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1
SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR ROTOR
DETECTION IN CARDIAC FIBRILLATION

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Patent Application No. 62/374,997 filed on Aug. 15, 2016;
the entire contents of U.S. Provisional Patent Application
No. 62/374,997 are hereby incorporated by reference in its
entirety.

FIELD

The various embodiments described herein generally
relate to a system and method for detecting rotors in cardiac
fibrillation.

BACKGROUND

Atrial fibrillation (AF) is the most common cardiac
arrhythmia, affecting millions of patients worldwide, and is
a significant cause of morbidity and mortality (Andrade et
al., 2014). During normal sinus rhythm, regular electrical
impulses travel sequentially from the sinus node (SN) to the
right atrium (RA) and then to the left atrium (LLA). In AF,
electrical propagation is irregular and seemingly chaotic as
these electrical impulses travel nonuniformly through the
atria resulting in irregular atrial activation. Based on experi-
mental and computational studies, AF can be maintained by
rotors, which are rotating or reentrant electrical impulses.
For example, it has been hypothesized that human AF is
maintained in the heart by a few independent rotors whose
periodic impulses breakup remotely in the atria (Vaquero et
al., 2008). These rotors represent localized periodic electri-
cal sources from which propagating waves breakup and
become more disorganized (Skanes et al., 1998). Ablation of
rotors can terminate AF, thereby supporting their role as AF
sources (Pandit et al., 2013).

Methods to improve the accuracy of rotor detection may
provide therapeutic targets for catheter ablation of AF;
thereby improving the success of AF therapy (Ghoraani et
al., 2013). However, identifying rotors in patients with AF is
quite challenging owing to the complexity and nonstation-
arity of intracardiac signals. Recently, rotors have been
identified using multielectrode basket catheters and phase
mapping of unipolar intracardiac electrograms (EGMs)
(Narayan et al., 2012). However, this approach has not been
reproducible and phase mapping may not be appropriate
when signal features become too complex in AF. A more
practical approach to rotor detection is to use a circular
catheter that conforms to the geometry of a rotor. For
instance, a previous study has shown that rotors can be
identified in patients with AF using a circular catheter, but
the approach requires visual inspection of several hundred
bipolar EGMs, which is a tedious process that is not con-
ducive to real-time analysis during AF catheter ablation
therapy (Ghoraani et al., 2013).

SUMMARY OF VARIOUS EMBODIMENTS

In a broad aspect, at least one embodiment described
herein provides a method of detecting a rotor at a location of
a heart that experiences cardiac fibrillation, where the
method comprises: obtaining an electrogram (EGM) dataset,
where the EGM dataset was recorded using a circular
bipolar electrode array positioned at the location of the heart,
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2

the circular bipolar electrode array having a plurality of
bipolar electrodes for simultaneously recording a plurality of
bipolar EGMs for the EGM dataset for a recording duration;
detecting a dominant periodicity Cycle Length (CL) and
identifying periodic activations for each bipolar EGM asso-
ciated with the dominant periodicity CL; tracking the iden-
tified periodic activations across each bipolar EGM to define
rotational activations and determining when a path taken by
the tracked rotational activations corresponds to a rotational
activation pattern of a rotor; and detecting the rotor when a
number and completeness of the tracked rotational activa-
tions meet predefined rotor criteria.

In at least one embodiment, the method further comprises
performing ablation at the location of the heart when rotor
detection occurs at the location.

In at least one embodiment, after ablation the method
comprises repeating the acts of obtaining an EGM dataset;
determining the dominant periodicity CL and identifying
periodic activations, tracking the periodic activations and
detecting the rotor; and repeating ablation when the rotor is
still detected.

In at least one embodiment, the predefined rotor criteria
comprise the tracked rotational activations being greater
than at least two complete rotations around the circular
bipolar electrode array, that each tracked rotational activa-
tion spans across the bipolar EGMs with a time duration
where a proportion of the time duration relative to the
dominant periodicity CL associated with the rotor is greater
than a periodic activation duration threshold and the tracked
rotational activations cover a curvature threshold around the
circular bipolar electrode array without conduction block.

In at least one embodiment, the dominant periodicity CL
is determined by using a method based on one of spectral
analysis, autocorrelation, periodicity transforms, periodic
component analysis, wavelets, Maximum Likelihood (ML)
and Dominant Frequency (DF) analysis.

In at least one embodiment, the periodic activations for a
given bipolar EGM are identified by finding peaks in the
given bipolar EGM that are associated with the detected
dominant periodicity CL by: removing baseline drift and DC
bias in the given bipolar EGM; finding a set of peaks
(Peak ;) that satisfy a minimum voltage gradient thresh-
old and an absolute amplitude threshold; determining a set
of peaks associated with a least cost path on a graph where
nodes of the graph of the peaks in Peak,,, and edges of the
graph are costs based on a distances between the peaks in
Peak,,, relative to the dominant periodicity CL; selecting
different potential starting and ending peaks in Peak,,,
until end peaks are found that result in the least cost path;
and denoting the set of peaks associated with the least cost
path as the actual periodic peaks.

In at least one embodiment, the method comprises veri-
fying that the actual periodic peaks contain an initial peak
and a final peak for a given EGM by determining costs for
various combinations of actual periodic peaks where each
combination includes one of n potential initial peaks and one
of m potential final peaks; locating the combination with the
least cost; and setting the peaks in the located combination
as the actual periodic peaks.

In at least one embodiment, tracking the periodic activa-
tions across each bipolar EGM to define rotational activa-
tions comprises: grouping the EGMs with a similar domi-
nant periodicity CL into an EGM dataset S1; verifying that
a percentage of EGMs in the EGM dataset S1 is greater than
a periodicity similarity threshold; and determining which
periodic activations in the EGM dataset S1 are rotor acti-
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vation candidates based on the presence of temporal pro-
gression of the periodic activations across adjacent bipoles
of a circular electrode array.

In at least one embodiment, a current periodic activation
EGM,, in an EGM dataset S1 that is unassigned to any
candidate rotor is assigned as a rotor activation candidate for
a current candidate rotor for a clockwise rotor, when (a) the
current periodic activation EGM,, is an earliest periodic
activation and the current candidate rotor has no periodic
activations assigned to it; or (b) the current periodic activa-
tion EGM,, is a nearest periodic activation in a subsequent
bipolar EGM and is after, and within, one dominant peri-
odicity CL of a latest periodic activation that was assigned
to the current candidate rotor; otherwise, a new candidate
rotor is defined when the current periodic activation EGM,,
is the nearest annotated periodic activation in a subsequent
bipolar EGM that is as yet unassigned to any candidate rotor
and 1s either before the latest periodic activation that was
assigned to the current candidate rotor OR after, and more
than one dominant periodicity CL, away from the latest
periodic activation that was assigned to the current candidate
rotor and the current periodic activation is assigned to the
new candidate rotor.

Alternatively, a current periodic activation EGM,, in an
EGM dataset S1 that is unassigned to any candidate rotor is
assigned as a rotor activation candidate for a current candi-
date rotor that is counter-clockwise rotor when: (a) the
current periodic activation EGM,, is an earliest periodic
activation and the current candidate rotor has no activations
assigned to it; or (b) the current periodic activation EGM,, is
a nearest periodic activation in a previous bipolar EGM and
is before, and within, one dominant periodicity CL of a latest
periodic activation that was assigned to the current candidate
rotor; otherwise, a new candidate rotor is defined when the
current periodic activation EGM,, is the nearest annotated
periodic activation in a subsequent bipolar EGM that is as
yet unassigned to any candidate rotor and is either after the
latest periodic activation that was assigned to the current
candidate rotor OR before, and more than one dominant
periodicity CL away from the latest periodic activation that
was assigned to the current candidate rotor and the current
periodic activation is assigned to the new candidate rotor.

In at least one embodiment, when the EGM dataset
comprises multiple dominant periodicity CL, the method
comprises detecting potential rotors associated with the
different dominant periodicity CL and selecting the potential
rotor having a greatest number of rotations as the detected
rotor.

In at least one embodiment, prior to the act of tracking the
identified periodic activations across each bipolar EGM to
define rotational activations, the method comprises checking
for multiple dominant periodicity CL by: defining a set of
current periodic activations associated with the current
dominant periodicity CL; removing the set of current peri-
odic activations from the bipolar EGMs; determining if there
is an additional dominant periodicity CL; and iterating over
the defining, removing and determining acts until all domi-
nant periodicity CL and the associated periodic activations
have been found.

In at least one embodiment, for each set of periodic
activations associated with a different dominant periodicity
CL, the method further comprises performing the acts of
tracking the periodic activations and detecting the rotor to
detect the potential rotors associated with the different
dominant periodicity CL and determining the number of
rotations for each potential rotor.
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In at least one embodiment, when the dominant period-
icity CL is larger than a dominant periodicity threshold the
location of the heart is considered too slow to function as a
rotor of the cardiac fibrillation.

In at least one embodiment, the method comprises deter-
mining when the path taken by the tracked rotational acti-
vations corresponds to a wave curvature based on when: the
bipolar EGMs of the tracked rotational activation have a
similar periodicity CL and a sequential activation that is
greater than a rotor activation candidate threshold; and each
tracked rotational activation spans across the bipolar EGMs
with a time duration where a proportion of the time duration
relative to the dominant periodicity CL associated with the
rotor is less than a periodic activation duration threshold.

In at least one embodiment, the method comprises deter-
mining that a given rotational activation includes local
conduction block when an activation time difference
between two adjacent bipolar EGMs on the circular bipolar
electrode array is greater than a time threshold.

In another aspect, at least one embodiment described in
accordance with the teachings herein provides a non-tran-
sitory computer-readable medium storing computer-execut-
able instructions, the instructions when executed cause a
processing unit to perform a method of detecting a rotor at
a location of a heart that experiences cardiac fibrillation,
wherein the method comprises: obtaining an electrogram
(EGM) dataset, where the EGM dataset was recorded using
a circular bipolar electrode array positioned at the location
of the heart, the circular bipolar electrode array having a
plurality of bipolar electrodes for simultaneously recording
a plurality of bipolar EGMs for the EGM dataset for a
recording duration; detecting a dominant periodicity Cycle
Length (CL) and identifying periodic activations for each
bipolar EGM associated with the dominant periodicity CL;
tracking the identified periodic activations across each bipo-
lar EGM to define rotational activations and determining
when a path taken by the tracked rotational activations
corresponds to a rotational activation pattern of a rotor; and
detecting the rotor when a number and completeness of the
tracked rotational activations meet predefined rotor criteria.

In at least one embodiment for the non-transitory com-
puter readable medium, the predefined rotor criteria com-
prise: the tracked rotational activations being greater than at
least two complete rotations around the circular bipolar
electrode array; that each tracked rotational activation spans
across the bipolar EGMs with a time duration where a
proportion of the time duration relative to the dominant
periodicity CL associated with the rotor is greater than a
periodic activation duration threshold; and the tracked rota-
tional activations cover a curvature threshold around the
circular bipolar electrode array without conduction block.

In at least one embodiment for the non-transitory com-
puter readable medium, tracking the periodic activations
across each bipolar EGM to define rotational activations
comprises: grouping the EGMs with a similar dominant
periodicity CL into an EGM dataset S1; verifying that a
percentage of EGMs in the EGM dataset S1 is greater than
a periodicity similarity threshold; and determining which
periodic activations in the EGM dataset S1 are rotor acti-
vation candidates based on the presence of temporal pro-
gression of the periodic activations across adjacent bipoles
of a circular electrode array.

In at least one embodiment for the non-transitory com-
puter readable, when the EGM dataset comprises multiple
dominant periodicity CL, the method comprises detecting
potential rotors associated with the different dominant peri-
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odicity CL and selecting the potential rotor having a greatest
number of rotations as the detected rotor.

In at least one embodiment for the non-transitory com-
puter readable medium, the method comprises determining
that a given rotational activation includes local conduction
block when an activation time difference between two
adjacent bipolar EGMs on the circular bipolar electrode
array is greater than a time threshold.

In at least one embodiment, the instructions from the
non-transitory computer readable medium, when executed,
further cause the processing unit to perform other acts of the
method described in accordance with the teachings herein.

In another aspect, at least one embodiment described in
accordance with the teachings herein provides an electronic
device detecting a rotor at a location of a heart that expe-
riences cardiac fibrillation, the electrical device comprising:
an input for obtaining an electrogram (EGM) dataset, where
the EGM dataset was recorded using a circular bipolar
electrode array positioned at the location of the heart, the
circular bipolar electrode array having a plurality of bipolar
electrodes for simultaneously recording a plurality of bipolar
EGMs for the EGM dataset for a recording duration; a rotor
detector coupled to the input to receive the EGM dataset;
detect a dominant periodicity Cycle Length (CL) and iden-
tify periodic activations for each bipolar EGM associated
with the dominant periodicity CL; track the identified peri-
odic activations across each bipolar EGM to define rota-
tional activations and determining when a path taken by the
tracked rotational activations corresponds to a rotational
activation pattern of a rotor; and detect the rotor when a
number and completeness of the tracked rotational activa-
tions meet predefined rotor criteria; and an output coupled to
the processing unit to output when the rotor is detected and
output associated rotor data for a detected rotor.

In at least one embodiment, the device further comprises
an ablation unit for performing ablation at the location of the
heart where a rotor is detected and after ablation the rotor
detector is configured to repeat the acts of obtaining an EGM
dataset; detecting a dominant periodicity CL and identifying
periodic activations, tracking the periodic activations and
detecting the rotor to determine if the ablation was success-
ful.

In at least one embodiment, the device further comprises
a sensor unit that includes the circular bipolar electrode
array.

In at least one device embodiment, the predefined rotor
criteria comprise: the tracked rotational activations being
greater than at least two complete rotations around the
circular bipolar electrode array; that each tracked rotational
activation spans across the bipolar EGMs with a time
duration where a proportion of the time duration relative to
the dominant periodicity CL associated with the rotor is
greater than a periodic activation duration threshold; and the
tracked rotational activations cover a curvature threshold
around the circular bipolar electrode array without conduc-
tion block.

In at least one device embodiment, the rotor detector is
configured to track the periodic activations across each
bipolar EGM to define rotational activations by: grouping
the EGMs with a similar dominant periodicity CL into an
EGM dataset S1; verifying that a percentage of EGMs in the
EGM dataset S1 is greater than a periodicity similarity
threshold; and determining which periodic activations in the
EGM dataset S1 are rotor activation candidates based on the
presence of temporal progression of the periodic activations
across adjacent bipoles of a circular electrode array.
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In at least one embodiment, the device further comprises
a periodicity filter to separate periodic activations associated
with different potential rotors when there are multiple domi-
nant periodicities and to select the potential rotor having a
greatest number of rotations as the detected rotor according
to certain aspects of the method described herein for detect-
ing rotors when there are multiple periodicities in the bipolar
EGMs of an EGM dataset.

In at least one embodiment, the rotor detector is further
configured to perform other acts of the method described in
accordance with the teachings herein.

In another aspect, at least one embodiment described in
accordance with the teachings herein provides an electronic
device detecting a rotor at a location of a heart that expe-
riences cardiac fibrillation, the electrical device comprising:
an input for obtaining an electrogram (EGM) dataset, where
the EGM dataset was recorded using a circular bipolar
electrode array positioned at the location of the heart, the
circular bipolar electrode array having a plurality of bipolar
electrodes for simultaneously recording a plurality of bipolar
EGMs for the EGM dataset for a recording duration; a
processing unit coupled to the input to receive the EGM
dataset; detect a dominant periodicity Cycle Length (CL)
and identify periodic activations for each bipolar EGM
associated with the dominant periodicity CL; track the
identified periodic activations across each bipolar EGM to
define rotational activations and determining when a path
taken by the tracked rotational activations corresponds to a
rotational activation pattern of a rotor; and detect the rotor
when a number and completeness of the tracked rotational
activations meet predefined rotor criteria; and an output
coupled to the processing unit to output when the rotor is
detected and output associated rotor data for a detected rotor.

In at least one embodiment, the processing unit is further
configured to perform various acts of the rotor detection
methods described in accordance with the teachings herein.

Other features and advantages of the present application
will become apparent from the following detailed descrip-
tion taken together with the accompanying drawings. It
should be understood, however, that the detailed description
and the specific examples, while indicating preferred
embodiments of the application, are given by way of illus-
tration only, since various changes and modifications within
the spirit and scope of the application will become apparent
to those skilled in the art from this detailed description.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a better understanding of the various embodiments
described herein, and to show more clearly how these
various embodiments may be carried into effect, reference
will be made, by way of example, to the accompanying
drawings which show at least one example embodiment, and
which are now described. The drawings are not intended to
limit the scope of the teachings described herein.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an example embodiment of
a system that can be used to detect rotors in cardiac
fibrillation.

FIGS. 2A-2B show schematics of rotor activity detected
by a 10-bipole circular catheter.

FIG. 3 is a flowchart of an example embodiment of a rotor
detection method for detecting rotors in cardiac fibrillation.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart of an example embodiment of an
activation detection method that may be used to detect and
annotate periodic activations in a bipolar EGM of a bipolar
BEGM dataset.
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FIG. 5 shows the performance of the activation detection
method of FIG. 4 on a simulated AF bipolar EGM contain-
ing a periodic pulse sequence (periodicity cycle length 186
msec), shown by the asterisks, interspersed with aperiodic
peaks (i.e. aperiodic activations).

FIG. 6 is a flowchart of an example embodiment of a
periodic activation tracking method for tracking identified
periodic peaks across circular catheter bipoles in order to
determine whether the propagation is rotational.

FIG. 7 is a flowchart of an example embodiment of a
rotational activation sorting method that may be used to
identify sustained and complete rotations for the purpose of
rotor detection.

FIG. 8A shows a sampled EGM dataset, containing 10
bipolar EGMs, with a simulated sustained rotor (as indicated
by the slanting lines) that were correctly tracked using the
rotor detection method of FIGS. 3, 4, 6 and 7 (asterisks
indicate periodic activations).

FIG. 8B shows a sampled EGM dataset, containing 10
bipolar EGMs, with a simulated single rotation to the far left
and a nonsustained rotor (as indicated by the slanting lines)
in the latter half of the EGM dataset (asterisks indicate
periodic activations).

FIG. 8C shows a sampled EGM dataset, containing 10
bipolar EGMs, without a simulated rotor and no detection of
a simulated rotor (asterisks indicate periodic activations).

FIG. 9 shows an example of a rotor (as indicated by the
slanting lines) detected from a sampled EGM dataset, con-
taining 10 bipolar EGMs, in a patient with AF.

FIG. 10 shows a sampled EGM dataset, containing 10
bipolar EGMs, with synthetic AF signals and multiple
periodic pulse trains, including the periodic pulse train of a
rotor (periodicity cycle length: 186 msec) as shown by the
slanting lines.

FIG. 11 is a flowchart of an example embodiment of a
modified rotor detection method for detecting rotors where
there are multiple periodicities in the bipolar EGMs of an
EGM dataset.

FIG. 12 shows three simulated periodic signals each with
different periodicity cycle lengths (as shown in 3 different
bipolar EGMs) and the results of the modified rotor detec-
tion method being applied to detect the periodic peaks of
interest for each of these 3 periodic signals and the combi-
nation of the 3 different simulated periodic signals.

FIG. 13 shows synthetic AF signals containing multiple
periodic pulse trains including the periodic pulse train of a
rotor that is tracked across the EGM dataset as shown by the
slanting lines (asterisks indicate periodic activations).

FIG. 14 is a flowchart of another example embodiment of
a rotor detection method for distinguishing rotational acti-
vation from wave curvature in cardiac fibrillation.

FIG. 15A shows an example of periodicity peak detection
in 5 bipolar EGM recordings during AF in a patient.

FIG. 15B shows an example of tracking the periodic
peaks of FIG. 15A across adjacent bipoles to detect rota-
tional activation.

FIG. 16 A shows an example of a circular catheter record-
ing set near a left lower pulmonary vein (PV) on a left
atrium, with arrows marking the chirality of propagation for
patient #50 in the study.

FIG. 16B shows an example of a left atrial voltage map
based on the same heart and the same view as shown in FIG.
16A.

FIG. 16C shows an example of bipolar EGMs obtained
over a 5 second duration from the circular catheter location
in FIG. 16A.
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FIG. 17A shows an example of a circular catheter record-
ing set on a posterior wall of a left atrium, with arrows
marking the chirality of propagation for patient #24 in the
study.

FIG. 17B shows an example of bipolar EGMs obtained
over a 5 second duration from the circular catheter location
in FIG. 17A.

FIG. 18A shows an example of a circular catheter record-
ing set on a posterior wall of a left atrium near the carina of
the right PV, with arrows marking the chirality of propaga-
tion for patient #50 in the study.

FIG. 18B shows an example of a left atrial voltage map
of the same heart and the same view shown in FIG. 18A.

FIG. 18C shows an example of bipolar EGMs obtained
over a 5 second duration from the circular catheter location
shown in FIG. 18A.

FIG. 19A shows an example of a circular catheter record-
ing set on a posterior wall of a left atrium near the right
upper PV, with arrows marking the chirality of propagation
for patient #65.

FIG. 19B shows an example of bipolar EGMs obtained
over a 5 second duration from the circular catheter location
shown in FIG. 19A.

Further aspects and features of the example embodiments
described herein will appear from the following description
taken together with the accompanying drawings.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
EMBODIMENTS

Various embodiments in accordance with the teachings
herein will be described below to provide an example of at
least one embodiment of the claimed subject matter. No
embodiment described herein limits any claimed subject
matter. The claimed subject matter is not limited to devices,
systems or methods having all of the features of any one of
the devices, systems or methods described below or to
features common to multiple or all of the devices, systems
and or methods described herein. It is possible that there
may be a device, system or method described herein that is
not an embodiment of any claimed subject matter. Any
subject matter that is described herein that is not claimed in
this document may be the subject matter of another protec-
tive instrument, for example, a continuing patent applica-
tion, and the applicants, inventors or owners do not intend to
abandon, disclaim or dedicate to the public any such subject
matter by its disclosure in this document.

It will be appreciated that for simplicity and clarity of
illustration, where considered appropriate, reference numer-
als may be repeated among the figures to indicate corre-
sponding or analogous elements. In addition, numerous
specific details are set forth in order to provide a thorough
understanding of the embodiments described herein. How-
ever, it will be understood by those of ordinary skill in the
art that the embodiments described herein may be practiced
without these specific details. In other instances, well-known
methods, procedures and components have not been
described in detail so as not to obscure the embodiments
described herein. Also, the description is not to be consid-
ered as limiting the scope of the embodiments described
herein.

It should also be noted that the terms “coupled” or
“coupling” as used herein can have several different mean-
ings depending in the context in which these terms are used.
For example, the terms coupled or coupling can have a
mechanical, electrical or communicative connotation. For
example, as used herein, the terms coupled or coupling can
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indicate that two elements or devices can be directly con-
nected to one another or connected to one another through
one or more intermediate elements or devices via an elec-
trical element, electrical signal or a mechanical element
depending on the particular context. Furthermore, the term
“communicative coupling” indicates that an element or
device can electrically or wirelessly send data to another
element or device as well as receive data from another
element or device.

It should also be noted that, as used herein, the wording
“and/or” is intended to represent an inclusive-or. That is, “X
and/or Y” is intended to mean X or Y or both, for example.
As a further example, “X, Y, and/or Z” is intended to mean
X or Y or Z or any combination thereof.

It should be noted that terms of degree such as “substan-
tially”, “about” and “approximately” as used herein mean a
reasonable amount of deviation of the modified term such
that the end result is not significantly changed. These terms
of degree may also be construed as including a deviation of
the modified term if this deviation does not negate the
meaning of the term it modifies.

Furthermore, the recitation of numerical ranges by end-
points herein includes all numbers and fractions subsumed
within that range (e.g. 1 to 5 includes 1, 1.5, 2, 2.75, 3, 3.90,
4, and 5). It is also to be understood that all numbers and
fractions thereof are presumed to be modified by the term
“about” which means a variation of up to a certain amount
of the number to which reference is being made if the end
result is not significantly changed, such as 1%, 2%, 5% or
10%, for example, as the case may be.

Furthermore, the recitation of numerical ranges by end-
points herein includes all numbers and fractions subsumed
within that range (e.g. 1 to 5 includes 1, 1.5, 2, 2.75, 3, 3.90,
4, and 5). It is also to be understood that all numbers and
fractions thereof are presumed to be modified by the term
“about” which means a variation of up to a certain amount
such as 1%, 2%, 5% or 10%, for example, of the number to
which reference is being made if the end result is not
significantly changed.

The example embodiments of the systems and methods
described in accordance with the teachings herein may be
implemented as a combination of hardware or software. In
some cases, the example embodiments described herein may
be implemented, at least in part, by using one or more
computer programs, executing on one or more program-
mable devices comprising at least one processing element,
and a data storage element (including volatile and non-
volatile memory and/or storage elements). These devices
may also have at least one input device (e.g. a keyboard,
mouse, a touchscreen, and the like), and at least one output
device (e.g. a display screen, a printer, a wireless radio, and
the like) depending on the nature of the device.

It should also be noted that there may be some elements
that are used to implement at least part of one of the
embodiments described herein that may be implemented via
software that is written in a high-level procedural language
such as object oriented programming. Accordingly, the
program code may be written in C, C*™* or any other suitable
programming language and may comprise modules or
classes, as is known to those skilled in object oriented
programming. Alternatively, or in addition thereto, some of
these elements implemented via software may be written in
assembly language, machine language or firmware as
needed. In either case, the language may be a compiled or
interpreted language.

At least some of these software programs may be stored
on a storage media (e.g. a computer readable medium such
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as, but not limited to, ROM, magnetic disk, optical disc) or
a device that is readable by a general or special purpose
programmable device. The software program code, when
read (e.g. executed) by the programmable device, configures
the programmable device to operate in a new, specific and
predefined manner in order to perform at least one of the
methods described in accordance with the teachings herein.

Furthermore, at least some of the programs associated
with the systems and methods of the embodiments described
herein may be capable of being distributed in a computer
program product comprising a computer readable medium
that bears computer usable instructions for one or more
processors. The medium may be provided in various forms,
including non-transitory forms such as, but not limited to,
one or more diskettes, compact disks, tapes, chips, and
magnetic and electronic storage. In alternative embodi-
ments, the medium may be transitory in nature such as, but
not limited to, wire-line transmissions, satellite transmis-
sions, internet transmissions (e.g. downloads), media, digital
and analog signals, and the like. The computer useable
instructions may also be in various formats, including com-
piled and non-compiled code.

In accordance with the teachings herein, in one aspect,
there is provided an example embodiment of a method for
identifying rotors during cardiac fibrillation from bipolar
EGM datasets that are recorded using a multielectrode
catheter with a circular configured electrode array. The
multielectrode catheter can be a circular catheter. In some
cases, the multielectrode catheter can be a larger arrange-
ment having a number of subsets of circular configured
electrode arrays, such as a basket catheter with 64 or 128
electrodes that contains smaller subsets of circular config-
ured electrode arrays. The method is automated and capable
of detecting rotors in near-real time. The method can be used
for patients suffering from cardiac fibrillation, which
includes AF or ventricular fibrillation. In some embodi-
ments, the method may use dominant frequency-based peri-
odicity detection along with a graph search algorithm to
define the most dominant periodic activation set or peaks of
interest in an EGM dataset obtained from the bipoles of the
circular configured electrode array. The method then gener-
ally tracks the activations across the different EGMs in the
BEGM dataset to determine whether these activations are
travelling in a rotational pattern around the electrodes and
conform to the rotational pattern of a rotor. The accuracy of
the rotor detection method was tested in detecting synthetic
rotors on simulated bipolar EGM datasets containing rotor
activation corrupted by noise and complex aperiodic signal
features. The feasibility of the rotor detection method to
detect real rotors during AF in patients undergoing catheter
ablation was also tested.

Referring now to FIG. 1, shown therein is a block diagram
of an example embodiment of a rotor detection system 10
that can be used to detect one or more rotors in cardiac
fibrillation. The system 10 includes an operator unit 12, a
data acquisition unit 42, a sensor unit 44, and an ablation
unit 46. The system 10 is provided as an example and there
can be other embodiments of the system 10 with different
components or a different configuration of the components
described herein. The system 10 further includes several
power supplies (not all shown) connected to various com-
ponents of the system 10 for providing power thereto as is
commonly known to those skilled in the art. In general, a
user may interact with the operator unit 12 to record elec-
trical signals, such as bipolar EGM data from a subject or a
patient, and then perform data analysis on the recorded EGM
data to identify rotors within the patient’s heart.
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The operator unit 12 comprises a processing unit 14, a
display 16, a user interface 18, an interface unit 20, Input/
Output (I/0) hardware 22, a wireless unit 24, a power unit
26 and a memory unit 28. The memory unit 28 comprises
software code for implementing an operating system 30 and
various programs 32, a data acquisition module 34, a rotor
detector 36, a periodicity filter 38 and one or more databases
40. Many components of the operator unit 12 can be
implemented using a desktop computer, a laptop, a mobile
device, a tablet, and the like.

The processing unit 14 controls the operation of the
operator unit 12 and can be any suitable processor, controller
or digital signal processor that can provide suflicient pro-
cessing power depending on the configuration, purposes and
requirements of the system 10 as is known by those skilled
in the art. For example, the processing unit 14 may be a high
performance general processor. In alternative embodiments,
the processing unit 14 may include more than one processor
with each processor being configured to perform different
dedicated tasks. In alternative embodiments, specialized
hardware can be used to provide some of the functions
provided by the processing unit 14.

The display 16 can be any suitable display that provides
visual information depending on the configuration of the
operator unit 12. For instance, the display 16 can be a
cathode ray tube, a flat-screen monitor and the like if the
operator unit 12 is a desktop computer. In other cases, the
display 16 can be a display suitable for a laptop, tablet or
handheld device such as an LCD-based display and the like.

The user interface 18 can include at least one of a mouse,
a keyboard, a touch screen, a thumbwheel, a track-pad, a
track-ball, a card-reader, voice recognition software and the
like again depending on the particular implementation of the
operator unit 12. In some cases, some of these components
can be integrated with one another.

The interface unit 20 can be any interface that allows the
operator unit 12 to communicate with other devices or
computers. In some cases, the interface unit 20 can include
at least one of a serial port, a parallel port or a USB port that
provides USB connectivity. The interface unit 20 can also
include at least one of an Internet, Local Area Network
(LAN), Ethernet, Firewire, modem or digital subscriber line
connection. Various combinations of these elements can be
incorporated within the interface unit 20.

The 1/0 hardware 22 is optional and can include, but is not
limited to, at least one of a microphone, a speaker and a
printer, for example.

The wireless unit 24 is optional and can be a radio that
communicates utilizing CDMA, GSM, GPRS or Bluetooth
protocol according to standards such as IEEE 802.11a,
802.11b, 802.11g, or 802.11n. The wireless unit 24 can be
used by the operator unit 12 to communicate with other
devices or computers.

The power unit 26 can be any suitable power source that
provides power to the operator unit 12 such as a power
adaptor or a rechargeable battery pack depending on the
implementation of the operator unit 12 as is known by those
skilled in the art.

The memory unit 28 can include RAM. ROM, one or
more hard drives, one or more flash drives or some other
suitable data storage elements such as disk drives, etc. The
memory unit 28 may be used to store an operating system 30
and programs 32 as is commonly known by those skilled in
the art. For instance, the operating system 30 provides
various basic operational processes for the operator unit 12.
The programs 32 include various user programs so that a
user can interact with the operator unit 12 to perform various
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functions such as, but not limited to, acquiring data, viewing
and manipulating data, adjusting parameters for data analy-
sis as well as sending messages as the case may be.

The data acquisition module 34 is used to obtain electrical
signals from one or more locations in a patient or a subject,
and more particularly from one or more locations within an
organ of interest for the patient or subject. For example, in
some embodiments, the data acquisition module 34 is oper-
able to acquire signals from at least one region of the
patient’s heart. The data acquisition module 34 is coupled to
the data acquisition unit 42 and the sensor unit 44 in order
to acquire these signals.

In some cases, the data acquisition module 34 may be
used to obtain electrical signal data from a single location
within the heart. In the context of rotor detection, this
corresponds to using an array of electrodes positioned in an
area or single location within the heart where each electrode
provides EGM data and all of the EGM data from the
electrode array is referred to collectively as an EGM dataset.
In other cases, the data acquisition module 34 may be used
to obtain electrical signal data from multiple locations
within the heart depending on the sensor unit 44 that is used;
for example by using a basket catheter with several electrode
subsets where each subset comprises an array of electrodes
in a circular configuration and each subset is in a different
location within the heart such that there is no cross-talk or
other interference between the different subsets of catheter
electrodes.

The electrical signals obtained by the data acquisition
module 34 can include bipolar EGM from a region of
electrically active tissue, such as the atrium or ventricle of
a patient’s heart, for example. The electrical signals may be
preprocessed by the data acquisition unit 42 and transferred
to the operator unit 12 through the interface unit 20. The
preprocessing that is done may include standard signal
processing techniques such as, but not limited to, at least one
of amplification, filtering and de-noising (e.g. averaging).
The interface unit 20 may be a multichannel data interface
coupling the data acquisition unit 42 to the operator unit 12.

It should be noted that while the system 10 is described as
having the data acquisition unit 42, the sensor unit 44 and the
data acquisition module 34 for acquiring electrophysiologi-
cal signals, the system 10 may be implemented without these
components in an alternative embodiment. This corresponds
to situations in which the electrophysiological signals have
already been recorded and the system 10 is being used to
analyze the recorded electrophysiological signals and pro-
vide output information including locations of possible
rotors shown in a graphical or numerical format.

The rotor detector 36 processes the data that is obtained
by the data acquisition module 34 in order to detect whether
there is a rotor at the location of the heart from which the
EGM datasets were obtained. Example embodiments of
rotor detection methods that may be employed by the rotor
detector 36 are described in more detail with respect to
FIGS. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 14. The detected rotors may then be
provided as an output consisting of an electronic file or a
display image with information on the location of the rotors.

The rotor detector 36 can be coupled to a commercially
available mapping system, such as the CARTO™ system
manufactured by Biosense Webster, or the NAVX™ system
manufactured by St. Jude Medical, to annotate locations in
the heart of a patient that have been identified as harbouring
rotors. Alternatively, the rotor detector 36 may be coupled to
a memory element, such as the databases 40 or another data
storage element, as is known by those skilled in the art, for
analyzing previously recorded electrophysiological signals.
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The periodicity filter 38 is used when there is an EGM
dataset with multiple periodicities in each bipolar EGM of
the EGM dataset in order to detect the most stable rotor with
the greatest number of complete rotations of a given domi-
nant periodicity cycle length. The operation of the period-
icity filter is described in further detail with respect to FIG.
11.

At least one of the rotor detector 36 and the periodicity
filter 38 can be implemented by the processing unit 14.
Alternatively, at least one of the rotor detector 36 and the
periodicity filter 38 can be implemented by electronic com-
ponents such as an Application Specific Integrated Circuit
(ASIC) or a Field Programmable Gate Array (FPGA) or
discrete electronics where appropriate.

In alternative embodiments, the elements 34 to 38 may be
combined or may be separated into further elements. The
elements 34 to 38 are typically implemented using software,
but there may be instances in which they are implemented
using FPGA or application specific circuitry. For ease of
understanding, certain aspects of the methods described in
accordance with the teachings herein are described as being
performed by the rotor detector 36 and the periodicity filter
38. It should be noted, however that these methods are not
limited in that respect, and the various aspects of the
methods described in accordance with the teachings herein
may be performed by other elements.

The databases 40 can be used to store data for the system
10 such as system settings, parameter values, and calibration
data. The databases 40 can also store other information
required for the operation of the programs 32 or the oper-
ating system 30 such as dynamically linked libraries and the
like.

The operator unit 12 comprises at least one interface that
the processing unit 14 communicates with in order to receive
or send information. This interface can be the user interface
18, the interface unit 20 or the wireless unit 24. For instance,
the various threshold parameters used by the system 10 in
order to detect rotors and/or filter multiple periodicities may
be inputted by a user through the user interface 18 or they
may be received through the interface unit 20 from a
computing device. The processing unit 14 can communicate
with either one of these interfaces as well as the display 16
or the I/O hardware 22 in order to output data related to rotor
location and possibly the threshold parameters and other
parameters. In addition, users of the operator unit 12 can
communicate data across a network connection to a remote
system for storage and/or further analysis in some embodi-
ments. This communication may also include email com-
munication.

The user can also use the operator unit 12 to input
information needed for system parameters that are needed
for proper operation of the system 10 such as calibration
information and other system operating parameters as is
known by those skilled in the art. Data that are obtained from
tests, as well as parameters used for operation of the system
10, may be stored in the memory unit 28. The stored data
may include raw recorded data, preprocessed recorded data
as well as rotor detection data and/or multiple periodicity
data.

The data acquisition unit 42 comprises hardware and
circuitry that is used to record electrical signal sets from a
patient or subject. The data acquisition unit 42 may be
custom designed or may be implemented using commer-
cially available clinical electrophysiology data acquisition
systems and/or three-dimensional electroanatomical map-
ping systems such as, but not limited to, the CARTO™
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system manufactured by Biosense Webster, or the NAVX™
system manufactured by St. Jude Medical, for example.

The sensor unit 44 is used to measure the electrical
information from the heart of the patient or subject. The
sensor unit 44 can be a multi-electrode sensor such as a
20-electrode circular catheter such as the Lasso™ (Biosense
Webster), or the Spiral™ (St. Jude Medical) that can be used
to gather electrical information from discrete areas of the
heart. In other embodiments, a multi-electrode contact bas-
ket catheter can also be used such as the Constellation™
(Boston Scientific).

The ablation unit 46 is optional in some embodiments
since not all detected rotors need to be ablated, if for instance
they are located in a structure where ablation may be unsafe
or result in complications. The ablation unit 46 is used to
ablate any or all rotors that have been identified in the
patient’s heart. The ablation unit 46 can be any suitable
ablation unit such as the commercially available Stockert™
ablation generator manufactured by Biosense Webster, for
example. Other ablation units may be used if suitable. The
ablation unit 46 may be used to deliver heat energy to the
heart of the patient at identified ablation targets. For
example, a medical practitioner may use the methods
described in accordance with the teachings herein to identify
rotor locations and to guide ablation at those rotor locations.

In accordance with the teachings herein, in one aspect,
there is provided an example embodiment of a method for
identifying rotors from bipolar EGM datasets recorded dur-
ing cardiac fibrillation using a multipolar circular catheter or
basket catheter (with one or more designated circular elec-
trode subarrays). If a circular electrode array is placed over
a rotor during cardiac fibrillation, the electrical wave will
first be detected by one bipole (i.e. a pair of electrodes acting
as a bipolar electrode), then the bipole immediately next to
it (in a clockwise or anticlockwise direction depending on
the wave direction), and so on until the wave returns to
activate the first bipole again. This periodic rotational cycle
will repeat so long as the rotor continues to exist. FIG. 2A
shows a schematic of 10 bipoles of a circular catheter and
the rotor travelling along it. FIG. 2B shows the correspond-
ing bipolar EGMs (Bips—which represents bipoles) against
time as seen by the catheter’s bipoles. The downward
slanting arrows show the wave propagation from bipole 1 to
bipole 10. The upward slanting arrows show wave propa-
gation starting again from bipole 10 to bipole 1. The rotor in
this example completes six rotations around the circular
catheter.

Referring now to FIG. 3, shown therein is a flowchart of
an example embodiment of a rotor detection method 50. The
rotor detection method 50 may be used to identify rotors in
clinical situations, such as in patients undergoing AF cath-
eter ablation.

The rotor detection method 50 comprises determining the
dominant periodicity CL and using it to detect periodic
activations at act 52 for each bipolar EGM of an EGM
dataset where the bipolar EGMs are recorded simultane-
ously from the multielectrode catheter, with a circular elec-
trode array, at a particular sampling location in the patient’s
heart. Accordingly, these bipolar EGMs are herein collec-
tively referred to as an EGM dataset. Each bipolar EGM can
be recorded at prespecified filter settings, for example
30-500 Hz, and at prespecified sampling rates. for example
1000-2000 Hz. The duration of each bipolar EGM recording
can be at least a few seconds, for example 5 seconds, in order
to permit detection of nonsustained or sustained rotor activ-
ity at a particular sampling location in the patient’s heart.
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At act 54, the detected periodic activations from each
bipolar EGM of the EGM dataset are tracked across con-
secutive bipoles (obtained from adjacent electrodes in the
circular electrode array) to determine whether their path
conforms to the rotational activation that is inherent to a
rotor.

At act 56, the completeness and number of rotational
activations are evaluated in order to detect a rotor. Accord-
ingly, a first predefined rotor criterion to define a rotor is that
rotational activation around the circular electrode array must
be complete such that the time interval spanned by the
periodic activations in the circular electrode array must be
greater than a periodic activation duration threshold which is
a percentage of the dominant periodicity cycle length (CL).
In other words, the time interval spanned by the periodic
activations as a proportion of the dominant periodicity CL
associated with the rotor is greater than the periodic activa-
tion duration threshold. An incomplete rotation is not con-
sidered a rotor but rather passive wave curvature. Accord-
ingly, a second predefined rotor criterion to define a rotor is
that at least two complete rotations around the circular
electrode array must be satisfied. Thus, only one rotation
around the circular electrode array is not sufficiently stable
to be considered a rotor.

In some embodiments, the rotor detection method 50 may
contain an additional act 58, which is optional, and during
which ablation is performed at the location of the detected
rotor in the patient’s heart. Rotors have been shown to drive
AF in experimental and computational studies. Ablation of
these rotors in experimental and computational studies ter-
minates AF, which supports their role in driving AF. In
human AF, the detection of rotors may provide therapeutic
targets for catheter ablation in the management of patients
with AF. Ablation of rotors detected with the method 50 may
terminate AF or reduce the risk of AF recurrence in patients.

After rotor ablation is performed at act 58, acts 52 to 56
may be repeated to determine if the detected rotor no longer
exists. If additional rotors are detected then the area of the
heart corresponding to the location of these rotors may be
further ablated at act 58.

Regardless of whether act 58 is performed or not, the
method 50 may further comprise providing an output when
the rotor is detected where the output includes associated
rotor data for the detected rotor. The associated rotor data
can include at least one of the location of the heart where the
rotor was detected, the robustness of the rotor in terms of the
number of complete rotations that were observed and the
dominant periodicity CL associated with the detected rotor.
In the case of multiple potential rotors due to multiple
dominant periodicity CL (see method 250 and FIG. 11), this
data can be provided for each of the potential rotors.

Periodic activation detection, in act 52, comprises iden-
tifying periodic activations or peaks in each bipolar EGM of
the EGM dataset that is recorded by the circular electrode
array. Several peak detection algorithms may be used for this
purpose, which employ a variety of properties and tech-
niques, including window-thresholding (Jacobson, 2001),
K-Means clustering (Mehta et al., 2010), wavelet transform
(Singh et al., 2011) and periodicity transforms (Sethares et
al., 1999) and periodic component analysis. Some recent
peak detection methods, such as (Scholkmann et al., 2012)
improve the peak detection process by using non-parametric
approaches. However, most of these peak detection algo-
rithms assume that (i) all valid peaks are peaks of interest
and not specifically those that correspond to a periodic
activity, and (ii) peaks of interest have to be local maxima.
In contrast, the inventors have found that in rotor detection,
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neither assumption is valid. In particular, the inventors have
found that the rotor peaks of interest should be periodic, but
may not have the largest local amplitude. Furthermore, the
EGMs in the EGM dataset may be contaminated by aperi-
odic pulses that are local maxima, and thus while being
genuine peaks, are not part of any sequence. These signal
features will compromise the ability of most conventional
peak detection methods to find periodic peaks of a particular
periodic CL in the recorded EGM dataset.

The limitations of the conventional peak detection meth-
ods may be overcome by using a peak detection algorithm
(Dalvi et al., 2015) that identifies periodic peaks in signals
with both periodic and aperiodic components by employing
dominant frequency-based periodicity detection along with
a graph search algorithm to identify periodic peaks of
interest.

Referring now to FIG. 4, shown therein is a flowchart of
an example embodiment of a periodic activation detection
method 100 that may be used to detect periodic activations
in each bipolar EGM of the EGM dataset. This involves
determining the periodic peaks in each bipolar EGM of the
EGM dataset that correspond to the respective dominant
periodicity CL of each bipolar EGM. The method 100 is
applied to each EGM dataset where each EGM dataset is
obtained from the multi-electrode sensor 44 positioned in a
particular location within the patient’s heart.

At act 102, the dominant frequency (DF) for each bipolar
EGM in the EGM dataset is obtained as well as the corre-
sponding dominant periodicity CL. Dominant frequency
identification can be done using a variety of methods such as
methods based on at least one of spectral analysis, autocor-
relation, periodicity transforms (Sethares et al., 1999), peri-
odic component analysis, wavelets (Benedetto et al., 1997),
and Maximum Likelihood (ML) approaches (Dalvi et al.,
2013).

In this example embodiment, DF analysis is used to find
the dominant periodicity CL. DF analysis has been widely
adopted in AF EGM analysis (Skanes et al., 1998; Pandit et
al.,, 2013; Ng et al., 2007). The DF analysis comprises
bandpass filtering (for example at 40-250 Hz) each bipolar
EGM in the EGM dataset to augment the sinusoidal wave-
forms and then rectifying and further low pass filtering (for
example at 20 Hz) the filtered bipolar EGM. A third order
Butterworth filter can be used for filtering, for example.
Then, the most powerful frequency in the power spectral
density (PSD) distribution of the rectified filtered bipolar
EGM is considered the ‘dominant’ frequency’. If the power
of the most dominant frequency is greater than a power
spectral threshold, for example 10-15%, of the power of the
whole PSD distribution, then the method 100 proceeds to act
104, otherwise the method 100 ends. The power spectral
percentage threshold is selected empirically to ensure that a
sufficiently periodic bipolar EGM is detected.

At act 104, the set (i.e. Peak,,,) of all candidate periodic
peaks in the EGM dataset is found. Act 104 begins by
removing baseline drift and DC bias in each bipolar EGM of
the EGM dataset, which is then represented by bipolar EGM
dataset S. The drift may be determined by fitting (e.g. in a
least squares sense) a third order polynomial to the signal
and subtracting it. Candidate periodic peaks are peaks which
satisfy two criteria, namely a minimum voltage gradient
threshold and an absolute amplitude threshold. The voltage
gradient refers to the rate of change of bipolar EGM voltage
over time and indicates the sharpness of the peaks, which is
an indication of healthy heart tissue and/or proximity of the
recording bipolar electrode to the surface of the heart. A
voltage gradient threshold greater than 0.01 mV/msec, for
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example, can be empirically selected to indicate peaks in
non-scar heart tissue and/or close proximity of the recording
bipolar electrode to the surface of the heart. The absolute
amplitude threshold refers to the size of the bipolar EGM,
and indicates healthy heart tissue. An absolute amplitude
threshold greater than 0.05 mV, for example has been used
in published literature to indicate peaks in non-scar heart
tissue.

At act 106, the process of identifying actual periodic
peaks among the candidate periodic peaks begins, based on
the periodicity CL derived in act 102. Act 106 begins by
obtaining a distance matrix according to equation (1):

[P =P ... [P1)- PN

Peakpisiances =

[PN)=P()| ... |PV)=PIN)|

where P(N) is the N” peak in the set of candidate peaks
Peak ;-

At act 108, the cost matrix is derived according to
equation (2):

|Peakpisi(1, 1) = CL| ... |Peakpis(1,N)-CL| 2

Peakcyy =

|Peakpis(1, N)— CL| ... |Peakpis(N,N)—CL|

where Peak,, (n,m) is the distance from the peak at node n
to the peak at node m in the peak candidate dataset Peak ;-
The values in the cost matrix Peak_,, correspond to the
deviation of the distance between any two peaks from the
periodicity CL.

At act 110, the least cost path is determined between the
first and last element in Peakyg,, (where all the Peak,,,
elements are nodes on a graph and corresponding Peak,,
elements are edge weights). The rationale behind doing so is
that the costs in Peak,,, indicate how much the distance
between any two peaks differs from the dominant periodicity
CL. Hence, the shortest cost path is the path that returns a set
of peaks (P') which are as periodic as possible with a
periodicity equal to the dominant periodicity CL. The set of
peaks P' contains any and all peaks that constitute the least
cost path. These may contain peaks which are isolated, and
far away from other peaks on either side. Such peaks may be
far more than a periodicity CL away from the nearest peaks
on either side. They may not legitimately be considered part
of a sequence, but peaks that are merely chosen to reduce the
overall cost of the path. These points are removed. Hence
peaks from P' are included in the final set of peaks (P) which
are about one periodicity CL (within a periodicity proximity
threshold of the periodicity CL, for example 10-15%) away
from another peak in the set P'. A periodicity proximity
threshold of 10-15% is selected empirically to improve
selection of periodic peaks that may be very close to the
periodicity CL.

However, the final periodic sequence (e.g. set of final
peaks P) associated with the determined dominant period-
icity CL may not contain the end peaks in the candidate
peaks Peak,,selected from the bipolar EGM dataset S. To
account for this, act 112 includes iterating over act 110 to
look at the n initial peaks in the set Peak,,,as the first peak
and the m final peaks in the set Peak ., as a last peak. The
parameters n and m are integers and they can be the same or
different. For example, n and m can be set to 4, or in some
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embodiments they can be set to 3. The value of n is selected
to be large enough to make it more likely that an end peak
is included in this analysis, but small enough that this
analysis is not overly computationally expensive. The first/
last peak combination which results in the least cost for the
final set of peaks P is chosen. The peak set corresponding to
this combination is considered the final peak set (¥) that
corresponds to the dominant periodicity CL.

FIG. 5 shows the result of the activation detection method
100 on a simulated AF bipolar EGM containing a periodic
pulse sequence (dominant periodicity CL. 186 msec) inter-
spersed with aperiodic peaks (i.e. aperiodic activations). The
asterisks indicate the periodic activations detected by the
activation detection method 100 which correspond to all
visually apparent periodic activations. Of note, the method
100 does not annotate aperiodic peaks, even if they are larger
in amplitude than the periodic peaks. The arrows indicate
aperiodic peaks with larger amplitudes than neighboring
periodic peaks. These aperiodic peaks are not selected by the
method 100.

Once the periodic peaks are detected, each peak is tracked
across the bipoles of the circular electrode array in order to
determine whether propagation is rotational as depicted in
FIGS. 2A-2B. This corresponds to act 54 of method 50 and
method 150 as shown in FIG. 6. In one example embodi-
ment, in accordance with the teachings herein, the following
features are evaluated to determine whether rotational acti-
vation is present:

1) the bipolar EGMs of the EGM dataset must have a
similar dominant periodicity CL with an acceptable
variation, that variation being, for example within a
periodicity variation threshold of 5-10% of the median
dominant periodicity CL of the EGM dataset. This can
be determined by acts 152 and 154 of method 150 for
all bipolar EGMs of the EGM dataset;

2) a majority of the bipolar EGMs of the EGM dataset
obtained from the circular electrode array are included
in terms of having a similar dominant periodicity CL;
for example at least a periodicity similarity threshold of
70-80% of the bipolar EGMs in the EGM dataset. This
can be determined by act 156 of method 150. If this
condition is not true then the method 150 can end at act
158; and

3) rotational activation travels monotonously from the
first bipole to the last bipole in the circular electrode
array before returning to the first bipole which implies
that the activation in any given bipole will be after the
corresponding activation in the preceding bipole and
before the corresponding activation in the subsequent
bipole, where for the first bipole in the circular elec-
trode array the previous bipole will be the last bipole in
the circular electrode array, and vice versa. This assess-
ment of rotational activation can be determined by acts
160 and 162 of method 150.

Referring now to FIG. 6, shown therein is a flowchart of
an example embodiment of a periodic activation tracking
method 150 for tracking the identified periodic peaks across
the catheter bipoles in order to determine whether the
propagation is rotational (Dalvi et al 2015, Dalvi et al
2016a). At act 152, the method 150 comprises determining
the dominant periodicity CL for each bipolar EGM of the
bipolar EGM dataset.

At act 154, the method 150 determines which bipolar
EGMs in the EGM dataset have similar dominant periodicity
CL. These bipolar EGMs constitute set S1, which may
represent the entire EGM dataset or a portion thereof. For
example, the bipolar EGMs with a similar dominant peri-
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odicity CL may be determined as those having a dominant
periodicity CL that is within a periodicity proximity thresh-
old, X %, of the median dominant periodicity CL of all of
bipolar EGMs in the EGM dataset. The periodicity proxim-
ity percentage threshold X % may be set to 5-10% as
determined empirically.

At act 156, the method 150 determines if the number of
bipolar EGMs in set S1, with similar dominant periodicity
CL, is greater than a periodicity similarity threshold of the
total number of bipolar EGMs within the EGM dataset. If
this condition is true, then the method 150 proceeds to act
160. Otherwise, the method 150 ends at act 158 as there are
not enough bipolar EGMs with similar periodicity CL to
confidently define rotational activation. A periodicity simi-
larity threshold that is a percentage is chosen since, if
rotational activation exists, while its periodic activations
should be measurable by all of the bipoles of the circular
electrode array, the rotational activation may not be mea-
sured by a few of the bipoles due to poor electrode contact
or instability. The periodicity similarity threshold may be set
to 70-80% as determined empirically.

At act 160, the periodic peaks that may arise from
rotational activation (i.e. rotor activation candidates) are
selected from each bipolar EGM that comprises set S1. A
periodic peak (i.e. a periodic activation) in a given bipolar
EGM, EGM,, in the set S1, can be selected as a rotor
activation candidate based on the presence of temporal
progression across adjacent bipoles of a circular electrode
array which can be determined using the following criteria:

a) Unless EGM,, is the first activation in the EGM set S,
find the nearest annotated periodic activation in the
previous bipolar EGM which is before, and within, one
CL of EGM,,. If it is after EGM,,, then EGM,, is not a
valid rotor activation candidate.

b) Unless EGM,, is the last activation in the EGM set S,
find the nearest annotated periodic activation in the
subsequent bipolar EGMs which is after, and within,
one CL of EGM,,. If it is before EGM,,, then EGM,, is
not a valid rotor activation candidate.

¢) If EGM,, is not disqualified under criteria a) or criteria
b), then EGM, is considered as a rotor activation
candidate.

The criteria described are for clockwise rotational activation
in the circular electrode array as per the example shown in
FIG. 2. For anticlockwise rotational activation, the criteria
can be reversed. The criteria may first be checked assuming
clockwise rotational activation and if no rotor activation
candidates are found, the criteria may then be checked
assuming counter-clockwise rotational activation.

At act 162, a running window having a width equal to the
median dominant periodicity CL is scanned across all of the
bipolar EGMs in set S1. If the number of rotor activation
candidates across all bipoles in set S1 in the window is
greater than a rotor activation candidate threshold, then all
of these rotor activation candidates can be considered as
belonging to one rotation. For example, the rotor activation
candidate threshold may be 70-80%. The rationale for the
rotor activation candidate threshold is heuristic and accounts
for signal dropout as described in act 156.

Referring again to FIG. 3, act 56 of the rotor detection
method 50 comprises determining the number and complete-
ness of rotational activations to detect a rotor. In an example
embodiment, this may be done by determining if all of the
following additional criteria are satisfied:

1) at least two consecutive rotations are present to indicate

temporal stability of the rotor; and
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2) each rotation is complete, such that the CL spanned
across the recording bipoles encompasses the majority
of the median dominant periodicity CL, for example a
periodicity similarity threshold of 70-80% of the
median dominant periodicity CL.
These two criteria remove nonsustained and incomplete
rotations from further consideration since the activation in
these cases are not due to a rotor, but rather due to a passive
phenomenon such as wave curvature (for a single complete
rotation or incomplete rotations), for example.

Referring now to FIG. 7, shown therein is a flowchart of
an example embodiment of a rotational activation sorting
method 200 that may be used to identify sustained and
complete rotations for the purpose of rotor detection. Act
202 of the method 200 includes determining the first and last
activation times for a given set of consecutive rotations, ¢ of
a potential rotor. FIG. 2B shows an example of a first
activation A, and a last activation A, of a set of consecutive
rotations C. It should be noted that A, is not the last
activation of one rotation, but rather the last activation of C.

At act 204, if the first and last activation times in T are
separated by =2*CL, then the method 200 proceeds to act
208. Otherwise, the method 200 proceeds to act 206 where
C is not considered to be a rotor, having fewer than two
rotations, and is discarded. In this example embodiment, a
rotor is present if it has at least two consecutive rotations.

At act 208, it is determined whether the time difference
between the first and last activation of each candidate
rotation in { spans a certain percentage of the median
dominant periodicity CL (i.e. median periodicity CL of the
bipolar EGMs in set S1) by subtracting the times of the first
and last activation of each candidate rotation and obtaining
arotational activation time, dividing the rotational activation
time by the median dominant periodicity CL and comparing
the division result to the periodic activation duration thresh-
old in order to determine if each candidate rotation is
considered as being complete and indicative of a rotor. In
other words, if N is the number of bipoles in EGM dataset
S1, the time difference between a given activation (say
activation n) and the activation n+N-1 is determined (where
n+N-1 indicates one rotation). If there is no activation
n+N-1, the latest activation available before it is used. This
subtraction process is repeated for each candidate rotation in
C. The rotational activation time for each rotation, td, is then
divided by the median dominant periodicity CL and if
td/median dominant periodicity CL>the periodic activation
duration threshold for each rotation, then a rotor exists. The
periodic activation duration threshold may be 70-80%, for
example. As before, the rationale for the periodic activation
duration threshold is heuristic and accounts for potential
signal dropout from a few bipoles of the circular electrode
array.

If the determination at act 208 is not true then the method
200 moves to act 210 where the candidate rotations in T are
labelled as not being due to a rotor and are discarded. If the
determination at act 208 is true, then the method 200 moves
to act 212 where the candidate rotations in C are labelled as
being due to a rotor.

For acts 202 to 212, the presence of consecutive, complete
rotations during the entire recording period, for example 5
seconds, defines a sustained rotor. If rotations spontaneously
terminate, but there are still two consecutive, complete
rotations that later reinitiate, then a nonsustained rotor is
present. In other words, nonsustained rotors are defined as
rotors that start and stop during the duration of the recording,
for example 5 seconds. Whether a rotor is sustained or
nonsustained, it is considered to be the same rotor. The
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rotor’s location in the heart is unique and based on the
location of the circular electrode array.
Validation Using Simulated Periodic Signal and Rotors

To test the performance of the proposed rotor detection
method 50, 1500 synthetic EGM datasets were generated,
half with simulated rotors and half without (Dalvi et al
2016a). Each EGM dataset included 10 bipolar EGMs as is
recorded by a 10-bipole circular catheter in actual clinical
practice. The EGM datasets containing a rotor had simulated
periodic pulse trains of identical periodicity CL (186 msec)
that were staggered temporally from one bipole channel to
the next (e.g. see FIGS. 8A and 8B). In contrast, the EGM
datasets that did not contain a rotor had periodic pulse trains
without any particular temporal relationship across the bipo-
lar EGMs (e.g. see FIG. 8C). Each pulse of the pulse train
was derived from a template bipolar EGM recorded during
AF from a patient undergoing AF catheter ablation.

Of the 750 EGM datasets with rotor activity, half had
sustained rotor activity (i.e. repetitive, consecutive rotations
across the 1500 msec bipolar EGM as shown in FIG. 8A)
and the other half had nonsustained rotor activity (i.e.
rotations terminate and restart across the 1500 msec bipolar
EGM as shown in FIG. 8B). The 375 nonsustained rotors
were further divided into 3 equal groups with 2, 4 and 6
rotations, respectively.

The periodic pulse trains of each bipole in the array had
pulses of varying amplitude (including zero to simulate
‘dropped’ pulses from poor bipole contact with the atrium).
In addition, varying numbers of aperiodic pulses (e.g. 5, 10
and 15) of different amplitudes were added to each periodic
pulse train to simulate the complex signal features inherent
in AF bipolar EGMs. Since intracardiac EGMs typically
have low noise, low amplitude white noise (3 dB SNR) was
added to each pulse train.

The performance of method 50 was assessed by its ability
to detect simulated rotors in these 1500 EGM arrays. For
each array, the method 50 determined if a rotor was present
(i.e. true positive) or absent (i.e. true negative). The perfor-
mance was described in terms of specificity (true negative/
(true negative+false positive)) and sensitivity (true positive/
(true positive+false negative). The proposed method 50 was
programmed using MATLAB 2012b (MathWorks Inc.,
Natick, Mass., USA) on an Intel W3503 CPU (2.4 GHz)
with 6 GB RAM. The analysis time to detect rotors was <1
second per 10 bipole EGM dataset.

Table I tabulates the performance of the rotor detection
method 50 in detecting simulated rotors with increasing
numbers of contaminating aperiodic peaks. Table II tabu-
lates the performance of the rotor detection method 50 in
detecting simulated nonsustained rotors with a different
number of rotations. FIG. 8A shows that the sampled EGM
arrays with a simulated sustained rotor were correctly
tracked using the method 50 as shown by the slanted lines
despite the sampled EGM datasets contaminating aperiodic
pulses. FIG. 8B shows a simulated single rotation to the far
left and a nonsustained rotor (as indicated by the slanting
lines) in the latter half of the array. The rotor detection
method 50 identifies the rotor to the right where there are >2
rotations (shown by the slanted lines). In contrast, while the
single rotation to the left has rotor activations, it has insuf-
ficient rotations to indicate a rotor. FIG. 8C does not show
the detection of a simulated rotor. Although periodic acti-
vations are detected, no rotor is detected. The asterisks in
FIGS. 8A-8C indicate periodic activations which are present
in all bipolar EGMs.
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TABLE I

Performance in detecting rotor with varying aperiodic peak number

# of Aperiodic Peaks

5 10 15

Sensitivity 98 85 74

Specificity 100 100 98
TABLE II

Performance in detecting rotor with varying number of rotations

(SNR 3 dB, # of # of Rotations

aperiodic peaks = 5) 2 4 6
Sensitivity 16 89 98
Specificity 100 100 100

Pilot Application in Patients with Atrial Fibrillation

The method 50 was also applied to bipolar EGM datasets
recorded from patients with AF in order to evaluate feasi-
bility in detecting real rotors. Patients undergoing AF cath-
eter ablation were prospectively enrolled (n=10, median age
62 years, 8 males, 2 females). The left atrium was accessed
using the standard transeptal approach after femoral venous
cannulation. A 20-pole circular catheter (Lasso™, Biosense
Webster) with 10-bipolar electrode pairs was maneuvered to
40-50 anatomically distinct locations in the left atrium. At
each site, a 10-bipolar EGM dataset was simultaneously
recorded (using a sampling rate of 1,024 Hz, and bandpass
filtering of 30-500 Hz) during AF on a commercial mapping
system (CARTO3™, Biosense Webster) and exported for
off-line analysis of rotors using the rotor detection method
50. The clinical study was approved by the University
Health Network Research Ethics Board and all patients
provided written informed consent.

For the pilot clinical study, bipolar EGMs from each
circular catheter acquisition was analyzed by the rotor
detection method 50 in <1 second, which shows that the
monitoring and detection of rotors can be done in real-time.
Rotors were detected in 3 of 10 patients (median 2 per
patient, range 1-2 per patient). The median number of
rotations for these rotors was 2 (range 2-4) and the median
periodicity CL covered by a single rotation was 91% (range
82-96%).

An example of a rotor detected in a patient is depicted in
FIG. 9 which shows the bipolar EGM dataset that was
recorded simultaneously from a 10-pole circular catheter in
a patient with AF. The dots indicate periodic activations
which were sustained for the 1500 ms duration of recording
in each bipolar channel. The slanted line indicates a rotor
detected automatically by the rotor detection method 50
based on the criteria described above. Two rotations are
present from bipole 1 to 7. Other periodic activations are
tracked by the rotor detection method 50 but do not fulfill
criteria for a rotor.

As seen from Table I, the rotor detection method
described in accordance with the teachings herein performs
with high sensitivity in the presence of few confounding
aperiodic peaks. However, as the number of aperiodic peaks
increase, they can lie in proximity to periodic pulses, which
canresult in falsely detected periodic sequences. When these
are identified as the dominant periodic sequences, false rotor
tracking and detection may occur. As a result, the sensitivity
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of the rotor detection method decreases when the number of
aperiodic peaks is very high. This is an important consid-
eration since AF bipolar EGMs can be very complex with
multiple aperiodic peaks. According to Table II, the number
of rotations also influences the performance of the rotor
detection method. If there are too few rotations, then the
dominant frequency detection does not have enough data to
robustly determine the cotrect dominant periodicity CL to be
tracked. However, with at least 4 rotations, the sensitivity of
the rotor detection method is high. This is clinically relevant
as nonsustained rotors may be prevalent, which requires
robust detection strategies. Unlike sensitivity, the specificity
of the rotor detection method 50 remains high even with
EGM datasets that simulate incomplete rotations. This
attests to the stringency of the criteria to verify rotational
activations and ensures that passive wave curvature is
unlikely to be detected as a rotor. This is also clinically
relevant as wave curvature is common in AF (see FIGS. 14
to 19B and the related clinical study below).

While periodic activations across multiple bipoles of a
circular catheter may be tracked for the purpose of rotor
detection, these periodic activations may be contaminated
by other periodic pulse trains that originate remote from the
rotor as shown in the example of FIG. 10. In particular FIG.
10 shows synthetic AF signals containing multiple periodic
pulse trains including that of a rotor (periodicity CL: 186
msec). The downward slanting arrows indicate electrical
impulse propagation of the rotor from bipole 1 to bipole 10
around the circular catheter. In bipoles 2, 4 and 6, there are
two confounding periodic signals of higher frequency (peri-
odicity CL: 145 msec and 154 msec) that are often larger in
amplitude than the rotor’s periodic signal of interest.

As described previously, most peak detection methods
have focused on finding all valid peaks (after removing
noise). In addition to the peak detection methods based on
window-thresholding (Jacobson, 2001; Vivo-Truyols et al.,
2005), K-Means clustering (Mehta et al., 2010), wavelet
transform (Singh et al., 2011), and non-parametric
approaches (Scholkmann et al., 2012; Ng et al., 2014), there
are also methods based on linear prediction and higher-order
statistics analysis (Lin et al.,1989; Panoulas et al., 2001),
Empirical Mode Decomposition (Hadj et al., 2010), Hilbert
transform (Benitez et al., 2001), and hidden Markov models
(Coast et al., 1990).

However, many of these peak detection algorithms have
2 important limitations as previously described; i.e. they
assume all valid peaks correspond to the periodic activity in
the signal (for example, (Ng et al., 2014) use the annotated
peaks to calculate the signal’s periodicity)) and secondly
they assume valid peaks are the largest local peaks. How-
ever, the inventors have found that in many real-world
signals, neither assumption may be valid, as explained
previously. These factors compromise the ability of these
methods to find valid peaks corresponding to a periodic
cycle length, even if there is only one periodic train in the
signal. In addition, in the presence of multiple periodic
trains, these methods will be further disadvantaged.

While the rotor detection method 50, described in accor-
dance with the teachings herein, is designed to only detect
peaks of a single dominant periodicity CL, in an alternative
embodiment, the rotor detection method 50 is modified to
identify individual periodic peak trains in signals containing
multiple such periodic sequences having different dominant
periodicity CL (Dalvi et al 2016b). Once each periodic pulse
train is identified within a given bipolar EGM, the periodic
pulse train corresponding to the rotor can be selected to
improve the robustness of rotor detection amidst other
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periodic pulse trains that are not related to rotor activity.
Dominant frequency-based periodicity detection along with
a graph search methodology are still used to identify the
most dominant periodic activation set or peaks of interest in
this modified rotor detection method. However, in this
alternative embodiment, the peaks of the dominant periodic
activation set are removed and the method is iterated until all
periodic sequences have been identified. The accuracy of
this modified method to identify periodic peaks was evalu-
ated on simulated AF intra-cardiac EGMs containing mul-
tiple periodic sequences of different frequency (i.e. periodic
activation trains of three distinct frequencies) corrupted by
noise and complex aperiodic signal features as described in
further detail below.

The modified rotor detection method is similar to the rotor
detection method 50 except for how the periodic activations
are detected and selected from the bipoles of the circular
catheter array. Referring now to FIG. 11, shown therein is a
flowchart of an example embodiment of an alternate acti-
vation detection method 250 that may be used instead of the
activation detection method 100 to detect periodic activa-
tions for the rotor detection method 50 for detecting rotors
when there are multiple periodicities in the EGM dataset.

Acts 102, 104, 106, 108, 110 and 112 are repeated for the
alternate activation detection method 250.

The method 250 then proceeds to act 254 where the set of
peaks Wis stored as the peaks that correspond to the current
dominant periodicity CL. These periodic peak signals are
blanked or removed from each bipolar EGM of the EGM
dataset using a blanking window of width b on either side of
the identified peaks in the set of peaks W. The blanking
window width is typically set to 50-75 msec to correspond
to the absolute cardiac refractory period.

The method 250 then proceeds to act 256 at which point
it is determined if there are other dominant periodicities in
the residual bipolar EGM. If this determination is true, then
the method 250 proceeds to act 102 and performs acts
102-112 and 254-256 repeatedly until no further dominant
periodicities are detected. Additional dominant periodicity is
present if, for example, the spectral power of the DF in the
residual bipolar EGM is greater than a power spectral
threshold of the entire spectral power of the residual bipolar
EGM (i.e. the power of its PSD). The power spectral
threshold may be set to 10-15%, for example as defined
previously.

When the determination at act 256 is false and there are
no other dominant periodicities in the bipolar EGMs of the
EGM dataset, the method 250 proceeds to act 258 and stops.
At this point, each dominant periodicity CL identified by
method 250 is used separately in acts 54, and 56 of the rotor
detection method 50 to detect potentially more than one
rotor, each having one of the identified dominant periodicity
CLs. For a given EGM dataset recorded from a circular
electrode array, which has multiple dominant periodicities,
only one rotor is selected since physiologically there can
only be one rotor at a given recording location in the heart.
The rotor that is selected is the one with the greatest number
of complete rotations, since this rotor is considered to be the
most stable based on experimental data.

Validation Using Simulated Periodic Signals and Compara-
tor Methods

Referring now to FIG. 12, shown therein are three simu-
lated periodic signals (M, N, O) with different periodicity
CL and the results of the modified rotor detection method
being applied to the combination of the three simulated
periodic signals. The bottom panel in FIG. 12 combines the
three simulated signals. The periodic peaks identified by the
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modified rotor detection method are shown by diamonds,
squares, and asterisks. Each periodic peak is assigned cor-
rectly to its periodic pulse train of origin.

The performance of the modified rotor detection method
was compared with a contemporary algorithm for peak
localization (Ng et al, 2014). Briefly, Ng et al. have proposed
a cycle length iterative (CLI) method that iteratively alters
the cut-off threshold for peak detection and calculates the
mean and median CL at each iteration. The CLI method
terminates when the mean and median converge, and the
cut-off threshold obtained is used to detect peak activations.

To test the performance of the modified rotor detection
method, 750 different synthetic AF signals were generated,
each having a 2.5 second duration. Each AF signal contained
the sum of three pulse trains having distinct periodicities
(the periodicity CL was between 105 and 195 msec). Each
pulse train was constructed from a template bipolar EGM
recorded in the left atrium of a patient with AF. The periodic
pulse trains had pulses of varying amplitude. The AF signal
was also contaminated by white noise and aperiodic pulses
of varying amplitude.

In order to evaluate the performance of the modified rotor
detection method in detecting periodic peaks in the 750
synthetic AF signals, each extracted pulse train’s annotated
peaks were compared to the location of known periodic
peaks for that pulse train. If the known peak location and the
annotated peak location were within 10 msec of one another,
the annotation was considered accurate. The performance of
the modified rotor detection method in detecting the correct
periodic peaks from a particular pulse train was described in
terms of specificity (true negative/(true negative+false posi-
tive)) and sensitivity (true positive/(true positive+false nega-
tive).

The performance of the modified rotor detection method
and the CLI method is summarized in Tables [ITand IV. Each
table presents the sensitivity and specificity for a single
periodic pulse train, as a control, and multiple periodic pulse
trains (i.e. 3 trains). Both single and multiple periodic pulse
trains are contaminated with aperiodic pulses of varying
amplitude. The performance of the two methods in increased
white noise is also shown.

TABLE III

Sensitivity of Tested Methods in detecting periodic pulse train

Sensitivity (%)
Single Periodic Pulse Train + SNR (dB)
Aperiodic Pulses -3 0 3 5
CLI Method 76 83 93 95
Modified Rotor Detection Method 36 93 100 100
Sensitivity (%)
Multiple Periodic Pulse Trains + SNR (dB)
Aperiodic Pulses -3 0 3 5
CLI Method 83 85 90 92
Modified Rotor Detection Method 85 89 98 98

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

26
TABLE IV

Specificity of Tested Methods in detecting periodic pulse train

Specificity (%)

Single Periodic Pulse Train + SNR (dB)
Aperiodic Pulses -3 0 3 5
CLI Method 79 85 88 91
Modified Rotor Detection Method 88 95 100 100
Specificity (%)
Multiple Periodic Pulse Trains + SNR (dB)
Aperiodic Pulses -3 0 3 5
CLI Method 14 17 17 19
Modified Rotor Detection Method 86 91 95 98

For illustrative purposes, FIG. 13 demonstrates periodic
peak annotations corresponding to the periodicity of interest,
that being the periodicity of a rotor as shown in FIG. 10. In
particular, FIG. 13 shows synthetic AF signals containing
multiple periodic pulse trains including that of a rotor. The
periodic peaks of the rotor progress temporally from bipole
1 to 10 as depicted in FIG. 10. In order to identify the rotor,
the periodicity of interest was chosen to be the one which is
dominant in all 10 bipoles of the circular catheter. The
asterisks are the periodic peaks annotated by the modified
rotor detection method, based on the rotor’s dominant peri-
odicity CL of interest. As can be seen, the modified rotor
detection method accurately identifies all peaks of the
rotor’s pulse train, even in the presence of other periodic
peaks with higher frequency, which are often larger in
amplitude than the rotor peaks. Also, the periodic pulse train
in each bipole is identified independently of the periodic
pulse train in the other bipoles.

The modified rotor detection method maintains high sen-
sitivity and specificity in detecting periodic peaks of a
particular periodicity CL in synthetic AF signals with mul-
tiple periodic pulse trains. The modified rotor detection
method is shown to have high accuracy (up to 100%
sensitivity and 100% specificity) in detecting the three
individual periodic peak trains. The sensitivity and speci-
ficity is slightly lower when the modified rotor detection
method is applied to AF signals with multiple periodic pulse
trains compared to those with a single periodic pulse train.
However, the performance remains robust even in the pres-
ence of varying periodic peak amplitude, contaminating
aperiodic peaks, and noise. In contrast, the CLI method has
significantly lower specificity when applied to signals with
multiple periodicities due to its tendency to detect peaks
based on amplitude rather than periodicity CL. Conse-
quently, the CLI method detects all valid peaks, even some
aperiodic peaks, and does not specifically identify which
periodic pulse train the peaks belong to.

It should be noted that the modified rotor detection
method is designed using a few assumptions: 1) the signal
contains periodic pulse trains, and 2) the peaks belonging to
those pulse trains are the only peaks of interest. Hence, one
anticipates that the modified rotor detection method will
outperform the CLI method which annotates any peak that
meets validity criteria for general peaks without any attempt
to detect periodic peaks in the EGM. This is precisely what
the majority of peak detection algorithms are designed for.
Therefore, their performance on complex signals with mul-
tiple periodic pulse trains and aperiodic peaks will be poor,
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when the objective is to extract peaks specifically corre-
sponding to periodic pulse trains.
Large Prospective Study in Patients with Atrial fibrillation

Based on animal and computational studies (Nattel,
2002), periodic rotational electrical activity (a.k.a. rotor or
re-entry) in the human atrium can drive atrial fibrillation
(AF). These rotors often anchor to myopathic or scarred
regions in the atrium and their ablation can terminate AF in
animal models (Heijman et al., 2016). Repetitive and peri-
odic activation of stable cycle length (CL) is inherent to
cyclical rotational activity along the path of rotation of these
rotors (Vijayakumar et al., 2016; Lee et al., 2017). It has
recently been shown that sustained periodic electrical activ-
ity of 5 seconds duration is common in endocardial AF
bipolar electrograms (EGM) in patients presenting for cath-
eter ablation (Gizuzarson et al., 2016). Such periodicity can
vary widely in location in the LA and PV. However, detec-
tion of rotational activation in human AF is challenging
owing to the inherently complex signal features.

This study evaluated the prevalence and stability of
rotational activity (RO) and wave curvature (WC) at sites
with periodic activity in LA in patients with AF undergoing
catheter ablation. An alternative embodiment of an auto-
mated periodicity detection and tracking method in accor-
dance with the teachings herein was used in this study. This
approach provides an unbiased, objective interpretation of
propagation, which to date has been achieved ad hoc with
visual inspection alone. Another potential advantage of
automating the detection of rotation is the ability to distin-
guish it from pseudo-rotation or wave curvature, where the
rotation is incomplete or there is one rotation, and cases
where the rotation is not sustained. Pseudo-rotation is not an
AF driver, but instead represents passive wave curvature. A
secondary objective was to determine the spatial relationship
of RO and WC to atrial myopathy which may be defined by
voltage mapping.

In order to distinguish transient Rotational Activation,
which may be less impactful as a putative AF driver, the
automated analysis for the study was adjusted to select
stable RO patterns by analyzing only sites with sustained
periodic activity lasting 5 seconds. The periodic activations
recorded from each bipole of the circular catheter were
tracked temporally to assess propagation, as either (i) wave
curvature (i.e. sequential activation with similar periodicity
on the entire circular catheter covering <80% of periodicity
CL for 22 cycles), or (ii) rotational activity (i.e. sequential
activation with similar periodicity on the entire circular
catheter covering 280%, of periodicity CL for 22 cycles). It
should be noted that this particular definition of WC was
used in this clinical study to be more stringent and improve
specificity of WC detection. Furthermore, this particular
definition of rotational activity also applies to rotor detec-
tion, but for the purpose of this clinical study, the term
rotational activity is used rather than rotor.

The study was performed on 70 patients (age 6110 years,
paroxysmal=63%) undergoing their first catheter ablation
procedure for symptomatic drug refractory high burden
paroxysmal AF or persistent AF. Patients with prior ablation
for AF and those with severe valvular heart disease or
cardiomyopathy were excluded. The study was approved by
the University Health Network Research Ethics Board and
all patients provided written informed research consent.

High-density endocardial LA and PV activation mapping
was performed during AF in all patients. In patients pre-
senting in sinus rhythm, AF was induced using burst atrial
pacing at a CL of 180-250 ms from a coronary sinus
electrode and if necessary, isoprenaline infusion (1-4
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pg/min). EGMs were acquired only when AF was sustained
for more than 5 minutes, after which rotor analysis was
performed.

A roving 20-pole circular catheter (Lasso® Nav Variable,
25-15 mm diameter, 1 mm electrodes at 2-6-2 mm spacing,
Biosense Webster, Diamond Bar, Calif.) introduced through
a transeptal access was used for endocardial LA mapping.
Electroanatomic mapping was performed on the CARTO®
3 (Biosense Webster, Diamond Bar, Calif.) system, guided
by a pre-operative contrast CT reconstruction of the LA and
PV anatomy. At each location, the circular catheter was
shaped to its 15 mm diameter whenever possible. Stable
tissue contact and signal quality was ensured before EGM
acquisition. A set of 7 simultaneously recorded bipolar
(30-500 Hz) EGMs of 5 second duration was then obtained
at each anatomic location. Mapping was targeted to all
locations in the LA and PVs, aiming for a uniform density
of points across regions whenever possible. Electroanatomic
data was exported for off-line analysis using custom soft-
ware developed in MATLAB (Mathworks Inc., Natick,
Mass.).

A baseline high density LA bipolar voltage map in sinus
rhythm was also acquired at the discretion of the operator of
the study. Bipolar EGMs with peak-to-peak voltage <0.5 and
20.5 mV were regarded as low and normal voltage, respec-
tively (Lim et al., 2014). An activation pattern during AF
was considered concordant to a low voltage zone if within
a distance of <10 mm.

All statistical analyses were performed using SPSS soft-
ware version 17.0 (SPSS, Chicago, I11., USA). Continuous
variables are reported as meantstandard deviation or
median, as appropriate. Categorical variables are reported as
numbers and percentages. All tests were two-sided and a
p-value<0.05 was considered statistically significant.

Referring now to FIG. 14, shown therein is a flowchart of
an example of an alternative embodiment of a periodic
activation detection and tracking method 300 that was used
for this study for distinguishing rotational activation from
wave curvature in cardiac fibrillation. The method 300 is
similar to methods 50 and 100 with some slight differences
compared to the periodic activation tracking method 150 and
the rotational activation sorting method 200. The method
300 can be used for tracking periodic activations in bipolar
EGMs in order to determine whether there is rotational
activation or wave curvature.

At act 302, a set of 7 bipolar EGMs (i.e. Set A) was
acquired for 5 seconds at each circular catheter location and
preprocessed as described above. In other embodiments, a
different number of sets of bipolar EGMs can be acquired for
a different duration of time.

At act 304, the bipolar EGMs with dominant periodicity
were determined in a similar fashion as acts 52, 102 and 152
of methods 50, 100 and 152, where dominant periodicity is
defined as the inverse frequency encompassing at least 10%
of the spectral power. A threshold other than 10% can be
used in other embodiments. However, act 304 of method 300
was modified such that it is possible to exclude certain sites
where the dominant periodicity is too large (i.e. a dominant
periodicity having an amplitude that is larger than a domi-
nant periodicity threshold), such as sites with a dominant
periodicity CL>250 ms for example, as such a CL is too
slow to function as an AF driver. In other embodiments
another dominant periodicity threshold may be used such as
50 to 250 ms, for example, based on animal studies evalu-
ating rotor periodicity CL.

If dominant periodicity was found in any bipolar EGM,
then at act 306 the periodic activations of known periodicity
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CL are defined using a graph-search based periodic peak
detection model, as defined previously in acts 104 to 112 of
method 100.

At acts 308 and 310, if the dominant periodicity was
found in all bipolar EGMs of Set A and if similar dominant
periodicity CL were found in all bipolar EGMs of Set A,
then the method 300 proceeds to act 312 and periodic
activations were tracked. Acts 308 and 310 are generally the
same as acts 152 to 162 of method 150 with a few modifi-
cations in selecting and finding the rotor activation candi-
dates that correspond to one rotation as was defined in acts
160 and 162. Act 310 comprises performing the modified
version of acts 160 and 162 to find candidate rotational
activations, which is similar to finding rotor activation
candidates but is done using stricter criteria for this clinical
study to further distinguish from wave curvature.

In act 310, the modified version of act 160 comprises
locating the first activation (across all bipoles) and labelling
it as a member of a candidate rotation n (n=1 for the first
candidate rotational activation). It is considered the current
activation (CA). The other activations that belong to the
candidate rotation are then located starting with the nearest
periodic activation that is not yet assigned to a candidate
rotation in the subsequent bipolar EGMs which is either in
the bipole that is before or after the bipole having the CA,
and within one dominant periodicity CL of the CA. This
corresponds to clockwise rotational activation in the circular
electrode array as per the example shown in FIG. 2. For
anticlockwise rotational activation, the searching for other
candidate rotations after the identification of the CA can be
reversed. This searching may first be checked assuming
clockwise rotational activation and if no candidate rotational
activations are found, the searching may then be done
assuming counter-clockwise rotational activation.

If an activation (A) which is after, and within, one
dominant periodicity CL of the CA is found, then the located
activation is added to candidate rotational activation n. This
located activation is now considered to be the CA and the
searching defined in the previous paragraph is repeated. If no
valid activation is found and all activations in the EGM
dataset have not yet been assigned to a candidate rotational
activation or the activation (A') is before the CA, then n is
adjusted according to n=n+1 and searching begins for a new
candidate rotational activation. Activation A' (if it is found)
or the earliest activation not yet assigned to a candidate
rotational activation is then searched for and set to the
current candidate rotational activation and then candidates
for the neighboring bipolar EGMs are searched for as
described above. If the final activation in the EGM dataset
has been reached, then act 310 comprises proceeding with a
slightly refined and alternative version of act 162.

Act 310 now includes performing a slightly refined and
alternative version of act 162. A running window of width
equal to periodicity CL is slid across each candidate rota-
tional activation found previously. A count of the number of
times (represented by rt) that the running window transitions
from (a) having the number of activations belonging to the
candidate rotational activation being greater than the rotor
activation candidate threshold (e.g. 0.7 for 7 bipoles) mul-
tiplied by the number of bipoles (i.e. number of channels or
EGM datasets) to (b) the number of activations belonging to
the candidate rotational activation being less than the rotor
activation candidate threshold multiplied by the number of
bipoles is performed. In this embodiment, a different thresh-
old is used for the rotor activation candidate threshold. The
first activation in the running window every time it transi-
tions from (b) to (a) is considered the start of a new
candidate rotational activation and the original candidate
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rotational activation is split accordingly. Furthermore, acti-
vations that never featured in the running window while in
phase (a) above are dropped.

The aforementioned rotor activation candidate threshold
may be setin various ways. For example, the rotor activation
candidate threshold may be at least (0/2)+1 or ((n+1)/2)+1
(depending on whether n (i.e. the number of bipoles) is even
or odd) of the total number of bipole channels (i.e. total
number of EGM datasets). This threshold represents the
minimum number of distinct electrodes that have activations
that form the candidate rotational activation to ensure that
the staggered activation pattern along the circular catheter
electrode array indicates rotational activation and not planar
activation. Alternatively, a more stringent threshold might be
used such as n-1 out of n bipoles as was done in this study
where this particular threshold was set to be 6 out of 7
bipoles.

At act 312, among the circular catheter acquisitions with
7 bipolar EGMs demonstrating similar dominant periodicity
CL (e.g. £10% of the median periodicity CL of 7 bipoles in
method 300 although this range can be varied in alternative
embodiments), the periodic activations are tracked across
adjacent bipoles to determine whether their path conforms
temporally to rotational activation, either clockwise or coun-
ter-clockwise, and span the periodicity CL without conduc-
tion block. Accordingly, method 300 includes the additional
step of determining the presence or absence of local con-
duction block during a candidate rotational activation (e.g.
see FIGS. 15A and 15B).

FIG. 15A shows the result of periodicity peak detection in
5 bipolar EGM recordings during AF in a patient. For each
bipole, periodic peaks (i.e. activations) are correctly
detected (see dashed line) regardless of their amplitude,
while larger aperiodic peaks are ignored. The periodicity CL
is similar for all 5 bipolar EGMs. FIG. 15B shows the result
of tracking these periodic peaks across adjacent bipoles (see
dotted lines). Rotational activation is detected in FIG. 15B
which spans the periodicity CL of the constituent bipoles.
Local conduction block is presumed when the activation
time difference between two adjacent bipoles on the circular
catheter is >50 ms (i.e. conduction velocity <0.12 m/s) (Lee
et al., 2014).

In this example embodiment of the method 300, local
conduction block was presumed when the activation time
difference between two adjacent bipoles on the circular
catheter was greater than a time threshold which corre-
sponds to a conduction velocity threshold. In this example
embodiment, the time threshold was set to be >50 ms, which
corresponds to a conduction velocity <0.12 m/s) (Lee et al.,
2014) based on the fixed distance between recording bipoles
on the circular catheter. If local conduction block is present,
then rotational activation was considered to not be due to a
rotor. Checking for conduction block is not done in conven-
tional rotor detection.

The method 300 then proceeds to act 314 which includes
determining whether certain threshold criteria are satisfied
for classifying the tracked periodic activations obtained
using the circular catheter electrode array as either being a
rotational activation or wave curvature. In this example
embodiment, if the number of activations having a similar
dominant periodicity CL (e.g. within 5 to 10% variation) is
greater than a periodic activation detection threshold of the
total number of activations (similar to act 156) and if the
activations cover a curvature threshold without conduction
block, then the activations are classified as a rotational
activation (RO) and the method 300 proceeds to act 318 to
verify whether it is a rotational activation. In this example
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embodiment, the periodic activation detection threshold can
be 80% and the curvature threshold can be 300° of curva-
ture. In alternative embodiments, the periodic activation
detection threshold can vary between 70 to 80% and the
curvature threshold can vary from 270° to 360° of curvature.
However, if neither of these criteria are met, then the
activations might be a wave curvature and the method 300
proceeds to act 316 to verify whether the activations are part
of a wave curvature. Using the curvature threshold reduces
the possibility of a planar activation being classified as a
rotational activation when using a circular catheter electrode
array with 10 recording bipoles.

At act 316, the activations are defined as a wave curvature
when the set A of bipolar EGMs from the circular catheter
recording have a similar periodicity CL and a sequential
activation arising from a minimum number of bipoles (i.e.
rotor activation candidate threshold which is 6 of 7 in this
example embodiment) and does not cover the periodic
activation duration threshold (which is <80% of the median
dominant periodicity CL of the bipoles in this example
embodiment) and does not cover the curvature threshold
(which means it is <300 degree in this example embodi-
ment) for more than a cycle threshold (which is 22 cycles in
this example embodiment) during the recording window
(which is 5 seconds in this example embodiment).

If a line of conduction block was present between two of
the component bipoles of a wave curvature, it was consid-
ered a complex occurrence when the sequential wave cur-
vature activation was made up by either detoured conduction
between the two bipoles or invasion of another asynchro-
nous wavefront of similar periodicity beyond the line of
conduction block. For wave curvature occurrences of the
complex type, only the number of circular catheter bipoles
without an intervening line of block was reported.

At act 318 the activations are defined as a rotational
activation when the set A of bipolar EGMs have a similar
periodicity CL and a sequential activation arising from a
minimum number of bipoles (i.e. rotor activation candidate
threshold which is 6 of 7 in this example embodiment) and
covers more than the periodic activation duration threshold
(which is >80% of the median dominant periodicity CL of
the bipoles in this example embodiment) and covers more
than the curvature threshold (which is >300 degrees in this
example embodiment) for more than a cycle threshold
(which is 22 cycles in this example embodiment) during the
recording window (which is 5 seconds in this example
embodiment) (Dalvi et al., 2016a).

Results
Patient Demographics

The Baseline characteristics are presented in Table V.
Seventy patients were studied (paroxysmal=63%, persis-
tent=37%) and their LA diameter was 416 mm. All patients
had preserved left ventricular ejection fraction. At the time
of the mapping procedure, 76% of patients were taking an
antiarrhythmic medication.

Mapping Details

At the commencement of the study, 28 (40%) patients
were in AF, while AF was induced in 42 (60%) patients, of
which 16 (23%) required isoprenaline. The LA sampling
density in all patients was >450 points. Mean AF CL was
18936 ms in the LA appendage. Sites with periodic acti-
vation were observed in 100% of patients, and more ubig-
uvitous in induced than spontaneous AF. Sixteen patients also
underwent LA bipolar voltage mapping in sinus rhythm.
Wave curvature

Seven (10%) of the 70 patients had a WC pattern tran-
siently appearing on one of their circular catheter recordings.
The demographic profile of these patients was comparable to
the rest of the cohort (see Table V). However, mean AF CL
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in the LA appendage was shorter by 32 ms in patients with
WC or a RO pattern than the rest of the cohort (162£19 vs.
19336 ms, p=0.02). Details of the WC locations are pre-
sented in Table VI. The WC mean CL was 170£11 ms, and
lasted for 3£0.9 cycles. At these locations, 41+23% of the
periodicity CL. was covered by the WC over the circular
catheter bipoles.

FIG. 16C illustrates the solitary WC pattern seen in
patient #50 in the study near the left lower PV on the
posterior LA wall. During the last-third of this 5-second
recording, the activation organizes to a WC pattern tran-
siently for 5 cycles, when 50% of the prevailing periodicity
CL is covered over 6 bipoles. In FIG. 16A, a posterior-
anterior view of the left atrium is shown with a circular
catheter recording set (1-7 bipoles) located on the posterior
wall near the left lower PV. FIG. 16B shows a left atrial
voltage map of the same heart based on the same view. There
are no significant areas of low voltage on the posterior wall.
The arrows in FIGS. 16A and 16B mark the chirality of
propagation. FIG. 16C shows bipolar (1-7) electrograms
obtained over a 5-second duration from the circular catheter
location in FIG. 16 A. All 7-bipoles had a stable periodic CL
of 172 ms. Periodic activations at each bipole are marked by
broken vertical lines. The activation organizes itself to a
wave curvature pattern between 4.1 and 4.7 seconds of the
recording (see the boxed area in FIG. 16C). As there is an
activation time difference of >50 ms between adjacent
bipoles 6 and 5 in the clockwise direction, it’s likely that
activation from bipole 6 blocked clockwise towards bipole
5, but proceeded in a counterclockwise direction in a wind-
ing course to bipole 5. This is evident by sequential activa-
tions (marked by vertical lines) along the circular catheter in
a counterclockwise direction for 5 cycles covering 50% of
the 172 ms periodicity CL in each of the first 4 cycles.

A similar WC pattern in patient #24 in the study is
presented in FIG. 17B. FIG. 17A shows a posterior-anterior
view of the left atrium for patient #24 with a circular catheter
recording set (1-7 bipoles) located on the posterior wall. The
arrows mark the chirality of propagation. FIG. 17B shows
bipolar (1-7) electrograms obtained over a 5-second duration
from the circular catheter array at the location shown in FIG.
17A. All 7-bipoles had a stable periodicity CL of 158 ms.
Periodic activations at each bipole are marked by broken
vertical lines. The activation organizes itself to a wave
curvature pattern between 0 and 0.6 seconds of the recording
(see the boxed area). As there is an activation time difference
of >50 ms between adjacent bipoles 2 and 1 in the clockwise
direction, it’s likely that activation from bipole 2 was
blocked clockwise towards bipole 1, but proceeded in a
counterclockwise direction in a winding course to bipole 1.
This is evident by sequential activations (marked by vertical
lines) along the circular catheter in a counterclockwise
direction for 3 cycles covering 73% of the periodicity CL
158 ms in each of the first 3 cycles.

Rotational Activation

Two patients had evidence for a RO pattern of propaga-
tion transiently appearing on one of their circular catheter
recordings. The details of these locations are presented in
Table V. The RO mean CL was 164+7 ms, and lasted for
3.5+0.7 cycles. An average of 95+3% of the periodicity CL
was covered over the circular catheter bipoles at these
locations. FIGS. 18A-18C and FIGS. 19A-19B illustrate the
solitary RO pattern seen in patients #50 and #65, respec-
tively. During 5 seconds of AF at these locations, the
activation seems to get organized to a RO pattern for 3 and
4 cycles, respectively, with local bipolar EGMs occupying
93% and 97% of their prevailing CL of 169 ms and 159 ms.
In patient #50, the RO activation repeats itself for another 3
cycles.
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In particular, FIG. 18 A shows a posterior-anterior view of
left atrium with a circular catheter recording set (1-7
bipoles) located on the posterior wall near the carina of the
right PV for patient #50 in the study. FIG. 18B shows a left
atrial voltage map based on the same heart and same view
as FIG. 18A. There are no significant areas of low voltage
on the posterior wall. The arrows in FIGS. 18A-18B mark
the chirality of propagation. FIG. 18C shows bipolar (1-7)
electrograms obtained over a 5-second duration from the
circular catheter location shown in FIG. 18A. Periodic
activations at each bipole are marked by broken vertical
lines. All 7-bipoles had a stable periodicity CL of 169 ms.
The activation organizes itself to a rotation pattern for 4
cycles between 1.5 and 1.9 seconds of the recording and
again between 3.8 and 4.15 seconds of recording (see the
boxed areas), when activations (marked by vertical lines)
travel sequentially in full rotation along the circular catheter
covering 93% of the periodicity CL 169 ms.

FIG. 19A shows a posterior-anterior view of the left
atrium in which a circular catheter recording set (1-7
bipoles) is located on the posterior wall near the right upper
PV for patient #65 in the study. The arrows mark the
chirality of propagation. FIG. 19B shows bipolar (1-7)
electrograms obtained over a S-second duration from the
circular catheter location shown in FIG. 19A. Periodic
activations at each bipole are marked by broken vertical red
lines. All 7-bipoles had a stable periodicity CL of 159 ms.
The activation organizes itself to a rotational pattern for 3
cycles between 0.9 and 1.4 seconds of the recording (see the
boxed area), when activations (marked by vertical lines)
travel sequentially in full rotation along the circular catheter
covering 97% of the periodicity CL 159 ms.

Relation to Bipolar Voltage Map

Only 1 patient (patient #50) had a sinus LA voltage map
and an identiflable WC and RO activation. There was
virtually no low voltage; thus no particular relationship of
WC and RO activations was observed to a low voltage area
(see FIGS. 16B and 18B).

TABLE V

Patient characteristics

No WC/RO  WC/RO
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TABLE V-continued

Patient characteristics

No WC/RO  WC/RO

Total activation  activation
Characteristic (N=70) (N=62) (N=g)* p-value
Duration of paroxysmal 77 + 65 79 = 66 49 =14 0.037
AF, months
Persistent AF, n (%) 26 (37) 22 (36) 4 (50) 0.5
Duration of persistent 107 11=8 7:4 0.3
AF, months
Hypertension, n (%) 30 (43) 25 (40) 5(63) 0.3
Diabetes mellitus, n (%) 34 3(5) 0 (0) 1.0
Coronary artery 1() 1(2) 0(0) 1.0
disease, n (%)
Renal disease, n (%) 0 (0) 0 (0) 0 (0) 1.0
Obstructive sleep 22 (31) 19 (31) 3(38) 0.7
apnea, n (%)
Morbid obesity, n (%) 10 (14) 8 (13) 2 (25) 0.3
Previous stroke, n (%) 2(3) 2(3) 0 (0) 1.0
LA diameter, mm 41+ 6 41+ 6 40 + 7 0.9
LA volume index, 42 = 18 43 £ 19 337 0.14
mL/m?
LV ejection fraction, % 60 =7 60 =7 60 £ 2 0.8
AADI (propafenone, 26 (37) 21 (34) 5(63) 0.14
flecainide), n (%)
AADII (sotalol, 6 (9) 6 (10) 0 (0) 1.0
dofetilide), n (%)
AADIII (amiodarone), 2030) 18 (29) 338 07
n (%)
ACEI or ARB, 1 (% 4(6) 4(7) 0 (0) 1.0
B-Blockers, 1 (%) 34(49) 28 (45) 6(75) 0.4
Calcium Channel 13 (19) 11 (18) 2(25) 0.6
Blocker, n (%)
Mean LA appendage 189 = 36 193 = 36 16219 0.02

cycle length, ms

*7 patients had a wave curvature pattern, 2 patients had a rotational pattern, 1 patient had
both patterns

AAD = antiarthythmic drug,

ACEI = angiotensin converting enzyme inhibitor,

AF = atrial fibrillation,

ARB = angiotensin receptor blocker,

BMI = body mass index,

o Totajl activation activatioi1 LA = left atrium,
Characteristic (N =170) (N =162) N =8* p-value LV = left ventricle,
Age, years 6110 6110  56=x9 0.2 RO = rotational activation,
Paroxysmal AF, n (%) 44 (63) 40 (64) 4 (50) 0.5 WC = wave curvature
TABLE VI
Spatial and temporal characteristics of rotational activation and wave curvature
Number of
bipoles on Percentage
circular cycle length
catheter with Cycle covered on
Propagation  Patient sequential  Number length circular
pattern type ID  Locaticn activation  of cycles (ms) catheter (%)
Wave 24 Posterior 6 3 158 73
curvature wall
32  RIPV 3* 3 186 6
46 LAA 5% 3 180 55
49 LSPV 3% 2 169 42
50 LIPV 6 5 172 50
55 RIPV 5% 3 172 15
60 LAA 6 3 154 47
Rotational 50 RSPV 6 3 169 93
activation 65 RSPV 6 4 159 97

*Complex wave curvature pattern with an additional line of conduction block
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Discussion

The major findings of the clinical study are that: (1) sites
with periodic activation are common in human AF, and are
distributed widely in both PV and extra-PV regions; (2) RO
and WC propagation patterns are uncommon and transient;
and (3) RO can be distinguished from WC using stringent
criteria that consider local conduction block and the propor-
tion of the periodicity CL covered by the propagating
rotational wave.

The methodology described herein for the study was
found to provide a more robust, objective real-time assess-
ment of rotational activation. The patients in the study had
predominant paroxysmal AF with a lesser burden of struc-
tural and metabolic factors known to promote atrial myo-
pathy (Miller et al., 2015). Despite a less advanced atrial
disease, a small number of WC and RO patterns was
observed in the study. In one patient with a sinus voltage
map and identifiable WC and RO patterns, a predilection of
these patterns to low voltage was not observed. This may
suggest that a functional rather than a fixed block may have
promoted complete and incomplete rotational activation.
The data showing that AF CL was faster by 32 ms in patients
with a transient WC or a RO pattern compared to those
without also support this proposition.

The study showed that WC and RO activity during human
AF may be a conspicuous occurrence. While periodic acti-
vation was observed in all patients, it was more ubiquitous
in induced rather than spontaneous AF. WC and RO activity
was observed infrequently. WC and RO were observed in 9
circular catheter recordings (6 PV, 3 extra-PV) in only 8 of
the patients, lasting for 320.9 and 3.5£0.7 cycles respec-
tively. These differences may relate to the automated detec-
tion of RO in the study using more rigorous criteria than
previously reported. However, automated detection of peri-
odic rotational activity does provide a reliable assessment of
putative rotors or re-entrant AF drivers.

In an alternative embodiment, real-time mapping of rota-
tional activity may be used to guide catheter ablation therapy
in patients with AF, potentially improving procedural out-
comes. The various criteria and thresholds provide a robust
method that operates more efficiently on a computing device
in detecting rotors and distinguishing rotors from other
activities, such as wave curvature, such that the rotors
detected will likely be clinically relevant as potential targets
for AF ablation.

It should be noted that the various rotor detection methods
described in accordance with the teachings herein may be
used in biomedical signal analysis, such as detecting the
periodic activations of a rotor, amidst other periodic activa-
tions during AF.

While the applicant’s teachings described herein are in
conjunction with various embodiments for illustrative pur-
poses, it is not intended that the applicant’s teachings be
limited to such embodiments as the embodiments described
herein are intended to be examples. On the contrary, the
applicant’s teachings described and illustrated herein
encompass various alternatives, modifications, and equiva-
lents, without departing from the embodiments described
herein, the general scope of which is defined in the appended
claims.
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The invention claimed is:

1. A method of detecting a rotor at a location of a heart that
experiences cardiac fibrillation, where the method com-
prises:

obtaining, by a processot, an electrogram (EGM) dataset,

where the EGM dataset was recorded using a circular
bipolar electrode array positioned at the location of the
heart, the circular bipolar electrode array having a
plurality of bipolar electrodes for simultaneously
recording a plurality of bipolar EGMs for the EGM
dataset for a recording duration;

detecting, by the processor, a dominant periodicity Cycle

Length (CL) and identifying periodic activations for
each bipolar EGM associated with the dominant peri-
odicity CL;

tracking, by the processor, the identified periodic activa-

tions across each bipolar EGM to define rotational
activations and determining when a path taken by the
tracked rotational activations corresponds to a rota-
tional activation pattern of a rotor;

detecting, by the processor, the rotor when a number and

completeness of the tracked rotational activations meet
predefined rotor criteria including that the tracked
rotational activations are greater than at least two
complete rotations around the circular bipolar electrode
array and the completeness of the tracked rotational
activations occurs when a time interval spanned by the
rotational activations span across the bipolar EGMs
with a time duration where a proportion of the time
duration relative to the dominant periodicity CL asso-
ciated with the rotor is greater than a periodic activation
duration threshold.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the method further
comprises, by the processor, displaying an image with
information on the location of the detected rotor to guide
ablation at the location of the heart when rotor detection
occurs at the location.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein after ablation is
performed the method comprises, by the processor, repeat-
ing the acts of obtaining an EGM dataset; determining the
dominant periodicity CL and identifying periodic activa-
tions, tracking the periodic activations and detecting the
rotor; and repeating ablation when the rotor is still detected.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the predefined rotor
criteria further comprise:

the tracked rotational activations cover a curvature thresh-

old around the circular bipolar electrode array without
conduction block.
5. The method of claim 1, wherein the dominant period-
icity CL is determined by using a method based on one of
spectral analysis, autocorrelation, periodicity transforms,
wavelets, Maximum Likelihood (ML), periodic component
analysis and Dominant Frequency (DF) analysis.
6. The method of claim 1, wherein periodic activations for
a given bipolar EGM are identified, by the processor, by
finding peaks in the given bipolar EGM that are associated
with the detected dominant periodicity CL by:
removing baseline drift and DC bias in the given bipolar
EGM,;

finding a set of peaks (Peak,s;,,) that satisfy a minimum
voltage gradient threshold and an absolute amplitude
threshold;

determining a set of peaks associated with a least cost path

on a graph where nodes of the graph of the peaks in
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Peak,, and edges of the graph are costs based on a
distances between the peaks in Peak,;,, relative to the
dominant periodicity CL;

selecting different potential starting and ending peaks in

Peak ., until end peaks are found that result in the
least cost path; and

denoting the set of peaks associated with the least cost

path as the actual periodic peaks.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein the method comprises,
by the processor, verifying that the actual periodic peaks
contain an initial peak and a final peak for a given EGM by:

determining costs for various combinations of actual

periodic peaks where each combination includes one of
n potential initial peaks and one of m potential final
peaks;

locating the combination with the least cost; and

setting the peaks in the located combination as the actual

periodic peaks.
8. The method of claim 1, wherein tracking the periodic
activations across each bipolar EGM to define rotational
activations comprises:
grouping the EGMs with a similar dominant periodicity
CL into an EGM dataset S1;

verifying that a percentage of EGMs in the EGM dataset
S1 is greater than a periodicity similarity threshold; and

determining which periodic activations in the EGM data-
set S1 are rotor activation candidates based on the
presence of temporal progression of the periodic acti-
vations across adjacent bipoles of a circular electrode
array.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein a current periodic
activation EGM,, in an EGM dataset S1 that is unassigned to
any candidate rotor is assigned as a rotor activation candi-
date for a current candidate rotor for a clockwise rotor, when
(a) the current periodic activation EGM,, is an earliest
periodic activation and the current candidate rotor has no
periodic activations assigned to it; or (b) the current periodic
activation EGM,, is a nearest periodic activation in a sub-
sequent bipolar EGM and is after, and within, one dominant
periodicity CL of a latest periodic activation that was
assigned to the current candidate rotor; otherwise, a new
candidate rotor is defined when the current periodic activa-
tion EGM,, is the nearest annotated periodic activation in a
subsequent bipolar EGM that is as yet unassigned to any
candidate rotor and is either before the latest periodic
activation that was assigned to the current candidate rotor
OR after, and more than one dominant periodicity CL away
from the latest periodic activation that was assigned to the
current candidate rotor and the current periodic activation is
assigned to the new candidate rotor.

10. The method of claim 1, wherein a current periodic
activation EGM,, in an EGM dataset S1 that is unassigned to
any candidate rotor is assigned as a rotor activation candi-
date for a current candidate rotor that is counter-clockwise
rotor when: (a) the current periodic activation EGM,, is an
earliest periodic activation and the current candidate rotor
has no activations assigned to it; or (b) the current periodic
activation EGM,, is a nearest periodic activation in a previ-
ous bipolar EGM and is before, and within, one dominant
periodicity CL of a latest periodic activation that was
assigned to the current candidate rotor; otherwise, a new
candidate rotor is defined when the current periodic activa-
tion EGM,, is the nearest annotated periodic activation in a
subsequent bipolar EGM that is as yet unassigned to any
candidate rotor and is either after the latest periodic activa-
tion that was assigned to the current candidate rotor OR
before, and more than one dominant periodicity CL away
from the latest periodic activation that was assigned to the
current candidate rotor and the current periodic activation is
assigned to the new candidate rotor.
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11. The method of claim 1, wherein when the EGM
dataset comprises multiple dominant periodicity CL, the
method comprises, by the processor, detecting potential
rotors associated with the different dominant periodicity CL
and selecting the potential rotor having a greatest number of
rotations as the detected rotor.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein prior to the act of
tracking the identified periodic activations across each bipo-
lar EGM to define rotational activations, the method com-
prises, by the processor, checking for multiple dominant
periodicity CL by:

defining a set of current periodic activations associated

with the current dominant periodicity CL;

removing the set of current periodic activations from the

bipolar EGMs;
determining if there is an additional dominant periodicity
CL; and

iterating over the defining, removing and determining acts
until all dominant periodicity CL and the associated
periodic activations have been found.

13. The method of claim 12, wherein for each set of
periodic activations associated with a different dominant
periodicity CL, the method further comprises, by the pro-
cessor, performing the acts of tracking the periodic activa-
tions and detecting the rotor to detect the potential rotors
associated with the different dominant periodicity CL and
determining the number of rotations for each potential rotor.

14. The method of claim 1, wherein when the dominant
periodicity CL is larger than a dominant periodicity thresh-
old the location of the heart is considered too slow to
function as a rotor of the cardiac fibrillation.

15. The method of claim 1, wherein the method com-
prises, by the processor, determining when the path taken by
the tracked rotational activations corresponds to a wave
curvature based on when:

the bipolar EGMs of the tracked rotational activation have

a similar periodicity CL and a sequential activation that
is greater than a rotor activation candidate threshold;
and
each tracked rotational activation spans across the bipolar
EGMs with a time duration where a proportion of the
time duration relative to the dominant periodicity CL
associated with the rotor is less than a periodic activa-
tion duration threshold.
16. The method of claim 1, wherein the method com-
prises, by the processor, determining that a given rotational
activation includes local conduction block when an activa-
tion time difference between two adjacent bipolar EGMs on
the circular bipolar electrode array is greater than a time
threshold.
17. A non-transitory computer-readable medium storing
computer-executable instructions, the instructions when
executed cause a processing unit to perform a method of
detecting a rotor at a location of a heart that experiences
cardiac fibrillation, wherein the method comprises:
obtaining, by the processing unit, an electrogram (EGM)
dataset, where the EGM dataset was recorded using a
circular bipolar electrode array positioned at the loca-
tion of the heart, the circular bipolar electrode array
having a plurality of bipolar electrodes for simultane-
ously recording a plurality of bipolar EGMs for the
EGM dataset for a recording duration;

detecting, by the processing unit, a dominant periodicity
Cycle Length (CL) and identifying periodic activations
for each bipolar EGM associated with the dominant
periodicity CL;

tracking, by the processing unit, the identified periodic

activations across each bipolar EGM to define rota-
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tional activations and determining when a path taken by
the tracked rotational activations corresponds to a rota-
tional activation pattern of a rotor; and

detecting, by the processing unit, the rotor when a number
and completeness of the tracked rotational activations
meet predefined rotor criteria including that the tracked
rotational activations are greater than at least two
complete rotations around the circular bipolar electrode
array and the completeness of the tracked rotational
activations occurs when a time interval spanned by the
rotational activations span across the bipolar EGMs
with a time duration where a proportion of the time
duration relative to the dominant periodicity CL asso-
ciated with the rotor is greater than a periodic activation
duration threshold.

18. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of
claim 17, wherein the predefined rotor criteria further com-
prise:

the tracked rotational activations cover a curvature thresh-
old around the circular bipolar electrode array without
conduction block.

19. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of
claim 17, wherein tracking the periodic activations across
each bipolar EGM to define rotational activations comprises:

grouping the EGMs with a similar dominant periodicity
CL into an EGM dataset S1;

verifying that a percentage of EGMs in the EGM dataset
S1 is greater than a periodicity similarity threshold; and

determining which periodic activations in the EGM data-
set S1 are rotor activation candidates based on the
presence of temporal progression of the periodic acti-
vations across adjacent bipoles of a circular electrode
array.

20. The non-transitory computer readable medium of
claim 17, wherein when the EGM dataset comprises mul-
tiple dominant periodicity CL, the method comprises, by the
processing unit, detecting potential rotors associated with
the different dominant periodicity CL and selecting the
potential rotor having a greatest number of rotations as the
detected rotor.

21. The non-transitory computer readable medium of
claim 17, wherein the method comprises, by the processing
unit, determining that a given rotational activation includes
local conduction block when an activation time difference
between two adjacent bipolar EGMs on the circular bipolar
electrode array is greater than a time threshold.

22. The non-transitory computer readable medium of
claim 17, wherein the method comprises, by the processor,
displaying an image with information on the location of the
detected rotor to guide ablation at the location of the heart
when rotor detection occurs at the location.

23. An electronic device detecting a rotor at a location of
a heart that experiences cardiac fibrillation, the electrical
device comprising:

an input for obtaining an electrogram (EGM) dataset,
where the EGM dataset was recorded using a circular
bipolar electrode array positioned at the location of the
heart, the circular bipolar electrode array having a
plurality of bipolar electrodes for simultaneously
recording a plurality of bipolar EGMs for the EGM
dataset for a recording duration;

a rotor detector coupled to the input to receive the EGM
dataset; detect a dominant periodicity Cycle Length
(CL) and identify periodic activations for each bipolar
EGM associated with the dominant periodicity CL;
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track the identified periodic activations across each
bipolar EGM to define rotational activations and deter-
mining when a path taken by the tracked rotational
activations corresponds to a rotational activation pat-
tern of a rotor; and detect the rotor when a number and
completeness of the tracked rotational activations meet
predefined rotor criteria including that the tracked
rotational activations are greater than at least two
complete rotations around the circular bipolar electrode
array and the completeness of the tracked rotational
activations occurs when a time interval spanned by the
rotational activations span across the bipolar EGMs
with a time duration where a proportion of the time
duration relative to the dominant periodicity CL asso-
ciated with the rotor is greater than a periodic activation
duration threshold; and

an output coupled to the processing unit to output when
the rotor is detected and output associated rotor data for
a detected rotor.

24. The device of claim 23, wherein the device further

comprises:

a processor that is configured to display an image with
information on the location of the detected rotor to
guide ablation at the location of the heart when rotor
detection occurs at the location; and

an ablation unit for performing ablation at the location of
the heart where the detected rotor is located and after
ablation the rotor detector is configured to repeat the
acts of obtaining an EGM dataset; detecting a dominant
periodicity CL and identifying periodic activations,
tracking the periodic activations and detecting the rotor
to determine if the ablation was successful.

25. The device of claim 23, wherein the device further
comprises a sensor unit that includes the circular bipolar
electrode array.

26. The device of claim 23, wherein the predefined rotor
criteria further comprises:

the tracked rotational activations cover a curvature thresh-
old around the circular bipolar electrode array without
conduction block.

27. The device of claim 23, wherein the rotor detector is
configured to track the periodic activations across each
bipolar EGM to define rotational activations by:

grouping the EGMs with a similar dominant periodicity
CL into an EGM dataset S1;

verifying that a percentage of EGMs in the EGM dataset
S1 is greater than a periodicity similarity threshold; and

determining which periodic activations in the EGM data-
set S1 are rotor activation candidates based on the
presence of temporal progression of the periodic acti-
vations across adjacent bipoles of a circular electrode
array.

28. The device of claim 23, wherein the device further
comprises a periodicity filter to separate periodic activations
associated with different potential rotors when there are
multiple dominant periodicities and select the potential rotor
having a greatest number of rotations as the detected rotor.

29. The device of claim 23, wherein the rotor detector is
configured to determine that a given rotational activation
includes local conduction block when an activation time
difference between two adjacent bipolar EGMs on the
circular bipolar electrode array is greater than a time thresh-
old.
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