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HEATING FLUID IN A PORTION OF SUBSURFACE
VASCULATURE BY EMITTING ENERGY THROUGH AN
EXTERNAL BODY SURFACE AT A FIRST LOCATION USING
AN ENERGY SOURCE

800

N

MEASURING A TEMPERATURE OF A DOWNSTREAM REGION
OF TISSUE VIA THE EXTERNAL BODY SURFACE AT A
SECOND LOCATION USING A DOWNSTREAM
TEMPERATURE SENSOR

DETERMINING A FLOW RATE OF FLUID IN THE PORTION OF
SUBSURFACE VASCULATURE BASED AT LEAST ON THE
MEASURED TEMPERATURE

FIGURE 8
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ELEVATING A PORTION OF A BODY COMPRISING A 900
PORTION OF SUBSURFACE VASCULATURE TO A FIRST )
ELEVATION &

DETERMINING AT LEAST ONE FLOW RATE OF BLOOD IN
THE PORTION OF VASCULATURE USING AN ENERGY
SOURCE AND A DOWNSTREAM TEMPERATURE SENSOR
WHEN THE PORTION OF THE BODY IS AT THE FIRST
ELEVATION

ELEVATING THE PORTION OF THE BODY TO A SECOND
ELEVATION THAT IS SUBSTANTIALLY DIFFERENT FROM
THE FIRST ELEVATION

DETERMINING AT LEAST ONE FLOW RATE OF BLOOD IN
THE PORTION OF VASCULATURE USING THE ENERGY
SOURCE AND THE DOWNSTREAM TEMPERATURE SENSOR
WHEN THE PORTION OF THE BODY IS AT THE SECOND
ELEVATION

DETERMINING CALIBRATION DATA BASED ON THE AT
LEAST ONE FLOW RATE DETERMINED WHEN THE PORTION
OF THE BODY IS AT THE FIRST ELEVATION, THE AT LEAST
ONE FLOW RATE DETERMINED WHEN THE PORTION OF
THE BODY IS AT THE SECOND ELEVATION, AND A
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE FIRST ELEVATION AND THE
SECOND ELEVATION
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1
FLOW DETECTION

BACKGROUND

Unless otherwise indicated herein, the materials described
in this section are not prior art to the claims in this appli-
cation and are not admitted to be prior art by inclusion in this
section.

The flow rate of blood in a blood vessel of a person can
be related to a variety of properties of the state of health of
the person. For example, the flow rate of blood in a vessel
can be related to a heart rate, a blood pressure, a blood flow
and/or a pressure profile. The flow rate of blood in one or
more blood vessels of the person could be detected in a
clinical environment to determine a health state or other
medical information about the person. Detection of the flow
rate of blood in a blood vessel of a person over a protracted
period of time (e.g., for a period of hours or days) in a variety
of environments (e.g., a home environment, a work envi-
ronment) could allow the determination of information
about a health state of the person. Such information could be
used to diagnose an adverse health state (e.g., heart disease,
aortic stenosis, aortic regurgitation) of the person, to develop
abaseline ‘healthy’ data set for the person, to detect the early
stages of the development of an adverse health condition, to
inform an exercise regimen of the person, and/or to enable
some other application.

SUMMARY

Some embodiments of the present disclosure provide a
device including: (i) an energy source, wherein the energy
source is configured to emit energy through an external body
surface at a first location into a portion of subsurface
vasculature such that fluid in the portion of subsurface
vasculature is heated; (i1) a downstream temperature sensor,
wherein the downstream temperature sensor is configured to
measure a temperature of a downstream region of tissue via
the external body surface at a second location, wherein the
downstream region of tissue is downstream from the first
location with respect to fluid flow in the portion of subsur-
face vasculature; and (iii) a controller, wherein the controller
is configured to (a) operate the energy source and the
downstream temperature sensor and (b) determine a flow
rate of fluid in the portion of subsurface vasculature based at
least on the temperature measured by the downstream tem-
perature sensor.

Some embodiments of the present disclosure provide a
method including: (1) heating fluid in a portion of subsurface
vasculature, wherein heating fluid in the portion of subsur-
face vasculature comprises emitting energy through an
external body surface at a first location into the portion of
subsurface vasculature using an energy source; (ii) measur-
ing a temperature of a downstream region of tissue via the
external body surface at a second location using a down-
stream temperature sensor, wherein the downstream region
of tissue 1s downstream from the first location with respect
to fluid flow in the portion of subsurface vasculature; and
(iil) determining a flow rate of fluid in the portion of
subsurface vasculature based at least on the temperature
measured by the downstream temperature sensor.

These as well as other aspects, advantages, and alterna-
tives, will become apparent to those of ordinary skill in the
art by reading the following detailed description, with ref-
erence where appropriate to the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1A s side partial cross-sectional view of an example
system, while measuring blood flow in a human wrist.
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FIG. 1B is side partial cross-sectional view of the example
system illustrated in FIG. 1A, while measuring blood flow in
a human wrist.

FIG. 1C is side partial cross-sectional view of the example
system illustrated in FIG. 1A, while measuring blood flow in
a human wrist.

FIG. 2A illustrate example emitted energy and output
waveforms that could be generated by an example flow
detection system.

FIG. 2B illustrate example emitted energy and output
waveforms that could be generated by an example flow
detection system.

FIG. 2C illustrate example emitted energy and output
waveforms that could be generated by an example flow
detection system.

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of an example wearable
device.

FIG. 4A is a perspective top view of an example wrist-
mounted device, when mounted on a wearer’s wrist.

FIG. 4B is a perspective bottom view of an example
wrist-mounted device shown in FIG. 4A, when mounted on
a wearer’s wrist.

FIG. 5A is a perspective bottom view of an example
wrist-mounted device, when mounted on a wearer’s wrist.

FIG. 5B is a perspective top view of an example wrist-
mounted device shown in FIG. 5A, when mounted on a
wearer’s wrist.

FIG. 5C is a perspective view of an example wrist-
mounted device shown in FIGS. 5A and 5B.

FIG. 6 is a block diagram of an example system that
includes a plurality of wearable devices in communication
with a server.

FIG. 7 is a functional block diagram of an example
device.

FIG. 8 is a flow chart of an example method.

FIG. 9 is a flow chart of an example method.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In the following detailed description, reference is made to
the accompanying figures, which form a part hereof. In the
figures, similar symbols typically identify similar compo-
nents, unless context dictates otherwise. The illustrative
embodiments described in the detailed description, figures,
and claims are not meant to be limiting. Other embodiments
may be utilized, and other changes may be made, without
departing from the scope of the subject matter presented
herein. It will be readily understood that the aspects of the
present disclosure, as generally described herein, and illus-
trated in the figures, can be arranged, substituted, combined,
separated, and designed in a wide variety of different con-
figurations, all of which are explicitly contemplated herein.

Further, while embodiments disclosed herein make refer-
ence to use on or in conjunction with a living human body,
it is contemplated that the disclosed methods, systems and
devices may be used in any environment where non-invasive
detection of a flow property is desired. The environment
may be any living or non-living body or a portion thereof,
a gel, an emulsion, a fluid conduit, a fluid reservoir, etc. For
example, one of skill in the art will recognize that the
embodiments disclosed herein may be used to sense prop-
erties of fluid flow in a water treatment system. Moreover,
while the present disclosure describes embodiments for use
in vivo, one of skill in the art will also recognize that in vitro
applications are possible as well. Accordingly, the environ-
ment may also include a test tube or other vessel for holding
a fluid.



US 10,448,843 Bl

3

1. Overview

The flow rate of fluid (e.g., blood) in a portion of
subsurface vasculature of a person could be detected by
heating the fluid using energy emitted by an energy source
(e.g., a laser, a light-emitting diode, an ultrasonic emitter, a
resistive heater or other contact heat source) such that the
fluid experiences an increase in temperature (i.e., is heated).
A temperature sensor could be disposed at a specified
location relative to the energy source and configured to
detect a temperature of a region of tissue downstream from
the portion of subsurface vasculature containing fluid heated
by the energy source. An amplitude, a change in amplitude,
awaveform, a rise time, a relative timing, a latency, or some
other property of the detected temperature could be used to
determine the flow rate of the fluid in the portion of
vasculature. For example, the temperature sensor could be
configured to detect the temperature of a region of tissue that
is downstream from the portion of subsurface vasculature
heated by the energy source; a difference in time between a
change in the intensity of the emitted energy and a change
(e.g., a rise) in the detected temperature of the downstream
region could be determined and used to determine the flow
rate of the fluid (e.g., by dividing a distance between the
downstream region and the portion of subsurface vascula-
ture heated by the energy source by the determined differ-
ence in time). Other configurations and operations of an
energy source and temperature sensor to determine and/or
detect a flow rate of fluid in a portion of vasculature are
anticipated.

An energy source could be configured and/or operated to
emit energy to heat fluid in a portion of subsurface vascu-
lature in a variety of ways according to a variety of appli-
cations. The emitted energy could include light energy (e.g.,
abeam of visible, infrared, ultraviolet, or some other type of
illumination), thermal energy (e.g., heat generated by a
resistive heater or some other type of heater and conducted,
radiated, or otherwise transferred to the fluid), acoustic
energy (e.g., ultrasonic waves configured to heat the fluid),
and/or some other energy. The emitted energy could have a
specified amplitude, intensity, wavelength, or some other
specified property. The energy source could be operated to
continuously emit energy, to generate pulses of energy, to
change a property (e.g., intensity) of an emitted energy from
one period of time to another, and/or to generate an emitted
energy having some other property or properties dependent
on time in some other way. In some examples, the emitted
energy could have a first intensity during a first period of
time and a second intensity during a second period of time,
and a property of a detected temperature (e.g., a level of
temperature, a relative timing of a temperature change, a
waveform of the temperature over time) related to the first
and second intensities and/or the timing of the first and
second periods of time could be used to determine a flow
rate of the fluid in the portion of subsurface vasculature. The
energy source could be operated relative to a temperature
detected using the temperature sensor; for example, the
energy source could be operated to emit energy having a
specified intensity such that a detected temperature and/or
detected change in temperature is substantially equal to a
specified value.

Multiple temperature sensors could be included to detect
the temperature of multiple regions of tissue proximate to
the portion of subsurface vasculature heated by the energy
source and to allow for determination of a flow rate of fluid
in the portion of subsurface vasculature and/or other infor-
mation. For example, a first temperature sensor could be
configured to detect a temperature of a region tissue down-
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4

stream from the portion of subsurface vasculature (e.g., a
downstream portion of subsurface vasculature) heated by the
energy source and a second temperature sensor could be
configured to detect a temperature of a region of tissue that
is not downstream from the portion of subsurface vascula-
ture heated by the energy source (e.g., an upstream portion
of subsurface vasculature). A difference between the tem-
peratures detected by the first and second temperature sen-
sors could be used to determine a flow rate of fluid in the
portion of subsurface vasculature. For example, the tem-
peratures measured by the first and second temperature
sensors could include a first, common-mode signal (e.g., a
baseline body temperature of the regions of tissue surround-
ing the portion of subsurface vasculature), and the tempera-
ture measured by the first (i.e., downstream) temperature
sensor could further include a second signal related to the
heating of the fluid by the energy source. The difference
between the temperatures measured by the first and second
temperature sensors can provide a signal related to the
heating of the fluid by the energy source that has a higher
signal to noise ratio than would otherwise be achieved by
measuring the temperature at only a single point. Addition-
ally or alternatively, a change in the temperature detected by
the second sensor related to a change in the emitted energy
could be used to determine a thermal conductivity or other
property of tissue proximate to the subsurface vasculature.
The determined thermal conductivity or other property could
be used, in combination with a change in or other property
of the temperature detected using the first temperature
sensor, to determine a flow rate of fluid in the subsurface
vasculature. The temperature sensor could include an infra-
red camera and/or an array of temperature sensors and could
be used to image the temperature across one or more regions
of tissue proximate to the portion of subsurface vasculature
heated by the energy source. Images of the region(s) of
tissue could be used to determine a flow rate of fluid in the
portion of subsurface vasculature, a thermal conductivity of
the tissue, a location, shape, or other properties of the
portion of subsurface vasculature, or other information
about the body and/or health state of a person.

In some examples, the fluid could be blood. In other
example, the fluid could be lymph, cerebrospinal fluid, or
some other type of body fluid. Determined flow rates of
blood in a portion of subsurface vasculature could be used
to determine a blood pressure of the blood in the portion of
subsurface vasculature and/or in some other part of a per-
son’s body (e.g., an aortic blood pressure). A detected flow
rate of blood could be related to a mean blood pressure, a
diastolic bload pressure, a systolic blood pressure, an instan-
taneous blood pressure, or some other information related to
blood pressure in the portion of subsurface vasculature or
elsewhere. For example, a relationship could be determined
between the flow rate of blood in a particular portion of
subsurface vasculature and a blood pressure in the particular
portion of subsurface vasculature. Such a relationship could
be used to determine a systolic blood pressure, diastolic
blood pressure, a mean blood pressure, or some other
property of blood pressure in the particular portion of
subsurface vasculature based on a detected flow rate of
blood in the particular portion of subsurface vasculature
over time. In some examples, a relationship between the
flow rate of blood and the pressure of blood in a portion of
subsurface vasculature could be determined by detecting the
flow rate of the blood when the portion of subsurface
vasculature (and surrounding tissues) is increased and/or
decreased in elevation relative to the heart of the body
containing the portion of subsurface vasculature (e.g., by
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raising and/or lowering an arm containing the portion of
subsurface vasculature). For example, a difference between
a flow rate detected when the portion of subsurface vascu-
lature is at a first elevation and a flow rate detected when the
portion of subsurface vasculature is at a second elevation
could be related to a difference between the first and second
elevations (e.g., to a difference in pressure corresponding to
a difference in elevation in a water column that corresponds
to the difference between the first and second elevations).

The above described methods may be performed using a
wearable device. The term “wearable device,” as used in this
disclosure, refers to any device that is capable of being worn
at, on, or in proximity to a body surface, such as a wrist,
ankle, waist, chest, ear, eye or other body part. In order to
take in vivo measurements in a non-invasive manner from
outside of the body, the wearable device may be positioned
on a portion of the body where subsurface vasculature or
some other flow environment is easily observable. The
device may be placed in close proximity to the skin or tissue,
but need not be touching or in intimate contact therewith. A
mount, such as a belt, wristband, ankle band, headband, etc.
can be provided to mount the device at, on or in proximity
to the body surface. The mount may prevent the wearable
device from moving relative to the body to reduce measure-
ment error and noise. Further, the mount may be an adhesive
substrate for adhering the wearable device to the body of a
wearer. The temperature sensor, energy source, and, in some
examples, a controller and/or other components, may be
provided on the wearable device.

In other embodiments, the above described methods may
be performed using a stationary measurement device to
which a user is brought into contact or proximity with or as
a device that may be temporarily placed or held against a
body surface during one or more measurement periods. In
other embodiments, the above described system may be
implemented to detect flow rates or other properties of fluids
in environments that are not a part of a human body, e.g., an
in vitro or other sample container, an outdoor environment,
an animal body, or some other environment of interest that
can be heated in a localized region by an energy-source-
emitted energy such that the heating is related to the tem-
perature of a region of the environment that can be detected
and that has one or more properties related to the flow rate
of fluid in the environment.

It should be understood that the above embodiments, and
other embodiments described herein, are provided for
explanatory purposes, and are not intended to be limiting.

11. Tllustrations of Flow Property Detection

A flow rate of blood in a portion of vasculature can be
detected by heating blood in the portion of vasculature and
detecting the temperature of tissues (e.g., tissues proximate
to another portion of vasculature that is downstream relative
to the portion of vasculature wherein the blood is heated) at
one or more specified locations relative to the portion of
vasculature. The flow rate of blood in the portion of vascu-
lature could be related to a level of temperature, a change in
a level of temperature, a time-dependence of temperature, or
some other property of temperature of the one or more
tissues at the one or more specified locations. The relation-
ship between the flow rate of the blood, the heating of the
blood by emitted energy, and the one or more detected
temperatures could be related to conduction of heat by
tissues and/or blood proximate to the portion of subsurface
vasculature, convection of heat due to the flow of blood
within the vasculature, and/or other thermodynamic pro-
cesses.
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FIGS. 1A-1C are partial cross-sectional side views of a
human wrist 105 illustrating the operation of an example
wearable device 100. In the example shown in FIGS. 1A-1C,
the wearable device 100 includes a measurement platform
110 mounted on a strap or wrist-band 120 and oriented on
the posterior side 195 of the wearer’s wrist. Measurement
platform 110 is positioned over a portion of the wrist where
subsurface vasculature 130 is easily heated and/or observed.
The wearable device 100 includes energy source 140 con-
figured to emit energy 145 through an external body surface
at a first location 143 (e.g., skin of a posterior side 195 of the
wearer’s wrist at the first location 143) into the portion of
subsurface vasculature 130. The wearable device 100 addi-
tionally includes a downstream temperature sensor 150
configured to detect the temperature of a downstream region
of tissue 155 (including, e.g., a downstream portion of
vasculature and other tissues proximate thereto) by receiving
infrared light via the external body surface at a second
location 153. The wearable device 100 additionally includes
a controller (not shown) configured to operate the energy
source 140 and the downstream temperature sensor 150 to
determine a flow rate of blood in the portion of subsurface
vasculature 130. The wearable device 100 could include
further elements, e.g., a user interface, a wireless transceiver,
a battery or other power source, or some other elements.

To illustrate the operation of the wearable device 100, the
movement of an example heated portion of blood (160a,
1605, 160¢ in FIGS. 1A, 1B, and 1C, respectively) due to
blood flow 135 in the portion of subsurface vasculature 130
is illustrated in FIGS. 1A-1C. FIG. 1A illustrates the state of
the wearable device 100 and subsurface vasculature 130
during a first period of time when the energy source 140 is
being operated to heat the example portion of blood 1604 in
the portion of subsurface vasculature 130 by emitting the
energy 145. FIG. 1B illustrates the state of the wearable
device 100 and subsurface vasculature 130 during a second
period of time after the first period of time when the example
heated portion of blood 160a has been transported down-
stream (and expanded due to convection, diffusion, conduc-
tion, and/or other heat and fluid transport processes) by the
blood flow 135 in the portion of subsurface vasculature 130
to become example heated portion of blood 1605. FIG. 1C
illustrates the state of the wearable device 100 and subsur-
face vasculature 130 during a third period of time after the
second period of time when the example heated portion of
blood 1605 has been transported further downstream (and
expanded due to convection, diffusion, conduction, and/or
other heat and fluid transport processes) by the blood flow
135 in the portion of subsurface vasculature 130 to become
example heated portion of blood 160c. During the third
period of time, example heated portion of blood 160c¢ is
located within the downstream region of tissue 155 such that
a temperature measured by the downstream temperature
sensor 150 during the third period of time is related to the
temperature of the example heated portion of blood 160c.
The temperature measured by the downstream temperature
sensor 150 during the third period of time is thus further
related to any properties or processes of the blood (e.g., a
flow rate or other property of the blood flow 135, a blood
pressure), the wearable device 100 (e.g., an amplitude,
timing, or other properties of the emitted energy 145), the
portion of subsurface vasculature 130 (e.g., a diameter, an
internal smoothness), or other related systems or tissues
having effects on the example heated portion of blood 160¢
and/or other elements within or proximate to the down-
stream region of tissue 155.
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The example heated portions of blood 1604, 1605, 160¢
as illustrated in FIGS. 1A-1C, respectively, are intended to
illustrate the rough locations and extents of regions of blood
in the portion of subsurface vasculature 130 that have a
higher temperature due to the operation of the energy source
140 (i.e., the heating of blood in the portion of subsurface
vasculature by emitting the energy 145) than if the energy
source 140 had not been operated. The movement (e.g.,
convection, diffusion, mass transfer) of blood in the portion
of subsurface vasculature (due to the blood flow 135,
deformation of the portion of subsurface vasculature 130,
activation of muscles in the arm, turbulence, or other hydro-
dynamic processes), the conduction and/or radiation of heat
by the blood and/or neighboring tissues, and other mass and
heat transfer processes can cause changes in the location,
temperature, extent, shape, or other properties of a heated
region of blood in a subsurface portion of vasculature.
Generally, a heated region of blood will be translated
slightly preferentially in the direction of blood flow and will
expand and experience a reduction in temperature (due, e.g.,
to heat conduction, convection, and diffusion).

As a result, tissues proximate to the blood (e.g., walls of
downstream portions of vasculature, other tissues proximate
thereto) could also experience heating and/or a change in
temperature related to the operation of the energy source
(i.e,, the heating of blood in the portion of subsurface
vasculature) and the blood flow 135 (e.g., a flow rate of the
blood), among other things. The temperature sensor 150 is
illustrated in FIGS. 1A-1C as an infrared light detector
configured to receive infrared light from the downstream
region of tissue 155 having an intensity or other property
(e.g., wavelength, spectral profile) that is related to the
temperature of the blood within the portion of subsurface
vasculature (e.g., example heated portion of blood 160¢) or
some other tissue or tissues within or proximate to the
downstream region of tissue 155. However, the temperature
sensor 150 could be configured differently. In some
examples, the shape and/or size of the downstream region of
tissue 155 whose temperature is measured by the tempera-
ture sensor 150 could be different. For example, the tem-
perature sensor 150 could include optics or be otherwise
configured such that the downstream region of tissue 155
whose temperature is measured by the temperature sensor
150 was a small region centered on and/or substantially
contained within the portion of vasculature. In some
examples, the temperature sensor 150 could include a tem-
perature-sensitive element (e.g., a thermistor, a thermo-
couple, a silicon bandgap thermometer) in thermal contact
with the external body surface at a second location 153 such
that the temperature sensor 150 could measure the tempera-
ture of a downstream region of tissue proximate to the
second location 153 whose temperature, via conduction,
radiation, convection, or other processes, is related to the
temperature of blood in the portion of subsurface vascula-
ture 130 and thus could be used to determine the flow rate
of blood in the portion of subsurface vasculature 130.

The heating of blood in the portion of subsurface vascu-
lature 130 by the energy source 140 during the first period
of time and the movement of the resulting example heated
portion of blood 160a-c¢ through the portion of subsurface
vasculature 130 in the first, second, and third periods of time
(as illustrated in FIGS. 1A-C, respectively) results in the
downstream region of tissue 155 experiencing a change in
temperature. FIG. 2A illustrates an example emitted energy
210a and an example downstream region of tissue tempera-
ture waveform 260a corresponding to the scenario described
in relation to FIG. 1A-1C. That is, emitted energy waveform
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210a includes a pulse of energy 216« (corresponding to the
heating of the example portion of blood 1604 by the emitted
energy 145 emitted by the energy source 140 during the first
period of time) having a specified pulse amplitude, specified
pulse width, or other properties related to the operation of
the energy source 140.

The first period of time of FIG. 1A includes the period of
time between the rising edge 214a and the falling edge 218a
of the pulse of energy 216a. The emitted energy waveform
210¢ has a specified lower amplitude (e.g., a zero amplitude
corresponding to no energy emitted by the energy source
140) before 212a and after 2204 the pulse. The period after
220a the pulse includes the second and third periods of time
of FIGS. 1B and 1C. The corresponding downstream tem-
perature waveform 260a includes a pulse of increased
temperature 264a. The third period of time of FIG. 1C is
temporally proximate to the timing of the pulse of increased
temperature 264a. Before 262a and after 2664 the pulse of
increased temperature 264a, the downstream region of tissue
has a baseline temperature related to the environment of the
downstream region of tissue 155 (e.g., an ambient tempera-
ture, metabolism of cells in or proximate to the downstream
region of tissue 155, a core body temperature, a mean flow
rate of blood in the portion of subsurface vasculature 130).

Properties of the pulse of increased temperature 264a
could be related to a flow rate of blood in the portion of
subsurface vasculature 130 and could thus be detected
and/or measured in order to determine the flow rate of blood
in the portion of subsurface vasculature 130. A relative
timing (i.e., a time difference) between a feature of the pulse
of increased temperature 264a and a feature of the pulse of
energy 216a could be related to the flow rate of blood. For
example, a latency or time difference between the peak of
the pulse of increased temperature 264« and the rising edge
214a of the pulse of energy 216a could be related to the flow
rate of blood, e.g., the flow rate could be related to a
specified distance between the energy source 140 and the
downstream region of tissue 155 divided by such a time
difference. A duration of the pulse of increased temperature
264a could be related to a flow rate of blood in the portion
of subsurface vasculature 130 (e.g., a wider pulse of
increased temperature 264 could correspond to a slower
flow rate of blood). A value of temperature during the pulse
of increased temperature 264a (e.g., a peak temperature, a
ratio of a peak temperature over a baseline temperature)
could be related to a flow rate of blood in the portion of
subsurface vasculature 130 (e.g., a higher flow rate of blood
could correspond to a lower peak temperature). Additional
properties, features, and/or combinations thereof of a pulse
of increased temperature (e.g., 264a) of a region of tissue
downstream relative to a portion of subsurface vasculature
containing blood heated by a pulse of energy (e.g., 216a)
could be related to the flow rate of blood in the portion of
subsurface vasculature.

The energy source 140 could be operated to heat blood in
the portion of subsurface vasculature 130 by emitting energy
according to some other pattern or patterns of activation than
the example pulse of energy 216a illustrated in FIG. 2A. For
example, the energy source 140 could be operated to emit a
plurality of pulses of energy, to emit energy having a
sinusoidally-varying amplitude, to emit trapezoidal or oth-
erwise shaped pulses of energy, to emit energy having a
specified amplitude for a protracted period of time, or
according to some other-time-dependent pattern of ampli-
tude or some other property of the energy (e.g., a wave-
length, a polarization). Properties of the temperature of the
downstream region of tissue 155 could be related to the
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pattern of energy emitted by the energy source 140 and to the
flow rate of blood in the portion of subsurface vasculature
130. Further, the energy source 140 could be operated to
emit energy having one or more properties related to a
temperature of the downstream region of tissue 155 mea-
sured using the downstream temperature sensor 150. For
example, an intensity of the emitted energy 145 emitted by
the energy source 140 could be specified such that a mea-
sured temperature of the downstream region of tissue 155 is
less than a specified temperature (e.g., a temperature above
which blood and/or tissue experiences a coagulation, dam-
age, or some other adverse change). An intensity of the
emitted energy 145 emitted by the energy source 140 could
be specified such that blood of other tissue that is heated by
the emitted energy 145 does not increase in temperature
above 41 degrees Celsius.

FIG. 2B illustrates an example emitted energy amplitude
waveform 2105 and an example downstream region of tissue
temperature waveform 2604 corresponding to a temperature
profile of the downstream region of tissue 155 that could
occur in response to the energy source 140 emitting energy
into the portion of subsurface vasculature 130 having an
amplitude profile corresponding to the example emitted
energy amplitude waveform 2105. Emitted energy wave-
form 210a illustrates the use of the energy source 140 to emit
a first energy having a first intensity 2126 during a first
period of time (i.e., before rising edge 2144 of the emitted
energy waveform 210a¢) and a second energy having a
second intensity 2165 during a second period of time (i.e.,
after rising edge 214b of the emitted energy waveform
210a).

The corresponding downstream temperature waveform
2604 includes an initial period 2625 having a first tempera-
ture, a transition period 2645, and a final period 2665 having
a second temperature. Before 262a the transition period
264 (i.e., before an increase in the temperature of the
downstream region of tissue 155 corresponding to the rising
edge 2145 of the emitted energy waveform 210a), the
downstream region of tissue 155 has a baseline temperature
related to the environment of the downstream region of
tissue 155 (e.g., an ambient temperature, metabolism of cells
in or proximate to the downstream region of tissue 155, a
core body temperature, a mean flow rate of blood in the
portion of subsurface vasculature 130) and the value of the
first intensity 21254 of the energy initially emitted by the
energy source 140 (e.g., an intensity of zero corresponding
to the energy source 140 emitting substantially no energy
before the rising edge 2145).

Properties of the transition period 2645 and final period
266b could be related to a flow rate of blood in the portion
of subsurface vasculature 130 and could thus be detected
and/or measured in order to determine the flow rate of blood
in the portion of subsurface vasculature 130. A relative
timing (i.e, a time difference) between a feature of the
transition period 2645 and the timing of the rising edge 2145
could be related to the flow rate of blood. For example, a
latency or time difference between the rising edge 2145 and
a specified time during the transition period 264b (e.g., a
time at which the temperature waveform 2605 rises halfway
between the temperatures of the first 2625 and second 2665
periods) could be related to the flow rate of blood, e.g., the
flow rate could be related to a specified distance between the
energy source 140 and the downstream region of tissue 155
divided by such a time difference. An absolute or relative
(e.g., a difference from the temperature during the first
period 262b) value of temperature during the second period
266b could be related to a flow rate of blood in the portion
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of subsurface vasculature 130 (e.g., a higher flow rate of
blood could correspond to a lower temperature). Additional
properties, features, and/or combinations thereof of the
temperature (e.g., 2606) of a region of tissue downstream
relative to a portion of subsurface vasculature containing
blood heated by emitted energy emitted by an energy source
(e.g., 2105) could be related to the flow rate of blood in the
portion of subsurface vasculature.

FIG. 2C illustrates an example emitted energy amplitude
waveform 210c¢ and an example downstream region of tissue
temperature waveform 260c¢ corresponding to a temperature
profile of the downstream region of tissue 155 that could
occur in response to the energy source 140 emitting energy
into the portion of subsurface vasculature 130 having an
amplitude profile corresponding to the example emitted
energy amplitude waveform 210c. Emitted energy wave-
form 210c¢ illustrates the use of the energy source 140 to emit
a plurality of pulses of energy. The corresponding down-
stream temperature waveform 260c includes a plurality of
pulses of increased temperature individually corresponding
to respective individual pulses of energy in the emitted
energy waveform 210c.

Properties of the plurality of pulses of increased tempera-
ture 260c could be related to a flow rate of blood in the
portion of subsurface vasculature 130 and could thus be
detected and/or measured in order to determine the flow rate
of blood in the portion of subsurface vasculature 130. A
relative timing (i.e., a time difference) between one or more
features of the plurality of pulses of increased temperature
260¢ and respective feature(s) of the pulses of energy 210¢
could be related to the flow rate of blood. For example, a
latency or time difference between the peaks of the pulses of
increased temperature 260¢ and the rising edges of respec-
tive pulses of energy 210¢ could be related to the flow rate
of blood, e.g., the flow rate could be related to a specified
distance between the energy source 140 and the downstream
region of tissue 155 divided by such a time difference.
Respective durations of the pulses of increased temperature
260c¢ could be related to a flow rate of blood in the portion
of subsurface vasculature 130 (e.g., wider pulses of
increased temperature 260c¢ could correspond to a slower
flow rate of blood). A value of temperature during one or
more of the pulses of increased temperature 260c (e.g., a
peak temperature, a ratio of a peak temperature over a
baseline temperature) could be related to a flow rate of blood
in the portion of subsurface vasculature 130 (e.g., a higher
flow rate of blood could correspond to a lower peak tem-
perature). Additional properties, features, and/or combina-
tions thereof of pulses of increased temperature (e.g., 260¢)
of a region of tissue downstream relative to a portion of
subsurface vasculature containing blood heated by pulses of
energy (e.g., 210¢) could be related to the flow rate of blood
in the portion of subsurface vasculature.

The plurality of pulses of energy 210c could have a
variety of properties according to a variety of applications.
Individual pulses of energy of the plurality of pulses of
energy 210¢ could have respective properties (e.g., pulse
width, intensity, pulse waveform (e.g., rectangular, trapezoi-
dal, raised cosine), wavelength). In some examples, the
pulses could be substantially identical; alternatively, one or
more properties of the pulses could vary between pulses
according to an application. In some examples, the pulses
could have a regular spacing in time (e.g., could repeat
regularly and/or have a repetition frequency). For example,
the pulses could repeat at a frequency that is high enough to
allow determination (e.g., by measuring the temperature of
the downstream region of tissue 155 at one or more points
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in time using the downstream temperature sensor 150) of a
blood flow rate profile corresponding to the variation in
blood flow rate across one or more heartbeats. The fre-
quency of the pulses of energy could be preferentially
between approximately 10 hertz and approximately 100
hertz.

Note that the illustrated example downstream region of
tissue temperature waveforms (e.g., 260a, 2605, 260c¢) could
be derived from one or more measurements, rather than
directly reflecting a measurement made by a downstream
temperature sensor. For example, the illustrated example
downstream region of tissue temperature waveforms (e.g.,
260a, 2605, 260¢) could be difference waveforms related to
a difference between a temperature measured by a down-
stream temperature sensor and a temperature measured by a
further temperature sensor location elsewhere. The tempera-
tures measured by the temperature sensors at the various
locations can include a common-mode signal (e.g., a base-
line body temperature of the regions of tissue surrounding
the portion of subsurface vasculature). Differences between
the temperatures measured at different location can reduce
or eliminate the common-mode signal and provide a signal
related to the heating of the blood by the energy source with
a higher signal to noise ratio than would otherwise be
achieved by measurement at only a single location.

Note that the movement of the illustrative heated portion
of blood 160a-c¢ and the corresponding downstream tem-
perature waveform 260a (and other illustrative downstream
temperature waveforms 2605, 260¢) are meant as illustrative
examples. The temperature of a region of tissue that is
downstream from the location of an energy source with
respect to blood flow in a portion of subsurface vasculature
that can be heated by energy emitted by the energy source
could have different values over time and/or be related to
operation of the energy source to heat blood in the portion
of subsurface vasculature in different ways than those illus-
trated. Further, the flow rate of blood in the portion of
subsurface vasculature could affect the temperature of the
downstream region of tissue (relative to the operation of the
energy source) in different ways than those illustrated. The
timing or other properties or features of the emitted energy
waveforms (210a-c) and corresponding downstream portion
of tissue temperature waveforms (260a-c) could be different
from those illustrated. For example, the value, timing, or
other features of the temperature of a downstream portion of
tissue could change with changes in the flow rate of blood.
For example, a relative timing (e.g., time difference)
between pulses of energy emitted by the energy source and
corresponding pulses of increased temperature of the down-
stream region of tissue could change from pulse to pulse
with changes in the flow rate of blood in the portion of
subsurface vasculature over time.

The energy source 140 could be configured in a variety of
ways and include a variety of elements such that the emitted
energy 145 has one or more specified properties according
to an application. The emitted energy could be light energy
(e.g., a beam of visible, infrared, ultraviolet, or some other
type of illumination), thermal energy (e.g., heat generated by
a resistive heater or some other type of heater and con-
ducted, radiated, or otherwise transferred to the blood),
acoustic energy (e.g., ultrasonic waves configured to heat the
blood), and/or some other energy. The emitted energy 145
could include light having a specified wavelength and/or
include light having a number of wavelengths within a
specified range. In some examples, the wavelength(s) of the
light (i.e., of the emitted energy 145) could be specified such
that it could penetrate tissues (e.g., skin, connective tissues,
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the walls of a portion of subsurface vasculature), heat blood,
or according to some other considerations. For example, the
wavelength of the light could be between approximately 800
nanometers and approximately 850 nanometers. In some
examples, a specific wavelength of light emitted by the
energy source 140 could be chosen according to an avail-
ability of commodity light emitting elements within such a
specified range of wavelengths. For example, the energy
source 140 could include a green laser configured to emit a
beam of illumination having a wavelength of approximately
532 nanometers. In some examples, the wavelength of the
emitted light (i.e., of the emitted energy 145) could be
specified relative to an absorption spectrum of one or more
elements in blood in the portion of subsurface vasculature
130 (e.g., of hemoglobin within red blood cells in the blood)
such that the emitted energy 145 preferentially heats blood
in the portion of subsurface vasculature 130 relative to other
elements in the environment of the portion of subsurface
vasculature (e.g., skin, connective tissue, the walls of the
portion of subsurface vasculature).

The energy source 140 could be selected from and/or
include a wide variety of energy-emitting and/or transducing
components according to an application. The energy source
140 could include an LED, a laser (e.g., gas laser, a chemical
laser, a dye laser, a metal-vapor laser, a solid-state laser, a
semiconductor laser), an ultrasonic emitter, a resistive heater
or other contact heat source, or any other type of energy
emitting element(s) configured to emit energy having one or
more specified properties (e.g., intensity, wavelength) such
that the energy source 140 could heat blood within a portion
of subsurface vasculature to result in changes in the tem-
perature of a downstream region of tissue 155 that could be
measured by the temperature sensor 150 to determine a flow
rate of blood in the portion of subsurface vasculature 130.
For example, the energy source 140 could be configured to
emit a beam of illumination having an energy of at least 50
milliwatts. In some applications, the energy source 140
could be configured to satisfy limited power and space
requirements of the wearable device 100 such that the
wearable device 100 could be battery-powered and could be
comfortably worn by a wearer (e.g., a the wrist of the
wearer). Additionally or alternatively, the wearable device
100 and/or other devices described herein could include an
energy sink (e.g., a Peltier device, a heat pump, an element
having a modulatable thermal conductivity disposed
between tissues of a body and an energy sink (e.g., a
reservoir of coolant)) configured to remove energy from
blood in the portion of subsurface vasculature.

For example, the energy source 140 could be a small laser
diode, e.g., a VCSEL, a double heterostructure laser, a
quantum well laser, or some other structure of semiconduc-
tor laser incorporating gallium nitride, indium gallium
nitride, aluminum gallium indium phosphide, aluminum
gallium arsenide, indium gallium arsenide phosphide, lead
salt, or some other material or combination of materials as
a gain medium. In some examples, the energy source 140
could include frequency doublers, optics, collimators, beam
modulators or some other elements according to an appli-
cation. In some examples, the energy source 140 could be
incorporated into other elements of the wearable device 100.
For example, the energy source 140 could be wire-bonded,
soldered, or otherwise electronically and/or mechanically
coupled to a circuit board or other element(s) of the wearable
device 100. Additionally or alternatively, the energy source
140 or elements thereof could be incorporated into a single
semiconductor device (e.g., wafer or chip) with other com-
ponents (e.g., an energy source power supply, a microcon-
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troller). Further, the energy source 140 could be configured
to control the direction of an emitted beam of illumination
(i.e., the emitted energy 145). For example, the energy
source 140 could control the direction of an emitted beam of
illumination by including servos, motors, piezo elements, or
other actuators configured to translate and/or rotate the
energy source 140 and/or optics or other elements thereof)
to enable detection of the flow rate of blood in specified
sub-regions of the portion of subsurface vasculature 130 by
directing the beam of illumination (i.e., the emitted energy
145) toward the different specified sub-regions of the portion
of subsurface vasculature 130. In some examples, this could
be performed to adjust a distance between a region of the
subsurface vasculature 130 containing blood that is being
heated by the energy source 140 and the location of the
downstream region of tissue 155 whose temperature can be
measured by the downstream temperature sensor 150.

In some examples, the wearable device 100 could include
more than one energy source. Individual energy sources of
the more than one energy source could have respective
specified properties (e.g., locations, intensities of emitted
energies) according to an application. More than one energy
source could be provided to allow for detection of blood
flow rate in more than one region of the portion of subsur-
face vasculature 130 and/or in other portions of subsurface
vasculature in the arm of the wearer. More than one energy
source could be provided to detect of the flow rate of blood
when the location of the portion of subsurface vasculature
relative to the more than one energy source and/or other
elements of the wearable device 100 is unknown and/or not
controlled or control-able by elements of the wearable
device 100. For example, a plurality of energy sources could
be disposed in the wearable device 100 in a linear array
oriented perpendicular to the long axis of the arm of the
wearer. One or more individual energy sources of the linear
array of energy sources could be positioned such that the one
or more individual energy sources could emit energy to heat
blood in the portion of subsurface vasculature 130. The one
or more individual energy sources could be operated to emit
such energies to heat the blood while the other energy
sources are not operated to emit such energies and/or are
operated according to some other application.

The temperature sensor 150 could include any variety of
temperature-detecting apparatus configured to measure a
temperature of a downstream region of tissue (i.e., a region
of tissue that is downstream from the first location 143 with
respect to blood flow in the portion of subsurface vascula-
ture 130, e.g., 155) via the second location 153 (e.g., by
being in thermal contact with skin at the second location
153, by receiving infrared radiation through the second
location 153). The second location 153 could be a specified
distance from the first location 143 such that a flow rate of
blood in the portion of subsurface vasculature 130 could be
determined based on the specified distance and measure-
ments made using the temperature sensor 150 (e.g., a blood
flow rate could be related to the specified distance divided by
a time difference between a feature of a measured tempera-
ture of the downstream region of tissue 155 and timing of
operation of the energy source 140 (e.g., the timing of a
rising edge of a pulse of emitted energy)). For example, the
first location 143 and the second location 153 could be
separated by a distance of between approximately 1 milli-
meter and approximately 5 millimeters.

The temperature sensor 150 could include one or more
photodetectors, photodiodes, phototransistors, CCDs, active
pixel sensors, photoresistors, or other infrared-light-sensi-
tive elements. The temperature sensor 150 could be config-
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ured to detect an intensity, a wavelength, a spectrum, or
some other property of infrared light emitted by the down-
stream region of tissue 155 related to the temperature of the
downstream region of tissue 155 and received at one or more
locations on or within the temperature sensor 150. In some
examples, the temperature sensor 150 could include an
infrared camera (e.g., an aperture, a plurality of individual
light-sensitive elements (e.g., a CCD, an array of active
pixel sensors), and/or optics).

A temperature sensor (e.g., 150) configured to receive
infrared light could include a variety of optical components
according to an application. The temperature sensor 150
could include lenses, polarization filters, color filters, aper-
tures, mirrors, diffraction gratings, liquid crystal elements,
baffles, or other optical elements to affect the infrared light
received by the temperature sensor 150. In some examples,
the temperature sensor 150 could include a color filter
configured to substantially block light having wavelengths
similar to a wavelength of light emitted by the energy source
140. In some examples, the temperature sensor 150 could
include a color filter configured to substantially block light
having wavelengths other than wavelengths within a speci-
fied range of infrared wavelengths. In some examples, the
temperature sensor 150 could include an aperture, lenses, or
other element(s) configured to make the temperature sensor
150 selectively sensitive to infrared light coming from a
particular direction(s) and/or location(s) relative to the tem-
perature sensor 150, energy source 140, or other elements of
the wearable device 100. For example, the temperature
sensor 150 could be configured to be selectively sensitive to
infrared light emitted from a specified downstream (or other)
region of tissue (e.g., 155).

Additionally or alternatively, the temperature sensor 150
could include a temperature-sensitive element (i.e., an ele-
ment having one or more electrical properties related to the
temperature of the element) in thermal contact with the
second location 153 (i.e., in direct or indirect physical
contact with the second location 153 such that the tempera-
ture of the temperature-sensitive element corresponds to the
temperature of a downstream region of tissue via heat
conduction through the second location 153). Temperature-
sensitive elements could include thermistors, thermo-
couples, resistance temperature detectors, quartz thermom-
eters, silicon bandgap temperature sensors, or some other
temperature sensitive elements and/or combinations of tem-
perature sensitive elements. Such temperature-sensitive ele-
ments could be disposed in the wearable device 100 such
that they are in direct thermal contact with skin at the second
location 153 (i.e., could be disposed on an external surface
of the housing 110). Additionally or alternatively, an element
having a specified thermal conductivity (e.g., a metal rod)
could be disposed in the wearable device 100 to contact skin
at the second location 153 and to contact the temperature-
sensitive element. For example, the thermally-conductive
element could be a rounded metal pin configured to protrude
from the housing 110 and to contact skin at the second
location 153, and the temperature-sensitive element could be
disposed on the thermally-conductive element. A thermally-
conductive element could be spring-loaded, have a coating,
and/or have a specified geometry to ensure consistent con-
tact with skin of a wearer.

In some examples, the wearable device 100 could include
more than one temperature sensor (e.g., a plurality of
temperature sensors) disposed at more than one location
relative to the energy source 140, portion of subsurface
vasculature 130, or other elements of an environment of
interest. The more than one temperature sensor could be
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provided to allow for detection of a blood flow in more than
one region of the arm of the wearer (e.g., multiple locations
and/or branches of the portion of subsurface vasculature
130). The more than one temperature sensor could be
provided to enable higher-accuracy or otherwise improved
detection of blood flow in the portion of subsurface vascu-
lature. For example, the temperatures measured by a down-
stream temperature sensor and a further temperature sensor
located elsewhere could include a first, common-mode sig-
nal (e.g., a baseline body temperature of the regions of tissue
surrounding the portion of subsurface vasculature 130), and
the temperature measured by the downstream temperature
sensor could further include a second signal related to the
heating of the blood by the energy source 140. The differ-
ence between the temperature measurements obtained by the
temperature sensors at different locations can provide a
signal related to the heating of the blood by the energy
source that has a higher signal to noise ratio than would
otherwise be achieved by measuring the temperature at only
one location.

For example, the wearable device 100 could include an
upstream temperature sensor configured to measure a tem-
perature of an upstream region of tissue (i.e., a region of
tissue upstream from the first location 143 with respect to
blood flow in the portion of subsurface vasculature 130).
Upstream temperatures measured by the upstream tempera-
ture sensor could be used to offset temperatures measured by
the downstream temperature sensor 150 (e.g., to remove a
‘baseline’ component from the temperature measured by the
downstream temperature sensor 150, leaving components of
the temperature of the downstream region of tissue 153 that
are related to the operation of the energy source 140 to heat
blood in the portion of subsurface vasculature 130) or to
determine a blood flow or some other property (e.g., a body
temperature, a thermal conductivity of blood and/or other
tissues of the wearer) of the wearer.

An additional temperature sensor could be disposed at a
specified location relative to the energy source 140 and
could be used to measure the temperature of a corresponding
region of tissue. The measured temperature could be used to
determine a thermal property of tissue of the wearer (e.g., a
thermal conductivity of the tissue, by determining a rate of
change of other property of the measured temperature rela-
tive to operation of the energy source 140 to heat blood in
the portion of subsurface vasculature 130). Further, the
energy source 140 could be operated responsive to tempera-
tures measured using the additional temperature sensor (e.g.,
an intensity of the emitted energy 145 emitted by the energy
source 140 could be maintained below a determined level
related to a temperature measured by the additional tem-
perature sensor such that the temperature of blood and/or
other tissue of the wearer does not increase above a specified
temperature, e.g., 41 degrees Celsius).

In some embodiments, the wearable device 100 could
include a plurality of temperature sensors arranged in a
linear array or according to some other specified geometry
(e.g., a rectangular or other two-dimensional array). Such an
array of temperature sensors could include the downstream
temperature sensor 150 or some other temperature sensor
(e.g., an upstream temperature sensor) of the wearable
device 100. A linear array of temperature sensors could be
arranged perpendicular to the direction of the portion of
subsurface vasculature 130 such that, when the wearable
device 100 is mounted to a wrist or other protruding element
of a wearer (e.g., an ankle, a leg, an arm), at least one
temperature sensor of the linear array is positioned to
measure temperature of the downstream region of tissue
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155. An array of temperature sensors could additionally or
alternatively be configured and/or operated according addi-
tional applications. For example, an array of temperature
sensors (and/or an infrared camera, e.g., a camera configured
to detect light having near-infrared wavelengths between
approximately 750 nanometers and approximately 900
nanometers) could allow a map or image of one or more
thermal properties of tissue of the wearer to be determined.
Such imaging could be further facilitated by appropriate
illumination of the tissues in the environment of the portion
of subsurface vasculature, for example, by illuminating the
tissues with near-infrared light (e.g., light having wave-
lengths between approximately 750 nanometers and
approximately 900 nanometers). For example, locations,
branching patterns, widths, or other information about one
or more portions of subsurface vasculature (e.g., 130) of the
wearer could be determined (e.g., by detecting a difference
and/or change in temperature corresponding to portions of
vasculature that is different than such corresponding to other
types of tissue). Further, such thermal mapping information
could be used to determine the flow rate of blood in the
portion of subsurface vasculature 130.

The controller of the wearable device 100 being config-
ured to operate the energy source 140 and the downstream
temperature sensor 150 to determine a flow rate of blood in
the portion of subsurface vasculature 130 could include a
variety of different methods or modes of operation of the
energy source 140, the downstream temperature sensor 150,
and/or additional components. The controller could operate
the energy source 140 to emit energies (e.g., 145) having
respective properties (e.g., intensities) during respective
periods of time. The controller could operate the down-
stream temperature sensor 150 to measure the temperature
of a downstream region of tissue (e.g., 155) via the second
location 153 at one or more points in time relative to the
timing of operation of the energy source 140 (e.g., relative
to one or more or the respective periods of time and/or
transitions between such).

The controller could operate the downstream temperature
sensor 150 (or some other temperature sensor of the wear-
able device 100) to measure a temperature at a plurality of
points in time to determine a temperature waveform of a
downstream region of tissue (or of some other region of
tissue) over time. Such operation could be continuous (i.e.,
the controller could sample the temperature at regular inter-
vals or according to some other pattern in time) or could
occur during specified periods of time (e.g., a period of time
extending from a specified time before operation of the
energy source 140 to emit a heating energy to a specified
time after the energy source 140 ceases to emit the energy).
Alternatively, some operating modes of the wearable device
100 could include using the downstream temperature sensor
to measure a temperature at a single point in time relative to
the timing of the operation of the energy source 140.

Operating a temperature sensor (e.g., 150) to measure a
temperature could include using an analog-to-digital con-
vertor (ADC) to measure an electrical output (a voltage, a
current) and/or an electrical property (e.g., a resistance) of
the temperature sensor. Additionally or alternatively, one or
more comparators, amplifiers, rectifiers, filters, or other
electronic elements could be coupled to the temperature
sensor and using the temperature sensor to measure a
temperature could include measuring and/or detecting an
output of one or more of the electronic elements coupled to
the temperature sensor (e.g., detecting a digital output of a
comparator to measure whether the temperature is above or
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below a specified temperature related to the configuration of
the comparator and/or other elements).

Operating the energy source 140 to emit energy and to
heat blood in the portion of subsurface vasculature 130
could include emitting energies having a variety of specified
properties over time according to a variety of applications.
The intensity, wavelength, spectral profile, or other proper-
ties of the emitted energy could be controlled. Further, the
direction, beam width, focus, or other properties of an
emitted beam of illumination (or other directed form of
emitted energy) could be controlled such that the location of
the blood being heated by the energy source 140 can be
controlled.

The energy source 140 could be operated to emit a first
energy having a first intensity during a first period of time
and to emit a second energy having a second intensity during
a second period of time. This could include operating the
energy source 140 to emit one or more pulses of energy
during respective periods of time and having respective
properties (e.g.. intensities, pulse widths, pulse waveforms
(e.g., square pulses, trapezoidal pulses)). This could include
continuously varying one or more properties of the energy
emitted by the energy source 140 (e.g., emitting en energy
having a sinusoidal-varying intensity). Determining a flow
rate of blood in such examples could include determining a
relative timing between a temporal feature (e.g., a rising
edge of a pulse of energy, a time of transition between a first
period of time and a second period of time during which
energies having respective intensities are emitted) of the
output (i.e., of any emitted energies) of the energy source
140 and a feature of a temperature waveform and/or the
timing of a temperature measurement made using a tem-
perature sensor (e.g., 150). For example, a flow rate of blood
could be determined by dividing a distance between the
energy source 140 and the downstream temperature sensor
150 (i.e., a distance between the first location 143 and the
second location 153) by a measured and/or determined time
difference between a temporal feature of the output of the
energy source 140 (e.g., a rise time of a pulse of energy) and
a feature of a temperature waveform measured using the
downstream temperature sensor 140 (e.g., a rising edge of a
pulse of increased temperature in the measured temperature
waveform). The distance between the first 143 and second
153 locations could be a specified distance, e.g., between
approximately 1 millimeter and approximately 5 millime-
ters.

The energy source 140 could be operated to emit a
plurality of pulses of energy having a regular spacing in
time, i.e., at a specified frequency. The specified frequency
could be between approximately 10 hertz and approximately
100 hertz. The frequency could be specified such that a
plurality of time differences determined between respective
pulses and corresponding respective features in a measured
temperature waveform of the downstream region of tissue
(e.g., 155) could be used to determine a respective plurality
of blood flow rates corresponding to a plurality of specified
points in time (e.g., time points of rising edges or other
temporal features of the pulses of energy). Additionally or
alternatively, the measured temperature waveform, the plu-
rality of determined blood flow rates, the plurality of deter-
mined time differences, or some other related information
could be filtered (by some analog electronics of the wearable
device 100 and/or by a digital filter implemented by the
controller) to determine a blood flow rate that had a lower
noise, higher accuracy, or some other improved property
relative to a blood flow rate determined using information
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related to a single pulse of energy and corresponding tem-
perature waveform feature (e.g., measured pulse of
increased temperature).

The controller could be configured to operate additional
temperature sensors to determine blood flow rate in the
portion of subsurface vasculature 130 and/or to determine
other information. For example, the controller could operate
a further temperature sensor to measure a temperature of a
further region of tissue that is not downstream, and could
determine a blood flow rate in the portion of subsurface
vasculature 130 based on a difference between the tempera-
ture measured by the further temperature sensor and a
temperature measured using the downstream temperature
sensor 150. In some embodiments, the further temperature
sensor could be an upstream temperature sensor disposed at
a location opposite the energy source 140 from the down-
stream temperature sensor 150 such that subtracting the
temperature measured by the upstream temperature sensor
from the temperature measured by the downstream tempera-
ture sensor 150 could result in a determined temperature
relating substantially to convective heat transfer effects of
flowing blood in the portion of subsurface vasculature 130
and substantially not related to conductive heat transfer
effects of the tissue of the wearer. That is, any changes in the
temperature measured by the downstream temperature sen-
sor due to conductive heat transfer effects of the tissue will
be substantially similar to changes in the temperature mea-
sured by the further (i.e., upstream) temperature sensor due
to conductive heat transfer effects of the tissue.

Additionally or alternatively, a thermal property (e.g., a
thermal conductivity, a heat capacity) of a further region of
tissue of the wearer (i.e., a region of tissue whose tempera-
ture can be measured by the further temperature sensor)
could be determined. In some examples, the energy source
140 could emit a first energy having a first intensity during
a first period of time and a second energy having a second
intensity during a second period of time, and the thermal
property could be determined based on the first intensity, the
second intensity, a temperature measured by the further
temperature sensor at a specified point in time, and the
timing of the first and second periods of time relative to the
specified point in time.

Further, the controller could be configured to determine a
pressure of blood in the portion of subsurface vasculature
130 based on at least one determined flow rate of blood in
the portion of subsurface vasculature. For example, the
pressure of blood could be determined by using a lookup
table of other such function to determine a pressure corre-
sponding to a determined blood flow rate. Additionally or
alternatively, the pressure of blood could be determined
based on the determined blood flow rate using a model or
other functions based on some information about the blood
(e.g., a viscosity, a density), the portion of subsurface
vasculature 130 (e.g., a diameter, an internal drag coeffi-
cient), or other tissue of the wearer. Calibration data (e.g.,
parameters, calibration curves) about models, functions,
lookup tables, or other algorithms used to determine a blood
pressure based on a determined blood flow rate could be
input into the wearable device 100 (e.g., using a user
interface of the wearable device and/or a user interface of
some other system in communication with the wearable
device 100) by the wearer or by some other user (e.g., a
physician).

Additionally or alternatively, the calibration data could be
determined through a calibration procedure whereby one or
more detected values of blood flow rate (detected, e.g., by
the wearable device 100) could be associated with corre-
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sponding one or more values of blood pressure. The values
of blood pressure could be measured using a sphygmoma-
nometer or other apparatus configured to directly measure
blood pressure in the portion of subsurface vasculature 130.
Such a pressure measurement apparatus could be part of the
wearable device 100 or could be part of some other device.
In some examples, calibration data could be generated by
detecting one or more blood flow rates when the portion of
subsurface vasculature 130 is elevated to two or more
different elevations relative to the heart of the body con-
taining the portion of surface vasculature. That is, the
portion of subsurface vasculature 130 (and related tissues,
e.g., the wearer’s hand and wrist) could be elevated to a first
elevation and at least one blood flow rate could be deter-
mined using the wearable device 100. The portion of sub-
surface vasculature 130 could then be elevated to a second
elevation and at least one blood flow rate could be deter-
mined using the wearable device 100. The calibration data
could then be determined based on the at least one blood
flow rate determined when the portion of subsurface vascu-
lature 130 is at the first elevation, on the at least one blood
flow rate determined when the portion of subsurface vascu-
lature 130 is at the second elevation, and a difference
between the first and second elevations. For example, the
respective at least one blood flow rates determined at the first
and second elevations could be maximum blood flow rates
corresponding to points in respective heartbeats correspond-
ing to a systolic blood pressure in the portion of subsurface
vasculature 130. The difference between a systolic blood
pressure when the portion of subsurface vasculature is at the
first elevation and a systolic blood pressure when the portion
of subsurface vasculature is at the second elevation could be
related to a difference in pressure corresponding to a differ-
ence in elevation in a water column (or column of other fluid
having a density similar to the wearer’s blood) substantially
equal to the difference between the first and second eleva-
tions. Thus, a difference in the maximum blood flow rates
corresponding to the difference in pressure determined using
the difference between the first and second elevations could
be used to determine the calibration data. Such elevation-
change-related calibration processes could be performed
continuously (e.g., an accelerometer or other displacement
and/or location sensor of the wearable device 100 could be
used to continuously determine changes in elevation of the
portion of subsurface vasculature, allowing the calibration
data to be repeatedly refined and/or updated).

Note that the detection of the flow rate of blood in a
portion of subsurface vasculature 130 based on the move-
ment of heated portions of blood (e.g., illustrative heated
portion of blood 160a-c) heated by an emitted energy (e.g.,
145) emitted by the energy source 140 in the portion of
subsurface vasculature 130 and the detection of a related
level and/or change in temperature of a downstream region
of tissue (e.g., 155) by the downstream temperature sensor
150 is intended as a non-limiting illustrative example of the
detection of flow rates of fluids in an environment of
interest. For example, the environment could be any tissue
of ahuman (e.g., an ankle, an ear, a neck, a portion of central
vasculature) or animal, and the fluid could be any fluid of the
human or animal body (e.g., arterial blood, capillary blood,
venous blood, lymph, interstitial fluid, stomach or other
digestive contents, air in the airways and/or lungs, cerebro-
spinal fluid) that can be heated by an emitted energy such
that the movement of a resulting heated portion of the fluid
can be detected and related to the flow of the fluid. The
environment could be an in vivo biological environment
(e.g., a tissue of a living human, animal, plant, etc.) or an in
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vitro environment. The environment could be a biological
sample in a sample container, cuvette, pipette, microscope
slide, or other vessel. The fluid could be part of a biological
or chemical process. For example, the fluid could be a fluid
in a water treatment process, a fluid in a food or drug
preparation process, a lake, stream, or river in a natural
environment, or some other fluid in some other environment.
The fluid could be a liquid, a gel, a gas, or some other phase
of flowing matter or combination of phases (e.g., an emul-
sion).

TI1. Example Devices

A wearable device 300 (illustrated in FIG. 3) can auto-
matically measure a flow rate of blood in a portion of
subsurface vasculature of a person wearing the device. The
term “wearable device,” as used in this disclosure, refers to
any device that is capable of being worn at, on or in
proximity to a body surface, such as a wrist, ankle, waist,
chest, or other body part. In order to take in vivo measure-
ments in a non-invasive manner from outside of the body,
the wearable device may be positioned on a portion of the
body where subsurface vasculature is easily observable, the
qualification of which will depend on the type of detection
system used. The device may be placed in close proximity
to the skin or tissue, but need not be touching or in intimate
contact therewith. A mount 310, such as a belt, wristband,
ankle band, etc. can be provided to mount the device at, on
or in proximity to the body surface. The mount 310 may
prevent the wearable device from moving relative to the
body to reduce measurement error and noise. In one
example, shown in FIG. 3, the mount 310, may take the form
of a strap or band 320 that can be worn around a part of the
body. Further, the mount 310 may be an adhesive substrate
for adhering the wearable device 300 to the body of a wearer.

A measurement platform 330 is disposed on the mount
310 such that it can be positioned on the body where
subsurface vasculature is easily observable. An inner face
340 of the measurement platform is intended to be mounted
facing to the body surface. The measurement platform 330
may house a data collection system 350, which may include
at least one energy source 380 configured to emit energy into
a portion of subsurface vasculature through the external
body surface at a first location. The measurement platform
330 additionally includes at least one temperature sensor
360 configured to detect the temperature of a downstream
region of tissue (i.e., a region of tissue that is downstream
from the first location with respect to blood flow in the
portion of subsurface vasculature) via the external body
surface at a second location. The wearable device 300
additionally includes a controller (not shown) configured to
operate the energy source 380 and the temperature sensor
360 to determine a flow rate of blood in the portion of
subsurface vasculature.

The data collection system 350 may additionally include
additional detectors for detecting other physiological param-
eters, which could include any parameters that may relate to
the health of the person wearing the wearable device. For
example, the data collection system 350 could include
detectors configured to measure blood pressure, pulse rate,
respiration rate, skin temperature, etc. In a non-exhaustive
list, additional detectors may include any one of an optical
(e.g., CMOS, CCD, photodiode), acoustic (e.g., piezoelec-
tric, piezoceramic), electrochemical (voltage, impedance),
thermal, mechanical (e.g., pressure, strain), magnetic, or
electromagnetic (e.g., magnetic resonance) sensor. The addi-
tional detectors could be additional temperature sensors. In
some examples, the additional sensors could be configured
to measure the temperature of upstream regions of tissue or
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other regions of tissue to enable detection of the blood flow
rate in the portion of subsurface vasculature and/or to
determine a blood flow rate in a different portion of subsur-
face vasculature of the wearer. In some examples, a plurality
of temperature sensors and/or a camera configured to detect
near-infrared light (e.g., light having wavelengths between
approximately 750 nanometers and approximately 900
nanometers) could be included to detect a temperature map
of tissue of the wearer, to determine a location, diameter,
branching pattern, to determine a flow rate of blood in the
portion of subsurface vasculature, or other information
about the portion of subsurface vasculature, or to allow for
some other application of the wearable device 300.

The energy source 380 is configured to emit an energy
that can penetrate the wearer’s skin into the portion of
subsurface vasculature, for example, into a lumen of the
subsurface vasculature. The emitted energy can be any kind
of energy that is benign to the wearer and that results at least
in heating of a portion of blood in the portion of subsurface
vasculature such that the temperature sensor 360 can be
operated to detect a temperature of a downstream region of
tissue that can be used to determine the flow rate of blood in
the portion of subsurface vasculature. The emitted energy
could be a light energy (e.g., a beam of visible, infrared,
ultraviolet, or some other type of illumination), a thermal
energy (e.g., heat generated by a resistive heater or some
other type of heater and conducted, radiated, or otherwise
transferred to the blood), an acoustic energy (e.g., ultrasonic
waves configured to heat the blood), or some other energy.
The wavelength of emitted illumination (i.e., of emitted
energy including light) could be specified to penetrate bio-
logical tissues of a wearer; for example, the emitted illumi-
nation could have a wavelength within a near-infrared (NIR)
transparency window of biological tissue. The wavelength
of the emitted illumination could be specified to be a
wavelength that is absorbed and converted into heat by
blood cells, such as a wavelength between approximately
800 nanometers and approximately 850 nanometers.

The wearable device 300 may also include a user interface
390 via which the wearer of the device may receive one or
more recommendations or alerts generated either from a
remote server or other remote computing device, or from a
processor within the device. The alerts could be any indi-
cation that can be noticed by the person wearing the wear-
able device. For example, the alert could include a visual
component (e.g., textual or graphical information on a
display), an auditory component (e.g., an alarm sound),
and/or tactile component (e.g., a vibration). Further, the user
interface 390 may include a display 392 where a visual
indication of the alert or recommendation may be displayed.
The display 392 may further be configured to provide an
indication of the measured physiological parameters, for
instance, a determined flow rate of blood in a portion of
subsurface vasculature.

In some examples, the wearable device is provided as a
wrist-mounted device, as shown in FIGS. 4A, 4B, and
5A-5C. The wrist-mounted device may be mounted to the
wrist of a living subject with a wristband or cuff; similar to
awatch or bracelet. As shown in FIGS. 4A and 4B, the wrist
mounted device 400 may include a mount 410 in the form
of a wristband 420, a measurement platform 430 positioned
on the anterior side 440 of the wearer’s wrist, and a user
interface 450 positioned on the posterior side 460 of the
wearer’s wrist. The wearer of the device may receive, via the
user interface 450, one or more recommendations or alerts
generated either from a remote server or other remote
computing device, or alerts from the measurement platform.
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Such a configuration may be perceived as natural for the
wearer of the device in that it is common for the posterior
side 460 of the wrist to be observed, such as the act of
checking a wrist-watch. Accordingly, the wearer may easily
view a display 470 on the user interface. Further, the
measurement platform 430 may be located on the anterior
side 440 of the wearer’s wrist where the subsurface vascu-
lature may be readily observable. However, other configu-
rations are contemplated.

The display 470 may be configured to display a visual
indication of the alert or recommendation and/or an indica-
tion of the measured physiological parameters, for instance,
the flow rate and/or a pressure of blood in a portion of
subsurface vasculature of the wearer. Further, the user
interface 450 may include one or more buttons 480 for
accepting inputs from the wearer. For example, the buttons
480 may be configured to change the text or other informa-
tion visible on the display 470. As shown in FIG. 4B,
measurement platform 430 may also include one or more
buttons 490 for accepting inputs from the wearer. The
buttons 490 may be configured to accept inputs for control-
ling aspects of the data collection system, such as initiating
a measurement period, or inputs indicating the wearer’s
current health state (i.e., normal, migraine, shortness of
breath, heart attack, fever, “flu-like” symptoms, food poi-
soning, etc.).

In another example wrist-mounted device 500, shown in
FIGS. 5A-5C, the measurement platform 510 and user
interface 520 are both provided on the same side of the
wearer’s wrist, in particular, the anterior side 530 of the
wrist. On the posterior side 540, a watch face 550 may be
disposed on the strap 560. While an analog watch is depicted
in FIG. 5B, one of ordinary skill in the art will recognize that
any type of clock may be provided, such as a digital clock.
As can be seen in FIG. 5C, the inner face 570 of the
measurement platform 510 is intended to be worn proximate
to the wearer’s body. A data collection system 580 housed on
the measurement platform 510 may include an energy
source 586 and temperature sensor 584.

FIG. 6 is a simplified schematic of a system including one
or more wearable devices 600. The one or more wearable
devices 600 may be configured to transmit data via a
communication interface 610 over one or more communi-
cation networks 620 to a remote server 630. In one embodi-
ment, the communication interface 610 includes a wireless
transceiver for sending and receiving communications to
and from the server 630. In further embodiments, the
communication interface 610 may include any means for the
transfer of data, including both wired and wireless commu-
nications. For example, the communication interface may
include a universal serial bus (USB) interface or a secure
digital (SD) card interface. Communication networks 620
may be any one of may be one of: a plain old telephone
service (POTS) network, a cellular network, a fiber network
and a data network. The server 630 may include any type of
remote computing device or remote cloud computing net-
work. Further, communication network 620 may include one
or more intermediaries, including, for example wherein the
wearable device 600 transmits data to a mobile phone or
other personal computing device, which in turn transmits the
data to the server 630.

In addition to receiving communications from the wear-
able device 600, such as collected physiological parameter
data and data regarding health state as input by the user, the
server may also be configured to gather and/or receive either
from the wearable device 600 or from some other source,
information regarding a wearer’s overall medical history,
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environmental factors and geographical data. For example,
a user account may be established on the server for every
wearer that contains the wearer’s medical history. Moreover,
in some examples, the server 630 may be configured to
regularly receive information from sources of environmental
data, such as viral illness or food poisoning outbreak data
from the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and weather,
pollution and allergen data from the National Weather
Service. Further, the server may be configured to receive
data regarding a wearer’s health state from a hospital or
physician. Such information may be used in the server’s
decision-making process, such as recognizing correlations
and in generating clinical protocols.

Additionally, the server may be configured to gather
and/or receive the date, time of day and geographical
location of each wearer of the device during each measure-
ment period. Such information may be used to detect and
monitor spatial and temporal spreading of diseases. As such,
the wearable device may be configured to determine and/or
provide an indication of its own location. For example, a
wearable device may include a GPS system so that it can
include GPS location information (e.g., GPS coordinates) in
a communication to the server. As another example, a
wearable device may use a technique that involves triangu-
lation (e.g., between base stations in a cellular network) to
determine its location. Other location-determination tech-
niques are also possible.

The server may also be configured to make determina-
tions regarding the efficacy of a drug or other treatment
based on information regarding the drugs or other treatments
received by a wearer of the device and, at least in part, the
physiological parameter data and the indicated health state
of the user. From this information, the server may be
configured to derive an indication of the effectiveness of the
drug or treatment. For example, if a drug is intended to treat
nausea and the wearer of the device does not indicate that he
or she is experiencing nausea after beginning a course of
treatment with the drug, the server may be configured to
derive an indication that the drug is effective for that wearer.
In another example, a wearable device may be configured to
measure blood glucose. If a wearer is prescribed a drug
intended to treat diabetes, but the server receives data from
the wearable device indicating that the wearer’s blood
glucose has been increasing over a certain number of
measurement periods, the server may be configured to
derive an indication that the drug is not effective for its
intended purpose for this wearer.

Further, some embodiments of the system may include
privacy controls which may be automatically implemented
or controlled by the wearer of the device. For example,
where a wearer’s collected physiological parameter data and
health state data are uploaded to a cloud computing network
for trend analysis by a clinician, the data may be treated in
one or more ways before it is stored or used, so that
personally identifiable information is removed. For
example, a user’s identity may be treated so that no person-
ally identifiable information can be determined for the user,
or a user’s geographic location may be generalized where
location information is obtained (such as to a city, ZIP code,
or state level), so that a particular location of a user cannot
be determined.

Additionally or alternatively, wearers of a device may be
provided with an opportunity to control whether or how the
device collects information about the wearer (e.g., informa-
tion about a user’s medical history, social actions or activi-
ties, profession, a user’s preferences, or a user’s current
location), or to control how such information may be used.
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Thus, the wearer may have control over how information is
collected about him or her and used by a clinician or
physician or other user of the data. For example, a wearer
may elect that data, such as health state and physiological
parameters, collected from his or her device may only be
used for generating an individual baseline and recommen-
dations in response to collection and comparison of his or
her own data and may not be used in generating a population
baseline or for use in population correlation studies.

1V. Example Electronics Platform for a Device

FIG. 7 is a simplified block diagram illustrating the
components of a device 700, according to an example
embodiment. Device 700 may take the form of or be similar
to one of the wrist-mounted devices 100, 300, 400, 500, 600
shown in FIGS. 1, 3, 4A-B, and 5A-5C. However, device
700 may also take other forms, such as an ankle, waist, or
chest-mounted device. Device 700 could also take the form
of a device that is not configured to be mounted to a body.
For example, device 700 could take the form of a handheld
device configured to be maintained in proximity to an
environment of interest (e.g., a body part, a biological
sample container, a volume of a water treatment system) by
a user or operator of the device 700 or by a frame or other
supporting structure. Device 700 could also take the form of
a device configured to heat (by emitting energy) a specified
region within and to detect the temperature at one or more
locations in an in vitro biological environment or some other
environment, for example, a fluid volume within a water
treatment process. Device 700 also could take other forms.

In particular, FIG. 7 shows an example of a device 700
having a detection system 710, a user interface 720, com-
munication interface 730 for transmitting data to a remote
system, processor 740, and a computer readable medium
760. The components of the device 700 may be disposed on
a mount or on some other structure for mounting the device
to enable stable detection of a flow rate of fluid in an
environment of interest, for example, to an external body
surface where a portion of subsurface vasculature is readily
observable.

Processor 740 may be a general-purpose processor or a
special purpose processor (e.g., digital signal processors,
application specific integrated circuits, etc.). The one or
more processors 740 can be configured to execute computer-
readable program instructions 770 that are stored in the
computer readable medium 760 and that are executable to
provide the functionality of a device 700 described herein.

The computer readable medium 760 may include or take
the form of one or more non-transitory, computer-readable
storage media that can be read or accessed by at least one
processor 740. The one or more computer-readable storage
media can include volatile and/or non-volatile storage com-
ponents, such as optical, magnetic, organic or other memory
or disc storage, which can be integrated in whole or in part
with at least one of the one or more processors 740. In some
embodiments, the computer readable medium 760 can be
implemented using a single physical device (e.g., one opti-
cal, magnetic, organic or other memory or disc storage unit),
while in other embodiments, the computer readable medium
760 can be implemented using two or more physical devices.

Detection system 710 includes a temperature sensor 714
and an energy source 712. The energy source 712 is con-
figured to emit energy into an environment of interest to heat
a portion of the environment of interest (e.g., a portion of
blood in a portion of subsurface vasculature). The detection
system 710 additionally includes at least one temperature
sensor 714 configured to detect the temperature of a region
of the environment of interest. In a non-exhaustive list, the
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temperature sensor 714 may include one or more of an
infrared-sensitive photodiode, an infrared-sensitive pho-
totransistor, an infrared-sensitive photoresistor, an infrared-
sensitive active pixel sensor, an infrared-sensitive CCD, an
infrared camera, or some other infrared light sensitive ele-
ment configured to measure the temperature of a region of
interest. Additionally or alternatively, the temperature sensor
714 could be in thermal contact with the environment of
interest and could include a thermistor, a thermocouple, a
silicon bandgap thermometer, or some other-temperature-
sensitive element. In some examples, the detection system
710 could include additional temperature sensors (e.g., a
linear or otherwise configured array of temperature sensors
configured to measure the temperature of a corresponding
set of regions within the environment of interest).

The detection system 710 may additionally include addi-
tional detectors for detecting physiological parameters of a
human whose body includes the environment of interest
(e.g., the environment of interest is a portion of subsurface
vasculature of the human), which could include any param-
eters that may relate to the health of the person being
measured by the device 700. For example, the detection
system 710 could include detectors configured to measure
blood pressure, pulse rate, respiration rate, skin temperature,
etc. In a non-exhaustive list, additional detectors may
include any one of an optical (e.g., CMOS, CCD, photo-
diode), acoustic (e.g., piezoelectric, piezoceramic), electro-
chemical (voltage, impedance), thermal, mechanical (e.g.,
pressure, strain), magnetic, or electromagnetic (e.g., mag-
netic resonance) sensor.

The detection system 710 could additionally include
electronics configured to operate the energy source 712 and
the temperature sensor 714. The electronics could include an
analog-to-digital converter (ADC) configured to sample an
output (e.g., a voltage, a current) of the temperature sensor
714 and/or of electronics coupled to the temperature sensor
714 (e.g., a resistance sensing circuit, a transimpedance
amplifier) at one or more points in time such that a flow rate
of fluid in the environment of interest (e.g., a flow rate of
blood in a portion of subsurface vasculature) could be
determined. For example, the ADC could be operated to
sample an electrical signal related to the temperature sensor
714 at a specified rate (e.g., one kilohertz) to detect a
temperature waveform and/or some other property of the
temperature of a region of the environment of interest.
Additionally or alternatively, the electronics could include
one or more comparators or other electronic components
configured to produce one or more electronic signals related
to the temperature sensor 714 that could be used to deter-
mine a flow rate of fluid in the environment of interest.

The program instructions 770 stored on the computer
readable medium 760 may include instructions to perform
any of the methods described herein. For instance, in the
illustrated embodiment, program instructions 770 include a
controller module 772, calculation and decision module 774
and an alert module 776.

The controller module 772 can include instructions for
operating the detection system 710, for example, the energy
source 712 and the temperature sensor 714. For example, the
controller module 772 may operate energy source 712 and
the temperature sensor 714 during each of a set of pre-set
measurement periods. In particular, the controller module
772 can include instructions for operating the energy source
712 to emit energy into a target region of an environment of
interest (e.g., a portion of subsurface vasculature of a wearer
of the device 700) and controlling the temperature sensor
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714 to measure a temperature related to a flow rate of fluid
in the environment being interrogated by the device 700.

The controller module 772 can also include instructions
for operating a user interface 720. For example, controller
module 772 may include instructions for displaying data
collected by the detection system 710 and analyzed by the
calculation and decision module 774, or for displaying one
or more alerts generated by the alert module 776. Further,
controller module 772 may include instructions to execute
certain functions based on inputs accepted by the user
interface 720, such as inputs accepted by one or more
buttons disposed on the user interface.

Communication platform 730 may also be operated by
instructions within the controller module 772, such as
instructions for sending and/or receiving information via a
wireless antenna, which may be disposed on or in the device
700. The communication interface 730 can optionally
include one or more oscillators, mixers, frequency injectors,
etc. to modulate and/or demodulate information on a carrier
frequency to be transmitted and/or received by the antenna.
In some examples, the device 700 is configured to indicate
an output from the processor by modulating an impedance of
the antenna in a manner that is perceivable by a remote
server or other remote computing device.

Calculation and decision module 774 may include instruc-
tions for receiving data from and/or operating the data
collection system 710, analyzing the data to determine a
flow rate of fluid in the environment (e.g., a flow rate of
blood in a portion of subsurface vasculature), analyzing the
determined flow rate at one or more points in time to
determine if a medical condition is indicated, determining a
pressure of the fluid (e.g., a pressure of blood in a portion of
subsurface vasculature) based on a determined flow rate, or
other analytical processes relating to the environment proxi-
mate to the device 700. In particular, the calculation and
decision module 774 may include instructions for determin-
ing, for each preset measurement time, a flow of fluid in the
environment based on one or more temperature measure-
ments made using the temperature sensor 714 and further
based on operation of the energy source 712 to heat a portion
of fluid in the environment of the device 700. The calcula-
tion and decision module 774 could include instructions to
operate the energy source 712 to produce a variety of
patterns of emitted energy, including one or more pulses of
energy having respective properties (e.g., intensities, pulse
widths, pulse waveforms), emitting a first energy having a
first specified property (e.g., intensity) during a first period
of time and a second energy having a second specified
property during a second period of time, or according to
some other application.

The program instructions of the calculation and decision
module 774 may, in some examples, be stored in a com-
puter-readable medium and executed by a processor located
external to the device 700. For example, the device 700
could be configured to collect certain data regarding physi-
ological parameters from the user and then transmit the data
to a remote server, which may include a mobile device, a
personal computer, the cloud, or any other remote system,
for further processing.

The computer readable medium 760 may further contain
other data or information, such as medical and health history
of a user of the device 700, that may be useful in determining
whether a medical condition is indicated. Further, the com-
puter readable medium 760 may contain data corresponding
to certain blood flow rate profile baselines, above or below
which a medical condition is indicated. The baselines may
be pre-stored on the computer readable medium 760, may be
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transmitted from a remote source, such as a remote server,
or may be generated by the calculation and decision module
774 itself. The calculation and decision module 774 may
include instructions for generating individual baselines for
the user of the device 700 based on data collected over a
certain number of measurement periods. For example, the
calculation and decision module 774 may generate a base-
line blood flow profile for each of a plurality of measurement
periods by averaging a blood flow profile from one or more
heart beat cycles during each of the measurement periods
measured over the course of a few days, and store those
baseline blood flow profiles in the computer readable
medium 760 for later comparison. Baselines may also be
generated by a remote server and transmitted to the device
700 via communication interface 730. The calculation and
decision module 774 may also, upon determining that a
medical condition is indicated, generate one or more rec-
ommendations for the user of the device 700 based, at least
in part, on consultation of a clinical protocol. Such recom-
mendations may alternatively be generated by the remote
server and transmitted to the device 700.

In some examples, the collected physiological parameter
data, baseline blood flow rate profiles, health state informa-
tion input by device users and generated recommendations
and clinical protocols may additionally be input to a cloud
network and be made available for download by a user’s
physician. Trend and other analyses may also be performed
on the collected data, such as physiological parameter data
and health state information, in the cloud computing net-
work and be made available for download by physicians or
clinicians.

Further, physiological parameter and health state data
from individuals or populations of device users may be used
by physicians or clinicians in monitoring efficacy of a drug
or other treatment. For example, high-density, real-time data
may be collected from a population of device users who are
participating in a clinical study to assess the safety and
efficacy of a developmental drug or therapy. Such data may
also be used on an individual level to assess a particular
wearer’s response to a drug or therapy. Based on this data,
a physician or clinician may be able to tailor a drug
treatment to suit an individual’s needs.

In response to a determination by the calculation and
decision module 774 that a medical condition is indicated,
the alert module 776 may generate an alert via the user
interface 720. The alert may include a visual component,
such as textual or graphical information displayed on a
display, an auditory component (e.g., an alarm sound),
and/or tactile component (e.g., a vibration). The textual
information may include one or more recommendations,
such as a recommendation that the user of the device contact
a medical professional, seek immediate medical attention, or
administer a medication.

V. Mllustrative Methods

FIG. 8 is a flowchart of a method 800 for measuring a flow
rate of fluid (e.g., blood) in a portion of subsurface vascu-
lature. The method 800 includes heating fluid in the portion
of subsurface vasculature by emitting energy through an
external body surface at a first location using an energy
source 810. The emitted energy is such that a portion of fluid
in the portion of subsurface vasculature absorbs a portion of
the emitted energy and converts the absorbed energy into
heat. The heated portion of fluid can subsequently be moved
(i.e., by convection or other flow processes) downstream in
the portion of subsurface vasculature at a rate corresponding
to the flow rate of fluid in the portion of subsurface vascu-
lature. Emitting energy can include emitting illumination
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having a specific wavelength or spectral profile, such that the
illumination can be minimally absorbed by other elements in
the environment of the portion of subsurface vasculature
(e.g., skin, connective tissue, blood vessel walls). For
example, the emitted beam of illumination could have a
wavelength or wavelengths within a near-infrared (NIR)
transparency window of biological tissue.

Emitting energy 810 can include emitting energy having
a specified amplitude, intensity, wavelength, spectral profile,
polarization, or other property. Further, emitting energy 810
can include emitting energy having different properties at
different points in time. For example, it could include
emitting a first energy having a first intensity during a first
period of time and emitting a second energy having a second
intensity during a second period of time. It could include
emitting one or more pulses of energy having respective
pulse widths, intensities, pulse waveforms (e.g., rectangular
pulses, trapezoidal pulses, triangular pulses, raised cosine
pulses) during respective periods of time. Such a plurality of
pulses of emitted energy could be emitted at a specified
frequency, e.g., a frequency between approximately 10 hertz
and approximately 100 hertz. Other patterns or schemes of
emitting energy and or operating the energy source are
anticipated.

The method 800 additionally includes measuring a tem-
perature of a downstream region of tissue via the external
body surface at a second location using a downstream
temperature sensor 820. The downstream region of tissue is
a region of tissue downstream from the location at which the
energy source heats fluid relative to the flow of fluid in the
portion of subsurface vasculature. Measuring a temperature
820 could include making a direct measurement of tempera-
ture (e.g., using a temperature sensor that is in thermal
contact with the downstream region of tissue via the external
body surface at the second location) or an indirect measure-
ment of temperature (e.g., by detecting an intensity, spectral
profile, or other property of infrared light received from the
downstream region of tissue through the external body
surface at the second location). Measuring a temperature 820
could include making a single measurement at a specified
point in time (e.g., relative to the timing of operation of the
energy source) or at a plurality of specified points in time
(e.g., at a plurality of points in time defined by a specified
sample rate, e.g., 1 kilohertz). Measuring a temperature 820
could include measuring sufficient temperature information
(e.g., measuring the temperature of the downstream region
of tissue at a sufficient number of points in time) to deter-
mine a temperature waveform of the downstream region of
tissue and/or a feature of the temperature waveform of the
downstream portion of tissue (e.g., a timing, pulse width,
rise time, fall time, or amplitude of a pulse of increased
temperature, a rise time and/or timing of an increase in
temperature).

The method 800 additionally includes determining a flow
rate of fluid in the portion of subsurface vasculature based at
least on the temperature measured by the downstream tem-
perature sensor 830. This could include determining a dif-
ference between the measured temperature and a baseline
temperature (e.g., a body temperature or other temperature
of some other region of tissue as measured using a further
temperature sensor). This could include determining a flow
rate based on the properties and timing of operation of the
energy source to emit energy. For example, the energy
source could be operated to emit a first energy having first
properties during a first period of time and a second energy
having second properties during a second period of time, and
the flow rate of fluid could be based on a temperature of a
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downstream region of tissue measured at a specified time,
the properties of the first and second energies, and the timing
of the first and second periods of time relative to the
specified time of the temperature measurement. In some
examples, determining a flow rate of fluid in the portion of
subsurface vasculature 830 could include determining a
feature of a temperature waveform of the downstream region
of tissue based on one or more temperature measurements
made using the downstream temperature sensor, and could
further include determining a relative timing between the
feature of the temperature waveform and a timing of opera-
tion of the energy source to heat fluid in the portion of
subsurface vasculature. For example, a flow rate of fluid
could be determined based on the result of the division of a
specified distance between the first and second locations of
the external body surface (e.g., a distance between approxi-
mately 1 millimeter and approximately 5 millimeters) by a
determined difference in time between a change in the
intensity of the energy emitted by the energy source (e.g., a
changed from a first intensity to a second intensity) and a
related feature of the temperature waveform of the down-
stream region of tissue (e.g., the timing of a rising edge of
a pulse of increased temperature).

The method 800 could include additional steps or ele-
ments in addition to emitting energy 810, measuring a
temperature 820, and determining a flow rate of fluid in the
portion of subsurface vasculature 830. For example, the
energy source and the downstream temperature sensor could
be disposed in a wearable device, and the method 800 could
include mounting the wearable device to an external body
surface of the wearer proximate to the portion of subsurface
vasculature. The method could include indicating a deter-
mined flow rate of fluid to a user using a user interface of the
device or to some other person or system(s) by some other
means (e.g., a wireless communications component of the
wearable device).

The method 800 could include determining some other
information about a wearer based on one or more deter-
mined flow rates of fluid in the portion of subsurface
vasculature during one or more periods of time. For
example, a determined flow rate of blood in the portion of
subsurface vasculature determined at one or more points in
time could be used to determine a blood pressure in the
portion of subsurface vasculature. One or more determined
flow properties in the portion of subsurface vasculature
could be used to determine a health state of the wearer. For
example, a plurality of flow rates of blood determined at a
respective plurality of points in time could be used to
determine a heart rate of the user that could further be used
to determine a health state of the wearer (e.g., tachycardia,
bradycardia, sleep apnea, irregular heartbeat). Additionally
or alternatively, a plurality of flow rates of blood could be
used to determine a flow and/or pressure profile of the blood
that could further be used to determine a health state of the
wearer (e.g., hypertension, aortic regurgitation). Other addi-
tional steps of the method 800 are anticipated.

Calibration data could be used to determine a pressure of
blood in the portion of subsurface vasculature based on a
determined flow rate of blood in the portion of subsurface
vasculature. Calibration data could include information
about models, functions, lookup tables, or other algorithms
used to determine a blood pressure based on a determined
blood flow rate. Such data could be manually determined
and/or input into a device that is implementing the method
800. Additionally or alternatively, the calibration data could
be determined through a calibration method whereby one or
more detected values of blood flow rate could be associated
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with corresponding one or more values of blood pressure.
The values of blood pressure could be measured using a
sphygmomanometer or other apparatus configured to
directly measure blood pressure in the portion of subsurface
vasculature. In some examples, calibration data could be
generated by detecting one or more blood flow rates when
the portion of subsurface vasculature is elevated to two or
more different elevations relative to the heart of the body
containing the portion of subsurface vasculature (e.g., by
raising and/or lowering an arm containing the portion of
subsurface vasculature).

FIG. 9 is a flowchart of a method 900 for calibration data
that could be used to determine a pressure of blood in a
portion of subsurface vasculature based on at least one
measured and/or detected flow rate of blood in the portion of
subsurface vasculature. The method 900 includes elevating
a portion of a body comprising the portion of subsurface
vasculature to a first elevation 910. This could include
elevating the portion of the body by actions of the body (e.g.,
activation of muscles of the body to elevate the portion of
subsurface vasculature, by raising and/or lowering an arm).
This could include elevating the portion of subsurface
vasculature to a specified elevation (e.g., according to
instructions or some sort of elevation feedback signal). The
elevation could be an elevation relative to the heart of the
body containing the portion of subsurface vasculature. Addi-
tionally or alternatively, the first elevation could be arbitrary
and/or chosen by a user, and the value of the first elevation
could be detected and/or input into a system performing the
method 900 by the user.

The method 900 includes determining at least one flow
rate of blood in the portion of subsurface vasculature using
an energy source and a downstream temperature sensor
when the portion of the body is at the first elevation 920.
This step could be performed as described elsewhere herein,
i.e., by operation of the energy source to heat a portion of
blood in the portion of subsurface vasculature, measurement
of at least one temperature by the downstream temperature
sensor, and making a determination of a flow rate of blood
in the portion of subsurface vasculature. The energy source
and temperature sensor could be included in a wearable
device or other apparatus as described herein.

The method 900 includes elevating the portion of a body
comprising the portion of subsurface vasculature to a second
elevation that is substantially different from the first eleva-
tion 930. This could include elevating the portion of the
body by actions of the body (e.g., activation of muscles of
the body to elevate the portion of subsurface vasculature,
raising and/or lowering an arm). This could include elevat-
ing the portion of subsurface vasculature to a specified
elevation (e.g., according to instructions or some sort of
elevation feedback signal). The elevation could be an eleva-
tion relative to the heart of the body containing the portion
of subsurface vasculature. Additionally or alternatively, the
second elevation could be arbitrary and/or chosen by a user,
and the value of the second elevation could be detected
and/or input into a system performing the method 900 by the
user.

The method 900 includes determining at least one flow
rate of blood in the portion of subsurface vasculature using
the energy source and the downstream temperature sensor
when the portion of the body is at the second elevation 940.
This step could be performed as described elsewhere herein,
i.e., by operation of the energy source to heat a portion of
blood in the portion of subsurface vasculature, measurement
of at least one temperature by the downstream temperature
sensor, and making a determination of a flow rate of blood
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in the portion of subsurface vasculature. The energy source
and temperature sensor could be included in a wearable
device or other apparatus as described herein.

The method 900 includes determining calibration data
based on the at least one blood flow rate determined when
the portion of the body is at the first elevation, the at least
one blood flow rate determined when the portion of the body
1s at the second elevation, and a difference between the first
elevation and the second elevation 950. The calibration data
could take a variety of forms related to the method used to
determine a blood pressure based on a determined blood
flow rate and the calibration data could be determined from
the listed information accordingly. For example, the respec-
tive at least one blood flow rates determined at the first and
second elevations could be maximum blood flow rates
corresponding to points in respective heartbeats correspond-
ing to a systolic blood pressure in the portion of subsurface
vasculature. The difference between a systolic blood pres-
sure when the portion of subsurface vasculature is at the first
elevation and a systolic blood pressure when the portion of
subsurface vasculature is at the second elevation could be
related to a difference in pressure corresponding to a differ-
ence in elevation in a water column (or column of other fluid
having a density similar to the wearer’s blood) substantially
equal to the difference between the first and second eleva-
tions. The first and second elevations could be elevations
relative to the heart of the body containing the portion of
subsurface vasculature. Thus, a difference in the maximum
blood flow rates corresponding to the difference in pressure
determined using the difference between the first and second
elevations could be used to determine the calibration data.

The method 900 could include additional steps or ele-
ments in addition to those described above (910, 920, 930,
940, 950). For example, the portion of the body could be
elevated to additional elevations at which additional corre-
sponding blood flow rates could be determine/detected, and
the calibration data could be determined based on the
additional elevations and additional determined/detected
blood flow rates. The method 900 could be performed a first
time, and the determined calibration data could be used to
determine blood pressures during a first period of time. The
method could be performed subsequently to replace, update,
and/or refine the calibration data determined during previous
performances of the method 900. The method could include
indicating determined calibration, pressure, and/or flow rate
data to a user using a user interface of the device or to some
other person or system(s) by some other means (e.g., a
wireless communications component of the wearable
device). Other additional and/or alternative steps of the
method 900 are anticipated.

CONCLUSION

Where example embodiments involve information related
to a person or a device of a person, the embodiments should
be understood to include privacy controls. Such privacy
controls include, at least, anonymization of device identifi-
ers, transparency and user controls, including functionality
that would enable users to modify or delete information
relating to the user’s use of a product.

Further, in situations in where embodiments discussed
herein collect personal information about users, or may
make use of personal information, the users may be provided
with an opportunity to control whether programs or features
collect user information (e.g., information about a user’s
medical history, social network, social actions or activities,
profession, a user’s preferences, or a user’s current location),
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or to control whether and/or how to receive content from the
content server that may be more relevant to the user. In
addition, certain data may be treated in one or more ways
before it is stored or used, so that personally identifiable
information is removed. For example, a user’s identity may
be treated so that no personally identifiable information can
be determined for the user, or a user’s geographic location
may be generalized where location information is obtained
(such as to a city, ZIP code, or state level), so that a particular
location of a user cannot be determined. Thus, the user may
have control over how information is collected about the
user and used by a content server.

The particular arrangements shown in the Figures should
not be viewed as limiting. It should be understood that other
embodiments may include more or less of each element
shown in a given Figure. Further, some of the illustrated
elements may be combined or omitted. Yet further, an
exemplary embodiment may include elements that are not
illustrated in the Figures.

Moreover, it is particularly noted that while devices,
systems, methods, and other embodiments are described
herein by way of example as being employed to detect blood
flow in portions of subsurface vasculature of a human body,
it is noted that the disclosed devices, systems, and methods
can be applied in other contexts as well. For example,
detection systems configured to detect fluid flow rates using
energy sources and temperature sensors as disclosed herein
may be included in wearable (e.g., body-mountable) and/or
implantable devices. In some contexts, such a detection
system is situated to be substantially encapsulated by bio-
compatible polymeric material suitable for being in contact
with bodily fluids and/or for being implanted. In one
example, an implantable medical device that includes such
a detection system may be encapsulated in biocompatible
material and implanted within a host organism. Such body-
mounted and/or implanted detection systems can include
circuitry configured to operate energy sources, temperature
sensors, or other elements to enable detection of fluid flow
rates by detecting changes over time in a detected tempera-
ture of fluids relative to heating of the fluid by the energy
source. The detection system can also include a communi-
cation system for wirelessly indicating detected and/or
determined fluid flows.

In other examples, devices, systems, and methods dis-
closed herein may be applied to measure flow rates of fluids
that are not in or on a human body. For example, detection
systems disclosed herein may be included in body-mount-
able and/or implantable devices used to measure flow rates
of a fluid of an animal. In another example, devices, systems,
and methods disclosed herein may be applied to measure
flow rates of an environmental fluid, such as a fluid in a river,
lake, marsh, reservoir, water supply, sanitary sewer system,
storm sewer system, or the atmosphere. In another example,
devices, systems, and methods disclosed herein may be
applied to measure flow rates of a fluid that is part of a
process, such as a waste treatment process, industrial pro-
cess, pharmaceutical synthesis process, food preparation
process, fermentation process, or medical treatment process

Additionally, while various aspects and embodiments
have been disclosed herein, other aspects and embodiments
will be apparent to those skilled in the art. The various
aspects and embodiments disclosed herein are for purposes
of illustration and are not intended to be limiting, with the
true scope and spirit being indicated by the following claims.
Other embodiments may be utilized, and other changes may
be made, without departing from the spirit or scope of the
subject matter presented herein. It will be readily understood
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that the aspects of the present disclosure, as generally
described herein, and illustrated in the figures, can be
arranged, substituted, combined, separated, and designed in
a wide variety of different configurations, all of which are
contemplated herein.

What is claimed is:

1. A device comprising:

an energy source;

a downstream temperature sensor; and

a controller, wherein the controller comprises a comput-

ing device programmed to perform operations compris-

ing:

operating the energy source to emit first energy having
a first intensity during a first period of time, wherein
the first energy is emitted through an external body
surface at a first location into a portion of subsurface
vasculature such that fluid in the portion of subsur-
face vasculature is heated;

operating the energy source to emit second energy
having a second intensity during a second period of
time, wherein the second energy is emitted through
the external body surface at the first location into the
portion of subsurface vasculature such that fluid in
the portion of subsurface vasculature is heated, and
wherein the second intensity differs from the first
intensity;

operating the downstream temperature sensor to mea-
sure the temperature over time of a downstream
region of tissue via the external body surface at a
second location at a plurality of points in time
subsequent to the beginning of the first period of
time, wherein the downstream region of tissue is
downstream from the first location with respect to
fluid flow in the portion of subsurface vasculature;
and

determining a speed of fluid in the portion of subsur-
face vasculature based on the temperatures measured
by the downstream temperature sensor, wherein said
determining the speed of fluid in the portion of
subsurface vasculature based on the temperatures
measured by the downstream temperature sensor
comprises (i) identifying a feature within the tem-
perature measurements of the downstream region of
tissue measured at the plurality of points in time and
(i1) determining a time difference between the first
period of time and a timing of the identified feature.

2. The device of claim 1, further comprising a mount
configured to mount the energy source and the downstream
temperature sensor to the external body surface.

3. The device of claim 2, wherein the external body
surface is a wrist location.

4. The device of claim 2, wherein the energy source is a
light source, and wherein emitting energy through an exter-
nal body surface at a first location into a portion of subsur-
face vasculature comprises emitting a beam of illumination
through the external body surface into the portion of sub-
surface vasculature.

5. The device of claim 4, wherein the light source is a
laser.

6. The device of claim 1, wherein the second location is
separated from the first location by a specified distance,
wherein the specified distance is between approximately 1
millimeter and approximately 5 millimeters.

7. The device of claim 1, further comprising a plurality of
further temperature sensors that are operable to measure
temperatures of respective regions of tissue via respective
locations of the external body surface, wherein the down-

20

25

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

34

stream temperature sensor and further temperature sensors
are arranged in a linear array, and wherein the operations
further comprise operating the plurality of further tempera-
ture sensors, and wherein determining a speed of fluid in the
portion of subsurface vasculature is further based on tem-
peratures measured by the plurality of further temperature
Sensors.
8. The device of claim 1, wherein the downstream tem-
perature sensor detects infrared light received from the
downstream region of tissue via the second location of the
external body surface.
9. The device of claim 8, wherein the downstream tem-
perature sensor comprises an infrared camera, wherein the
infrared camera is operable to image the portion of subsur-
face vasculature by detecting near infrared light.
10. A method comprising:
heating fluid in a portion of subsurface vasculature during
a first period of time, wherein heating fluid in the
portion of subsurface vasculature during the first period
of time comprises emitting first energy having a first
intensity through an external body surface at a first
location into the portion of subsurface vasculature
using an energy source;
heating fluid in the portion of subsurface vasculature
during a second period of time, wherein heating fluid in
the portion of subsurface vasculature during the second
period of time comprises emitting second energy hav-
ing a second intensity through the external body surface
at the first location into the portion of subsurface
vasculature using the energy source, and wherein the
second intensity differs from the first intensity;

measuring a temperature over time of a downstream
region of tissue via the external body surface at a
second location at a plurality of points in time subse-
quent to the beginning of the first period of time,
wherein the downstream region of tissue is downstream
from the first location with respect to fluid flow in the
portion of subsurface vasculature; and

determining a speed of fluid in the portion of subsurface

vasculature based on the temperatures measured by the
downstream temperature sensor, wherein said deter-
mining the speed of fluid in the portion of subsurface
vasculature based on the temperatures measured by the
downstream temperature sensor comprises (i) identify-
ing a feature within the temperature measurements of
the downstream region of tissue measured at the plu-
rality of points in time and (ii) determining a time
difference between the first period of time and a timing
of the identified feature.

11. The method of claim 10, further comprising;

imaging the portion of subsurface vasculature using an

infrared camera, wherein the infrared camera is oper-
able to image the portion of subsurface vasculature by
detecting near infrared light.

12. The method of claim 10, wherein the energy source
and the downstream temperature sensor are disposed in a
wearable device, wherein the wearable device further com-
prises a mount, and further comprising:

mounting the wearable device to the external body surface

using the mount.

13. The method of claim 10, further comprising emitting,
using the energy source, a plurality of pulses of energy
during a plurality of respective periods of time.

14. The method of claim 13, wherein the plurality of
respective periods of time are regularly spaced in time,
wherein the regular spacing of the respective periods of time
represent a frequency of the pulses of energy, wherein the
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frequency of the pulses of energy is a specified frequency,
wherein the specified frequency is between approximately
10 hertz and approximately 100 hertz.
15. The method of claim 10, wherein the fluid is blood,
further comprising:
determining a pressure of blood in the portion of subsut-
face vasculature, wherein determining a pressure of
blood in the portion of subsurface vasculature com-
prises determining a pressure based on at least one
determined speed of blood in the portion of subsurface
vasculature.
16. The method of claim 15, wherein determining a
pressure based on at least one determined speed of blood in
the portion of subsurface vasculature comprises using cali-
bration data to determine a pressure based on the at least one
determined speed of blood, wherein calibration data are
determined by a calibration process, wherein the calibration
process comprises:
elevating a portion of the body comprising the portion of
subsurface vasculature to a first elevation;

determining at least one speed of blood in the portion of
subsurface vasculature using the energy source and the
downstream temperature sensor when the portion of the
body is at the first elevation;

elevating the portion of the body comprising the portion

of subsurface vasculature to a second elevation,
wherein the second elevation is substantially different

from the first elevation;

determining at least one speed of blood in the portion of
subsurface vasculature using the energy source and the
downstream temperature sensor when the portion of the
body is at the second elevation; and

determining calibration data, wherein determining cali-
bration data comprises generating the calibration data
based at least on the at least one speed of blood
determined when the portion of the body is at the first
elevation, the at least one speed of blood determined
when the portion of the body is at the second elevation,
and a difference between the first elevation and the
second elevation.

17. A device comprising;

an energy source;

a downstream temperature sensor; and

an upstream temperature sensor,

a controller, wherein the controller comprises a comput-
ing device programmed to perform operations compris-
ing:

operating the energy source to emit first energy having a
first intensity during a first period of time, wherein the
first energy is emitted through an external body surface
at a first location into a portion of subsurface vascula-
ture such that fluid in the portion of subsurface vascu-
lature is heated;

operating the energy source to emit second energy having
a second intensity during a second period of time,
wherein the second energy is emitted through the
external body surface at the first location into the
portion of subsurface vasculature such that fluid in the
portion of subsurface vasculature is heated, and
wherein the second intensity differs from the first
intensity;

operating the downstream temperature sensor to measure
the temperature over time of a downstream region of
tissue via the external body surface at a second location
at a plurality of points in time subsequent to the
beginning of the first period of time wherein the
downstream region of tissue is downstream from the
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first location with respect to fluid flow in the portion of
subsurface vasculature; and

operating the upstream temperature sensor to measure the
temperature over time of an upstream region of tissue
via the external body surface at a third location at the
plurality of points in time subsequent to the beginning
of the first period of time, wherein the upstream region
of tissue is upstream from the first location with respect
to fluid flow in the portion of subsurface vasculature,

determining a speed of fluid in the portion of subsurface
vasculature based on the temperatures measured by the
downstream temperature sensor and the upstream tem-
perature sensor, wherein said determining the speed of
fluid in the portion of subsurface vasculature based on
the temperatures measured by the downstream tem-
perature sensor and the upstream temperature sensor
comprises:

(1) determining a temperature difference signal between
the temperature over time of the downstream region of
tissue and the temperature over time of the upstream
region of tissue,

(i) identifying a feature within the temperature difference
signal measured for the plurality of points in time and

(iii) determining a time difference between the first period
of time and a timing of the identified feature.

18. A device comprising;

an energy source;

a downstream temperature sensor; and

a further temperature sensor,

a controller, wherein the controller comprises a comput-
ing device programmed to perform operations compris-
ing:

operating the energy source to emit first energy having a
first intensity during a first period of time, wherein the
first energy is emitted through an external body surface
at a first location into a portion of subsurface vascula-
ture such that fluid in the portion of subsurface vascu-
lature 1s heated,;

operating the energy source to emit second energy having
a second intensity during a second period of time,
wherein the second energy is emitted through the
external body surface at the first location into the
portion of subsurface vasculature such that fluid in the
portion of subsurface vasculature is heated, and
wherein the second intensity differs from the first
intensity;

operating the downstream temperature sensor to measure
the temperature over time of a downstream region of
tissue via the external body surface at a second location
at a plurality of points in time subsequent to the
beginning of the first period of time wherein the
downstream region of tissue is downstream from the
first location with respect to fluid flow in the portion of
subsurface vasculature; and

operating the further temperature sensor to measure the
temperature over time of a further region of tissue via
the external body surface at a third location at the
plurality of points in time subsequent to the beginning
of the first period of time, wherein the further region of
tissue is a different region of tissue than the down-
stream region of tissue,

determining a speed of fluid in the portion of subsurface
vasculature based on the temperatures measured by the
downstream temperature sensor and the further tem-
perature sensor, wherein said determining the speed of
fluid in the portion of subsurface vasculature based on
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the temperatures measured by the downstream tem-
perature sensor and the further temperature sensor
comprises:

(1) determining a temperature difference signal between
the temperature over time of the downstream region of 5
tissue and the temperature over time of the further
region of tissue,

(11) identitying a feature within the temperature difference
signal measured for the plurality of points in time and
(i11) determining a time difference between the first period 10

of time and a timing of the identified feature.

® 0% % % %

38



patsnap

ERATROF) RERN

DF(RE)F US10448843 2019-10-22
RiES US14/332745 2014-07-16
BRE(ERR)AGE) EREENEDRIEZELLC

LA BRBEAN)A(F) EREENEBRIELLC

HRIZBA PEETERS ERIC

REAA PEETERS, ERIC

IPCHEE A61B5/0205 A61B5/00 A61B18/04

CPCH¥%(= A61B5/681 A61B5/0059 A61B5/02055 A61B18/04 A61B5/01 A61B5/026 A61B2560/0223
ShEREERE Espacenet

BEF)

RHTATEIMAKERSN -0 FOREHRNERERSHT
‘)5?"[5 3B A/ 2R 4R 4R AR B SR A SR BE SR B A Y BKE R e R YRR (I

, MR ) BRENFEMREG. . MBRBIAAREEMERSEH —
“BﬁJ‘FF%a:E& EEMM IR, BKE RS THElo 8RB ERBEURRE A
BRI AL AL BB/ E A S REMABEEARIEN, ATHL
BYBEELNFMRENTCAXN TRIFEENT BN EFNE ,
BEBERLNINEES SN S —EB0 rAN B ARE 2 R K £ 57K
WEKERSE D PR RT3 ,ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂi’,jﬂ_%o



https://share-analytics.zhihuiya.com/view/e5e70c9d-ce6e-4a8d-9d0d-c7c731dc1556
https://worldwide.espacenet.com/patent/search/family/068241849/publication/US10448843B1?q=US10448843B1

