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2. D Claims Nos.: .
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Group |: Glalms 1-40 and 57 are directed towards Imaging catheters {ultrasound) with transducers rotatable in a volume to generate 30
Images, more speclfically, a hellcal transducer structure and the electrical cor ions and control 1 ism for this rotation Including
the motor, drive shaft and enclosure.

Group I: Claims 41-56 and 58 ere directed towards imaging catheters (ultrasound) with transducers rotatable In a volume to generate
30 images. more spechically to bubble traps, ballows and such Ruid handling and disparsion mechanisms for this volurme.
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1. E As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2, D As all searchable claims could be searched without efifort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of’
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3. D As only some of the réquired additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this intemational search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:
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I:l No required additional search fees wete timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
resfricied 1o the invention first mentioned in the claims; il is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Pratest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.
D The additional search fees were panied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.
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Tha invantions listed as Groups | - I do not relate to a singte general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule
| 132, they fack a navel cormsponding special technical featura for the following reasons:

Group [ 7alates to the machanieal, structural, slectrical and control mechanisms of a rotatable 30 ultraspund imaging transducer for use
within a catheter. Group Il relates to fluid handling mechanisms for the volume within which a rotatable transducer operates, for use with
a rotatable 3D ultrasound imaging catheter. The only cc ponding technical feature between the groups, a rotatable transducer for

generation of 3D ultrasound Imaging within a cathetar, fails fo make a contribution over the prior art of US 2008/0027327 A1 to Wilser et

al. (see Abstract). Furthermora, with knowledge of prior art, the features of Group | and Group Il can be practiced independently of each
other.

Therefore the groups do not share a sama or cor dl ial tachnical feal,

p g S , and accordingty, unity of Invention is lacking undar
PCT Rula 13.1.
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