 (Step S204). More specifically,
the data comparison unit 43 conducts processing of calcu-
lating a difference between the management data and the
check data, division processing and other processing so as to
generate comparison data indicating the results. The data
comparison unit 43 may also generate comparison data for
simply showing the management data and the check data in
parallel or superposing them on the image display unit 45.

[0060] The image display unit 45 displays images on the
basis of the comparison data generated by the data compari-
son unit 43 (Step S205). FIGS. 5A to 5C show an example
of the images to be displayed on the basis of the comparison
data. As shown in FIG. 5A, the respective waveforms of the
management data and check data may be displayed. Alter-
natively, as shown in FIG. 5B, the characteristic values of
the management data and the check data (for example,
respective peak values of the management data and the
check data which reflect information on a predetermined
position of the phantom, or a difference between the respec-
tive peak values of the management data and the check data,
etc.) may also be displayed. Alternatively, as shown in FIG.
5C, respective frequency characteristics of the management
data and the check data (a frequency-gain diagram) may also
be displayed.

[0061] In this embodiment, the management data and the
check data obtained after image processing are used when
the image quality checking operation is conducted. How-
ever, signals generated at any of the processing steps such as
an RF signal, a signal after the logarithmic conversion, data
after the A/D conversion, data after the image processing can
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also be used as signals for comparison. That is, the man-
agement data storage unit 42 and the secondary storage unit
41 may store data obtained from signals generated at any of
the above processing steps, and the data comparison unit 43
make comparison on the basis of the stored data. Further, the
management data storage unit 42 and the secondary storage
unit 41 may store either the respective waveforms repre-
sented by the management data and the check data or their
characteristic values such as peak intensity or frequency
response obtained by analyzing the waveforms.

[0062] Also in this embodiment, a phantom is used to
reflect ultrasonic waves when the management data accu-
mulation operation and the performance checking operation
are performed. In order to check the contrast, however, an
object obtained by changing acoustic impedance step by step
may be used. On the other hand, in order to check the
resolution (direction resolution or distance resolution), an
object containing a plurality of iron balls 50 to 54 which are
arranged close to one another as shown in FIG. 6A may be
used. If the resolution of the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus
1 has not deteriorated, the images as shown in FIG. 6B
would be obtained when the plurality of iron balls 50 to 54
are imaged. If the resolution has deteriorated, the images as
shown in FIG. 6C would be obtained.

[0063] When the management data accumulation opera-
tion or the performance checking operation is performed,
any of the one-dimensional, two-dimensional and three-
dimensional scanning methods can be used to scan an object
such as a phantom. Any image data obtained by the one-
dimensional, two-dimensional and three-dimensional scan-
ning can be used for comparison.

[0064] When an operator judges that the quality of images
shown on the image display unit 45 has deteriorated and tries
the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus 1 to execute the above
performance checking operation, no difference between the
management data and the check data may possibly be found.
This may be caused by the deterioration of the image display
unit 45. In that case, the deterioration of the image display
unit can be checked as follows:

[0065] (1) To Check Deterioration of Brightness (Grada-
tion) of Image Display Unit 45

[0066] The operator makes the image display unit 45
display the specified low-contrast pattern on the basis of the
image data retained by the reference pattern holding unit 44.
The operator can check deterioration in brightness (grada-
tion) of the image display unit 45 by viewing the displayed
pattern.

[0067] Alternatively, the following method may also be
used. The operator makes the image display unit 45 display
the specified step pattern on the basis of the image data
retained by the reference pattern holding unit 44. The image
quality measuring unit 4 measures the brightness of step
pattern displayed on the image display unit 45 to generate
brightness data. The comparison data unit 43 generates
comparison data on the basis of this brightness data and the
initial brightness data previously obtained and stored in the
management data storage unit 42. The operator can check
deterioration in brightness (gradation) of the image display
unit 45 by viewing an image displayed on the basis of the
comparison data.
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[0068] (2) To Check Deterioration of Resolution of Image
Display Unit 45

[0069] The operator makes the image display unit 45
display the specified resolution measurement pattern on the
basis of the image data retained by the reference pattern
holding unit 44. The operator can check deterioration in
resolution of the image display unit 45 by viewing the
displayed pattern.

[0070] Alternatively, the following method may be used.
The operator makes the image display unit 45 display the
specified resolution measurement pattern on the basis of the
image data retained by the reference pattern holding unit 44.
The image quality measuring unit 4 images the resolution
measurement pattern displayed on the image display unit 45
to generate imaging data. The comparison data unit 43
generates comparison data on the basis of this imaging data
and the initial imaging data previously obtained and stored
in the management data storage unit 42. The operator can
check deterioration in resolution of the image display unit 45
by viewing an image displayed on the basis of the compari-
son data.

[0071] As set forth hereinabove, the present invention
enables quantitative check of deterioration in quality of
images displayed on an ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus, by
comparing management data with check data or using the
reference pattern. It is also possible to find out which causes
the deterioration of image quality, the image display unit or
the other parts.

[0072] While the illustrative and presently preferred
embodiment of the present invention has been described in
detail herein, it is to be understood that the imventive
concepts may be otherwise variously embodied and
employed and that the appended claims are intended to be
construed to include such variations except insofar as lim-
ited by the prior art.

1. An ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus comprising:

ultrasonic transmission means for transmitting ultrasonic
waves;

ultrasonic reception means for receiving ultrasonic echoes
to output detection signals;

signal processing means for processing the detection
signals output from said ultrasonic reception means to
generate data;

first storage means for storing data, which has been
obtained by transmitting ultrasonic waves to a prede-
termined object and receiving ultrasonic echoes
reflected by said predetermined object, as management
data;

second storage means for storing data, which has been
obtained by transmitting ultrasonic waves to said pre-
determined object and receiving ultrasonic echoes
reflected by said predetermined object when perfor-
mance of said ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus is
checked, as check data;

comparison means for generating comparison data on the
basis of both the management data stored in said first
storage means and the check data stored in said second
storage means; and

an image display unit for displaying an image on the basis
of the comparison data generated by said comparison
means.
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2. An ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus according to claim
1, further comprising:

a control unit for controlling, when performance of said
ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus is checked, said ultra-
sonic transmission means to transmit ultrasonic waves
under the same conditions as used in obtaining the
management data, said ultrasonic reception means to
receive ultrasonic echoes under the same conditions as
used in obtaining the management data, and said signal
processing means to process the detection signals under
the same processing conditions as used in obtaining the
management data.

3. An ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus according to claim
1, wherein said comparison means generates comparison
data for use in displaying at least one of respective wave-
forms represented by the management data and the check
data, respective peak values represented by the management
data and the check data, the difference between the peak
value represented by the management data and the peak
value represented by the check data, and respective fre-
quency characteristics represented by the management data
and the check data.

4. An ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus according to claim
1, further comprising:

third storage means for storing image data representative
of a predetermined pattern for use in checking quality
of said image display unit.
5. An ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus according to claim
4, further comprising:

an imaging unit for tacking an image which is displayed

on said image display unit on the basis of image data
representative of said predetermined pattern.

6. A method of checking performance of an ultrasonic

diagnostic apparatus, said method comprising the steps of:

(a) previously storing data, which has been obtained by
transmitting ultrasonic waves to a predetermined object
and receiving ultrasonic echoes reflected by said pre-
determined object, as management data,

(b) storing data, which has been obtained by transmitting
ultrasonic waves to said predetermined object and
receiving ultrasonic echoes reflected by said predeter-
mined object when performance of said ultrasonic
diagnostic apparatus is checked, as check data;
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(c) generating comparison data on the basis of both the
management data stored at step (a) and the check data
stored at step (b); and

(d) displaying an image on the basis of the comparison
data generated at step (c).

7. A method according to claim 6, wherein step (b)
includes transmitting ultrasonic waves under the same con-
ditions as used at step (a) and receiving ultrasonic echoes
under the same conditions as used at step (a).

8. A method according to claim 6, wherein each of steps
(2) and (b) includes any one of one-dimensionally scanning
said predetermined object, two-dimensionally scanning said
predetermined object, and three-dimensionally scanning
said predetermined object.

9. A method according to claim 6, wherein said predeter-
mined object includes any one of a phantom, an object
having acoustic impedance which is stepwise varied, and an
object including a plurality of iron balls arranged therein.

10. A method according to claim 6, wherein step (c)
includes generating comparison data for use in displaying at
least one of respective waveforms represented by the man-
agement data and the check data, respective peak values
represented by the management data and the check data, the
difference between the peak value represented by the man-
agement data and the peak value represented by the check
data, and respective frequency characteristics represented by
the management data and the check data.

11. A method according to claim 6, further comprising
step of:

(e) displaying an image on the basis of image data
representative of a predetermined pattern which is
previously stored.

12. A method according to claim 11, further comprising

steps of:

() generating image data by taking an image displayed at
step (e); and

(g) comparing image data generated at step (f) with image
data stored by previous taking an image displayed on
the basis of said image data.
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