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Description

[0001] The disclosure herein relates generally to ultrasound delivery apparatus (e.g., delivery systems) and ultrasound
therapy provided therewith. More particularly, the disclosure herein pertains to ultrasound therapy methods, which can
be used in vitro and in vivo, and ultrasound delivery apparatus for providing such ultrasound therapy. More particularly,
the disclosure herein pertains to ultrasound therapy methods and systems that use ultrasound imaging therewith, e.g.,
ultrasound therapy applications (e.g., thermal and non-thermal therapy relating to vasculature (e.g., decrease plaque
growth), nerve structure (e.g., denervation), tumor (e.g., tissue ablation or lesion formation), cardiac tissue (e.g., cardiac
ablation), drug delivery (e.g., activation of drug in tissue), etc.).
[0002] US 2005/0267453 A1 describes a dual-mode ultrasound array integrated in a catheter for use in minimally
invasive treatment of arrhythmias. The array is capable of imagining and ablation. Current technology for providing
therapy using ultrasonic energy is inadequate. In addition, current technology for imaging based on ultrasonic signals
is inadequate. High-intensity focused ultrasound (HIFU) continues to receive increased attention as a therapeutic tool
in the treatment of cancer and other tissue abnormalities (see, Wu, et al., "Advanced hepatocellular carcinoma: Treatment
with high-intensity focused ultrasound ablation combined with transcatheter arterial embolization," RADIOLOGY, vol.
235, no. 2, pp. 659- 667, MAY 2005; Wu, et al., "Feasibility of US-guided high-intensity focused ultrasound treatment in
patients with advanced pancreatic cancer: Initial experience," RADIOLOGY, vol. 236, no. 3, pp. 1034-1040, SEP 2005;
Yuh, et al., "Delivery of systemic chemotherapeutic agent to tumors by using focused ultrasound: Study in a murine
model," RADIOLOGY, vol. 234, no. 2, pp. 431-437, FEB 2005; Blana, et al., "First analysis of the long-term results with
transrectal HIFU in patients with localized prostate cancer," EURO UROLOGY, vol. 53, no. 6, pp. 1194-1203, JUN 2008;
Uchida, et al., "Transrectal high-intensity focused ultrasound for the treatment of localized prostate cancer: Eightyear
experience," Int. J. UROLOGY, vol. 16, no. 11, pp. 881-886, NOV 2009; and Hindley, et al., "MRI guidance of focused
ultrasound therapy of uterine fibroids: Early results," Am. J. ROENTGENOLOGY, vol. 183, no. 6, pp. 1713-1719, DEC
2004).
[0003] HIFU offers some unique advantages as a form of non-ionizing radiation suitable for the localized treatment of
deep-seated tumors in a noninvasive or minimally invasive manner (see, Sanghvi, et al., "New developments in thera-
peutic ultrasound," IEEE Eng. Med. Biol. Mag., vol. 15, no. 6, pp. 83-92, Nov./Dec. 1996). Image guidance using diagnostic
MRI and ultrasound (see, Tempany, et al., "MR imaging-guided focused ultrasound surgery of uterine leiomyomas: A
feasibility study," Radiology, vol. 226, pp. 897- 905, Nov. 2003; and Sanghvi, et al., "Noninvasive surgery of prostate
tissue by high-intensity focused ultrasound," IEEE Trans. Ultrason., Ferroelectr., Freq. Contr., vol. 43, no. 6, pp.
1099-1110, Nov. 1996) has led to increased acceptance of HIFU as a noninvasive therapeutic tool. Currently, HIFU is
approved worldwide for use in the treatment of uterine leimyomas and prostate cancer. The HIFU beam experiences
minimum distortion when focusing at the target sites by utilizing a noninvasive probe for the treatment of the uterine
leimyomas and an intracavitary transducer for the prostate (see, Chan, et al., "An imageguided high intensity focused
ultrasound device for uterine fibroids treatment," Med. Phys., vol. 29, pp. 2611-2620, 2002; and Poissonnier, et al.,
"Control of prostate cancer by transrectal HIFU in 227 patients," Eur. Urol., vol. 51, pp. 381-387,2007).
[0004] During the treatment session, image guidance is vital to target the treatment location and to avoid the potential
for collateral damage to the intervening tissue in the path of the HIFU beam. Temperature-sensitive MRI has been used
in monitoring the application of HIFU in the treatment of uterine fibroids, and ultrasound has been shown to provide
adequate feedback in guiding the HIFU treatment of prostate cancer.
[0005] Current clinical HIFU systems employ concave mechanically scanned transducers with relatively low fnumber
(i.e., to provide high focusing gain). Both single-element and (coarsely sampled) array transducers are currently being
used. Array transducers for generating HIFU beams offer additional advantages of compensating for tissue heteroge-
neities in the path of the HIFU beam (see, Chapelon, et al., "New piezoelectric transducers for therapeutic ultrasound,"
Ultrasound Med. Biol., vol. 26, pp. 153-159, 2000; Pernot, et al., "High power density prototype for high precision
transcranial therapy," in Proc. 3rd Int. Symp. Ther. Ultrasound, 2003, vol. 1, pp. 405-410; Hynynen et al., "Trans-skull
ultrasound therapy: The feasibility of using image-derived skull thickness information to correct the phase distortion,"
IEEE Trans. Ultrason., Ferroelectr., Freq. Control, vol. 46, no. 5, pp. 752-755, May 1999; Ishida, et al., "Development
and animal experiment of variable focusing HIFU system for prostate cancer treatment," in Proc. 3rd Int. Symp. Ther.
Ultrasound, 2003, vol. 1, pp. 382-387; Seip, et al., "High-intensity focused ultrasound (HIFU) phased arrays: Recent
developments in transrectal transducers and driving electronics," in Proc. 3rd Int. Symp. Ther. Ultrasound, 2003, vol. 1,
pp. 423-428; Curiel, et al., "1.5-D high intensity focused ultrasound array for non-invasive prostate cancer surgery," IEEE
Trans. Ultrason., Ferroelectr., Freq. Control, vol. 49, no. 2, pp. 231-242, Feb. 2002; Martin, et al., "Investigation of HIFU
produced emulsion for acoustic hemostasis," in Proc. 3rd Int. Symp. Ther. Ultrasound, 2003, vol. 1, pp. 351-356; and
Aubry, et al., "Transcostal high-intensity-focused ultrasound: Ex vivo adaptive focusing feasibility study," Phys. Med.
Biol., vol. 53, pp. 2937-2951, 2008).
[0006] Depending on the size and distribution of the array elements, amplitude and/or phase compensation of the
driving signals to the elements can be used to refocus the HIFU beam at the target in the presence of tissue aberrations.
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This, of course, assumes that information about tissue aberration is reliably measured or estimated. One way to estimate
these aberrations is by using 3-D numerical modeling of the acoustic wave propagation based on tissue parameters
from pretreatment X-ray computed tomography (CT) or MRI patient datasets (see, Tanter, et al., "Focusing and steering
through absorbing and aberrating layers: Application to ultrasonic propagation through the skull," J. Acoust. Soc. Amer.,
vol. 103, pp. 2403-2410, 1998; and Sun, et al., "Focusing of therapeutic ultrasound through a human skull: A numerical
study," J. Acoust. Soc. Amer., vol. 104, pp. 1705- 1715, 1998). This approach has been suggested for focusing HIFU
beams through the skull, but it is only of limited value when targeting tumors in abdominal organs where motion is
significant. Alternatively, implantable hydrophones can be used to measure the array directivity at or near the target and
refocus the beam based on phase-conjugation or time-reversal methods (see, Seip, et al., "Dynamic focusing in ultrasound
hyperthermia treatments using implantable hydrophone arrays," IEEE Trans. Ultrason., Ferroelectr., Freq. Control, vol.
41, no. 5, pp. 706-713, Sep. 1994). This approach was suggested for focusing hyperthermia arrays where the acoustic
sensors can be integrated with the necessary temperature sensors.
[0007] Recently the concept of dual-mode ultrasound array (DMUA) systems for image-guided application of thera-
peutic HIFU have been discussed (see, Ebbini, et al., "Lesion formation and visualization using dual-mode ultrasound
phased arrays," in Proc. IEEE Ultrason. Symp., Oct. 2001, vol. 2, pp. 1351-1354; Steidl, et al., "Dual-mode ultrasound
phased arrays for noninvasive surgery: Post-beamforming image compounding algorithms for enhanced visualization
of thermal lesions," in Proc. IEEE Int. Symp. Biomed. Imag., Jul. 2002, pp. 429-432; Yao and Ebbini, "Real-time monitoring
of the transients of HIFU-induced lesions," in Proc. IEEE Ultrason. Symp., Oct. 2003, vol. 1, pp. 1006-1009; Yao and
Ebbini, "Dual-mode ultrasound phased arrays for imaging and therapy," in Proc. IEEE Int. Symp. Biomed. Imag., Apr.
2004, vol. 1, pp. 25-28; and Ebbini, et al., "Dual-mode ultrasound phased arrays for image-guided surgery," Ultrason.
Imag., vol. 28, pp. 201-220, 2006). The advent of piezo-composite transducer technology has provided transducers
capable of producing high-power levels suitable for therapy with reasonably wide bandwidth suitable for imaging (see,
Fleury, et al., "New piezocomposite transducers for therapeutic ultrasound," in Proc. 2nd Int. Symp. Ther. Ultrasound,
2002, vol. 1, pp. 428-436). Furthermore, piezo-composite technology results in array elements with low lateral cross-
coupling leading to more predictable element and beam patterns, both in imaging and therapy modes. A number of
approaches for improving the image quality of a prototype DMUA that was originally optimized for therapeutic performance
have been investigated (see, Ebbini, "Deep localized hyperthermia with ultrasound phased arrays using the pseudoin-
verse pattern synthesis method," Ph.D. dissertation, Univ. Illinois, Urbana, 1990; and Wan and Ebbini, "Imaging with
concave large-aperture therapeutic ultrasound arrays using conventional synthetic-aperture beamforming," IEEE Trans.
Ultrason., Ferroelectr., Freq. Control, vol. 55, no. 8, pp. 1705- 1718, Aug. 2008), including conventional imaging in sector
scan format (see, Simon, et al., "Combined ultrasound image guidance and therapy using a therapeutic phased array,"
SPIE Med. Imag., vol. 3341, pp. 89-98, May 1998); and Cartesian coordinates using synthetic aperture (SA) and single
transmit focus (STF) imaging (see, Ebbini, et al., "Lesion formation and visualization using dual-mode ultrasound phased
arrays," in Proc. IEEE Ultrason. Symp., Oct. 2001, vol. 2, pp. 1351-1354), harmonic and nonlinear quadratic imaging
(see, Yao, et al., "Enhanced lesion visualization in image-guided noninvasive surgery with ultrasound phased arrays,"
in Proc. 23rd Annu. Int. Conf IEEE Eng, Med. Biol. Soc., Oct. 2001, vol. 3, pp. 2492-2495, nonlinear frequency com-
pounding (see, Steidl, et al., "Dual-mode ultrasound phased arrays for noninvasive surgery: Post-beamforming image
compounding algorithms for enhanced visualization of thermal lesions," in Proc. IEEE Int. Symp. Biomed. Imag., Jul.
2002, pp. 429-432), and the use of coded excitation with pseudoinverse filtering to balance axial and lateral resolution
(see, Wan and Ebbini, "Imaging with concave large-aperture therapeutic ultrasound arrays using conventional synthetic-
aperture beamforming," IEEE Trans. Ultrason., Ferroelectr., Freq. Control, vol. 55, no. 8, pp. 1705- 1718, Aug. 2008;
and Shen and Ebbini, "Filter-based coded-excitation system for highspeed ultrasonic imaging," IEEE Trans. Med. Imag.,
vol. 17, no. 6, pp. 923-934, Dec. 1998).
[0008] In addition to problems associated with the possible obstruction of the HIFU beam by structures resulting in
inadequate therapy at the target and/or treatment-limiting pain or damage to normal tissues in the path of the beam (e.g.
ribs when targeting liver tumors), HIFU suffers from other limitations that may hinder a wider acceptance of this modality.
For example, one limitation is the long treatment time compared to competing minimally invasive modalities. For example,
a tumor may be treated in 15 minutes using RF ablation, but may require 2-3 hours using a conventional HIFU protocol
(e.g., raster scan of small ablations within the focal region of the HIFU application).
[0009] Various technologies for noninvasive application of therapeutic HIFU have been discussed. For, example, such
technologies may include piezo-composite array transducer technology (see, Chapelon, et al., "New piezoelectric trans-
ducers for therapeutic ultrasound," ULTRASOUND IN MEDICINE AND BIOLOGY, vol. 26, no. 1, pp. 153-159, JAN
2000) and noninvasive thermometry (see, Seip and Ebbini, "Non-invasive estimation of tissue temperature response to
heating fields using diagnostic ultrasound," IEEE Trans. Biomed. Eng., vol. 42, no. 8, pp. 828-839, 1995; Seip, et al.,
"Noninvasive real-time multipoint temperature control for ultrasound phased array treatments," IEEE TRANSACTIONS
ON ULTRASONICS FERROELECTRICS AND FREQUENCY CONTROL, vol. 43, no. 6, pp. 1063-1073, NOV 1996;
Simon, et al., "Two-dimensional temperature estimation using diagnostic ultrasound," IEEE Trans. Ultrason., Ferroelect.,
Freq. Contr., vol. 45, pp. 989-1000, July 1998; Salomir, et al., "Hyperthermia by MR-guided focused ultrasound: Accurate
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temperature control based on fast MRI and a physical model of local energy deposition and heat conduction," Magnetic
Resonance in Medicine, vol. 43, pp. 342-347, 2000; Vanne and Hynynen, "MRI feedback temperature control for focused
ultrasound surgery," Physics in Medicine and Biology, vol. 48, no. 1, pp. 31, 2003; and Souchon, et al., "Monitoring the
formation of thermal lesions with heat-induced echo-strain imaging: A feasibility study," Ultrasound in Medicine and
Biology, vol. 31, pp. 251-259, 2005).
[0010] Phased array applicators offer unparalleled level of spatial and temporal control over the heating pattern,
including simultaneous heating at multiple-focus locations (see, Ebbini, Deep Localized Hyperthermia with Ultrasound
Phased Arrays Using the Psudoinverse Pattern Synthesis Method, Ph.D. thesis, University of Illinois, 1990; and Ebbini
and Cain, "Experimental evaluation of a prototype cylindrical section ultrasound hyperthermia phased-array applicator,"
IEEE TRANSACTIONS ON ULTRASONICS FERROELECTRICS AND FREQUENCY CONTROL, vol. 38, no. 5, pp.
510-520, SEP 1991). This has many potential advantages in thermal therapy (see, Ebbini, et al., "Dual-mode ultrasound
arrays for image-guided surgery," Ultrasonic Imaging, vol. 28, pp. 65 - 82, Apr. 2006).
[0011] Temperature imaging using MRI is available on clinical MR-guided HIFU systems (MRgFUS) and can be
credited in the increased awareness and acceptance of this form of noninvasive surgery (see, Salomir, et al. (2000);
and Vanne and Hynynen (2003)). Feedback control algorithms of HIFU fields based on noninvasive temperature imaging
using MRI has been described (see, Salomir, et al. (2000); Smith, et al., "Control system for an MRI compatible intrac-
avitary ultrasound array for thermal treatment of prostate disease," INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF HYPERTHERMIA,
vol. 17, no. 3, pp. 271-282, MAY-JUN 2001; Mougenot, et al., "Automatic spatial and temporal temperature control for
MR-guided focused ultrasound using fast 3D MR thermometry and multispiral trajectory of the focal point," MAGNETIC
RESONANCE IN MEDICINE, vol. 52, no. 5, pp. 1005-1015, NOV 2004; Sun, et al., "Adaptive real-time closed-loop
temperature control for ultrasound hyperthermia using magnetic resonance thermometry," CONCEPTS IN MAGNETIC
RESONANCE PART B-MAGNETIC RESONANCE ENGINEERING, vol. 27B, no. 1, pp. 51-63, OCT 2005; and Mougenot,
et al., "Three-dimensional spatial and temporal temperature control with MR thermometry-guided focused ultrasound
(mrghifu)," Magnetic Resonance in Medicine, vol. 61, pp. 603-614, 2009).
[0012] Ultrasound temperature estimation has also been described (see, Simon, et al., "Two-dimensional temperature
estimation using diagnostic ultrasound," IEEE Trans. Ultrason., Ferroelect., Freq. Contr., vol. 45, pp. 989-1000, July
1998; Miller, et al., "Fundamental limitations of noninvasive temperature imaging by means of ultrasound echo strain
estimation," Ultrasound in Medicine and Biology, vol. 28, pp. 1319- 1333, 2002; and Pernot, et al., "Temperature estimation
using ultrasonic spatial compounding," IEEE Trans. Ultrason., Ferroelect., Freq. Contr., vol. 51, no. 5, pp. 606-615,
2004), as well as a photoacoustic-based approach (see, Pramanik and Wang, "Thermoacoustic and photoacoustic
sensing of temperature," JOURNAL OF BIOMEDICAL OPTICS, vol. 14, no. 5, SEP-OCT 2009). A number of different
ultrasound thermography methods have been proposed (see, Seip and Ebbini, "Non-invasive estimation of tissue tem-
perature response to heating fields using diagnostic ultrasound," IEEE Trans. Biomed. Eng., vol. 42, no. 8, pp. 828-839,
1995; Maass-Moreno and Damianou, "Noninvasive temperature estimation in tissue via ultrasound echo shifts. Part I.
Theoretical model," The Journal of the Acoustical Society of America, vol. 100, pp. 2514- 2521, 1996; and Arthur, et al.,
"In vivo change in ultrasonic backscattered energy with temperature in motion-compensated images," INTERNATIONAL
JOURNAL OF HYPERTHERMIA, vol. 24, no. 5, pp. 389-398, 2008).

SUMMARY

[0013] Dual-mode ultrasound systems that provide real-time imaging and therapy delivery using the same transducer
elements of a transducer array are defined in claim 1 and paragraphs [0043-0049] and [0143]. Further preferred em-
bodiments are defined in the dependent claims. The system may use a multi-channel driver to drive the elements of the
array. The system may use real-time monitoring and feedback image control of the therapy based on imaging data
acquired using the dual-mode ultrasound array (DMUA) of transducer elements. Further, for example, multimodal coded
excitation using multi-channel arbitrary waveform generators with a linear amplifier driver may be used in both imaging
and therapy modes. Still further, for example, adaptive, real-time refocusing for improved imaging and therapy can be
achieved using array directivity vectors obtained from DMUA pulse-echo data. System may refer to, according to one
or more embodiments of the present disclosure, apparatus with a number of several elements (e.g., means, devices,
etc.) specifically connected with each other by way of electrical connection and being adapted to the specific functions
of each element as described herein.
[0014] In one exemplary example of a dual mode ultrasound transducer system described herein, the system includes
an array of ultrasound transducer elements (e.g., the ultrasound transducer elements configured to deliver a plurality of
sequential therapy bursts of ultrasonic energy to at least a portion of a target region and to transmit/receive imaging
ultrasonic energy to/from the target region) and a control apparatus. The control apparatus (e.g., one or more elements,
such as means or devices) maybe configured to control conveyance of imaging signals to/from one or more of the
plurality of ultrasound transducer elements; generate treatment region image data (e.g., of a target region and the path
between the transducer elements of the array and the target region) usable to identify at least one or more target points
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within a target region based on imaging signals conveyed to/from one or more of the plurality of ultrasound transducer
elements; generate therapy signals to drive one or more of the plurality of ultrasound transducer elements to deliver a
plurality of sequential therapy bursts of ultrasonic energy to at least one of the one or more target points in the target
region; and generate control image data based on imaging signals from one or more of the plurality of ultrasound
transducer elements during and/or following delivery of each therapy burst of a plurality of sequential therapy bursts.
The control image data generated during and/or following delivery (e.g., during and following, during, following, partially
during and partially following) of a therapy burst is used (e.g., as feedback) to generate therapy signals to drive one or
more of the plurality of ultrasound transducer elements to deliver a subsequent therapy burst of the plurality of sequential
therapy bursts.
[0015] In one or more examples of the system, one or more of the following features may be used in combination with
other features in the system: the control apparatus may be configured to generate treatment region image data usable
to identify one or more critical points representative of intervening tissue in the path between the plurality of ultrasound
transducer elements and the one or more target points within the target region based on imaging signals conveyed
to/from one or more of the plurality of ultrasound transducer elements; the control apparatus may be configured to
generate at least one imaging signal to drive one or more of the plurality of ultrasound transducers elements to transmit
at least one single transmit energy pulse focused to one or more target points and/or one or more of the critical points
resulting in pulse-echo data to be captured; the control apparatus may be configured to generate imaging signals to
drive one or more of the plurality of ultrasound transducers to transmit sequential single transmit energy pulses focused
to each of a plurality of one or more target points within the target region and/or one or more critical points resulting in
pulse-echo data to be captured; the control apparatus may be configured to use coded excitation to generate at least
one imaging signal to drive one or more of the plurality of ultrasound transducers to transmit at least one single transmit
energy pulse focused to one or more target points within the target region and/or one or more critical points resulting in
pulse-echo data to be captured; prior to delivery of a subsequent therapy burst of the plurality of sequential therapy
bursts at therapeutic levels based on therapy signals generated using control image data generated during and/or
following delivery of a previous therapy burst, the control apparatus may be configured to control a test of the subsequent
therapy burst at sub-therapeutic levels; and the control apparatus may be configured to modify the therapy signals
generated to deliver the subsequent therapy burst based on imaging data resulting from the test.
[0016] Still further, one or more of such examples of the system may include one or more of the following features:
the control apparatus may be configured to generate at least one imaging signal to drive one or more of the plurality of
ultrasound transducers to transmit at least one ultrasound energy pulse to the target region resulting in pulse-echo data
to be captured by one or more of the plurality of ultrasound transducer elements between the generation of therapy
signals that result in each sequential therapy burst of ultrasonic energy to be delivered to the target region via the plurality
of ultrasound transducer elements; the control apparatus may be configured to generate control image data comprising
ultrasound transducer element directivity data (e.g., wherein at least the ultrasound transducer element directivity data
is used to generate therapy signals to drive one or more of the plurality of ultrasound transducer elements to deliver a
subsequent therapy burst of the plurality of sequential therapy bursts); the control apparatus may be configured to
generate control image data comprising thermal response data (e.g., wherein at least the thermal response data is used
to generate therapy signals to drive one or more of the plurality of ultrasound transducer elements to deliver a subsequent
therapy burst of the plurality of sequential therapy bursts); the control apparatus may be configured to generate control
image data comprising displacement and/or strain data associated with at least the target region (e.g., wherein at least
the displacement and/or strain data is used to generate therapy signals to drive one or more of the plurality of ultrasound
transducer elements to deliver a subsequent therapy burst of the plurality of sequential therapy bursts); and the control
apparatus may be configured to generate control image data comprising data indicative of cavitation (e.g., wherein at
least the data indicative of cavitation is used to generate therapy signals to drive one or more of the plurality of ultrasound
transducer elements to deliver a subsequent therapy burst of the plurality of sequential therapy bursts).
[0017] Still further, one or more of such examples of the system may include one or more of the following features: a
control channel associated with each of a plurality of ultrasound transducer elements of the array; the control apparatus
may be configured to generate multiple channel therapy signals for driving the plurality of ultrasound transducer elements
via the respective control channels to deliver energy to at least one target point in the target region (e.g., wherein each
of the plurality of ultrasound transducer elements is driven at one or more drive parameters to focus the ultrasound
energy for delivery of each sequential therapy burst); the control apparatus may be configured to adjust one or more of
the drive parameters drive of one or more of the plurality of ultrasound transducer elements based on the control image
data; a display apparatus to display image data and a user interface to allow a user to input one or more commands for
real-time control of the delivery of the plurality of sequential therapy bursts (e.g., the user interface may be configured
to allow a user to select at least one or more target points and/or one or more critical points for use in controlling delivery
of the plurality of sequential therapy bursts); a control channel associated with each of the plurality of ultrasound transducer
elements of the array, wherein each control channel associated with each of the plurality of ultrasound transducer
elements includes a configurable diplexer (e.g., the configurable diplexer may include an amplifier having its output set
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to a high impedance state when a therapy signal is not being transmitted and/or a selectable voltage divider to attenuate
a pulse echo signal received by the transducer element); a control apparatus including at least one processor coupled
to a multimodal imaging apparatus (e.g., wherein the multimodal imaging apparatus may be configured to fuse image
data resulting from a plurality of different imaging modes and/or the control apparatus may be configured to provide the
fused image data for display and/or for use to generate control image data); the control apparatus may be configured
to generate the control image data substantially in real-time relative to generation of the therapy signals; at least one
other ultrasound diagnostic apparatus configured to capture ultrasound pulse-echo data of at least a portion of the target
region in response to the delivery of one or more of the plurality of sequential therapy bursts; the control apparatus may
be configured to generate therapy signals usable for thermal treatments; the control apparatus may be configured to
generate therapy signals usable for non-thermal treatments; and the control apparatus may be configured to generate
therapy signals to drive one or more of the plurality of ultrasound transducer elements to deliver a plurality of sequential
therapy bursts of ultrasonic energy to at least one of the one or more target points in the target region using coded
excitation.
[0018] In another example of a dual mode ultrasound transducer system, the system may include an array of ultrasound
transducer elements (e.g., the ultrasound transducer elements may be configured to deliver a plurality of sequential
therapy bursts of ultrasonic energy to at least a portion of a target region and to transmit/receive imaging ultrasonic
energy to/from the target region); apparatus for controlling conveyance of imaging signals to/from one or more of the
plurality of ultrasound transducer elements; apparatus for generating treatment region image data usable to identify at
least one or more target points within a target region based on imaging signals conveyed to/from one or more of the
plurality of ultrasound elements; apparatus for generating therapy signals to drive one or more of the plurality of ultrasound
transducer elements to deliver a plurality of sequential therapy bursts of ultrasonic energy to at least one of the one or
more target points in the target region, wherein each of the sequential therapy bursts is defined to produce a response
at one or more target points within the target region; and apparatus for generating control image data based on imaging
signals from one or more of the plurality of ultrasound transducer elements during and/or following delivery of each
therapy burst of a plurality of sequential therapy bursts (i.e., wherein the control image data generated during and/or
following delivery of a therapy burst is used (e.g., as feedback) to generate therapy signals to drive one or more of the
plurality of ultrasound transducer elements to deliver a subsequent therapy burst of the plurality of sequential therapy
bursts).
[0019] One or more examples of such a system may include one or more of the following features: apparatus for
generating treatment region image data usable to identify one or more critical points representative of intervening tissue
in the path between the plurality of ultrasound elements and the one or more target points within the target region based
on imaging signals conveyed to/from one or more of the plurality of ultrasound elements; apparatus to generate at least
one imaging signal to drive one or more of the plurality of ultrasound transducers to transmit at least one single transmit
energy pulse focused to one or more of the target points and/or critical points resulting in pulse-echo data to be captured;
prior to delivery of a subsequent therapy burst of the plurality of sequential therapy bursts at therapeutic levels based
on therapy signals generated using control image data following delivery of a previous therapy burst, apparatus to control
a test of the subsequent therapy burst at sub-therapeutic levels; apparatus for modifying therapy signals generated to
deliver the subsequent therapy burst based on imaging results from the test; and apparatus to generate control image
data including at least one of displacement and/or strain data, directivity data, thermal response data, and data indicative
of cavitation for use in generating therapy signals to drive one or more of the plurality of ultrasound transducer elements
to deliver a subsequent therapy burst of the plurality of sequential therapy bursts.
[0020] A dual mode ultrasound transducer therapy method is also provided. The method may include providing an
array of ultrasound transducer elements (e.g., the ultrasound transducer elements may be configured to deliver a plurality
of sequential therapy bursts of ultrasonic energy to at least a portion of a target region and to transmit/receive imaging
ultrasonic energy to/from the target region); generating treatment region image data and identifying at least one or more
target points within a target region thereof based on pulse echo data received by one or more of the plurality of ultrasound
transducer elements; generating therapy signals to drive one or more of the plurality of ultrasound transducer elements
to deliver a plurality of sequential therapy bursts of ultrasonic energy to at least one of the one or more target points in
the target region to produce a response at the one or more target points within the target region; and generating control
image data based on pulse echo data received by one or more of the plurality of ultrasound transducer elements following
delivery of each therapy burst of a plurality of sequential therapy bursts (e.g., wherein the control image data generated
during and/or following delivery of a therapy burst is used to generate therapy signals to drive one or more of the plurality
of ultrasound transducer elements to deliver a subsequent therapy burst of the plurality of sequential therapy bursts).
[0021] In one or more examples of the method, one or more of the following features may be used in combination with
other features in the method: generating at least one imaging signal to drive one or more of the plurality of ultrasound
transducers to transmit at least one single transmit energy pulse focused to at least one or more target points within the
target region resulting in pulse-echo data to be captured; identifying one or more critical points within the treatment
region representative of intervening tissue in the path between the plurality of ultrasound transducer elements and the
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one or more target points within the target region; generating at least one imaging signal to drive one or more of the
plurality of ultrasound transducers to transmit at least one single transmit energy pulse focused to one or more of the
critical points resulting in pulse-echo data to be captured; generating imaging signals to drive one or more of the plurality
of ultrasound transducers to transmit sequential single transmit energy pulses focused to each of a plurality of one or
more target points within the target region or one or more critical points resulting in pulse-echo data to be captured;
using coded excitation to generate at least one imaging signal to drive one or more of the plurality of ultrasound transducers
to transmit at least one single transmit energy pulse focused to one or more target points within the target region and/or
one or more critical points resulting in pulse-echo data to be captured; prior to delivery of a subsequent therapy burst
of the plurality of sequential therapy bursts based on therapy signals generated using control image data generated
during and/or following delivery of a previous therapy burst, testing the subsequent therapy burst at sub-therapeutic
levels lower than therapeutic levels associated with the subsequent therapy burst; modifying the therapy signals gen-
erated to deliver the subsequent therapy burst based on imaging results from the test; generating control image data
between the generation of therapy signals that result in each sequential therapy burst of ultrasonic energy to be delivered
to the target region via the plurality of ultrasound transducer elements; generating control image data including at least
one of directivity data, thermal response data, displacement and/or strain data associated with at least the target region
(or any other mechanical response data), and data indicative of cavitation; generating multiple channel therapy signals
for driving the plurality of ultrasound transducer elements via respective control channels to deliver energy to at least
one target point in the target region, wherein each of the plurality of ultrasound transducer elements is driven at one or
more drive parameters to focus the ultrasound energy for delivery of each sequential therapy burst; adjusting one or
more drive parameters to drive each of the plurality of ultrasound transducer elements based on the control image data;
displaying image data and providing a user interface to allow a user to input one or more commands for real-time control
of the delivery of the plurality of sequential therapy bursts; selecting, by a user using the user interface, at least one or
more target points and/or one or more critical points for use in controlling delivery of the plurality of sequential therapy
bursts; fusing image data resulting from a plurality of different imaging modes and providing the fused image data for
display and/or for use to generate control image data; generating the control image data substantially in real-time relative
to the therapy signals; using at least one other ultrasound diagnostic apparatus to capture ultrasound pulse-echo data
of at least a portion of the target region in response to the delivery one or more of the plurality of sequential therapy
bursts; and generating of therapy signals to drive one or more of the plurality of ultrasound transducer elements to deliver
a plurality of sequential therapy bursts of ultrasonic energy to at least one of the one or more target points in the target
region using coded excitation.
[0022] Still further, one or more of such examples of the method and/or system may include generation of therapy
signals at amplitudes for use in non-thermal treatments and generation of therapy signals for use in one or more thermal
treatments (e.g., delivery of therapy to a target region in which a blood vessel is located, delivery of therapy to a target
region in which a tumor is located, delivery of therapy to a target region in which a nerve is located; activation of a drug
in a target region, delivery of therapy to a target region in a vessel of the patient is located, etc.). Still further, in one or
more example of the method and/or systems, image control data may be obtained during delivery of one or more therapy
bursts using coded excitation (e.g., with coded excitation, imaging can be performed even during the delivery of therapy;
control image data (for example, which may be generated and/or provided during and/or following delivery of one or
more therapy bursts for control of one or more subsequent therapy bursts) may be obtained based on imaging performed
(e.g., at least in part) during the delivery of the therapy bursts, such as with use of coded excitation).
[0023] The above summary is not intended to describe each embodiment or every implementation of the present
disclosure. A more complete understanding will become apparent and appreciated by referring to the following detailed
description and claims taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0024] The patent or application file contains at least one drawing executed in color. Copies of this patent or patent
application publication with color drawing(s) will be provided by the Office upon request and payment of the necessary fee.
[0025] In the drawings, which are not necessarily drawn to scale, like numerals may describe similar components in
different views. Like numerals having different letter suffixes may represent different instances of similar components.
The drawings illustrate generally, by way of example, but not by way of limitation, various embodiments discussed in
the present document.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram depicting an exemplary ultrasound therapy system.

FIG. 2 is a flow chart depicting an exemplary ultrasound therapy method.

FIG. 3 is an illustration of real-time control of a therapeutic beam.
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FIG. 4A is an illustration of a vessel for which the therapy system of Figure 1 may be used.

FIG. 4B is an illustration of a tumor for which the therapy system of Figure 1 may be used.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram of one exemplary example of a therapy system shown generally in Figure 1.

FIG. 6A-6D provides exemplary images illustrating delivery of therapy.

FIGS. 7A-7J are block diagrams of exemplary example of components usable in the therapy system shown in Figure 5.

FIGS. 8A-8B show a flow diagram of an exemplary therapy method (e.g., taking into consideration directivities) and
an exemplary algorithm for carrying out the method of the flow diagram, respectively.

FIGS. 8C-8D show a flow diagram of an exemplary therapy method (e.g., taking into consideration thermal response)
and an exemplary algorithm for carrying out the method of the flow diagram, respectively.

FIGS. 8E-8F show a flow diagram of an exemplary therapy method (e.g., taking into consideration cavitation data)
and an exemplary algorithm for carrying out the method of the flow diagram, respectively.

FIGS. 9A-9G are illustrations, graphs, etc. for use in relating to examples carried out and described at least in part
herein with respect to driving pattern re-synthesis based on the same directivity used in image formation.

FIGS. 10A-10J are illustrations, graphs, etc. for use in relating to examples carried out and described at least in part
herein with respect to multiple focus temperature control with noninvasive ultrasound thermometry.

FIG. 11 shows images for use in describing data indicative of cavitation use to control therapy.

FIGS. 12A-12B show a block diagram and a signal image for use in illustrating the use of coded excitation in providing
imaging and delivery of therapy.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY EMBODIMENTS

[0026] In the following detailed description of illustrative embodiments, reference is made to the accompanying figures
of the drawing which form a part hereof, and in which are shown, by way of illustration, specific embodiments which may
be practiced. It is to be understood that other embodiments may be utilized and structural changes may be made without
departing from (e.g., still falling within) the scope of the disclosure presented hereby.
[0027] Exemplary methods, apparatus, and systems shall be described with reference to Figures 1-12. It will be
apparent to one skilled in the art that elements or processes (e.g., including steps thereof) from one examples may be
used in combination with elements or processes of the other examples, and that the possible examples of such methods,
apparatus, and systems using combinations of features set forth herein is not limited to the specific example shown in
the Figures and/or described herein. Further, it will be recognized that the examples described herein may include many
elements that are not necessarily shown to scale. Still further, it will be recognized that timing of the processes and the
size and shape of various elements herein may be modified but still fall within the scope of the present disclosure,
although certain timings, one or more shapes and/or sizes, or types of elements, may be advantageous over others.
[0028] FIG. 1 shows an dual mode ultrasound transducer therapy system 10 according to the invention including
control apparatus 12 (e.g., one or more processing apparatus) and one or more dual mode ultrasound transducers 22
(e.g., an array of configurable ultrasound transducer elements, such as a transducer array that is configurable for
transmission of pulses and reception of echoes for imaging and configurable for delivering therapy pulses). The control
apparatus 12 may be operably coupled to the array of transducer elements 22 (e.g., via a control channel for each of
the transducer elements; a multi-channel configuration) to facilitate providing therapy pulses (e.g., a plurality of sequential
therapy bursts; configured for operation with respect to phase/delay, amplitude, and/or spectral content to produce
thermal, mechanical, and/or mixed therapeutic response) such as to a target region of a patient 13, as well as to provide
for imaging of the target region or locations proximate thereto (e.g., capture of pulse-echo data) using the array of
transducer elements (e.g., to monitor the response of tissue of the patient to a therapy burst and to provide control image
data for use in generating a subsequent therapy burst).
[0029] For example, the array of ultrasound transducer elements 22 may include any suitable configuration for allowing
imaging and therapy delivery to be accomplished using the same array (e.g., ultrasound transducer elements configured
to deliver a plurality of sequential therapy bursts of ultrasonic energy to at least a portion of a target region and to
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transmit/receive imaging ultrasonic energy to/from the target region). Further, for example, the control apparatus 12 is
configured to control conveyance of imaging signals (see, for example, imaging pulses 42 in Figure 3) to/from one or
more of the plurality of ultrasound transducer elements (e.g., in one or more imaging modes, such as synthetic aperture
(SA) imaging or B-mode imaging, M2D-mode strain imaging, quadratic B-mode (QB-mode) imaging, inverse scattering
reconstruction, single transmit focus (STF) imaging, thermal imaging, etc.). The control apparatus 12 is configured to
generate treatment region image data (e.g., including a target region and other regions associated therewith, such as
regions in the path of the imaging or therapeutic beams to the target region) based on imaging signals conveyed to/from
one or more of the plurality of ultrasound transducer elements (e.g., carrying out SA imaging) usable to identify at least
one or more target points within the target region (e.g., the one or more target points being selectable by a user via a
user interface).
[0030] Still further, the control apparatus 12 is configured to generate therapy signals to drive one or more of the
plurality of ultrasound transducer elements of the array 22 (see, for example, therapy bursts 40 in Figure 3) to deliver a
plurality of sequential therapy bursts of ultrasonic energy to at least one of the one or more target points in the target
region (e.g., each of the sequential therapy bursts being defined to produce a response at the one or more target points
within the target region). Yet further, the control apparatus 12 is configured to generate control image data (e.g., directivity
data, high resolution image data, mechanical response data such as displacement and/or strain data, test pattern data,
thermal response data, cavitation and boiling activity data, etc.) based on imaging signals (see, for example, imaging
bursts or pulses 46 in Figure 3) from one or more of the plurality of ultrasound transducer elements (e.g., using STF
imaging, M2D-mode flow and strain imaging, QB-mode imaging, etc.) following delivery of each therapy burst of a plurality
of sequential therapy bursts (e.g., control image data may be generated after each therapy burst is delivered; to monitor
the response of the therapy burst). The control image data generated following delivery of a therapy burst is used to
generate therapy signals to drive one or more of the plurality of ultrasound transducer elements to deliver a subsequent
therapy burst of the plurality of sequential therapy bursts (e.g., the definition of the subsequent therapy burst takes into
consideration the control image data, or in other words, takes into consideration image data that reflects the response
of the tissue to a previous therapy burst). Control image data is generated after the delivery of each therapy burst such
that the following therapy burst in the sequence of therapy bursts to be delivered is defined based at least in part on the
response caused by the prior therapy burst (e.g., the plurality of therapy bursts or focused therapy beam of ultrasound
energy can be guided based on the control image data generated between therapy bursts).
[0031] As shown in Figure 3, the plurality of therapy bursts 40 (e.g., pulses) when delivered as therapy provide a
focused therapy beam. Each of the therapy bursts 40 (e.g., pulses) may be defined differently (e.g., with different
characteristics, including but not limited to, phase/delay, amplitude, and spectral content). Such therapy bursts 40 are
delivered by driving the transducer elements of the array 22 based on one or more therapy signals defining the nature
of such bursts. As such, during delivery of such therapy bursts 40, the beam formed thereby may be resynthesized (e.g.,
refocused) to change the beam over time and space (e.g. for motion tracking). As described herein, the imaging pulses
46 (e.g., which may include one pulse or more than one pulse between each therapy burst 40) are used to provide image
control data for use in redefining the therapy beam over time (e.g., guide the beam). In other words, the focused beam
is imaged and guided based on the imaging performed in real-time with the delivery of the therapy (e.g., control image
data may be generated after each therapy burst 40 to control the next burst 40 of the beam).
[0032] For example, in one or more embodiments, such therapy bursts may be pulses having a duration less than 10
microsecond, less than 1 millisecond, or less than 10 millisecond. Further, the time between therapy pulses is less than
10 millisecond. Still further, the time between therapy pulses may be greater than 200 microsecond, greater than 1
millisecond, or greater than 10 millisecond.
[0033] In one or more embodiments, imaging and therapy pulses are produced by a multi-channel arbitrary waveform
generator with deep memory to allow variable delay control for the different DMUA elements. The imaging pulses may
be generally short in duration (approximately 1 microsecond for typical pulse-echo SA and STF imaging). Longer durations
may be used in coded excitation mode (approximately 4-12 microseconds to maximize the time bandwidth product,
which optimizes signal-to-noise ratio, and minimizes clutter). The therapy bursts may be sinusoidal, mixed-frequency,
or synthesized to achieve beneficial spectral contents (e.g. to generate stable cavitation and/or enhance the heating
rate in cavitation-enhanced thermal therapy). Further, therapy burst amplitudes may be chosen based on the desired
heating rate in thermal therapies and the cavitation threshold in cavitation therapy. Further, for example, the duration of
therapy bursts may be in the microsecond range for cavitation therapy and millisecond range for thermal or cavitation-
enhanced thermal therapies.
[0034] As mentioned above, the amplitude, duration, and spectral content of therapy bursts can be adjusted in real-
time based on imaging feedback between bursts, i.e. therapy bursts are dynamically changed during treatment. For
example, a high-intensity cavitation inducing burst of 10 microsecond duration may be elongated to 15 microseconds
to increase the probability of generating cavitation bubbles at a given intensity or peak pressure. Alternatively, for example,
the amplitude of the burst may be increased if the driver and the transducer can produce the desired focal intensity/peak
pressure. Still further, for example, alternatively, the synthesis of a mixed frequency burst where the resulting pressure



EP 2 579 944 B1

10

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

waveform at the focus produces beneficial sequence of peaks and troughs that increase the probability of forming
cavitation bubbles may be used. The mixed frequency approach may be employed in cavitation-enhanced thermal
therapy where the low-frequency component may be chosen to produce and sustain cavitation bubbles while the higher
frequency component may be chosen based on heating considerations. In general, the therapy burst can be synthesized
as an arbitrary waveform to maximize the therapeutic gain (e.g., thermal, cavitational, or mixed) at the desired target
point(s).
[0035] With further reference to Figure 1, the control apparatus 12 includes data storage 14. Data storage 14 allows
for access to processing programs or routines 16 and one or more other types of data 18 that may be employed to carry
out the exemplary therapy and imaging processes (e.g., one which is shown generally in the block diagram of Figure 2).
[0036] For example, processing programs or routines 16 may include programs or routines for performing computational
mathematics, matrix mathematics, compression algorithms (e.g., data compression algorithms), calibration algorithms,
image construction algorithms, inversion algorithms, signal processing algorithms, standardization algorithms, compar-
ison algorithms, vector mathematics, or any other processing required to implement one or more embodiments as
described herein (e.g., provide multiple modes of imaging, provide therapy, perform pattern test processes, perform
fusion of data resulting from multiple modes of imaging, generate a graphical user interface to allow a user to input
commands, carry out motion tracking or speckle tracking, identify critical points, specify virtual thermometry probes (e.g.,
based on ultrasound thermometry), modulate therapy bursts (e.g., amplitude and/or duration), etc.). Exemplary mathe-
matical formulations/equations that may be used in the systems and methods described herein are more specifically
described herein with reference to Figures 3-12.
[0037] Data 18 may include, for example, sampled pulse-echo information (e.g., sampled or collected using the one
or more transducers elements 22, control image data (e.g., directivity data, imaging data, thermal response data, me-
chanical response data including displacement/strain data associated with the target region, such as measurements or
vascular characteristics), results from one or more processing programs or routines employed according to the disclosure
herein (e.g., image data from STF imaging, SA imaging, etc.), or any other data that may be necessary for carrying out
the one or more processes or methods described herein.
[0038] In one or more embodiments, the system 10 may be implemented using one or more computer programs
executed on programmable computers, such as computers that include, for example, processing capabilities (e.g.,
computer processing units (CPUs), graphical processing units (GPUs)), data storage (e.g., volatile or non-volatile memory
and/or storage elements), input devices, and output devices. Program code and/or logic described herein may be applied
to input data to perform functionality described herein and generate desired output information (e.g., images for use in
guiding a focused beam, control image data for use in defining subsequent therapy pulses, etc.). The output information
may be applied, or otherwise used, as input to, or by, one or more other devices and/or processes as described herein
(e.g., the control image data may be used to refocus the therapeutic beam, the image data may be used for other
diagnostic purposes, etc.).
[0039] The program(s) or routine(s) used to implement the processes described herein may be provided using any
programmable language, e.g., a high level procedural and/or object orientated programming language that is suitable
for communicating with a computer system. Any such programs may, for example, be stored on any suitable device,
e.g., a storage media, readable by a general or special purpose program, computer or a processor apparatus for con-
figuring and operating the computer (e.g., processor(s)) when the suitable device is read for performing the procedures
described herein. In other words, at least in one embodiment, the system 10 may be implemented using a computer
readable storage medium, configured with one or more computer programs, where the storage medium so configured
causes the computer to operate in a specific and predefined manner to perform functions described herein.
[0040] Likewise, the system 10 may be configured at a remote site (e.g., an application server) that allows access by
one or more users via a remote computer apparatus (e.g., via a web browser), and allows a user to employ certain
functionality according to the present disclosure (e.g., user accesses a graphical user interface associated with one or
more programs to process data).
[0041] The control apparatus 12, may be, for example, any fixed or mobile computer system (e.g., a personal computer
or mini computer, for example, with CPUs, GPUs, etc.). The exact configuration of the computing apparatus is not limiting
and essentially any device capable of providing suitable computing capabilities and control capabilities (e.g., control the
imaging, such as acquiring data, such as pulse-echo data; control therapy, such as with use of control image data) may
be used. Further, various peripheral devices, such as a computer display, mouse, keyboard, memory, printer, scanner,
etc. are contemplated to be used in combination with the control apparatus 12, such as for visualization of imaging
results (e.g., display of multimodal images, display of therapy delivery in real time such as with use of high intensity
focused ultrasound, etc.).
[0042] Further, in one or more embodiments, any output (e.g., an image, image data, an image data file, a digital file,
a file in user-readable format, etc.) may be analyzed by a user, used by another machine that provides output based
thereon, etc.
[0043] As described herein, a digital file may be any medium (e.g., volatile or non-volatile memory, any tangible memory
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medium, etc.) containing digital bits (e.g., encoded in binary, trinary, etc.) that may be readable and/or writeable by
control apparatus 12 described herein.
[0044] Also, as described herein, a file in user-readable format may be any representation of data (e.g., ASCII text,
binary numbers, hexadecimal numbers, decimal numbers, audio, graphical) presentable on any medium (e.g., paper,
a display, sound waves, etc.) readable and/or understandable by a user.
[0045] Generally, the methods and systems as described herein may utilize algorithms implementing computational
mathematics (e.g., matrix inversions, substitutions, Fourier transform techniques, etc.) to reconstruct the images de-
scribed herein (e.g., from pulse-echo data).
[0046] In view of the above, it will be readily apparent that the functionality as described in one or more embodiments
according to the present disclosure may be implemented in any manner as would be known to one skilled in the art. As
such, the computer language, the computer system, or any other software/hardware which is to be used to implement
the processes described herein shall not be limiting on the scope of the systems, processes or programs (e.g., the
functionality provided by such systems, processes or programs) described herein.
[0047] One will recognize that a graphical user interface may be used in conjunction with the embodiments described
herein. The user interface may provide various features allowing for user input thereto, change of input, importation or
exportation of files, or any other features that may be generally suitable for use with the processes described herein.
For example, the user interface may allow default values to be used or may require entry of certain values, limits,
threshold values, or other pertinent information. Any input devices (e.g., as part of a graphical user interface) to the
system may be used that allow a user of the therapy system 10 to input commands, or input any other information (e.g.,
to select critical points, to abandon therapy, to initiate therapy, to modify therapy, etc.). For example, a key pad, a mouse,
a touch screen, or any other input device may be used.
[0048] The methods described in this disclosure, including those attributed to the systems, or various constituent
components, may be implemented, at least in part, in hardware, software, firmware, or any combination thereof. For
example, various aspects of the techniques may be implemented within one or more processors, including one or more
microprocessors, DSPs, ASICs, FPGAs, or any other equivalent integrated or discrete logic circuitry, as well as any
combinations of such components, image processing devices, or other devices. The term "control apparatus", "controller",
"processor", or "processing circuitry" may generally refer to any of the foregoing circuitry, including processing circuitry,
alone or in combination with other logic circuitry, or any other equivalent circuitry.
[0049] Such hardware, software, and/or firmware may be implemented within the same device or within separate
devices to support the various operations and functions described in this disclosure. In addition, any of the described
components may be implemented together or separately as discrete but interoperable logic devices. Depiction of different
features, e.g., using block diagrams, etc., is intended to highlight different functional aspects and does not necessarily
imply that such features must be realized by separate hardware or software components. Rather, functionality may be
performed by separate hardware or software components, or integrated within common or separate hardware or software
components.
[0050] When implemented in software, the functionality ascribed to the systems, devices and methods described in
this disclosure may be embodied as instructions on a computer-readable medium such as RAM, ROM, NVRAM, EEP-
ROM, FLASH memory, magnetic data storage media, optical data storage media, or the like. The instructions may be
executed by one or more processors to support one or more aspects of the functionality described in this disclosure.
[0051] The therapy system 10 may further be used to perform one or more therapeutic operations or produce one or
more therapeutic responses (e.g., with respect to a patient 13). In other words, for example, in one or more embodiments,
the therapy system 10 may be a non-invasive therapy (e.g., thermal therapy and/or non-thermal therapy, such as
mechanical therapy) that produces responses in one or more target regions of a patient 13. For example, thermal and
non-thermal therapy may be applied to vasculature (e.g., to decrease plaque growth by thermally treating the base of
plaque on a vessel wall). Further, for example, therapy may be applied to one or more nerves of a patient’s nervous
system (e.g., denervation of at least portions of one or more nerves, such as in the renal region). Still further, for example,
treatment of tumor or cancerous tissue may be carried out (e.g., ablation of tissue or lesion formation using a high
intensity focused ultrasound beam). In addition, therapy may be applied to cardiac tissue (e.g., cardiac ablation), may
be used in drug delivery (e.g., activation of drug provided in tissue), may be used to treat uterine fibroids, may be applied
to target nerves (e.g. renal denervation), or in other vascular applications (e.g. thrombolysis, varicose vein), etc.
[0052] In one or more embodiments, the therapy system 10 may be used, for example, to carry out one or more
treatments as described in PCT International Publication No. WO2009/002492 entitled "Image Guided Plaque Ablation,"
published 31 December 2008. For example, the ultrasound therapy described herein may be used for reducing vascular
plaque non-invasively. For example, the ultrasound therapy described herein may be delivered to non-invasively perform
ablation of plaque as described in PCT International Publication No. WO2009/002492.
[0053] For example, the therapy system 10 may produce a high intensity focused beam (e.g., a plurality of sequential
therapy bursts) for non-invasively elevating the temperature of tissue by ultrasound waves, with the focused beam being
guided using control image data generated during and/or following the delivery of a therapy burst (e.g., for use in defining
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a subsequent burst to be applied). For example, the system may include at least one ultrasound delivery device adapted
to deliver ultrasound waves to a focal point of targeted tissue (e.g., the array of dual mode ultrasound transducer elements
22); temperature monitoring capabilities for monitoring the temperature of targeted tissue at the focal point (e.g., control
image data that includes thermal image data generated following the delivery of therapy bursts for use in defining the
next therapy burst); and a controller for steering and controlling the ultrasound delivery device to deliver ultrasound
energy waves at a focal point to elevate the temperature of targeted tissue to a desired temperature (e.g., controlling or
refocusing the energy waves using the control image data; to guide the focused beam).
[0054] Further, for example, the therapy system may use one or more imaging modes as described herein to produce
image data of at least a portion of a mammalian body, e.g., such that the location of at least one vascular plaque in said
image can be determined and to ascertain the location of the base of said vascular plaque (e.g., an M2D imaging mode
as described in U.S. Provisional Application SerialNo. 61/475,550 filed 14 April 2011, entitled "Vascular Characterization
Using Ultrasound Imaging").
[0055] For example, ultrasound therapy system 10 may image to provide treatment region image data such that one
or more target locations at the base of the plaque may be ascertained or identified (e.g., selected target points by a user
of the therapy system 10). Still further, one or more embodiments of the therapy system 10 provided herein may be used
in a method for elevating the temperature at a target location by an energy wave using an ultrasound therapy system
(e.g., which is the same ultrasound system used to image for controlling the therapeutic beam of energy). For example,
the method may include delivering a beam of ultrasound energy waves from a source to the target location; monitoring
the temperature of the target location; and stopping the delivering of the beam of ultrasound energy waves if a desired
temperature at the target location has been reached.
[0056] Further, a method of preparing a plan for non-invasively elevating the temperature of tissue in a vessel wall
leading to regression of vascular plaque may include imaging at least a portion of a body to produce an image (e.g.,
using ultrasound imaging as described herein to image a vascular region); determining the location of at least one
vascular plaque in said image (e.g., identifying target plaque region); ascertaining the location of the base of said vascular
plaque and one or more target points or locations at the base of the plaque (e.g., identifying target points within the
target plaque region to which the focused beam is to be delivered); determining the parameters for delivering ultrasound
energy waves from a source to a focal point for elevating the temperature of targeted tissue in the vessel wall to a desired
temperature, sufficient for reducing or destroying vaso vasorum; and controlling the delivery of ultrasound energy using
control image data as described herein (e.g., resynthesis of the beam using directivity image data, thermal image data,
displacement/strain image data, etc.).
[0057] In other words, the therapy system 10 may be described as using the same or similar transducer arrays described
therein which can be used for both imaging (e.g., to monitor a therapy procedure), as well as for delivering therapy (e.g.,
to deliver high intensity focused ultrasound energy). For example, therapy may be delivered using the ultrasound trans-
ducer array 22 while the imaging modes using the same transducer array 22 may be used to guide the therapeutic beam,
assess thermal and mechanical tissue response to estimate doses of therapy (e.g., initial dose of therapy), monitor and
characterize tissue response during therapy, and assess the state of the treated tissue at the completion of each exposure
to the therapeutic ultrasound energy (e.g., real time monitoring between periods of therapy delivery).
[0058] For example, ultrasound therapy as described herein may be used to treat one or more regions of the vasculature.
An exemplary diagram of a blood vessel 50 is shown in Figure 4A to facilitate discussion of the use of therapy described
herein. The blood vessel 50 shown in Figure 4A includes a vessel wall 52 having a plaque structure 54 formed on the
interior of the vessel wall 52. The plaque architecture of the structure 54 may include, for example, a plaque base 56,
a lipid core 58, and a fibrous or calcified cap 60. Blood 62 flows through the blood vessel 50 defined by the vessel wall 52.
[0059] One or more embodiments of methods and/or systems described herein may use imaging to identify one or
more locations of the vascular structure, e.g., structural characteristics associated with the blood vessel 50, such as
boundaries of the vessel wall (e.g., outer and inner boundaries, such as in a coordinate system), thickness of the vessel
wall, measurement of tissue properties within the vessel wall (e.g., stiffness of tissue, such as, for example, it relates to
a diseased state), differentiation of plaque from vessel wall, differentiation of the various components of plaque (e.g.,
differentiation of base from lipid core, differentiation of base from fibrous cap, differentiation of lipid core from fibrous
cap, etc.), etc. For example, in one or more embodiments, upon differentiation of the base from the fibrous cap of the
plaque architecture, the therapy system 10 may deliver controlled therapy as described herein to ablate the base to
reduce further plaque buildup or growth or provide treatment according to PCT International Publication No.
WO2009/002492.
[0060] Similar processes as described with reference to vascular structure may be used for other conditions described
herein to be treated (e.g., cardiac conditions, nerve therapy, ablation therapy, etc.).
[0061] In one or more embodiments, the therapy system 10 is configured for both imaging and therapy. Imaging can
be used to continuously monitor the tissue response to subtherapeutic and therapeutic high intensity focused ultrasound
(HIFU) beams with very high spatial and temporal resolutions. Imaging and therapy are fully integrated allowing for
continuous adjustment of the therapeutic beam to achieve the treatment objectives (e.g., continual adjustment of therapy
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signals to the array of transducer elements 22 to adjust the therapy beam). Multiple real-time imaging modes (e.g., SA
imaging or B-mode imaging, SFT imaging, M2D-mode strain imaging, QB-mode imaging, etc.) can be used to: 1) guide
the therapeutic beam, 2) assess, for example, thermal and mechanical tissue response to estimate the initial dose, 3)
monitor and characterize tissue response during therapy, and 4) assess the state of the treated tissue at the completion
of each exposure (e.g., for use in defining subsequent therapy exposures).
[0062] Real-time intensity modulation (or generally beam resynthesis; including adjustment of phase/dealy, amplitude,
and/or spectral content of the therapeutic beam) can be performed based on imaging feedback with millisecond time
resolution. One example of the therapy system 10, having a dual mode ultrasound transducer (DMUT) array 22, can be
used to produce controlled lesion formation at the intended target location and minimize or eliminate irreversible (col-
lateral) damage to the surrounding and intervening tissue in the path of the HIFU beam.
[0063] Other therapy that may be provided by the exemplary therapy system 10 (e.g., using delivery of a plurality of
sequential therapy bursts) may include use for cancer treatment (including prostate, hepatic cellular carcinoma, kidney,
breast, brain, etc.), cardiac ablation (including catheter-based or transthoracic), vascular treatment (including thrombol-
ysis or vascular occlusion), and controlled drug activation/delivery.
[0064] Different damage zones within HIFU-induced lesions can be identified and attributed to a mixture of thermal
and mechanical effects of the tissue response to therapeutic HIFU exposures. Cavitation may cause different types of
tissue damage (e.g. enhancing thermal damage, mechanical tissue erosion). However, the dynamics of the lesion
formation process in tissue media can be reliably captured by noninvasive imaging techniques, including diagnostic
ultrasound. The DMUA concept, together with, for example, real-time data collection, beamforming, and pre- and post-
beamforming signal processing allow for the interrogation of the tissue response exactly at the location of assumed
lesion formation. DMUA can be used for imaging to allow for assessing changes in tissue after lesion formation. The
therapy system 10, in one or more embodiments, allows for characterizing the dynamics in tissue response at regular
intervals during lesion formation (e.g., down to sub-millisecond) and allows for resynthesis of the therapeutic HIFU
beam(s) based on this feedback. The therapy system 10 provides a closed loop, or feedback, controlled therapy process,
e.g., such as for lesion formation (e.g., different from open-loop types (such as single-shot level, typical exposure duration
2-5 seconds)). The therapy system 10 allows for real-time control of the exposure in both space and time based on
tissue response at the target locations with high resolution.
[0065] The DMUA approach is advantageous, in part, because of the inherent registration between the imaging and
therapeutic coordinate systems. This permits: 1) motion tracking to maintain the therapeutic application at the target
point; 2) in situ estimation of the dose based on target tissue response to sub-therapeutic HIFU beams; 3) monitoring
tissue response to HIFU beams with sub-millisecond resolution and adjust the exposure parameters to promote the
desired damage mechanism (e.g., based on such monitoring); and 4) assess irreversible tissue damage by imaging
tissue response to sub-therapeutic HIFU beams after lesion formation.
[0066] As used herein, therapeutic beams (e.g., such beams being formed of or including bursts, pulses, etc.) are
beams used to provide therapy to a patient (e.g., having characteristics and defined by therapy parameters for providing
such therapy). On the other hand, sub-therapeutic beams (e.g., having diagnostic like characteristics; for use in diagnostic
imaging) have characteristics relative to the therapy being provided by the therapeutic beams that are not at the therapeutic
level. For example, therapeutic beams may have characteristics sufficient for ablation, wherein sub-therapeutic beams
may have characteristics below those used for ablation but sufficient for performing a different function such as imaging.
[0067] For example, assuming a 1-second therapy beam can generate a thermal lesion at intensity I0, then a beam
with the same duration and spatial pattern, but with focal intensity I0l20 is likely to cause temperature change at the
focus by a few degrees C. This is a reversible change and is unlikely to cause any permanent lesion. Consequently,
this beam is considered sub-therapeutic. This sub-therapeutic beam can serve as a test beam for measuring local
thermal response for purposes of calibrating the therapy exposure in situ. Likewise, a beam (e.g., for use in cavitation
therapy) with the same focal intensity, but with a duration in the 10 microseconds to less than milliseconds (e.g., sub-
milliseconds) will not form thermal lesions, but can serve as a test sub-therapeutic beam for cavitation activity.
[0068] Figure 5 illustrates a block diagram of one exemplary implementation of therapy system 10 which uses a dual
mode ultrasound array (DMUA) for providing therapy; as well as for use in control of such therapy using imaging by way
thereof. The therapy system 110, as shown in Figure 5, includes dual mode ultrasound array (DMUA) 122, computer
112 (e.g., control apparatus such as that generally shown and described with reference to Figure 1), multi-modal imaging
127, data collection 123 (e.g., signal acquisition), driver 124 (e.g., DMUA driver), and diplexer apparatus 125 (e.g., a
configurable diplexer; such as a diplexer for each control channel associated with each transducer element of the array
122).
[0069] In one or more embodiments, the dual mode ultrasound array (DMUA) 122 is a therapeutic device capable of
both delivering high intensity focused ultrasound (HIFU) and imaging with the same plurality of transducer elements.
This configuration provides inherent registration between the ultrasound imaging coordinates and the therapeutic coor-
dinates, allowing the user to deliver HIFU energy to a target by simply pointing and clicking on an ultrasound image
formed from pulse-echo data obtained using the DMUA elements. The ultrasound transducer array 122 may be any
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apparatus (e.g., transmitting, receiving components, etc.) capable of delivering therapeutic and sub-therapeutic ultra-
sound pulses and sampling/collecting ultrasound echo energy contemplated to be used in ultrasound imaging systems
and/or therapy systems. As used herein, such transducers may include a transmitting portion, e.g., to deliver pulse
energy, and a receiving portion, e.g., to sample/collect echo or reflected energy, which may or may not be the same
portion. During the ultrasound imaging of a target (e.g., a tumor, a vessel, etc.), the transducer array 122 may be
positioned relative to the target so as to be capable of delivering energy to the target resulting in reflected energy (also
known as the resultant pulse-echo or echo energy) and also sampling the echo energy. Further, the transducer elements
of array 122 must be able to deliver therapeutic bursts (e.g., forming and delivering a therapeutic beam of ultrasonic
energy over time).
[0070] In one of more embodiments, the dual mode ultrasound array 122 is an array with as low as 32 transducer
elements (e.g., each drivable through a separate control channel in one or more therapeutic modes and in one or more
imaging modes). The number of elements, the DMUA geometry (e.g., typically concave, but which may be of any other
suitable geometry) and the element distribution is determined by the nature of the target (e.g. depth and size) and the
presence of obstacles in the path of the therapeutic beam (e.g., the rib cage). Once a DMUA is designed, it is characterized
by the DMUA’s therapeutic operating field (ThxOF) and DMUA’s imaging field of view (IxFOV). For example, a 32-
element DMUA operating at 3.5 MHz designed for the treatment of peripheral vascular disease may have an elliptically
shaped ThxOF around its geometric center extending by 1.6 cm axially and 0.8 cm laterally. The DMUA’s IxFOV may
be nearly twice the size of the DMUA’s ThxOF. Further, for example, in Ebbini et al (Ultrasonic Imaging, 2006), another
DMUA prototype operating at 1 MHz is described with potential use for the treatment of breast cancer (e.g., also well
suited for thrombolysis). This 64-element, concave array has an elliptically shaped ThxOF with dimensions 5 cm axially
and 3 laterally with an IxFOV roughly twice that size.
[0071] In one or more embodiments, various arrays may have one or more benefits over others. For example, in one
or more embodiments, the transducer array may be a segmented concave transducer with multiple sub-apertures to
insonify the target region from multiple angles. At least one sub-aperture may be used in linear array or phased array
mode for initial B-mode or SA imaging of the target (e.g. vessel). The driver of the transducer may be designed to drive
the multiple sub-apertures with independent codes. Each sub-aperture may be a one-dimensional or two-dimensional
array.
[0072] For example, various arrays and operation thereof, are described in Ebbini, et al., "Dual-Mode Ultrasound
Phased Arrays for Image-Guided Surgery," Ultrasound Imaging, vol. 28, pp. 65-82 (2006); and Wan et al., "Imaging with
Concave Large-Aperture Therapeutic Ultrasound Arrays Using Conventional Synthetic-Aperture Beamforming," IEEE
Transactions on Ultrasound, Ferroelectrics, and Frequency Control, vol. 55, no. 8, pp. 1705-1718 (August 2008).
[0073] Therapeutic arrays (e.g., dual mode ultrasound array 122) are typically concave with low fnumber to provide
geometric focusing gain on the order of 1000 or more. A properly designed therapeutic phased array is defined by its
therapeutic operating field (ThxOF) (see, Ebbini et al. (2006)). The ThxOF is the volume around the geometric center
where the focusing gain of the array (e.g., for an electronically steered focus) does not fall by more than 3 dB. At least
in one embodiment, an effective array design balances the need for efficiency (which typically calls for larger elements)
with the need for sufficiently large ThxOF (which typically calls for smaller elements). This is also governed by other
factors like the aperture size, operating frequency, cross coupling characteristics of the transducer, etc. Power efficiency
considerations almost surely dictate element dimensions in the 1.5λ-3λ range, where λ is the wavelength. This coarse
sampling of the array aperture is the cause of the grating lobe phenomenon. Grating lobes could potentially create hot
spots away from the intended target location.
[0074] Using piezo-composite or other transducer technology, concave apertures with fnumber values < 1 may be
formed. Furthermore, the array elements may be defined by electrode patterning and can be defined on a regular lattice
or randomly. Surface intensity levels in the range 5-10 W/cm2 or more may be achieved allowing for focal intensity levels
in the range of 5-25 kW/cm2 or more. With such intensity levels, one can design treatment protocols to produce irreversible
damage within small volumes around the focal spot while sparing the intervening tissue in the path of the therapeutic
HIFU beam. The damage could be thermal or mechanical or a mixture of the two, depending on the involvement of
cavitation and/or tissue boiling within the treatment volume.
[0075] When performing therapy using such an array of transducer elements, various factors can affect the threshold
for the initiation of the cavitation events, especially in vivo. These include tissue attenuation which determines the in situ
intensity, cellular architecture, vascularization, etc. Even if it is possible to determine the intensity level suitable for the
initiation of a cavitation event, it may be hard to maintain the cavitation activity at a level where it is enhancing. Further,
undesirable formation of cavitation clouds at locations other than the intended target could lead to collateral damage to
these tissues.
[0076] HIFU (e.g., delivered using the system 110) is intended to be used in noninvasive mode, or at least in a minimally
invasive mode. Feedback, therefore, must be noninvasive or minimally invasive to match the nature of the therapeutic
applicator.
[0077] MRI and US diagnostic imaging systems have been used in combination with HIFU, and in view of the advent
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of MRI and US thermography (MRT and UST), treatment feedback control based on noninvasive thermography may be
used. With respect to both MRT and UST, however, certain challenges need to be overcome to produce robust images
of temperature change in moving organs. Tissue motion and deformation is especially problematic for MRT due to the
relatively low frame rates. UST has important limitations due to tissue heterogeneity and the possible lack of tracking at
temperatures greater than 55°C.
[0078] Spatial and temporal registration between the HIFU source and the image-guidance system is necessary for
robust feedback control based on UST or MRT. This can be accomplished by careful mounting of the HIFU transducer
so that the therapeutic coordinates are related by a known transformation. In addition, triggering of the HIFU source
based image frame (or line) allows for capture of important events resulting from the application of the HIFU source. In
this regard, MRI and US have particular limitations that may result in one or more sources of failure (e.g., the small HIFU
focus is not fully captured by the imaging system). For example, often times the HIFU focus is a sub-voxel of the MRI
guidance system. The imaging slice of a 2D ultrasound image guidance system, on the other hand, may not be aligned
with the therapeutic volume due to different distortions experienced by the therapeutic and diagnostic beams, even when
they are spatially registered. In such a case, the image guidance system may fail to provide the necessary feedback to
guarantee that the therapeutic end point of a HIFU shot is reached.
[0079] Further, an undesired event (e.g. excessive heating or cavitation) may occur outside the target region. Even if
the image guidance system captures such an event, a transformation between the imaging and therapeutic coordinate
systems is necessary to allow for beam resynthesis. In the case of MRI guidance, the frame time may be too slow to
capture these events before they are fully developed, especially when short HIFU shots are being used (e.g., which may
result in abandoning the particular HIFU shot or treatment). In this case, the image guidance system fails to assure the
safety of the procedure and/or minimization or elimination of collateral damage.
[0080] The therapy system 110 using the DMUA 122 addresses both sources of failure in providing a way to continuously
monitor the tissue response to the application of the HIFU beam throughout the volume of interaction with tissue. In one
or more embodiments, this continuous monitoring, together with the availability of real-time signal processing and beam
resynthesis with millisecond resolution allows for treatment protocols as may be characterized herein. For example,
exquisite control of lesion formation at the single-shot level may be performed so that the therapeutic end point of every
HIFU shot is achieved without excessive damage, e.g. achieve thermal coagulation without tissue boiling or violent
cavitation events. For example, for cavitation based treatments (e.g., thermal treatments, such as ablation), the DMUA
can be used to localize the individual cavitation events within and around the HIFU focus and can be used to make
immediate corrections to maintain the cavitation activity at the desired level and only within the target volume.
[0081] Further, for example, any undesired event anywhere within the HIFU beam (e.g., cavitation or excessive heating)
may be detected and localized. This may allow for safety enhancement (e.g., less harm or damage) throughout the
treatment volume. Furthermore, the detection and localization of these events may lead to automatic correction by beam
resynthesis to allow the treatment to continue. For example, early detection and localization of a hot spot outside the
target may lead to a refocused beam that minimizes the HIFU energy at the hot spot while maintaining the proper
exposure to the target. The inherent registration between the therapeutic and imaging coordinate systems allows for the
resynthesis of the HIFU beam without latency so that the desired exposure at the target is achieved without interruption
while the collateral damage to the intervening and surrounding tissue is being avoided.
[0082] For example, Figures 6A-6D show the ability to refocus a therapeutic beam about critical points identified on
intervening tissue (e.g., a rib in the path of the therapeutic beam delivered to a target location as shown in Figure 4B).
For example, Figure 4B shows an illustration of a focused beam from an array 70 targeting a tumor 72 in the liver 74.
The focused beam is distorted due to the heterogeneities of the rib cage 76 (e.g., which may cause undesirable heating
across the ribs). Figure 6A shows a simulated single focus pattern at a target point (e.g., a portion of a liver tumor) from
a DMUA 122. In the image of Figure 6B, a critical point 151 may be identified (e.g., portion of a rib) that represents
intervening tissue in the treatment region between the DMUA and the target 150. As shown in Figure 6B, the same focal
target point 150 is achieved with a beam that is refocused around the critical point 151 (e.g., a point which is not to be
heat). Figure 6C shows multiple focal fields providing a therapeutic beam at two focal target points 160, and Figure 6D
shows two critical points 163 which may be identified (e.g., portions of a rib) that represent intervening tissue between
the DMUA and the target 160. As shown in Figure 6D, the same focal target points 160 are achieved with a beam that
is refocused around the critical points 163.
[0083] In one or more embodiments, the therapy system 110, as described herein, allows for high-specificity imaging
of tissue response to sub-therapeutic and therapeutic HIFU exposure throughout the treatment volume. One or more of
the following features may enable the therapy system 110. For example, optimal and robust beam synthesis processes
or methods allowing for exquisite control over the HIFU beams in space and time may be used. Not only may this provide
for control of the therapeutic beams spatially using phased array concepts, but it may also be able to achieve temporal
control at the pulse level as well as intensity modulation. Further, for example, imaging and signal processing algorithms
using DMUAs providing imaging feedback for refocusing or resynthesis of the therapeutic HIFU beam may be used to
achieve the treatment objective while minimizing or eliminating collateral damage.
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[0084] Still further, hardware and software platforms that allow for real-time image formation and signal processing of
DMUA echo data for characterization of the tissue response to HIFU exposure may be used. For example, real-time
refocusing/resynthesis based on user-defined control points using real-time imaging feedback with millisecond latency
may be implemented. This may be enhanced by the use of multi-channel drivers with real-time arbitrary waveform
generation on different DMUA channels.
[0085] Further, for example, various imaging modes may be used further improve the specificity of the DMUA imaging
to HIFU-tissue interactions, both at the therapeutic and sub-therapeutic levels. For example, such imaging modes may
be designed to capture the thermal, viscoelastic, and nonlinear response to HIFU beams, especially in the subtherapeutic
range. In addition, imaging modes for estimation of cavitation threshold and tissue absorption in situ may be used (see,
Figure 11).
[0086] Conventional imaging with DMUAs has been addressed and, despite limitations, DMUAs form pulse-echo
ultrasound images with speckle patterns consistent with their fractional bandwidths and fnumber values (see, Wan and
Ebbini (2008)). Furthermore, for a given DMUA configuration (e.g., radius of curvature and fnumber, element size and
spacing, operating frequency and fractional bandwidth, etc.), the DMUA has an imaging field of view (IxFOV) that covers
and extends beyond its ThxOF. The IxFOV can be extended further by accounting for the array focusing gain. Furthermore,
the speckle characteristics of DMUAs can be improved by applying inverse filtering techniques. DMUA pulse-echo data
has the characteristics of pulse-echo data from any other imaging array, but reflects the typically lower frequency and
lower fractional bandwidth, the low fnumber of the array, the relatively large element dimensions, etc. Therefore, the quality
of DMUA images can be improved by the use of signal processing and reconstructive imaging. Furthermore, despite
the limited fractional bandwidth, coded excitation may be used to improve the signal to noise and spatial resolution of
a DMUA.
[0087] Further, multi-modal coded excitation imaging algorithms for DMUAs may be used to enhance their resolution
and signal to noise in a region of interest together with improving the frame rates. Multi-modal coded excitation will also
improve the rejection of interference from the intermittent HIFU pulses and reduce reverberation artifacts from the
concave transducer and the water bolus. Multi-modal coded excitation, therefore, may be one of the features used for
optimal imaging with DMUAs. Such coded excitation may provide capabilities for mitigating the limitations imposed by
the geometric design considerations of therapeutic arrays and typical patient setup; and also may improve the frame
rate and allow for 2D (or 3D) motion tracking capabilities (e.g., which may enhance image guidance).
[0088] Further, multi-modal coded excitation may be beneficial for improving the focusing efficiency at the desired
target location (or locations when multiple-focusing is used). A broadband waveform can be synthesized at the target
location where its frequency components add up coherently within a pillbox (e.g., target) with dimensions determined
by the coherence length (inverse of the bandwidth) and shaped by the focusing aperture. Outside this volume, wavelets
from individual elements may add up almost incoherently when the elements are sufficiently separated in space. This
results in array focusing gains much larger than their single-frequency counterparts.
[0089] For example, one or more illustrative examples of coded excitation ultrasound which may be used in combination
with the imaging method and/or systems described herein are provided in Shen et al., "A New Coded-Excitation Ultrasound
Imaging System---Part I: Basic Principles," IEEE Transactions on Ultrasonics, Ferroelectrics, and Frequency Control,
vol. 43, no. 1, pp. 131 -140, Jan. 1996); Shen et al., "A New Coded-Excitation Ultrasound Imaging System---Part II:
Operator Design," IEEE Transactions on Ultrasonic, Ferroelectrics, and Frequency Control, vol. 43, no. 1, pp. 141 -148,
Jan. 1996); and Shen et al., "Filter-Based Coded-Excitation System for High-Speed Ultrasound Imaging," IEEE Trans-
actions on Medical Imaging, vol. 17, no. 6, pp. 923-934, Dec. 1998).
[0090] For example, Figure 7A, which may include a driver 170, shows a configuration of at least a portion of an
ultrasound system with arbitrary waveform generation suitable for multi-modal coded excitation (e.g., the operation 500
of such multi-modal coded excitation shown generally by components 500 is illustrated in Figure 12A). The term multi-
modal coded excitation system refers to one capable of producing transmit patterns where different points/directions in
the target region see different waveforms (e.g. g1(t), g2(t),... gN(t) in the Figure 12A). These waveforms may be designed
to be largely orthogonal to each other. In general, for example, depending on the geometry of the transmitting array 122,
the number of elements, and the depth of the waveform memory, coded transmit beamforming 502 (e.g., Coded Tx BF
in the Figure 12A) can be used to generate multiple focal points where the spatial-peak, temporal-average intensity
(ISPTA) is sufficient to produce thermal effects. For example, this may be implemented by the selection of the driving
waveforms in memory and conventional multiple-focus synthesis as described in Ebbini and Cain, "Multiple-focus ultra-
sound phased array pattern synthesis - Optimal driving signal distributions for hyperthermia," IEEE TRANSACTIONS
ON ULTRASONICS FERROELECTRICS AND FREQUENCY CONTROL, vol. 36, no. 5, pp. 540-548, (SEP 1989).
Further, as described therein, receive beamforming 504 (e.g., Rx BF in Figure 12A), along with filtering and compounding
operations 506, can be used to analyze the return pulse-echo data as is known by one skilled in the art.
[0091] The focusing and the pulse repetition frequency (PRF) of the transmit pattern allow for control of the ISPTA at
the desired target points to produce thermal effects. Similarly, the ISPTA can be designed to be minimized at the critical
points (e.g., in a manner like described with reference to Figure 8A and 8B). Non-thermal therapeutic effects can be
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achieved by synthesizing transmit patterns with spatial-peak, temporal-peak intensity (ISPTP) levels at the target points
to maximize cavitational or shearwave generation with minimal heating. In one or more embodiments, one advantage
of using arbitrary waveform generation and coded excitation in synthesizing therapeutic array patterns is that interference
patterns outside the target points have ISPTA and ISPTP levels that can be much lower than their conventional counterparts
(e.g., interference patterns resulting from continuous wave or conventional pulse wave excitation).
[0092] The therapy system 110 may allow for the use of coded excitation in therapeutic mode as well as in imaging
mode. For example, two implementations of coded-excitation drivers may be used, one supporting binary waveforms
(codes) suitable for driving push-pull amplifiers as was described in Ebbini and Cain, "Experimental evaluation of a
prototype cylindrical section ultrasound hyperthermia phased-array applicator," IEEE TRANSACTIONS ON ULTRA-
SONICS FERROELECTRICS AND FREQUENCY CONTROL, vol. 38, no. 5, pp. 510-520, SEP 1991. Figure 7D shows
another implementation of the digital driver that may be used for coded excitation. Another implementation may employ
multi-level memory and digital-to-analog (D/A) conversion suitable for driving linear amplifiers as shown, for example,
in Figure 7E. This driver system 170 of Figure 7E also supports CW excitation through the use of direct digital synthesis
(DDS) available on most FPGAs.
[0093] With use and implementation of multi-modal coded excitation, frame rates in the range of 10,000 frames per
second (fps) may be obtained. Furthermore, therapy and imaging pulses can be brought together to the point of overlap,
maximizing treatment efficiency by maximizing the therapeutic signal levels at the target point(s) while minimizing the
interference elsewhere. With the use of arbitrary waveform generation, it is possible to completely overlap the imaging
and therapeutic operation by designing therapy/imaging waveforms where the imaging pulse is riding on the therapy
waveform as illustrated in Figure 12B. Figure 12B (i.e., a screen capture of actual waveforms generated by an implemented
driver) illustrates how small-signal waveforms (e.g. imaging) can ride on longer duration, large-signal therapy waveforms.
For example, an imaging waveform 542 may ride on the therapy waveform 540 to cause resulting pulse-echo data. This
waveform generation capability, together with configurable receive circuitry as illustrated by the circuit shown in Figure
7I, allow for nearly continuous image acquisition, even while the therapy pulse is being applied. Parallel processing of
the received echoes (as illustrated in Figure 12A) using filter banks 506 and post receive beamforming 504 (e.g., Rx BF
in Figure 12A) allows for truly multi-modal imaging using ultrasound. For example, grayscale images, strain images,
flow images, and QB-mode images can be processed simultaneously and fused (or compounded) to provide the physician
with a full view of what happens during the treatment.
[0094] High frame rate DMUA imaging may allow for the reliable estimation of tissue motion and deformation through
speckle tracking and similar methods. This may also allow for the measurement of 2D or 3D flow. As such, this may
provide a reliable approach to estimate the localized tissue response to the HIFU beam, even when delivered sub-
therapeutically. Similarly, being able to acquire more frames during silence intervals will allow for more robust detection
of abnormal events during lesion formation. Coupled with the ability to resynthesize the beam, a closed loop control may
be provided (e.g., to perform lesion formation).
[0095] With further reference to Figure 5, the computer 112 (e.g., control apparatus) may serve as a platform for a
wide array of real-time signal processing operations; the computer 112 may control multimodal analysis of image data
to expand on conventional imaging to expose tissue dynamics as they happen; and the computer may be configured to
present results to a user in real-time, allowing for instant feedback and control.
[0096] For example, Figure 7A shows one embodiment of a computer 112 (e.g., control apparatus) including a user
interface 130 (simplified as only a display but which may include any input apparatus for allowing user input). The user
interface 130 shows an image of a treatment region (e.g., a region in which a user may select one or more target points
or critical points as described herein), however, other input mechanisms may be used to, for example, abandon therapy,
modify therapy, etc. As shown in Figure 7A, the computer 112 is provided with data from data collection 123 (e.g., image
data from an analog to digital converter) and provides an output to driver 121 (e.g., configured as a FPGA for receiving
therapy signals and imaging signals to drive the array 122).
[0097] The computer 112 may include multiple CPUs and GPUs for processing data to control therapy using feedback
generated using image data (e.g., SA image data, STF image data, multi-modal image data, etc.). GPU and Core i7
represent specific processors configured to execute the instructions for carrying out functionality as described herein.
For example, multi-modal imaging 127 is illustrated as part of the computer 112 and can include a variety of data and
signals drawn from traditional image formation, such as shown in Figure 7A. This can include a bandpass filter, a module
to provide SA Beamforming (e.g., serial excitation of sensor elements and detection by non-excited elements), a module
to provide STF Beamforming, a Hilbert Transform module, an envelope detection and log compression modules. Each
of these modules can provide data for use by the multi-modal imaging module for use in analyzing the image data and
providing therapy. For example, the multi-modal imaging module can be configured to perform one or more different
imaging analysis such as shown in Figure 7A, including, but not limited to elasticity measurements (e.g., track movement
and evaluate tissue stiffness or other tissue parameter, for example, thermal data due to tissue subjected to heat from
an ultrasonic source exhibiting a stiffness that differs from that of un-treated tissue), vascular tracking (e.g., tracking
motion for use in identifying structure to be treated), thermometry (e.g., generate thermal response data for controlling
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therapy), cavitation detection (e.g., to generate data indicative of cavitation, such as bubbles, for use in controlling
therapy), tomographic imaging (e.g., to image using reconstruction techniques for identifying targets or use in controlling
therapy), HIFU beam mapping (e.g., to control beam refocusing), etc. User input through user interface 130 can include
decision making by the user and user control. The image in Figure 7A may depict a body part (e.g., a kidney) and
ultrasonic energy delivered at a target site 133 located slightly below and to the left of the geometric center of the image.
[0098] On the CPU side, data can be come from a network stack (e.g., experimental mode, where data is streamlined
from SonixRP scanner) or data file (e.g., review mode). The processed result can be visualized with a designed UI
system (OpenGL based) or exposed to other commercial software for further analysis (e.g., Matlab). The CPU result
can be used to provide feedback control of the therapeutic beam. For example, upon selection of control points 135,
calculations may be carried out to generate therapy signals for communication to driver 121. For example, calculations
136 may be carried out to define a therapy burst to be delivered, the calculated result may be used to generate refocusing
of the therapy beam 137, and a driving pattern 138 (e.g., therapy signals) may be generated for communication to driver
121.
[0099] Still further different modes of imaging may be fused 139 to provide the user with desirable imaging of the
therapy being carried out. For example, SA image data may be fused with STF image data and be displayed. Further,
for example, more detail information (e.g., using M2D imaging) regarding structures (e.g., vasculature, including plaque
structures) may be provided to be fused with other data, such as STF or SA image data.
[0100] Figure 7J illustrates one exemplary process 270 of one embodiment of fusing images, or in other words,
illustrating the concept of hybrid imaging from hardware (e.g., beam sequencing) and software (e.g., image formation)
levels. To form a hybrid image 272, first the hybrid imaging beam sequence 274 is designed. For example, for a given
frame ofN Alines, there will be total of 2N line triggers. For an individual frame, Aline n (1 <= n <= N), the first line trigger
(2n-1) triggers the SonixRP pulser to transmit a pulse just like the regular B-mode imaging. For the second line trigger
(2n), the SonixRP pulser will remain silent and the DMUT transmits a pulse using a pre-loaded focus pattern. The
SonixRP receiver collects echo data from both line triggers. To form a hybrid image 272, first the composite frame data
276 is de-interleaved using a frame demultiplexer 278, forming two RF frames 280 that contain odd lines (frame 1) and
even lines (frame 2). Frame 1 is filtered with a broadband BPF (Line filter 1) 281 to form a regular B-mode image 283,
frame 2 is filtered with a narrowband BPF (Line filter 2) 282, centered at f0 or 2f0 (where f0 is the transmit frequency)
to form the beam overlay image 284. The two formed images 283, 284 are blended (e.g., alpha blending) to form the
hybrid image.
[0101] As shown in Figure 1, additional diagnostic apparatus 20 may be used to perform imaging to provide one or
more different functions. For example, the additional diagnostic apparatus 20 may include apparatus for receiving pulse-
echo data resulting from the delivery of therapy pulses. For example, although imaging described herein is generally
performed using the DMUT array 22 (e.g., generating imaging pulses and receiving echoes as a result thereof), a
diagnostic apparatus may be used to receive pulse-echo data that results from the application of the therapy pulses.
For example, a separate apparatus (e.g., separate from the DMUT array 22) used for receiving pulse-echo data is shown
in Figure 10A, wherein imaging pulses are delivered using the DMUT array 350 and pulse-echo data resulting therefrom
is captured by linear array imaging probe 354. It will be recognized that any such additional diagnostic apparatus may
be used to capture such data.
[0102] In the case of capturing pulse-echo data resulting from the delivery of therapy pulses, such captured data may
be used to characterize the therapy beam’s focusing quality at the target location. This may be used to form and provide
visual feedback to the physician to assist her/him in deciding the next shot of therapy to be delivered. A more quantitative
image of the therapy beam may be obtained from applying high-speed strain imaging with a modified version of the
sequence shown in Figure 7J. For example, the sequence 274 can be modified such that three triggers: 2 triggers to
the imaging device acquiring echo data on the same line before and after a trigger to the DMUT. The two acquisitions
on the imaging scanner can be separated by, for example, 400 microseconds. The two echoes can be correlated near
the therapy pulse (e.g., using circuitry like shown in Figure 7F) to produce tissue displacements at the focus, which is
characteristic of the local mechanical tissue response to the therapy beam at diagnostic level (e.g. thermal expansion
pulse). Alternatively, QB-mode imaging can be applied to characterize cavitation activity resulting from short-duration
bursts from the therapy beam. In general, hybrid imaging can be used to characterize the quality of focusing for the
therapy beam and local tissue response to short sub-therapeutic bursts, which can be used in controlling the next
application of the HIFU beam.
[0103] Further, each of the ultrasound transducer elements of the array 122 may be coupled to the rest of the system
110 by a control channel including a diplexer 125 for each element (e.g., a diplexer or switch to manage the coupling of
signals between the driver 124 and the array 122 (e.g., therapeutic and sub-therapeutic signals) and between data
collection 123 and the array 122. In other words, a multi-channel control to/from the array 122 may be implemented. For
example, an array of A/D convertors may be coupled to the transducer elements of the array 122 (e.g., in a one to one
relationship, or multiple transducer elements per converter, etc.). Signal levels at the array during therapeutic operation
may be in the range of 100’s of volts, whereas signal levels at the array during imaging operations may be in the range
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of millivolts. As such, one or more configurations of the diplexer may be more beneficial over others.
[0104] For example, one exemplary diplexer 125 (e.g., suitable for each control channel between the transducer
element of the array 122 and the rest of the system) is shown and described with reference to Figures 7G-7I. The primary
goal of the ultrasound diplexer is to isolate the A/D converter from the high voltage applied to the transducer (e.g.,
therapeutic signals) but still allow the low level signals from the pulse-echos to pass through. The DMUT diplexer faces
several challenges beyond what a normal diagnostic level diplexer encounters. For example, because the same trans-
ducer element of the array 122 is used for both imaging and therapy, the DMUT diplexer must be able to handle sustained
high voltage signals (i.e., therapeutic signals). A conventional diagnostic transducer will only transmit a few cycles of a
high voltage pulse (lasting only a few microseconds) so any components in the diplexer will deal with minimal energy
deposition. The DMUT may transmit very long bursts (for instance 500 microseconds therapy burst, repeated every
1000 microseconds, i.e. 50% duty cycle 1k PRF), so the diplexer must handle such signals. Second, the large element
size of the DMUT compared to a conventional diagnostic transducer means the echos received during imaging may
result in a relatively large voltage. An echo from a conventional diagnostic transducer may create a voltage waveform
that is only a few millivolts peak to peak, but the DMUT when imaging the same medium may have echos that are 10’s
of volts peak to peak.
[0105] At first glance, this sounds like a good thing since one is getting more SNR. However, it requires that the echos
be dealt with in a different way than a conventional diagnostic device. For example, if you have voltages that are only
a few millivolts, you can use diodes 201 to act as a basic diplexer as shown in Figure 7G. When the amplifier is outputting
a high voltage signal, the voltage between ADC- and ADC+ is limited to about 0.7 volts due to forward conducting diodes.
After transmitting the high voltage pulse, the output of the amplifier 202 is pulled to ground, any voltage from the transducer
less than 0.7 volts effectively sees an open circuit between ADC- and ADC+, so the ADC 203 can appropriately receive
and convert the signal. Any signal larger than 0.7 volts is clipped rendering it unusable.
[0106] The diplexer 210 shown in Figure 7H provides improved functionality. It differs from the diplexer of Figure 7G
in that the output of the amplifier is set to a high impedance state when not transmitting a signal. Further, the diodes
201 (e.g., such as in Figure 7G) are eliminated which allow the receipt of large signals undistorted; however, it also
exposes the A/D system 212 to the high voltage transmit pulses. A schematic of the diplexer 210 is shown in Figure 7I.
The signal from the transducer of the array 122 goes through a software selectable voltage divider 220 that will either
attenuate the signal, for example, by 100 times or leave the signal at its current level. This is controlled by the relay R1
and is typically set dependent on the type of operation being carried out. The output of the voltage divider 220 is connected
to the two diodes 221 as well as the input of a high speed op-amp 222 (e.g., AD8041). The two diodes 221 prevent the
voltage at the output of the voltage divider 220 from rising above the supply voltages to the op amp 222. This protects
the circuit from damage when a therapeutic level signal is applied to the transducer element of the array 122.
[0107] The gain of the op-amp 222 is also software selectable between, for example, x10 and 0, via relay R2. This
allows some additional control of the signal. The final two diodes 223 before the output to the A/D converter of data
collection 123 just provide some additional protection to the A/D converter.
[0108] In summary, the diplexer provides high voltage isolation/attenuation that protects sensitive receive electronics
from high voltage therapy and imaging pulses. This stage also selectively attenuates the echos received from the DMUT.
The large elements on the DMUT convert even small echos to relatively large voltages (∼30 Volts); and this stage allows
enough dynamic range to handle these signals. Further, buffering/programmable gain of the diplexer provides a buffering
stage to drive the A/D converter, and also provides optional +20 dB or 0 dB gain. Still further, the over-voltage protection
ensures that the signal to the A/D converter is not much larger than 1 volt peak-peak.
[0109] Signal acquisition for data collection 123 (e.g., pulse echo image data) may be performed in any suitable
manner. For example, a transducer element signal may be sampled at 40 MHz, 12 bits, full scale range 1V (e.g., the
element samples a approximately 1 MHz and the 40 MHz sampling rate is far in excess of that required by the Nyquist
principal); each channel may have an independent digital filter and reconfigurable down-sampler; the data may be filtered
in real-time and stored in memory; and the data may be communicated to the computer for further processing.
[0110] Figures 7B-7C provide diagrammatic illustrations showing the translation from an analog signal on the DMUA
element, into a digital signal read in by the computer though some standard interface (USB, Ethernet, etc.). For example,
Figure 7B depicts a single channel according to one example of data collection 123 between a transducer element of
an array 122 and the computer 112 including an analog to digital convertor (ADC) 140 for sampling the signal from the
transducer element of the array 122. In other words, Figure 7B shows a diagram of a single channel of a multi-channel
data acquisition system implemented, for example, using an FPGA. The ADC 140 is continuously converting the analog
signal at its input into a digitized 12 bit word at 40 Mega samples per second. The triggering unit 149 controls when this
data is read into the FPGA including A-line storage 144. Once triggered, the FPGA latches the data into the device, and
routes it through DSP processes (e.g. the decimator 142 and any filtering). It then stores 5000 contiguous samples (e.g.,
A-line storage 144). Once stored in the FPGA, the computer 112 can then download the data and commence further
processing. In this case, the communication protocol 145 was USB 2.0.
[0111] Figure 7C depicts an 8-channel analog to digital convertor data collection apparatus including down-sampling
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according to another example of data collection 123 between a transducer element of an array 122 and the computer
112. For example, Figure 7C shows a single channel but from an alternative embodiment of a multi-channel data
acquisition system. For example, in one embodiment, such a multi-channel system (e.g., with may be implemented using
a FPGA) may use a different ADC integrated circuit that includes 8 A/D converters on a single chip. Figure 7C shows
only one channel in detail, but this is repeated for all 8 channels 150 on the single integrated circuit. The data signal
path is very similar to 7B, except that now the path can be configured on the fly. The data can be passed directly into
the FPGA buffer upon data select 153, or it can first be passed through a decimator or a matched filter 155, e.g., a
matched filter reconfigurable in software may be used with coded excitation). In addition, the FPGA can create debugging
data for testing the integrity of the signal path; this is controlled by the variable dataSelect 153. A sine wave, an impulse,
and a ramp can all be simulated to ensure proper operation of the whole system. The communications with this system
all take place through a Gigabit Ethernet connection (1 connection per 16 channels).
[0112] The DUMA driver 121 includes a multichannel driver configured to drive the ultrasound transducer array ele-
ments with independent waveforms in both therapeutic and image modes. Further, the DMUA driver 121 maybe con-
figured to store and control the signals (e.g., therapy and image signals) played on the DMUA elements; the driver 121
may be capable of double buffering therapy beams so focus may be updated without interruption to therapy; the driver
121 may be suitable for both STF Imaging and Synthetic Aperture imaging during therapy (or any other imaging to be
carried out); and the driver 121 may allow for direct user control over therapy while accumulated exposure occurs. For
example, in one or more examples, a plurality of buffers may be used to deliver therapy. For example, a first buffer may
provide storage for the therapy protocol currently being delivered and a second buffer may provide storage for therapy
to be delivered in the next period of time. The buffers may be selected based on a pointer or other technique. In one
example, the buffers are managed in a manner to provide a reconfigurable silencing period with a granularity of less
than 1 microsecond (e.g., well below the mechanical and thermal response time of the tissue).
[0113] For example, Figure 7D illustrates an exemplary field programmable gate array (FPGA) configured to function
as driver 121. Communication component 160 represents a communication module and may include a USB port. The
driver may be implemented using a discrete block random access memory (B-RAM), and can be viewed as a state
machine based memory unit. In other words, Figure 7D shows an exemplary diagram of a therapeutic driver including
addressable BRAM 161 for use in generated drive signals. The drive signals provided to the array 122 by output buffer
165 under control (at least in part) of exposure timer 164. Each channel is controlled by an arbitrary square wave (e.g.,
unique phase, and amplitude). In the diagram of Figure 7D, the lacks spectral content control. In other words, only the
duration and power in the fundamental frequency can be controlled. For example, one could not play out a signal with
both 1 MHz and 2 MHz components. This driver of Figure 7D does allow both imaging (e.g., SA imaging, STF imaging,
and coded excitation to at least a limited extent) and allows delivery of therapy pulses. The multiplexers 163 allow for
double buffering. In single buffering, one would have to stop playing a pattern if you wanted to update the therapy beam.
With double buffering, you can play one pattern while you update the other without ever needing to pause. The driver
of Figure 7D has a specific unit for SA imaging 162 to minimize resource utilization.
[0114] Further, for example, Figure 7E illustrates another exemplary field programmable gate array (FPGA) configured
to function as a linear driver 170 for the ultrasound phased array 122 (e.g., including an 8-channel arbitrary waveform
generator). This driver system 170 may be use with a 3.5 MHz DMUT array. The driver system 170 may be divided into
three major functional blocks including an FPGA waveform synthesizer (block 174). The waveform synthesizer 174
allows generation of waveform (digital stream) from either internal BRAM (pre-loaded arbitrary waveform) or a direct
digital synthesizer (DDS) (see, generators 177). The generated waveform can also be optionally amplitude modulated
(AM) with an amplitude control unit 173 (e.g., a function for a tissue mechanical property test). In addition, the waveform
synthesizer 174 features a synchronization and trigger unit 175 for cascading multiple boards to support more channels
and to coordinate beam sequence for various imaging mode (M2D-mode imaging, hybrid imaging, etc.). Both the con-
figuration registers and the arbitrary waveform generator can be loaded with the packet engine 179 (Gigabit Ethernet +
UDP/IP). DAC board (block 172) is configured to convert a digital stream into low voltage analog waveform (1vp-p max
into 50 ohm load). Further, the driver system 170 includes a linear power amplifier (block 171) to amplify a small signal
(1Vp-p max) to a high voltage signal (50Vp-p max into 50 ohm load) to drive the phased array 122.
[0115] Still further, Figure 7F shows an exemplary implementation of 1D speckle tracking (e.g., the core algorithm in
ultrasound elastography and thermography) in a Virtex5 FPGA. For example, such an FPGA may be a component of
the multi-modal imaging 134 of Figure 7A. The mathematical form of the 1D speckle tracking can be found in Simon, et
al., IEEE Trans. Ultrason., Ferroelect., Freq. Contr. 45, 989-1000 (1998) and therefore, detail with respect to the imple-
mentation of Figure 7F is deemed unnecessary as one skilled in the art would understand such an implementation. The
illustrated implementation of Figure 7F primarily serves two purposes. The first is to demonstrate the feasibility of fitting
the algorithm into a FPGA, which is useful for implementing an integrated system with all FPGA design to achieve
minimum latency (e.g., without the intervention of a non-real-time computer system). Further, the implementation dem-
onstrates the design philosophy for implementing the algorithm to a specialized system (e.g., FPGA/GPU, etc.) which
can be performance enhancing and/or be accomplished with limited resources.
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[0116] In addition, multimodal imaging 127 is coupled to the data collection 123 and computer 112. Multimodal imaging
127 represents circuitry and programming suitable for performing one or more modes of imaging, such as for use in
control of the therapeutic bean (e.g., for use in analyzing movement of the subject and other tissue dynamics or response).
[0117] A flow chart of an exemplary ultrasound therapy method 30 not part of the invention for delivery of image guided
ultrasound therapy is depicted in Figure 2. One will recognize that one or more of the blocks of functionality described
herein may be carried out using one or more programs or routines, and/or any other components of a therapy system
(e.g., the therapy system 10 ofFigure 1).
[0118] Generally, the method 30 includes an initiation of the therapy process 30 via a therapy start procedure (block
31) (e.g., a user initiated a therapy session via the user interface 15 as shown in Figure 1). As shown in Figure 3, such
a start procedure may provide for implementation of one or more imaging processes (e.g., one or more imaging modes)
as shown by pre-therapy imaging pulses 42. For example, an array of ultrasound transducer elements (e.g., array 22
configured to deliver a plurality of sequential therapy bursts of ultrasonic energy to at least a portion of a target region
and to transmit/receive imaging ultrasonic energy to/from the target region) may deliver image pulses 42 to obtain pulse
echo data representative of a treatment region in which a target for therapy is located. In other words, the method may
include generating treatment region image data that includes the target region.
[0119] As shown in Figure 2, at least one or more target points within the treatment region may be identified (e.g.,
target points on a liver tumor to be treated) in treatment region image data generated based on pulse echo data received
by one or more of the plurality of ultrasound transducer elements of the array 22 (block 32) (e.g., SA imaging may be
used to produce treatment region image data for use in identifying one or more target points). As is further defined herein,
other control points may be identified, such as critical points on intervening tissue between the target points and the
array 22. For example, as shown in Figure 7A, an image may be presented on a user interface allowing a user to select
one or more control points (e.g., target points, critical points, etc.).
[0120] Further, the therapy method 30 includes generating therapy signals to drive one or more of the plurality of
ultrasound transducer elements to deliver a therapy burst of a plurality of sequential therapy bursts (see, e.g., therapy
bursts 40 in Figure 3) of ultrasonic energy (e.g., forming a focused beam) to at least one of the one or more target points
in the target region) (block 33). Each of the sequential therapy bursts 40 may be defined to produce a response at the
one or more target points within the target region (e.g., each may be defined differently to guide the beam throughout
therapy based on control image data). Thereafter, the therapy burst is delivered (block 34) to produce an effect in the
target (e.g., liver tumor).
[0121] Following delivery of the therapy burst (block 34), control image data is generated (block 38). Such control
image data may be generated (block 38) based on pulse echo data received by one or more of the plurality of ultrasound
transducer elements following delivery of the therapy burst (block 34). The control image data generated following
delivery of a therapy burst may be used to generate therapy signals to drive one or more of the plurality of ultrasound
transducer elements to deliver a subsequent therapy burst of the plurality of sequential therapy bursts (block 38 and
33). The continuous process of delivering therapy bursts (block 34) and thereafter generating control image data for use
in defining a subsequent therapy burst (block 38) is continued until the therapy is stopped (block 36).
[0122] Still further, in one or more embodiments, the control image data may be generated using imaging that is
performed during delivery of one or more therapy bursts. For example, such imaging may be implemented with use of
coded excitation (e.g., with coded excitation, imaging data can be obtained even during the delivery of therapy). For
example, image control data (e.g., generated and/or provided during and/or following delivery of one or more therapy
bursts for control of one or more subsequent therapy bursts) may be obtained based on imaging performed (e.g., at
least in part) during the delivery of the therapy bursts (e.g., such was with use of coded excitation).
[0123] As shown in Figure 3, such a stop procedure (block 36) may provide for implementation of one or more imaging
processes (e.g., one or more imaging modes) as shown by post-therapy imaging pulses 44. For example, an array of
ultrasound transducer elements (e.g., array 22 configured to deliver a plurality of sequential therapy bursts of ultrasonic
energy to at least a portion of a target region and to transmit/receive imaging ultrasonic energy to/from the target region)
may deliver image pulses 44 to obtain pulse echo data representative of the treatment region in which the target is
located for various purposes, to determine if more treatment is necessary, to view the results of treatment, etc.
[0124] One will recognize that the process shown generally in Figure 2 may be continuously repeated for any number
of control points to provide any desirable therapy. In other words, such processes may be used to continue to move the
therapy beam and treat various portions of a target region.
[0125] The generation of control image data for use as feedback in defining subsequent bursts to be delivered (block
38) (e.g., to refocus the beam or provide image guiding of the beam) may take one of various forms. For example,
generating control image data during and/or following delivery of the therapy burst may include generating at least one
imaging signal to drive one or more of the plurality of ultrasound transducers to transmit at least one single transmit
energy pulse focused to at least one or more target points within the target region resulting in pulse-echo data to be
captured (e.g., STF imaging of one or more control points, such as target or critical points).
[0126] For example, in the case where both target and critical points in intervening tissue are identified (e.g., control
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points), STF imaging may be used at each control point to obtain image data pertinent thereto. For example, such control
image data may include ultrasound transducer element directivity data (e.g., array directivity vectors that may be used
to define the therapy signals such that the therapy burst based thereon may minimize power at the critical points, such
as intervening ribs, and maximize power at the target points). In other words, the therapy beam is refocused to maximize
power at the target points (e.g., in addition to preventing damage to adjacent structure).
[0127] Further, for example, such control image data may include thermal response data. Such thermal response data
may be used to control the focused beam in any number of ways. For example, such thermal response data may be
used to determine when a set point for thermal therapy has been reached, may be used to define the therapy signals
such that the therapy burst based thereon redistributes the intensity of the ultrasound energy amongst different target
points, etc. For example, as described herein by redistributing the delivered energy amongst different points, therapy
time may be decreased.
[0128] In one or more embodiments, thermal response data may be generated for feedback after each therapy pulse
is delivered (e.g., such as in the use of power reallocation amongst the elements of the array). However, in one or more
embodiments, image control data (e.g., such as thermal response data) may be generated after the delivery of multiple
therapy bursts of a thermal therapy shot (e.g., a plurality of bursts with intermittent imaging pulses such as shown in
Fig. 3). For example, an exemplary process for use of such control image data is shown generally in Figures 8C-8D.
[0129] Further, for example, such control image data may include data indicative of cavitation. Such data indicative
of cavitation may be used to control the focused beam in any number of ways. For example, such data may be used to
define the therapy signals such that the therapy burst based thereon reduce heat at regions where cavitation is appearing
but is undesirable, to increase at target points where cavitation is desired but not occurring, etc.
[0130] For example, such data indicative of cavitation may include the detection of bubble activity on tissue. For
example, such bubble activity may be detection using image data and algorithms described in U.S. Patent No. 6,951,540
to Ebbini et al., entitled "Ultrasound imaging system and method using non-linear post-beamforming filter" and H. Yao,
et al., "Enhanced lesion visualization in image-guided noninvasive surgery with ultrasound phased arrays," in Proc. 23rd
Annu. Int. Conf. IEEE Eng, Med. Biol. Soc., Oct. 2001, vol. 3, pp. 2492-2495. Such visualization is shown in Figure 11.
For example, Figure 11 shows the results from a 300 milliseconds exposure of HIFU at approximately 8000 W/cm2 (e.g.,
images taken over time at the noted time periods). At these intensity levels, cavitation bubbles were formed very quickly
and continued to grow throughout the exposure. The tissue damage (i.e., lighter shade regions in the image) is indicative
of where the cavitation bubbles were formed and sustained leading to increased heating. Overlaid on these images is
the output of SVF (second-order Volterra filter) with the dynamic range consistent throughout each shot.
[0131] It is clear from Figure 11 that the quadratic signal component grows as the therapy progresses and is also well
contained within the focus location. The final image on the right of each shot shows the maximum signal location from
each of the 30 frames. The photographs of Shot 1 and 2 show that the tissue damage in each case took on a slightly
different shape. Shot 1 shows a more oblong appearance, while Shot 2 is more circular. This visual appraisal may be
corroborated by the mapping of the maximum points. In each case, the maximum points map to the true shape of the
tissue damage. One aspect of this mapping is its ability to locate events within the focal point of the transducer. This
transducer (F# 0.8) has a focal length of around 12 mm which is an order of magnitude larger than typical cavitation
events at this frequency. This allows for multiple events to be initiated within the focal region of the transducer. Utilizing
the quadratic signature of the bubbles, one is able locate these events within the focal region, a task not possible with
simple pulse-echo beamforming.
[0132] Still further, for example, such control image data may include displacement/strain data (or any other mechanical
response data associated with the target region, such as temperature change data, cavitation activity data, etc.). Such
displacement/strain data may be used to control the focused beam in any number of ways. For example, such data may
be used to identify oscillations indicative of cavitation at the target points, as well as other points in the path of the beam.
Further, for example, such data may be used guide the beam with respect to the target points as the target points are
displaced. In other words, for example, in one or more embodiments, pulse-echo data suitable to provide displacement
fields in flow and/or tissue may be used to generate control image data. For example, in the case of thermal therapy
being used to treat the base of a plaque structure on a vessel wall, such displacement/strain data may be used to refocus
the beam to the target points based on the displacement/strain data.
[0133] For example, such control image data may be realized from M2D mode imaging designed to maximize the
lateral extent of the imaged region at sufficiently high frame rates to capture the full dynamics of the vessel wall and the
flow within the vessel. M2D mode may produce 2D beamformed RF echo data from a selected region of the field of view
(FoV) of a given probe. The region may be contiguous or comprised of more than one disjoint subsegment. As an
example, on the SonixRP scanner (Ultrasonix, BC, Canada), an arbitrary set of A-lines within the FoV can be used to
form the M2D mode image with frame mode approximately MB/MM2D higher than B-mode imaging, where MB and MM2D
indicate the number of A-lines used to form B-mode and M2D-mode images, respectively. Such M2D mode imaging
may be enabled by creating a powerful pipelined execution/flow program architecture capable of employing a variety of
computational resources for real-time implementation. In addition, the program architecture may allow the user to invoke
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additional computational resources available on the computer (or generally on the Internet) to achieve other computational
tasks. The results from these computations can be integrated seamlessly with the program. For example, the beamformed
RF echo data may be transferred in real time through a Gigabit interface to allow real-time 2D axial strain computations
using GPU (or FPGA) using 1D speckle tracking. However, the beamformed RF data is available for additional processing
using, for example, a pre-installed MATLAB engine. The MATLAB results can be imported back seamlessly to the M2D
mode imaging program with minimum latency (e.g., after the completion of the MATLAB calculations). This capability
may allow us to perform real-time speckle tracking to enable strain and shear strain in the vicinity of a vessel wall (e.g.,
vasculature, nerves, etc.), e.g., heavy-duty MATLAB-based calculations are performed on a small RoI allowing for their
incorporation in real time. In at least one embodiment, true 2D speckle tracking approaches may be implemented in real
time as is currently the case with 1D speckle tracking. In this way, a pipelined program execution architecture may be
implemented to support M2D imaging which allows us to reap the benefits of powerful computational tools for the analysis
of the vessel walls in quasi real-time.
[0134] Still further, the high quality 2D (+time; i.e., over time) strain and shear strain will allow for tissue property
measurements within the vessel wall, e.g. stiffness. Such tissue property measurements will allow for the characterization
of the disease state and, given the high resolution, the plaque architecture (e.g., base, lipid core, and fibrous or calcified
cap). Therapy or treatments may be delivered based on such information or such information may be used during the
delivery of such therapy (e.g., high intensity focused ultrasound treatments that target the base of the plaque without
damage to the cap or even the lipid core, continual determination of the response of tissue to therapy, such as between
doses or pulses of high intensity focused ultrasound as described herein, etc.).
[0135] In other words, in one or more embodiments, the therapy system is configured for vascular imaging. For example,
the control apparatus (e.g., GPU, CPU, etc.) may be configured (e.g., operate under control of one or more programs)
to, for example, control the capture of pulse-echo data at a frame rate such that measured displacement of a vessel wall
defining at least one portion of a blood vessel in the vascular region and/or measured average blood flow through the
at least one portion of the blood vessel have a quasiperiodic profile over time to allow motion tracking of both the vessel
wall and the blood flow simultaneously; generate strain and shear strain image data for the region in which the at least
one portion of the vessel is located using speckle tracking; and identify at least one vascular characteristic of the vascular
region in which at least one portion of a blood vessel is located based on the strain and shear strain image data (e.g.,
wherein the at least one vascular characteristic comprises at least one of a flow characteristic associated with flow
through the blood vessel, a structural characteristic associated with the blood vessel, and a hemodynamic characteristic
associated with the blood vessel). Such image data may be used for control or refocusing a beam as described herein.
[0136] It will be recognized that multiple types of control image data may be used to resynthesize the beam. For
example, thermal response data may be used with directivity data, displacement data may be used with thermal response
data, or any other combination of control image data may be used.
[0137] Yet further, control image data as shown in Figure 2, may also be generated based on one or more test patterns
(represented generally by line 37 in Figure 2) representative of calculated therapy signals generated for delivery of a
subsequent burst. In other words, prior to delivery of a subsequent therapy burst (block 34) of the plurality of sequential
therapy bursts based on therapy signals generated using control image data generated during and/or following delivery
of a previous therapy burst, the method 30 may include testing the subsequent therapy burst at sub- therapeutic levels.
Control image data generated based on such test patterns may be used to modifying the therapy signals generated to
deliver the subsequent therapy burst. For example, imaging may be performed using such test patterns 37 to generate
control image data for use in generating the subsequent therapy burst to be delivered. In one or more embodiments,
such imaging may use STF imaging at to test various characteristics (e.g., gain as compared to set gain levels, response
levels as compared to set safety levels, temperature levels as compared to set temperature levels, etc.)
[0138] One or more exemplary therapy methods are shown in the flow diagrams and algorithms of Figure 8. For
example, therapy method 250 not part of the invention, shown in Figure 8A may generate at least directivity data for use
in refocusing the therapy beam implemented in accordance with the following algorithm shown in Figure 8B.
[0139] For example, the therapy method 250 may include performing imaging (e.g., SA imaging) to generate treatment
region image data (e.g., image data that may be used to display the target and surrounding areas, including the intervening
path between the array of transducer elements used to perform the imaging and the target). For example, with such
generated treatment region image data, a display of images representative thereof (e.g., multiple frames of data displayed
over time) may be provided such that a user (e.g., via a user interface such as represented generally in Figure 7A;
selection of the points using a point/select tool) may identify control points (block 252), such as one or more target points
(e.g., points on a tumor to be ablated, points on the base of plaque to be treated, points on vessels such as vasculature,
nerves, or other tissue to be treated, etc.) and/or one or more critical points (e.g., obstruction points in the path of beam,
such as points on ribs, intervening fatty tissue, vessels, or other structures to be avoided, etc.).
[0140] For example, SA imaging or any other real-time DMUA imaging (e.g. coded excitation) may be used to provide
display images of the treatment region and/or target region for use in identifying the control points. SA imaging is known
in the art and will not be described in further detail herein. For example, such imaging is generally described in Ebbini,
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et al., "Dual-mode ultrasound phased arrays for image-guided surgery," Ultrason. Imag., vol. 28, pp. 201-220, 2006.
[0141] With the control points, such as target points, identified (block 252), imaging (e.g., STF imaging) using one or
more focused beams may be performed to measure target point directivities (e.g., as set forth in Figure 8B, lines 13-20)
and/or be performed to measure critical point directivities (e.g., as set forth in Figure 8B, lines 21-28) (e.g., generate
control image data including such directivities). A utility function for generating an "X" matrix for use in performing such
routines is shown, for example, in Figure 8B, lines 29-34.
[0142] For example, STF imaging or any other fast imaging (e.g. using multi-modal coded excitation) may be used to
provide display images of the target for use in measuring, for example, target point or critical point directivities. STF
imaging is known in the art and will not be described in further detail herein. For example, such imaging is generally
described in Ebbini, et al., "Dual-mode ultrasound phased arrays for image-guided surgery," Ultrason. Imag., vol. 28,
pp. 201-220, 2006.
[0143] Generally, an SA imaging algorithm can be used to produce high quality conventional images from a given
array of transducer elements. The images are useful for imaging the target region around the ThxOF (e.g., such as
before and after treatment, for use in identifying target points, etc.). STF imaging on the other hand is a method usable
for higher speed imaging and may employ a transmit focus, for example, with element delays identical to the HIFU
therapeutic beam, but at drive levels and pulse durations at the diagnostic or sub-therapeutic level. For example, when
a sub-therapeutic HIFU pulse is used as the transmit pulse in STF imaging (e.g., such as between each of the therapy
burst or pulses), the resulting image may show the scattering structures within the path of the pulse (e.g., allowing
visualization of critical structures that may present obstacles and are to be avoided, such as rib bones when targeting
the liver.
[0144] After measuring of directivities using a fast imaging scan (block 254), an optimization problem is solved (block
256) (e.g., as set forth in Figure 8B, lines 1-5, using one or more optimization criteria) using the directivity vectors
measured using the imaging process (e.g., STF imaging) to find a solution representative of, for example, the therapy
signals required to generate the next therapy burst (e.g., a potential refocused burst, such as one providing different
directivity for each of the plurality of transducer elements of the array).
[0145] The solution to the optimization problem (block 256) may be tested (block 258), or in other words, a test solution
or pattern may be generated (e.g., as set forth in Figure 8B, lines 6-12) to test the solution (e.g., to test the potential
next therapy burst). For example, imaging (e.g., STF imaging) may be employed to generate transmit focus, for example,
at one or more of the target points and/or critical points, with characteristics (e.g., such as element delays) like that of
the HIFU therapeutic beam (e.g., identical to), but at diagnostic or sub-therapeutic levels (e.g., at drive levels and pulse
durations at the diagnostic or sub-therapeutic levels).
[0146] Such test pattern imaging (e.g., STF imaging) ((block 258) may be used for various purposes. For example,
the imaging data may be used to determine if the array focusing gain GT at one or more target points is greater than a
set point gain ΓT (block 262). If the gain GT is greater than one or more other processes may be carried out, such as
determining whether the array focusing gain GC at one or more critical points (e.g., on a rib or other intervening tissue)
is less than a safety set point gain ΓC (block 266). If the gain GC is less than the safety set point gain ΓC (block 266),
then the therapy burst may be delivered using the optimized solution generated (block 256).
[0147] However, if the array focusing gain GT at one or more target points is not greater than a set point gain ΓT (block
262), then more imaging may be performed to remeasure directivities relative to the one or more target points (block
264) (e.g., on a tumor or plaque), optimization solutions may need to be solved again (block 256) using the new meas-
urements to determine a solution that provides the appropriate gain. Likewise, if the array focusing gain Gc at one or
more critical points (e.g., on a rib or other intervening tissue) is greater than a safety set point gain ΓC (block 266), then
more imaging may be performed to remeasure directivities relative to the one or more critical points (block 260) (e.g.,
on a rib or other intervening tissue), and optimization solutions may need to be solved again (block 256) using the new
measurements to determine a solution that provides a safe gain at the one or more critical points.
[0148] The procedure above for image-based refocusing can be modified to allow image-based calibration of thermal
response to HIFU beams at sub-therapeutic levels and with sub-second durations. This allows for calibrated exposure
calculation in situ for each therapy sequence. Figure 8C shows a flowchart of an exemplary image-based method 400
to determine the exposure parameters (e.g., intensity and exposure duration) for a thermal therapy shot (plurality of
bursts with intermittent imaging pulses (as shown in Fig. 3).
[0149] As shown in Figure 8C, together with Algorithm shown in Figure 8D, SA imaging can be used for defining target
and critical points (blocks 402) and STF imaging can be used for performing image-based refocusing (block 404) as
discussed with reference to Figures 8A-8B. In addition, the focal intensity at the target IT from knowledge of input electrical
power at the DC supply, the driver/DMUA efficiency, and average attenuation and reflection measurements based on
the path of the therapy beam in the target tissue volume can be estimated (block 404) (e.g., as set forth in Figure 8D,
lines 1-7). A sub-therapeutic beam with intensity level equal to a small fraction of the maximum available (e.g., 5-10
percent) and sub-second duration can be used together with STF imaging and thermal strain calculations at the target
points; allowing for estimation of the thermal response to the therapy beam (block 406) (e.g., as set forth in Figure 8D,
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lines 8-12). For example, the initial heating rate (IHR) can be computed (block 408), which allows for the design of the
therapeutic intensity level and intensity duration in situ (block 414). This, of course, is possible if the sub-therapeutic
temperature change is above the baseline (block 410) (e.g., due to tissue motion, vessel pulsation, breathing, etc.) If
the sub-therapeutic temperature change is not above the baseline (block 410) then the intensity of the sub-therapeutic
beam is increased (block 412) and used again with STF imaging (block 406) allowing for an estimate of the thermal
response to be generated (block 408). The process 400 can be designed to allow the measurement to be taken at the
lowest intensity level that allows for a reliable measurement of IHR. An estimate of the maximum achievable intensity
at the target location(s) can be obtained in situ. Once this value is estimated, the duration of the therapy exposure (made
up of a plurality of bursts) can be set to achieve the desired therapeutic endpoint for the given shot.
[0150] The flowchart shown in Figure 8C can also be used for identifying and refocusing on blood vessel walls,
especially arteries, as these produce distinct strain patterns due to pulsation. Image-based refocusing on blood vessel
can also be achieved using the process described with reference to Figures 8A-8B where testing the solution involves
real-time strain calculation (e.g., using M2D-mode or STF imaging).
[0151] DMUAs can also be used to estimate the cavitation threshold(s) at the target location(s) in real-time as described
with reference to the method 430 which is not part of the invention, shown in the flowchart of Figure 8E, together with
Algorithm shown in Figure 8F. In this case, for example, sub-therapeutic beams with sub-millisecond durations may be
used with progressively increasing peak pressure levels at the focus until we reach a level where the probability of a
new cavitation event per therapy burst is higher than a set threshold value. QB-mode imaging can be used to detect,
localize and characterize the cavitation activity at the HIFU focus and in the path of the therapy beam. In this application,
the DMUA concept has a unique advantage in the detection and localization of such events due to the high sensitivity
to events and echoes from the focal spot.
[0152] Of course, both strain imaging and QB-mode imaging can be run in parallel to allow the characterization of
mixed tissue response to the HIFU beam (e.g., thermal and mechanical). In this mode, which may be used by default
during the actual therapy sequence, the control image data (e.g., or control sequence) that changes the intensity, duration,
and spectral contents of the therapy bursts are derived from the multi-modal imaging (e.g., thermal and mechanical) in
parallel.
[0153] For example, as shown in the method 430 of Figure 8E, SA imaging may be used for defining target and critical
points (blocks 432) and STF imaging can be used for performing image-based refocusing (block 434) as discussed with
reference to Figures 8A-8B. In addition, the focal pressure at the target pT may be estimated (block 434) (e.g., as set
forth in Figure 8F, lines 1-7). A sub-therapeutic beam with pressure levels equal to a small fraction of the maximum
available (e.g., 5-10 percent) and sub-second duration can be used together with STF imaging and thermal strain
calculations at the target points; allowing for estimation of the pressure response to the therapy beam (block 436) (e.g.,
as set forth in Figure 8F, lines 7-9). Further, QB-mode imaging may be performed to characterize cavitation activity
(block 438) (e.g., as set forth in Figure 8F, lines 10-13). For example, where the probability of a new cavitation event is
higher than a set level, the estimated and test focal pressure allows for the design of the therapeutic pulses to be
generated (block 444). If the sub-therapeutic probability of a new cavitation event is lower than the set probability level
then the focal pressure of the sub-therapeutic beam is increased (block 442) and used again with STF imaging (block
406) in combination with the QB-mode imaging (block 438) to further test focal pressure estimates.

Example of Using Directivity Data in the Refocusing Process

[0154] As described below, experimental validation of an adaptive, image-based refocusing process using dual-mode
ultrasound arrays (DMUAs) in the presence of strongly scattering objects has been implemented (e.g., representative
of a noninvasive technique for therapeutic targeting of tumors seated in organs where the therapeutic beam is partially
obstructed by the ribcage, e.g., liver and kidney, such as shown in Figure 4B). The process takes advantage of the
imaging capabilities of DMUAs to identify the ribs and the intercostals within the path of the therapeutic beam to produce
a specified power deposition at the target while minimizing the exposure at the rib locations. This image-based refocusing
takes advantage of the inherent registration between the imaging and therapeutic coordinate systems of DMUAs in the
estimation of array directivity vectors at the target and rib locations. These directivity vectors may be used in solving a
constrained optimization problem allowing for adaptive refocusing, directing the acoustical energy through the intercos-
tals, and avoiding the rib locations.
[0155] Generally, the experimental validation study utilized a 1-MHz, 64-element DMUA in focusing through a block
of tissue-mimicking phantom [0.5 dB/(cm·MHz)] with embedded Plexiglas ribs. Single transmit focus (STF) images
obtained with the DMUA were used for image-guided selection of the critical and target points to be used for adaptive
refocusing. Experimental results showed that the echogenicity of the ribs in STF images provide feedback on the reduction
of power deposition at rib locations. This was confirmed by direct comparison of measured temperature rise and integrated
backscatter at the rib locations. Direct temperature measurements also confirmed the improved power deposition at the
target and the reduction in power deposition at the rib locations. Finally, a comparison was performed of the quality of
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the image-based adaptive refocusing process with a phase-conjugation solution obtained by direct measurement of the
complex pressures at the target location. The adaptive refocusing process achieved similar improvements in power
deposition at the target while achieving larger reduction of power deposition at the rib locations.
[0156] In this example, the problem of using DMUAs in targeting tumors in organs where the HIFU beam is partially
obstructed by the ribcage, e.g., liver and kidney tumors, is addressed. This is illustrated in Fig. 4B, which shows a
converging HIFU beam to a focal point in a liver tumor based on homogeneous field calculations. The challenge is to
achieve a specified therapeutic dose at the target focus (within the tumor) while minimizing high-power exposure to the
ribs. Heating of the ribs and their immediate surroundings is likely to be significantly higher than the normal tissue due
to increased absorption of the transmitted wave, increased reflection due to the impedance mismatch, and potential
mode conversion due to the tissue-solid interface. The latter could compound the heating problem due to high local
absorption of shear waves in the soft tissue (see, Haken, et al., "Effect of mode conversion on ultrasonic heating at
tissue interfaces," J. Ultrasound Med., vol. 11, pp. 393-405, 1992).
[0157] The approach to the problem as described herein takes advantage of the inherent registration between the
imaging and therapeutic coordinate systems of the DMUA by identifying (approximately) the rib and target locations
from gray-scale SA or STF images. Since the same beamforming parameters are used in imaging and therapy, the
estimate of the rib location is valid even in the presence of tissue aberrations. The DMUA element directivities at the rib
locations and the target are estimated from the beamforming parameters. From the element directivities, array directivity
vectors to the target and a set of critical points at the rib locations may be formed. The array directivity vectors provide
all the necessary information for solving the constrained optimization problem of finding the complex excitation vector
that achieves a specified power deposition level at the target while minimizing the power deposition at the critical points.
The complex array excitation vector is used to compute the delay profiles necessary to obtain STF images of the treatment
region at diagnostic levels. Backscatter from the rib locations in response to these test patterns provides feedback on
the success of the refocusing algorithm in reducing the incident power at the rib locations.
[0158] DMUA imaging is important to both the identification of the critical points and the assessment of the quality of
the refocused beams in terms of minimizing the power deposition at these locations. The latter represents a unique
advantage of the approach described herein as STF imaging provides immediate feedback on the power deposition to
the critical points. The integrated backscatter from these locations can be obtained within the acquisition time of a single
STF frame time for a given test pattern (100-200 microseconds). This allows for the transmission and assessment of

multiple test patterns within very short intervals  (1 millisecond). Thus, it is possible to obtain this diagnostic-level
feedback without any significant interruption to the treatment protocol and at acquisition rates that will allow for motion
tracking in real time. Such image guidance cannot be matched by other forms of image guidance using separate diagnostic
imaging systems as the image guidance described herein provides key feedback features in terms of monitoring and
control of the HIFU beam directly at the target and any significant critical points in its path. However, other separate
diagnostic image-guidance systems in combination with the use of DMUA may also be used.
[0159] Dual-Mode Ultrasound Array Prototype for the Example. A 64-element, 1-MHz, linear concave array on a
spherical shell (100 mm radius) was designed and fabricated using HI-1 piezo-composite technology (Imasonic, Be-
sanc,on, France) (see, Fleury, et al., "New piezocomposite transducers for therapeutic ultrasound," in Proc. 2nd Int.
Symp. Ther. Ultrasound, 2002, vol. 1, pp. 428-436) for HIFU applications. Each element in the DMUA has an elevation
of 50 mm and pitch of 2.0 mm. The DMUA prototype has a low fnumber of 0.8 in order to maximize the array focusing
gain in the intended therapeutic operating field (ThxOF), and is sampled spatially at 1.33.3λ spacing in the lateral direction
that results in grating lobes (established through computer simulation), and are kept at least 25 dB below the focus for
every point within the ThxOF (see, Ebbini, et al., "Dual-mode ultrasound phased arrays for image-guided surgery,"
Ultrason. Imag., vol. 28, pp. 201-220, 2006; and Y. Wan and E. Ebbini, "Imaging with concave large-aperture therapeutic
ultrasound arrays using conventional synthetic-aperture beamforming," IEEE Trans.Ultrason.,Ferroelectr.,Freq. Control,
vol. 55, no. 8, pp. 1705- 1718, Aug. 2008). In therapeutic mode, the array has shown to produce up to 250 W with
efficiency ≈ 60% with a 37% bandwidth around the center frequency of 1.1 MHz (see, Ebbini, et al. (2006)). In pulse-
echo mode without matching, the DMUA has two predominant resonance frequencies at 1.1 and 2.1 MHz. These
characteristics are consistent with an earlier prototype that is described in Y. Wan and E. Ebbini, "Imaging with concave
large-aperture therapeutic ultrasound arrays using conventional synthetic-aperture beamforming," IEEE Trans.Ultra-
son.,Ferroelectr.,Freq.Control, vol. 55, no. 8, pp. 1705- 1718, Aug. 2008; and Simon, et al., "Combined ultrasound image
guidance and therapy using a therapeutic phased array," Med. Imag., vol. 3341, pp. 89-98, May 1998.
[0160] Instrumentation for the Example. A DMUA driver system was designed and built employing amplifier boards
and matching circuitry allowing for pulsed-wave (PW) and continuous-wave (CW) operation at 1 MHz. A Spartan3 field-
programmable gate array (FPGA) (XC3S200, Xilinx, Inc., San Jose, CA) was used to generate control signals and driving
patterns for the DMUA prototype. The current driver runs at a 300-MHz clock allowing for ≈0.0067 Vdc and 1.2° amplitude
and phase resolutions, respectively.
[0161] The DMUA elements were connected to a transmitter and a receiver through a diplexer and a 4 3 64 matrix



EP 2 579 944 B1

27

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

switch (Tektronix, Beaverton, OR). A pulser/receiver (Panametrics 5800, GE, Fairfield, CT) was connected to the receive
terminals on the matrix switch with the receiver connected to a 20-Msample/s 23-bit digitizer (E1437A, Agilent, Santa
Clara, CA). For field scan measurements, a hydrophone (TNU001A, NTR, Seattle, WA) was used with a 30-dB pream-
plifier connected to a three-stage position system. The instrumentation was controlled utilizing software developed in
MATLAB (Instrument Control Toolbox, Mathworks, Natick, MA).
[0162] Target Volume for the Example. To demonstrate the feasibility of the adaptive focusing method, a tissue-
mimicking phantom 300 with four embedded Plexiglas ribs 302 (9.25 mm in diameter) spaced 16 mm apart to simulate
the rib cage was designed as shown in Figure 9A. The phantom 300 measured 90 mm 3 70 mm 3 65 mm and was
fabricated from gelatin, glutaraldehyde, graphite, propanal, and water, as suggested in Nightingale, et al., "On the
feasibility of remote palpation using acoustic radiation force," J. Acoust. Soc. Amer., vol. 110, pp. 625-634, Jul. 2001.
The phantom served as an attenuating [0.45 dB/(MHz·cm)] speckle-generating medium. The phantom is 2-D due to the
nature of the 1-D 64-element array used to image and provide therapy. A 1.5-mm-diameter needle thermocouple 304
(OMEGA Engineering, Stamford, CT) was used as a target in the ThxOF of the DMUA 306 with an additional 1.5mm
needle thermocouple(s) placed on the rib(s) in the simulated rib cage. The thermocouple measurements were taken at
a rate of 200 Hz using a data acquisition unit (34970A, Agilent, Santa Clara, CA).
[0163] Image Formation for the Example. B-mode images of the phantom were formed using SA beamforming and
STF imaging. STF images were taken before and after employing the refocusing algorithm using the setup described
in this Example.

1) Synthetic Aperture Imaging: SA images were obtained by using the full SA technique with two-way (transmit-and-
receive) dynamic focusing (see, K. Thomenius, "Evolution of ultrasound beamformers," in Proc. IEEE Ultrason.
Symp., 1996, pp. 1615-1622). The SA images are among the highest quality conventional image from any given
array (see, Thomenius, (1996)). The echo signal from each pixel location is computed as described in Yao, et al.,
"Enhanced lesion visualization in image-guided noninvasive surgery with ultrasound phased arrays," in Proc. 23rd
Annu. Int. Conf. IEEE Eng, Med. Biol. Soc., Oct. 2001, vol. 3, pp. 2492-2495.

where c is the speed of sound, Ai and Bj are, respectively, the transmit and receive apodization weights, Rip and
Rjp are, respectively, the distances from the transmitting and receiving elements to the image pixel P, and si,j (t) is
the echo received by element j when transmitting with element i.
2) Single Transmit Focus Imaging: STF imaging is a modified version of Equation (1) where the imaging is performed
with the pulsed (one to two cycles duration) therapeutic beam as the transmit imaging focus at diagnostic intensity
levels. To form a 2-D image throughout the DMUA imaging field of view, dynamic receive focusing is used, which
in a uniform speckle region amounts to imaging the therapeutic beam. This imaging mode allows for the visualization
(and possible characterization) of strongly scattering objects in the path of the HIFU beam (e.g., bone) at safe
diagnostic levels. It provides an imaging method for surveying the treatment volume at diagnostic levels before the
therapeutic HIFU beam is applied. The image formation equation for STF images is as follows:

where sj is the received waveform at element j, and Rwp is the minimum distance between the leading edge of the
converging wavefront of the STF and pixel P at the time t = 0. All other quantities are the same as their counterparts
in Equation (1).

[0164] Adaptive Refocusing Algorithm Design for the Example. The B-mode image provides feedback for the deter-
mination of target and critical points. The objective of adaptive focusing is to maximize the array intensity gain at a target
point(s) rT, while minimizing across a set of critical points rC (i), i = 1, 2, ...,Mc. This becomes an optimization problem,
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which can be solved using Lagrange multipliers or a regularized minimum-norm least squares solution (see, Botros, et
al., "Two-step hybrid virtual array-ray (var) technique for focusing through the rib cage," IEEE Trans. Ultrason., Ferroe-
lectr., Freq. Control, vol. 45, no. 4, pp. 989-1000, Jul. 1998) utilizing the pseudoinverse method (see, E. Ebbini, "Deep
localized hyperthermia with ultrasound phased arrays using the pseudoinverse pattern synthesis method," Ph.D. dis-
sertation, Univ. Illinois, Urbana, 1990). In order to solve the optimization problem, the element directivities at the target
and critical points must be known. This is generally not the case without direct measurements (e.g., using implantable
hydrophones) or detailed computational models for wave propagation in inhomogeneous media. However, these direc-
tivities can be estimated from the beamforming parameters used in forming STF or SA images of the treatment region.
From these measurements, we define a vector ht from the N-element array to the target location(s) by the array directivity

vectors hk(rT), k = 1, 2,...,N

[0165] Likewise, vectors from the array to each critical location hi are defined by the array directivity vectors. A matrix
HC is the collection of these vectors from the critical locations

[0166] The weighting matrix WC is formed with the matrix of critical directivity vectors and an appropriately chosen
regularization parameter γ as follows:

[0167] The selection of γ was the smallest nonzero singular value of the singular value decomposition of HC. This
leads to the optimal complex array excitation vector for the weighted minimum norm solution as follows:

where p0 is the specified complex pressure at the target. Note that, for a single focus at the target, p0 is a scalar and

 is a row vector. For the multiple-focus case, these will be expressed as a vector of complex pressures and a
matrix of element directivity vectors, respectively.
[0168] As outlined previously in this Example, the element directivity vectors at the target and critical points can be
estimated from the beamforming parameters in the imaging mode. Either SA or STF imaging can be used to estimate
these quantities from the imaging coordinates. STF imaging is used in the assessment of the reduction of power deposition
at the critical points.
[0169] RESULTS of Example. The results may be described with respect to three aspects 1) the identification of the
target and critical points from SA or STF images and the application of the adaptive refocusing algorithm; direct tem-
perature measurements at the target and rib locations are used to assess the resulting changes in power deposition; 2)
the use of STF imaging to provide feedback about the power deposition to the ribs upon refocusing; experimental results
relating the integrated back scatter from rib locations to the directly measured temperatures are presented; and 3)
acoustic characterization of the HIFU beam distribution at the DMUA surface, rib plane, and target plane. The results
of the image-based refocusing algorithm are compared with the results of refocusing based on direct hydrophone meas-
urements of the element directivities at the target location. These results demonstrate that our refocusing algorithm
produces well-behaved field patterns with well-behaved array excitation vectors, i.e., the inverse problem solved by
Equation (6) is well posed.

1) Image Guidance: Figure 9B shows the SA image (50 dB) of the phantom with the target at the geometric focus
(0 mm lateral, 100 mm axial) with the ribs 302 visible at an axial distance of 55 mm. Note that the application of the
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algorithm does not require a strong scatterer at the target location. A thermocouple 304 is used as a scatterer at
the target location to demonstrate the relation between changes in echogenicity and temperature change upon
refocusing. It is interesting to note that the image of the target in this image appears quite diffuse with high lateral
sidelobes. This is due to beam distortions that were not taken into account in the SA beamforming algorithm.
Compared to the image of the target in the absence of the ribs (not shown), this distortion is quite pronounced as
one might expect. Nonetheless, the image suggests that the DMUA still achieves certain level of focusing around
the target. Based on the image shown, four critical points at the (approximate) center of each rib were chosen in
addition to the target point. The matrix HC was formed by using the array directivity vectors in the vicinity of each

critical point. Specifically, for each critical point, we have computed the array directivity vectors for a set of points
covering the extent of the corresponding rib in the lateral direction with spatial sampling of λ/2, where λ is the

operating wavelength in the soft tissue (1.5mmin this case). The array directivity vector at the target  is also
obtained from the beamforming parameters at the target point, i.e., without correcting for the inhomogeneity presented
by the ribs.
The estimated array directivity vectors were used to refocus the DMUA at the target in the presence of the ribs.
Before applying the HIFU beam for therapeutic heating, the DMUA was driven with a diagnostic-level excitation
vector resulting from Equation (6) in the pulse mode to obtain STF images of the target medium upon refocusing.
Figure 9C shows STF images (50 dB) of the target region and the ribs using: 1) the geometrically focused HIFU
beam (assuming homogeneous medium) and 2) the refocused HIFU beam according to Equation (6). The two
images are normalized to the same maximum intensity for comparison purposes. One can see that the echogenicity
of the ribs is lower in the refocused image with respect to the echogenicity of the target.
Figure 9D further illustrates the change in relative echogenicity at the middle rib locations upon refocusing. The line
plots show the echogenicity profiles along an axial line through the target (Figure 9D(a)) and two axial lines through
the two central ribs (Figure 9D(b) and 9D(c)). The solid lines are obtained from the image in Figure 9C(a) and the
dashed lines are obtained from Fig. 9C(b). The results clearly show that while the relative echogenicity of the target
is the same for both HIFU beams, the echogenicity of the ribs drops measurably (6-10 dB) upon refocusing. This
result suggests that STF imaging can be used as an early indicator of the success of the refocusing algorithm in
lowering the power deposition at the rib locations.
To further demonstrate the usefulness of the feedback provided by the STF imaging using diagnostic-level HIFU
beams, a summary of the experimental results of refocusing when targeting points 5 and 10 mm laterally off the
DMUA geometric center is also shown below.

2) Direct Temperature Measurements: Temperature measurements were taken at the target and rib location(s)
before, during, and after a 4-s HIFU exposure. This was done for both the geometrically steered and refocused
driving patterns for all three target locations given before. For each case, the dc power delivered to the DMUA was
normalized for the adaptively and geometrically focused driving patterns. Furthermore, to show repeatability, each
measurement was taken a minimum of five times. The results shown in Fig. 9E show a comparison of normalized
temperature change (and variance) at the target and one rib location for the geometrically focused and adaptively
refocused driving patterns when the target is at the geometric focus. The temperatures are normalized with respect
to the maximum temperature at the target resulting from the geometrically focused HIFU beam. One can see that
using the refocused HIFU beam increased the temperature at the target by 65%. At the same time, it decreased
the temperature at the rib by nearly 80%. In this case, the target to rib temperature ratio TT /Trib was increased from
0.94 to 6.1. The Table of Figure 9F shows the relative temperature change across both the middle ribs as well as
at the target location for the cases when the target point is located at (5, 100) and (10, 100) mm, respectively. These
results show that the relative temperature increase at the target upon refocusing varies depending on the location
of the target with respect to the ribs. Similarly, the degree of relative decrease in temperature at the ribs also varies
for the different cases. It is, however, important to note that the trends shown by these results are quite general in
that the application of the adaptive refocusing always results in increasing the power deposition at the target and
reduction in power deposition at the ribs.

3) Summary of Temperature and Echogenicity Changes: The STF imaging results shown before suggest that chang-
es in the echogenicity at the target and rib locations upon adaptive refocusing agree with the measured temperature
changes at these locations. The Table of Figure 9F summarizes these changes in terms of the temperature ratio
TT/Trib for each case. The measured echogenicity from the normalized STF images for each case is also reported.
For the adaptive refocusing cases, the relative change in target to rib echogenicity in decibels is also shown to be
defined as follows:
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where ETG(ERG) and ETR(ERR) are the integrated backscatter values from the target (rib) location due to the geometrically

focused and the adaptively refocused HIFU beams. The integrated backscatter measurement is formed from the average
of five beamformed A-lines centered at the location of interest. One can see that the relative changes in echogenicity
appear to have the same trend as the relative changes in temperature ratios. While this is currently not a quantitative
measurement, it suggests a monotonic relationship between temperature change (a measure of power deposition) and
the integrated backscatter. This relationship allows the use of STF to provide immediate feedback from the target and
rib locations on the increase/decrease in power deposition upon refocusing. Given that the frame times of STF imaging
is in the 100-200 microsecond range, this form of feedback allows for testing multiple refocused beams during very short

intervals on the order of  (1 millisecond) and choose the best in terms of increasing power deposition at the target
while decreasing the power deposition at the rib locations in the path of the HIFU beam.
[0170] Image-Based Feedback on Changes in Power Deposition for the Example. The selection of the critical points
from gray-scale images involves some level of uncertainty due to the following reasons. 1) The lateral resolution of the
imaging system is limited (1.2 mm for the DMUA prototype used). 2) The geometry of the obstacle with respect to the
DMUA produces angular scattering functions that may obscure the shape of the obstacle. This is especially true for our
DMUA, which has poor axial resolution of ≈2.6 mm. As can be seen from the images shown before, even a strongly
scattering object appears amorphous, especially in STF images. 3) The surrounding speckle from the soft tissue may
drown the echoes from the obstacle, except for the strongest specular reflection. This is clearly the case in STF images,
but is less so in the SA image shown, which appears to capture the top surface of the ribs.
[0171] Due to the aforementioned reasons, it may be necessary to test several "refocused" HIFU beams accounting
for the uncertainty in the obstacle locations. To demonstrate this, the estimated position of the critical points associated
with one of the middle ribs when focusing at (5, 100) mm was varied. The critical point corresponding to the right rib was
used and its position varied by 60.5 and 61 mm. Equation (6) was used to find the excitation vector corresponding to
each one of these critical points. These excitation vectors were used to obtain six STF images of the treatment region
to measure the changes in rib echogenicity corresponding to each driving vector. Finally, the different excitation vectors
in the 4-s therapeutic mode described before were applied and the resulting temperature profiles at the target and the
rib were recorded. The results demonstrated the feasibility of using STF imaging for providing feedback on reduction/in-
crease in power deposition at a given obstacle resulting from the use of different HIFU beams in focusing at a specific
target. This feedback is practically instantaneous. For example, all six STF images can be obtained in approximately
900 microseconds. With dedicated beamforming and image processing hardware/software, it is possible to select the
most appropriate pattern (in terms of maximum power deposition at the target with minimum power deposition at the
critical point) within milliseconds. This will have negligible effect on the treatment protocol and will still allow for real-time
treatment control, including motion tracking.
[0172] Acoustic Field Characterization for the Example. Additional insight on the workings of the refocusing algorithm
was provided by direct measurement of the acoustic field profiles in the rib and target planes for different HIFU excitation
vectors in the presence of the ribs. To do this, the ribs were placed in front of the DMUA, as shown in Figure 4B, without
the speckle-generating phantom present. A needle hydrophone was used to measure the intensity profiles directly behind
the ribs (as seen from the DMUA) and in the target plane in degassed water (3 ppm dissolved oxygen). Three HIFU
beams were used: 1) a geometrically focused beam (0, 100); 2) an adaptively focused beam using (6); and 3) a phase-
conjugation solution obtained by measuring the complex pressures from the DMUA elements at the target location.
Phase conjugation is the spatial matched-filter solution (see, Seip, et al., "Dynamic focusing in ultrasound hyperthermia
treatments using implantable hydrophone arrays," IEEE Trans. Ultrason., Ferroelectr., Freq. Control, vol. 41, no. 5, pp.
706-713, Sep. 1994), which maximizes the array gain at the measurement point. This measurement amounts to measuring
the DMUA element directivities directly at the target point. This is the CW equivalent of the time-reversal solution previously
proposed (see, Aubry, et al., "Transcostal high-intensity-focused ultrasound: Ex vivo adaptive focusing feasibility study,"
Phys. Med. Biol., vol. 53, pp. 2937-2951, 2008; M. Fink, "Time reversal of ultrasonic fields. I. basic principles," IEEE
Trans. Ultrason., Ferroelectr., Freq. Control, vol. 39, no. 5, pp. 555-566, Sep. 1992; Wu, et al., "Time reversal of ultrasonic
fields. II. Experimental results," IEEE Trans. Ultrason., Ferroelectr., Freq. Control, vol. 39, no. 5, pp. 567-578, Sep. 1992;
and Prada, et al., "The iterative time reversal process: Analysis of the convergence," J. Acoust. Soc. Amer., vol. 95, pp.
62-71, 1995). This solution may serve as a standard for the refocusing problem described in this paper as it incorporates
the full knowledge of the array directivity at the target (subject to measurement error).
[0173] Figure 9G shows the results of this experiment for the three driving patterns. Figure 9G1 shows the focal plane



EP 2 579 944 B1

31

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

intensity profiles for the geometrically focused (solid), the adaptively refocused (dotted), and the phase-conjugation
refocused (dashed-dotted) HIFU beams. The intensity profiles just behind the ribs (as seen from the DMUA) are shown
in Figure 9G2. All patterns are normalized with respect to the peak intensity of the geometrically focused HIFU beam in
the focal plane. One can see that both the adaptively refocused and the phase-conjugation refocused HIFU beams
nearly double the focal intensity for the same dc power input to the DMUA. This is a significant improvement in the array
gain compensating for the effects of the ribs. Comparison between the two refocused beam profiles not only shows the
general agreement between them, but also reveals some subtle differences. In particular, the adaptively refocused HIFU
beam relies more on the intercostals in producing the focused field at the target while the phase-conjugation refocused
HIFU beam appears to allow for relatively higher partial transmission through the ribs, as shown in Figure 9G1. The
relative distributions of power in the rib plane due to the different refocusing algorithms must be compared in terms of
their ability to achieve the specified therapeutic endpoint at the target while minimizing the heating of both the ribs and
the intercostals. One embodiment of the adaptive refocusing approach described herein is based on treating the ribs as
critical structures where the power deposition is to be minimized, thus favoring the transmission through the intercostals.
This criterion can be modified to allow for some partial transmission through the ribs if it is determined that it will be safe
to do so at power levels necessary to achieve a specified intensity gain at the target.
[0174] Comparing the focal plane intensity profiles, one observes increased grating lobe levels for all three patterns,
but especially for the adaptively refocused HIFU beam. These grating lobes are not due to the DMUA elements sampling.
They are due to the presence of a "virtual array" in the intercostals due to the partial blocking of the HIFU beams by the
ribs. The height of the grating lobes can be explained by the relative level of partial blocking.
[0175] Finally, examination of the typical magnitude and phase distributions of the DMUA excitation vector resulting
from the application of adaptive refocusing according to Equation was also performed. These distributions resulted from
refocusing the DMUA at (5, 100) mm in the presence of the Plexiglas ribs as described before. All the array elements
were activated, even those elements shadowed by the ribs. This is due to the fact that all elements are needed to obtain
the highest level of destructive interference at the rib locations while maximizing constructive interference at the target.
Further, the adaptive refocusing based on Equation (6) was compared with a ray tracing solution, which shuts off the
DMUA shadowed by the ribs. The results have shown that the ray tracing solution consistently results in higher power
deposition at the rib location. Therefore, our adaptive refocusing algorithm intelligently uses all the degrees of freedom
(DMUA elements) to meet the constraints at the target while minimizing the power deposition at the ribs.
[0176] DISCUSSION regarding the Example. The results of the Example are applicable to practical applications based
on imaging with DMUAs. It has been shown that DMUA imaging in the tissue and speckle-generating quality assurance
phantoms produces images that can be compared with those obtained using diagnostic scanners with the following
differences. 1) A typical DMUA with 30% fractional bandwidth produces images with axial resolution of approximately
2.6 mm, which is significantly poorer than diagnostic probes (generally in the submillimeter range). 2) Due to their large
aperture and concave geometry, DMUAs produce excellent lateral resolution typically around 1 mm. DMUA image quality
can be improved using coded excitation and pulse compression inverse filtering together with explicit accounting to
some of the element and array geometry in beamforming. However, even without these improvements, the feasibility of
identifying strongly scattering structures like the ribs, even when they are embedded in tissue-mimicking phantoms has
been demonstrated. Both our SA and STF imaging have been largely based on conventional beamforming, and therefore
represent a form of backscatter imaging. With the large-aperture array, SA imaging captures the proximal edge of the
ribs, which may allow for reasonable selection of the critical points associated with each obstacle and its extent from
the specular reflections. STF images, on the other hand, currently do not capture the geometry of the obstacle, but only
the critical point obtained from the dominant specular reflection. This can be appreciated by comparing the specular
reflections from the ribs in the SA image in Figure 9B and the STF image in Figures 9C. One can see a more contiguous
specular reflection from the proximal edge of each rib in the SA image as compared to the spot-like specular reflections
in the STF image. In practice, this may mean that one may use SA imaging for the initial survey of the scene to estimate
the extent of each obstacle and perform the real-time tracking of the critical point associated with each obstacle using
STF imaging. As illustrated herein, uncertainty in the location of the critical point can be overcome by using several test
patterns and choosing the one that minimizes the backscatter from the rib location.
[0177] The adaptive refocusing algorithm discussed herein achieves a specified power level at the target while mini-
mizing the power level at the ribs. Comparisons with the phase-conjugation method for refocusing show that both
approaches improve the DMUA focusing gain at the target and direct the power flow into the intercostals with minimum
differences. These differences primarily stem from the different levels of partial transmission through the ribs, but may
be attributed to other factors. For example, the adaptive refocusing method uses the uncorrected array directivity vector
hT as opposed to the measured directivity vector used by the phase conjugation method.
[0178] There are several variations on the current adaptive refocusing algorithm that may be used. For example, a
two-step procedure that performs the synthesis problem in the soft tissue first from a virtual array within the intercostals
to the target followed by a second synthesis problem from the physical DMUA to the virtual array. This approach will
also allow one to incorporate the partial transmission through the ribs as part of the optimization problem (by extending
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the virtual array to the distal edges of the ribs). In order to do this meaningfully, however, this approach needs to be
developed along with a reliable forward scattering model phase and amplitude distortions due to propagation through
bone. The two-step approach may also useful in designing (or configuring) an appropriate DMUA for a given target
(defined by the tumor depth and size) and an available discontinuous acoustical window.
[0179] Experimental verification of an image based, adaptive transthoracic refocusing algorithm has been described
for improved therapeutic targeting of tumors in organs where the HIFU beam is partially obstructed by the ribcage. The
results have demonstrated the feasibility of controlling the flow of acoustical power through the intercostals to achieve
a specified level of power deposition at the target while minimizing the power deposition at the ribs (e.g., critical points).
We have also shown that gray-scale STF images provide suitable feedback on the improved quality of the adaptively
refocused HIFU beams in terms of lowering the power deposition at the rib locations. This form of feedback is fast
(100-200 ms per STF frame) and spatially accurate, especially at the proximal side of the ribs. This allows for several
HIFU beams targeting the same point to be tested at sub-therapeutic levels below 1 ms to determine which beam
produces minimal heating of the ribs in the path of the HIFU beam. In addition, linear and nonlinear imaging methods
using DMUAs can be used to assess tissue response to HIFU lesion formation. Therefore, DMUA imaging provides the
necessary feedback to refocus HIFU beams in the presence of strongly scattering structures as well as the assessment
of the target tissue to the application of the HIFU beam. This feedback is valuable due to the inherent registration between
the imaging and therapeutic coordinate systems for DMUAs (e.g., useful for providing noninvasive, image-guided sur-
gery).

Example of Using Thermal response data in the Refocusing Process

[0180] As described below, a system for the real-time generation and control of multiple-focus ultrasound phased-
array heating patterns is presented. Generally, the system employs a 1-MHz, 64-element array and driving electronics
capable of fine spatial and temporal control of the heating pattern. The driver is integrated with a real-time 2D temperature
imaging system implemented on a commercial scanner. The coordinates of the temperature control points are defined
on B-mode guidance images from the scanner, together with the temperature set points and controller parameters. The
temperature at each point is controlled by an independent proportional, integral, and derivative (PID) controller that
determines the focal intensity at that point. Optimal multiple-focus synthesis is applied to generate the desired heating
pattern at the control points. The controller dynamically reallocates the power available among the foci from the shared
power supply upon reaching the desired temperature at each control point. Furthermore, anti-windup compensation is
implemented at each control point to improve the system dynamics. In vitro experiments in tissue mimicking phantom
demonstrate the robustness of the controllers for short (2 - 5 sec) and longer multiple-focus HIFU exposures. Thermo-
couple measurements in the vicinity of the control points confirm the dynamics of the temperature variations obtained
through noninvasive feedback.
[0181] Phased array applicators offer unparalleled level of spatial and temporal control over the heating pattern,
including simultaneous heating at multiple-focus locations. This has many potential advantages in thermal therapy,
including reduction in treatment time, improved localization of therapeutic effects to the target volume, compensating
for heterogeneous blood perfusion, etc. Phased array drivers are capable of dynamic control of heating patterns using
a variety of man-machine interfaces with millisecond resolution. Real-time temperature control algorithms with spatial
and temporal resolutions matching those of the drivers are used to realize the full potential of phased array technology
in thermal therapy. Furthermore, to preserve the noninvasive nature of the treatment, the algorithm utilizes a noninvasive
method for measuring temperature change within the treatment volume.
[0182] Various ultrasound thermography methods may be used. For example, a speckle tracking based method im-
plemented in real-time using a diagnostic scanner and general-purpose graphics processing unit (GPGPU) may be
used. In addition, real-time control of a 64-element dual-mode ultrasound array (DMUA) system may be accomplished.
For example, a temperature imaging system may be integrated with the DMUA driver allowing for the selection of multiple
temperature control points within a treatment volume (as seen on the B-mode real-time images). The spatially distributed
feedback available through noninvasive real-time ultrasound thermography allows for real-time control of spatially dis-
tributed multiple-focus phased-array heating patterns.
[0183] As described in this example, an ultrasound phased array system for image-guided thermal therapy applications
with illustrative examples of multiple-focus heating patterns is provided. Further, a multipoint (multiple-focus) control
algorithm with emphasis on multiple-focus heating patterns is provided. In particular, an implementation is described of
dynamic power reallocation among different focal points upon reaching set points. Examples of long-exposure (used in
hyperthermia) and short-exposure (used in ablative therapy) multiple-focus patterns are given and their potential appli-
cations are discussed.
[0184] Experiment Setup for the Example. The setup shown in Figure 10A was used to generate the results presented
herein for this example. A 1-MHz, 64-element ultrasound phased array 350 was used for generating single and multiple
focus heating patterns (Imasonic, Inc., Voray sur lOgnon, France). A tissue mimicking phantom 352 fabricated according
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to the procedure described in Nightingale, et al., "On the feasibility of remote palpation using acoustic radiation force,"
J. Acoust. Soc. Amer., vol. 110, pp. 625-634, Jul. 2001 was used as a target. A linear array imaging probe 354 (LA14-5)
was used to acquire ultrasound images for guidance and noninvasive thermography. A needle thermocouple 356
(TMQSS-020U-6) was used to monitor the temperature rise in the phantom in response to the array heating patterns.
The needle shaft was carefully positioned at the boundary of the imaging slice to minimize distortion of the RF data
collected using the imaging probe 354.

1) Array Driver and Control System: The therapeutic array driver employs a 1000 W programmable DC power supply
(Agilent 6030A). The supply is capable of providing DC voltage, VDC of up to 200 V and a maximum current up to
17 A (within the 1000 W limit). The DC supply feeds the 64-channel amplifier driving the array elements through
series matching inductors (an updated version of the system described in ES Ebbini and CA Cain, "Experimental
evaluation of a prototype cylindrical section ultrasound hyperthermia phased-array applicator," IEEE TRANSAC-
TIONS ON ULTRASONICS FERROELECTRICS AND FREQUENCY CONTROL, vol. 38, no. 5, pp. 510-520, SEP
1991. The supply voltage, together with the matching circuit and the power factor of a given array element, determine
the maximum particle velocity achieved on the surface of that element, Umax. The current drawn from the supply is
determined by the amplitude distribution of the active array channels. This is subject to the maximum current limitation,
a user-specified value up to 17 A for the DC supply used in these experiments. The instantaneous current value
supplied by the Agilent 6030A was interrogated during each heating experiment at a sampling rate of 12.5 Hz with
time stamp information. For the experiments described in this example, VDC was set to achieve a desired heating
rate at a given control point in the heating pattern, e.g., 1_C/s for typical long exposure experiment. This may be
adjusted up or down to meet certain requirements on the heating rate as may be dictated by the application, e.g.
slower values in drug activation and larger values in high-temperature applications.
2) Multiple-focus Synthesis: Phase and amplitude control is achieved through a 200-MHz FPGA-based digital control
circuit (see, Ebbini, et al., "Dual-mode ultrasound arrays for image-guided surgery," Ultrasonic Imaging, vol. 28, pp.
65 - 82, Apr. 2006) allowing for 0.01VDC and 1.8° amplitude and phase resolution, respectively. The phase and
amplitude distributions are obtained using the optimal pattern synthesis method introduced in ES Ebbini and CA
Cain, "Multiple-focus ultrasound phased array pattern synthesis - Optimal driving signal distributions for hyperther-
mia," IEEE TRANSACTIONS ON ULTRASONICS FERROELECTRICS AND FREQUENCY CONTROL, vol. 36,
no. 5, pp. 540-548, SEP 1989. The weighted minimum-norm solution described in ES Ebbini and CA Cain (1989)
was used to obtain an equal-magnitude distribution, which achieves the highest driving efficiency from the DC supply.
Mathematically, the pressures at a set of M control points are specified as the vector p = [p1 p2... pM]’, where [Ù]’
indicates matrix (vector) transpose. For an N-element array, an M x N matrix propagation operator, H, is defined
with the mth element defining the directivity of the nth array element at the mth control point. The N- element array
excitation vector is obtained through a weighted minimum-norm solution, [223] 

where W is a positive definite weighting matrix with [Ù]’ and [·]† representing, respectively, the Hermitian transpose
and the regularized pseudo inverse.

Temperature Measurements for the Example

[0185]

1) Direct Measurements: A needle thermocouple (Omega, Stamford, Connecticut) connected to a GPIB-controlled
data acquisition system (Agilent 34970A) was used to directly measure the temperature at one of the control points
for verification purposes. The needle shaft was inserted into the phantom in parallel to both the imaging and thera-
peutic array faces. It was carefully placed at the edge of the imaging slice of the diagnostic system with the junction
just past the (geometric) focal plane of the therapeutic array. The raw thermocouple readings were acquired at a
rate of 100 Hz and stored in the Agilent 34970A buffer. The sampled data was uploaded to the controlling workstation
at the conclusion of each heating experiment. The thermocouple data shown in the Results of this example below
are filtered using an 8-point moving average.

2) Noninvasive Thermography: the LA14-5 linear array probe on the Sonix RP was used to acquire 2D RF data in
real-time. The system described in D. Liu and E.S. Ebbini, "Real-Time 2-D Temperature Imaging Using Ultrasound,"
IEEE TRANSACTIONS ON BIOMEDICAL ENGINEERING, vol. 57, no. 1, pp. 12-16, JAN 2010 was used to obtain
2D temperature change images at 99 fps. The estimated temperature values were determined based on the measured
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material properties of the tissue-mimicking phantom used according to the algorithm described in Simon, et al.,
"Two-dimensional temperature estimation using diagnostic ultrasound," IEEE Trans. Ultrason., Ferroelect., Freq.
Contr., vol. 45, pp. 989-1000, July 1998; and Liu and Ebbini, (2010). The temperature imaging equation used:

where α = (∂d(T)/∂T)/d(T) and β = (∂c(T)/∂T)/(T). For the phantom material used to obtain the experimental results
shown in this example, Figure 10C shows the speed of sound vs. temperature curves used to determine the material
constant suggested in Simon et al. (1998). This result shows that the temperature dependence of the speed of
sound in the phantom material is consistent with many in vitro tissues.

[0186] Real-time Feedback Control for the Example. For the experiment setup described in Figure 10A, the coordinates
of the control points (e.g., target points for focus of therapy) were placed on the line of intersection between the imaging
(xz) and therapeutic (xy) planes. Two control points or foci were defined for each heating experiment to illustrate the
operation of real-time temperature control, but the methods described herein apply to larger number of foci. A proportional
integral (PI) controller represented by the block diagram shown in Figure 10D was used to determine the power level at
each control point. Anti-windup compensation was implemented digitally using a limiter in the integral component path
as shown in Figure 10D. It functions by preventing the integral term from accumulating above or below pre-determined
bounds (see, C. Bohn and D.P. Atherton, "An analysis package comparing pid antiwindup strategies," Control Systems
Magazine, IEEE, vol. 15, no. 2, pp. 34 -40, Apr. 1995). This technique is widely used in conjunction with PI control
applications where the control output (CO) values are subject to upper or lower limits, or both. In this case, the CO
cannot be negative, which sets a lower limit of zero. In addition, the power delivered to any control point is limited by a
maximum value determined by the available power at the supply and/or power allocation scheme to the individual control
points. The set point temperatures at the control points can be defined independently as long as the control points are
sufficiently spaced. There are two factors guiding the judicious choice of control points: 1) The conditioning of the
propagation operator in Equation (1) (see, E. Ebbini, Deep Localized Hyperthermia with Ultrasound Phased Arrays Using
the Psudoinverse Pattern Synthesis Method, Ph.D. thesis, University of Illinois, 1990), and 2) the thermal properties of
the medium, together with the duration of the heating. It should be noted that the multipoint control algorithm described
herein is fundamentally different from the control algorithm described in Seip, et al., "Noninvasive real-time multipoint
temperature control for ultrasound phased array treatments," IEEE TRANSACTIONS ON ULTRASONICS FERROE-
LECTRICS AND FREQUENCY CONTROL, vol. 43, no. 6, pp. 1063-1073, NOV 1996 (which describes an algorithm for
multipoint temperature control by changing the dwell times of precomputed single- or multiple-focus patterns, i.e. no
modification of the driving signal distributions). In this example, the real-time control of multiple-focus heating patterns
by resynthesizing the heating patterns according the demand of the PID controllers associated with the control points
is described. This mode is well-suited for the relatively short exposures used in ablative thermal therapies.

1) Efficient Generation of Multiple-Focus Heating Patterns: As discussed in Ebbini and Cain, "Multiple-focus ultra-
sound phased array pattern synthesis - Optimal driving signal distributions for hyperthermia," IEEE TRANSACTIONS
ON ULTRASONICS FERROELECTRICS AND FREQUENCY CONTROL, vol. 36, no. 5, pp. 540-548, SEP 1989,
the pseudo inverse solution to the pattern synthesis problem often results in driving signal vectors with variable
amplitude distribution. This may limit the power deposition at the focal spots when the voltage across some of the
array elements is at or near the maximum value determined by VDC and the matching circuit topology (see, Ebbini
and Cain, "Experimental evaluation of a prototype cylindrical section ultrasound hyperthermia phased-array appli-
cator," IEEE TRANSACTIONS ON ULTRASONICS FERROELECTRICS AND FREQUENCY CONTROL, vol. 38,
no. 5, pp. 510-520, SEP 1991). The weighting algorithm described in Ebbini and Cain (1989) allows for compressing
the dynamic range of the magnitude distribution to improve the array driving efficiency defined by

where Umax is the maximum achievable value of the driving signal on the surface of the array. A maximum efficiency



EP 2 579 944 B1

35

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

of 100% indicates equal-amplitude (or phase-only) synthesis, which is highly desirable provided the phase distribution
does not result in evanescent modes on the surface of the array. It is shown in Ebbini and Cain (1989) that the
improved efficiency achieved using the iterative weighting algorithm results in corresponding improvement in power
deposition at the foci.
2) Dynamic Power Reallocation: The multiple-focus synthesis problem, as given in Equation (1), gives the complex
particle velocities at the surface of the array elements in terms of the specified complex pressures at the control
points. The complex pressures at the control points can be determined from the desired initial heating rate at the
mth point,

where ρ, c, C and α are the density, speed of sound, specific heat, and absorption, respectively. The complex particle
velocity distribution obtained using Equation (1) is directly related to the terminal voltage, which determines the current
supplied by the DC supply to the amplifier circuits driving the array elements. The maximum particle velocity, Umax may
be determined by the transducer technology. For example, the therapeutic array described in this example is designed
to provide a maximum surface intensity of 5 W/cm2. The driving circuitry may limit the maximum achievable particle
velocity, e.g. saturation current in matching inductors or current limitation of the amplifier transistors. Finally, the DC
supply may limit the total current supplied to the array driver. For these reasons, Umax must be predetermined based
on the requirements of the therapy and the capabilities and/or limitations of the driving circuitry.
[0187] Knowledge of the initial heating rate and approximate tissue properties in the treatment region, together with
the propagation model allow for the computation of the needed power deposition at each focal spot. Assuming an initial
power distribution among the control points (e.g. equal distribution), the total acoustic power requirement can be deter-
mined. The DC supply power can be determined from the acoustic power and the efficiency of the driving circuitry. For
the system used in this example, VDC and IDCmax are set on the DC supply at the outset of the heating experiment. This
defines the available DC power, which will not be exceeded during the experiment.
[0188] The above considerations, coupled with the PID control strategy at the individual control points, necessitate a
dynamic power reallocation strategy for minimizing the time to reach the set point temperatures. Simply stated, the
controller needs to be aware of the power requirement for each focus to maximize the heating rate at the points that
have not yet reached the set point temperatures. Once a set point temperature has been reached, the power delivered
to the focus controlling it can be significantly reduced, leaving a larger fraction of the supply power to be directed to the
remaining foci controlling points below their set point temperatures.
[0189] The logic driving the dynamic power reallocation while the PID controllers are active relies on testing the truth
of the statement "All set point temperatures have been reached" (block 372 of Figure 10E). This determines the output
of the PID controllers according to the flowchart and method 370 shown in Figure 10E. If yes, only a fraction of the
available power is needed to maintain control (umax < Umax); each focus will receive its requested power as specified
by the PIDs (block 374). If no, the algorithm attempts to use 100% of the available power (umax = Umax) by shifting excess
power from points which are not using their full share, to points which are requesting more than their share (block 376).
This can be performed adaptively (e.g., based on online measurement of temperature response) or in a prespecified
manner (e.g. equal fractions of the available power).
[0190] In order to share power between multiple focal points a function must exist that relates the maximum complex
pressure for any set of focal points, given the pressures at the remaining focal points, such that umax = Umax. Figure 10F
shows such a function for a double-focus pattern where power has initially been split evenly between the foci. The
hatched region under the curve represents all realizable combinations of pressures. The diagonally hatched region
represents the pressures achievable without power reallocation, i.e. each PID receives its requested power. The hori-
zontally and vertically hatched regions represent the additional pressures made available by power reallocation. As an
example, assume the two focal points were being heated to the same temperature, but focal point 1 was to heat faster
than focal point 2. Once focal point 1 reached its set point temperature and its controller asked for less power, the function
in Figure 10F would be used to determine how much the pressure at focal point 2 could increase. In this way, an array
that utilizes power reallocation is able to adaptively compensate for tissue inhomogeneities and tissue changes during
therapy without any user input. In addition, the algorithm guarantees the use of maximum array efficiency as long as
any of the control points is below its set point temperature. This minimizes the time to reach all set point temperatures
and, consequently, minimize the treatment time when multiple-focus patterns are used.
[0191] For the purposes of this example, a table-lookup approach was developed for determining the magnitude of
the complex pressure at the mth control point as a function of the desired values at the remaining control points. Briefly,
assuming equal power sharing for points below their set point temperatures, the desired value at the mth control point,
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pmd, can be raised to a higher value based on the available power fraction. As an example, assume a two-focus pattern
initialized with 50% of the available supply power delivered to each focus (p1d = p2d = pmax, where pmax is the pressure
magnitude achievable using 50% of the available power). Once one of the two control points (say Point 1) has reached
its temperature set point, PID1 requests p1d < pmax leaving a larger fraction for PID2 to request p2d > pmax. This accelerates
the heating rate at Point 2 to minimize the time to reach its temperature set point. This control approach with dynamic
power reallocation is summarized in Figure 10E-10F. The hatched regions in Figure 10F show when the lookup table
is used (horizontal and vertical lines) and when direct calculation is used (diagonal lines). As illustrated by the figure,
the lookup table is used whenever the desired pressure on any of the control points exceeds the maximum pressure
preallocated to that point.
[0192] RESULTS of the Example. The performance of the multiple-focus control algorithm with two sets of experiments
referred to as long exposure and short exposure with heating durations of 15 seconds and 5 seconds, respectively, is
demonstrated. The latter is an example of typical exposure duration in high-temperature surgery using HIFU. The former
is long enough to demonstrate the workings of the algorithm in lower temperature applications such as drug delivery
and hyperthermia. While heating durations in these applications may be much longer than 15 seconds, this duration s
long enough to demonstrate the well-behaved nature algorithm in reaching the specified set point temperatures with
typical settings of the PID parameters.

A. Long Exposure Temperature Control. A two-focus pattern similar to that shown in Figure 10B was used (Figure
10B shows an imaging slice with temperature overlay together with the intensity profile of a double-focus pattern
generated using the therapeutic array. The timing of the control experiment was as follows: Five seconds of baseline
data was collected before the application of the heating pattern. The two-focus pattern was applied at 5 seconds
with equal power applied to both foci. The set point temperatures were 3°C for the primary focus (on the left) and
2, 3, 4, 5, and 6°C at the secondary focus. The supply voltage, VDC, was arbitrarily set to achieve approximately
1°C/s heating rate at the primary focus. The PID constants were selected to achieve a short settling time and
minimum overshoot for the selected initial heating rate and given the values kp = 2; ki = 4; and kd = 0.

[0193] While the power was on (15-second duration): (1) Both PIDs were active according to the flowchart shown in
Figure 4; (2) For all set point combinations, equal power was allocated to each of the two foci at the start. While the
temperatures at the primary and secondary focus remained below the set point temperatures, each PID requested the
maximum available, which was 50% of the available DC power for the two-focus heating pattern used; (3) Once a set
point temperature has been reached, the corresponding PID requested less power to maintain the temperature, which
left some fraction of the DC power to be reallocated to the other focus; (4) The dynamic power reallocation algorithm
recalculated the fraction of power delivered to each focus. This resulted in an increase in the heating rate at the focal
point with temperature below the set point temperature; and (5) Once all set point temperatures have been reached, all
the PIDs requested only the necessary power to maintain the temperature. This typically resulted in reducing the total
power required from the DC supply. Temperature imaging continued for another 12 seconds after the array was turned
off to monitor the temperature decay in the target plane.
[0194] Note that the thermocouple was carefully placed so that it was barely visible in the imaging plane (at the edge
of the imaging slice). At the same time, it was also placed within the focal spot of the secondary focus, but below the
focal point. This ensured that the thermocouple junction was directly heated by the secondary focus, but with minimum
distortion to the therapy and imaging beams. The direct heating of the thermocouple produced a self-heating artifact
that served as an indicator of the change in acoustic intensity at the thermocouple junction, which allowed us to observe
the dynamic power reallocation.
[0195] The results of this set of long-exposure experiments are shown in Figure 10G. The estimated temperature
profiles at the primary and secondary control points are shown in Figures 10G(a)-(e) for Tsec = 2; 3; 4; 5; 7 °C, respectively.
Figure 10G(f) shows the corresponding thermocouple measurements recorded near the secondary control point. For
the cases where Tsec was set equal to 4, 5, and 7 °C, it is easy to see the change in the heating rate at the secondary
control point upon reaching the set point at the primary control point in Figures 10G(c)-(e) and the corresponding
thermocouple measurement. Additionally, the thermocouple measurements exhibit self-heating artifacts that appear as
overshoot before decaying to the control temperature at the thermocouple junction location. These dynamics reflect the
sudden increase of power delivered to the secondary focus upon reaching the set point temperature at the primary
control point. It is also interesting to note that, for Tsec = 2°C, a small but measurable change in the heating rate can be
observed at the primary control point upon reaching the set point temperature at the secondary control point.
[0196] To further illustrate the dynamic power reallocation for the multiple-focus pattern, we show the profiles of the
various parameters of the two-focus pattern used similar to the control experiments shown in Figure 10G for the case
Tsec = 7°C. Figures 10H(a)-(b) shows the estimated temperatures at the primary and secondary control points and the
corresponding thermocouple measurement near the secondary control point. The changes in the heating rate at the
secondary point are clearly visible in both the estimated and directly measured temperature profiles. These occur at 5
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sec (POWER ON time), ≈ 7 sec (primary set point temperature reached), and ≈10 sec (secondary set point temperature
reached). These changes in the heating rate reflect the changes in power deposition at the secondary control point in
response to the request of PID2 controller subject to the constraints on the power supply and the dynamic power
reallocation described with reference to Figure 10E. Figure 10I(a) shows the relative pressure magnitudes at the primary
and secondary points during the experiment. The profiles show both the synthesized (solid) and actually achieved
pressure values (dashed, taking the discretization in the driver into account). It is clear that the amplitude control with <
0:01 Umax precision allows for excellent realization of the theoretically specified (desired) pressure values at the control
points. Figure 10I(b) shows a mapping of the control weights on the decision regions described in Figure 10F starting
at POWER ON time with (p1d; p2a) = (1; 1). For 5 < t < 7 sec (both control points below set point temperatures), p1d=p2d=
1 and no power reallocation occurs. When one or more of the set point temperature is reached, p1d and p2d will be
increasing (indicated by ↑), decreasing (indicated by ↓), or fluctuating (indicated by ↑↓). For 7 < t < 7.5s (just after
reaching set point temperature at primary control point), p1d < 1 ↓ and p2d > 1 ↑ with p2d maximum allowable for a given
value of p1d as determined by the lookup table. For 7.5 < t < 10 sec (PID1 actively controlling primary set point temperature),
p1d < 1 ↑↓ and p2d > 1 ↑↓ excess power reallocated to the secondary point, but limited by the fluctuation in p1d values
to maintain control of the primary control point. For 10 < t < 11 (just after reaching secondary set point temperature), p1d
< 1 ↑↓ and p2d > 1 ↑↓ PID2 requesting less than the maximum allowable as it moves toward maintaining the temperature
at the secondary control point. Finally, for t > 11 sec, p1d< 1 ↑↓ and p2d < 1 ↑↓ both PID1 and PID2 are actively controlling
the primary and secondary control points around their respective set point temperatures. This is a result that clearly
illustrates the fast, but well-behaved, response of the PID controllers to reaching the various set point temperatures.
[0197] To confirm the dynamics of power reallocation, the power delivered in the vicinity of each control point for each
set of weights shown in Figure 10I was computed. The result is shown in Figure 10J. One can see three distinct intervals
in terms of power sharing and total power delivered to the focal plane. These can be described as follows:

(1) 0 < t < 2 s after POWER ON: Equal power was delivered to each focus before the set point temperature at the
primary control point was reached. In this case, both PIDs were asking for the maximum available power since the
error was negative. The power sharing was set at 50%, but other ratios could have been set to satisfy specific
treatment considerations. The relative weights of the pressure at both control points was set to 1 as can be seen in
Figure 10I.

(2) 2.5 < t < 5 s after POWER ON: Set point temperature at the primary control point is reached and PID1 requested
less power. The relative weight at the primary control point dropped while that at the secondary increased. Corre-
spondingly, the power allocated to the focus at the primary control point was approximately 20% of the total power
in the focal plane while the power delivered to the secondary was 80%.

(3) 6 < t < 15 s after POWER ON: Set point temperatures were reached at both control points and both PIDs
requested less power to maintain the temperature. The supply power was reduced and the power share at each
focus was determined by the relative weight requirement (both < 1, but not necessarily equal).

[0198] Other results (not shown) included a normalized DC supply power and the array efficiency predicted by Equation
3 for the Tsec = 7°C experiment. The DC supply power was determined by the set voltage on the Agilent 6030A and the
actual current measured during operation using the GPIB interface. The result provided the normalized DC supply power
and the normalized power deposition in the focal plane for the same experiment. This result served to demonstrate that
the synthesis process results in well-behaved multiple-focus patterns where the power delivered to the focal points is
proportional to the input (DC supply) power. This would not have been the case, for example, if the multiple-focus patterns
required high spatial frequencies at the array surface resulting in evanescent waves. This serves to demonstrate the
robustness of the synthesis process in response to dynamic changes dictated by the PID requirements at the different
control points.

B. Short Exposure Temperature Control. A similar set of experiments were carried out to demonstrate the perform-
ance of the algorithm in the control of multiple focus patterns with shorter exposure durations. As was done above,
the set point temperature at the primary control point, Tpri was fixed at 3°C in all experiments. On the other hand,
the temperature set point at the secondary control point, Tsec was set at 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6°C for the different experiments.
The DC supply voltage was fixed at higher value (approximately 2X to achieve a faster heating rate of ≈ 4° per
second. The PID constants, kp; ki; kd, were the same as in the long exposure experiments to provide an idea about
the dynamic behavior of the controllers when faster heating rates are sought.

[0199] The estimated and measured temperature profiles for the short exposure experiments (not shown) indicated
that the heating rate at the control points is such that the temperature response exhibits an overshoot and oscillations
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in both the noninvasive estimates and the thermocouple measurements. As before, the overshoot in the thermocouple
measurement was more pronounced (compared to the noninvasive estimate) due to the direct heating at the thermocouple
junction. It was clear from the results, however, that the thermocouple measurements reflect the dynamics of the control
and dynamic power reallocation algorithm. The results also indicated that both PIDs achieve control within a fraction of
the POWER ON time for this short exposure protocol.
[0200] DISCUSSION rewarding the Example. The results in this example provide a real-time demonstration of tem-
perature control using multiple-focus phased array patterns based on noninvasive temperature feedback and with sub-
second resolution. This example provides a configuration of an ultrasound-guided focused ultrasound system employing
phased array technology for generating single or multiple-focus patterns that may be tailored to achieve the treatment
objectives, e.g. hyperthermia, drug activation, high temperature ablative therapies, etc. This system is operational in
real-time for use in real-time thermal therapy applications.
[0201] While control is a focus of this example, the control objectives may be implemented in any suitable control
system. Although standard PID controllers were used for the individual control points as an example of a commonly
used conventional controller, other control algorithms could be used (see, Siep et al. (1996) or those discussed in the
context of the transient bioheat equation (tBHTE) as a distributed model of the treatment volume and possibly thermal
dose calculations in Sapareto and Dewey, "Thermal dose determination in cancer therapy," Int. J. Rad Onc. Biol. Phys.,
vol. 10, no. 6, pp. 787-800, 1984; and Wan, et al. "Ultrasound surgery: Comparison of strategies using phased array
systems," IEEE Trans. UFFC, vol. 43, no. 6, pp. 1085-1098, NOV 1996)).
[0202] In at least this example, a an important aspect of the controller implementation, however, is the dynamic power
reallocation algorithm, which was used to dynamically (adaptively) determine the power directed to the individual focal
points (based on PID commands). This may be important to the successful use of multiple-focus pattern synthesis in
achieving specific heating rates at the control points given the characteristics/limitations of the available power supply.
The results shown demonstrate how the dynamic power reallocation algorithm achieves: (1) Maximize the array efficiency
by compressing the dynamic range of the driving signal distribution resulting from the theoretical multiple-focus synthesis;
and (2) Distribute the available power among the individual foci to satisfy the PID requirements.
[0203] For the feedback control system described in this example, it was achieved in real-time at 25 Hz update rate.
It should be noted that the update rate could have been done at the full frame rate of the temperature feedback of 99
Hz. In fact, the GPU/FPGA beam synthesis/driver for the array allows update rates in the 400 - 600 Hz range. Therefore,
with the advent of high frame rate ultrasound systems, this allows for exquisite control over the spatial and temporal
dynamics of the heating/lesion formation process in ways that are improved over other guidance modalities, e.g. MRI.
Regardless of the method used for obtaining noninvasive temperature measurements at the control points, however,
the dynamic power reallocation and optimal synthesis methods described in this example may be used for generating
multiple-focus patterns in therapeutic applications.
[0204] The ultrasound thermography algorithm described in this example, may be used with M2D imaging (see, Liu
and Ebbini, "Real-Time 2-D Temperature Imaging Using Ultrasound," IEEE TRANSACTIONS ON BIOMEDICAL ENGI-
NEERING, vol. 57, no. 1, pp. 12-16, JAN 2010). For example, in Liu and Ebbini (2010), M2D imaging mode is introduced
as a tool in capturing the full range of thermal and mechanical strains in 2D spatial coordinates with high temporal
resolution (100s of fps with limited FOV). This may be used to remove tissue motion/deformation artifacts through new
formulations dealing with the temperature imaging as an image reconstruction problem (e.g., strain components due to
temperature change can be reliably separated from strain components resulting from natural deformations, e.g. due to
breathing).
[0205] This example demonstrates the real-time control of multiple-focus phased array heating patterns for thermal
therapy based on noninvasive ultrasound thermography (e.g., thermal control image data). The results are relevant to
the control of short-exposure multiple-focus patterns suitable for ablative therapy as well as longer exposure patterns
suitable for hyperthermia, drug delivery and other thermal therapy applications. Further, the use of dynamic power
reallocation method designed to maintain maximum array driving efficiency with multiple-focus patterns has also been
demonstrated. Dynamic power reallocation may be a factor in successful use of multiple focus patterns in reducing
treatment time. Even for the simple, double-focus, patterns shown in this example, the driver would have failed to provide
adequate heating at the primary and secondary foci if the weighting and dynamic power reallocation algorithms were
not employed. The results also demonstrate the fact that dynamic power reallocation is observed through changes in
the heating rate at the control points, which can be reliably computed from noninvasive temperature estimation. Ther-
mocouple measurements in the vicinity of the HIFU focus confirm the dynamics of temperature variation in response to
the control algorithm, including the effects of power reallocation method. Further, the results presented in this example,
demonstrate the feasibility of using multiple focus heating patterns to achieve treatment objectives without compromising
the driving efficiency of the phased array.
[0206] This disclosure has been provided with reference to illustrative embodiments and is not meant to be construed
in a limiting sense. As described previously, one skilled in the art will recognize that other various illustrative applications
may use the techniques as described herein to take advantage of the beneficial characteristics of the apparatus and
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methods described herein. Various modifications of the illustrative embodiments, as well as additional embodiments of
the disclosure, will be apparent upon reference to this description.

Claims

1. A dual mode ultrasound transducer system (10, 110) comprising:

an array of ultrasound transducer elements (22, 122), the ultrasound transducer elements configured to deliver
one or more therapy shots, each therapy shot comprising a plurality of sequential therapy bursts (40) of ultrasonic
energy to at least a portion of a target region and to transmit/receive imaging ultrasonic energy to/from the target
region; and
a control apparatus (12) comprising:

means for controlling conveyance of imaging signals (42, 44) to/from one or more of the plurality of ultrasound
transducer elements;
means for generating treatment region image data usable to identify at least one or more target points
within a target region based on imaging signals (42, 44) conveyed to/from one or more of the plurality of
ultrasound elements;
means for generating therapy signals to drive one or more of the plurality of ultrasound transducer elements
to deliver a plurality of sequential therapy bursts (40) of ultrasonic energy to at least one of the one or more
target points in the target region, wherein each of the sequential therapy bursts (40) is defined to produce
a response at one or more target points within the target region; and
means for generating control image data based on imaging signals (42, 44) from one or more of the plurality
of ultrasound transducer elements,

characterized in that:

the time between therapy bursts (40) is less than 10 milliseconds; and
the control apparatus (112) is configured to generate control image data based on imaging signals (46)
from one or more of the plurality of ultrasound transducer elements, during and/or following delivery of each
therapy burst (40) of a plurality of sequential therapy bursts and to use the control image data generated
during and/or following delivery of a therapy burst (40) to generate therapy signals to drive one or more of
the plurality of ultrasound transducer elements to deliver a subsequent therapy burst (40) of the plurality of
sequential therapy bursts.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the means for generating image data is adapted to provide monitoring with a sub-
millisecond resolution.

3. The system of claim 1 or 2, wherein the system further comprises means for generating treatment region image
data usable to identify one or more critical points (151) representative of intervening tissue in the path between the
plurality of ultrasound elements and the one or more target points (150) within the target region based on imaging
signals conveyed to/from one or more of the plurality of ultrasound elements.

4. The system of any of claim 1-3, wherein the means for generating control image data comprises means to generate
at least one imaging signal (46) adapted to drive one or more of the plurality of ultrasound transducers to transmit
at least one single transmit energy pulse focused to one or more of the target points (150) and/or critical points (151)
resulting in pulse-echo data to be captured.

5. The system of any of claims 3-4, wherein, to generate at least one imaging signal to drive one or more of the plurality
of ultrasound transducer elements to transmit at least one focused single transmit energy pulse, the control apparatus
is configured to generate imaging signals to drive one or more of the plurality of ultrasound transducers to transmit
sequential single transmit energy pulses focused to each of a plurality of one or more target points (150) within the
target region and/or one or more critical points resulting in pulse-echo data to be captured, or to use coded excitation
to generate at least one imaging signal to drive one or more of the plurality of ultrasound transducers to transmit at
least one single transmit energy pulse focused to one or more target points (150) within the target region and/or
one or more critical points (151) resulting in pulse-echo data to be captured.
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6. The system of any of claims 1-5, wherein prior to delivery of a subsequent therapy burst (40) of the plurality of
sequential therapy bursts at therapeutic levels based on therapy signals generated using control image data gen-
erated during and/or following delivery of a previous therapy burst (40), the system comprises means to control a
test of the subsequent therapy burst at sub-therapeutic levels, and optionally further comprises means for modifying
therapy signals generated to deliver the subsequent therapy burst (40) based on imaging results from the test.

7. The system of any of claims 1-6, wherein the control apparatus is configured to generate at least one imaging signal
to drive one or more of the plurality of ultrasound transducers to transmit at least one ultrasound energy pulse to
the target region resulting in pulse-echo data to be captured by one or more of the plurality of ultrasound transducer
elements between the generation of therapy signals that result in each sequential therapy burst (40) of ultrasonic
energy to be delivered to the target region via the plurality of ultrasound transducer elements.

8. The system of any of claims 1-7, wherein the means for generating control image data during and/or following
delivery of each therapy burst (40) of a plurality of sequential therapy bursts comprises means to generate control
image data comprising at least one of displacement and/or strain data, directivity data, thermal response data, and
data indicative of cavitation for use in generating therapy signals to drive one or more of the plurality of ultrasound
transducer elements to deliver a subsequent therapy burst (40) of the plurality of sequential therapy bursts.

9. The system of any of claims 1-8, wherein the system comprises a control channel associated with each of a plurality
of ultrasound transducer elements of the array (22, 122), and further wherein the control apparatus (12, 112) is
configured to:

generate multiple channel therapy signals for driving the plurality of ultrasound transducer elements via the
respective control channels to deliver energy to at least one target point (150) in the target region, wherein each
of the plurality of ultrasound transducer elements is driven at one or more drive parameters to focus the ultrasound
energy for delivery of each sequential therapy burst (40); and
adjust one or more of the drive parameters drive of one or more of the plurality of ultrasound transducer elements
based on the control image data.

10. The system of any of claims 1-9, wherein the system further comprises a display apparatus to display image data
and a user interface to allow a user to input one or more commands for real-time control of the delivery of the plurality
of sequential therapy bursts (40), and optionally the user interface is configured to allow a user to select at least
one or more target points (150) and/or one or more critical points (151) for use in controlling delivery of the plurality
of sequential therapy bursts (40).

11. The system of any of claims 1-10, wherein the system further comprises a control channel associated with each of
the plurality of ultrasound transducer elements of the array, wherein each control channel associated with each of
the plurality of ultrasound transducer elements comprises a configurable diplexer (210), the configurable diplexer
comprising an amplifier having its output set to a high impedance state when a therapy signal is not being transmitted,
and the configurable diplexer (210) optionally further comprises a selectable voltage divider (220) to attenuate a
pulse echo signal received by the transducer element.

12. The system of any of claims 1-11, wherein the control apparatus (12, 112) comprises at least one processor coupled
to a multimodal imaging apparatus, wherein the multimodal imaging apparatus is configured to fuse image data
resulting from a plurality of different imaging modes, wherein the control apparatus (12, 112) is configured to provide
the fused image data for display and/or for use to generate control image data.

13. The system of any of claims 1-12, wherein the system further comprises at least one other ultrasound diagnostic
apparatus (20) configured to capture ultrasound pulse-echo data of at least a portion of the target region in response
to the delivery of one or more of the plurality of sequential therapy bursts (40).

14. The system of any of claims 1-13, wherein the means for generating control image data is configured to generate
data based at least in part on imaging performed at least in part during delivery of one or more therapy bursts (40)
using coded excitation, or for use in controlling one or more characteristics of the plurality of therapy bursts, wherein
the one or more characteristics comprise at least one of phase/delay, amplitude, and spectral content.
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Patentansprüche

1. Dualmodus-Ultraschallkopfsystem (10, 110), umfassend:

ein Array aus Ultraschallkopfelementen (22, 122), wobei die Ultraschallkopfelemente derart konfiguriert sind,
dass sie einen oder mehrere Therapie-Impulse an wenigstens einen Bereich einer Zielregion abgeben und an
die Zielregion Ultraschallenergie übermitteln bzw. von ihr empfangen, wobei jeder Therapie-Impuls mehrere
sequentielle Therapie-Bursts (40) an Ultraschallenergie umfasst, und
ein Steuergerät (12), umfassend:

Mittel zur Steuerung der Versendung von Bildsignalen (42, 44) an ein oder mehrere bzw. von einem oder
mehreren Ultraschallkopfelemente(n);
Mittel zur Erzeugung von Bilddaten der Behandlungsregion, die zur Identifizierung wenigstens eines oder
mehrerer Zielpunkte innerhalb der Region zweckmäßig sind, und zwar basierend auf den Bildsignalen (42,
44), die an eines bzw. von mehreren der Mehrzahl an Ultraschallelementen versendet worden sind;
Mittel zur Erzeugung von Therapiesignalen, um ein oder mehrere der Mehrzahl an Ultraschallkopfelementen
anzusteuern, sodass mehrere sequentielle Therapie-Bursts (40) an Ultraschallenergie an wenigstens einen
des einen oder der mehreren Zielpunkte in der Zielregion abgegeben werden, wobei jeder der sequentiellen
Therapie-Bursts (40) derart definiert ist, dass er eine Reaktion an einem oder mehreren Zielpunkten inner-
halb der Zielregion erzeugt; und
Mittel zur Erzeugung von Steuerungs-Bilddaten, basierend auf den Bildsignalen (42, 44) aus einem oder
mehreren der Mehrzahl an Ultraschallkopfelementen,

dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass
die Zeit zwischen den Therapie-Bursts (40) weniger als 10 Millisekunden ist; und
das Steuergerät (112) konfiguriert ist, Steuerungsbilddaten basierend auf den Bildsignalen (46) aus dem einen
oder mehreren der Mehrzahl an Ultraschallkopfelementen zu erzeugen, und zwar während der Abgabe eines
jeden Therapie-Bursts (40) der mehreren sequentiellen Therapie-Bursts und/oder auf die Abgabe dieser folgend,
und die während der Abgabe oder folgend auf die Abgabe eines Therapie-Bursts (40) erzeugten Steuerungs-
bilddaten zur Erzeugung von Therapiesignale zu nutzen, um ein oder mehrere der Mehrzahl an Ultraschall-
kopfelementen anzusteuern, sodass ein nachfolgender Therapie-Burst (40) der mehreren sequentiellen The-
rapie-Bursts abgegeben wird.

2. Das System gemäß Anspruch 1, wobei das Mittel zur Erzeugung der Bilddaten derart ausgestaltet ist, dass es eine
Überwachung innerhalb einer Auflösung im Sub-Millisekunden-Bereich ermöglicht.

3. Das System gemäß Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei das System ferner Mittel zur Erzeugung von Bilddaten der Behand-
lungsregion umfasst, die zur Identifizierung eines oder mehrere kritischer Punkte (151) innerhalb der Zielregion
zweckmäßig sind, welche für Gewebe repräsentativ sind, das im Durchgangsweg zwischen der Mehrzahl an Ultra-
schallkopfelementen und dem einen oder den mehreren Zielpunkten (150) liegen, und zwar basierend auf Bildsig-
nalen, die an oder von einem oder mehreren der Mehrzahl and Ultraschallelementen versendet worden sind.

4. Das System gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1-3, wobei das Mittel zur Erzeugung von Steuerungs-Bilddaten Mittel zur
Erzeugung wenigstens eines Bildsignals (46) umfasst, welches angepasst ist zur Ansteuerung eines oder mehrerer
der Mehrzahl an Ultraschallköpfen, um wenigstens ein Einzelübertragungs-Energiepuls zu übertragen, welcher auf
ein oder mehrere der Zielpunkte (150) und/oder kritische Punkte (151) fokussiert ist, wobei zu erfassende Puls-
Echo-Daten erzeugt werden.

5. Das System gemäß einem der Ansprüche 3-4, wobei zur Erzeugung wenigstens eines Bildsignals für die Ansteu-
erung eines oder mehrerer der Mehrzahl an Ultraschallkopfelementen zur Übertragung wenigstens eines fokussier-
ten Einzelübertragungs-Energiepulses das Steuergerät derart konfiguriert ist, dass Bildsignale zur Ansteuerung
eines oder mehrerer der Mehrzahl an Ultraschallköpfen für die Übermittlung sequentieller Einzelübertragungs-
Energiepulse, die jeweils auf eine Mehrzahl der einen oder mehreren Zielpunkte (150) innerhalb der Zielregion
und/oder einen oder mehreren kritischen Punkten fokussiert sind, erzeugt werden, um zu erfassende Puls-Echo-
Daten zu erzeugen, oder dass eine kodierte Anregung zur Erzeugung wenigstens eines Bildsignals für die Ansteu-
erung eines oder mehrerer der Mehrzahl an Ultraschallköpfen für die Übermittlung wenigstens eines Einzelüber-
tragungs-Energiepulses, der auf einen oder mehrere Zielpunkte (150) innerhalb der Zielregion und/oder eines oder
mehrerer kritischer Punkte (151) fokussiert ist, eingesetzt wird, wobei zu erfassende Puls-Echo-Daten erzeugt
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werden.

6. Das System gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1-5, wobei vor der Abgabe eines nachfolgenden Therapie-Bursts (40)
der Mehrzahl an sequentiellen Therapie-Bursts auf therapeutischem Level, und zwar basierend auf unter Einsatz
von Steuerungsbilddaten erzeugten Therapiesignalen, die während der Abgabe eines vorangehenden Therapie-
Bursts (40) und/oder folgend auf die Abgabe erzeugt worden sind, das System Mittel zur Steuerung eines Tests
des nachfolgenden Therapie-Bursts bei Sub-therapeutischem Level umfasst und optional ferner Mittel zur Modifi-
zierung von Therapiesignalen basierend auf den Bildergebnissen aus dem Test umfasst, welche zur Abgabe des
nachfolgenden Therapie-Bursts (40) erzeugt worden sind.

7. Das System gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1-6, wobei das Steuergerät derart konfiguriert ist, dass es wenigstens
ein Bildsignal zur Ansteuerung eines oder mehrerer der Mehrzahl an Ultraschallköpfen erzeugt, um wenigstens
einen Ultraschall-Energiepuls an die Zielregion zu übermitteln, wobei durch ein oder mehrere der Mehrzahl an
Ultraschallkopfelementen zwischen der Erzeugung der Therapiesignale zu erfassende Puls-Echo-Daten erzeugt
werden, wobei dies in den jeweiligen sequentiellen Therapie-Bursts (40) mit über die Mehrzahl an Ultraschallkopf-
elementen an die Zielregion abzugebende Ultraschallenergie resultiert.

8. Das System gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1-7, wobei das Mittel zur Erzeugung der Steuerungs-Bilddaten während
der Abgabe eines jeden Therapie-Bursts (40) der Mehrzahl an sequentiellen Therapie-Bursts und/oder folgend auf
die Abgabe Mittel zur Erzeugung von Steuerungs-Bilddaten umfasst, wobei die Daten wenigstens einen Datensatz
aus Verschiebungs- (Displacement-) und/oder Strain-Daten, Richtungscharkteristik-Daten (directivity data), Ther-
moresponse-Daten und Kavitationskennzeichnenden Daten umfassen, für den Einsatz zur Erzeugung von Thera-
piesignalen umfassen, um ein oder mehrere der Mehrzahl an Ultraschallkopfelementen für die Abgabe eines nach-
folgenden Therapie-Bursts (40) der Mehrzahl an sequentiellen Therapie-Bursts anzusteuern.

9. Das System gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1-8, wobei das System einen zu jeweils einem der Mehrzahl an Ultra-
schallkopfelementen des Arrays (22, 122) zugehörigen Steuerungskanal umfasst und ferner das Steuergerät (12,
112) folgendermaßen konfiguriert ist, dass es:

Mehrfachkanal-Therapiesignale zur Ansteuerung der Mehrzahl an Ultraschallkopfelementen über die entspre-
chenden Steuerungskanäle erzeugt, sodass Energie zu wenigstens einem Zielpunkt (150) in der Zielregion
abgegeben wird, wobei jedes der Mehrzahl an Ultraschallkopfelementen mit einem oder mehreren Ansteue-
rungsparametern zur Fokussierung der Ultraschallenergie für die Abgabe eines jeden sequentiellen Therapie-
Bursts (40) angesteuert wird; und
ein oder mehrere Ansteuerungsparameter des einen oder von mehren der Mehrzahl an Ultraschallkopfelemen-
ten basierend auf den Steuerungs-Bilddaten angepasst wird/werden.

10. Das System gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1-9, wobei das System ferner ein Anzeigegerät zum Anzeigen von
Bilddaten und ein Nutzer-Interface umfasst, um einem Nutzer die Eingabe eines oder mehrerer Befehle für eine
Echtzeitsteuerung der Abgabe der Mehrzahl an sequentiellen Therapie-Bursts (40) zu ermöglichen, und wobei
optional das Nutzer-Interface derart konfiguriert ist, dass es einem Nutzer möglich ist, wenigstens einen oder mehrere
Zielpunkte (150) und/oder einen oder mehrere kritische Punkte (151) für den Einsatz bei der Steuerung der Abgabe
der Mehrzahl der sequentiellen Therapie-Bursts (40) auszuwählen.

11. Das System gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1-10, wobei das System ferner einen zu jeweils einem der Mehrzahl an
Ultraschallkopfelementen zugehörigen Steuerungskanal umfasst, wobei jeder zu jeweils einem der Mehrzahl an
Ultraschallkopfelementen zugehörigen Kontrollkanälen einen konfigurierbaren Diplexer (210) umfasst, wobei der
konfigurierbare Diplexer einen Verstärker umfasst, dessen Ausgangleistung auf einen Zustand mit hoher Impedanz
eingestellt ist, falls kein Therapiesignal übermittelt wird, und der konfigurierbare Diplexer (210) optional ferner einen
einstellbaren Spannungsteiler (220) umfasst, um ein von dem Schallkopfelement erhaltenes Puls-EchoSignal zu
dämpfen.

12. Das System gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1-11, wobei das Steuergerät (12, 112) wenigstens einen Prozessor
umfasst, der mit einem multimodalen bildgebenden Gerät gekoppelt ist, wobei das multimodale bildgebende Gerät
derart konfiguriert ist, aus einer Mehrzahl an unterschiedlichen Bildgebungsmodi resultierende Bilddaten zu verei-
nigen, wobei das Steuergerät (12, 112) derart konfiguriert ist, dass es die vereinigten Bilddaten für die Anzeige
und/oder zur Erzeugung von Steuerungs-Bilddaten bereitstellt.
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13. Das System gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1-12, wobei das System ferner wenigstens ein anderes diagnostisches
Ultraschallgerät (20) umfasst, welches derart konfiguriert ist, dass es Ultraschall-Puls-Echo-Daten von wenigstens
einem Bereich der Zielregion als Reaktion auf die Abgabe von einem oder mehreren der Mehrzahl an sequentiellen
Therapie-Bursts (40) erfasst.

14. Das System gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1-13, wobei die Mittel zur Erzeugung von Steuerungs-Bilddaten derart
konfiguriert ist, dass Daten erzeugt werden, die wenigstens teilweise auf einer Bildgebung basieren, die wenigstens
teilweise während der Abgabe von einem oder mehreren Therapie-Bursts (40) unter Einsatz von kodierter Anregung
durchgeführt worden ist, oder dass es zur Steuerung einer oder mehrerer Eigenschaften der Mehrzahl an Therapie-
Bursts eingesetzt wird, wobei die eine oder mehrere Eigenschaft(en) wenigstes eine umfassen, ausgewählt aus
Phase/Verzug (phase/delay), Amplitude und spektralem Gehalt.

Revendications

1. - Système de transducteur ultrasonore bimode (10, 110) comprenant :

un réseau d’éléments de transducteur ultrasonore (22, 122), les éléments de transducteur ultrasonore étant
configurés pour délivrer une ou plusieurs injections de thérapie, chaque injection de thérapie comprenant une
pluralité de salves de thérapie séquentielles (40) d’énergie ultrasonore à au moins une partie d’une région cible,
et transmettre/recevoir l’énergie ultrasonore d’imagerie vers/à partir de la région cible ; et
un appareil de commande (12) comprenant :

des moyens pour commander le transport de signaux d’imagerie (42, 44) vers/à partir d’un ou plusieurs
parmi la pluralité d’éléments de transducteur ultrasonore ;
des moyens pour générer des données d’image de région de traitement utilisables pour identifier au moins
un ou plusieurs points cibles à l’intérieur d’une région cible sur la base de signaux d’imagerie (42, 44)
transportés vers/à partir d’un ou plusieurs parmi la pluralité d’éléments ultrasonores ;
des moyens pour générer des signaux de thérapie pour amener un ou plusieurs parmi la pluralité d’éléments
de transducteur ultrasonore à délivrer une pluralité de salves de thérapie séquentielles (40) d’énergie
ultrasonore à au moins un parmi le ou les points cibles dans la région cible, chacune des salves de thérapie
séquentielles (40) étant définie pour produire une réponse à un ou plusieurs points cibles à l’intérieur de
la région cible ; et
des moyens pour générer des données d’image de commande sur la base de signaux d’imagerie (42, 44)
provenant d’un ou plusieurs parmi la pluralité d’éléments de transducteur ultrasonore,

caractérisé par le fait que :

le temps entre des salves de thérapie (40) est de moins de 10 millisecondes ; et
l’appareil de commande (112) est configuré pour générer des données d’image de commande sur la base
de signaux d’imagerie (46) provenant d’un ou plusieurs parmi la pluralité d’éléments de transducteur ultra-
sonore, pendant et/ou après la distribution de chaque salve de thérapie (40) d’une pluralité de salves de
thérapie séquentielles, et utiliser les données d’image de commande générées pendant et/ou après la
distribution d’une salve de thérapie (40) pour générer des signaux de thérapie pour amener un ou plusieurs
parmi la pluralité d’éléments de transducteur ultrasonore à délivrer une salve de thérapie suivante (40) de
la pluralité de salves de thérapie séquentielles.

2. - Système selon la revendication 1, dans lequel les moyens pour générer des données d’image sont adaptés pour
assurer une surveillance ayant une résolution inférieure à la milliseconde.

3. - Système selon la revendication 1 ou 2, dans lequel le système comprend en outre des moyens pour générer des
données d’image de région de traitement utilisables pour identifier un ou plusieurs points critiques (151) représentatifs
d’un tissu qui s’interpose dans le trajet entre la pluralité d’éléments ultrasonores et le ou les points cibles (150) à
l’intérieur de la région cible sur la base de signaux d’imagerie transportés vers/à partir d’un ou plusieurs parmi la
pluralité d’éléments ultrasonores.

4. - Système selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 3, dans lequel les moyens pour générer des données
d’image de commande comprennent des moyens pour générer au moins un signal d’imagerie (46) adapté pour
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amener un ou plusieurs parmi la pluralité de transducteurs ultrasonores à émettre au moins une impulsion d’énergie
d’émission individuelle concentrée vers un ou plusieurs des points cibles (150) et/ou points critiques (151), résultant
en la capture de données d’écho d’impulsion.

5. - Système selon l’une quelconque des revendications 3 et 4, dans lequel, pour générer au moins un signal d’imagerie
pour amener un ou plusieurs parmi la pluralité d’éléments de transducteur ultrasonore à émettre au moins une
impulsion d’énergie d’émission individuelle concentrée, l’appareil de commande est configuré pour générer des
signaux d’imagerie pour amener un ou plusieurs parmi la pluralité de transducteurs ultrasonores à émettre des
impulsions d’énergie de transmission individuelles séquentielles concentrées vers chacun parmi une pluralité d’un
ou plusieurs points cibles (150) à l’intérieur de la région cible et/ou un ou plusieurs points critiques résultant en la
capture de données d’écho d’impulsion, ou utiliser une excitation codée pour générer au moins un signal d’imagerie
pour amener un ou plusieurs parmi la pluralité de transducteurs ultrasonores à émettre au moins une impulsion
d’énergie de transmission individuelle concentrée vers un ou plusieurs points cibles (150) à l’intérieur de la région
cible et/ou un ou plusieurs points critiques (151) résultant en la capture de données d’écho d’impulsion.

6. - Système selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 5, dans lequel, avant la distribution d’une salve de thérapie
suivante (40) de la pluralité de salves de thérapie séquentielles à des niveaux thérapeutiques sur la base de signaux
de thérapie générés à l’aide de données d’image de commande générées pendant et/ou après la distribution d’une
salve de thérapie précédente (40), le système comprend des moyens pour commander un test de la salve de
thérapie suivante à des niveaux inférieures aux niveaux thérapeutiques et, facultativement, comprend en outre des
moyens pour modifier des signaux de thérapie générés pour délivrer la salve de thérapie suivante (40) sur la base
de résultats d’imagerie à partir du test.

7. - Système selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 6, dans lequel l’appareil de commande est configuré pour
générer au moins un signal d’imagerie pour amener un ou plusieurs parmi la pluralité de transducteurs ultrasonores
à émettre au moins une impulsion d’énergie ultrasonore vers la région cible résultant en la capture de données
d’écho d’impulsion par un ou plusieurs parmi la pluralité d’éléments de transducteur ultrasonore entre la génération
de signaux de thérapie qui résultent en la distribution de chaque salve de thérapie séquentielle (40) d’énergie
ultrasonore vers la région cible par l’intermédiaire de la pluralité d’éléments de transducteur ultrasonore.

8. - Système selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 7, dans lequel les moyens pour générer des données
d’image de commande pendant et/ou après la distribution de chaque salve de thérapie (40) d’une pluralité de salves
de thérapie séquentielles comprennent des moyens pour générer des données d’image de commande comprenant
au moins une parmi des données de déplacement et/ou de déformation, des données de directivité, des données
de réponse thermique et des données indicatrices d’une cavitation pour une utilisation dans la génération de signaux
de thérapie pour amener un ou plusieurs parmi la pluralité d’éléments de transducteur ultrasonore à délivrer une
salve de thérapie suivante (40) de la pluralité de salves de thérapie séquentielles.

9. - Système selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 8, dans lequel le système comprend un canal de commande
associé à chacun d’une pluralité d’éléments de transducteur ultrasonore du réseau (22, 122), et l’appareil de com-
mande (12, 112) est en outre configuré pour :

générer de multiples signaux de thérapie de canal pour amener la pluralité d’éléments de transducteur ultra-
sonore, par l’intermédiaire des canaux de commande respectifs, à délivrer de l’énergie à au moins un point
cible (150) dans la région cible, chacun de la pluralité d’éléments de transducteur ultrasonore étant amené, à
un ou plusieurs paramètres de commande, à concentrer l’énergie ultrasonore pour la distribution de chaque
salve de thérapie séquentielle (40) ; et
ajuster un ou plusieurs des paramètres de commande d’un ou plusieurs parmi la pluralité d’éléments de trans-
ducteur ultrasonore sur la base des données d’image de commande.

10. - Système selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 9, dans lequel le système comprend en outre un appareil
d’affichage pour afficher des données d’image et une interface utilisateur pour permettre à un utilisateur d’entrer
une ou plusieurs instructions pour la commande en temps réel de la distribution de la pluralité de salves de thérapie
séquentielles (40) et, facultativement, l’interface utilisateur est configurée pour permettre à un utilisateur de sélec-
tionner au moins un ou plusieurs points cibles (150) et/ou un ou plusieurs points critiques (151) pour une utilisation
dans la commande de la distribution de la pluralité de salves de thérapie séquentielles (40).

11. - Système selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 10, dans lequel le système comprend en outre un canal
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de commande associé à chacun parmi la pluralité d’éléments de transducteur ultrasonore du réseau, chaque canal
de commande associé à chacun parmi la pluralité d’éléments de transducteur ultrasonore comprenant un diplexeur
configurable (210), le diplexeur configurable comprenant un amplificateur ayant sa sortie définie sur un état d’im-
pédance élevée lorsqu’un signal de thérapie n’est pas émis, et le diplexeur configurable (210) comprend facultati-
vement en outre un diviseur de tension sélectionnable (220) pour atténuer un signal d’écho d’impulsion reçu par
l’élément de transducteur.

12. - Système selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 11, dans lequel l’appareil de commande (12, 112) comprend
au moins un processeur couplé à un appareil d’imagerie multimodale, l’appareil d’imagerie multimodale étant con-
figuré pour fusionner des données d’image résultant d’une pluralité de modes d’imagerie différents, l’appareil de
commande (12, 112) étant configuré pour fournir les données d’image fusionnées en vue d’un affichage et/ou d’une
utilisation pour générer des données d’image de commande.

13. - Système selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 12, dans lequel le système comprend en outre au moins
un autre appareil de diagnostic ultrasonore (20) configuré pour capturer des données d’écho d’impulsion ultrasonore
d’au moins une partie de la région cible en réponse à la distribution d’une ou plusieurs parmi la pluralité de salves
de thérapie séquentielles (40).

14. - Système selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 13, dans lequel les moyens pour générer des données
d’image de commande sont configurés pour générer des données sur la base, au moins en partie, d’une imagerie
réalisée au moins en partie pendant la distribution d’une ou plusieurs salves de thérapie (40) à l’aide d’excitation
codée, ou pour une utilisation dans la commande d’une ou plusieurs caractéristiques de la pluralité de salves de
thérapie, la ou les caractéristiques comprenant au moins un parmi une phase/un retard, une amplitude et un contenu
spectral.
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模式编码激励。更进一步，例如，可以使用例如从DMUA脉冲回波数据
获得的阵列方向性矢量来实现用于改进的成像和治疗的自适应实时重聚
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