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INFANT PATIENT TRANSFER DEVICE WITH
TEMPERATURE SENSOR

BACKGROUND

[0001] The present disclosure generally relates to a device
for moving an infant patient. More specifically, the present
disclosure relates to an infant patient transfer device (sling)
that can be used to support an infant patient during movement
while providing a temperature reading from the infant when
the infant is within the patient transfer device.

[0002] Presently, the standard practice used to transfer an
infant patient out of an incubator or bed is for a nurse or other
care physician to carefully slide a hand (or two) under the
infant patient and manually lift the patient. When the nurse
physically contacts the infant patient, the patient is often
stimulated which, in high risk patients, can introduce
unwanted stress to the infant patient. In addition, when a
nurse lifts the infant patient, there is an increased risk of the
nurse snagging one or more of the multiple lines connected to
the patient (IV, EKG leads, ET tube, etc.). The possibility of
snagging or disconnecting tubes connected to the infant
patient can increase the risk to the infant patient during the
lifting procedure.

[0003] Inorder to address these problems, a patient transfer
device, such as shown in U.S. Patent Publication No, 2013/
0340770 was developed. When a patient is received within
the infant patient transfer device, the patient is securely held
in place for transport. Currently, there is a trend to delay
clamping of the umbilical cord after the baby has been born.
In such situations, the infant may be held within the patient
transfer device for between one and ten minutes. While the
infant is within the patient transfer device, there is no moni-
toring of the patient vital signs. Once the infant is transported
to an infant warmer, patient bed or incubator, sensors are
applied to the patient to begin monitoring vital signs.

SUMMARY

[0004] The present disclosure relates to a patient transfer
device for moving an infant patient. The patient transfer
device securely holds the patient and includes a temperature
sensor that detects the temperature of the infant for display
either on the patient transfer device or at a remote display.
[0005] The patient transfer device includes a center support
section that is positioned beneath the patient. First and second
side sections are each connected to the center support section.
The first side section includes a first handle while the second
side section includes a second handle. When an infant patient
is supported on the center support section, the first and second
side sections can be moved upward and toward each other
such that the first and second handles are positioned in close
proximity to each other. When the first and second handles are
positioned in close proximity to each other, the clinician can
grasp both of the first and second handles with a single hand
to move the patient while the patient is supported by the
patient transfer device.

[0006] The patient transfer device further includes a stiff-
ening device that can be positioned within the center support
section to provide rigid support for the infant patient during
movement. In one embodiment of the disclosure, the stiffen-
ing device is a backboard that is received within a pocket
formed in the center support section. The backboard can be
selectively removed and inserted onto the center section as
needed and desired. The backboard preferably extends along
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a longitudinal axis, wherein the backboard is flexible along
the longitudinal axis and rigid in a direction transverse to the
longitudinal axis. The rigid nature of the backboard supports
the patient’s spine during movement while allowing the first
and second side sections to move toward each other to
securely envelope the patient during transport.

[0007] The patient transfer device may further include a
hold down device positioned on one of the first and second
side sections. The hold down device receives and retains the
wires and tubes connected to the patient such that the wires
and tubes are securely retained during transport of the patient.
Various types ofhold down devices are contemplated as being
within the scope of the present disclosure. One embodiment
includes a section of material that can be connected to the
second side section to hold the tubes and wires in place.
[0008] The patient transfer device may further include a
temperature sensor positioned within the center support sec-
tion. The temperature sensor is designed to sense the tem-
perature of an infant when the infant is supported along the
center support section. In one embodiment of the disclosure,
the temperature sensor is designed to directly contact the
infant’s skin to obtain a temperature measurement. In another
contemplated embodiment, the temperature sensor is a radi-
ant sensor that detects the heat radiated from the infant to
generate a temperature measurement. In yet another alternate
embodiment, the temperature sensor includes a thermochro-
mic material that changes colors based upon the temperature
of the infant.

[0009] The patient transfer device can further include an
integrated display that receives a temperature signal from the
temperature sensor. The integrated display on the patient
transfer device displays the sensed temperature, which allows
a caregiver to monitor the temperature of the infant when the
infant is supported on the patient transfer device. The inte-
grated display can be designed to indicate the temperature of
the baby while the baby is either resting upon the center
section or being carried by a caregiver.

[0010] In addition to including an integrated display, the
patient transfer device can be configured to include a wireless
transmitter to transmit temperature signals to a remote dis-
play. The wireless transmitter can be configured to transmit
information to a remote display, such as on an infant warmer,
incubator or other type of infant bed. In this manner, the
patient transfer device can be positioned within the infant bed
and continuously transmit temperature information to the
infant bed.

[0011] Various other features, objects and advantages of the
invention will be made apparent from the following descrip-
tion taken together with the drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0012] Thedrawings illustrate the best mode presently con-
templated of carrying out the disclosure. In the drawings:
[0013] FIG. 1is a front perspective view of a first embodi-
ment of a patient transfer device of the present disclosure;
[0014] FIG. 2is a front perspective view of the firstembodi-
ment of the patient transfer device with an infant supported on
the device;

[0015] FIG. 3 is a view illustrating the use of the transfer
device to move an infant patient;

[0016] FIG. 4 is a front perspective view similar to FIG. 1
illustrating the position of one embodiment of a temperature
sensor and an integrated display:;
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[0017] FIG.5isaback view of an alternate embodiment of
the patient transfer device;

[0018] FIG. 6 is a view of the alternate embodiment of the
patient transfer device used to support an infant patient;
[0019] FIG. 7is a schematic illustration showing the com-
munication between the temperature sensor, integrated dis-
play and a remote display utilizing a wireless transmission
device.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0020] FIG. 1 illustrates a patient transfer device 10 of the
present disclosure. The patient transfer device 10 can be used
to transfer an infant patient from one location to another while
minimizing the physical contact between the clinician and the
patient while providing secure support for the patient during
movement.

[0021] As illustrated in FIG. 1, the patient transfer device
10 includes a center section. 12, a first side section 14 and a
second side section 16. In the embodiment illustrated in FIG.
1, the patient transfer device includes an inner liner 18 and an
outer liner 20 that each form portions of the center side
sections. Although an inner liner 18 and an outer liner 20 are
shown as separate components in FIG. 1, it should be under-
stood that the inner and outer liners 18, 20 could be combined
as a single layer that forms the center section 12 and the first
and second side sections 14, 16. In the embodiment shown in
FIG. 1, the inner liner 18 is formed from a soft, foam material
and is joined to the outer liner 20 along a pair of spaced
attachment lines 22. The outer liner 20 can be formed from a
slightly more rigid and durable material as compared to the
inner liner IS. As illustrated in FIG. 2, an infant patient 24 can
be placed on the inner liner 18 and the opposite sides of the
inner liner 18 that forms a portion of the side sections folded
over the patient 24 to surround the patient as illustrated.
[0022] In the embodiment shown in FIG. 1, the inner liner
18 includes an extended end portion. 26 that includes an end
fastener 28. When the patient is supported on the inner liner as
shown in FIG. 2, the end fastener 28 formed as part of the end
portion 26 is received along, a second fastener 30. In the
embodiment shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, the fasteners 28, 30 are
opposite portions of a hook and loop fastener, such as Vel-
cro®. The physical engagement between the fasteners 28, 30
allows the end portion 26 to fold the inner liner 18 in the
condition shown in FIG. 2. Although a hook and loop fastener
are shown in the embodiment of FIGS. 1 and 2, it should be
understood that different types of fasteners could be utilized
while operating, within the scope of the present disclosure.
Alternatively, the end portion 26 could be eliminated while
also operating within the scope of the present disclosure.
[0023] Referring back to FIG. 1, the fastener 30 is secured
to an inner surface 32 of the inner liner 18 and is exposed only
after the second side section of the inner liner is wrapped
around the infant patient. In addition to the fastener 30, an
upper fastener portion 34 is also positioned along the inner
surface 32. The upper fastener portion 34 is engaged by a
mating fastener 35 formed along the first side section 14 of the
inner liner 18. The fasteners 34, 35 can also be mating por-
tions of a hook and loop fastener, such as Velcro®. The
fasteners 34, 35 aid in holding the first and second side sec-
tions of the inner liner 18 in the condition shown in FIG. 2.
Although hook and loop fasteners are shown in the embodi-
ment of FIGS. 1 and 2, it should be understood that other
types of fasteners could be utilized while operating within the
scope of the present disclosure.
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[0024] Asillustrated in FIG. 2, the portion of the outer liner
20 that forms a portion of the first side section 14 includes a
first handle 36 while the portion of the outer liner 20 that
forms a portion of the second side section 16 includes a
second handle 38. In the embodiment shown in FIG. 2, the
first and second handles 36, 38 are formed only in the outer
liner 20 and are defined by a plastic outer housing 40 that
forms an open interior 42.

[0025] As canbe seen in FIG. 3, when the infant patient 24
is supported along the transfer device 10, a clinician 44 can
grasp the pair of handles 36, 38 with a single hand 46 and lift
the infant patient for transport and movement. As can be
understood in FIGS. 2 and 3, the first and second side sections
14, 16 are sized such that the first and second handles 36, 38
are located close enough to each other to facilitate grasping of
the entire patient transfer device 10 by the single hand 46.
[0026] Referring back to FIG. 2, in the embodiment illus-
trated, a strap 48 can be attached to one of the first and second
handles 36, 38 and used to secure the handles together during
transport of the patient 24. Although a flexible strap 48 is
shown in FIG. 2, various other types of straps could be uti-
lized while operating within the scope of the present disclo-
sure. Alternatively, the strap 48 could be eliminated.

[0027] As illustrated in FIG. 2, a series of tubes 50 and
wires 52 are often attached to the patient 24 that needs to be
transported. Since the wires and tubes 50, 52 are often
inserted into the patient or connected at specific locations on
the patient, it is desirable not to disrupt the tubes and wires
during movement. Thus, a need exists for some type of hold
down device to prevent the tubes and wires from being dis-
connected from the patient 24 during transport. In the
embodiment shown in FIG. 2, a hold down device 54 is
formed on one of the first and second side sections 14, 16 of
the transport device. In the embodiment of FIG. 4, a section of
adhesive tape 56 is attached to the inner surface of the outer
liner 20 in the second side section 16. Although adhesive tape
56 is shown in FIG. 2, other types of hold down devices 54 are
contemplated as being within the scope of the disclosure. For
example, the hold down device 54 could be a section of a hook
and loop fastener, a strap with a button on snap, a section of
flexible material or any other type of device that could be
utilized to hold the tubes and wires 50, 52 in a secure position
as illustrated.

[0028] In the embodiment shown in FIG. 2, a stiffening
device 58 is shown inserted into a pocket 60 formed in the
center section 12 of the patient transfer device 10. The stiff-
ening device 58 typically extends the entire length of the
center section 12 from the first end 62 near the patient’s head
to a second end 64 near the feet of the patient. The stiffening
device 58 provides the required stiffness for the patient trans-
fer device 10 such that when the patient transfer device 10 is
used to support the patient, the stiffening device 58 prevents
the first and second side sections 14, 16 from collapsing onto
the patient 24. Additionally, the stiffening device 58 provides
the required stillness for the transfer device 10 such that the
transfer device and the patient do not collapse in the longitu-
dinal direction between the first end 62 and the second end 64.
[0029] In the embodiment shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, the
stiffening device 58 is a backboard that is received within the
pocket 60 and extends the entire length of the patient transfer
device 10 from the first end 62 to the second end 64. The
backboard 66 is preferably formed from a plastic material that
has the required stiffness, durability and size to provide the
required support for the infant patient 24. Although plastic is
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described as being the most preferred material for the back-
board 66, it is contemplated that other materials could be
utilized while operating within the scope of the present dis-
closure.

[0030] Alternatively, the removable stiffening device 58
and sewn-in pocket 60 could be replaced with other types of
stiffening devices. As an example, a series of inflatable tubes
could be formed within the center section 12 and selectively
inflated/deflated depending upon whether the patient 24 is on
the transfer device 10 and needs to be moved. Various other
types of stiffening devices are also contemplated as being
within the scope of the present disclosure. The use of the
stiffening device 58 is contemplated as being valuable to
provide secure and stable support for the infant patient 24
during movement.

[0031] FIG. 5 illustrates a second embodiment of the
patient transfer device 10 of the present disclosure. In the
second embodiment shown in FIG. 5, the stiffening device 58
is also a backboard 66 that can be moved into and out of a
pocket formed in the center section 12. In the embodiment
shown in FIG. 5, the first side section 14 includes the inner
liner 18 and a smaller, outer liner 70. Likewise, the second
side section 16 includes the inner liner 18 and smaller, outer
liner 72. The outer liners 70, 72 include the first and second
handles 36, 38 as in the first embodiment shown in FIGS. 1-2.
[0032] As illustrated in the hack view of FIG. 5, the outer
liner sections 70, 72 are joined to the center section 12. As in
the first embodiment, the inner liner 18 is formed from a soft,
foam material that provides a comfortable support surface for
an infant patient when the infant patient is supported on the
inner liner 18. As illustrated, in FIG. 6, the patient. 24 is
supported along the center section and the inner liner of both
the first and second side sections are wrapped around the
patient 24. Although not illustrated, it is contemplated that
various types of fastening devices and materials could be
utilized to hold the opposite sides of the inner liner 18 in place
as shown. When the patient 24 is wrapped within the inner
liner 18 as illustrated, the outer liner sections 70, 72 of the first
and second side sections can be brought together such that a
single hand 46 of the clinician 44 can be used to grasp both
handles.

[0033] As shown in FIG. 4, the patient transfer device 10
further includes a temperature sensor 82 that is positioned
within the center section 12. In the embodiment shown in
FIG. 4, the temperature sensor 82 is a contact sensor that is
positioned on the surface of the inner liner 18. The contact
temperature sensor 82 includes a patch 84 that is positioned to
contact the skin of the infant when the infant is positioned on
the patient transfer device 10. Since the infant will be securely
held in place as shown in FIG. 2, the contact patch 84 will
maintain direct skin contact with the infant when the infant is
supported on the center section 12. Although the temperature
sensor 82 is shown located in the center section 12, the tem-
perature sensor 82 could be positioned in other locations,
such as in or on one of the side sections of the inner liner 18.
[0034] Inthe embodiment shown in FIG. 4, the temperature
sensor 82 is connected to a display device 90 through a
communication line 92. It is contemplated that the commu-
nication line 92 could pass beneath or through the inner liner
18 and provide wired communication between the tempera-
ture sensor 82 and the display device 90. Alternatively, the
temperature sensor 82 and display 90 could be configured to
communicate with each other using various different types of
wireless communication protocols. The use of a wired con-
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nection will decrease the cost and complexity of both the
temperature sensor 82 and the display device 90.

[0035] In the embodiment shown in FIG. 3, the display
device 90 is viewable from an outer surface 94 of the outer
liner 20. In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 3, the inte-
grated display device 90 includes an LCD display configured
to show at least the sensed temperature 96 of the infant. Thus,
when the infant is being carried as shown in FIG. 3, a car-
egiver can view the display device 90 and determine the
temperature of the infant 24.

[0036] In a contemplated, alternate embodiment, the dis-
play device 90 could be positioned on the inner liner 18 and
thus be viewable when the infant is secured as shown in FIG.
2. In either case, the integrated display device 90 allows the
caregiver to visually view the temperature of the infant as
determined by the temperature sensor 82.

[0037] In the alternate configuration shown in FIG. 6, the
display device 90 is integrated into the inner liner 18 and is
viewable by the caregiver when the baby is supported on the
center section and wrapped securely by the overlapping inner
liners 18.

[0038] Inthe embodiment shown in the drawing figures, the
temperature sensor 82 is a contact sensor that physically
contacts the skin of the infant. In a contemplated, alternate
embodiment, the temperature sensor 82 could be an infrared
sensor positioned within the center section to detect the tem-
perature of the infant. In an embodiment in which the tem-
perature sensor is an infrared sensor, the sensor would not
need to contact the skin of the patient and instead could be
positioned only in close proximity with the patient.

[0039] In yet another alternate embodiment, it is contem-
plated that the inner liner 18 could include a section of ther-
mochromic material that would change colors within a tem-
perature range of the infant. The section of thermochromic
material would need to be visible to the caregiver such that the
caregiver could determine the temperature of the infant based
upon the color of the thermochromic material. In one con-
templated embodiment, a strap of thermochromic material
could be placed in direct contact with the infant and be view-
able when the infant is wrapped within the inner liner, as
shown in FIG. 2, or when being carried as shown in FIG. 3. In
each case, the temperature sensor would provide an indica-
tion to the caregiver as to the temperature of the infant when
the infant is supported on the patient transfer device.

[0040] FIG. 7 is a schematic illustration showing the pos-
sible types of communication from the temperature sensor 82
to either the display 90 contained within the patient transfer
device 10 or an infant monitor 100 located remotely from the
patient transfer device 10, or both. It is contemplated that the
infant monitor 100 could be included in various different
types of infant care devices that include monitors, such as a
radiant warmer, incubator, or an infant bed. The infant moni-
tor 100 preferably includes a display 102 that can be used to
display various different types of monitored physiological
parameters from the infant. As an example, when an infant is
placed within a radiant warmer, sensors are connected to the
infant to monitor the infant’s heart rate, temperature and
overall weight. Each of these monitored parameters is shown
on the display 102.

[0041] The infant monitor 100 is shown as including a
wireless transceiver 104 and an antenna 105 that can send and
receive wireless signals, such as from a transceiver 106 con-
tained within the patient transfer device 10. The transceiver
106 includes an antenna 108 that allows the transmitter to
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send wireless signals for receipt by the infant monitor. It is
contemplated that the wireless signals could be sent utilizing
various different types of wireless protocols, such as but not
limited to Blue Tooth or ZigBee. The inclusion of the wireless
transceiver 106 in the patient transfer device 10 allows the
temperature sensor 82 to continue to monitor the infant tem-
perature and relay the signals to the infant monitor 100 when
the patient transfer device 10 is positioned within the patient
bed including the monitor 100. Although both the patient
transfer device 10 and infant monitor 100 are described as
including multi-directional transceivers, it is contemplated
that the patient transfer device could only include a transmit-
ter and infant monitor only include a receiver.

[0042] Referring back to FIGS. 1 and 2, the method of
utilizing the patient transfer device 10 of the present disclo-
sure will now be described. Although the present method is
being described as one preferred method of utilizing the
patient transfer device 10, it should be understood that the
patient transfer device 10 could be utilized in different was
depending upon the clinician requirement and the desired
amount of movement necessary for the patient 24.

[0043] Initially, the patient transfer device 10 is positioned
within an incubator or patient bed before the patient is placed
within the incubator or bed. It is contemplated that the patient
transfer device 10 could be placed in an incubator in situa-
tions in which the patient will be moved frequently by the
clinician.

[0044] Once the patient transfer device 10 is placed within
the incubator, the patient is placed on the outer surface 86 of
the inner liner 18 in the center section 12. In the embodiment
illustrated, the inner liner 18 includes both the temperature
sensor 82 and a headrest 88 that includes additional cushion-
ing for the patient’s head. However, the headrest 88 could be
eliminated while operating within the scope of the present
disclosure.

[0045] When the infant is positioned on the center section
12, the temperature sensor 82 begins to detect the temperature
of the infant. The detected temperature from the temperature
sensor 82 is relayed to the integrated display device 90 where
the temperature is continuously displayed to the caregiver. If
the patient transfer device 10 is positioned near the infant
monitor 100 shown in FIG. 7, the transceiver 106 will trans-
mit the temperature reading to the infant monitor 100 for
display on the infant monitor display 102. If the patient trans-
fer device is not close enough to the infant monitor 100, the
transmission of the temperature will not be relayed to an
external monitor. The sensed temperature of the infant will be
continuously displayed on the display device 90 for viewing
by the caregiver.

[0046] In one contemplated embodiment, the display
device could include upper and lower temperature thresholds
that are preset into the display device. If the sensed tempera-
ture of the infant either exceeds the upper temperature thresh-
old or falls below the lower temperature threshold, the display
device could be configured to generate some type of alarm
indication. Such alarm indication could be a change of color
of the display, an audible warning, a flashing display or any
other type of indicator that would provide a visual indication
or audio indication to the caregiver that the temperature of the
infant has fallen below or above the temperature thresholds.
[0047] When it is desired to move the patient 24, the clini-
cian initially installs or activates the stiffening device 58
within the center section 12. In the embodiment shown in
FIG. 2, the stiffening device 58 is a backboard 66 which is
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inserted into the open pocket 60 formed in the center section
12. Although a backboard 66 is shown in the embodiment,
other types of stiffening devices could be utilized while oper-
ating within the scope of the present disclosure. It is desirable
that the stiffening device 58 can be selectively removed to
increase the comfort of the patient 24 if simply resting within
a bed or incubator.

[0048] As described previously, it is desired that the back-
board 66 be inflexible in a direction transverse to the length-
wise, longitudinal axis of the backboard 66. The rigid, inflex-
ibility of the backboard 66 in a direction transverse to the
longitudinal adds provides additional support for the back
and spine of the patient during transport. However, it is also
desirable that the backboard 66 be somewhat flexible toward
the longitudinal axis so that when the first and second side
sections are lifted over the patient, the backboard slightly
flexes to increase the comfort for the patient.

[0049] Once the stiffening device 58 has been positioned in
the center section 12, the inner layer that defines the first side
section 14 is folded upward and into contact with the patient.
Once in place, the portion of the inner layer defining the
second side section 16 is folded into contact with the opposite
side of the inner layer and the first and second fasteners 34, 35
engage each other to hold the inner layer in the condition
shown in FIG. 2.

[0050] Once the first layer is folded into the condition
shown in FIG. 2, the end portion 26 is folded upward into
contact with the fastener 30. At this time, the wires and tubes
leading from the patient are securely attached to the second
side section 16 utilizing the hold down device 54. Although
the hold down device 54 is shown positioned on the second
side section 16, it should be understood that the hold down
device 54 could also be on the first side section 14 or a
separate hold down device included on each of the first and
second side sections 14, 16.

[0051] Once the wires and tubes 50, 52 have been secured
by the hold down device 54, the first and second side sections
14, 16 are brought upward toward each other until the first
handle 36 and the second handle 38 are positioned near each
other. Once the first and second handles are positioned near
each other, the handles can be grasped by a single hand 46 of
the clinician, as shown in FIG. 4.

[0052] When the first and second handles are positioned as
shown in FIG. 3, the display 90 can still be viewed by the
caregiver during transport of the infant. The second embodi-
ment shown in FIG. 6 also provides a display 90 that can be
viewed by the caregiver when the infant is being transported.
In this manner, the caregiver can continuously keep an eye on
the temperature of the infant as the infant is carried from one
location to another.

[0053] This written description uses examples to disclose
the invention, including the best mode, and also to enable any
person skilled in the art to make and use the invention. The
patentable scope of the invention is defined by the claims, and
may include other examples that occur to those skilled in the
art. Such other examples are intended to be within the scope
ofthe claims if they have structural elements that do not differ
from the literal language of the claims, or if they include
equivalent structural elements with insubstantial differences
from the literal languages of the claims.

I claim:

1. A transfer device for supporting an infant patient during
movement of the patient, comprising:
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a temperature sensor adapted to monitor the patient’s tem-

perature;

a center support section positionable beneath the patient;

a first side section connected to the center support section

and including a first handle; and

a second side section connected to the center support sec-

tion and including a second handle, wherein the first and
second side sections are movabletoward each other such
that the first and second handles are located adjacent to
each other and the first and second side sections sut-
round the patient.

2. The transfer device of claim wherein the temperature
sensor is positioned to directly engage the patient’s skin.

3. The transfer device of claim 1 wherein the temperature
sensor comprises a thermochromic material configured to
change color based on temperature range.

4. The transfer device of claim 1 further comprising a
display operatively connected to the sensor.

5. The transfer device of claim 4 wherein the display is
configured communicate a visual alert when the patient’s
temperature falls outside a predefined range.

6. The transfer device of claim 4 further comprising a
wireless transmitter operatively connected to the temperature
sensot.

7. The transfer device of claim 4 wherein the display is
integrated into the first side section.

8. The transfer device of claim 1 further comprising, a
stiffening device positioned within the center support section
to provide support for the patient during movement.

9. The transfer device of claim 1 wherein the temperature
sensor is positioned the center support section.

10. A transfer device for supporting an infant patient during
movement of the patient, comprising:

a temperature sensor adapted to monitor the patient’s tem-

perature;

a center support section positionable beneath the patient;

a stiffening device positioned within the center support

section to provide support for the patient during move-
ment;

a first side section connected to the center support section;

a second side section connected to the center section,

wherein the first and second side sections are sized to
surround the patient when the first and second side sec-
tions are folded toward each other when the patient is on
the center section;
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a display integrated into the transfer device, wherein the
display is in communication with the temperature sensor
to display the patient’s temperature.

11. The transfer device of claim 10 wherein the tempera-
ture sensor is positioned within the center support section and
configured to directly engage the patient’s skin.

12. The transfer device of claim 10 wherein the display is
configured to communicate a visual alert when the patient’s
temperature falls outside of a predefined range.

13. The transfer device of claim 10 farther comprising a
wireless transmitter operatively connected to the temperature
Sensor.

14. The transfer device of claim 10 wherein the display is
integrated into one of the first and second side sections.

15. A method of transporting an infant patient, comprising:

positioning a transfer device beneath the patient, the trans-
fer device including a center support section and first and
second side sections joined to the center section,
wherein the infant is positioned on the center support
section;

sensing the temperature of the patient when the infant is
positioned on the center support section;

displaying the sensed temperature;

lifting both the first and second side sections to surround
the infant patient;

grasping a first handle formed in the first side section and a
second handle formed in the second side section; and

lifting the transfer device and the infant patient.

16. The method of claim 15 wherein the first and second
side sections are positioned in close proximity such that the
first and second handle can be grasped by one hand.

17. The method of claim 15 further comprising, the step of
wirelessly transmitting the sensed temperature from the
patient transfer device to a remote monitor.

18. The method of claim 15 wherein the sensed tempera-
ture is displayed on a display integrated into one of the first
and second side sections.

19. The method of claim 15 wherein the sensed tempera-
ture is displayed on a display integrated into the transfer
device.

20. The method of claim 15 wherein the temperature is
sensed by a contact temperature sensor positioned in the
center support section.
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