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A CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER
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display, led, tft, monitor, screen, process+, comput+, fransduct, sensor, probe, cabl+, wire, wiring, neck, hang, wrap)

C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT -

Category* | Citation of document, with indication, where apprepriate, of the relevani passages . Relevant to
: claim No.

US 2003/0139671 Al (WALSTON et al.) 24 July 2003 ;
X See in particular paragraph [0047] and figure 7. : lto 13

US 6,126,608 A (KEMMIE ¢t al.) 3 October 2000
X See in particular fignres 1 and 6. - lto 13

JP 2003-299647 A (GE MED SYS GLOBAL TECH CO LLC) 21 October 2003 S
X See in particular figure 3. . 11013

Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C See patent family annex

* Special catepories of vited doouments;

"A"  document defining the general state of the art-which is "F*  later document published after the international filing date or priority date and not in

not considered to be of particnlar relevance conflict with the application but cited to understand the principls or theory
. underlying the invention

"E"  eatlier application or patent bt published on or after the 'X"  document of particuar relevanoe; the claimed invention cannot be considered novel

intzmational filing date . or cannot be considered o involve an inventive step when the document is taken
dlone

"L"  document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) "Y"  document of particular relevance; the claitned invention cannot be considered 1o
ot which is cited to establish the publication date of inveive an inventive step whén the document is combined with one or more other
enather citation or other specizl reagon (ag specified) such documetits, such combitation being obvious to a person skilled in the art

*Q"  document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition i
oF other means & " "&"  document memberof the same patent family

"P"  document published prior to the international filing date
bust Jater thar the priority daic claimed

Dete of the actual completion of the international seerch Date of mailing of the international search report
12 December 2006 29 JAN 2007

Neme and mailing address of the ISA/AU Antherized officer

AUSTRALIAN PATENT OFFICE

PG BOX 200, WODEN ACT 2606, AUSTRALIA Peter West

E-mail address: pet@ipaystralia. gov.an ' ELer Vves

Facsimile No. (02) 6285 3929 - Telephone No : (02) 6283 2108

Form PCT/ISA/210 (second sheet) (April 2005)
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C (Continuation). DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT '
Category* Citation of document, with indication, where approprisie, of the relevant passages Relevant to
‘ claim No,
DE 20004372 Ul (WEYLANDT) 16 March 2000 ‘
X ' lto 13

See in particular figure 1. .
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International application No.
PCT/AU2006/001658 .

INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT

BoxNo. I Observations where certain claims were found uansearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following
TEAsoNs! ’

D Claims Nos.:

because they relate io subject matter not required to be searched by this Autharity, namely

|:| Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescn"bed Tecirements to such
an extent that no meaningful international search can be camied out, specifically:

D Claims Nos.:

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 4.4(2)

Box No. Il  Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority fourrd mulifple inventions in this nternational application, as follows:

[See Supplemental Bc;x]

1. D As all required additional search fees were hmely peid by the appllcant, this international search report covers all
searchable claims.

7. |:| As all searchable claims could be searched without effort _]ust:fymg additional fees, this Authority did not invite
payment of additional fees.

3. |:| As only some of the required additional search fees were tlmely paid by the applicant, this international search report
covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4, No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first menticned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

1to 13

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the apphcant 's protest and, where applicible,
the payment of a protest fee.

The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable
protest fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

I:I No protest accomparied the payment of additional search foes,

Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet (2} {April 2005)
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT International application Na.
- | PCT/AU2006/001658

Supplemental Box
{To be used when the space in any of Boxes I to VIII is not sufficient)

Continuation of Box No:

This International Application does not comply with the requirements of unity of invention becanse it does not relate
to one invention or to a group of inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concept.

In assessing whether there is more than one invention claimed, I have given consideration to those features which can
be considered to potentially distinguish the claimed combination of features from the prior art. Where different claims
have different distinguishing features they define different inventions.

This lntemaﬁonal Searching Authority has found that there are different inventions as follows:

e Claims 1 to 13 are directed to an ultrasound measurement system. It is considered that the transmission cable
interconnecting the handheld display and processing means with the ultrasound transducer and processing means
compnses a first dlsnngmshmg feature.

+  Claims 14 to 21 are directed to an ultrasonic measurement and imaging system comprising an ultrasonic
transducer and processing means. It is considered that the orientation measurement means comprises a second
dlstmgulshmg feature,

¢ Claims 22 to 29 are dn-ectecl to a handheld Data Processmg unit comprising communications and digital signal
" processing means. It is considered that the probe interface comprises a third distingunishing feature.

PCT Rule 13.2, first sentence, states that unity of invention is only fulfilled when there is a technical relatienship
among the claimed inventions involving one or more of the same or corresponding special technical features. PCT
Rule 13.2, second sentence, defines a special technical feature as a feature which makes a coniribution over the prior
art.

The only feature common to all of the claims is a display means. However this common featute is generic in the art.
This means thai the common feature can not constitute a special technical feature within the meaning of PCT Rule
13.2, second sentence, since it makes no cepivibution over the prior art.

Because the common feature does not satisfy the requirement for being a special technical feature it follows that it
cannot provide the necessary technical relationship between the identified inventions. Therefore the claims do not
satisfy the requirement of unity of invention e posteriori.

" Form PCT/ISAR1G (extra sheat)f April 2005)
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International application No.
PCT/AU2006/001658

which are merely given for the purpose of information.

This Annex lists the known "A" publication level patent family members relating to the patent documents cited inthe
above-mentioned international search report. The Australian Patent Office is in no way liable for these particulars

Patent Document Cited in Pétent Family Member
Search Report

Us 2003139571 Us 6780154 us

US 6126608 AU 56766/00 WO

JP 2003299647

-DE 20004372

Due to data integration issues this family listing xhay not inelude 10 digit Australian applications filed since May 2001,

END OF ANNEX

Form PCT/1$A/210 (patent farnily amnex) (April 2005)
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