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Description
Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to an ultrasonic
probe for use in an ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus or the
like.

Background Art

[0002] A known ultrasonic probe used in an ultrasonic
diagnostic apparatus performs ultrasonic scanning by
mechanically oscillating or rotating an ultrasonic trans-
ducing part for transmitting and receiving ultrasonic
waves in an outer case filled with an acoustic medium.
In such an ultrasonic probe, a material having an acoustic
impedance similar to that of a living body, specifically a
liquid such as liquid paraffin, is used as the acoustic me-
dium (for example, Patent Documents 1 to 3).

Patent Document 1: JP 2001-178727 A
Patent Document 2: JP 3(1991)-32652 A
Patent Document 3: JP 4(1992)-84946 A

Disclosure of Invention
Problem to be Solved by the Invention

[0003] However, in the conventional ultrasonic probe,
although the material such as liquid paraffin used as the
acoustic medium has an acoustic impedance similar to
that of a living body, there is a problem in acoustic char-
acteristics, such as strong ultrasonic attenuation, for ex-
ample. Consequently, the transmitting/receiving sensi-
tivity for ultrasonic waves is degraded, resulting in a de-
crease in the quality of an ultrasonic image. Moreover,
due to the high viscosity of the above-mentioned acoustic
medium, a high load torque is applied to a motor when
the ultrasonic transducing part is oscillated or rotated me-
chanically by the rotor and the like in this medium, which
makes it difficult to drive the ultrasonic transducing part
smoothly at high speed.

[0004] Itis anobject of the present invention to provide
an ultrasonic probe that can transmit and receive ultra-
sonic waves with high sensitivity and can drive the ultra-
sonic transducing part smoothly at high speed.

Means for Solving Problem

[0005] Inordertoachieve the above-mentioned object,
an ultrasonic probe according to the present invention
includes: an ultrasonic transducing part for transmitting
and receiving an ultrasonic wave; an outer case for hous-
ing the ultrasonic transducing part; and an acoustic me-
dium charged in the outer case, wherein the acoustic
medium contains 1,2-butylene glycol.
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Effects of the Invention

[0006] In the ultrasonic probe according to the present
invention, 1,2-butylene glycol is used as the acoustic me-
dium. 1,2-butylene glycol has an acoustic impedance
similar to that of a living body, and produces relatively
small ultrasonic attenuation. Thus, by using this material
as the acoustic medium, it becomes possible to transmit
and receive ultrasonic waves with high sensitivity. In ad-
dition, 1,2-butylene glycol has a relatively low viscosity.
Thus, by using this material as the acoustic medium, it
becomes possible to drive the ultrasonic transducing part
smoothly at high speed.

Brief Description of Drawings
[0007]

[FIG. 1] FIG. 1 is a cross-sectional view showing an
exemplary ultrasonic probe according to the present
invention.

[FIG. 2] FIG. 2 is a graph showing the ultrasonic at-
tenuation characteristics of 1,2-butylene glycol and
1,3-butylene glycol with respect to respective fre-
quencies.

[FIG. 3] FIG. 3 is a graph showing the viscosities of
1,2-butylene glycol and 1,3-butylene glycol at re-
spective temperatures.

[FIG. 4] FIG. 4 is a graph showing the relationship
between a mixture ratio and a sound velocity with
respect to a mixture of 1,2-butylene glycol and 1,3-
butylene glycol.

[FIG. 5] FIG. 5 is a graph showing the relationship
between a mixture ratio and ultrasonic attenuation
with respect to the mixture of 1,2-butylene glycol and
1,3-butylene glycol.

Description of the Invention

[0008] As mentioned above, the ultrasonic probe ac-
cording to the present invention includes: an ultrasonic
transducing part for transmitting and receiving an ultra-
sonic wave; an outer case for housing the ultrasonic tras-
nducing part; and an acoustic medium charged in the
outer case. The ultrasonic probe may be a mechanical
scanning type ultrasonic probe that includes a mecha-
nism for oscillating or rotating the ultrasonic transducing
part. Further, the ultrasonic probe may be an electronic
scanning type ultrasonic probe in which the ultrasonic
transducing part includes an array element in which a
plurality of transducers are arranged.

[0009] As the acoustic medium, 1,2-butylene glycol is
used. 1,2-butylene glycol may be used singly, but also
can be used in combination with other materials.
[0010] The content of 1,2-butylene glycol in the acous-
tic medium is not particularly limited, and is changed de-
pending on a material to be combined. Preferably, the
acoustic medium contains 25 to 100 wt% of 1,2-butylene
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glycol.

[0011] In the ultrasonic probe, the acoustic medium
preferably has the characteristics shown below. In par-
ticular, when 1,2-butylene glycol is used in combination
with other materials as the acoustic medium, it is prefer-
able that the type and the ratio of the material to be com-
bined are adjusted so that the acoustic medium satisfies
the following characteristics.

[0012] Itis preferable that the acoustic medium has an
acoustic impedance of 1.4 to 1.6 MRayl, which is similar
to that of a living body as a subject, at a temperature of
20°C. An acoustic impedance of 1.45 to 1.517 MRayl is
further preferable.

[0013] Itis preferable that attenuation produced by the
acoustic medium at a frequency of 3 MHz is as small in
amount as possible and is 0.07 to 0.091 dB/mm.
[0014] In the acoustic medium, a material that can
propagate ultrasonic waves, is soluble in 1,2-butylene
glycol (in other words, no phase separation occurs in a
mixture of this material and 1,2-butylene glycol), and a
liquid at a temperature of 10°C to 40°C can be used in
combination with 1,2-butylene glycol. Further, this mate-
rial preferably has only a small effect (corrosion and the
like, for example) on the components (metal, plastics,
and the like) of the probe, and is non-toxic or essentially
non-toxic to a living body.

[0015] Examples of such a material include various
types of glycols, water, and the like. In particular, glycols
are preferable. Examples of such glycols include 1,3
butylene glycol, ethylene glycol, and the like.

[0016] Hereinafter, preferred embodiments of the
present invention will be described in more detail with
reference to the drawings. ,

(Embodiment 1)

[0017] FIG. 1is a cross-sectional view showing a con-
figuration of an exemplary ultrasonic probe according to
the present invention. In this ultrasonic probe, an outer
case 105 is constituted by a frame 103 and a window
104 connected to each other, and is charged with a de-
aerated acoustic medium 106. Further, the outer case
105 stores an ultrasonic transducing part 101 therein.
Constituent materials of the window 104 and the acoustic
medium 106 will be described in detail later.

[0018] The ultrasonic transducing part 101 includes an
ultrasonic transducer for transmitting and receiving ultra-
sonicwaves. As the ultrasonic transducer, a piezoelectric
material such as a PZT-based piezoelectric ceramic or
the like, a polymeric material, a single crystal, or the like
is used, for example. On a front surface (surface for trans-
mitting and receiving ultrasonic waves) of the ultrasonic
transducer, an acoustic matching layer for transmitting
and receiving ultrasonic waves efficiently, and an acous-
ticlens for converging ultrasonic waves may be provided,
if necessary. On a back surface (surface opposite to the
surface for transmitting and receiving ultrasonic waves)
ofthe ultrasonictransducer, a backing layer for absorbing
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ultrasonic waves may be provided.

[0019] The ultrasonic transducer is attached to a rotor,
whereby the ultrasonic transducing part 101 is config-
ured. The rotor is connected with a drive shaft 102, and
further with a driving unit (such as a motor, for example:
not shown) for producing a rotating force via the drive
shaft 102. With this configuration, a rotating force output
from the driving unit is transmitted to the rotor via the
drive shaft 102 so as to rotate or oscillate the ultrasonic
transducer.

[0020] Next, an operation of the ultrasonic probe will
be described. The ultrasonic probe is connected to an
ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus in use. The ultrasonic di-
agnostic apparatus includes, for example, a control part
for driving the probe, a transducing part for transmitting
and receiving signals to and from the probe, an image
formation part for creating an image of an object based
on the received signals, and an image display part for
displaying a created tomogram.

[0021] In ultrasonic diagnosis, initially the ultrasonic
probe is placed on a surface of a living body as a subject.
At this time, the window 104 is disposed so as to be in
direct contact with the living body or in indirect contact
therewith via an ultrasonic propagation medium. The
driving unit of the probe is driven by a driving signal from
the control part of the ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus,
so as to rotate or oscillate the ultrasonic transducing part
101. Then, an electric signal (transmission signal) is
transmitted from the transducing part of the ultrasonic
diagnostic apparatus to the ultrasonic probe. The trans-
mission signal is converted into an ultrasonic wave by
the ultrasonic transducing part of the probe, and the con-
verted ultrasonic wave is propagated through the acous-
tic medium 106 and the window 104 to the living body.
This ultrasonic wave is reflected by a target in the living
body. The ultrasonic transducing part 101 of the probe
receives a part of the reflected wave, converts the same
into an electric signal (reception signal), and transmits
the reception signal to the transducing part of the ultra-
sonic diagnostic apparatus. This transmitting and receiv-
ing operation is performed repeatedly while the ultrasonic
transducing part 101 is rotated or oscillated, thereby per-
forming ultrasonic scanning. The reception signal is sub-
jected to processing such as amplification, detection, and
the like, and then is output to the image formation part.
The image formation part creates an ultrasonic image
(tomogram or the like) of the target based on the recep-
tion signal, and outputs the created image to the image
display part.

[0022] As described above, in the ultrasonic probe, a
propagation path for the ultrasonic waves includes the
acoustic medium 106 in contact with the ultrasonic trans-
ducing part 101 and the window 104 containing the
acoustic medium 106. The acoustic characteristics, par-
ticularly the acoustic impedance and ultrasonic attenua-
tion of the acoustic medium 106 and the window 104
serving as a propagation path of ultrasonic waves, are
the key to obtaining an ultrasonic image with high reso-
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lution. More specifically, it is preferable that the acoustic
medium 106 and the window 104 reflect ultrasonic waves
less due to a difference in acoustic impedance between
the acoustic medium 106 as well as the window 104 and
a subject (a living body, for example), and in other words
the acoustic medium 106 and the window 104 have an
acoustic impedance similar to the acoustic impedance
(1.5t0 1.6 MRaylin the case of a living body, for example)
of the subject. Further, in order to suppress degradation
in transmitting/receiving sensitivity for ultrasonic waves
and frequency characteristics due to attenuation, it is
preferable that ultrasonic attenuation is as small in
amount as possible. In particular, in view of the existence
of frequency-dependent attenuation, this characteristic
is crucially importantwhen the ultrasonic transducing part
is used with a high frequency so as to obtain a high-
resolution image.

[0023] Further, in addition to having the above-men-
tioned acoustic characteristics, the window 104 prefera-
bly is less deformed by an external pressure such as
pressing against the surface of the subject, so as to os-
cillate or rotate the ultrasonic transducing part 101
smoothly. In view of this, as the window, a plastic material
such as polyethylene, polymethylpentene, and the like
can be used, for example. The thickness of the window
is not particularly limited, but can be set to about 1 to 3
mm, for example.

[0024] In addition to the above-mentioned acoustic
characteristics, the acoustic medium 106 preferably has
a small viscosity. With a small viscosity, a load (torque
and the like) put on the driving unit for driving the drive
shaft 102 can be reduced, so that the ultrasonic trans-
ducing part 101 can be oscillated or rotated smoothly at
high speed. In the case where the subject s a living body,
the acoustic medium 106 may flow outward during diag-
nosis because of some factors and come in contact with
the living body. In view of this, the acoustic medium 106
preferably is non-toxic or essentially non-toxic to a living
body. In addition, the acoustic medium 106 preferably
has no or a small adverse effect (corrosion and the like)
on the members being in contact with the acoustic me-
dium, such as the ultrasonic transducing part 101, the
drive shaft 102, and the like provided in the outer case
105.

[0025] In the present embodiment, only 1,2-butylene
glycol is used as the acoustic medium 106, for example.
[0026] The acoustic characteristics (the acoustic im-
pedance, the sound velocity, attenuation) of 1,2-butylene
glycol have not been revealed. The present inventors
evaluated the acoustic characteristics of 1,2-butylene
glycol. As a result, it has been found that 1,2-butylene
glycol has highly useful characteristics as the acoustic
medium as compared with a conventional acoustic me-
dium or other types of butylene glycol as described below.
The usefulness of 1,2-butylene glycol as the acoustic me-
dium has been found for the first time by the present
inventors.

[0027] The following descriptionis directed to the result
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of evaluating the characteristics of 1,2-butylene glycol.
(1) Acoustic impedance

[0028] The sound velocity of 1,2-butylene glycol was
measured to be 1.47 km/s at a temperature of 25°C and
1.45 km/s at a temperature of 20°C. The measurement
of the sound velocity was performed in the following man-
ner. That is, an ultrasonic transducer for transmission
and an ultrasonic transducer for reception were provided
ata certain distance in a temperature-controlled acoustic
medium. A pulse signal was applied to the transducer for
transmission, so that ultrasonic waves were propagated
through the acoustic medium to be received by the trans-
ducer for reception. The time taken for the propagation
of the ultrasonic waves was measured. The sound ve-
locity was calculated from the propagation time and the
distance between the transducers for transmission and
for reception.

[0029] It is well known that 1,2-butylene glycol has a
density of 1.0 x 103 kg/m3 (see, for example, CAS No.
584-03-2 (CHEM EXPER)).

[0030] Fromthe above-mentioned values, the acoustic
impedance of 1,2-butylene glycol was calculated to be
1.47 MRayl at a temperature of 25°C and 1.45 MRayl at
a temperature of 20°C, which were similar to the acoustic
impedance of a living body.

[0031] The acoustic impedance of liquid paraffin, cas-
tor oil, and 1,3-butylene glycol, which have been pro-
posed as an acoustic medium in a conventional ultrason-
ic probe, is about 1.19 MRayl, 1.46 MRayl, and 1.54
MRayl, respectively (see Ultrasonic Technique Hand-
book (Nikkankogyo Shimbun Ltd.)).

(2) Acoustic attenuation

[0032] Ultrasonic attenuation of 1,2-butylene glycol at
respective frequencies was measured. Also, ultrasonic
attenuation of 1,3-butylene glycol was measured as a
comparative example. The results are shown in FIG. 2.
The measurement of ultrasonic attenuation was per-
formed in the following manner. That is, by using the
same system as that used for the measurement of the
sound velocity, about 30 sin-waves of an arbitrary fre-
quency were applied to the transducer for transmission,
ultrasonic waves propagated through the acoustic medi-
um were received by the transducer for reception, and a
reception voltage was measured. Further, the transduc-
ers for transmission and for reception were moved by a
certain distance (10 mm, for example), and a reception
voltage was measured in the same manner. Ultrasonic
attenuation was calculated from the ratio between the
reception voltages and the distance of the transducers
for transmission and for reception.

[0033] AsshowninFIG. 2, it was confirmed that ultra-
sonic attenuation produced by 1,2-butylene glycol was
small in amount as compared with 1,3-butylene glycol.
Forexample, at a frequency of 3 MHz, 1,2-butylene glycol



7 EP 1767 153 B1 8

produced an attenuation of 0.07 dB/mm, while 1,3-buty-
lene glycol produced an attenuation of 0.14 dB/mm. As
above, the amount of attenuation of 1,2-butylene glycol
was about half of that of 1,3-butylene glycol. Further, it
was confirmed that the difference in the amount of atten-
uation increased with frequency

(3) Viscosity

[0034] FIG. 3is agraph showingthe temperature char-
acteristics with respect to the viscosity of 1,2-butylene
glycol. FIG. 3 also shows the temperature characteristics
with respect to the viscosity of 1,3-butylene glycol as a
comparative example.

[0035] As is evident from FIG. 3, it was confirmed that
1,2-butylene glycol had an extremely low viscosity as
compared with 1,3-butylene glycol. For example, in a
range of 10°C to 40°C (range of an environmental tem-
perature of ordinary use of the probe), there was a clear
difference in viscosity. In particular, at a low temperature
of 10°C, the viscosity of 1,2-butylene glycol was not more
than about quarter of that of 1,3-butylene glycol. The vis-
cosity at this time was almost the same in level as that
of 1,3-butylene glycol obtained at a temperature of about
37°C. Since the viscosity of castor oil is 986 cp at 20°C,
1,2-butylene glycol also has an extremely low viscosity
as compared with castor oil.

(4) Other characteristics

[0036] 1,2-butylene glycol is a material having only a
very small effect on a living body. Also, this material has
only a very small adverse effect, such as corrosion, on
the components such as the window formed of a plastic
or the like, the ultrasonic transducing part formed of a
piezoelectric ceramic or the like, and the drive shaft and
the frame formed of metal or the like.

[0037] As described above, it was confirmed that 1,2-
butylene glycol had favorable characteristics as the
acoustic medium in terms of the acoustic characteristics,
the viscosity, an effect (safety) on a living body, and an
effect on the components. Consequently, by using 1,2-
butylene glycol as the acoustic medium, an ultrasonic
probe with high performance, high quality, and safety can
be obtained.

[0038] In particular, since 1,2-butylene glycol produc-
es a small amount of ultrasonic attenuation, it is possible
to improve the transmitting/receiving sensitivity for ultra-
sonic waves. Moreover, due to a low level of frequency-
dependent attenuation, transmission and reception can
be performed at a high frequency, whereby it becomes
possible to carry out ultrasonic diagnosis with high res-
olution and high sensitivity. Further, since 1,2-butylene
glycol has a low viscosity, it is possible to reduce a load
puton a motor due to viscous drag of the acoustic medium
when the ultrasonic transducing part is oscillated or ro-
tated for scanning. Consequently, the ultrasonic trans-
ducing part can be driven smoothly (constant speed driv-
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ing or the like, for example) at high speed. Further, it is
possible to achieve a reduction in the size of a motor and
in driving current.

[0039] The above description has been given taking
as an example the case of using mechanical scannig in
which the transducer is rotated by a motor. However, it
is also possible to use electronic scanning by an array
element in which a plurality of transducers are arranged
in a strip shape.

(Embodiment 2)

[0040] In Embodiment 1, the description has been giv-
en of the case where only 1,2-butylene glycol is used as
the acoustic medium. However, the present invention is
not limited thereto, and 1,2-butylene glycol may be used
in combination with other materials. In the present em-
bodiment, a description will be given of the case where
a mixture of 1,2-butylene glycol and 1,3-butylene glycol
is used as an example of the acoustic medium.

[0041] An ultrasonic probe according to the present
embodiment has the same configuration as that in Em-
bodiment 1 except for the composition of the acoustic
medium, and is operated in the same manner as in Em-
bodiment 1.

(1) Acoustic impedance

[0042] FIG. 4 is a graph showing the result of meas-
uring the sound velocity of the mixture of 1,2-butylene
glycol and 1,3-butylene glycol when the mixture ratio
(weight ratio) thereof is changed. The measurement of
the sound velocity was performed in the same manner
as described above, and the temperature was 25°C.
[0043] InFIG. 4, ahorizontal axis represents a mixture
ratio, indicating that the mixture contains a larger amount
of 1,2-butylene glycol on a left side and a larger amount
of 1,3-butylene glycol on a right side. A vertical axis rep-
resents a sound velocity. As shown in FIG. 4, the sound
velocity changed with the mixture ratio. When the mixture
contained 100 wt% of 1,2-butylene glycol, the sound ve-
locity was 1.45 km/s. The sound velocity increased with
the ratio of 1,3-butylene glycol, and reached 1.54 km/s
when the mixture contained 100 wt% of 1,3-butylene gly-
col. The sound velocity changed almost in simple pro-
portion to the mixture ratio.

[0044] Sinceboth 1,2-butylene glycoland 1,3-butylene
glycol have a density of 1.0 x 103 kg/m3, it is considered
that the mixture has a density of 1.0 x 103 kg/m3 regard-
less of the mixture ratio. Consequently, the acoustic im-
pedance can be expressed as the product of the sound
velocity shown in FIG. 4 and a density of 1.0 x 103 kg/m3.
As aresult, it was confirmed that the acousticimpedance
of the mixture was in a range of about 1.45 to 1.54 MRayl,
and was similar to that of a living body with respect to
any mixture ratio.

[0045] For example, the mixture containing 75 wt% of
1,3-butylene glycol, in other words 25 wt% of 1,2-buty-



9 EP 1767 153 B1 10

lene glycol had a sound velocity of 1.517 km/s. Accord-
ingly, the acoustic impedance of this mixture was 1.517
MRayl, which was similar to that of a living body.

(2) Ultrasonic attenuation

[0046] FIG.5is agraph showing ultrasonic attenuation
at a frequency of 3 MHz when the mixture ratio (weight
ratio) of the mixture of 1,2-butylene glycol and 1,3 buty-
lene glycol is changed. The measurement of ultrasonic
attenuation was performed in the same manner as de-
scribed above.

[0047] InFIG.5, ahorizontal axis represents a mixture
ratio, indicating that the mixture contains a larger amount
of 1,2-butylene glycol on a left side and a larger amount
of 1,3-butylene glycol on a right side, as in FIG. 4. A
vertical axis represents an amount of attenuation. As
shown in FIG. 5, the amount of attenuation increased
with the content of 1,3-butylene glycol. Attenuation tend-
ed to increase eminently when the ratio of 1,3-butylene
glycol exceeded 75 wt%, instead of changing in simple
proportion to the mixture ratio of 1,3-butylene glycol.
From this result, it was confirmed that when the content
of 1,2-butylene glycol was not less than 25 wt%, the
amount of attenuation was reduced considerably as com-
pared with a conventional case of using only 1,3-butylene
glycol, resulting in a further improvement in transmitting/
receiving sensitivity for ultrasonic waves. For example,
when the content of 1,2-butylene glycol was 25 wt% (the
content of 1,3 butylene glycol was 75 wt%), the amount
of attenuation was 0.091 dB/mm, which was about 35%
smaller than an attenuation of 0.14 dB/mm obtained in
the conventional case of using only 1,3-butylene glycol,
and thus was highly useful.

[0048] As described above, in view of the acoustic im-
pedance and ultrasonic attenuation, it is preferable that
the content of 1,2-butylene glycol is in a range of 25 to
100 wt%. At this time, the mixture has an acoustic im-
pedance of 1.45 to 1.517 MRayl, and produces an ultra-
sonic attenuation of 0.07 to 0.091 dB/mm (3MHz).

(3) Viscosity

[0049] It is assumed that the viscosity of the mixture
of 1,2-butylene glycol and 1,3-butylene glycol is between
the viscosity of only 1,2-butylene glycol and the viscosity
of only 1,3-butylene glycol.

(4) Other characteristics

[0050] Both 1,2-butylene glycol and 1,3-butylene gly-
col are materials having only a very small effect on a
living body. Also, these materials have only a very small
adverse effect, such as corrosion, on the components
such as the window formed of a plastic or the like, the
ultrasonic transducing part formed of a piezoelectric ce-
ramic or the like, and the drive shaft and the frame formed
of metal or the like.
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[0051] As described above, it was confirmed that the
mixture of 1,2-butylene glycol and 1,3-butylene glycol al-
so had favorable characteristics as the acoustic medium
in terms of the acoustic characteristics, the viscosity, an
effect (safety) on a living body, and an effect on the com-
ponents.

[0052] In particular, when the mixture contains 25 to
100 wt% of 1,2-butylene glycol, the amount of ultrasonic
attenuation is considerably small, whereby the transmit-
ting/receiving sensitivity for ultrasonic waves can be im-
proved significantly. Accordingly, with respect to the
acoustic medium according to the present embodiment,
the content of 1,2-butylene glycol in the mixture prefer-
ably is adjusted to 25 to 100 wt%.

[0053] In the present embodiment, although the mix-
ture of 1,2 butylene glycol and 1,3-butylene glycol is used
as the acoustic medium, the present invention is not lim-
ited thereto as mentioned above.

[0054] Further, the above description has been given
taking as an example the case of using mechanical scan-
nig in which the transducer is rotated by a motor. How-
ever, it is also possible to use electronic scanning by an
array element in which a plurality of transducers are ar-
ranged in a strip shape.

Industrial Applicability

[0055] The ultrasonic probe according to the present
invention can transmit and receive ultrasonic waves with
high sensitivity and can drive the ultrasonic transducing
part smoothly at high speed. Therefore, it becomes pos-
sible to obtain a high-resolution three-dimensional ultra-
sonic image in real time. Consequently, this ultrasonic
probe is useful for an ultrasonic diagnostic apparatus.

Claims

1. An ultrasonic probe comprising: an ultrasonic trans-
ducing part (101) for transmitting and receiving an
ultrasonic wave; an outer case (105) for housing the
ultrasonic transducing part; and an acoustic medium
(106) charged in the outer case and arranged in the
propagation path for said ultrasonic wave, charac-
terised in that the acoustic medium (106) contains
1,2-butylene glycol.

2. The ultrasonic probe according to claim 1, charac-
terised in that the acoustic medium (106) is formed
of only 1,2-butylene glycol.

3. The ultrasonic probe according to claim 1, charac-
terised in that the acoustic medium (106) further
contains at least one material that is soluble in 1,2-
butylene glycol and is liquid at temperatures of 10°C
to 40°C.

4. The ultrasonic probe according to claim 3, charac-
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terised in that the material is at least one selected
from the group consisting of ethylene glycol, 1,3-
butylene glycol, and water.

The ultrasonic probe according to claim 4, charac-
terised in that the material is 1,3-butylene glycol.

The ultrasonic probe according to any preceding
claim, characterised in that the acoustic medium
(106) contains at least 25 wt% of 1,2-butylene glycol.

The ultrasonic probe according to any preceding
claim, characterised in that the acoustic medium
(106) has an acoustic impedance of 1.45 to 1.517
MRayl at a temperature of 20°C, and produces an
ultrasonic attenuation of 0.07 to 0.091 dB/mm at a
frequency of 3 MHz.

The ultrasonic probe according to any preceding
claim, characterised in that it comprises a mech-
anism (102) for oscillating or rotating the ultrasonic
transducing part.

The ultrasonic probe according to any preceding
claim, characterised in that the ultrasonic trans-
ducing partincludes an array element in which a plu-
rality of transducers are arranged.

Patentanspriiche

1.

Ultraschallsonde mit: einem Ultraschallumsetzer-
bzw. -transducerteil (101) zum Ubertragen und Emp-
fangen einer Ultraschallwelle; einem &uReren Ge-
hause (105) zum Aufnehmen des Ultraschallumset-
zerteils; und einem akustischen Medium (106), das
in das duBere Gehause geflillt bzw. geladen und in
dem Ausbreitungsweg fir die Ultraschallwelle ange-
ordnet ist, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass das
akustische Medium (106) 1,2-Butylenglycol enthalt.

Ultraschallsonde nach Anspruch 1, dadurch ge-
kennzeichnet, dass das akustische Medium (106)
nur aus 1,2-Butylenglycol besteht bzw. gebildet ist.

Ultraschallsonde nach Anspruch 1, dadurch ge-
kennzeichnet, dass das akustische Medium (106)
weiter wenigstens ein Material aufweist, das in 1,2-
Butylenglycol 16slich und bei Temperaturen von
10°C bis 40°C flissig ist.

Ultraschallsonde nach Anspruch 3, dadurch ge-
kennzeichnet, dass das Material wenigstens eines
ist, das aus der Gruppe ausgewahlt ist, die aus Ethy-
lenglycol, 1,3-Butylenglycol und Wasser besteht.

Ultraschallsonde nach Anspruch 4, dadurch ge-
kennzeichnet, dass das Material 1,3-Butylenglycol
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ist.

6. Ultraschallsonde nach einem der vorstehenden An-
spruche, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass das aku-
stische Medium (106) wenigstens 25Gew.-% 1,2-
Butylenglycol enthalt.

7. Ultraschallsonde nach einem der vorstehenden An-
spruche, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass das aku-
stische Medium (106) eine akustische Impedanz von
1,45 bis 1,517 MRayl bei einer Temperatur von 20°C
aufweist und eine Ultraschallddmpfung von 0,07 bis
0,091 dB/mm bei einer Frequenz von 3 MHz erzeugt.

8. Ultraschallsonde nach einem der vorstehenden An-
spriiche, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass sie einen
Mechanismus (102) zum Oszillieren oder Rotieren
des Ultraschallumsetzerteils aufweist.

9. Ultraschallsonde nach einem der vorstehenden An-
spriche, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass das Ul-
traschallumsetzerteil ein Arrayelement beinhaltet, in
dem eine Anzahl von Umsetzern bzw. Transducern
angeordnet sind.

Revendications

1. Sonde ultrasonore, comprenant : une partie formant
transducteur ultrasonore (101) destinée a émettre
et recevoir une onde ultrasonore ; un boitier exté-
rieur (105) destiné a abriter la partie formant trans-
ducteur ultrasonore ; et un milieu acoustique (106)
chargé dans le boitier extérieur etagencé sur le trajet
de propagation de ladite onde ultrasonore,
caractérisée en ce que le milieu acoustique (106)
contient du 1,2-butyléneglycol.

2. Sonde ultrasonore selon la revendication 1, carac-
térisée en ce que le milieu acoustique (106) est
uniquement formé de 1,2-butyléneglycol.

3. Sonde ultrasonore selon la revendication 1, carac-
térisée en ce que le milieu acoustique (106) contient
en outre au moins une substance qui est soluble
dans le 1,2-butyléneglycol et liquide a des tempéra-
tures comprises entre 10°C et 40°C.

4. Sonde ultrasonore selon la revendication 3, carac-
térisée en ce que la substance est au moins une
choisie dans le groupe comprenant : I'éthylenegly-
col, le 1,3-butyleneglycol et I'eau.

5. Sonde ultrasonore selon la revendication 4, carac-
térisée en ce que la substance est le 1,3-butyléne-

glycol.

6. Sonde ultrasonore selon 'une quelconque des re-
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vendications précédentes, caractérisée en ce que
le milieu acoustique (106) contient au moins 25% en
poids de 1,2-butyléneglycol.

Sonde ultrasonore selon 'une quelconque des re-
vendications précédentes, caractérisée en ce que
le milieu acoustique (106) présente une impédance
acoustique comprise entre 1,45 et 1,517 MRayl a
une température de 20°C, et produit une atténuation
ultrasonore comprise entre 0,07 et 0,091 dB/mm a
une fréquence de 3 MHz.

Sonde ultrasonore selon I'une quelconque des re-
vendications précédentes, caractérisée en ce
qu’elle comprend un mécanisme (102) destiné a fai-
re osciller ou tourner la partie formant transducteur
ultrasonore.

Sonde ultrasonore selon 'une quelconque des re-
vendications précédentes, caractérisée en ce que
la partie formant transducteur acoustique comporte
un élément a réseau dans lequel sont agencés une
pluralité de transducteurs.
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