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HANDHELD SENSOR FOR ACOUSTIC DATA
ACQUISITION

This a non-provisional application claiming the benefit of
provisional application Ser. No. 60/156,725, filed Sep. 30,
1999, incorporating by reference the provisional patent
application, Ser. No. 60/156,601, entitled “A MultiModal
Cardiac Diagnostic Decision Support System for Echocar-
diography Referral,” filed on Sep. 29, 1999. The non-
provisional application entitled “MultiModal Cardiac Diag-
nostic Decision Support System and Method”, claiming the
benefit of the provisional patent application, Ser. No.
60/156,601, is filed concurrently with the present
application, and is incorporated by reference herein.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention is directed to a hand held sensor for
acoustic data acquisition in medical diagnosis, and more
particularly, a sensor having a cursor control for a position-
indicating display.

2. Description of Related Art

The traditional method of acoustic diagnosis in medicine
surrounded the use of stethoscopes, in particular, for the
diagnosis of cardiovascular disease. However, stethoscopes
have limited functionality, both in design and implementa-
tion. The stethoscope itself transfers only a small fraction of
the acoustic signal at the chest surface to the listener’s ears,
and filters the cardiac acoustic signal in the process.

In particular, with respect to auscultation of the heart,
much of the signal energy in many heart sounds is below the
threshold of human hearing. This situation is compounded
by the degradation of the listener’s hearing which can be
associated with, for example, age and/or exposure to exces-
sive noise. Auscultation also relies on correctly determining
which of the primary heart sounds correspond with the
systolic and diastolic phase of the heart, which is made more
difficult when the systolic and diastolic intervals are more
equal, typically at elevated heart rates. Auscultation also
relies on detecting the correct sequence of brief events
occurring close in time, something that is difficult for human
listeners.

Learning auscultation is also difficult because diagnostic
instructional manuals rely on subjective descriptions of heart
sounds, which need practice to appreciate. Furthermore,
following decisions by certain medical coverage providers
not to reimburse for phonocardiography, the practice and
teaching of the clinical skill of auscultation of the heart has
declined among physicians. Recent tests have demonstrated
that physicians can identify, reliably, only a small number of
standard heart sounds and murmurs. Consequently, serious
heart murmurs in many patients go undetected by physi-
cians.

In addition, the decline in auscultation sKills has led to an
over-reliance on echocardiography, resulting in a large num-
ber of unnecessary and expensive diagnostic studies. As a
result, reimbursement for echocardiography has come under
scrutiny by Medicare.

Therefore, a need exists for an acoustic data acquisition
device for use in medical diagnosis.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An apparatus according to an embodiment of the present
invention is provided for sensing acoustic signals. The
apparatus includes a housing having an apertured posterior
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member, a sensing unit extending through the apertured
posterior member for interfacing by contact with a patient,
a cursor control for positioning a cursor on a display, the
display located anteriorially on the housing, a button for
fixing a position of the cursor in the display, indicating the
position on the housing with respect to the patient, and a
circuit for causing the cursor to move about the display in
response to the cursor control, and for transmitting the
acoustic signal.

According to one embodiment of the present invention,
the sensing unit is passive. The sensing unit is mounted to
the pod by a mounting spring for reducing a motion artifact
in the acoustic signal. The cursor control, according to
another embodiment, is a rocker switch having two axes of
motion. The acoustic signal is transmitted by a cable or a
wireless transmitter to a data processing system. The circuit
includes a telemetry circuit for monitoring pod position
relative to the patient and a pre-amplifier circuit for ampli-
fying the acoustic signal.

In another embodiment of the present invention, an appa-
ratus for sensing an acoustic signal is disclosed including a
housing having an apertured posterior member, a sensing
unit for interfacing by contact with a patient and capturing
the acoustic signal, and a telemetry sensor for indicating the
position of the housing with respect to the patient.

The sensing unit is passive. The sensing unit is supported
by a mounting spring according to one embodiment, for
reducing a motion artifact in the acoustic signal. The sensing
unit extends through the apertured posterior member. In
another embodiment the sensing unit is flush mounted in the
housing. The acoustic signal is transmitted by a cable or a
wireless transmitter to a data processing system.

According to yet another embodiment, an apparatus for
generating an electrical signal representative of an acoustic
signal of a cardiovascular system is presented. The apparatus
includes a sensing unit for detecting the acoustic signal and
converting the acoustic signal to the electrical signal, a
preamplifier for amplifying the electrical signal, and a
telemetry unit for transmitting positional data and the elec-
trical signal to a data processing system. The apparatus also
includes a liquid crystal display located anteriorally on a pod
housing the sensor, the preamplifier, and the telemetry unit,
a rocker switch for positioning a cursor in the display,
indicating a position of the sensing unit with respect to a
patient, and a contoured switch for fixing the position of the
cursor on the display. The positioning of the cursor is
converted from an analog position of the rocker switch to a
digital signal by a cursor control circuit.

The sensing unit is supported by a mounting spring for
reducing a motion artifact in the acoustic signal and extends
through the apertured posterior member. In another embodi-
ment of the present invention, the sensing unit is flush
mounted in the housing.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Preferred embodiments of the present invention will be
described below in more detail, with reference to the accom-
panying drawings:

FIG. 1A is a top-down view of an acoustic sensing device
according to one embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 1B is a top-down view of an acoustic sensing device
having an infrared port according to another embodiment of
the present invention; and

FIG. 2 is an exposed side view of an acoustic sensing
device according to yet another embodiment of the present
invention.
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It should be noted that throughout the drawings, like
numbers indicate like elements.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Referring to FIG. 1, a hand-held device, or “pod” 102,
according to one embodiment of the present invention,
incorporates an acoustic sensing element 206 (shown in
FIG. 2) for capturing sound waves, and a position-indicating
display 104 for displaying telemetry data.

The acoustic sensing element 206 extends partially from
an aperture on the bottom of the pod. The sensing element
is spring-mounted 204 in order to apply moderate and
controlled pressure against the chest or back of a patient. The
spring mounting gives the sensing element a measure of
mechanical independence from the sensor pod to reduce
motion artifacts. Alternatively, mounting apparatus such as
rubber mounts, leaf-springs, coil springs, a pivot joint,
fluids, jells, etc., can be used alone or in combination to
support the sensing element. In another embodiment of the
present invention, the sensor is in a static position, flush with
the bottom of the pod, where the pod and sensor form a
continuous surface. Further, an acoustically conductive
lubricating agent may be applied to the skin of the patient to
facilitate acoustic interfacing between the sensor and the
patient.

The pod 102 houses a printed-circuit board 202, sup-
ported by studs 208. Electronics mounted on the printed-
circuit board include preamplifier circuitry, cursor control
circuitry, telemetry circuitry, and/or other circuitry for pro-
cessing signals to/from the sensor 206. In another embodi-
ment of the present invention, the electronics include the
preamplifier circuitry and cursor control circuitry.
Alternatively, the electronics or another control broad can be
located external to the pod 102, connected to the sensor via
a cable 114.

The pod 102 also houses a battery 210 for providing
power to the electronics. The power can also be provided via
the cable 114 connecting the pod 102 to a diagnostic support
or data processing system.

A planar liquid crystal display (LCD) 104 is mounted on
the surface of the pod 102. A rocker switch 106, preferably
with two axes of motion, is flush-mounted on the left side of
the pod 102, and a contoured switch 108 is embedded in the
upper right surface of the pod 102. The rocker switch 106
controls the position of a visible cursor 112 that registers the
sensor position on an outline of the thorax 110, which is
overlaid on the LCD 104. Movement of the rocker switch
106 is translated into movement of the cursor on the LCD
104 by the cursor control circuitry. The contoured switch
108 may be used to signal that the sensor is in the desired
position and that the sensor position is correctly registered
on the LCD 104. Through the use of the LCD 104, rocker
switch 106, and contoured switch 108, the data acquisition
and processing system can acquire positional information.
The positional information preferably includes the position
of the sensor relative to the patient and/or elements of the
patient’s cardiovascular system. One with ordinary skill in
the art would recognize, in light of the present invention, that
other control mechanisms are possible, for example, a
joystick, touch-pad, trackball, or scrolling wheel.

The acoustic signal is pre-amplified by the pre-amplifying
circuitry, while the positional information is processed by
the telemetry circuitry. The amplified acoustic signal and
processed positional information can then be transmitted to
the data processing system either by a cable, or remotely
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using wireless technology. The telemetry circuitry prefer-
ably transmits the acoustic signal and positional data. A
wireless connection using, for example, wireless application
protocol (WAP) or infrared (IR), may be made using a data
transmission device, such as an antenna or IR port 116.
Other transmission protocols are contemplated by the
present invention.

Having described embodiments for a handheld sensor for
acoustic data acquisition, it is noted that modifications and
variations can be made by persons skilled in the art in light
of the above teachings. It is therefore to be understood that
changes may be made in the particular embodiments of the
invention disclosed which are within the scope and spirit of
the invention as defined by the appended claims. Having
thus described the invention with the details and particular-
ity required by the patent laws, what is claimed and desired
protected by Letters Patent is set for in the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. An apparatus for sensing an acoustic signal, compris-
ing:

a housing having an apertured posterior member;

a sensing unit extending through the apertured posterior

member for interfacing by contact with a patient;

a cursor control for positioning a cursor on a display, the
display located anteriorially on the housing;

a button for fixing a position of the cursor in the display,
indicating the position of the housing with respect to
the patient; and

a circuit for causing the cursor to move about the display
in response to the cursor control, and for transmitting
the acoustic signal.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the sensing unit is

passive.

3. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the sensing unit is
mounted to a pod by a mounting spring for reducing a
motion artifact in the acoustic signal.

4. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the cursor control is
a rocker switch having two axes of motion.

5. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the acoustic signal
is transmitted via one of a cable and a wireless transmitter
to a data processing system.

6. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the circuit further
comprises a pre-amplifier circuit for amplifying the acoustic
signal.

7. An apparatus for sensing an acoustic signal comprising:

a housing having an apertured posterior member;

a sensing unit for interfacing by contact with a patient and
capturing the acoustic signal, wherein the sensing unit
is supported by a mounting apparatus for reducing a
motion artifact in the acoustic signal, wherein the
mounting apparatus is connected to the housing; and

a telemetry sensor for indicating a position of the housing
with respect to the patient.

8. The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the sensing unit is

passive.

9. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the sensing unit is
flush mounted with the housing.

10. The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the mounting
apparatus is one of a spring, and a rubber mount.

11. The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the sensing unit
extends through the apertured posterior member.

12. The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the acoustic signal
is transmitted via one of a cable and a wireless transmitter
to a data processing system.

13. An apparatus for generating an electrical signal rep-
resentative of an acoustic signal of a cardiovascular system
comprising:
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a sensing unit for detecting the acoustic signal and con-
verting the acoustic signal to the electrical signal,
wherein the sensing unit is supported by a mounting
apparatus for reducing a motion artifact in the acoustic
signal, wherein the mounting apparatus is connected to
a pod housing;

a preamplifier for amplifying the electrical signal; and

a telemetry unit for transmitting positional data and the
electrical signal to a data processing system.
14. The apparatus of claim 13, further comprising:

a liquid crystal display located anteriorly on the pod
housing the sensor, the pre-amplifier, and the telemetry
unit,

a rocker switch for positioning a cursor in the display,
indicating a position of the sensing unit with respect to
a patient; and

contoured switch for fixing the position of the cursor on
the display.

15. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the positioning of
the cursor is converted from an analog position of the rocker
switch to a digital signal by a cursor control circuit.

16. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the mounting
apparatus is one of a spring, and a rubber mount.

20
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17. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the sensing unit
extends through an apertured posterior member of the pod
housing.

18. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the sensing unit is
flush mounted in the housing.

19. An apparatus for generating an electrical signal rep-
resentative of an acoustic signal of a cardiovascular system
comprising:

a sensing unit for detecting the acoustic signal and con-

verting the acoustic signal to the electrical signal,

a preamplifier for amplifying the electrical signal;

a telemetry unit for transmitting positional data and the
electrical signal to a data processing system;

a liquid crystal display located anteriorally on a pod
housing the sensor, the preamplifier, and the telemetry
unit;

a rocker switch for positioning a cursor in the display,
indicating a position of the sensing unit with respect to
a patient; and

a contoured switch for fixing the position of the cursor on
the display.
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