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(57) ABSTRACT

The invention automatically adjusts the parameters that map
pressures at a monitoring site, such as blood pressures in the
chamber of a heart, to digital values. Adjusting the mapping
parameters keeps the data in range while preserving sensi-
tivity. A histogram of the digital pressure data is generated
and the contents of the lowest and highest bins of the
histogram are checked. Depending on whether the boundary
bins of the histogram are full or empty, the mapping param-
eters are adjusted. A new histogram is generated using
digital values generated with the adjusted mapping param-
eters.
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AUTOMATIC PRESSURE RANGE AND
SENSITIVITY ADJUSTMENT

TECHNICAL FIELD

The invention relates to medical monitoring, and in
particular, to pressure sensing by an implanted medical
device.

BACKGROUND

There are many situations in which a patient requires
long-term monitoring and when it may be desirable to
implant a sensor for monitoring within the body of the
patient. One such monitor is a pressure monitor, which can
measure the pressure at a site in the body, such as a blood
vessel or a chamber of the heart. When implanted in a vessel
or a heart chamber, the sensor responds to changes in blood
pressure at that site. Blood pressure is measured most
conveniently in units of millimeters of mercury (mm Hg) (1
mm Hg=133 Pa).

The implanted pressure sensor is coupled to an implanted
medical device, which receives analog signals from the
sensor and processes the signals. Signals from the implanted
pressure sensor may be affected by the ambient pressure
surrounding the patient. If the patient is riding in an airplane
or riding in an elevator in a tall building, for example, the
ambient pressure around the patient may change. Changes in
the ambient pressure affect the implanted pressure sensor,
and may therefore affect the signals from the pressure
Sensor.

Atypical implanted device that employs a pressure sensor
is not concerned with total pressure, i.e., blood pressure plus
ambient pressure. Rather, the device typically is designed to
monitor blood pressure at the site of the internal sensor. To
provide some compensation for changes in ambient
pressure, some medical devices take additional pressure
measurements with an external pressure sensor. The external
pressure sensor, which may be mounted outside the patient’s
body, responds to changes in ambient pressure, but not to
changes in blood pressure. The blood pressure is a function
of the difference between the signals from the internal and
external pressure sensors.

Although the internal pressure sensor may generate ana-
log pressure signals as a function of the pressure at the
monitoring site, the pressure signals are typically converted
to digital signals, i.e., a set of discrete binary values, for
digital processing. An analog-to-digital (A/D) converter
receives an analog signal, samples the analog signal, and
converts each sample to a discrete binary value. In other
words, the pressure sensor generates a pressure signal as a
function of the pressure at the monitoring site, and the A/D
converter maps the pressure signal to a binary value.

The A/D converter can generate a finite number of binary
values. An 8-bit A/D converter, for example, can generate
256 discrete binary values. The maximum binary value
corresponds to a maximum pressure signal, which in turn
corresponds to a maximum pressure at the monitoring site.
Similarly, the minimum binary value corresponds to a mini-
mum pressure signal, which in turn corresponds to a mini-
mum site pressure. Accordingly, there is a range of pressure
signals, and therefore a range of site pressures, that can be
accurately mapped to the binary values.

In a patient, the actual site pressures are not constrained
to remain between the maximum and minimum monitoring
site pressures. Due to ambient pressure changes or physi-
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ological factors, the pressure sensor may experience a site
pressure that is “out of range,” i.e., greater than the maxi-
mum monitoring site pressure or less than the minimum
monitoring site pressure. In response to an out-of-range
pressure, the pressure sensor generates an analog signal that
is greater than the maximum pressure signal or less than the
minimum pressure signal. An out-of-range pressure cannot
be mapped accurately to a binary value.

For example, the pressure sensor may experience a high
pressure at the monitoring site that exceeds the maximum
site pressure. In response, the pressure signal generates a
pressure signal that exceeds the maximum pressure signal.
The pressure signal is sampled and the data samples are
supplied to the A/D converter. When the A/D converter
receives a data sample that is greater than the maximum
pressure signal, the A/D converter maps the data sample to
a binary value that reflects the maximum pressure signal,
rather than the true value of the data sample. In other words,
the data sample is “clipped” to the maximum binary value.
Similarly, when the A/D converter receives a data sample
that is below the minimum pressure signal, the converter
generates a binary value that reflects the minimum pressure
signal rather than the true value of the data sample.

Because of changes in ambient pressure, pressures sensed
by the internal pressure sensor may be in range at one time
and move out of range at another time. When the pressures
move out of range, some data associated with the measured
pressures may be clipped, and some data reflecting the true
site pressures may be lost. In such a case, the binary values
may not accurately reflect the true blood pressures at the
monitoring site.

To avoid clipping, the implanted device may be pro-
grammed to accommodate an expected range of site pres-
sures. Estimating the expected range of site pressures is
difficult, however, because ambient pressure may depend
upon factors such as the weather, the patient’s altitude and
the patient’s travel habits. Pressures may be in range when
the patient is in one environment, and out of range when the
patient is in another environment.

The risk of clipping can further be reduced by program-
ming the implanted device with a high maximum site
pressure that corresponds to the maximum binary value and
with a low minimum site pressure that corresponds to the
minimum binary value. Programming the device for a high
maximum and a low minimum creates a safety margin. The
price of safety margins, however, is a loss of sensitivity.
Safety margins mean that pressures near the maximum and
minimum site pressures are less likely to be encountered. As
a result, many of the largest and smallest binary values are
less likely to be used, and the digital data is a less precise
representation of the site pressures.

SUMMARY

In general, the invention is directed to a pressure monitor
for use in an implantable medical device that uses automatic
pressure range adjustment to keep data samples within the
range of an A/D converter, and thereby avoid clipping. In
addition, the invention automatically adjusts pressure range
to preserve high sensitivity.

An A/D converter maps signals from a pressure sensor to
binary values, which are supplied to a controller such as a
microprocessor. The controller generates a histogram of the
digital pressure data from the binary values. The histogram
reflects the distribution of the digital pressure data, which in
turn should reflect the distribution of pressures at the moni-
toring site. The histogram is divided into a number of “bins”
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that correspond to a set of pressure values. The contents of
the bins are a function of the pressures at the monitoring site.
The contents of the bins are also a function of the parameters
that define how site pressures are mapped to binary values.
The distribution of digital pressure data in the bins therefore
not only provides useful information about the pressures at
the monitoring site, but also information as to whether there
is a risk of data going out of range. The distribution of
pressure values in the bins further provides information as to
whether there is “unused range,” i.e., a range of binary
values that was not used.

The controller senses the possibility of out-of-range data
or unused range by sensing the contents of the lowest and
highest bins of the histogram. If the lowest bin is full, for
example, that may indicate that data are out of range on the
low side. If there are several bins on the low side that are
empty, however, that may indicate that range on the low side
is not being efficiently utilized. Similar conditions are
checked on the high end of the histogram. When it appears
that data may be out of range or that range is not being used,
the controller adjusts the mapping parameters, with the goal
of generating a new histogram that does not have the same
problems.

One way in which the controller may adjust the histogram
parameters is by controlling the gain and the offset of an
amplifier. Adjusting the gain expands or decreases the range
of pressure signals that are supplied to the A/D converter.
Adjusting the offset moves the range of pressure signals up
or down.

In one embodiment, the invention is directed to a method
comprising mapping a set of blood pressures to a set of
discrete binary values with first mapping parameters. The
first mapping parameters include a maximum binary value
that corresponds to a maximum blood pressure and a mini-
mum binary value that corresponds to a minimum blood
pressure. The method also includes generating a histogram
with the set of discrete binary values and generating second
mapping parameters as a function of the contents of the
lowest bin and the highest bin of the histogram. The second
mapping parameters may be generated by adjusting the gain
and/or offset of an amplifier. The method may further
include mapping a second set of blood pressures to a second
set of discrete binary values with the second mapping
parameters and generating a second histogram with the
second set of discrete binary values.

In another embodiment, the invention is directed to a
computer-readable medium containing instructions that
cause a programmable processor to carry out this method.

In further embodiment, the invention is directed to a
device comprising an amplifier, an analog-to-digital con-
verter and a controller. The amplifier generates pressure
signals as a function of pressure sensed by a pressure sensor
in a body and as a function of mapping parameters, and the
analog-to-digital converter that converts the pressure signals
to a set of discrete binary values. The controller generates a
first histogram as a function of a distribution of a first set of
binary values. The controller also generates second mapping
parameters as a function of the distribution of data in the first
histogram.

In an additional embodiment, the invention presents a
method comprising receiving analog pressure data, mapping
the analog pressure data to discrete binary values with first
mapping parameters, generating a first histogram as a func-
tion of the distribution of the discrete binary values during
a storage interval and, after the storage interval, generating
second mapping parameters as a function of the contents of
the lowest bin and the highest bin of the histogram.
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The invention can provide a number of advantages. For
example, the invention automatically reduces the risk that
data may go out of range and be clipped, by automatically
adjusting the range of the data, thereby automatically cor-
recting for changes in the ambient air pressure experienced
by the patient. The patient’s physician need not program the
device with an expected maximum and minimum pressure
values. In addition, the invention automatically keeps the
data in range with little adverse effect on sensitivity. The
invention also increases sensitivity when unused range is
detected.

The details of one or more embodiments of the invention
are set forth in the accompanying drawings and the descrip-
tion below. Other features, objects, and advantages of the
invention will be apparent from the description and
drawings, and from the claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram of a human body with an implanted
medical device and pressure sensors.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating an exemplary
system that implements the invention.

FIG. 3 is a flow diagram illustrating adjustment to map-
ping parameters, based upon the distribution in a histogram
generated earlier.

FIG. 4 is an exemplary decision matrix that illustrates the
conditions that lead to adjustments of the mapping param-
eters.

FIG. 5A is an exemplary histogram generated as a func-
tion of a set of mapping parameters.

FIG. 5B is an exemplary histogram generated as a func-
tion of a set of adjusted mapping parameters, the mapping
parameters adjusted as a function of the distribution in the
histogram in FIG. SA.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 is a diagram of a body of a patient 10 having an
implanted medical device 12. Coupled to implanted medical
device 12 is a lead 14 that extends into the right ventricle 16
of the heart 18. An implanted pressure sensor 20 disposed in
right ventricle 16 is coupled to lead 14 and responds to
changes in blood pressure in right ventricle 16. The blood
pressure in right ventricle 16 is a function of factors such as
the volume of right ventricle 16, the pressure exerted by the
contraction of heart 18 and the ambient pressure around
patient 10.

Implanted medical device 12 receives analog signals from
implanted pressure sensor 20 via lead 14. The signals are a
function of the pressure sensed by implanted pressure sensor
20 at the monitoring site, 1.e., right ventricle 16.

Patient 10 carries an external pressure sensor 22. FIG. 1
shows external pressure sensor 22 coupled to a belt 24 on the
arm of patient 10, but this is one of many possible sites for
external pressure sensor 22. External pressure sensor 22
responds to changes in ambient pressure, and is unaffected
by blood pressure in right ventricle 16. Implanted medical
device 12 may receive signals from external pressure sensor
22 via communication such as radio frequency telemetry.
Alternatively, implanted medical device 12 need not com-
municate with external pressure sensor 22 in any way.

Implanted medical device 12 includes a digital processor.
The analog signals from implanted pressure sensor 20 are
converted to digital signals for processing. The analog
signals are amplified by an amplifier 32 (shown in FIG. 2)
and are sampled and are mapped to discrete binary values by
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an A/D converter 34 (shown in FIG. 2). Each binary value
corresponds to a pressure signal that in turn corresponds to
a site pressure. A/D converter 34 maps each sample to a
binary value that corresponds most closely to the actual
pressure signal and site pressure reflected by the sample.

The sensitivity of implanted medical device 12 to changes
in pressure is a function of the range of pressures that map
to a single binary value. The smaller the pressure change
represented by consecutive binary values, the more sensitive
implanted medical device 12 is to changes in pressure. For
example, an 8-bit A/D converter may be configured to map
pressures between a minimum site pressure of 760 mm Hg
and a maximum site pressure of 860 mm Hg to discrete
binary values. In this example, a one-bit increase represents
a pressure increase of about 0.4 mm Hg.

In a conventional implanted medical device, there may be
a tradeoff between range and sensitivity. When the number
of possible discrete binary values is fixed, expanding the
range of site pressures that are represented by the binary
values results in a decrease in sensitivity, because a one-bit
change represents a larger pressure change. Similarly,
decreasing the range results in an increase in sensitivity
because a one-bit change represents a smaller pressure
change.

In an illustrative example, an 8-bit A/D converter may be
configured to map pressures between 760 mm Hg and 860
mm Hg to discrete binary values, with a one-bit increase
representing a pressure increase of about 0.4 mm Hg. When
the same 8-bit A/D converter is configured to map pressures
between 746 mm Hg and 874 mm Hg to discrete binary
values, the overall range of site pressures that can be mapped
to binary values expands by 28 mm Hg. The sensitivity,
however, decreases. A one-bit increase represents a pressure
increase of 0.5 mm Hg.

Not all changes to range affect sensitivity. In some
circumstances, a range may be offset without affecting
sensitivity. In an offset, the minimum site pressure and the
maximum site pressure are increased or decreased by the
same amount. For example, a 8-bit A/D converter may be
configured to map pressures between 760 mm Hg and 860
mm Hg to discrete binary values, with a one-bit increase
representing a pressure increase of about 0.4 mm Hg. When
the pressure range is shifted downward to pressures between
740 mm Hg and 840 mm Hg, the range is offset but not
expanded. When the range is offset, sensitivity is not
affected. A one-bit increase still represents a pressure
increase of about 0.4 mm Hg.

Implanted medical device 12 implements techniques for
automatically adjusting mapping parameters in response to
changes in pressure conditions. In particular, implanted
medical device 12 periodically evaluates the digital pressure
data to determine whether pressure data may be going out of
range, and expands and/or offsets the range to avoid having
data go out of range. In addition, implanted medical device
12 determines whether the range can be decreased so that
sensitivity can be enhanced.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of an exemplary system 30 that
implements the invention. Pressure sensor 20 supplies an
analog pressure signal to amplifier 32. The analog pressure
signal is a function of the site pressure, where pressure
sensor 20 is disposed. The analog pressure signal may be, for
example, a voltage signal. Amplifier 32 amplifies the signal
by, for example, amplifying the voltage. Amplifier 32 may
perform other operations such as serving as an anti-aliasing
filter. Amplifier 32 has an adjustable gain and an adjustable
offset. The gain and offset of amplifier 32 are adjustable
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under the control 42 of a controller, which may take the form
of a microprocessor 36. The controller may take other forms,
such as an application-specific integrated circuit (ASIC), a
field programmable gate array (FPGA), or any other circuit
including discrete and/or integrated components and that has
control capabilities.

Amplifier 32 supplies the amplified analog signal to A/D
converter 34. The range of pressure signals supplied to A/D
converter 34 is a function of the gain of amplifier 32 and the
offset of amplifier 32. By adjusting the gain and/or offset of
amplifier 32, microprocessor 36 regulates the mapping
parameters, i.e., the correspondence between site pressures
and binary values. A/D converter 34 samples the pressure
signals from amplifier 32 and converts the samples into
discrete binary values, which are supplied to microprocessor
36. In this way, microprocessor 36, amplifier 32 and A/D
converter 34 cooperate to map the site pressures to binary
values.

The number of possible discrete binary values that can be
generated by A/D converter 34 is fixed. When there is a risk
of data out of range, it is not feasible to increase the number
of binary values that represent the site pressures. As will be
described in more detail below, microprocessor 36 adjusts
the gain and/or the offset of amplifier 32 so that the data
remain in range and so that the digital pressure data gener-
ated by A/D converter 34 accurately reflect the site pressures
sensed with pressure sensor 20.

Microprocessor 36 processes the digital pressure data
according to algorithms embodied as instructions stored in
memory units such as read-only memory (ROM) 38 or
random access memory (RAM) 40. Microprocessor 36 may,
for example, control a therapy delivery system (not shown
in FIG. 2) as a function of the digital pressure data.

Microprocessor 36 may further compile statistical infor-
mation pertaining to the digital pressure data. In one
embodiment, microprocessor 36 generates a histogram of
the digital pressure data. The histogram, which may be
stored in RAM 40, reflects the distribution of pressures
sensed by pressure sensor 20.

The histogram includes a plurality of “bins,” ic., a
plurality of numbers of digital data samples of comparable
magnitude. For example, a histogram that stores the number
of digital values corresponding to pressures between 760
mm Hg and 860 mm Hg may include twenty bins, with each
bin recording the number of data samples that fall in a 5 mm
Hg span. The first bin holds the number of values between
760 mm Hg and 765 mm Hg, while the second bin holds the
number of values between 765 mm Hg and 770 mm Hg, and
so on. More or fewer bins may be used.

The distribution of values in the bins provides useful
information about the pressures in right ventricle 16. Data
accumulates in the histogram over a period of time called a
“storage interval,” which may last a few seconds, a few
hours or a few days. At the end of the storage interval,
microprocessor 36 stores in RAM 40 information about the
distribution of pressures, such as the mean, the standard
deviation, or pressure values at selected percentiles. Micro-
processor 36 may then clear data from the histogram and
begin generating a new histogram.

‘When microprocessor 36 adjusts the mapping parameters,
the new histogram may be different from the preceding
histogram. In particular, the new histogram may record the
distribution of an expanded range of pressure data, or a
reduced range of pressure data, or a range that has been
offset up or down. In general, the adjustments to the map-
ping parameters tend to center the distribution in the
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histogram, and tends to reduce the number of values in the
highest and lowest bins. Microprocessor 36 adjusts the
mapping parameters based upon the distribution of digital
pressure data in the preceding histogram. Microprocessor 36
may make the adjustments to avoid data out of range, to
avoid having unused range, or both.

In one embodiment of the invention, microprocessor 36
senses the possibility of out-of-range data or unused range
by sensing the contents of the boundary bins of the
histogram, i.e., by checking whether the data distribution has
assigned values to the bins that accumulate the lowest values
and the highest values of the histogram. As a result of
checking the bins, microprocessor 36 may automatically
adjust the gain, or the offset, or both of amplifier 32.

FIG. 3 is a flow diagram illustrating techniques for
automatically adjusting the gain, or the offset, or both, in
response to the distribution of values in a histogram. Micro-
processor 36 generates the histogram (50), reflecting the
distribution digital pressure data, which in turn reflects site
pressures sensed by pressure sensor 20 over a storage
interval. The digital pressure data are related to the site
pressures by a set of mapping parameters.

The histogram includes a plurality of bins. Generating the
histogram causes data to accumulate in the bins. When the
storage interval ends and the data have accumulated in the
histogram, microprocessor 36 may periodically store infor-
mation about the distribution of the data (52), such as the
mean, the standard deviation, or values at particular percen-
tiles.

Before beginning a new storage interval, microprocessor
36 determines whether there is a risk of data being out of
range or whether there is unused range. Depending on this
determination, an adjustment to the mapping parameters
may be made. Microprocessor 36 checks the highest and
lowest bins of the histogram (54) and makes a decision as to
whether to adjust the mapping parameters (56) as a function
of the contents of the highest and lowest bins.

FIG. 4 is an exemplary decision matrix that illustrates the
example conditions that lead to adjustments of the mapping
parameters, along with exemplary ways in which the adjust-
ments may be made. Looking at the lowest bins, there are
three possibilities. First, the bin holding the lowest value
may hold a non-zero number (70). When the lowest bin is
non-zero, there is a risk of data going out of range. Although
it is not certain that the data in the histogram are out of range,
or that data to be recorded in the new histogram will go out
of range, there is a risk that data in the new histogram will
go out of range unless an adjustment is made. Accordingly,
microprocessor 36 makes an adjustment to the mapping
parameters by adjusting the gain, the offset, or both of
amplifier 32.

Asecond possibility is that there are N bins on the low end
that are zero (74). N is a programmable integer representing
a number of bins. When N is three, for example, micropro-
cessor 36 checks the three lowest bins to determine whether
those bins are empty. If the three lowest bins are empty, it is
possible that there is range that is not being utilized. In other
words, there is available room in the bins at the low end of
the histogram. The presence of unused range suggests inef-
ficient use of the range, and that there is room to enhance
sensitivity. Accordingly, microprocessor 36 makes an
adjustment to the gain, the offset, or both of amplifier 32, to
utilize the unused range when generating the new histogram.

A third possibility is that the range on the low side of the
histogram is good (72). The lowest bin is zero, so there is no
indication that data are out of range. On the other hand, the
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N lowest bins are not all empty, indicating that low-end
range is being used effectively. Microprocessor 36 may or
may not adjust the gain and the offset of amplifier 32, based
upon the contents of the highest bins.

Like the lowest bins, the highest bins have three possi-
bilities. First, there may be a value in the highest bin (76),
indicating the possibility that data are out of range. Second,
the N highest bins may be unused (80), indicating that there
is range that is not being utilized. Third, the range on the
high side of the histogram is good (78). Depending on the
contents of the high bins and the low bins, microprocessor
36 may make an adjustment to the gain, the offset, or both
of amplifier 32.

When the low bin and the high bin are both non-zero (70,
76), then there is a risk of data going out of range on both
the high and low end. Microprocessor 36 expands the range
by decreasing the gain (82). In general, decreasing the gain
maps the higher site pressures to lower binary values and the
lower site pressures to higher binary values. As a result, a
wider range of pressures can be mapped to the available
binary values. In addition, each bin may store the number of
digital values corresponding to a wider span of pressures.
Decreasing the gain of amplifier 32 also results in a decrease
in sensitivity.

In an illustrative example, a twenty-bin histogram stores
the number of digital values corresponding to site pressures
between 760 mm Hg and 860 mm Hg. Each bin corresponds
to a span of five mm Hg. If both the highest and lowest bin
include non-zero values, microprocessor 36 generates a
control signal 42 that decreases the gain of amplifier 32. As
a result, each bin in the subsequent histogram corresponds to
a greater span, such as six mm Hg instead of five mm Hg.
The decrease in gain decreases sensitivity to changes in
pressure, but increases the range of pressures that can be
stored in the histogram. With each bin in the subsequent
histogram having a span of six mm Hg, for example, the new
histogram can store the number of digital values correspond-
ing to pressures between 750 mm Hg and 870 mm Hg.

When there is unused capacity on both ends of the
histogram (74, 80), the opposite occurs. Microprocessor 36
shrinks the range by increasing the gain (98). As a result,
each bin stores the number of digital values corresponding
to a narrower pressure span.

In some circumstances, there may be a risk of data out of
range at one end of the histogram, but unused capacity on the
other end of the histogram. When there is unused capacity on
the low end but a risk of out-of-range data on the high end
(74, 76), microprocessor 36 generates a control signal 42
that increases the offset of amplifier 32 (86). That is,
microprocessor 36 shifts the range toward the high end.
There is little risk that the shift will cause data to go out of
range on the low end, because at least three bins on the low
end were not used when the previous histogram was gen-
erated.

In similar fashion, microprocessor 36 generates a control
signal 42 to decrease the offset and move the range down
(94) when there is unused capacity on the high end but there
is a risk of out-of-range data on the low end (70, 80).
Adjusting the offset need not involve adjusting the gain.

In another illustrative example, a histogram may store the
number of digital values corresponding to site pressures
between 760 mm Hg and 860 mm Hg. Microprocessor 36,
upon checking the bins, finds that the lowest three bins are
empty but that the highest bin is not. In response, micro-
processor 36 may generate a control signal 42 to increase the
offset (86) by, for example, ten mm Hg. In this way, the new
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histogram may store the number of digital values corre-
sponding to pressures between 770 mm Hg and 870 mm Hg,
and the distribution may be more centered in the histogram.

In some circumstances, the range on one side of the
histogram is good (72, 78), but there may be a risk of
out-of-range data at the other end of the histogram (70, 76),
or there may be unused capacity on the other end of the
histogram (74, 80). In those circumstances, microprocessor
36 generates a control signal 42 that adjusts the gain and the
offset of amplifier 32 (84, 88, 92, 96) for the new histogram.
When the range on both ends of the histogram is good (72,
78), however, no adjustment is needed (90).

The decision matrix shown in FIG. 4 is offered for
purposes of illustration, and the invention is not limited to
the particular matrix shown. In circumstances in which the
range on one side of the histogram is good (72, 78), but
range on the other side is not (70, 74, 76, 80), micropro-
cessor 36 may, for example, generate a control signal 42 that
adjusts only the gain of amplifier 32, without adjusting the
offset in any way.

Microprocessor 36 uses techniques such as the decision
matrix in FIG. 4 to determine whether an adjustment to the
gain or offset or both should be made (56 in FIG. 3) and
makes the adjustment accordingly (58). Microprocessor 36
records the adjustments in RAM 40 (60). The recorded gain
and offset are useful for normalizing stored data (52), such
as the mean, the standard deviation, or values at particular
percentiles.

When the adjustments have been made and the mapping
parameters have been recorded, the histogram data are reset
(62). In other words, the distribution of data in the previous
histogram may be discarded, and a new histogram may be
generated (50). The new histogram is generated using the
new mapping parameters.

FIGS. 5A and 5B illustrate an example of the operation of
the invention. Histogram 110 has been generated according
to a distribution of site pressures sensed by pressure sensor
20. Histogram 110 has twenty bins, and records the distri-
bution of binary values representing pressures between 760
mm Hg and 860 mm Hg. With these mapping parameters,
site pressures below 760 mm Hg or above 860 mm Hg are
out of range. An out-of-range site pressure will result in
clipped digital pressure data.

The bin holding the lowest value 112 holds a non-zero
number, indicating a risk of data out of range. Some data in
lowest bin 112 may represent site pressures below 760 mm
Hg, and these data may have been clipped. On the high end
of the histogram, however, the five highest bins 114 are
empty, indicating that high end range is not being utilized.
The distribution of data in histogram 110, with the distri-
bution disposed toward the low side, may be caused by the
patient being in an environment in which the ambient
pressure is low.

In response to the distribution of values in histogram 110,
microprocessor 36 adjusts the offset of amplifier 32 upward,
thereby mapping all site pressures to higher binary values. In
the example shown in FIG. 5B, microprocessor 36 reduces
the maximum and minimum pressures by 20 mm Hg, so that
subsequent histogram 116 records a distribution of binary
values representing site pressures between 740 mm Hg and
840 mm Hg. Microprocessor 36 does not change the gain.

Subsequent histogram 116, generated with the adjusted
offset, produces the distribution shown in FIG. 5B. The
distribution of subsequent histogram 116 is more centered
than the distribution of previous histogram 110. The two
lowest bins 118 and the two highest bins 120 are both empty,
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indicating that there is no risk of data out of range.
Furthermore, the two unused bins on each end 118, 120
indicate acceptable utilization of the range. For the histo-
gram that succeeds histogram 116, microprocessor 36 will
keep the same mapping parameters, i.e., microprocessor 36
will not change the gain or the offset of amplifier 32.

The invention is capable of a number of advantages.
Microprocessor 36 automatically corrects for risks of out-
of-range data, due to changes in the ambient air pressure
experienced by the patient. As a result, the risk of clipping
data is reduced. In addition, it is unnecessary for the
patient’s physician to precisely set a fixed pressure range for
implanted medical device 12. Consequently, the physician
need not make estimations about factors that might affect the
ambient pressure, such as the patient’s altitude or travel
habits.

Although microprocessor 36 automatically keeps the data
in range, microprocessor 36 does so with little adverse effect
on sensitivity. Furthermore, microprocessor 36 may increase
sensitivity automatically when microprocessor 36 detects
the presence of unused range. Microprocessor 36 automati-
cally adjusts the mapping parameters so that range is used
more efficiently, and in this way, microprocessor 36 main-
tains enhanced sensitivity.

Various embodiments of the invention have been
described. These embodiments are illustrative of the practice
of the invention. Various modifications may be made with-
out departing from the scope of the claims. For example, the
techniques described above adjust the gain and/or the offset
of amplifier 32 while holding the number of histogram bins
constant. The number of bins need not be constant.

The amount of gain adjustment made by microprocessor
36 may be a presclected amount. Alternatively, the amount
of gain adjustment may be a function of the contents of the
boundary bins. For example, the gain may be adjusted by a
large magnitude when a boundary bin has a large number,
and by a small magnitude when the boundary bin has a small
number. Similarly, the offset adjustment may be a prese-
lected amount or a function of the contents of the boundary
bins. The invention encompasses all of these variations.

In addition, the invention may be embodied as a
computer-readable medium comprising instructions that
cause microprocessor 36 to carry out the techniques of the
invention. The computer-readable medium includes physical
media such as ROM 38, or a memory unit such as erasable
programmable read-only memory, or magnetic or optical
storage media. These and other embodiments are within the
scope of the following claims.

‘What is claimed is:

1. A method comprising:

mapping a set of blood pressures to a set of discrete binary

values with first mapping parameters, wherein the first
mapping parameters comprise a maximum binary value
that corresponds to a maximum blood pressure and a
minimum binary value that corresponds to a minimum
blood pressure;

generating a histogram with the set of discrete binary

values where the histogram is compound of a plurality
of bins; and

generating second mapping parameters as a function of

the contents of the lowest bin and the highest bin of the
histogram.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

mapping a second set of blood pressures to a second set

of discrete binary values with the second mapping
parameters; and
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generating a second histogram with the second set of

discrete binary values.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein generating the second
set of mapping parameters comprises changing the gain of
an amplifier.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein increasing the gain of
the amplifier decreases the maximum blood pressure that
corresponds to the maximum binary value and increases the
minimum blood pressure that corresponds to the minimum
binary value.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein generating the second
mapping parameters comprises changing the offset of an
amplifier.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein increasing the offset of
the amplifier decreases the maximum blood pressure that
corresponds to the maximum binary value and decreases the
minimum blood pressure that corresponds to the minimum
binary value.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein generating the second
mapping parameters comprises corresponding the maximum
binary value to a second maximum blood pressure.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein generating the second
mapping parameters comprises corresponding the minimum
binary value to a second minimum blood pressure.

9. The method of claim 1, further comprising generating
the second mapping parameters as a function of the contents
of the N lowest bins, N being an integer greater than one.

10. The method of claim 1, further comprising generating
the second mapping parameters as a function of the contents
of the N highest bins, N being an integer greater than one.

11. The method of claim 1, further comprising storing the
second mapping parameters in memory.

12. A computer-readable medium comprising instructions
for causing a programmable processor to:

map a set of blood pressures to a set of discrete binary
values with a first set of mapping parameters, wherein
the first set of mapping parameters comprises a maxi-
mum binary value that corresponds to a maximum
blood pressure and a minimum binary value that cor-
responds to a minimum blood pressure;

generate a histogram with the set of discrete binary values
where the histogram is compound of a plurality of bins;
and

generate a second mapping parameters as a function of the
contents of the lowest bin and the highest bin of the
histogram.

13. The medium of claim 12, the instructions further

causing the programmable processor to:

map a second set of blood pressures to a second set of
discrete binary values with the second mapping param-
eters; and

generate a second histogram with the second set of

discrete binary values.

14. The medium of claim 12, wherein generating the
second mapping parameters comprises changing the gain of
an amplifier.

15. The medium of claim 14, wherein increasing the gain
of the amplifier decreases the maximum blood pressure that
corresponds to the maximum binary value and increases the
minimum blood pressure that corresponds to the minimum
binary value.

16. The medium of claim 12, wherein generating the
second mapping parameters comprises changing the offset
of an amplifier.

17. The medium of claim 16, wherein increasing the offset
of the amplifier decreases the maximum blood pressure that
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corresponds to the maximum binary value and decreases the
minimum blood pressure that corresponds to the minimum
binary value.

18. The medium of claim 12, wherein generating the
second mapping parameters comprises corresponding the
maximum binary value to a second maximum blood pres-
sure.

19. The medium of claim 12, wherein generating the
second mapping parameters comprises corresponding the
minimum binary value to a second minimum blood pressure.

20. The medium of claim 12, the instructions further
causing the programmable processor to generate the second
mapping parameters as a function of the contents of the N
lowest bins, N being an integer greater than one.

21. The medium of claim 12, the instructions further
causing the programmable processor to generate the second
mapping parameters as a function of the contents of the N
highest bins, N being an integer greater than one.

22. The medium of claim 12, the instructions further
causing the programmable processor to store the second
mapping parameters in memory.

23. A device comprising:

an amplifier that generates pressure signals as a function
of pressure sensed by a pressure sensor in a body, the
amplifier responsive to mapping parameters;

an analog-to-digital converter that converts the pressure
signals to a set of discrete binary values; and

a controller that generates a first histogram as a function
of a distribution of a first set of binary values and first
mapping parameters and that generates second map-
ping parameters as a function of the distribution of data
in the first histogram.

24. The device of claim 23, wherein the controller gen-
erates a second histogram as a function of the distribution of
a second set of binary values and the second mapping
parameters.

25. The device of claim 23, further comprising the pres-
sure Sensor.

26. The device of claim 23, further comprising memory
that stores the first mapping parameters and the second
mapping parameters.

27. The device of claim 23, wherein the controller con-
trols the mapping parameters and wherein controlling the
mapping parameters includes adjusting the gain of the
amplifier.

28. The device of claim 27, wherein the first mapping
parameters comprise a maximum binary value that corre-
sponds to a maximum pressure and a minimum binary value
that corresponds to a minimum pressure, and wherein
increasing the gain of the amplifier decreases the maximum
pressure that corresponds to the maximum binary value and
increases the minimum pressure that corresponds to the
minimum binary value.

29. The device of claim 23, wherein the controller con-
trols the mapping parameters and wherein controlling the
mapping parameters includes adjusting the offset of the
amplifier.

30. The device of claim 29, wherein the first mapping
parameters comprise a maximum binary value that corre-
sponds to a maximum pressure and a minimum binary value
that corresponds to a minimum pressure, and wherein
increasing the offset of the amplifier decreases the maximum
pressure that corresponds to the maximum binary value and
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decreases the minimum pressure that corresponds to the
minimum binary value.

31. The device of claim 23, wherein the controller gen-
erates the second mapping parameters by changing the first
mapping parameters as a function of the contents of the
lowest bin and the highest bin of the first histogram.

32. A method comprising:

receiving analog pressure data;

mapping the analog pressure data to discrete binary values
with first mapping parameters;

generating a first histogram as a function of the distribu-
tion of the discrete binary values during a storage
interval where the histogram is compound of a plurality
of bins; and

after the storage interval, generating second mapping
parameters as a function of the contents of the lowest
bin and the highest bin of the histogram.
33. The method of claim 32, further comprising storing
the second mapping parameters.
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34. The method of claim 32, wherein generating the
second mapping parameters comprises changing the gain of
an amplifier.

35. The method of claim 32, wherein generating the
second mapping parameters comprises changing the offset
of an amplifier.

36. The method of claim 32, further comprising generat-
ing the second mapping parameters as a function of the
contents of the N lowest bins, N being an integer greater than
one.

37. The method of claim 32, further comprising generat-
ing the second mapping parameters as a function of the
contents of the N highest bins, N being an integer greater
than one.

38. The method of claim 32, wherein generating the
second mapping parameters comprises adjusting the first
mapping parameters.
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