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Description

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED PATENT APPLI-
CATION

[0001] This application claims the benefit of Korean
Patent Application No. 10-2011-0122400, filed on No-
vember 22, 2011, in the Korean Intellectual Property Of-
fice, the disclosure of which is incorporated herein in its
entirety by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

[0002] The present invention relates to a method and
apparatus for displaying an ultrasound image to provide
examination lists including bookmarks and an ultrasound
image corresponding to an examination item selected by
a user.

2. Description of the Related Art

[0003] Ultrasound diagnosis apparatuses transmit an
ultrasound signal toward a predetermined part of the
body from a body surface of an object and obtain a tom-
ogram of soft-tissues or an image of blood flow by using
information regarding the ultrasound signal reflected by
tissues of the body.

[0004] Ultrasound diagnosis apparatuses have vari-
ous advantages, including a compact size, low cost, and
real-time display. Also, ultrasound diagnosis apparatus-
es have excellent stability because there is no fear of X-
ray exposure, and thus, the ultrasound diagnosis appa-
ratuses are widely used together with various other di-
agnosis apparatuses, such as computerized tomography
scanners, magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) appara-
tuses, nuclear medicine diagnosis apparatuses, or the
like.

[0005] In general, ultrasound diagnosis apparatuses
do not provide a function of searching for an ultrasound
image. That is, when a user searches for an ultrasound
image of a previously diagnosed patient, the user needs
to search for the ultrasound image by checking diagnosis
dates and thumbnail images one by one. Thus, it takes
much time to search for the ultrasound image desired by
the user.

[0006] Furthermore, current ultrasound diagnosis ap-
paratuses do not search for a plurality of ultrasound im-
ages having common characteristics simultaneously,
and do not provide users with comparison data of the
plurality of ultrasound images. That is, if a patient under-
goes various examinations during a predetermined pe-
riod of time like determining growth progress of an em-
bryo or a prognosis of a lesion, current ultrasound diag-
nosis apparatuses need to inconveniently search for and
compare and analyze images having a specific lesion or
clinical significance from all stored image lists.
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0007] The present invention provides a method and
apparatus for displaying an ultrasound image, which pro-
vide a user with a function of bookmarking an ultrasound
image so that the user can easily search for the book-
marked ultrasound image.

[0008] According to an aspect of the presentinvention,
there is provided a method of displaying an ultrasound
image, the method including: acquiring patient identifica-
tion information; providing an examination list including
abookmark used toidentify atleast one ultrasound image
based on the acquired patient identification information;
receiving selection information regarding the atleastone
ultrasound image included in the examination list; and
displaying the ultrasound image selected based on the
selection information.

[0009] The providing of the examination list may in-
clude: providing the examination list including the book-
mark in a bar chart. In this case, the method may include:
analyzing an amount of ultrasound images of at leastone
examination item included in the examination list; setting
alength of a bar corresponding to the at least one exam-
ination item based on the analyzed amount of ultrasound
images; and providing the examination list including the
bookmark in the bar chart according to the set length of
the bar.

[0010] The method may include receiving bookmark
selection information to select at least one bookmark in-
cluded in the examination list; and selecting at least one
bookmark based on the bookmark selection information
and displaying the ultrasound image corresponding to
the selected at least one bookmark.

[0011] The method may include: receiving a plurality
of pieces of ultrasound image selection information to
select a plurality of ultrasound images included in the
examination list; and selecting the plurality of ultrasound
images based on the plurality of pieces of ultrasound
image selection information and displaying measure-
ment values corresponding to the selected plurality of
ultrasound images in a graph chart. In this regard, the
method may include: determining whether a same meas-
urement item is included in the selected plurality of ultra-
sound images; if it is determined that the same meas-
urement item is included in the selected plurality of ultra-
sound images, generating comparison data between the
measurement values corresponding to the selected plu-
rality of ultrasound images; and displaying the generated
comparison data in the graph chart.

[0012] The method may include: receiving ultrasound
image diagnosis department selection information to se-
lect at least one ultrasound image diagnosis department;
and selecting the atleast one ultrasound image diagnosis
departmentbased on the ultrasound image diagnosis de-
partment selection information, and providing the exam-
ination list corresponding to the selected at least one ul-
trasound image diagnosis department.

[0013] According to another aspect of the present in-
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vention, there is provided an apparatus for displaying an
ultrasound image, the apparatus including: a receiving
unit for acquiring patient identification information, and
receiving selection information regarding at least one ul-
trasound image included in an examination list; a display
unit for providing the examination list including a book-
mark used to identify the at least one ultrasound image
based on the acquired patient identification information,
and displaying the ultrasound image selected based on
the selection information; and a control unit for controlling
the receiving unit and the display unit.

[0014] According to another aspect of the present in-
vention, there is provided a computer readable recording
medium storing a program for executing a method of dis-
playing an ultrasound image.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0015] The above and other features and advantages
of the present invention will become more apparent by
describing in detail exemplary embodiments thereof with
reference to the attached drawings in which:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an ultrasound image
display apparatus according to an embodiment of
the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a flowchart illustrating a method of display-
ing an ultrasound image, according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention;

FIG. 3is aflowchartillustrating a method of providing
an examination list in a bar chart, according to an
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating a method of display-
ing comparison data between measurement values
includedin a plurality of ultrasound images in a graph
chart, according to an embodiment of the present
invention; and

FIG. 5 is a diagram of an example of a screen dis-
playing an ultrasound image, according to an em-
bodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0016] First, the terms used in the present disclosure
will be briefly described below before exemplary embod-
iments of the present invention are described in greater
detail.

[0017] Mostofthe terms used herein are general terms
that have been widely used in the technical art to which
the present invention pertains. However, some of the
terms used herein may be created reflecting intentions
of technicians in this art, precedents, or new technolo-
gies. Also, some of the terms used herein may be arbi-
trarily chosen by the present applicant. In this case, these
terms are defined in detail below. Accordingly, the spe-
cific terms used herein should be understood based on
the unique meanings thereof and the whole context of
the present invention.
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[0018] Inthe present specification, it should be under-
stood that the terms, such as ’including’ or 'having,’ etc.,
are intended to indicate the existence of the features,
numbers, steps, actions, components, parts, or combi-
nations thereof disclosed in the specification, and are not
intended to preclude the possibility that one or more other
features, numbers, steps, actions, components, parts, or
combinations thereof may exist or may be added. Also,
the terms, such as 'unit’ or ‘'module’, etc., should be un-
derstood as a unit that processes at least one function
or operation and that may be embodied in a hardware
manner, a software manner, or acombination of the hard-
ware manner and the software manner.

[0019] Throughout the specification, the term 'ultra-
sound image’ means an image of a target, which is cap-
tured using ultrasound waves. Here, the 'target’ may be
understood to be part of a human body. For example,
the target may be an organ of a human body, such as
the liver, the heart, the womb, a brain, the breast, or the
abdomen, or a fetus.

[0020] The ultrasound image may be embodied in any
of various forms. For example, the ultrasound image may
include at least one selected from the group consisting
of a brightness (B) mode image, a color (C) mode image,
and a Doppler (D) mode image. According to an embod-
iment of the present invention, the ultrasound image may
be a two-dimensional (2D) or three-dimensional (3D) im-
age.

[0021] Throughout the specification, the term ’user’
may be a medical professional, e.g., a doctor, a nurse,
a clinical pathologist, or a medical imaging professional,
but is not limited thereto.

[0022] The present invention will now be described
more fully with reference to the accompanying drawings,
in which exemplary embodiments of the invention are
shown. This invention may, however, be embodied in
many different forms and should not be construed as
being limited to the embodiments set forth herein. Rather,
these embodiments are provided so that this disclosure
will be thorough and complete and will fully convey the
concept of the invention to those of ordinary skill in the
art. For clarity, in the drawings, constitutional elements
that are not related to embodiments of the present inven-
tionare notillustrated. The same reference numerals rep-
resent the same elements throughout the drawings.
[0023] As used herein, the term "and/or" includes any
and all combinations of one or more of the associated
listed items. Expressions such as "at least one of," when
preceding a list of elements, modify the entire list of ele-
ments and do not modify the individual elements of the
list.

[0024] FIG. 1isablockdiagram of an ultrasound image
display apparatus 100 according to an embodiment of
the present invention.

[0025] Referring to FIG. 1, the ultrasound image dis-
play apparatus 100 of the presentembodimentis adevice
for acquiring an ultrasound image, storing the ultrasound
image, and displaying the ultrasound image to a user.
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The ultrasound image display apparatus 100 may ac-
quire an ultrasound image acquired by itself or receive
an ultrasound image from the outside.

[0026] The ultrasound image display apparatus 100
according to the presentembodiment may be implement-
ed in various ways. For example, the ultrasound image
display apparatus 100 described in the present specifi-
cation may include an ultrasound diagnosis apparatus,
ageneral purpose computer system, a laptop, a personal
digital assistant (PDA), a tablet PC, and the like.

[0027] Meanwhile, the ultrasound image display appa-
ratus 100 according to the present embodiment may pro-
vide the user with a bookmarking function. Bookmarking
is an indication used to identify at least one ultrasound
image. For example, if there is a region assumed to be
a disease or an image having a measured clinical signif-
icance during a review of an ultrasound image, the user
may bookmark the ultrasound image.

[0028] According to an embodiment of the present in-
vention, as shownin FIG. 1, the ultrasound image display
apparatus 100 may include areceiving unit 110, adisplay
unit 120, a storage unit 130, and a control unit 140. How-
ever, the elements of FIG. 1 are not indispensable ele-
ments. The ultrasound image display apparatus 100 may
include a greater number of elements or a lesser number
of elements.

[0029] Thereceivingunit110may acquire patientiden-
tification information. The patient identification informa-
tion according to the present embodiment is information
used to identify a patient, such as an ID of the patient,
an ID number, a name, a birth date, and the like. Accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention, if the user
selects specific patient identification information, the re-
ceiving unit i110 acquires the patient identification infor-
mation selected by the user.

[0030] The receiving unit 110 may receive ultrasound
image selection information included in examination lists.
In this case, the receiving unit 110 may receive a plurality
of pieces of ultrasound image selection information in-
cluded in the examination lists. That is, the user may
select a specific ultrasound image from the examination
lists corresponding to the patient identification informa-
tion, and select two or more ultrasound images.

[0031] According to an embodiment of the present in-
vention, the receiving unit 110 may receive bookmark
selection information. The bookmark selection informa-
tion according to the present embodiment is a user’s se-
lection information regarding a bookmark indicated in an
ultrasound image. According to an embodiment of the
present invention, the receiving unit 110 may receive a
plurality of pieces of bookmark selection information.
[0032] Therefore, according to an embodiment of the
present invention, the user may select a specific book-
mark from a displayed screen, and review a correspond-
ing ultrasound image, thereby reducing a user’s ultra-
sound image search time.

[0033] Meanwhile, the receiving unit 110 may receive
ultrasound image diagnosis department selection infor-
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mation. The ultrasound image diagnosis department se-
lection information is selection information regarding a
diagnosis department that diagnoses an ultrasound im-
age. For example, an ultrasound image diagnosis de-
partment may include an OB (Obstetrics) department, a
GYN (Gynecology) department, a PD (Pediatrics) de-
partment, a CS (Chestsurgery) department, a RD (Radi-
ology) department, a NS (Neurosurgery) department,
and the like.

[0034] The display unit 120 may output information
processed by the ultrasound image display apparatus
100. The display unit 120 may provide examination lists
including bookmarks corresponding to the acquired pa-
tient identification information. In this regard, according
to an embodiment of the present invention, the exami-
nation lists may include thumbnails of time-sequentially
arranged ultrasound images.

[0035] According to another embodiment, the display
unit 120 may provide the examination lists in a bar chart.
The examination lists according to the present embodi-
ment may include a plurality of examination items EXAM.
The examination items EXAM are past examination de-
tails of a specific patient divided by a predetermined unit.
[0036] Forexample,ultrasoundimages1,2,and3cap-
tured on May 1, 2011 may be configured as one exami-
nation item (for example, EXAM 1), and ultrasound im-
ages a, b, ¢, d, and e captured on July 1, 2011 may be
configured as another examination item (for example,
EXAM 2).

[0037] According to an embodiment of the present in-
vention, the display unit 120 may display the examination
lists by differentiating lengths of bars based on an amount
of ultrasound images of the plurality of examination items
EXAM.

[0038] Meanwhile, according to an embodiment of the
present invention, the display unit 120 may display a
bookmarked ultrasound image based on the bookmark
selection information. The display unit 120 may also dis-
play measurement values included in a plurality of ultra-
sound images in a graph chart. The graph chart may
include a bar graph, a curve line graph, a circle graph, a
radial graph, a histogram, and the like but the present
invention is not limited thereto.

[0039] According to an embodiment of the present in-
vention, if the user selects the ultrasound image diagno-
sis department, the display unit 120 may provide an ex-
amination list including a bookmark corresponding to the
selected ultrasound image diagnosis department.
[0040] Meanwhile, if the display unit 120 and a touch
pad form a mutual layer structure and thus are configured
as a touch screen, the display unit 120 may be used as
an input device other than an output device. The display
unit 120 may include atleast one of a liquid crystal display
(LCD), a thin film transistor-liquid crystal display (TFT-
LCD), an organic light-emitting diode (OLED), a flexible
display, and a 3D display. The ultrasound image display
apparatus 100 may include two or more display units 120
according to how the ultrasound image display apparatus
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100 is implemented.

[0041] The storage unit 130 may store patient informa-
tion, an ultrasound image, diagnosis data, etc. The pa-
tient information of the present embodiment may include
information regarding patient personal identification in-
formation (an ID, an ID number, a name, a birth date,
and the like), a medical history, a singularity, and the like.
The diagnosis data may include measured result infor-
mation, content analyzed by the user, a user’s opinion
on abnormality, a singularity, and the like regarding the
ultrasound image.

[0042] According to an embodiment of the present in-
vention, the storage unit 130 may be embedded in the
ultrasound image display apparatus 100 or may be an
external memory. The storage unit 130 also may be a
storage server implemented on the Web.

[0043] Thestorage unit 130 ofthe presentembodiment
may classify and store ultrasound image data, according
to patients and diagnosis dates. For example, the storage
unit 130 may store ultrasound images in a unit of the
examination items EXAM. Thus, the examination item
EXAM of the present embodiment may include a plurality
of ultrasound images.

[0044] Meanwhile, according to another embodiment
of the present invention, the storage unit 130 may store
ultrasound images per diagnosis departments. The stor-
age unit 130 may also store bookmark information indi-
cated by the user.

[0045] The control unit 140 may generally control the
receiving unit 110, the display unit 120, and the storage
unit 130. For example, the control unit 140 may analyze
the amount of ultrasound images of the plurality of ex-
amination items included in the examination lists, and set
lengths of bars corresponding to the plurality of exami-
nation items based on the analyzed amount of ultrasound
images.

[0046] The controlunit 140 may determine whether the
same measurement item is included in a plurality of ul-
trasound images selected by the user, and, if the same
measured item is included therein, may generate com-
parison data between measurement values included in
the plurality of ultrasound images selected by the user
[0047] A method of displaying an ultrasound image to
a user by using each element of the ultrasound image
display apparatus 100 will now be in detail described with
reference to FIGS. 2 through 5.

[0048] FIG. 2is a flowchartillustrating a method of dis-
playing an ultrasound image, according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention.

[0049] Referring to FIG. 2, according to the present
embodiment, the ultrasound image display apparatus
100 may acquire patient identification information (oper-
ation S210). For example, if a user wants to review an
ultrasound image of a patient A and inputs an ID of the
patient A, the ultrasound image display apparatus 100
acquires patientidentification information of the patient A.
[0050] Meanwhile, according to an embodiment of the
presentinvention, when the user selects a patient ID from
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a work list, the ultrasound image display apparatus 100
may acquire the patient identification information.
[0051] According to an embodiment of the present in-
vention, the ultrasound image display apparatus 100 may
receive ultrasound image diagnosis department selec-
tion information (operation S220). That is, the user may
select the patient identification information on the work
listand a clinic department in which an ultrasound image
is analyzed. For example, if the user wants to review an
ultrasound image regarding the patient A analyzed in an
OB/GYN department, the user may input the patientiden-
tification information of the patient A, and select OB/GYN
from among clinic departments.

[0052] The ultrasound image display apparatus 100
may provide an examination list including a bookmark
corresponding to the acquired patient identification infor-
mation (operation S230). According to an embodiment
of the present invention, the examination list may be pro-
vided in a thumbnail format. According to another em-
bodiment of the present invention, the examination list
may be provided in a bar chart. This will be described in
detail with reference to FIG. 3.

[0053] According to an embodiment of the present in-
vention, the ultrasound image display apparatus 100 may
display examination lists in an order of diagnosis times.
The ultrasound image display apparatus 100 may also
display examination lists including a plurality of exami-
nation items EXAM in an ascending order of an amount
of ultrasound images or in an ascending order of book-
marks.

[0054] Meanwhile, if the ultrasound image diagnosis
department selection information is received, the ultra-
sound image display apparatus 100 may provide an ex-
amination list including a bookmark corresponding to a
selected diagnosis department. That is, if ultrasound im-
ages of patients are diagnosed in a plurality of clinic de-
partments through a comprehensive medical check, the
ultrasound image display apparatus 100 may display an
ultrasound image diagnosed in a selected diagnosis de-
partment.

[0055] According to an embodiment of the present in-
vention, the ultrasound image display apparatus 100 may
receive ultrasound image selection information included
in the examination lists (operation S240). In this case,
the ultrasound image display apparatus 100 may receive
one ultrasound image selection information or a plurality
of pieces of ultrasound image selection information. For
example, the user may select an ultrasound image A in-
cluded in the examination lists or the ultrasound image
A and an ultrasound image B.

[0056] In this regard, the user may select a plurality of
ultrasound images in the same examination item EXAM
or extract a plurality of ultrasound images in different ex-
amination items EXAM.

[0057] According to an embodiment of the present in-
vention, the ultrasound image display apparatus 100 may
receive bookmark selection information. In this case, the
user may select one bookmark or a plurality of book-



9 EP 2 597 617 A2 10

marks.

[0058] Accordingan embodiment of the presentinven-
tion, the ultrasound image display apparatus 100 may
display ultrasound images according to the ultrasound
image selection information or the bookmark selection
information (operation S250). For example, according to
an embodiment of the present invention, if the user se-
lects an ultrasound image included in an examination list,
the ultrasound image display apparatus 100 may display
the selected ultrasound image.

[0059] According to another embodiment of the
present invention, if the user selects a bookmark, the
ultrasound image display apparatus 100 may display a
bookmarked ultrasound image according to the book-
mark selection information.

[0060] FIG. 3isa flowchartillustrating a method of pro-
viding an examination list in a bar chart, according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

[0061] Referring to FIG. 3, according to the present
embodiment, the ultrasound image display apparatus
100 may acquire patient identification information (oper-
ation S310). In this case, the ultrasound image display
apparatus 100 may analyze an amount of ultrasound im-
ages of a plurality of examination items included in the
examination list corresponding to the acquired patient
identification information (operation S320).

[0062] The ultrasound image display apparatus 100
may set lengths of bars corresponding to the plurality of
examination items based on the analyzed amount of ul-
trasound images (operation S330). For example, if three
ultrasound images are included in an examination item
1 EXAM 1, and nine ultrasound images are included in
an examination item 2 EXAM 2, lengths of bars corre-
sponding to the examination item 2 EXAM 2 may be set
three times longer than those corresponding to the ex-
amination item 1 EXAM 1.

[0063] The ultrasound image display apparatus 100
may provide the examination listin the bar chart including
abookmark accordingto the setlengths of the bars. Thus,
according to an embodiment of the present invention, a
user may intuitively check the amount of ultrasound im-
ages included in each examination item EXAM.

[0064] FIG. 4 is a flowchartillustrating a method of dis-
playing comparison data between measurement values
included in a plurality of ultrasound images in a graph
chart, according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

[0065] Referring to FIG. 4, according to the present
invention, the ultrasound image display apparatus 100
may acquire patient identification information (operation
S410). The ultrasound image display apparatus 100 may
provide an examination list including a bookmark corre-
sponding to the acquired patient identification informa-
tion (operation S420).

[0066] In this case, the ultrasound image display ap-
paratus 100 may receive a plurality of pieces of ultra-
sound image selection information included in the exam-
ination list (operation S430). According to an embodi-
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ment of the present invention, the ultrasound image dis-
play apparatus 100 may receive a plurality of pieces of
bookmark selection information.

[0067] The ultrasound image display apparatus 100
according to an embodiment of the presentinvention may
determine whether the same measurement item is in-
cluded in selected plurality of ultrasound images (oper-
ation S440). Measurement items according to the
present embodiment may include at least one of a BPD
(bi-parietal diameter), an OFD (occipitofrontal diameter),
and an AC (abdominal circumference), but the present
invention is not limited thereto.

[0068] If the same measurement item is included in a
selected plurality of ultrasound images, the ultrasound
image display apparatus 100 may generate the compar-
ison data between the measurement values included in
the selected ultrasound images (operation S450). For
example, ifthe BPD itemis included in ultrasound images
A, B, and C selected by a user, the ultrasound image
display apparatus 100 may compare BPD values includ-
ed in the ultrasound images A, B, and C.

[0069] The ultrasound image display apparatus 100
may display the generated comparison data in the graph
chart (operation S460). Thus, according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention, it is useful in comparing a
plurality of examination items EXAM like a growth
progress of an embryo or a prognosis of a lesion.
[0070] Meanwhile, the graph chart according to the
present embodiment may be applied in various ways as
occasion demands.

[0071] FIG. 5 is a diagram of an example of a screen
displaying an ultrasound image, according to an embod-
iment ofthe presentinvention. Referringto FIG. 5, patient
identification information may be displayed on a work list
510. A user may select identification information (for ex-
ample, an ID) of a patient of which an ultrasound image
is to be checked from the work list 510.

[0072] The user may also select a diagnosis depart-
ment 520 if the user is to search for an ultrasound image
diagnosed in a predetermined diagnosis department. For
example, if the user wishes to see a growth progress of
an embryo, the user may select an OB department.
[0073] If the user inputs the patient identification infor-
mation and/or diagnosis department selection informa-
tion, the ultrasound image display apparatus 100 may
display a corresponding examination list 530. In this
case, the ultrasound image display apparatus 100 may
display the examination list 530 including bookmark in-
formation (for example, V).

[0074] Meanwhile, the ultrasound image display appa-
ratus 100 may adjust lengths of bars in the examination
list 530 based on an amount of ultrasound images of a
plurality of examination items EXAM. For example, as
shown in FIG. 5, since an examination item (EXAM ) in-
cludes six ultrasound images, which is the most, the ul-
trasound image display apparatus 100 may adjust a bar
corresponding to the examination item (EXAM ) to be the
longest.
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[0075] If the user selects an ultrasound image or a
bookmark, the ultrasound image display apparatus 100
may display ultrasound images 540 based on a user's
selection. If the same measurement item is included in
a selected plurality of ultrasound images, the ultrasound
image display apparatus 100 may provide comparison
data of measurement values in a graph chart 550.
[0076] Forexample,asshowninFIG.5,the ultrasound
image display apparatus 100 may display BPD values
included in ultrasound images 1, 2, and 3 in a bar graph
chart. In this case, the user may visually see a growth
progress of an embryo.

[0077] Embodiments of the present invention include
a computer-readable recording medium including pro-
gram commands for executing operations implemented
through various computers. The computer-readable re-
cording medium can store program commands, data
files, data structures, or combinations thereof. The pro-
gram commands recorded in the computer-readable re-
cording medium may be specially designed and config-
ured for the present invention or be known to those of
ordinary skill in the field of computer software. Examples
of a computer-readable recording medium include mag-
netic media such as hard disks, floppy disks, and mag-
netic tapes, optical media such as CD-ROMs and DVDs,
magneto-optical media such as floptical disks, or hard-
ware devices such as ROMs, RAMs, and flash memories,
which are specially configured to store and execute pro-
gram commands. Examples of the program commands
include a machine language code created by a compiler
and a high-level language code executable by a compu-
ter using an interpreter and the like. The computers may
include the control unit 140 of the ultrasound image dis-
play apparatus 100.

[0078] While the present invention has been particu-
larly shown and described with reference to exemplary
embodiments thereof, it will be understood by those of
ordinary skill in the art that various changes in form and
details may be made therein without departing from the
spirit and scope of the present invention as defined by
the following claims.

Claims

1. A method of displaying an ultrasound image, the
method comprising:

acquiring patient identification information;
providing an examination list including a book-
mark used to identify at least one ultrasound im-
age based on the acquired patient identification
information;

receiving selection information regarding the at
least one ultrasound image included in the ex-
amination list; and

displaying the ultrasound image selected based
on the selection information.
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2. The method of claim 1, wherein the providing of the
examination list comprises: providing the examina-
tion list including the bookmark in a bar chart.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the providing of the
examination list including the bookmark in the bar
chart comprises:

analyzing an amount of ultrasound images of at
least one examination item included in the ex-
amination list;

setting a length of a bar corresponding to the at
least one examination item based on the ana-
lyzed amount of ultrasound images; and
providing the examination list including the
bookmark in the bar chart according to the set
length of the bar.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the receiving of the
selection information comprises: receiving book-
mark selection information to select at least one
bookmark included in the examination list,
wherein the displaying of the ultrasound image com-
prises: selecting atleast one bookmark based on the
bookmark selection information and displaying the
ultrasound image corresponding to the selected at
least one bookmark.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the receiving of the
selection information comprises: receiving a plurality
of pieces of ultrasound image selection information
to select a plurality of ultrasound images included in
the examination list,
wherein the displaying of the ultrasound image com-
prises: selecting the plurality of ultrasound images
based on the plurality of pieces of ultrasound image
selection information and displaying measurement
values corresponding to the selected plurality of ul-
trasound images in a graph chart.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein the displaying of the
measurement values corresponding to the selected
plurality of ultrasound images in the graph chart com-
prises:

determining whether a same measurement item
is included in the selected plurality of ultrasound
images;

if it is determined that the same measurement
item is included in the selected plurality of ultra-
sound images, generating comparison data be-
tween the measurement values corresponding
to the selected plurality of ultrasound images;
and

displaying the generated comparison datain the
graph chart.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the providing of the
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examination list including the bookmark further com-
prises:

receiving ultrasound image diagnosis depart-
ment selection information to select at least one
ultrasound image diagnosis department; and
selecting the at least one ultrasound image di-
agnosis departmentbased on the ultrasound im-
age diagnosis department selection informa-
tion, and providing the examination list corre-
sponding to the selected at least one ultrasound
image diagnosis department.

An apparatus for displaying an ultrasound image,
the apparatus comprising:

a receiving unit for acquiring patient identifica-
tion information, and receiving selection infor-
mation regarding at least one ultrasound image
included in an examination list;

a display unit for providing the examination list
including a bookmark used to identify the atleast
one ultrasound image based on the acquired pa-
tient identification information, and displaying
the ultrasound image selected based on the se-
lection information; and

a control unit for controlling the receiving unit
and the display unit.

The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the display unit
provides the examination listincluding the bookmark
in a bar chart.

The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the control unit
analyzes an amount of ultrasound images of at least
one examination item included in the examination
list, and sets a length of a bar corresponding to the
atleast one examination item based on the analyzed
amount of ultrasound images,

wherein the display unit provides the examination
listincluding the bookmark in the bar chart according
to the set length of the bar.

The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the receiving unit
receives bookmark selection information to select at
least one bookmark included in the examination list,
wherein the display unit selects at least one book-
mark based on the bookmark selection information
and displays an ultrasound image corresponding to
the selected at least one bookmark.

The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the receiving unit
receives a plurality of pieces of ultrasound image
selection information to select a plurality of ultra-
sound images included in the examination list,

wherein the display unit selects the plurality of ultra-
sound images based on the plurality of pieces of ul-
trasound image selection information and displays
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measurement values corresponding to the selected
plurality of ultrasound images in a graph chart.

The apparatus of claim 12, wherein the control unit
determines whether a same measurement item is
included in the selected plurality of ultrasound imag-
es, and, if it is determined that the same measure-
ment item is included in the selected plurality of ul-
trasound images, generates comparison data be-
tweenthe measurement values corresponding to the
selected plurality of ultrasound images; and
wherein the display unit displays the generated com-
parison data in the graph chart.

The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the receiving unit
receives ultrasound image diagnosis department se-
lection information to select at least one ultrasound
image diagnosis department,

wherein the display unit selects the at least one ul-
trasound image diagnosis department based on the
ultrasound image diagnosis department selection in-
formation, and provides the examination list corre-
sponding to the selected at least one ultrasound im-
age diagnosis department.

A computer readable recording medium storing a
program for executing a method of displaying an ul-
trasound image of claim 1.
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