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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a control unit
for an EMG controlled ventilator and to an EMG controlled
ventilator comprising a user interface unit and said con-
trol unit.

Background and Related Art

[0002] US 5 671 752 discloses a method and a device
for registering the myoelectrical activity of the diaphragm
by means of an oesophageal catheter having an array
of electrodes. Such a signal from an oesophageal cath-
eter is prone to disturbances from other myoelectrical
signals that are present in the patient’s body. For improv-
ing the signal-to-noise ratio of an such an electromyo-
graphic signal cross-correlation of the signals from the
different electrodes in the catheter is used. Electrode
pairs on opposite sides of the diaphragm but having ap-
proximately the same distance to the diaphragm will pro-
duce signals that are opposite but substantially equal in
magnitude and phase. By subtracting the signals from
one electrode pair from the other the two desired signals
will be added, while the noise components of the two
signals will substantially cancel each other out.
[0003] When a patient is breathing spontaneously but
still needs breathing support the myoelectric signal from
the diaphragm can be used to control the ventilator. US
5 820 560 and US 6 588 423 both disclose methods and
devices for triggering ventilatory support to a patient us-
ing a myoelectrical signal obtained from the diaphragm,
as well as WO99/43374 and WO98/48877.
WO05/048838 discloses how to obtain an EMG signal
from an oesophageal catheter, taking into account the
ECG signal, and in particular handling the fact that the
position of the oesophageal catheter relative to the dia-
phragm may change rapidly.
[0004] A problem when obtaining a myoelectrical sig-
nal from the diaphragm is positioning of the catheter with-
in the patient’s oesophagus. To obtain a proper signal
some of the electrodes should be placed above the dia-
phragm and some below it. There is a possibility that the
catheter will be inserted too far, or not be inserted far
enough. In both cases the catheter will detect a weak
signal or may not capture any signal at all. The catheter
may also capture myoelectrical signals from other mus-
cles instead of, or in addition to, the signal from the dia-
phragm. Hence, it is difficult to obtain an optimal catheter
position and the ventilator may have to work in pneumatic
triggering mode if the signal is too weak.
[0005] Ensuring the correct positioning of the catheter
within the patient is therefore important.
[0006] Also, the diaphragm will move up and down as
the patient breathes, so that the position of the electrodes
relative to the diaphragm will change to a degree that is
dependent on the breathing activity of the patient. Hence,

even if the oesophageal catheter is placed correctly ini-
tially, it may move in such a way that it no longer records
the EMG signal of the diaphragm.
[0007] There is also a risk that the catheter will be
moved inadvertently, to be inserted too far into the patient
or be pulled out from the patient’s oesophagus. There-
fore, the position of the catheter should be monitored
continuously to ensure that a correct signal is obtained
and the operator should be notified of any changes.

Object of the Invention

[0008] It is an object of the invention to monitor the
positioning of an oesophageal catheter used to record a
myoelectric signal from the diaphragm of a patient.

Summary of the Invention

[0009] This object is achieved by a control unit accord-
ing to claim 1 for controlling a ventilator used to provide
EMG controlled ventilation to a patient, which ventilator
comprises a user interface unit comprising a first field for
displaying information related to the EMG controlled ven-
tilation.
[0010] EMG controlled mode should be understood to
mean a support mode in which the ventilation support is
based on the EMG signal from the diaphragm.
[0011] This provides an improved user interface for the
operator of an EMG controlled ventilator, which will en-
able faster and more reliable determination of the correct
position of the oesophageal catheter within the patient.
[0012] In a preferred main embodiment the control unit
is arranged to control the user interface unit to indicate
the position of the catheter in the first field of the user
interface unit in relation to the signal curves. In this case
the position may be indicated by altering the presentation
of the signal curve or curves, for example, the colour or
thickness of the curve or curves, corresponding to the at
least one selected signal. Alternatively, the position may
be shown on the display by means of an indicator be-
tween the signal curves corresponding to the at least one
selected signal.
[0013] Alternatively, the control unit may be arranged
to control the user interface unit to indicate the position
of the catheter by displaying an elongate vertical shape
representing the catheter and indicating on the elongate
vertical shape the position of the diaphragm.
[0014] Hence, the ventilator according to the present
invention comprises an improved user interface for use
in EMG controlled ventilation.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0015] The invention will be described in more detail
in the following, by way of example and with reference
to the appended drawings in which:

Figure 1 illustrates a patient with an oesophageal
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catheter used to control a ventilator
Figure 2 is an overall view of a monitoring screen for
monitoring a ventilator that is controlled by a myoe-
lectrical signal.
Figures 3a and 3b illustrates a first man-machine
interface for presenting the position of the catheter
according to a first embodiment
Figure 4 illustrate a man-machine interface for pre-
senting the position of the catheter according to a
second embodiment
Figures 5a-5d illustrate a first man-machine interface
for presenting the position of the catheter according
to the second embodiment
Figures 6a-6f illustrate a first man-machine interface
for presenting the position of the catheter according
to a third embodiment which is currently the preferred
embodiment

Detailed Description of Embodiments

[0016] Figure 1 is a schematic overview of a patient 1
connected to a ventilator 3 and having an oesophageal
catheter 5 inserted in order to record a myoelectric signal
from the diaphragm. This myoelectric signal is fed to a
control input 7 of the ventilator 3 to control the ventilating
function of the patient 1. The catheter 5 comprises a
number of electrodes, for example, nine electrodes
placed equidistantly in an array along the catheter to pro-
duce 8 subsignals, each subsignal being a difference sig-
nal between two neighbouring electrodes, that is, the sig-
nal from an electrode pair. The subsignals will be proc-
essed in a control unit 9 in the ventilator to produce the
overall signal that can be used to control the ventilator.
To this end the control unit 9 selects the signal or signals
from the electrode pairs that best represent the EMG
signal. How to do this is disclosed in detail in US 5 671
752 and WO2005/048838. The control unit 9 also con-
trols a display unit 11 comprising at least a display screen
for displaying information to an operator of the ventilator
3.
[0017] Typically, the signal used to control the ventila-
tor will be taken from the electrode pairs that are in level
with the diaphragm, since they contain the highest EMG
signal. If the catheter is moved within the patient’s
oesophagus the position of the electrodes relative to the
diaphragm will change. In this case, other electrode pairs
may contain the best EMG signal, in which case the con-
trol signal will be taken from these other electrode pairs.
It is of interest to the operator to know from which elec-
trode pair the control signal is taken, since this reflects
the position of the catheter relative to the diaphragm. This
position may be used as an indicator of whether or not
the catheter is in an appropriate position within the pa-
tient’s oesophagus. For example, if the control signal is
taken from the first electrode pairs, this is an indication
that the catheter is not inserted far enough into the
oesophagus. If, on the other hand, the control signal is
taken from the last electrode pairs, this indicates that the

catheter should be moved to a slightly higher position
within the patient.
[0018] This may be presented to the operator in several
different ways, some of which will be discussed in detail
below.
[0019] Figure 2 illustrates a monitoring screen for mon-
itoring the function of a ventilator according to be used
with the control unit of the present invention. The screen
comprises a menu bar 21 and an information field 23 that
are not important in the context of the invention and will
not be discussed in any detail. The menu bar enables
control of the ventilator and of the different views that can
be presented on the screen. The information field com-
prises ventilator parameters related to, for example, ven-
tilator pressure and volume information, and respiratory
rate.
[0020] The main field 25 may be used to display differ-
ent types of information. During ongoing ventilation,
whether EMG controlled or not, pressure and flow curves
are displayed. The main field of the screen for catheter
positioning according to a first embodiment of the inven-
tion is shown in Figure 3.
[0021] In Figure 3, the main field 25 comprises two
main parts: A lower part of the main field shows the Eadi
signal as a function of time, that is, the signal that is in-
dicative of the electrical activity of the diaphragm, and
that is used to control the breathing support provided by
the ventilator. In Figure 3a the Eadi over one breath is
shown. The part of the signal between positive flank and
the negative flank corresponds to the inspiration phase
and the rest corresponds to the expiration phase. An up-
per part of the main field shows the signals received from
at least some of the electrode pairs. The number of sig-
nals displayed depends on the size and resolution of the
screen, and on what is considered a manageable amount
of information for an operator.
[0022] In Figure 3a, four electrode pair signals are
shown along a time axis. The uppermost signal is taken
from the uppermost electrode pairs, the lowermost signal
is taken from the lowermost electrode pairs and the two
intermediate signals are taken from intermediate elec-
trode pairs of the catheter. At any given time the Eadi
signal will be taken from the electrode pairs determined
to give the best signal. According to a preferred option
the electrode pair used at any given time along the time
axis to generate the control signal for the ventilator is
indicated in the upper part of the main field along the
relevant signal curves. In Figure 3a the indication is made
in the form of a horizontal line in a position corresponding
to the relevant electrode pairs used. As can be seen, in
a position in time corresponding to the beginning of the
inspiration the signal is taken from electrode pairs in the
middle of the catheter. At the end of the inspiratory phase
and until the expiration starts the signal is taken from
electrode pairs in the lower part of the catheter.
[0023] This information may also be included in the
curves themselves, in several different ways. The part of
a particular curve in which this curve forms the basis of
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the control signal may be coloured in a colour that dis-
tinguishes it from the rest of the curves. This colour
should preferably be a colour that is not associated with
any particular signalling function. Therefore, for example,
red and green should be avoided, since they may be
taken to signal that a situation is ok or not ok. Also, the
colour should be clearly distinguishable but not stand out
so much that it takes away attention from other important
information A blue colour called "cornflower blue" has
been found to be suitable, but this is of course only an
example. Instead of using a different colour, the relevant
part of the curve may be drawn in bold, or as a dashed
or dotted line. The way of identifying the curve is not
important as long as it is clearly distinguishable on the
screen. In Figure 3b the relevant part of each curve is
shown in bold.
[0024] Figure 4 shows an alternative display in which,
to the left of the main screen, a vertical field is shown,
comprising vertical line represents the catheter. A sche-
matically drawn head at the top of the vertical line repre-
sents the patient’s head and indicates direction. A dot is
placed on the vertical line in a position representing the
position of the electrode pair from which the control signal
is presently retrieved. A number below the vertical line
indicates the number of the electrode pair. In the example
shown in Figure 4 electrode pair number 3 is currently
used. This is located approximately in the middle of the
catheter and therefore the dot is placed at the centre of
the vertical line.
[0025] Figures 5a - 5d illustrate the same method of
indication as the vertical field in Figure 4, that is, a vertical
line representing the catheter. This indication can also
be used by itself, that is, without the curves shown in the
main field. In Figure 5a, no dot is shown along the vertical
line. Instead, three asterisks are shown below the line,
to indicate that no position of the catheter can be deter-
mined. In Figure 5b electrode pair number 1 is indicated.
Again, there is no dot. Instead there is an arrow pointing
downwards at the bottom of the vertical line, to indicate
that the catheter should be inserted deeper into the
oesophagus to maintain the signal. In Figure 5c the signal
is taken from electrode pair number 4. A dot marks the
part of the vertical line corresponding to the position of
electrode pair number 4 on the catheter. Since this elec-
trode pair is not too close to either end of the catheter,
no arrow is used to indicate a desired movement. In Fig-
ure 5d the signal is taken from electrode pair number 5.
This is the uppermost electrode pair and therefore an
arrow is presented at the top of the vertical line to indicate
that the catheter should be pulled upwards.
[0026] Figures 6a - 6f illustrate an alternative method
to that of Figures 5a - 5d of presenting the position of the
catheter in the patient’s oesophagus. This may be used
alone, or instead of the vertical line in the vertical field of
Figure 4. A slightly wider vertical line represents the cath-
eter. The ends of the vertical line are preferably marked
in a different colour than the rest. The position of the
diaphragm is shown as a curved horizontal line across

the vertical line. In this way, the operator can easily see
when the diaphragm is too close to one end of the cath-
eter so that the catheter position should be adjusted. A
number above the head indicates the number of the elec-
trode pair from which the control signal is retrieved. In
Figure 6a the signal is taken from electrode pair number
1, which means that the lower end of the catheter is lo-
cated near the diaphragm. This can also be seen by the
position of the vertical line relative to the diaphragm. The
line indicating the diaphragm is here drawn across the
end of the vertical line which has a different colour to the
main part of the line. In Figure 6b the signal is taken from
electrode pair number 2, in Figure 6c from electrode pair
number 3 and in Figure 6c from electrode pair number
4. The position of the vertical line relative to the horizontal
line in each case indicates the position of the catheter
relative to the diaphragm. In Figure 6d the signal is taken
from electrode pair number 5, which is the uppermost
electrode pair, and the vertical line representing the cath-
eter is so low in relation to the horizontal line as to indicate
that the diaphragm is now at the upper end of the catheter.
In Figure 6f there is no signal from the catheter, which is
indicated by three asterisks above the head. This indi-
cates that the catheter may be in the wrong position, al-
though there may be other reasons. For example, if the
patient is sedated the signal may be too weak. Hence,
the position of the catheter should be checked to se if it
should be changed in order to pick up an appropriate
EMG signal.
[0027] If appropriate a message may be displayed to
the operator in a suitable field of the screen, for example
"check catheter position" or in which direction the cath-
eter should be moved to reach a better position. This may
be in addition to the information discussed above, or as
an alternative.
[0028] As mentioned above, the type of information
displayed in the main field 25 of the screen may vary with
time depending on the situation. Typically during venti-
lation pressure and/or flow curves may be displayed. The
vertical indicators according to the invention, as shown
in Figures 5a-5d and Figures 6a-6f, may of course be
displayed independently of the type of information dis-
played in the main field. Hence, these vertical embodi-
ments make it possible to indicate the catheter position
even if other information is being displayed in the main
field.

Claims

1. A control unit (9) adapted to control a ventilator used
to provide EMG controlled ventilation to a patient (1),
which ventilator comprises a user interface unit (11)
comprising a first field (25) for displaying information
related to the EMG controlled ventilation, said control
unit being arranged to

- receive a plurality of EMG signals from a
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number of electrode pairs of an oesophageal
catheter (5) inserted into the patient (1),
- select at least one signal of the plurality of sig-
nals that should be used for controlling the ven-
tilator;
characterized in that the control unit is ar-
ranged to cause the user interface unit (11) to
indicate the position of the catheter relative to
the patient’s diaphragm based on the selected
at least one signal by

- causing the user interface unit (11) to dis-
play a number of curves representing at
least some of the signals from the electrode
pairs of the oesophageal catheter (5) in the
first field (25) of the user interface unit (11),
and to indicate the position of the catheter
(5) in the first field (25) of the user interface
unit (11) in relation to the signal curves, or
- causing the user interface unit (11) to in-
dicate the position of the catheter (5) by dis-
playing an elongate vertical shape repre-
senting the catheter and indicating on the
elongate vertical shape the position of the
diaphragm.

2. A control unit (9) according to claim 1, wherein the
control unit is arranged to cause the user interface
unit (11) to indicate the position of the catheter rel-
ative to the patient’s diaphragm based on the select-
ed at least one signal by

- causing the user interface unit (11) to display
a number of curves representing at least some
of the signals from the electrode pairs of the
oesophageal catheter (5) in the first field (25) of
the user interface unit (11), and to indicate the
position of the catheter (5) in the first field (25)
of the user interface unit (11) in relation to the
signal curves, and
- causing the user interface unit (11) to indicate
the position of the catheter (5) by displaying an
elongate vertical shape representing the cathe-
ter and indicating on the elongate vertical shape
the position of the diaphragm.

3. A control unit according to claim 1 or 2, arranged to
cause the user interface unit (11) to indicate the po-
sition by altering the presentation of the signal curve
or curves, for example, the colour or thickness of the
curve or curves, corresponding to the at least one
selected signal.

4. A control unit according to claim 1 or 2, arranged to
cause the user interface unit (11) to indicate the po-
sition by displaying an indicator between the signal
curves corresponding to the at least one selected
signal.

5. A control unit according to any of claim 1 to 4, ar-
ranged to cause the user interface unit (11) to indi-
cate in relation to the elongate vertical shape wheth-
er the catheter should be moved up or down in rela-
tion to the patient.

6. A ventilator adapted to provide EMG controlled ven-
tilation to a patient (1), comprising a user interface
unit (11) comprising a first field (25) for displaying
information related to the EMG controlled ventilation,
and a control unit according to any of the previous
claims.

Patentansprüche

1. Steuereinheit (9), die dazu angepasst ist, ein Beat-
mungsgerät zu steuern, das dazu verwendet wird,
einem Patienten (1) EMG-gesteuerte Beatmung be-
reitzustellen, wobei das Beatmungsgerät eine Be-
nutzerschnittstelleneinheit (11) umfasst, die ein ers-
tes Feld (25) zum Anzeigen von Informationen be-
züglich der EMG-gesteuerten Beatmung umfasst,
wobei die Steuereinheit eingerichtet ist zum

- Empfangen einer Mehrzahl von EMG-Signalen
von mehreren Elektrodenpaaren eines in den
Patienten (1) eingeführten Ösophaguskatheters
(5),
- Auswählen mindestens eines Signals der
Mehrzahl von Signalen, das zum Steuern des
Beatmungsgeräts verwendet werden sollte;
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die Steuerein-
heit dazu eingerichtet ist, die Benutzerschnitt-
stelleneinheit (11) zu veranlassen, die Position
des Katheters relativ zum Zwerchfell des Pati-
enten basierend auf dem ausgewählten mindes-
tens einen Signal anzuzeigen, indem

- die Benutzerschnittstelleneinheit (11) ver-
anlasst wird, eine Anzahl von Kurven, die
wenigstens einige der Signale von den
Elektrodenpaaren des Ösophaguskathe-
ters (5) darstellen, in dem ersten Feld (25)
der Benutzerschnittstelleneinheit (11) an-
zuzeigen und die Position des Katheters (5)
in dem ersten Feld (25) der Benutzerschnitt-
stelleneinheit (11) in Bezug auf die Signal-
kurven anzuzeigen, oder
- die Benutzerschnittstelleneinheit (11) ver-
anlasst wird, die Position des Katheters (5)
durch Anzeigen einer länglichen vertikalen
Form, die den Katheter darstellt, und Anzei-
gen der Position des Zwerchfells auf der
länglichen vertikalen Form anzuzeigen.

2. Steuereinheit (9) nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Steu-
ereinheit dazu eingerichtet ist, die Benutzerschnitt-
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stelleneinheit (11) zu veranlassen, die Position des
Katheters relativ zum Zwerchfell des Patienten ba-
sierend auf dem ausgewählten mindestens einen Si-
gnals anzuzeigen, indem

- die Benutzerschnittstelleneinheit (11) veran-
lasst wird, eine Anzahl von Kurven, die wenigs-
tens einige der Signale von den Elektrodenpaa-
ren des Ösophaguskatheters (5) darstellen, in
dem ersten Feld (25) der Benutzerschnittstel-
leneinheit (11) anzuzeigen und die Position des
Katheters (5) in dem ersten Feld (25) der Benut-
zerschnittstelleneinheit (11) in Bezug auf die Si-
gnalkurven anzuzeigen, und
- die Benutzerschnittstelleneinheit (11) veran-
lasst wird, die Position des Katheters (5) durch
Anzeigen einer länglichen vertikalen Form, die
den Katheter darstellt, und Anzeigen der Posi-
tion des Zwerchfells auf der länglichen vertika-
len Form anzuzeigen.

3. Steuereinheit nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, die dazu ein-
gerichtet ist, die Benutzerschnittstelleneinheit (11)
zu veranlassen, die Position durch Ändern der Dar-
stellung der Signalkurve oder -kurven, beispielswei-
se der Farbe oder Dicke der Kurve oder Kurven, die
dem mindestens einen ausgewählten Signal ent-
sprechen, anzuzeigen.

4. Steuereinheit nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, die dazu ein-
gerichtet ist, die Benutzerschnittstelleneinheit (11)
zu veranlassen, die Position durch Anzeigen eines
Indikators zwischen den Signalkurven, die dem min-
destens einen ausgewählten Signal entsprechen,
anzuzeigen.

5. Steuereinheit nach einem von Anspruch 1 bis 4, die
dazu eingerichtet ist, die Benutzerschnittstellenein-
heit (11) zu veranlassen, in Bezug auf die längliche
vertikale Form anzuzeigen, ob der Katheter in Bezug
auf den Patienten nach oben oder unten bewegt wer-
den sollte.

6. Beatmungsgerät, das dazu angepasst ist, einem Pa-
tienten (1) EMG-gesteuerte Beatmung bereitzustel-
len, umfassend eine Benutzerschnittstelleneinheit
(11), umfassend ein erstes Feld (25) zum Anzeigen
von Informationen in Bezug auf die EMG-gesteuerte
Beatmung, und eine Steuereinheit nach einem der
vorstehenden Ansprüche.

Revendications

1. Unité de commande (9) conçue pour commander un
ventilateur utilisé pour fournir une ventilation com-
mandée par EMG à un patient (1), lequel ventilateur
comprend une unité d’interface utilisateur (11) com-

prenant un premier champ (25) pour afficher des in-
formations relatives à la ventilation commandée par
EMG, ladite unité de commande étant conçue pour

- recevoir une pluralité de signaux EMG à partir
d’un certain nombre de paires d’électrodes d’un
cathéter oesophagien (5) inséré dans le patient
(1),
- choisir au moins un signal parmi la pluralité de
signaux qui doit être utilisé pour commander le
ventilateur ;
caractérisée en ce que l’unité de commande
est conçue pour que l’unité d’interface utilisateur
(11) indique la position du cathéter par rapport
au diaphragme du patient sur la base dudit au
moins un signal choisi

- en ce qu’on provoque l’affichage, par l’uni-
té d’interface utilisateur (11), d’un certain
nombre de courbes représentant au moins
certains parmi les signaux provenant des
paires d’électrodes du cathéter oesopha-
gien (5) dans le premier champ (25) de l’uni-
té d’interface utilisateur (11) et l’indication
de la position du cathéter (5) dans le premier
champ (25) de l’unité d’interface utilisateur
(11) par rapport aux courbes de signal ou
- en ce qu’on provoque l’indication, par
l’unité d’interface utilisateur (11), de la po-
sition du cathéter (5) par l’affichage d’une
forme verticale allongée représentant le ca-
théter et par l’indication, sur la forme verti-
cale allongée, de la position du diaphragme.

2. Unité de commande (9) selon la revendication 1,
l’unité de commande étant conçue pour provoquer
l’indication, par l’unité d’interface utilisateur (11), de
la position du cathéter par rapport au diaphragme
du patient sur la base dudit au moins un signal choisi

- en ce qu’on provoque l’affichage, par l’unité
d’interface utilisateur (11), d’un certain nombre
de courbes représentant au moins certains par-
mi les signaux provenant des paires d’électro-
des du cathéter oesophagien (5) dans le premier
champ (25) de l’unité d’interface utilisateur (11)
et l’indication de la position du cathéter (5) dans
le premier champ (25) de l’unité d’interface uti-
lisateur (11) par rapport aux courbes de signal et
- en ce qu’on provoque l’indication, par l’unité
d’interface utilisateur (11), de la position du ca-
théter (5) par l’affichage d’une forme verticale
allongée représentant le cathéter et par l’indica-
tion, sur la forme verticale allongée, de la posi-
tion du diaphragme.

3. Unité de commande selon la revendication 1 ou 2,
conçue pour provoquer l’indication, par l’unité d’in-

9 10 



EP 2 148 712 B1

7

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

terface utilisateur (11), de la position par modification
de la présentation de la/des courbe(s) de signal, par
exemple la couleur ou l’épaisseur de la/des cour-
be(s), correspondant audit au moins un signal choisi.

4. Unité de commande selon la revendication 1 ou 2,
conçue pour provoquer l’indication, par l’unité d’in-
terface utilisateur (11), de la position par affichage
d’un indicateur entre les courbes de signal corres-
pondant audit au moins un signal choisi.

5. Unité de commande selon l’une quelconque des re-
vendications 1 à 4, conçue pour provoquer l’indica-
tion, par l’unité d’interface utilisateur (11), par rapport
à la forme verticale allongée, du fait que le cathéter
doit être déplacé vers le haut ou vers le bas par rap-
port au patient.

6. Ventilateur conçu pour fournir une ventilation com-
mandée par EMG à un patient (1), comprenant une
unité d’interface utilisateur (11) comprenant un pre-
mier champ (25) pour l’affichage d’informations re-
latives à la ventilation commandée par EMG et une
unité de commande selon l’une quelconque des re-
vendications précédentes.
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