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the priority date claimed
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the principle or theory underlying the invention

document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be
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step when the document is taken alone
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considered to involve an inventive step when the document is
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being obvious to a person skilled in the art
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Thig international search report hag not been established in respect of certain ¢laims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

L I:l Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2 D Claims Nos.:
because they relate to parts of the intemational application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be cartied cut, specifically:

3 D Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

Organizing the claims by special technical feature (PCT Regulations13.2) beyond
the disclosure according toc the cited reference 1 yields the following three
inventions: 1) claims 1-2, 11, and 15 (an ultrasound diagnostic device which
measures shear elasticity, computing anddisplaying temperature increases with
thermal indices, etc); 2) claim 10 (an ultrasound diagnostic device which
measures shear elasticity, handling a plurality of focus regions in parallel;
(continued to extra sheet)

L |:| As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2 D Ag all gearchable claimg could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3 I:l As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees wete paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

1-9, 11, and 15.

Remark on Protest |:| The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant*s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

I:I The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation,

|:| Mo protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
Form PCT/ASA/210 (continmation of first sheet (2)) (July 2009)
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and 3) claims 12-14 {(an ultrasound diagnostic device which projects
ultrasounduponapluralityof focus regions andmeasures shearelasticity,
determining whether to compute shear elasticity on the basis of at least
one displacement of either displacement from ultrasound longitudinal
waves or displacement from ultrascund latitudinal wawves in the focus
regions).
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