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1
ESTIMATION OF A PHYSIOLOGICAL
PARAMETER USING A NEURAL NETWORK

RELATED APPLICATION

This application claims priority from U.S. Provisional
Application No. 61/053,827, filed, May 16, 2008, which is
hereby incorporated by reference herein in its entirety.

BACKGROUND

In medicine, a plethysmograph is an instrument that mea-
sures physiological parameters, such as variations in the size
of an organ or body part, through an analysis of the blood
passing through or present in the targeted body part, or a
depiction of these variations. An oximeter is an instrument
that determines the oxygen saturation of the blood. One com-
mon type of oximeter is a pulse oximeter, which determines
oxygen saturation by analysis of an optically sensed plethys-
mograph.

A pulse oximeter is a medical device that indirectly mea-
sures the oxygen saturation of a patients blood (as opposed to
measuring oxygen saturation directly by analyzing a blood
sample taken from the patient) and changes in blood volume
in the skin. Ancillary to the blood oxygen saturation measure-
ment, pulse oximeters may also be used to measure the pulse
rate of the patient.

A pulse oximeter may include a light sensor that is placed
at a site on a patient, usually a fingertip, toe, forehead or
earlobe, or in the case of aneonate, across a foot. Light, which
may be produced by a light source integrated into the pulse
oximeter, containing both red and infrared wavelengths is
directed onto the skin of the patient and the light that passes
through the skin is detected by the sensor. The intensity of
light in each wavelength is measured by the sensor over time.
The graph of light intensity versus time is referred to as the
photoplethysmogram (PPG) or, more commonly, simply as
the “pleth.” From the waveform of the PPG, it is possible to
identify the pulse rate of the patient and when each individual
pulse occurs. In addition, by comparing the intensities of two
wavelengths at different points in the pulse cycle, it is possible
to estimate the blood oxygen saturation of hemoglobin in
arterial blood. This relies on the observation that highly oxy-
genated blood will absorb relatively less red light and more
infrared light than blood with lower oxygen saturation.

SUMMARY

This disclosure describes systems and methods for using a
neural network to improve the accuracy of a measured physi-
ological parameter, such as the pulsatile oxygen saturation
(SpO,) measurement generated by a pulse oximeter. As dis-
cussed in greater detail below, the disclosure describes the
training and use of backpropagation neural networks to cal-
culate an improved estimate of a patient’s SpO, or pulse rate,
or the accuracy of the estimate. The backpropagation neural
networks were fully interconnected, with bias, using linear or
logarithmic sigmoid transfer functions, and typically con-
tained 3 or 4 hidden nodes. In the examples, the improved
estimates where obtained by inputting one or more existing
parameter estimates and signal quality metrics into the neural
network.

One aspect of the disclosure is a method for determining
the oxygen saturation of the blood of a patient. The method
includes estimating a physiologic parameter from an elec-
tronic signal, in which the physiological parameter may be
the oxygen saturation estimated from the data supplied by a
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pulse oximetry sensor. The method also includes calculating
one or more signal quality metrics of the electronic signal and
then inputting information into a neural network. The infor-
mation input into the neural networks includes the estimated
physiologic parameter and/or at least one signal quality met-
ric. The neural network then calculates at least one output
datum, wherein the output datum is representative of the
oxygen saturation of the blood of the patient. The output of
the neural network is then received and used as the estimated
value for the oxygen saturation of the blood of the patient.

Another aspect of the disclosure is a pulse oximeter that
incorporates a neural network for the calculation of blood
oxygen saturation. The pulse oximeter includes: a micropro-
cessor capable of calculating an estimated value of oxygen
saturation of a patient’s blood at least in part upon informa-
tion received from a sensor; a neural network module capable
of receiving the estimated value as an input and calculating a
revised value of oxygen saturation of a patient’s blood using
a neural network; and a display capable of displaying the
revised value of the oxygen saturation of the patient’s blood.
The pulse oximeter may further include memory storing at
least one neural network including the neural network used by
the neural network module to calculate the revised value. The
neural network in the pulse oximeter may also be capable of
receiving the estimated value and at least one signal quality
metric.

Inyet another aspect, the disclosure describes a method for
the real-time display of a physiological parameter. The
method includes calculating a first estimated value of the
physiological parameter. The first estimated physiological
parameter is then input into a previously trained neural net-
work to obtain a second estimated value for the physiological
parameter. The second estimated value of the physiological
parameter is then displayed as the current value of the physi-
ological parameter.

These and various other features as well as advantages
which characterize the disclosed systems and methods will be
apparent from a reading of the following detailed description
and a review of the associated drawings. Additional features
of the systems and methods described herein are set forth in
the description which follows, and in part will be apparent
from the description, or may be learned by practice of the
technology. The benefits and features will be realized and
attained by the structure particularly pointed out in the written
description and claims as well as the appended drawings.

It is to be understood that both the foregoing general
description and the following detailed description are exem-
plary and explanatory and are intended to provide further
explanation of the disclosed technology as claimed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The following drawing figures, which form a part of this
application, are illustrative of disclosed technology and are
not meant to limit the scope of the description in any manner,
which scope shall be based on the claims appended hereto.

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a pulse oximetry system.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of the exemplary pulse oximetry
system of FIG. 1 coupled to a patient.

FIG. 3 illustrates an embodiment of a neural network.

FIG. 4 illustrates an embodiment of a method of creating a
neural network for use in estimating physiological param-
eters.

FIG. 5 illustrates an embodiment of a method for estimat-
ing a physiological parameter using a neural network.
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FIG. 6 is a block diagram illustrating some of the compo-
nents of a pulse oximetry system that uses a neural network to
generate a more accurate estimate of the oxygen saturation of
a patient’s blood.

FIGS. 7A and 7B present selected results of the experi-
ments performed.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Challenging monitoring conditions, such as motion or low
perfusion, are known to degrade the accuracy of pulse oxime-
ters. Modern pulse oximetry algorithms contain numerous
signal quality metrics that are used to modify the behavior of
said algorithm in the presence of challenging conditions. This
disclosure describes the training and use of backpropagation
neural networks to calculate an improved estimate of physi-
ological parameters such as a patient’s pulsatile oxygen satu-
ration, pulse rate, or the accuracy of the estimate. The back-
propagation neural nets were fully interconnected, with bias,
using linear or logarithmic sigmoid transfer functions, and
typically contained 3 or 4 hidden nodes in a single hidden
layer. In the examples, the improved estimates where
obtained by inputting one or more existing parameter esti-
mates and signal quality metrics into the neural network.

Although the techniques for calculating physiological
parameters using neural networks introduced above and dis-
cussed in detail below may be implemented for a variety of
medical devices and physiological parameters, the present
disclosure will discuss the implementation of these tech-
niques in a pulse oximeter. Although described in detail in this
context of a pulse oximeter displaying oxygen saturation
measurements, the reader will understand that the systems
and methods described herein may be equally adapted to the
estimation and display of any physiological parameter of any
patient (human or non-human) generated by any monitoring
device, including but not limited to pulse rate, blood pressure,
temperature, cardiac output, respiration parameters, and mea-
sures of blood constituents other than oxygenation.

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an embodiment of a pulse
oximetry system 10. The system 10 includes a sensor 12 and
a pulse oximetry monitor 14. The sensor 12 includes an emit-
ter 16 for emitting light at two or more wavelengths into a
patient’s tissue. A detector 18 is also provided in the sensor 12
for detecting the light originally from the emitter 16 that
emanates from the patient’s tissue after passing through the
tissue. The emitter 16 and detector 18 may be on opposite
sides of a digit such as a finger or toe, in which case the light
that is emanating from the tissue has passed completely
through the digit. In an embodiment, the emitter 16 and detec-
tor 18 may be arranged so that light from the emitter 16
penetrates the tissue and is reflected by the tissue into the
detector 18, such as a sensor designed to obtain pulse oxim-
etry data from a patient’s forehead.

In an embodiment, the sensor may be connected to and
draw its power from the monitor 14 as shown. In another
embodiment, the sensor may be wirelessly connected to the
monitor 14 and include its own battery or similar power
supply (not shown). The monitor 14 may be configured to
calculate physiological parameters based on data received
from the sensor 12 relating to light emission and detection.
Further, the monitor 14 includes a display 20 configured to
display the physiological parameters, other information
about the system, and/or alarm indications. In the embodi-
ment shown, the monitor 14 also includes a speaker 22 to
provide an audible alarm in the event that the patient’s physi-
ological parameters are not within a normal range, as defined
based on patient characteristics.
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In an embodiment, the sensor 12 is communicatively
coupled to the monitor 14 via a cable 24. However, in other
embodiments a wireless transmission device (not shown) or
the like may be utilized instead of or in addition to the cable
24.

Inthe illustrated embodiment the pulse oximetry system 10
also includes a multi-parameter patient monitor 26. The
monitor may be cathode ray tube type, a flat panel display (as
shown) such as a liquid crystal display (LCD) or a plasma
display, or any other type of monitor now known or later
developed. The multi-parameter patient monitor 26 may be
configured to calculate physiological parameters and to pro-
vide a central display 28 for information from the monitor 14
and from other medical monitoring devices or systems (not
shown). For example, the multiparameter patient monitor 26
may be configured to display an estimate of a patient’s blood
oxygen saturation generated by the pulse oximetry monitor
14 (referred to as a “pulsatile oxygen saturation” or “SpO,”
measurement in order distinguish it from a direct measure-
ment of blood oxygen saturation), pulse rate information
from the monitor 14 and blood pressure from a blood pressure
monitor (not shown) on the display 28. Additionally, the
multi-parameter patient monitor 26 may emit a visible or
audible alarm via the display 28 or a speaker 30, respectively,
if the patient’s physiological parameters are found to be out-
side of the normal range.

The monitor 14 may be communicatively coupled to the
multi-parameter patient monitor 26 via a cable 32 or 34
coupled to a sensor input port or a digital communications
port, respectively and/or may communicate wirelessly (not
shown). In addition, the monitor 14 and/or the multi-param-
eter patient monitor 26 may be connected to a network to
enable the sharing of information with servers or other work-
stations (not shown). The monitor 14 may be powered by a
battery (not shown) or by a conventional power source such as
a wall outlet.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of the embodiment of a pulse
oximetry system 10 of FIG. 1 coupled to a patient 40 in
accordance with present embodiments. Specifically, certain
components of the sensor 12 and the monitor 14 are illustrated
in FIG. 2. The sensor 12 includes the emitter 16, the detector
18, and an encoder 42. In the embodiment shown, the emitter
16 is configured to emit at least two wavelengths of light, e.g.,
RED and IR, into a patient’s tissue 40. Hence, the emitter 16
may include a RED light emitting light source such as the
RED light emitting diode (LED) 44 shown and an IR light
emitting light source such as the IR LED 46 shown for emit-
ting light into the patient’s tissue 40 at the wavelengths used
to calculate the patient’s physiological parameters. In certain
embodiments, the RED wavelength may be between about
600 nm and about 700 nm, and the IR wavelength may be
between about 800 nm and about 1000 nm.

It should be understood that, as used herein, the term
“light” may refer to energy produced by radiative sources and
may include one or more of ultrasound, radio, microwave,
millimeter wave, infrared, visible, ultraviolet, gamma ray or
X-ray electromagnetic radiation. As used herein light may
also include any wavelength within the radio, microwave,
infrared, visible, ultraviolet, or X-ray spectra, and that any
suitable wavelength of electromagnetic radiation may be
appropriate for use with the present techniques. Similarly,
detector 18 may be chosen to be specifically sensitive to the
chosen targeted energy spectrum of the light source 16.

In an embodiment, the detector 18 may be configured to
detect the intensity of light at the RED and IR wavelengths. In
operation, light enters the detector 18 after passing through
the patient’s tissue 40. The detector 18 converts the intensity



US 8,457,706 B2

5

of the received light into an electrical signal. The light inten-
sity is directly related to the absorbance and/or reflectance of
light in the tissue 40. That is, when more light at a certain
wavelength is absorbed or reflected, less light of that wave-
length is received from the tissue by the detector 18. After
converting the received light to an electrical signal, the detec-
tor 18 sends the signal to the monitor 14, where physiological
parameters may be calculated based on the absorption of the
RED and IR wavelengths in the patient’s tissue 40. An
example of a device configured to perform such calculations
is the Model N600x pulse oximeter available from Nellcor
Puritan Bennett LLC.

Inan embodiment, the encoder 42 may contain information
about the sensor 12, such as what type of sensor it is (e.g.,
whether the sensor is intended for placement on a forehead or
digit) and the wavelengths of light emitted by the emitter 16.
This information may be used by the monitor 14 to select
appropriate algorithms, lookup tables and/or calibration coef-
ficients stored in the monitor 14 for calculating the patient’s
physiological parameters.

In addition, the encoder 42 may contain information spe-
cific to the patient 40, such as, for example, the patient’s age,
weight, and diagnosis. This information may allow the moni-
tor 14 to determine patient-specific threshold ranges in which
the patient’s physiological parameter measurements should
fall and to enable or disable additional physiological param-
eter algorithms. The encoder 42 may, for instance, be a coded
resistor which stores values corresponding to the type of the
sensor 12, the wavelengths of light emitted by the emitter 16,
and/or the patient’s characteristics. These coded values may
be communicated to the monitor 14, which determines how to
calculate the patient’s physiological parameters and alarm
threshold ranges. In another embodiment the encoder 42 may
include a memory on which one or more of the following
information may be stored for communication to the monitor
14: the type of the sensor 12; the wavelengths of light emitted
by the emitter 16; the proper calibration coefficients and/or
algorithms to be used for calculating the patient’s physiologi-
cal parameters and/or alarm threshold values; the patient
characteristics to be used for calculating the alarm threshold
values; and the patient-specific threshold values to be used for
monitoring the physiological parameters.

In an embodiment, signals from the detector 18 and the
encoder 42 may be transmitted to the monitor 14. In the
embodiment shown, the monitor 14 includes a general-pur-
pose microprocessor 48 connected to an internal bus 50. The
microprocessor 48 is adapted to execute software, which may
include an operating system and one or more applications, as
part of performing the functions described herein. Also con-
nected to the bus 50 are a read-only memory (ROM) 52, a
random access memory (RAM) 54, user inputs 56, the display
20, and the speaker 22.

The RAM 54 and ROM 52 are illustrated by way of
example, and not limitation. Any computer-readable media
may be used in the system for data storage. Computer-read-
able media are capable of storing information that can be
interpreted by the microprocessor 48. This information may
be data or may take the form of computer-executable instruc-
tions, such as software applications, that cause the micropro-
cessor to perform certain functions and/or computer-imple-
mented methods. Depending on the embodiment, such
computer-readable media may comprise computer storage
media and communication media. Computer storage media
includes volatile and non-volatile, removable and non-re-
movable media implemented in any method or technology for
storage of information such as computer-readable instruc-
tions, data structures, program modules or other data. Com-
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puter storage media includes, but is not limited to, RAM,
ROM, EPROM, EEPROM, flash memory or other solid state
memory technology, CD-ROM, DVD, or other optical stor-
age, magnetic cassettes, magnetic tape, magnetic disk storage
or other magnetic storage devices, or any other medium
which can be used to store the desired information and which
can be accessed by components of the system.

In the embodiment shown, a time processing unit (TPU) 58
provides timing control signals to a light drive circuitry 60
which controls when the emitter 16 is illuminated and multi-
plexed timing for the RED LED 44 and the IR LED 46. The
TPU 58 also controls the gating-in of signals from detector 18
through an amplifier 62 and a switching circuit 64. These
signals are sampled at the proper time, depending upon which
light source is illuminated. The received signal from the
detector 18 may be passed through an amplifier 66, a low pass
filter 68, and an analog-to-digital converter 70. The digital
data may then be stored in a queued serial module (QSM) 72
(or buffer) for later downloading to the RAM 54 as the QSM
72 fills up. In one embodiment, there may be multiple sepa-
rate parallel paths having the amplifier 66, the filter 68, and
the A/D converter 70 for multiple light wavelengths or spectra
received.

In an embodiment, the microprocessor 48 may determine
the patient’s physiological parameters, such as SpO, and
pulse rate, using various algorithms and/or look-up tables
based on the value of the received signals and/or data corre-
sponding to the light received by the detector 18. Signals
corresponding to information about the patient 40, and par-
ticularly about the intensity of light emanating from a
patient’s tissue over time, may be transmitted from the
encoder 42 to a decoder 74. These signals may include, for
example, encoded information relating to patient character-
istics. The decoder 74 may translate these signals to enable
the microprocessor to determine the thresholds based on
algorithms or look-up tables stored in the ROM 52. The
encoder 42 may also contain the patient-specific alarm
thresholds, for example, if the alarm values are determined on
a workstation separate from the monitor 14. The user inputs
56 may also be used to enter information about the patient,
such as age, weight, height, diagnosis, medications, treat-
ments, and so forth. In certain embodiments, the display 20
may exhibit a list of values which may generally apply to the
patient, such as, for example, age ranges or medication fami-
lies, which the user may select using the user inputs 56. The
microprocessor 48 may then determine the proper thresholds
using the user input data and algorithms stored in the ROM
52. The patient-specific thresholds may be stored onthe RAM
54 for comparison to measured physiological parameters.

In embodiments of monitoring systems described in this
disclosure, a neural network is used to create a more accurate
estimate of a physiological parameter. In addition, the neural
network may be used to generate an estimate of the accuracy
of said physiologic parameter estimate. For example, in an
embodiment the neural network is used to combine one or
more estimates of a physiologic parameter with one or more
associated signal quality metrics, creating a more accurate
estimate of said physiologic parameter.

It should be noted that, when a neural network is used to
combine two or more input estimates of a physiologic param-
eter, a neural network is not performing a simple selection or
interpolation between the two input parameters. Rather, the
neural network, during the process of training, creates a non-
linear and complex model that generates an output based on
all the inputs.

FIG. 3 illustrates an embodiment of a neural network. The
neural network 300 is represented diagrammatically as a
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series of interconnected nodes. The references 302, 304, 308
designate various network layers, including an input layer
302, an output layer 308 and a hidden layer 304. In FIG. 3
only one hidden layer is represented, but in alternative
embodiments the network may comprise two or more hidden
layers, each having any number of hidden nodes. In the
embodiment shown, the output layer 308 delivers the esti-
mated physiological parameter, in this case SpO,, in an out-
put 312-1. A second output 312-2 is also illustrated, such as
would deliver an estimated accuracy. Depending on the
embodiment, the outputs 312 and inputs 310 may be single
values or may represent ongoing streams of data.

Each layer k comprises a certain number of nodes, which
may alternatively be referred to as synapses. In the embodi-
ment 300 illustrated, there are nl nodes in layer 302, n2 nodes
in layer 304, and 2 nodes in the output layer 308. The input
data (processed data) are introduced into the nodes of the
input layer 302 at the inputs 310 as shown.

To each node of the neural network 300 there corresponds
a function F, which may be a nonlinear activation function
such as a hyperbolic tangent function or a sigmoid function,
as well as an activation level. Moreover, in the embodiment
shown each node i of each layer is linked to the nodes j of the
next layer; and a weighting Pij weights each link between a
node i and a node j. This weighting weights the influence of
the result of each node i in the calculation of the result deliv-
ered by each node j to which it is linked.

The output Sj from a node jis equal to the value of the
activation function Fj applied to the weighted sum, by the
weights Pij of the nodes, of the results Ai of the activation
functions of the nodes i which are connected to it. Stated
otherwise:

Sj=Fj(ZPijx4i)

The network 300 represented in FIG. 3 is an open network.
In a looped network embodiment, one of the output data 312
is reused as input datum 310.

The work entitled “Modelisation, Classification et Com-
mande par Reseaux de Neurones”: Methodologie de Concep-
tion et Illustrations Industrielles” [Modelling, Classification
and Control using Neural Networks Design Methodology and
Industrial Illustrations] by I. Rivals, L. Personnaz, G. Dreyfis,
J. L. Ploix (Les Reseaux de Neurones pour la Modelisation et
la Commande de Procedes [Neural Networks for Process
Modelling and Control], J. P. Corriou, coordinator, Lavoisier
Tee et Doc 1995) gives additional information about neural
networks.

FIG. 3 illustrates just one embodiment of a neural network
300. Alternative embodiments having more or fewer nodes,
more or fewer layers, and in which the network has a different
configuration of nodes or interconnections are also possible
and considered within the scope of this specification.

In order to generate a more accurate output, a neural net-
work 300 may be trained using actual data. In embodiments,
measured data from a physiological parameter monitoring
system are selected and used as inputs to train the neural
network 300. When selecting the data and parameters to use
as inputs, it is preferable to select parameters that are relevant
to the output parameter and nonredundant. Relevance means
that the information contained in each of the input data con-
tributes to the formation of the result (the output parameter).
The mathematical form of this contribution need not be
known in order to obtain this result. Non-redundancy means
that the correlations between the selected inputs are small.

In some instances depending on the parameter being esti-
mated by the neural network 300, it may further be possible to
identify a complete set of inputs 310 for generating the output
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parameter 312. Completeness means that all the information
required to produce a neural network is present in the suite of
data.

The processing of the data with a view to creating a neural
network 300 involves acquiring raw or physical data regard-
ing the parameter to be estimated. This acquisition preferably
covers the entire range of operating conditions over which
one wishes the system to be able to predict.

FIG. 4 illustrates an embodiment of a method of creating a
neural network for use in estimating physiological param-
eters. In the embodiment shown, the method 400 starts with a
data acquisition operation 402. In the operation 402, raw data
are measured from one or more patients for various potential
inputs to the neural network. The data may include raw data
obtained from different kinds of sensors monitoring the
patients. Such data may also include processed data such as
metrics describing one or more parameters of the quality of
the raw data obtained from sensors. Processed data may fur-
ther include estimates of the physiological parameter gener-
ated from the raw sensor data. For example, in a neural net-
work created for use in estimating SpO,, many different
metrics, parameters or data streams may be used, some of
which are presented in TABLE 1 in the Examples.

The data acquisition operation 402 may also include the
acquisition of control data to be used as part of the training of
the neural network. In an embodiment, the control data may
include direct measurements of the physiological
parameter(s) obtained by a different means or different equip-
ment than that from which the inputs to the neural network are
obtained. For example, if the neural network is to predict a
particular physiological parameter from data streams that are
indirectly related to that parameter, the control data may
include direct measurements of the physiological parameter.

Some of the input data are then introduced into a neural
network creation software application in an input operation
404. The software then conducts a training operation 406 in
which the software uses the input data to create the functions
for each of the nodes in the neural network. The control data
is used in the training operation 406 in order to tune the output
of the neural network to the most accurate it can be given the
input data. The training operation 406 may also include a
validation phase (not shown) in which some of the original
data obtained in the data acquisition operation 402 that was
not used to train the neural network is used to validate the
neural network’s performance.

In the embodiment shown, several different neural net-
works may be generated or tested during the training opera-
tion 406. The method 400, therefore, further includes a selec-
tion of the best neural network in a selection operation 408.
The selection may be based on hardware limitations, such as
processor load in performing the neural network analysis on
input data. The selection may also be based on input require-
ments such as balancing performance against cost of gener-
ating the different inputs necessary to obtain the performance.
Other criteria may be further considered when selecting the
final neural network.

After the final neural network is selected, that network is
then incorporated into a monitoring device or devices, such as
the pulse oximetry system described above, in an installation
operation 410. The neural network may consist of a software
routine that can be executed by a general purpose micropro-
cessor or may be a combination of software, firmware and/or
specialized hardware. In any case, the monitoring device is
further provided with the capability to generate the inputs
necessary for the selected neural network. This may include
providing particular sensors or other patient monitoring hard-
ware in order to generate any raw patient data necessary to
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create the inputs for the neural network. In addition, if the
inputs include processed data such as data quality metrics, the
capability for generating these processed data inputs is also
provided in the monitoring device.

FIG. 5 illustrates an embodiment of a method for estimat-
ing a physiological parameter using a neural network. In the
method 500, a trained neural network has been created and
provided in a physiological parameter monitoring system
such as a pulse oximeter.

In the method 500, the system is monitoring a patient and
collecting data from its sensor(s) in a receive data operation
502. In the context of the pulse oximeter described above, the
receive data operation 502 includes receiving at least one
electronic signal from a sensor indicative of the light received
by the detector and processing that signal to generate data that
can be processed by the microprocessor. In an embodiment
the data, or samples thereof, may be temporarily stored in a
bufter to allow multiple analyses of the same data. In addi-
tional, some or all of the data may be retained for some period
of time for subsequent processing at a later time.

In an embodiment, the received data are analyzed to gen-
erate an estimated value of the physiological parameter that is
being measured in the generate estimate operation 504. In the
context of a pulse oximeter, one physiological parameter
estimated is the oxygen saturation of the blood of the patient.
Inan embodiment, the oxygen saturation of the patients blood
is calculated based on the most recent data received from the
sensor in order to provide a current measurement of the oxy-
gen saturation. The estimated value of the oxygen saturation
may be generated by a sophisticated algorithm and may uti-
lize a significant amount of processor cycles and signal pro-
cessing hardware (e.g., filters, amplifiers, high-resolution
digital to analog converters, etc.). In an embodiment, genera-
tion of the estimated value of the oxygen saturation may use
statistical information derived from data in the generation of
the final estimate. An example of generating an estimated
value for oxygen saturation is described in the commonly-
assigned U.S. Pat. No. 6,836,679, titled “Method and appa-
ratus for estimating physiological parameters using model-
based adaptive filtering”. Other methods for generating the
estimated value are known in the art and any suitable method,
now known or later developed, may be used.

In an embodiment, the generate estimate operation 504
may include estimating more than one parameter including
estimating more than one value for the same physiological
parameter. Such additional parameter estimates may be made
from different sources of data, e.g., data from different sen-
sors, or may be calculated from the same data using different
calculation techniques or algorithms.

In an embodiment, in addition to the generation of the
estimated parameter value(s), one or more signal quality met-
rics describing the data are calculated in a calculate metrics
operation 506. In the embodiment shown, the calculate met-
rics operation 506 is performed after the generate estimate
operation 504. In embodiments, the metrics may be calcu-
lated before, concurrently with or as part of the generate
estimate operation 504. Furthermore, the metrics calculated
may or may not be used in the calculation of the estimated
value and may or may not be calculated by the same module,
software application or component of the pulse oximeter that
calculates the estimated value. For example, in an embodi-
ment a single software application may be utilized to calcu-
late all metrics and the physiological parameter. In another
embodiment, separate and independent software modules or
system components may be used to calculate each parameter
and/or metric described herein.
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One metric that may be determined from the data is a single
value representing the accuracy of the estimated value. Accu-
racy is a well known statistical term of art referring how close
an estimated value is likely to be to the actual value based on
the errors and limitations of the measurement process and the
data obtained. Accuracy can be quantified by many different
techniques, including reporting a single value that is a
numerical representation of the accuracy of the estimated
value. For example, the accuracy of an estimated value of
oxygen saturation may be determined by calculating a stan-
dard deviation of the physiological data from which the esti-
mated value is determined; the smaller the standard deviation,
the greater the accuracy of the estimated value. Thus, the
standard deviation itself may be used as a metric representing
the accuracy of the estimated value.

In an embodiment, the accuracy of an estimated value may
be further determined by more complicated calculations
involving a detailed analysis of data received from the sensor.
A number of data characteristics potentially indicative of the
accuracy of pulse oximetry calculations are known to those
skilled in the art. Examples include pulse amplitude, pulse
shape, correlation of the IR and RED photoplethysmograph,
as well as temporal variations in any of these characteristics.
Those skilled in the art of pulse oximeter design will also
recognize that multiple data characteristics may be combined
empirically in order to more accurately reflect the accuracy of
a pulse oximetry system under challenging conditions that
may be created experimentally or encountered in clinical
usage. Those skilled in the art will also recognize that in order
to design such an empirical combination, the accuracy of
oxygen saturation and pulse rate measurements under chal-
lenging conditions may be independently assessed by tech-
niques such as arterial blood sampling, ECO monitoring, or
use of a second pulse oximeter at a different tissue site.

The calculated metrics and estimated parameter(s) are then
input into the neural network in an inputting operation 508.
The neural network then calculates a revised physiological
parameter in calculate revised parameter operation 510. The
calculate revised value operation 510 includes calculating the
revised physiological parameter(s) and any other outputs that
the neural network is designed to generate. For example, as
described above in an embodiment the neural network calcu-
lates and outputs a revised estimate for SpO, and a revised
accuracy for the SpO, estimate.

The output or outputs of the neural network are received in
areceive output operation 512. In an embodiment, the output
revised physiological parameter is received substantially in
real time and therefore can be used in place of the estimated
value used as an input to the neural network.

In the embodiment shown, the revised SpO, and the revised
accuracy for the SpO, estimate are received and used by the
pulse oximetry system as the most accurate and current values
of SpO, and accuracy in a use neural network output opera-
tion 514. Thus, the neural network output may be used in
place of the estimated values obtained in the generate esti-
mate operation 504 and the calculate metric(s) operation 506.
Such uses may include displaying the revised estimate for
SpO, as the current oxygen saturation of the patient’s blood.
Such uses may also include generating an alarm if the output
revised SpO, from the neural network is not within an accept-
able range of oxygen saturation values.

For example, in an embodiment, after the calculations have
been made by the neural network, a display operation may be
performed as part of the use neural network output operation
514. In the display portion of the operation 514, the value of
the SpO, output by the neural network may be displayed to a
user of the pulse oximeter system, such as a doctor, nurse,
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other caregiver, or patient. The display may be numerical,
graphical or a combination of both in nature. For example, in
an embodiment the system generates a graphical user inter-
face (GUI) that is presented on a monitor or other display
device that includes some graphical element such as an arrow
that indicates the estimated value.

In an embodiment, the method 500 is performed continu-
ously, which is illustrated by the flow returning to the receive
data operation 502. That is, data is continually being received,
calculations are made from the most recent data and the
displayed values are continuously updated. Depending on the
implementation, this can be done in a true continuous process
or can be done by periodically repeating the operations in
FIG. 5 for batches of data received and revising the displayed
values after each repetition.

FIG. 6 is a block diagram illustrating some of the compo-
nents of a pulse oximetry system that uses a neural network to
generate a more accurate estimate of the oxygen saturation of
a patient’s blood. In the embodiment shown, the system 600
includes a sensor 602 containing a light emitter 604 and a
light detector 606; and, in a separate housing 628, a micro-
processor 608, a neural network module 610; an oxygen
saturation module 612; an accuracy module 618 and a
memory 614. A display 616 is also provided. The sensor 602
and its components operate as described previously with ref-
erence to FIG. 2.

The memory 614 may include RAM, flash memory or hard
disk data storage devices. The memory stores data, which
may be filtered or unfiltered data, received from the detector
606. The data may be decimated, compressed or otherwise
modified prior to storing in the memory 614 in order to
increase the time over which data may be retained. In addi-
tion, the memory 614 may also store one or more neural
networks 620 (one is shown) for use by the neural network
module 610 when calculating an estimated value of the oxy-
gen saturation of a patient’s blood. In an embodiment, the
stored neural network 620 is a software application that when
executed by the microprocessor 608 performs the functions of
the neural network module 610 as described herein. In
another embodiment the stored neural network 620 repre-
sents only the information necessary for dedicated hardware
or firmware circuit to perform the functions of the neural
network module 610. One skilled in the art will understand
that how the neural network is implemented, i.e., as software,
firmware, hardware or some combination of the three, is
primarily a matter of design choice.

The memory 614 may further store multiple neural net-
works 620 for use under different conditions. For example, in
an embodiment different neural networks may be provided
for use with different sensors, for use when different inputs
are available, for use under different operational conditions
(e.g., when in a high noise environment and a low noise
environment) or for use with different patients or patients
with different characteristics (e.g., one neural network for
trauma patients that are otherwise healthy and one for patients
with chronic ailments that directly implicate the patient’s
blood oxygen saturation).

The oxygen saturation module 612 generates a current
oxygen saturation measurement from the data generated by
the sensor. This data may be received in the form of an
electronic signal from the sensor 602 which may be analog or
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digital in nature. In the embodiment shown, a separate accu-
racy module 618 is also illustrated. The accuracy module 618
is capable of calculating the accuracy of the estimated value
of the oxygen saturation. This accuracy may then be used as
part of the estimation of the oxygen saturation measurement
by the oxygen saturation module 612, as an input to the neural
network or both.

The neural network module 610 receives the inputs for the
neural network, such as the oxygen saturation measurement
from the oxygen saturation module 612 and estimated accu-
racy and calculates the output data. In the embodiment
shown, the outputs of the neural network module include a
revised estimate of the oxygen saturation and a revised accu-
racy for the oxygen saturation. If more than one neural net-
works 620 are available for use by the neural network module
610, it will select the appropriate network 620 based on the
current conditions. In an embodiment, the oxygen saturation
module 612, neural network module 610 and accuracy mod-
ule 618 may each be a dedicated hardware circuit that may
include filters, firmware comprising lookup tables or other
data, and its own processor (not shown) that allow it to gen-
erate the revised oxygen saturation measurement using the
neural network. A “module” as referred to herein is meant to
describe a software, hardware or firmware (or combinations
thereof) system, process or functionality that performs or
facilitates the processes, features and/or functions described
herein (with or without human interaction or augmentation).
In an embodiment, the modules may be implemented as a
single, combined software application or as separate software
applications that are executed, in whole or in part, by the
system microprocessor 608. In yet another embodiment,
functions described herein as being performed by the oxygen
saturation module and modules may be distributed among
hardware, software and firmware throughout the system 600
and its other components.

The display 616 may be any device that is capable of
generating an audible or visual notification. The display need
not be integrated into the other components of the system 600
and could be a wireless device or even a monitor on a general
purpose computing device (not shown) that receives email or
other transmitted notifications from the housing 628.

EXAMPLES

In the following examples, backpropagation neural net-
works were used to calculate an improved estimate of a
patient’s pulsatile oxygen saturation (i.e., SpO,). The back-
propagation neural networks used were fully interconnected,
with bias, using linear or logarithmic sigmoid transfer func-
tions, and typically contained 3 or 4 hidden nodes in a single
hidden layer. In the examples, the improved estimates where
obtained by inputting an existing parameter estimate and
signal quality metrics into the neural network.

The feasibility of the neural network enhancement is dem-
onstrated in the following examples using data from cold-
room motion breathdowns [studies in which volunteers
breathed gas mixtures with reduced oxygen content while
exposed to room temperature that were cold enough to stimu-
late vasoconstriction and thereby reduce blood flow in the
skin] performed by NELLCOR’s clinical studies department.
This data was collected on two motion and two non-motion
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digits using NELLCOR MAX-A sensors, for five different
studies, using 12 volunteers in each study. The true SpO, and
pulse rate were estimated as the mean of the values calculated
from the two non-motion digits by pulse oximetry algorithm
similar to that implemented in the Nellcor N-595 oximeter,
subject to manual review and editing. Backpropagation neu-
ral networks were trained to approximate these estimates of
truth using SpO,, pulse rate, and signal quality metrics
obtained by post-processing data from each individual
motion and non-motion digit. The estimates of truth covered
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the range of 60-100% SpO, and 40-120 beats per minute
(BPM). In total, the training data for these neural networks
comprise data from 240 digits on 39 unique volunteers (some
were in multiple studies). Of these, 120 digits represent vari-
ous degrees of low perfusion, due to the cold room, while the
other 120 digits represent low perfusion in combination with
motion.

The table below lists the parameter estimates and signal
quality metrics that were evaluated as input to the trained
neural nets.

TABLE 1

Signal Quality Metric

Description

Kalman Saturation

Adaptive Comb Filter (ACF) Rate

Kalman Saturation with Kalman Cardiac Gated
Averaging

Pattern Match Rate

Long-Term Pulse Period Variability

ACF Confidence Metric

Pattern Match Rate Confidence Metric

Kalman Saturation Variability (noise) Metric,
without Kalman Cardiac Gated Averaging

Kalman Saturation Variability (noise) Metric,
with Kalman Cardiac Gated Averaging

ACF Signal-to-Noise Metric

ACF Skewness (pulse shape) Metric

Age Metric, Kalman Saturation, without
Kalman Cardiac Gated Averaing

Age (noise) Metric, Kalman Saturation, with
Kalman Cardiac Gated Averaging

Saturation obtained by filtering the measured
pleth using Kalman filter theory. Described in
detail in U.S. Pat. No. 5,853,364.

The pulse rate as determined using an ACF.
Described in detail in U.S. Pat. No. 6,083,172
Saturation value obtained by ensemble
averaging of the pulse oximetry signal
synchronous with the pulse rate tracked by the
ACF (or by ECG if available), where both the
ensemble averaging and saturation calculations
are performed in accordance with Kalman filter
theory. Described in detail in U.S. Pat. No.
6,411,833.

Pulse rate determined by identification and
qualification of individual pulses. Described in
U.S. Pat. No. 6,836,679.

A metric of the beat-to-beat variability of
qualified pulses periods, suitable for detecting
and quantifying arrhythmia. Preferably
calculated with a response time of at least 50
pulses due to the episodic nature of
arthythmias. Preferably corrected for variations
in the mean pulse period, for example by
calculating variability from the logarithms of
the pulse periods.

A metric quantifying the likelihood that the
ACEF rate is within a predetermined accuracy.
Examples described in detail in U.S. Pat. No.
7,302,284

A metric quantifying the likelihood that the
Pattern Match Rate is within a predetermined
accuracy, such as the percentage of recently
detected pulses that were qualified or
disqualified.

An indication of the degree of correlation of the
filtered IR and Red waveforms input to the
Kalman filter for saturation calculationm where
filtering of said waveforms does NOT include
Cariac Gated Averaging..

An indication of the degree of correlation of the
filtered IR and Red waveforms input to the
Kalman filter for saturation calculation, where
filtering of said waveforms includes Cardiac
Gated Averaging.

Ratio of in-band (signal) to out-of-band (noise)
energy from the ACF. A high value indicates
that the pulse is regular and being correctly
tracked by the ACF.

The skewness of the derivative of the
plethysmographic waveform after filtering by
the ACF. Due to the sawtooth shape of an
arterial photoplethysmograph, this derivative
should have a negative value if the ACF is
tracking the pulse rate and the pulse rate is
regular.

A metric indicative of the cumulative response
time of all filtering preceding and including
saturation calculation that is performed without
Cardiac Gated Averaging.

A metric indicative of the cumulative response
time of all filtering preceding and including
saturation calculation that is performed with
the aid of Cardiac Gated Averaging.
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TABLE 1-continued

Signal Quality Metric Description

Mean AC Amplitude Indication of pulse and/or artifact amplitude.
Extremely small or large values may be
indicative of artifact. Described in detail in
U.S. Pat. No. 6,035,223.

Indication of variability in pulse and/or artifact
amplitude. Higher values may be indicative or
artifact or arrhythmia. Described in detail in
U.S. Pat. No. 6,035,223.

Indication of how well correlated the AC
portions of the IR and Red
photoplethysmographs are. Poorer correlation
may be indicative of artifact. Described in
detail in U.S. Pat. No. 6,035,223.

Indication of how variable the IR photocurrent
is. Higher values may be indicative of artifact.
Described in detail in U.S. Pat. No. 6,035,223.
Indication of how rapidly the IR photocurrent is
growing or shrinking over several seconds.
Higher values may be indicative of artifact.
Described in detail in U.S. Pat. No. 6,035,223.
Indication of the shape of the pulsatile
waveform. A negative skewness is typical of an
arterial photoplethysmograph. Described in
detail in U.S. Pat. No. 6,035,223.

Indication of the regularity of the pulsatile
waveform. Described in detail in U.S. Pat. No.
6,035,223.

Described in detail in U.S. Pat. App. Pub. No.
2005/0197579

Ratio of a characteristic frequency of the
current signal to the frequency corresponding
to the pulse-rate estimate..

Ratio of amplitude of current pulse to long-
term average of pulse amplitude. The long-term
average is preferably calculated from the
amplitudes of qualified pulses and averaged
with a response time of at least fifty pulses.
Intensity of light detected by photodetector,
adjusted for intensity of LED. Used to indicate
whether the sensor is applied to an excessively
opaque tissue site.

AC Amplitude Variability

IR/Red Correlation

DC Variability

DC Slope

Skewness (pulse shape) of IR Derivative
Waveform

Maximum Autocorrelation of IR Waveform

Persistent IR-Red Phase Difference

Frequency Ratio

Amplitude Ratio

Low DC Signal

TABLE 2 shows the accuracy of various neural networks ,, metrics exceeded 95% (very few pulses disqualified) AND

trained with combinations of the above signal quality metrics,
and contrasts the accuracy of an algorithm similar to that of
the Nellcor N-595. Neural networks having different outputs
were tested, including outputs of SpO,, pulse rate (in beats
per minute or BPM) and accuracy. Some entries break the
data into “clean” and “noisy” subsets. The “clean” subset
comprised data where the Pattern Match Rate Confidence
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the Kalman Saturation Variability metric with Kalman Car-
diac Gated Averaging was under 3 percent saturation (little or
no noise). The “noisy” subset comprised data that did not
meet the criteria for the “clean” subsystem. The clean and
noisy subsets each represented about 50 percent of the data,
and are typical of the non-motion and motion data respec-
tively.

TABLE 2
Algorithm Outputs Inputs Accuracy (RMSD)
An algorithm SpO, Both Kalman Saturation estimates 7.1% for all data
similar to that of 2.1% for clean data
the Nellcor N-595 9.1% for noisy data
Neural net (4 SpO, Both saturations plus all metrics 3.6% for all data
hidden nodes) 2.1% for clean data
4.7% for noisy data
3.7%-4.0% when
trained on half of
subjects and used to
predict the other
half
Neural net (3 SpO, Kalman Saturation w/ Kalman 3.9%-4.0% for all
hidden nodes) Cardiac Gated Averaging plus one data

metric from:

Pattern Match Rate Confidence
ACF Signal-to-noise

ACF Skewness

Sat Age w/ Cardiac Gated Averaging
Maximum Autocorrelation
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TABLE 2-continued
Algorithm Outputs Inputs Accuracy (RMSD)
Neural net (4 SpO, Kalman Saturation w/ Kalman 3.7% for all data
hidden nodes) Cardiac Gated Averaging plus 3
metrics:
Pattern Match Rate Confidence
Pulse Period Variability
Sat Variability w/ Cardiac Gated
Averaging
Neural net (3 SpO, Both saturation plus all metrics 3.1% for all data
hidden nodes Accuracy
Neural net (3 SpO, Kalman Saturation w/ Kalman 3.4% for all data
hidden nodes) Accuracy  Cardiac Gated Averaging plus 2
metrics:
ACF Skewness
Saturation Age w/ Cardiac Gated
Averaging
An algorithm Pulse Rate Pattern Match Rate and Adaptive 9.3 BPM for all
similar to that of Comb Filter Rate data
the Nellcor N-595 6.2 BPM for clean
data
12.0 BPM for noisy
data
Neural net (4 Pulse Rate Both rates plus all metrics 3.2 BPM forall
hidden nodes) data
0.7 BPM for clean
data
4.4 BPM for noisy
data
Neural net (3 Pulse Rate Both rates plus 2 metrics: 3.4 PM for all data
hidden nodes) Pulse Period Variability
ACF Confidence
Neural net (4 Pulse Rate Both rates plus all metrics 2.7 BPM for all
hidden nodes) Accuracy data
Neural net (3 Pulse Rate Pattern Match Rate plus ACF 3.5 BPM for all
hidden nodes) Accuracy  Skewness Metric data
Neural net (3 Pulse Rate Pattern Match Rate plus 3 metrics 3.2 BPM for all
hidden nodes) Accuracy  selected from: data
Pulse Period Variability
ACF Confidence

Pattern Match Rate Confidence
ACF Signal-to-Noise
ACF Skewness

FIGS. 7A and 7B illustrate a graphical representation of 40 May be made which are well within the scope of the described

selected results of the experiments performed. FIG. 7A shows
the SpO, distribution, for the “noisy” half of the data, of the
N-595 Saturation (line 1 of Table 2) versus the control data
obtained from the non-motion hand. Note the large number of
outlier points where N-595 SpO, estimates were as low as
10%. FIG. 7B shows the SpO, estimated by the neural net-
work using both input saturation plus all metrics (line 2 of
Table 2), with the Y-scale increased relative to FIG. 7A due to
the substantial reduction in outliers and overall improvement
in estimate quality. Each figure contains about 25,000 data
points.

It will be clear that the described systems and methods are
well adapted to attain the ends and advantages mentioned as
well as those inherent therein. Those skilled in the art will
recognize that the methods and systems described within this
specification may be implemented in many different manners
and as such are not to be limited by the foregoing exemplified
embodiments and examples. In other words, functional ele-
ments being performed by a single or multiple components, in
various combinations of hardware and software, and indi-
vidual functions can be distributed among software applica-
tions and even different hardware platforms. In this regard,
any number of the features of the different embodiments
described herein may be combined into one single embodi-
ment and alternate embodiments having fewer than or more
than all of the features herein described are possible.

While various embodiments have been described for pur-
poses of this disclosure, various changes and modifications
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technology. For example, the reader will understand that
alternative signal quality metrics or combining means may be
used in the refinement of an estimated value of a physiologi-
cal parameter and/or the accuracy of the estimated value of
the parameter without departing form the spirit of the disclo-
sure. In addition, a radial basis neural network, fuzzy logic or
an ad hoc rule set could be used. Numerous other changes
may be made which will readily suggest themselves to those
skilled in the art and which are encompassed in the spirit of
the disclosure and as defined in the appended claims.

What is claimed is:
1. A method for determining the oxygen saturation of blood
of a patient comprising:
estimating a physiologic parameter from an electronic sig-
nal;
calculating one or more signal quality metrics of the elec-
tronic signal;
inputting information into a neural network, wherein said
input information includes one or more estimates of the
physiologic parameter and at least one signal quality
metric; and
calculating with the neural network at least one output
datum, wherein the output datum is representative of the
oxygen saturation of the blood of the patient.
2. The method of claim 1 wherein the physiological param-
eter is pulsatile oxygen saturation of the blood of the patient.
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3. The method of claim 1 wherein the input information
comprises:
i) the estimated physiologic parameter;
ii) at least one signal quality metric;
iii) data processed from the estimated physiologic param-
eter; and/or
iv) data processed from the one or more signal quality
metrics.
4. The method of claim 1 further comprising:
displaying the output datum from the neural network on a
display device.
5. The method of claim 1 further comprising:
generating an alarm if the output datum from the neural
network is not within an acceptable range of oxygen
saturation.
6. The method of claim 1 further comprising:
selecting the information to be input into the neural net-
work; and
training the neural network using the selected information.
7. The method of claim 1 wherein the signal quality metrics
comprise a Kalman saturation, an adaptive comb filter (ACF)
rate, a Kalman saturation calculated using Kalman Cardiac
Gated Averaging, a pattern match rate, a long-term pulse
period variability metric, an ACF confidence metric, a pattern
match rate confidence metric, a Kalman saturation variability
metric calculated without Kalman Cardiac Gated Averaging,
a Kalman saturation variability metric calculated using Kal-
man Cardiac Gated Averaging, an ACF signal-to-noise met-
ric, an ACF skewness (pulse shape) metric, an age metric
based on the Kalman saturation calculated without Kalman
Cardiac Gated Averaging, an age metric based on the Kalman
Saturation calculated using Kalman Cardiac Gated Averag-
ing, a mean AC amplitude, an AC amplitude variability met-
ric, aIR/Red light correlation metric, a DC variability metric,
a DC slope, a skewness (pulse shape) metric of IR derivative
waveform, a maximum autocorrelation metric based on an IR
waveform, a persistent IR-Red phase difference metric, a
frequency ratio, an amplitude ratio, and/or a low DC signal
metric.
8. The method of claim 1 further comprising:
selecting the neural network from a set of neural networks
based on current conditions.
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9. The method of claim 8 wherein selecting further com-
prises:

selecting the neural network from the set of neural net-
works based on a current value of one or more of the
calculated signal quality metrics.

10. The method of claim 8 wherein selecting further com-

prises:

selecting the neural network from the set of neural net-
works based on a characteristic of the patient.

11. A pulse oximeter comprising:

a microprocessor configured for calculating an estimated
value of oxygen saturation of a patient’s blood based at
least in part upon an electronic signal received from a
sensor;

a neural network module configured for receiving the esti-
mated value as an input and calculating a revised value
of oxygen saturation of a patient’s blood using a neural
network; and

a display configured for displaying the revised value of the
oxygen saturation of the patient’s blood.

12. The pulse oximeter of claim 11 further comprising:

non-transitory memory configured for storing at least one
neural network including the neural network used by the
neural network module to calculate the revised value.

13. The pulse oximeter of claim 12, wherein the neural
network module is further configured for receiving the esti-
mated value and at least one signal quality metric describing
the electronic signal.

14. The pulse oximeter of claim 12 further comprising:

an accuracy module configured for calculating an accuracy
of the estimated value.

15. The pulse oximeter of claim 14, wherein the neural
network module is further configured for receiving the esti-
mated value and the accuracy.

16. The pulse oximeter of claim 14, wherein the neural
network module is further configured for calculating a revised
accuracy associated with the revised value of the oxygen
saturation of the patient’s blood.

17. The pulse oximeter of claim 11, wherein the neural
network is a backpropagation neural network.

* * % Ed *
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