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The European Patent Office herewith transmits the supplementary partial European search report under Rule 46(1) EPC
relating to the above-mentioned European patent application.

Copies of the documents cited in the search report are enclosed.
The applicant’s attention is drawn to the following:

The search Division informs the applicant that if the European search report is also to cover inventions other than the
inventions first mentioned in the claims, a further search fee must be paid for each of these inventions, within
ONE MONTH after notification of this communication.

If the application has been filed up to 30 June- 1999, the search fee in force before 01 July 1999 (EUR 869,-) or the
equivalent applicable on the date of payment is payable.
This applies also to the search fees requested under Rule 46(1) EPC.

.- See also OJ-EPO 06/1989,405. - . . . s el e g

Moreover, the Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
provisions of the European Patent Convention to such an extent that it is not possible to carry out a meaningful search
into the state of the art on the basis of some of the claims; reference is made to sheet C, which is aftached to the search
report.

B Additional set(s) of copies of the documents cited in the European search report is (are)
attached as well.
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Note to users of the automatic debiting procedure: 1m0 230 °

Unless the EPO receives prior instructions to the contrary, the search fee(s) will be debited on the last day of the period
for payment. For further details see the Arrangements for the automatic debiting procedure, Supplement to OJ EPO
02/2002.
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EPO FORM 1503 03.82 (P04C23)

SUPPLEMENTARY

0)) European Patent PARTIAL EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT Application Number

Office under Rule 46, paragraph 1 of the European Patent FP 00 98 9483
Convention
DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT
Catego Citation of document with indication, whare appropriate, Relevant CLASSIFICATION OF THE
9oy of relevant passages to claim APPLICATION (IntCL7)
X US 5 823 962 A (SCHAETZLE ET AL) 1,3-5, |A61B17/22
20 October 1998 (1998-10-20) 50,52
Y 2,6-12,
17-21,
51,53-59
* the whole document *
Y US 5 471 988 A (FUJIO ET AL) 2,6-12,
5 December 1995 (1995-12-05) 51,53-59
x column 49, line 54 - column 51, line 41
*
* column 52, line 48 - column 53, line 13
*
* column 59, line 49 - column 61, 1ine 10
*
* column 61, line 56 - column 62, 1ine 2 *
* figures 60,62,82-86,91,92 *
Y US 4 957 099 A (HASSLER ET AL) 17
18 September 1990 (1990-09-18)
* abstract =* TECHNICAL FIELDS
* fi gure 1 * SEARCHED (Int.C1.7)
————— AGIN
-/-- 610K
A61B
LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION
The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with
the requirements of unity of invention and relates to severalinventions or groups of inventions,
namely:
see sheet B
The present panial European search report has been drawn up forthose parts of the European
patent application which relate to the invention first mentioned in the claims.
Place of search Date of completion of the search Examiner
Munich 5 July 2005 Willig, H
CATEGORY OF CITED DOCUMENTS T : theory or principle underlying the invention
E : earier paten! document, but published on, or
X : particularly relevant if taken alone after the filing date
Y : particularly relevant if combined with another D : document cited in the application
document of the same category L : document cited for other reasons
A:technological background e e e b e
Q : non-written disclosure & : member of the same patent family, corresponding
P : intermediate document document
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EPO FORM 1503 09.98 (P04C26) N

SUPPLEMENTARY

European Patent PARTIAL EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT

Office

Application Number

EP 00 98 9483

DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

Citation of document with indication, where appropriate,

Relevant

CLASSIFICATION OF THE
APPLICATION (Int.CL7)

Category of relevant passages to claim
Y WO 99/48621 A (EXOGEN, INC; RUTGERS, THE [18,19,21
STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW JERSEY; CORNEJO,
IVA) 30 September 1999 (1999-09-30)
* page 11, line 16 - page 13, line 25 *
* figures 3A,3B *
Y US 5 711 058 A (FREY ET AL) 18,20
27 January 1998 (1998-01-27)
* column 5, Tines 32-44 *
* figure 6 *
A KOJIMA T ED - MCAVOY B R INSTITUTE OF 19

ELECTRICAL AND ELECTRONICS ENGINEERS:
"MATRIX ARRAY TRANSDUCER AND FLEXIBLE
MATRIX ARRY TRANSDUCER"

PROCEEDINGS OF THE ULTRASONICS SYMPOSIUM.
WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGINIA, NOV. 17 - 19,
1986, NEW YORK, IEEE, US,

vol. VOL. 2, 1986, pages 649-653,
XP002928261

* page 651, left-hand column, paragraph 5
*

* figure 10 *

TECHNICAL FIELDS
SEARCHED (Int.CL7)
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-0)) Eur.opean. Patent LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION Application Number

The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to severalinventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-21,50-60

Ultrasound applicator capable of both ultrasound imaging and
administering ultrasound therapy comprising a switch to vary
the quality factor of the ultrasound transducer.

2. claims: 27-42

Flexible ultrasound transducer.

3. claims: 44-48

Ultrasound transducer with a plurality of separate
ultrasound transducer elements which are pivotally mounted
in an array.




~0)) Euniopean Patent INCOMPLETE SEARCH fpplicanon Number

Claim(s) not searched:
22-26,43,49

Reason for the limitation of the search (non-patentable invention(s)):

Article 52 (4) EPC - Method for treatment of the human or animal body by
therapy




ANNEX TO THE EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT

ON EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION NO. EP 00 98 9483

This annex lists the patent family membersrelating to the patent documents cited in the above-mentioned European search report.
The members are as contained in the European Patent Office EDP file on
The European Patent Office is in no way liable for these particulars which are merely given for the purpose of information.

EPO FORM PO459

05-07-2005
Patent document Publication Patent family Publication
cited in search report date member(s) date
US 5823962 20-10-1998  DE 19635593 C1 23-04-1998
EP 0826435 A2 04-03-1998
US 5471988 05-12-1995 JP 7227394 A 29-08-1995
JP 7231894 A 05-09-1995
JP 7227395 A 29-08-1995
DE 69432510 D1 22-05-2003
DE 69432510 T2 - 24-12-2003
EP 0659387 A2 28-06-1995
UsS 4957099 18-09-1990 DE 58900510 D1 16-01-1992
EP 0327917 Al 16-08-1989
JP 2028212 U 23-02-1990
WO 9948621 30-09-1999 AT 283118 T 15-12-2004
AU 3208299 A 18-10-1999
CA 2330323 Al 30-09-1999
DE 69922178 D1 30-12-2004
EP 1481738 A2 01-12-2004
EP 1066119 A2 10-01-2001
Wo 9948621 A2 30-09-1999
Us 5711058 27-01-1998 US 5541468 A 30-07-1996

For more details about this annex : see Official Journal of the European Patent Office, No. 12/82
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RiEHR 2000-12-22

A61B19/00 A61B8/12 A61B17/00 A61B17/22 A61B17/225 A61B18/00 A61H23/02 A61N7/02 G10K11

/32 G10K11/34 H04R17/00

A61B8/4461 A61B8/12 A61B8/445 A61B17/0057 A61B2017/00504 A61B2017/00907 A61B2090/062
A61B2090/378 A61B2090/3904 A61B2090/3937 A61B2562/164 A61H23/0245 AG1N7/02 A61N2007
/0052 A61N2007/0065 A61N2007/0078 G10K11/32 G10K11/346

60/171703 1999-12-23 US
EP1241994A2

Espacenet

R BERR TUAF 7 £ B AR R o

N THEFESIR T RGN


https://share-analytics.zhihuiya.com/view/6d283e16-0dcd-4d62-b8c8-d50eeffd0736
https://worldwide.espacenet.com/patent/search/family/022624813/publication/EP1241994A4?q=EP1241994A4

