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1
BIO-CHIPS AND NANO-BIOCHIPS

BACKGROUND

The present disclosure relates to biochips, generally, and
more particularly, a biochip and nanochip device providing
diagnostic testing, sensing and therapeutic functionality
useful in diagnosis and treatment of a variety of physiologi-
cal maladies.

BRIEF SUMMARY

Biocompatible chip (Bio-chip) or nanochip device imple-
menting semiconductor and (Micro-Electro-Mechanical
Systems) technologies for use in providing therapeutic regi-
ments to various human diseases. The disclosure describes
embodiments for sensing (afferent) operating biochips;
active functioning (efferent) operating biochips; and nano-
biochips which would be encapsulated in a host cell or
non-antigenic membrane. The sensing (afferent) operating
biochip and the active functioning (efferent) operating bio-
chip includes various embodiments.

Thus, in one aspect, there is provided a biocompatible
microchip for diagnosis or monitoring of a medical condi-
tion in a subject. The microchip comprises: a housing
including a biocompatible coating or covering, a first semi-
conductor substrate situated in the housing upon which is
located one or more sensor devices for sensing conditions
and providing measurements within the subject; a second
semiconductor substrate situated in the housing including a
programmed control unit and an associated memory block
configured for controlling operations on the microchip in
response to received external command or a sensed condi-
tion within the subject; a communications sub-system situ-
ated in the housing including one or more communications
devices for transmitting signals to and receiving signals
from a communications receiver device external to the
subject; a plurality of storage vessels for storing therapeutic
or diagnostic materials; and an output fluid connector par-
tially housed in the housing in fluid communication with the
one or more the storage vessels for outputting the therapeu-
tic or diagnostic materials under control of the programmed
control unit.

Further to this aspect, the biocompatible microchip fur-
ther comprises an input fluid connector partially housed in
the housing and under programmed control for obtaining
one or more biological samples from the subject, wherein
one or more of the plurality of storage vessels provide a
reactant for reaction with a received biological sample in a
reactant chamber located within the housing; and, the pro-
grammed controller causing a sensor device to sense a
resulting condition of the reacted biological sample in the
reactant chamber resulting according to the reaction.

In a further aspect, a biocompatible nanochip for treat-
ment of a medical condition in a subject comprises: a
semiconductor substrate upon which is located: one or more
sensor devices for sensing conditions and providing mea-
surements within the subject, a programmed control unit and
an associated memory block configured for controlling
operations on the nanochip in response to received external
command or a sensed condition within the subject; and, a
communications sub-system including one or more commu-
nications devices for transmitting signals to and receiving
signals from a communications receiver device external to
the subject; a power source for powering the communica-
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tions sub-system and the programmed control unit; and, an
external biocompatible coating or covering for the semicon-
ductor substrate.

The nanochip has a length, width and height dimension of
less than 5 um.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

FIG. 1. Exemplary Encapsulation of Nano-Biochip in Cell
or Liposomal Membrane;

FIG. 2A depicts an exposed, top view of a biochip 10
according to one embodiment, and

FIG. 2B depicts a cross-sectional view taken along line
2B-2B of FIG. 2A according to one embodiment;

FIG. 3 depicts, in one embodiment, an IC controller unit
50 for biochip 10 including on-chip components formed on
a wafer substrate;

FIGS. 4A-4C depict operation of a MEMS cantilever
exposing and hiding biologically active excitor in the bio-
chip 10 of FIG. 2A; and

FIG. 5 shows an embodiment of mitosis rate sensing
scheme for a patient implementing two interdependent bio-
chips implanted in a patient’s body in a transmissive mode
of operation.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Many medical conditions exist for which biocompatible
microprocessors and nano-microprocessors could be useful
diagnostic, therapeutic, and/or adjunct therapeutic devices.
This disclosure provides novel bio-chips and nano-biochips
useful in diagnosis and treatment of a variety of physiologic
pathologies.

This disclosure provides biochips with three distinct
parameters. The three parameters relate to biochip: 1) posi-
tion within the subject (either fixed or mobile); 2) topology
(whether the biochip is stand-alone or operates as part of a
system); and 3) mode of operation (sensing (afferent) or
driving (efferent)). The three variables are linearly combined
to yield eight biochip configurations.

In one example, an independent, stationary biochip with
one or more sensing functions is provided. In another
example, a plurality of interdependent, stationary biochips
with interconnected sensing functions is provided. In a
further example, an independent, mobile biochip with one or
more sensing functions is provided. In an additional
example, a plurality of interdependent, mobile biochips with
interconnected sensing functions is provided. In another
example, an independent, stationary biochip with one or
more driving functions is provided. In yet another example,
a plurality of interdependent, stationary biochips with inter-
connected driving functions is provided. In a further
example, an independent, mobile biochip with one or more
driving functions is provided. In an additional example, a
plurality of interdependent, mobile biochips with intercon-
nected driving functions is provided.

FIG. 2A shows an embodiment of an implantable afferent
or efferent biochip module 10 (“module”) configured to
enable the allowable matrix of biochip states and functions.
In particular, module 10 includes a bio-compatible package
75 housing components such as: a semiconductor material
substrate (e.g., silicon or type III-IV material substrates)
wafer or substrate 12 having formed thereon a plurality of
systems including elements (e.g., active and passive device)
configured to perform the sensing and active driving func-
tions; and, a power supply 15 including a power source such
as a battery 20 for providing the power to the configured
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elements. Further, optionally included in module 10 is an
external connector 45 adapted to provide power (such as
electric current) to the power supply device within packag-
ing 75 from an external power source, such as a battery or
generator, for performing biochip functions. Alternately, the
external connector 45 is an electrical connector for wire
based communication between module and an external
control or processing node. The connector 45 may also be or
include a mechanical connector for fluid communication, for
example, to accept fresh reagents and/or flush wastes. The
biochip module 10 may be of a size on the order of about 10
mm to 50 mm on a side housing the wafer 12 and additional
configured elements for a single chip or small module
embodiment, while larger modules (such as illustrated in
FIGS. 2A and 2B) are on the order of about 100 to 200
mmon a side housing the wafer 12 and additional configured
elements.

The packaging 75 can have a coating of a bio-compatible
metal, such as alumina, zirconia, or alloys of alumina and/or
zirconia, or other bio-compatible substances such as poly
(ethylene glycol) or polytetrafluoroethylene-like materials
with thicknesses ranging from between 0.5 pm and 20 pm.
The biochips are on the order of 10 to 50 mm on a side;
nanobiochips are <5 microns on a side; the coating/mem-
brane thickness may range anywhere between about 20 and
800 microinches. Alternatively, the packaging can be a
composite material including but not limited to insulating
materials, water-vapor permeable materials, and polymeric
materials, such as epoxies, urethanes, silicones, resins,
Parylene, and the like. The packaging can be a polymer
comprising hydrophobic, hydrophilic, or amphipathic mol-
ecules, proteins, peptides, cell membrane components, and/
or other biological components on the packaging exterior
(see for example U.S. Pat. Nos. 5,589,563, 6,770,725,
7,884,171, 8,012,587, and 8,005,526, the entire contents of
which are herein incorporated by reference). The packaging
can further contain anti-microbial compositions and/or be
sterilized (see for example U.S. Patent Publication Nos.
20050008676, 20100285084, 2009023270, the entire con-
tents of which are herein incorporated by reference).

In one example, the configured elements on a surface of
a substrate or wafer 12 include MEMS (Micro-Electro-
Mechanical Systems) devices, and other semiconductor
devices, such as active and passive semiconductor devices
and systems. FIGS. 4A-4C show MEMS operation. The
MEMS cantilever arm is situated on the external surface of
the outer layer so that the arm can extend out externally from
the package.

Further provided is an input connector device 25 adapted
for receiving a patient’s biological fluid, such as whole
blood or lymph. Such input connectors are known in the art.
The input connector 25 permits biological fluid or fluid
communication with a patient’s tissue. An optional mem-
brane or screen filter can be included to keep the device from
clogging, in which case the pump could, periodically or
under pressure monitoring, reverse flow to relieve the mem-
brane/screen of debris. Input connector 25 1s in fluid com-
munication between patient’s biological fluid and/or tissue
and a micro-fluidic pump element 37 mounted within or on
wafer 23 within packaging 75 for receiving the biological
fluid and pumping the biological fluid via channels to a
series connection of interconnected chambers or reaction
wells 30, 32, 34, 36, 38 within which chemical reactions,
filtering, analysis and/or other treatment of the biological
fluid is performed.

The input connector device 25 can be adapted to draw
additional biological materials from the patient to self-renew
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storage of hormones, chemicals, etc. by providing a means
to transport the stimulating species up its concentration
gradient, i.e., from a region of lower concentration (outside
the device) to a region of higher concentration (inside the
device). As described in U.S. Patent Publication No.
20060009805, the entire contents of which are incorporated
by reference herein, selective transport can be achieved
using any of a variety of specific molecular carriers that
reversibly form a complex with the chemical of interest and
translocate it into the device. The biochip power supply is
sufficient to transport the desired species against its concen-
tration gradient.

At least one barrier layer covers each chamber, to isolate
the reacting component from biological components outside
the chambers. The barrier layer can be selectively disinte-
grated or permeabilized to expose the reacting component to
the biological fluid.

For example, to initiate a chemical reaction, the barrier
layer on the chamber is removed or made permeable under
control of the CPU. The biological fluid passes into the
chamber 30 (by diffusion or active pumping by pump
element 37 of fluid into chamber), contacts an enzymatic
reagent within the chamber, reacts with the reagent, and the
products pass out of the chamber 30 to a fluid output 40
connector. This process may be repeated numerous times by
opening additional chambers 32, 34, 36, 38 and exposing
fresh reagent, or by addition of more reagent from a reagent
well 43 via a microchannel 41.

In another example, one or more sensors are located
inside each chamber. The sensors are protected from the
physiological environment until the barrier layer is removed
or made permeable. Once the barrier is removed or made
permeable, the sensors can detect the presence and/or quan-
tity of molecules or the conditions in or near one or more
chambers. Such sensors can be used, for example, in con-
trolling and monitoring the release of molecules to or from
the patient’s biological fluid and/or tissue and other chemi-
cal release devices or the release of chemicals from cham-
bers in the same device. The permeability of the barrier layer
can be passively controlled, changing without any user
intervention, or actively controlled, in which a device con-
troller initiates an action which renders the barrier layer
permeable. See, for example, U.S. Pat. No. 7,985,386, the
entire contents of which are herein incorporated by refer-
ence.

Inter-connecting each fluid chamber 32, 34, 36, 38 is a
conduit structure, such as fluid micro-channels 35, and one
or more micro-pumps 37. Inter-connections of micro-chan-
nels may be configured as parallel connections, serial con-
nections, or combined serial and parallel connections. An
output fluid micro-pump 37 and output fluid channel 39
provides output fluid material from chamber 38 to a fluid
output 40 connector, which outputs biological fluid, waste,
or other materials, either into the patient tissue or adjacent
fluid system (blood or lymphatic system), or connected to
other biological fluid output for further analysis within or
external to the patient. Treatment of patient’s biological
and/or reagent waste to denature, kill, or otherwise render
harmless prior to return of waste stream to patient is antici-
pated. Inclusion of a waste treatment chamber in which the
waste stream can be exposed to heat, electric shock, ultra-
sonic or radiative energy to render the waste products
harmless is taught.

Further included within packaging 75 of module 10 is one
or more containers 43, e.g., a vessel or well, for carrying a
gas, a chemical, or a reagent, each of which are connected
to reaction chambers 32, 34, 36, 38 via microchannels 41 in
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fluid connection with a pump 47 for pumping controlled
amounts of reactants/reagents necessary to stimulate a reac-
tion in one or more chambers, e.g., a reactant vessel or tank
48. A control device, a central processing unit (CPU) or
controller controls the actuation of the micro-pumps 37 such
that a reagent, e.g., a gas or chemical from a well 43 or like
vessel, may be released or transported into a reaction well or
chamber. A further waste storage vessel or well 44 is in
further fluid communication with chambers 32, 34, 36, 38
via microchannels 41 for receiving waste products or other
materials, e.g., fluids, gases, from reactions. The CPU or
controller may control the configuration of connections of
fluid channels to/from the micro-pumps to reaction cham-
bers 32, 34, 36, 38 and control the timing of reactive and
reaction product material transfers to/from reaction cham-
bers 32, 34, 36, 38. Chamber sizes can range from 1 cc to
300 cc, preferably between 10 to 100 cc.

In one embodiment, the CPU may be used to initiate a
controlled release of a material, e.g., medicine, therapeutic
agent, efc.

In one embodiment, configured elements formed on sub-
strate 12 include an Integrated Circuit (IC) controller unit or
system 50 for controlling on-chip sensing, measuring and
driving functions/operations performed. FIG. 3 depicts, in
one embodiment, an IC controller unit 50 including on-chip
components formed on a wafer substrate including but not
limited to: a processing core including a Central Processing
Unit (CPU) or like programmable controller and associated
cache memory 53, a memory system including a Random
Access Memory (RAM) 56. The memory system alternately,
or in addition, may include DRAM or SRAM devices, or
both, or other memory devices such as flash and EEPROM.
Further located on substrate 12 are sensors 55 for perform-
ing one or more sensing and measuring functions such a
measurement of temperature or pressure and/or sensors 57
for performing other sets of functions, such as chemical,
biochemical or physiological measuring (for example mea-
suring O,, CO,, urea, hormones, or proteins in biological
fluids and/or tissues), radiation level measuring, or sensing
the rate of local tissue mitosis or other tissue changes such
as fibrosis, apoptosis or necrosis. The biochips module may
be equipped with on the order of 10-10,000 sensor devices,
depending upon the IC footprint.

Additionally, on the wafer 12 are formed preformed
modules and other devices, such as a data bus (not shown)
and a communications sub-system, e.g., including a
receiver/transceiver device including a communications
front-end 52 which may include a radio frequency (RF)
transceiver or like functional transmitter/receiver devices
performing communications with external devices, e.g,
transmitting real-time sensor measurement data relating to
on-biochip operations to an external monitor or a display of
a host system. The transceiver can have a low power
electromagnetic (EM) send function, for example, transmit-
ting EM passband of about 200 to 1500 nm (UV to IR),
and/or (Very Low Frequency) VLF to (Ultra high frequency)
UHF wavelengths. The transceiver can have a low power
sonic send function, transmitting or receiving sonic fre-
quency bandwidth of less than 10,000 Hz, preferably less
than 5,000 Hz, even more preferably less than 1,000 Hz. A
data-rate generator, a Modulator, controller, write data gen-
erator block 58, and an RF antenna or similar communica-
tions device 65 operative with the transceiver (or separate
receiver/transmitter devices) for receiving external com-
mands or instruction signals, e.g., from a host, and commu-
nicating signals to module 10 for external processing.
Antenna 58 further functions to passively receive electrical
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energy, and couple energy to a rectifier device (not shown)
which may rectify the energy signals to obtain power for
powering one or more configured components. Thus, mod-
ule 10 may be powered by induction or RF coupling,

In one embodiment, a communications transceiver of
module device 10 may implement short-wavelength radio
transmissions according to the IEEE 802.x protocol (e.g., at
industrial, scientific and medical (ISM) radio bands (por-
tions of the radio spectrum) between 2400-2480 GHz).
Thus, a network topology may be configured wherein two or
more biochip modules communicate over a network, e.g.,
using IEEE 802x or LEE.E 802.15.1 communications
protocol, to an external host, and/or communicate with each
other.

In further embodiments, a separate acoustic (ultrasonic)
signal communications device may be formed on wafer or
provided within the chip, e.g.. for receiving or sending
ultrasonic frequency communications. For example, a sen-
sor device located within the package may include an
acoustic pick-up that can receive instructions from a host at
ultrasonic frequencies. Ultrasonics may be used in one
implementation for mitosis rate sensing functions. For
example, tissue deltas (such as changes in tissue density,
temperature, cell size, disappearance of nuclei, and/or orga-
nizational characteristics) during mitosis are detectable by
changes in ultrasonic (broad or narrow band) response as
can be measured, for example, by sound wave transmission
through tissue, sound wave reflection back from ftissue,
and/or spatial wavelength shifts. Tissue deltas can be based
on measurements of the same (i.e., internal delta) target
tissue at different times (for example, for a target liver,
following surgical tumor removal, during chemo/radiation
therapy and over a post-therapeutic monitoring period, mea-
surements of tissue deltas can be periodically taken), or it
can be based on changes between target tissue and a control
tissue mass (external delta) at the same time (for example,
target organ is liver and control tissue mass is a lung and
both are continuously monitored until a triggering delta is
encountered). It is understood that, while ultrasonic fre-
quency signals may be received by the host system, e.g,,
instructions or commands, the responsive communications
may be any generic RF communications such as 802.x
protocol or preferably via IEEE 802.15.6 Body Area Net-
works (BAN), or via ultrasonic means for example, and vice
versa (receive RF signal commands and respond with ultra-
sonic frequency signals).

FIG. 2B shows a cross-sectional view of biochip module
10 taken from line 2B-2B of the module 10 shown in FIG.
2A. In one embodiment, biochip module 10 is a stacked
arrangement 80 including a first wafer layer 82 providing the
interconnecting electrical conductor layers for routing of
power, 1/O signals control signals, etc. and power signal
routing network for delivering power to configured elements
of substrate 12. Biochip module 10 additionally includes a
second wafer layer 84 having the formed reaction chambers
30, 32, 34, 36, 38, the reactant stores and waste product
vessels, fluidic interconnects 35 and micro-pumps 37. Bio-
chip module 10 further includes a third wafer layer 86
having configured elements such as the CPU, memory,
sensor devices and communications circuits and MEMs
circuits and devices. The wafer may optionally include a
container 87 of radioactive materials, for example a radio-
nuclide including but not limited to: a single radionuclide, or
a plurality of different radionuclides to kill cancer cells. The
radionuclide material function by emitting alpha (or beta)
particle radiation and is shielded from the body, so the
effluent (i.e., blood or other biological fluid) potentially
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containing cancer cells would be vectored to the shielded
chamber, e.g., by a valve and channels means in fluid
communication between said shielded chamber and the
device input or previous chamber.

The biochip module can be implanted or administered to
a fixed position in a subject, such that the biochip remains
stationary within the subject’s body. Alternatively, the bio-
chip can be administered to a subject in a mobile or variable
condition, such that the biochip moves from one position in
the subject’s body to a different position in the subject’s
body over a period of time, for example, in the bloodstream,
lymphatic system, or other fluid movement system such as
digestive tract. As used herein, to “administer” the biochip
means to place the biochip within the subject, such as by
oral, surgical, or injectable methods.

The biochip can be configured to act as an independent or
interdependent biochip. As an independent or “stand-alone”
unit, the biochip functions independently of any other bio-
chips which may be administered to the patient. The inde-
pendently-functioning biochip can have integrated function
and/or communication with one or more sources external to
the subject, e.g., a host monitoring system. As an interde-
pendent or “systemic” unit, the biochip functions or com-
municates, e.g., via IEEE 802 .x protocol, in tandem with one
or more additional biochips administered to the subject. A
plurality of interdependent biochips can be administered
simultaneously with, prior to, or subsequent to administra-
tion of other biochips. Interdependent biochips can have
integrated function and/or communications with one or more
sources external to the subject, alternatively or in addition to
biochip inter-functionality. A biochip “system” or plurality
of biochips within the subject can be 2, 3, 4, 5,6, 7, 8, 9, 10,
12,15, 18, 20, 25, 30, 35, 40, 45, or 50 or more biochips that
function together. The teaching is agnostic with respect to
network architecture and/or topology.

The biochip can be configured for afferent/physiologic
sensing operations. The biochip can alternatively be config-
ured for efferent/driving operations.

Afferent/Sensing Functions.

Biochips of the variety described herein with respect to
FIGS. 2A, 2B, 3 and 4, have sensing functions and, via the
RF front end under CPU control, report signals and/or data
back to the host or an external system, e.g., for monitoring
or data analysis. In one example, an independent, stationary
biochip with one or more sensing functions is provided. In
another example, a plurality of interdependent, stationary
biochips with interconnected sensing functions is provided.
In a further example, an independent, mobile biochip with
one or more sensing functions is provided. In an additional
example, a plurality of interdependent, mobile biochips with
interconnected sensing functions is provided.

For example, sensing biochips can sense O, in a patient’s
tissues and upload that data to the doctor via a specific
communications channel; or the sensing biochip can func-
tion as an afferent nerve signal bridge by receiving signals
from viable nerve cells in a patient and transmitting those
signals, e.g., via RF or sonic communications, to a further
point in the patient’s healthy neurological network for
communication with the patient’s central nervous system
(CNS) in cases where the patient has a nerve pathway gap.
The biochip can employ a sonic and/or EM signal and a
second biochip or a detector outside the patient can measure
tissue response employing the Doppler effect (with spectrum
spreading changes identified as proportional to tissue
changes and/or indirectly via blood flow to targeted tissue).
For example, one of two biochip modules in a networked
topology surrounding the tissue whose mitosis rate is being
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monitored, may direct monochromatic electromagnetic
wave signals (coherent at the source biochip module)
through tissue being monitored for mitosis sensing for
receipt at the second biochip module. The second biochip
module may be configured to detect wave velocity spread
and consequently phase shifts of the wave components of
the source signal to detect mitosis rates. At a minimum, use
of the Doppler effect (which may be in the acoustic range,
such as Acoustic Doppler Velocimetry, etc.) can enable
distinguishing high mitosis rates from regular mitosis rates
directly due to tissues changes or indirectly due to increased
blood flow to target tissue. Doppler effect can be used to
indirectly assess mitosis rate of a tissue by velocimetric
measurement of blood flow to the target tissue; in addition,
spectrum spread aspects of Doppler can directly indicate
tissue state changes by measuring deltas in velocities and/or
phase shifts in signals of different wavelengths. For
example, tissue changes can affect a signal’s propagation
differently at different wavelengths; in the case of capaci-
tance or dielectric constant, the effect on a signal is different
at different wavelengths. This could be accomplished as well
by a single biochip module in a reflection mode in which a
single signal source (i.e., the biochip) sends out a signal, and
a target reflects a portion of the incident signal back towards
the source; the source receiving and analyzing the returned
signal. This is in contrast to the conjugate transmissive mode
of operation in which two (or more) chips are involved: one
is the signal source and the other is the signal receiving
device, and the signal receiving device analyzes the received
signal. In both modes, transmission of the signal through
target tissue (and back where applicable) causes changes in
the signal which the receiving device analyzes against
established (i.e., modeled) results so that a target tissue
assessment/evaluation/determination/diagnosis  can  be
made.

In one example, a stationary, independent biochip is
administered to a fixed position within the subject for
afferent/sensing functioning. Sensing functions for this bio-
chip can include measurements of physiologic temperature
(T), pressure (P), intravenous (I-V) concentrations, and/or
chemical/biochemical concentrations (such as O,, CO,,
urea, or proteins).

Such a biochip can function as a dosimeter, providing
pharmocologic chemical measuring or radiation measuring.
This biochip can also function in sensing mitosis, fibrosis, or
necrosis. This biochip can alternatively function in sensation
of nerve pathways/proprioception.

In another example, a plurality of stationary biochips with
interdependent or interconnected functionality is adminis-
tered to a fixed position within the subject for afferent/
sensing functioning. Under on-chip CPU or like controller
device control, sensing functions for these biochips can
include measurements of physiologic temperature (T), pres-
sure (P), intravenous (I-V) concentrations, and/or chemical/
biochemical concentrations (such as O,, CO,, urea, or
proteins).

Interconnected biochips can function as a dosimeter,
providing pharmocologic chemical measuring or radiation
measuring. The biochips may also function in sensing mito-
sis, fibrosis, or necrosis and can alternatively function in
sensation of nerve pathways/proprioception.

An afferent biochip or plurality of biochips can be
designed to measure dynamically changing patient physical
characteristics in local tissue, such as temperature, pressure,
and/or electrical characteristics, or biochemical characteris-
tics such as O,, CO,, protein concentrations, glucose, or
drug or radiation delivery (x-ray, Beta or other radiation
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forms) at target organs or tissues. In a similar manner, the
biochip or biochips can be designed to sense drug bioavail-
ability and pharmacokinetics in local tissue, such as chemo-
therapeutic agents or other drug concentrations. The biochip
or biochips can store and/or report observed data on-demand
or on a preprogrammed periodic basis. The mode of sensing
and/or communications can be enabled by devices adapted
to provide sonic communication or sonic or EM communi-
cation using the Doppler Effect.

In one example, independent or interdependent stationary
sensing biochips are implanted in a target tissue. The
implanted biochips are powered by induction, RF coupling,
or a combination of the two. The biochips are designed to
interface with the tissue either passively, such as by mea-
suring electrical or chemical activity in or adjacent to the
tissue, or actively, such as by emulation of neural, chemical,
or hormonal signaling pathways.

In a specific example, one or more independent or intet-
dependent stationary sensing biochips are implanted in or
adjacent to a tumor site for real-time monitoring of chemo-
therapeutic, drug or radiation delivery directly to the tumor.
In a similar example, the biochip or biochips are implanted
in or adjacent to a tissue with a non-cancerous condition for
which treatment is sought, for the purpose of monitoring
drug delivery to the tissue.

Sensing stationary biochips as disclosed herein can be
designed to sense the rate of local tissue mitosis or other
tissue changes such as fibrosis or necrosis.

For example, a single biochip implanted in a tumor or
elsewhere in a patient’s body can measure the real-time
dynamic activity of the tumor or other tissues via a variety
of means, including: monitoring and measuring ambient
signals; transmitting sonic “pings” and reading reflected
signals; measuring changes in electrical permittivity, mag-
netic permeability, turbidity, light transmission or reflection
of light based on tissue changes, density or pressure by sonic
energy and/or ultrasonics; monitoring blood or other bio-
logical fluid borne tumor marker concentrations; radio-
graphic measurements, such as deploying radiolabels which
would be taken-up by mitotic cells and measuring tissue
radioactivity.

In another example, a plurality of interdependent biochips
implanted in a tumor or elsewhere in a patient’s body can
measure the real-time dynamic activity of the tumor or other
tissues. For example, FIG. 5 shows an embodiment of
mitosis rate sensing scheme for a patient implementing two
interdependent biochips implanted in a tumor or elsewhere
in a patient’s body 100. As shown in FIG. 5, a first biochip
module 110a having one or more mode measurement sensor
devices may be affixed located at or proximate the tissue 101
being monitored in a subject while an additional biochip
module 1105 in communication with the first module 110a
provides a stimulus signal 111 (i.e., ultrasonic signals,
monochrommatic light signals, etc.) for receipt by the first
sensor module 110a for sensing the stimulus signal or aspect
of the tissue 101 being monitored. For example, via inter-
chip send-receive mode measurements between chips 110q,
1105 of electrical permittivity, magnetic permeability, tur-
bidity, light transmittivity (reflection of light based on tissue
changes), and density or pressure by sonic energy and/or
ultrasonics, a mitosis rate condition may be deduced. The
mitosis rate sensing scheme may occur at a programmed
time interval, or, when instructed by a received external
command signal 115, for example. Moreover, the sensor
1105 performing the measuring may wirelessly communi-
cate the data or information 120 to a host system, where the
measurement is as described above for measuring tissue
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deltas. Increases in tissue volume and/or density indicate
increased mitosis is occurring in that area.

Sensing stationary biochips as disclosed herein can alter-
natively be designed to sense, or sense and transmit, afferent
neural signals, such as proprioceptive signals. Such neural
biochips can be implanted or wearable.

In a further example, an independent, mobile biochip with
one or more sensing functions is provided. Rather than being
present in a fixed position within the subject’s body, this
biochip moves within the subject’s body. Since the biochip
is mobile (for example, floating within the blood, lymph or
other biologic fluid), limitations of size to ensure no isch-
emia (blood flow blockage to tissues) require this biochip to
be less than 5 microns in diameter in any direction, which
permits clearance of capillaries. Due to size limitations, a
mobile biochip is therefore limited to a single or few
measurement function(s). Additionally, the size limitation
necessitates that the biochip have no battery or integrated
power source; instead, power is continuously fed to the
biochip thru inductive or RF coupling. Sensing functions for
this biochip can include measurements of physiologic tem-
perature (T), pressure (P), intravenous (I-V) concentrations,
or chemical/biochemical concentrations (such as O,, CO,,
urea, or proteins). Such a biochip can function as a dosim-
eter, providing pharmocologic chemical measuring or radia-
tion measuring. This biochip can alternatively function in
sensing mitosis, fibrosis, or necrosis, or in sensation of nerve
pathways/proprioception.

In an additional example, a plurality of interdependent,
mobile biochips with interconnected sensing functions is
provided. As with the single biochip, these biochips move
within the subject’s body and are therefore less than 5
microns in diameter in any direction, which permits clear-
ance of capillaries. Due to size limitations, the mobile
biochips are limited to a single measurement function and
have no battery or integrated power source; instead, power
is continuously fed to the biochips thru inductive or RF
coupling. Sensing functions for these biochips can include
measurements of physiologic temperature (T), pressure (P),
intravenous (I-V) concentrations, or chemical/biochemical
concentrations (such as O,, CO,, urea, or proteins). Inter-
connected biochips can function as a dosimeter, providing
pharmocologic chemical measuring or radiation measuring.
The biochips can alternatively function in sensing mitosis,
fibrosis, or necrosis, or in sensation of nerve pathways/
proprioception.

In one embodiment, signal and waveform conditioning
are implemented. That is, received electrical signals may be
generated, processed or conditioned for use as an efferent
signal to target an organ or vessel, e.g., that is not responding
to or does not respond well to patient’s natural or conven-
tional artificial electrical stimulus. For example, in the case
of biochips functioning as an afferent nerve signal bridge, a
biochip module functioning as bridge an attached to a
healthy portion of a nerve ending may sense or receive an
electrical stimulus either internal to the body, e.g., from the
nerve itself, or, external from the body, via, an artificial RF
instruction or command. The chip may respond by gener-
ating an appropriate efferent signal to drive the target organ,
e.g., a muscle. This may involve processing or signal con-
ditioning the responsive signal to be fired.

In a further application, a biochip “system” including a
plurality of biochips may communicate to perform various
coordinated functions. For example, communications and
body area network (BAN) technologies may be established
for use with the biochips according to an emerging IEEE
802.15.6 standard or other wireless protocol. In such



US 10,327,644 B2

11

embodiments, chips may act singly, for example, wirelessly
communicating directly with a centralized communications
function chip which communicates with the host. In this
embodiment, a single node in the network controls commu-
nications between all biochips internally and externally to
the host. Alternatively, the biochips can act in coordinated
fashion, i.e., by wirelessly communicating directly amongst
themselves and/or the host, within a network topology. In
this embodiment, each node (address) communicates with
any other and/or the external host (i.e., N-arbitrary parallel
communication channels to the host).

Efferent/Driving Functions.

This disclosure further provides biochips with active
functions that drive physiological activities. In one example,
an independent, stationary biochip with one or more driving
functions is provided. In another example, a plurality of
interdependent, stationary biochips with interconnected
driving functions is provided.

Driving biochips can be designed to emulate efferent
nerve pathways, including emulation of neural firing and
biochemical regulation of neural signaling. Alternatively,
driving biochips can be designed to stimulate hormonal or
other biochemical pathways.

In one example, a stationary, independent biochip is
administered to a fixed position within the subject for
efferent/driving functioning. Driving functions for this bio-
chip can include emulation of efferent nerve pathways and
stimulation of hormonal or other biochemical pathways.

In another example, a plurality of stationary biochips with
interdependent or interconnected functionality is adminis-
tered to a fixed position within the subject for efferent/
driving functioning. Driving functions for these biochips can
include emulation of efferent nerve pathways and stimula-
tion of hormonal or other biochemical pathways.

For example, for a nerve bridging function, the biochip
module may respond by enhancing the body’s natural nerve
“synapse” signal response that has been compromised.
Alternately, the responsive signal generated may be condi-
tioned to emulate the nerve signal itself. It is understood
generally that, signals generated on-biochip that drive physi-
ological activities, may be processed according to various
user programmable parameters, including but not limited to:
current and/or voltage signal amplitude, signal frequency or
duty cycle, signal rise time, signal fall time, dwell time, etc.,
to yield the desired response. For the case of an afferent
nerve bridge, the generated conditioned signal emulates the
nerve signal for direct application to the muscle.

The biochips disclosed herein are capable of interfacing
within the physiological environment of the subject. For
example, biochips can assess the presence of hormones or
other chemicals adjacent to the biochip by taking sample
measurements, and deliver pharmaceutical or other benefi-
cial substances to modulate, correct or improve physiologi-
cal levels. In this manner, drugs, hormones, and other
chemicals can be delivered appropriately and without the
need for inconveniences such as external monitoring and
injections. In one example, a biochip can measure blood
sugar levels by regular monitoring of a subject’s blood, and
deliver a correct amount of insulin as needed in response to
such measurements, thus eliminating the need for the subject
to perform a needle prick and self-inject insulin.

In another example, proteins or fragments necessary to
stimulate or inhibit a physiological reaction can be ‘capti-
vated’ on the biochip by bonding the stimulatory or inhibi-
tory aspect (such as a ligand) to the biochip. The biochip as
provided herein has a means to ‘expose’ or ‘hide’ the protein
to excite or suppress the activity. In one example, a biochip
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implanted proximal to a patient’s thyroid has thyroid stimu-
lating hormone (TSH) bound to an immovable phase on
biochip. When the thyroid cells are receiving inadequate
exposure to TSH and increases in T3 and T4 response
hormones are desired, the biochip would ‘expose’ the TSH
functional aspect to the follicular cells” TSH receptors,
which would result in stimulating hormone production and
secretion. When sufficient activity has been achieved (or
alternatively, following a pre-programmed time limit), the
biochip ‘hides’ the bound TSH and thyroid stimulation
ceases.

Exposure or sequestration of proteins. etc. such as
described herein can be performed by MEMS means that
would open and close mechanical doors, and/or raise the
molecule/compound to interface with the tissues by canti-
lever action following activation of the MEMS component
of the biochip.

FIGS. 4A-4C depict operations of a MEMS cantilever
exposing and hiding biologically active excitor in the bio-
chip 10 of FIG. 2A. As shown in FIG. 4A, one or more
MEMS devices 70 are formed on a Silicon device surface
72. Particularly, formed in the Silicon surface 72 are one or
more MEMS devices, such as retractable MEMs catilever-
type devices 76a, 765, 76¢ contained in a respective MEMS
recession/cavity 75a, 75b, 75¢ associated with each MEMS
device. While three MEMs cavities 754, 75b, 75¢ receiving
cantilever-type MEMs devices 76a, 76b, 76¢ are shown in
the embodiment depicted in FIG. 4A, the module is not so
limited. As shown in FIG. 4B, a MEMs cantilever-type
device 76 in a relaxed state, hides a biologically active
excitor molecule 79 (e.g., including an antibody, antigen,
hormone, etc.) beneath a surface of the device surface 72 in
a manner such that the excitor is shielded when recessed
(e.g., by steric-hindrance). Prior to MEMs device activation,
the cantilever device surface is exposed to a host or patient’s
material to be treated, e.g., a specific cell receptor 78, shown
at or proximate the cantilever. As shown in FIG. 4C, upon
receipt of an activation signal, e.g., such as a control signal
generated by the CPU, or in response to activation by
application of heat energy, the MEMS cantilever is
deformed (stressed) to elevate the cantilever arm 76 and
expose the excitor molecule beyond the chip boundaries for
reaction with the host’s receptor cell 78 such that the
excitor-receptor complex 77 elicits a biological activity/
response. This exposure may be autonomous, i.e., timed, or
otherwise user controlled, via receipt of instruction signals,
e.g., via external RF signal commands from the host system.
Alternately, or in addition, a sensor device, which monitors
certain functions, may trigger the excitation depending upon
a sensed condition, e.g., to high or low a TSH level.

In another example, a MEMS means can have an inte-
grated synthetic replica of a molecule of interest. A “tem-
plate” of a protein or other efferent molecule can be pro-
duced as described in U.S. Patent Publication No. 2011/
0021347, the entire contents of which are hereby
incorporated by reference. This template can be used to
create a synthetic equivalent of a desired molecule which
would last for an extended period of time without needing
replacement. The synthetic equivalent would be affixed to
the cantilever arm, for example, and could be extended and
retracted to produce a physiological response as needed.

Biochips as disclosed herein can interface with neural
cells in the subject via electrical and/or biochemical inter-
actions. For biochemical interactions, the biochip can assess
the presence of ions (such as Ca™) and/or neurotransmitters
and respond by continuing the signal forward, or responding
back to the signaling cells, utilizing stored ions, neurotrans-
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mitters, etc. For electrical interactions, the biochips are
formed from, or coated with, either conductive materials or
non-conductive materials with conductive dopants. These
biochips can receive electrical signals from neurons and
transmit electrical signals at appropriate levels. To further
facilitate interactivity and reduce inflammatory reactions to
the biochip, the packaging can be coated with a conductive
polymer polymerized in the presence of live tissue, cells,
cell constituents and/or in artificial scaffolds, as described in
U.S. Pat. No. 8,005,526, the entire contents of which are
incorporated by reference herein. Polymerization with live
biological components increases the effective surface area of
the biochip resulting in lowered impedance and enhanced
biocompatibility thereby facilitating signal transduction.
The biologically integrated packaging further stabilizes the
electrically conductive substrate by interfacing the substrate
with surrounding cells and/or tissue when implanted and can
be loaded with bioactive substances that prevent the forma-
tion of unwanted immune rejections.

Biochips as provided herein include nano-scale biochips
(“nanochips”, defined as less than 5 microns in length in any
dimension). The nanochips can be encapsulated in lipo-
somes, or natural or synthetic semipermeable membranes.
Alternatively, the nanochips can be inserted via known
techniques into subject’s host cells (such as RBCs, eosino-
phils, or macrophages) which optionally have been denucle-
ated. The patient would be irradiated with EM (RF, micro-
wave, etc.) or magnetic energy to power the encapsulated
nanochips, which are designed to take readings and transmit
data to an external system. The external system can read data
and optionally correlate data readings to nanochip location
within the subject’s body, such as by internal 3D O, con-
centration mapping. Nanochips can have afferent or efferent
functions. Afferent functions include measurement of con-
ditions which can be sensed through a cell or liposome
membrane, such as temperature, O, concentration, or glu-
cose concentration.

Given the size of the nanochips, singulation is preferably
achieved by employing semiconductor IC layout ground
rules (GRs) with wide streets (large separation between dice
in rows and columns). In this manner, nanoscale dice could
be singulated. In addition, singulation could be done by
lithographic introduction of features (such as lines or
defects) into metallization, silicon, or other semiconducting
substrate, whereupon cleavage along the fault or demarca-
tion could occur following expression of some mechanical
force, resulting in singulation of nano-sized biochips. In
addition, alternating cycles of heat and cold could produce
sufficient force to singulate nano-biochips along demarca-
tions or fault lines.

As used herein, the terms “subject” and “patient” are used
interchangeably and refer to an animal, preferably a mam-
mal such as a non-primate (e.g., cows, pigs, horses, cats,
dogs, rats etc.) and a primate (e.g., monkey and human), and
most preferably a human.

Conditions treatable with the biochips as disclosed herein
include but are not limited to kidney disease, liver dysfunc-
tion, pancreatitis, thyroid diseases, insulin resistance,
paralysis due to severed or dysfunctional neurological path-
ways, and brain biochemical imbalances.

What is claimed is:

1. A system for monitoring one or more medical condi-
tions in a subject, the system comprising:

at least two biocompatible microchips, each microchip

comprising:
a housing including a biocompatible coating or cover-
ng,

14

a first semiconductor substrate situated in said housing
upon which is located one or more sensor devices for
sensing conditions and providing measurements
within said subject;

5 a second semiconductor substrate situated in said hous-
ing including a programmed control unit and an
associated memory block configured for controlling
operations on said microchip in response to received
external command or a sensed condition within said
subject;

a communications sub-system situated in said housing
including one or more communications devices for
transmitting signals to and receiving signals from a
communications receiver device external to said
subject;

a plurality of storage vessels for storing therapeutic or
diagnostic materials; and

an output fluid connector partially housed in said
housing in fluid communication with said one or
more said storage vessels for outputting said thera-
peutic or diagnostic materials under control of said
programmed control unit,

wherein said at least two biocompatible microchips are
interdependent, each biocompatible microchip adapted
for implantation in a subject’s body for sensing a
mitosis rate in a local tissue, a first biocompatible
microchip of said at least two biocompatible micro-
chips having one or more measurement sensor devices
affixed at a local area of a tissue being monitored in a
subject and a second biocompatible microchip of said
at least two biocompatible microchips in communica-
tion with the first biocompatible microchip and provid-
ing a stimulus signal for receipt by the first biocom-
patible microchip, said first biocompatible microchip
sensing the stimulus signal and detecting a phase shift
in wave components of the stimulus signal for use in
detecting the local tissue mitosis rate.

2. The system as claimed in claim 1, each microchip

farther comprising:

an input fluid connector partially housed in said housing
and under programmed control for obtaining one or
more biological samples from the subject, wherein one
or more of said plurality of storage vessels provide a
reactant for reaction with a received biological sample
in a reactant chamber located within said housing; and,

said programmed controller causing a sensor device to
sense a resulting condition of said reacted biological
sample in said reactant chamber resulting according to
said reaction.

3. The system as claimed in claim 2, wherein said
programmed controller initiates a reacted biological sample
is output to said subject via said output fluid connector.

4. The system as claimed in claim 1, each microchip
55 further comprising:

a power source located within said housing for powering
said communications sub-system and said programmed
control unit.

5. The system as claimed in claim 4, each microchip

60 further comprising:

a radiofrequency antenna operatively connecting said
receiver and transmitter of said communications sub-
system for receiving communicated control signals for
controlling sensing and reacting operations within said
housing.

6. The system as claimed in claim 4 wherein said power

source comprises a battery.
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7. The system as claimed in claim 5 wherein said trans-
mitter device of said communications sub-system is adapted
to communicate signals from sensor measurements to an
external receiving device, or, communicate control signals
from said controller unit to a further communications
receiver device located within the subject.

8. The system of claim 1, wherein one of said at least two
biocompatible microchips is mobile within the subject.

9. The system of claim 1, wherein one of said at least two
biocompatible microchips is coordinated to operate in con-
junction with one or more additional mobile biocompatible
microchips within the subject.

10. The system of claim 4, wherein each said biocompat-
ible microchip is powered by a battery within the microchip.

11. The system of claim 1, wherein said first semicon-
ductor substrate further includes a micro-electro-mechanical
system (MEMS) operative under programmed control for
providing a reaction with a biological sample.

12. The system of claim 1, wherein said communications
subsystem communicates according to a wireless IEEE
802.x communications protocol.

13. The system of claim 1, wherein said communications
subsystem includes an ultrasonic frequency receiver and
transmitter for receiving and sending ultrasonic signals for
reaction with biological structures internal said subject.
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14. The system of claim 4, wherein said power source of
the biocompatible microchip provides power to said micro-
chip via inductive or radiofrequency coupling.

15. The system of claim 1, wherein the one or more
medical conditions comptrise: kidney disease, liver dysfunc-
tion, pancreatitis, thyroid diseases, insulin resistance,
paralysis due to severed or dysfunctional neurological path-
ways, and brain biochemical imbalances.

16. The system of claim 14, wherein a biocompatible
microchip of said at least two biocompatible microchips has
no battery or integrated power source, said biocompatible
microchip configured to provide a single measurement func-
tion using power continuously fed to the biocompatible
microchip through said inductive or RF coupling.

17. The system of claim 5, wherein each said biocompat-
ible microchip performs sensing functions, a sensing func-
tion performed at said biocompatible microchip comprising:

sensing measurement of one or more of: physiologic

temperature, pressure, intravenous (I-V) concentra-
tions, one or more chemical/biochemical concentra-
tions, fibrosis, or necrosis, or in sensing of nerve
pathways and/or proprioception.

18. The system of claim 5, wherein said at least two
interdependent biocompatible microchips function as a
dosimeter to perform one or more of: pharmocologic chemi-
cal measuring or radiation measuring.
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