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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a fetal move-
ment monitoring system for monitoring fetal movements
inside a pregnant mother’s body, and a fetal movement
information collecting device which is able to correctly
grasp whether a fetus is growing smoothly and is useful
for early detecting the risk of death of a fetus in the uterus.

Background Art

[0002] Up to now, methods and devices for detecting
fetal movement frequencies are known which detect the
number of fetal movements in a fixed time period in order
to grasp whether a fetus in the uterus of the mother’s
body is growing smoothly.
[0003] As such methods and devices for detecting fetal
movement frequencies, various kinds of methods and
devices have been proposed and implemented which are
configured so that the mother pushes a button when feel-
ing a fetal movement or so that a fetal movement sensor
for detecting fetal movements is attached on the mother’s
abdomen in order to determine whether there is a fetal
movement on the basis of the output signal from the fetal
movement sensor.
[0004] For example, in Japanese Unexamined Patent
Publication No.11-89832 (Patent Document 1), a fetal
movement measuring instrument is disclosed which is
configured so that fetal movements are detected using
a thin-film piezoelectric sensor, and it is determined that
the fetus is healthy if a predetermined number (10) or
more of fetal movements are detected within a fixed pe-
riod of time (two hours) or it is determined that the fetus
is in a dangerous condition if the number of fetal move-
ments in a fixed period of time (8 hours) is less than a
predetermined number (10).
[0005] However, there are differences among fetuses,
and fetal movements include those which occur two or
more times in a fixed cycle such as "hiccups", those which
occurs singly such as "kicks" or "rolls", and the like, so
that detecting only fetal movement frequencies as de-
scribed above is not sufficient for determining the state
of health of the fetus.
[0006] Furthermore, no movement a fetus gives in a
fixed period of time can not necessarily decide that the
fetus is in a dangerous condition. For example, "Hideki
Kawaguchi, et. al., "Fetal Asphyxia and Its Countermeas-
ure", Sanfujinkairyo (in Japanese), 1999 Supplement.
(Vol. 78), pp. 224-228 " (Non-patent Document 1) shows
data indicating that a healthy fetus gave continuously no
movement for a time as long as 75 minutes.
[0007] In addition, high sensitivity employed for detect-
ing movements of a fetus in the uterus of the mother’s
body by signals from the mother’s abdomen, catches a
signal from the mother by her movement such as breath
to count as one component of fetal movement, thereby

to count a number beyond real fetal movements, resulting
in a risk of missing that the fetus has a reduced number
in fetal movement.
[0008] Patent Document 1: Japanese Unexamined
Patent Publication No. 11-89832
Non-patent Document 1: Hideki Kawaguchi, et. al., "Fetal
Asphyxia and Its Countermeasure", Sanfujinkairyo (in
Japanese), 1999 Supplement. (Vol. 78), pp. 224-228
US 5 817 035 discloses a fetal monitor adapted to report
fetal activity according to the prior art.

Disclosure of the Invention

Problems to be solved by the Invention

[0009] The Patent Document 1 describes that the com-
ponents of breath of the mother is subtracted from the
output of the fetal movement sensor by inverted filtration
based on a multidimensional autoregressive (AR) model.
However, the AR model is effective on a regular signal,
but is not able to address movements such as breaths
of the mother which vary to a large degree depending on
the physical condition and/or mental state of the mother
or whether the mother is sleeping or awake, and may
therefore make an erroneous determination due to any
movement of the mother’s body.
[0010] Such a method of grasping the state of health
of a fetus by only fetal movement frequencies is not able
to address individual fetuses, and may give the contrary
effect. Thus, it is necessary to determine the state of
health of a fetus on the basis of more detail information
related to fetal movements.
[0011] In order to obtain more detail information related
to fetal movements, a system can be considered which
continuously collects the output signal of a sensor for
detecting fetal movements over a long time, and bases
on the collected data to determine the state of health of
a fetus. However, such a system needs a significantly
large capacity memory for storing continuous data over
a long time, so that even if the system is applicable to a
pregnant woman in a hospital, it is difficult to realize as
a system which can be personally used at home.
[0012] Furthermore, methods of extracting and cance-
ling components such as movements of the mother’s
body included in the output signal of a sensor for detect-
ing fetal movements are lacking in reliability, and have a
risk of inviting error to delay the detection of an abnormal
state of a fetus.
[0013] In hospitals, the image of a fetus in the uterus
of the mother’s body is generally monitored by an ultra-
sonic wave echo device. But, because this type of device
is a so-called active sensor type which applies an ultra-
sonic wave to a fetus in the uterus of the mother’s body
and receives its reflected wave, it is undesirable to use
this type of device for monitoring fetal movements over
a long time in consideration of an influence to the fetus.
Furthermore, there is a problem that an ultrasonic wave
echo device is configured to be used by a specialist such
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as a doctor or midwife, and can not be used easily by a
pregnant woman herself at home.
[0014] It is therefore an object of the present invention
to provide a fetal movement monitoring system and a
fetal movement information collecting device which may
be used in the fetal movement monitoring system, which
are proposed to solve the problems of the prior art de-
scribed above and are able to be used easily at home
and collect and analyze correctly detail information about
fetal movements over a long time.

Means for solving the Problems

[0015] In order to achieve the above object, a fetal
movement information collecting device as claimed in
Claim 1 of the present invention is provided Further ad-
vantageous embodiments are defined on the dependant
claims.
[0016] A fetal movement monitoring system illustrative
examples are : wherein the analyzing device comprises:
a display; and a signal waveform reproducing means
which bases on waveform information and time informa-
tion stored in the storage medium to reproduce a signal
waveform which is continuous during a predetermined
period of time, and displays the reproduced signal wave-
form on the display.
[0017] A fetal movement monitoring system wherein
the analyzing device comprises a fetal movement type
determining means which bases on waveform informa-
tion of the output signal from the fetal movement sensor
stored in the storage medium to determine fetal move-
ment type.
[0018] An example of a program for fetal movement
monitoring is described which comprises: a first step of
receiving fetal movement waveform information corre-
sponding to the output signal of a passive fetal movement
sensor which is placed on the abdomen of a mother and
detects the movement of a fetus in the uterus of the moth-
er’s body and receiving time information corresponding
to the output signal; a second step of displaying the re-
ceived fetal movement waveform information and time
information on a display; a third step of comparing fetal
movement patterns indicating fetal movement types
stored in advance with waveform information in a prede-
termined period of time of the received fetal movement
waveform information to determine fetal movement types
in the period; and a fourth step of comparing reference
patterns, which are criteria for determining the state of
health of a fetus and have been stored in advance in
correspondence with the number of days in pregnancy,
with the received fetal movement waveform information
and time information to determine the state of health of
the fetus.
[0019] A fetal movement monitoring system wherein
the fetal movement type determining means obtains a
spectral distribution of waveform information of the output
signal from the fetal movement sensor and compares the
spectral distribution with reference spectral distributions

of fetal movements to determine a fetal movement.
[0020] A fetal movement monitoring system wherein
the analyzing device comprises: an occurrence pattern
producing means which bases on the result of determi-
nation of the fetal movement type determining means to
produce occurrence patterns of fetal movement types in
a fixed period of time; and a determining means which
stores in advance reference patterns which are criteria
for determining the state of health of a fetus and com-
pares occurrence patterns produced by the occurrence
pattern producing means with the reference patterns to
determine the state of health of a fetus.
[0021] A fetal movement monitoring system wherein
the fetal movement monitoring system further comprises
a mother’s movement sensor to detect biological infor-
mation of a mother’s body; the storage control means is
configured so as to store, in the storage medium, wave-
form information of signals outputted from the mother’s
movement sensor for a period from the time when the
output signal from the fetal movement sensor reaches a
level to exceed the threshold value until the predeter-
mined period of time elapses along with waveform infor-
mation of the output signal from the fetal movement sen-
sor, and the analyzing device comprises a fetal move-
ment information extracting means for extracting infor-
mation which depends on only fetal movements, which
have not influenced by the movement of the mother’s
body, from information stored in the storage medium; and
analyzes the information extracted by the fetal movement
information extracting means.
[0022] A fetal movement information collecting device
comprising a passive fetal movement sensor which is
placed on the abdomen of a mother to detect the move-
ment of a fetus in the uterus of the mother’s body; a timer
for outputting time information; a storage medium for stor-
ing information; and a storage control means which re-
ceives the output signal from the fetal movement sensor
and stores, in the storage medium, waveform information
of the output signal obtained for a period from the time
when the output signal reaches a level to exceed the
threshold value until the predetermined period of time
elapses along with time information at the time.
[0023] A fetal movement information collecting device
wherein the fetal movement monitoring system further
comprises a mother’s movement sensor to detect bio-
logical information of a mother’s body, and the storage
control means is configured so as to store, in the storage
medium, waveform information of signals outputted from
the mother’s movement sensor for a period from the time
when the output signal from the fetal movement sensor
reaches a level to exceed the threshold value until the
predetermined period of time elapses along with wave-
form information of the output signal of the fetal move-
ment sensor.
[0024] A simplified fetal movement monitoring system
comprising: a passive fetal movement sensor which is
placed on the abdomen of a mother to detect the move-
ment of a fetus in the uterus of the mother’s body; an
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amplifier for amplifying the output signal from the fetal
movement sensor; a plurality of filters which classify fetal
movement signals amplified by the amplifier according
to fetal movement types and extract the fetal movement
signals; a plurality of signal modulators which correspond
to the filters and modulate the output signals from the
filters individually to generate different output signals for
display; and an indicator for clearly indicating fetal move-
ment types on the basis of output signals for indication
obtained by the modulators.
[0025] A simplified fetal movement monitoring system
wherein the indicator is configured to indicate fetal move-
ment types through their respective different colors,
tones, melody sounds, liquid crystal screen messages,
or the like.
[0026] A fetal movement monitoring system compris-
ing fetal movement information collecting means and a
simplified fetal movement monitoring system combined
with each other, wherein: the fetal movement information
collecting means comprises a passive fetal movement
sensor which is placed on the abdomen of a mother to
detect the movement of a fetus in the uterus of the moth-
er’s body, a timer for outputting time information, a stor-
age medium for storing information, and a storage control
means which receives the output signal from the fetal
movement sensor and stores waveform information of
the output signal obtained for a period from the time when
the output signal reaches a level to exceed the threshold
value until the predetermined period of time elapses
along with time information corresponding to the output
signal; and the simplified fetal movement monitoring sys-
tem comprises an amplifier for amplifying the output sig-
nal from the fetal movement sensor, a plurality of filters
which classify fetal movement signals amplified by the
amplifier according to fetal movement types and extract
the fetal movement signals, a plurality of signal modula-
tors which correspond to the filters and modulate the out-
put signals from the filters individually to generate differ-
ent output signals for display, and an indicator for clearly
indicating fetal movement types on the basis of output
signals for indication obtained by the modulators.
[0027] A fetal movement monitoring system in combi-
nation with a simplified fetal movement monitoring sys-
tem, wherein the fetal movement monitoring system is
combined with a simplified fetal movement monitoring
system comprising: an amplifier for amplifying the output
signal from the fetal movement sensor; a plurality of filters
which classify fetal movement signals amplified by the
amplifier according to fetal movement types and extract
the fetal movement signals; a plurality of signal modula-
tors which correspond to the filters and modulate the out-
put signals from the filters individually to generate differ-
ent output signals for display; and an indicator for clearly
indicating fetal movement types on the basis of output
signals for indication obtained by the modulators.
[0028] A fetal movement monitoring system wherein
the storage control means is provided with a communi-
cation means capable of communicating with an analyz-

ing device installed at a remote location or a medical
institution via a radio LAN or a communication network.

Effect of the Invention

[0029] The fetal movement monitoring system accord-
ing to the present invention stores waveform information
of the output signal from a passive fetal movement sensor
obtained for a period from the time when the output signal
reaches a level to exceed the threshold value until the
predetermined period of time elapses along with time in-
formation, and analyzes fetal movements. Therefore, the
system can store not only a fetal movement frequency,
but also fetal movement information for a long time in a
small capacity of storage medium. Furthermore, the sys-
tem can base on waveform information for a long time to
analyze in more details, allowing more correct grasp of
the state of health of a fetus.
[0030] In this case, the system is configured so as to
determine a fetal movement type on the basis of wave-
form information, allowing analysis from the fetal move-
ment type. The system is configured to compare fetal
movement occurrence patterns with fetal movement ref-
erence patterns, allowing more safety and correct deter-
mination to grasp the state of health of a fetus.
[0031] The system is configured to collect biological
information about the mother’s body along with fetal
movement information, allowing more accurate detection
of fetal movements and also grasp of information about
changes in the mother’s body depending on fetal move-
ments.
[0032] As the mother’s movement sensor in the sys-
tem, for example, a sensor for detecting the movement,
breath, and the like in the mother’s body can be used to
remove the influence by the movement of the mother’s
body from the output signal of the fetal movement sensor,
allowing more accurate detection of fetal movements.
Furthermore, as the mother’s movement sensor, for ex-
ample, a sensor for detecting brain waves and heart
beats is used to give information which can be utilized to
identify correlations between fetal movements and re-
sponses of the mother’s body.
[0033] The fetal movement information collecting de-
vice, which has a construction from a fetal movement
sensor to a storage medium of the fetal movement mon-
itoring system, is able to store fetal movement informa-
tion for a long time in a small capacity of storage medium,
allowing simple collection in home of fetal movement in-
formation. The fetal movement information collecting de-
vice is used effectively in particular for a high-risk preg-
nant woman who is suffering from preeclampsia or the
like. In addition, because a reduction in number of fetal
movements is in advance acknowledged in cases of un-
explained death of a fetus in the uterus, the fetal move-
ment information collecting device can be effectively
used to inform of such a state at an early stage.
[0034] The simplified fetal movement monitoring sys-
tem according to the present invention, which amplifies

5 6 



EP 1 852 058 B1

5

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

fetal movement signals detected by a fetal movement
sensor, and can extract information of waveforms having
their respective different fetal movement types through
a plurality of filters to display variously depending on the
extracted waveforms, is useful as a simplified fetal move-
ment monitor for home use, because the device is able
to transfer fetal movement types easily and promptly to
a pregnant woman and the like, can be expected to save
a pregnant woman from anxiety about first childbirth and
prevent the fetus from bad influence caused by the men-
tal instability of the mother. Such a simplified fetal move-
ment monitoring system may be combined with a fetal
movement monitoring system having a storage control
means for storing waveform information obtained from
the fetal movement signals described above in a storage
medium, allowing adequate and detail determination, di-
agnosis and the like as described above about waveform
information stored in the storage medium.

Best Modes for Carrying Out the Invention

[0035] Next, embodiments of a fetal movement moni-
toring system and a fetal movement information collect-
ing device according to the present invention will be de-
scribed in detail below with reference to the accompany-
ing drawings.

First Embodiment

A. System Configuration (1)

[0036] Fig. 1 shows a system configuration of an em-
bodiment of a fetal movement monitoring system 20 ac-
cording to the present invention. In Fig. 1, the fetal move-
ment monitoring system 20 is composed of a fetal move-
ment information collecting device 21 and an analyzing
device 40.
[0037] The fetal movement information collecting de-
vice 21 comprises a fetal movement sensor 22, an A/D
converter 23, a storage control means 24, a timer 25,
and a memory 26. The analyzing device 40 comprises
an analysis processing section 41 consisting of a signal
waveform reproducing means 41 a, a fetal movement
type determining means 41b, an occurrence pattern pro-
ducing means 41 c, and a determining means 41d, and
a display 42.
[0038] The fetal movement information collecting de-
vice 21 is compact and portable so as to allow a pregnant
woman to use at home, and can be connected to / dis-
connected from the analyzing device 40 through an in-
terface not shown in the figure. The fetal movement in-
formation collecting device 21 comprises a passive fetal
movement sensor 22 which can be placed on a mother’s
abdomen with a band or the like not shown in the figures.
[0039] The fetal movement sensor 22 is an electrical
capacitance acceleration detection type sensor and out-
puts a signal X(t) the voltage of which varies according
to movements of a fetus in the uterus of the mother’s

body. The fetal movement sensor 22 is generally provid-
ed with an amplifier inside the sensor to use, but may be
configured to have the amplifier outside the sensor to
amplify the output signal from the fetal movement sensor
22.
[0040] As the electrical capacitance acceleration de-
tection type sensor, there is suitable an acceleration de-
tection type sensor having a weight pasted on a movable
film, as described in Japanese Unexamined Patent Pub-
lication No.2003-52690 developed by the present inven-
tors. In other words, a common microphone type sensor
for sound collection is easy to receive noise caused by
cardiac sound of the pregnant woman, contact between
the pregnant woman’s body and any object, and rubbing
sound of clothes and the like. Meanwhile, the accelera-
tion detection type sensor having a weight pasted on a
movable film, which catches the movement of the weight
pasted on the movable film caused by an impact to the
pregnant woman’s body surface given when the fetus
moves, can be used to detect only acceleration compo-
nents accurately.
[0041] The output signal X(t) from the fetal movement
sensor 22 is sampled on a predetermined sampling fre-
quency fs (a frequency more than twice as much as the
upper limit of the frequency range of the output signal of
the sensor 22) and is converted to digital sample values
X(k) by the AD converter 23. The digital sample values
X(k) are then output in succession to the storage control
means 24.
[0042] Sample values X(k) and time information TD
outputted from the timer 25 are input to the storage con-
trol means 24 to compare with predetermined threshold
values of 6R as shown in Fig. 2. When any one of the
sample values falls outside the range between the
threshold values of 6R, time information TD(i) at this
point in time is brought into correspondence with a string
of sample values [waveform information H(i)] continuous-
ly inputted during a fixed period of time Ta (e.g. 10 sec-
onds) starting at this point in time to store in the memory
26 as the storage medium in a predetermined order of
address as shown in, for example, Fig. 3.
[0043] In the memory 26, from an instant when a signal
having a level of a predetermined value or more is output
from the fetal movement sensor 22, waveform informa-
tion H(i) of signals for a fixed period of time is stored with
its time information TD (i) in succession (see Fig. 3), while
waveform information of an output signal from the fetal
movement sensor 22 which has a level below the prede-
termined value is deleted from registration. As the result,
even a small capacity of the memory 26 can collect nec-
essary waveform information caused by fetal movements
over a long time.
[0044] In the memory format shown in Fig. 3, time in-
formation TD(i) is referred to as the product of the number
ki of sample values outputted from the start of the meas-
urement and a sampling period Δt, but may be indicated
in hour, minute, and second data. As the memory 26, a
SRAM, a rewritable flush ROM or the like, any kind of
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removable card memory, or an USB memory may be
used. As the storage medium, a rewritable disk type one
may be used.
[0045] In this embodiment, sample values X(k) ob-
tained by A/D-converting the output signals from the fetal
movement sensor 22 are compared with the threshold
values of 6R. However, the output signal (analog signal)
from the fetal movement sensor 22 may be compared
with an analog threshold value, so that the output signals
are A/D converted for a fixed period of time Ta starting
at the time when one of the output signals reaches a level
to exceed the threshold value to store a string of the sam-
ple values obtained by A/D conversion as waveform in-
formation in the memory 26.
[0046] Furthermore, in this embodiment, signal wave-
forms (a string of sample values) themselves are stored
in the memory, but sample values which are able of re-
producing waveforms may not be stored in the memory
by way of waveforms. For example, assuming that a
string of signal waveforms are composed of a series of
rectangular pulses or triangular pulses as shown in Fig.
4, zero-cross times Tz (times of leading edges and trailing
edges) of the pulses and a peak value Vp between the
zero-cross times may be obtained to store as waveform
information in the memory 26. In this case, only two piec-
es of information are needed per one pulse, so that wave-
form information for a long time can be collected in the
memory 26 having a more small capacity. Time informa-
tion in this case can be indicated by an elapsed time
counted from the time when the signal exceeds a thresh-
old.
[0047] On the other hand, the analyzing device 40 may
comprise, for example, a personal computer and the like
installed with programs for implementing means and
steps described later. In other words, the analyzing de-
vice 40 is composed of an analysis processing section
41 which bases on waveform information and time infor-
mation stored in the memory 26 of the fetal movement
information collecting device 21 to analyze fetal move-
ments, and a display 42. The analysis processing section
41 comprises a signal waveform reproducing means 41a
for reproducing waveforms of fetal movements to indicate
them on the display 42, a fetal movement type determin-
ing means 41b for determining fetal movement types, an
occurrence pattern producing means 41 c for producing
an occurrence pattern for each of the fetal movement
types, and a determining means 41d for determining the
state of health of a fetus on the basis of occurrence pat-
terns. The signal waveform reproducing means 41a re-
produces a continuous waveform signal in a fixed period
of time (e.g. 8 hours) on the basis of waveform informa-
tion and time information stored in the memory 26 to dis-
play on the display 42.
[0048] As described above, each piece of waveform
information stored in the memory 26 is obtained within a
fixed period of time (about 10 seconds) stating at the time
when the output signal of the fetal movement sensor 22
has a level to exceed a threshold value, and does not

include signal components (noise components) for a pe-
riod from the time when the fixed period of time ends until
the output signal has a level to exceed the threshold
again, so that the signal waveform reproducing means
41 a is able to display the waveform information as shown
in, for example, Fig. 5(a), assuming that waveform for
this period during which waveform information has not
been obtained has an amplitude of zero.
[0049] Like this, a time zone of waveforms displayed
on the display 42 is decided by a doctor or the like who
designates a display start times and a display period of
time, or a display start time and a display end time by
operating the operating section (e.g. keyboard) or the
like not shown in the figures. The signal waveform repro-
ducing means 41 a extracts waveform information includ-
ed in the designated time zone, and inserts waveforms
having an amplitude of zero into gaps among extracted
pieces of waveform information to reproduce waveforms
through the whole of the designated time zone. The doc-
tor may check these waveforms for reference of diagno-
sis.
[0050] Furthermore, the signal waveform reproducing
means 41a has, in addition to a mode of reproducing
waveforms in a designated time zone as described
above, another mode of reproducing waveform informa-
tion stored in the memory on a group-by-group basis to
enlarge the waveform information and display the en-
larged waveform information on the screen of the display
42. This mode can be implemented, for example, by two
manners: the first is, as shown in Fig. 5(b), reading wave-
form information in the memory 26 on a group-by-group
basis in order of address to display the enlarged wave-
form information on the full screen of the display 42; and
the second is, as shown in Fig. 5(c), putting the mouse
cursor K on a waveform displayed by the time zone des-
ignation mode and clicking the mouse cursor to read a
group of waveform information in the position designated
by the mouse and display its enlarged waveform along
with the original string of waveforms. Either of the above
two methods may be selected freely.

B. Analysis and Determination of Detected Fetal Move-
ment Signals (1)

[0051] Next, analysis and determination of fetal move-
ment signals detected by the fetal movement monitoring
system 20 of this embodiment described above can be
performed by the fetal movement type determining
means 41b. Up to now, it has been found out that fetal
movements detected by various kinds of fetal movement
observations include a "kick" movement caused by sud-
den expansion or contraction of a hand or a foot, a "roll-
ing" movement caused by rocking a whole body in a uter-
us, and a "hiccup" movement.
[0052] It has also been confirmed that the signal wave-
form outputted from the fetal movement sensor 22 is as
follows. In the case of a "kick" movement the signal wave-
form occurs singly in a relatively short duration as shown
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in Fig. 6(a). In the case of a "rolling" movement it occurs
singly in a long duration as shown in Fig. 6(b). In the case
of a "hiccup" movement a vibration having a relatively
short width occurs two or more times periodically as
shown in Fig. 6(c).
[0053] For this reason, fetal movement types can be
determined by comparing these waveform patterns with
actually obtained waveform information. For example,
when a waveform has a shorter duration than a fixed
period of time with no periodicity acknowledged, it may
be determined that a "kick" movement has occurred.
When a waveform has a longer duration than a fixed pe-
riod of time with no periodicity acknowledged, it may be
determined that a "rolling" movement has occurred.
When a waveform has a shorter duration than a fixed
period of time with its periodicity acknowledged, it may
be determined that a "hiccup" movement has occurred.
When a waveform does not agree with any of these con-
ditions, it is determined that an unknown type of fetal
movement has occurred.
[0054] Alternatively, fetal movement types may be de-
termined by performing spectral analysis for signals. In
this case, the spectral distribution of waveform informa-
tion can be obtained by performing fast Fourier transform
(FET) processing for the waveform information. In other
words, as expected from waveforms shown in Figs. 6(a)
to 6(c), the spectrums in the case of a "rolling" movement
gather in a low frequency region as shown by the char-
acteristic curve B in Fig. 7, spectrums in the case of a
"hiccup" movement gather in a high frequency region as
shown by the characteristic curve C in Fig. 7, and spec-
trums in the case of a "kick" movement concentrate in a
frequency region between them as shown by the char-
acteristic curve A in Fig. 7. Thus, the three fetal move-
ment types can be easily determined by obtaining refer-
ence spectral distributions of the fetal movement types
to compare the reference spectral distributions with ac-
tually obtained spectral distributions. When an actually
obtained spectral distribution does not agree with any of
the reference spectral distributions, it is determined that
an unknown type of fetal movement has occurred.
[0055] The fetal movement type determining means
41b determines fetal movement types by any one of the
methods described above on the basis of information
stored in the memory 26 and signal waveforms repro-
duced by the signal waveform reproducing means 41a,
and stores the determination results and the occurrence
times in a memory not shown in the figure. Furthermore,
information about fetal movement types obtained by de-
termination of the fetal movement type determining
means 41b may be identified to discriminate by adding
characters or marks near displayed waveforms as shown
in Figs. 5(a) to 5(c) or coloring the displayed waveforms
themselves.
[0056] Next, on the basis of fetal movement types and
their occurrence times obtained as described above, the
occurrence pattern producing means 41c, as shown in,
for example, Fig. 8, obtains the number of occurrences

per one hour for each of the fetal movement types and
the number of occurrences per one hour for all of the fetal
movement types (including unknown types of fetal move-
ments), graphs them in a predetermined time zone (e.g.
from 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.), and analyzes their occurrence
patterns. This time zone, which depends on a collecting
time zone of the fetal movement information collecting
device 21, is freely decided and may be a time zone dur-
ing which the pregnant woman is sleeping or a continuous
time through one day.
[0057] In Fig. 8, "kick" movements have occurred most
frequently between 12 o’clock and 13 o’clock, "rolling"
movements have occurred on average, and "hiccup"
movements have occurred about between 10 o’clock and
11 o’clock and in the evening. The number of fetal move-
ments tends to be large in a time zone of about noon
regardless of fetal movement types. For example, by
such processing data for two or three days and averaging
the obtained results, occurrence patterns of fetal move-
ments in a predetermined time zone can be grasped more
correctly. Occurrence patterns for each and all of fetal
movement types obtained within a fixed period of time,
which is assumed to continue in the same manner for
several days thereafter in a healthy fetus, may be used
as reference patterns.
[0058] The occurrence pattern producing means 41 c
stores the reference patterns in a memory not shown in
the figures, and outputs occurrence patterns obtained
from subsequent new waveform information to the de-
termining means 41d. The occurrence pattern producing
means 41c is configured to display the occurrence pat-
terns obtained as described above on the screen of the
display 42 through the operating section and the like.
[0059] The determining means 41d obtains correla-
tions between occurrence patterns (which may be pat-
terns obtained by averaging occurrence patterns for sev-
eral days) inputted from the occurrence pattern produc-
ing means 41 c and the reference patterns. In order to
obtain correlations between the occurrence patterns,
their times are shifted from each other to get a maximum
correlation value. In other words, the occurrence pattern
and the reference pattern, which are nearly equal to each
other in whole graphical shape, can give a high correla-
tion value to determine that the fetus is healthy, even if
they have their respective time zones shifted from each
other.
[0060] The correlation of occurrence patterns for every
fetal movement type can be desirably obtained by se-
lecting to compare a fetal movement type which is likely
to vary remarkably with time. The occurrence patterns,
which are nearly equal to each other to give a correlation
value larger than a predetermined value, make it possible
to determine that the fetus is healthy (growing smoothly).
In contrast to this, the occurrence patterns, which are
extremely different from each other in whole graphical
shape, can not give any large correlation value even if
they are shifted from each other in time. However, even
if occurrence patterns have extremely changed and any
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correlation value larger than a predetermined value is
not obtained, this may be transitory. When any correla-
tion value larger than a predetermined value is not ob-
tained like this, frequencies of all of the fetal movements
are compared with last one. Only when the frequencies
have surely decreased from last one, it is determined that
there has been an abnormal condition (diagnosis is need-
ed). When it is not acknowledged that the frequencies
have decreased from last one, the determination may be
deferred and may be carried out according to the result
of the next comparison processing. Since the number of
fetal movements decreases as a delivery time approach-
es, the frequency comparison is to be carried out in ac-
cordance with the number of weeks of the pregnancy.
The determining means 41d may display these determi-
nation results on the display with, for example, characters
such as "Growing Smoothly", "Determination Deferred",
"Diagnosis to Need", or the like.
[0061] The analyzing device 40 which is composed of
a personal computer and the like as described above is
usually installed in a medical institution, and the fetal
movement information collecting device 21 (or the mem-
ory 26) which has been brought by a pregnant woman
at a medical examination is connected to the analyzing
device 40 to allow the analyzing device 40 to perform
each of the analysis processing described above. Check-
ing the result of the analysis processing, a doctor may
perform a suitable medical examination and treatment.
However, an analyzing device 40 specialized so as to
perform only the analysis processing may be integrated
with the fetal movement information collecting device 21
to realize a portable fetal movement monitoring system.
Furthermore, when a pregnant woman use such a inte-
grated system at home, the analyzing device 40 may be
designed to indicate its determination result by a lumi-
nous indicating means, a sound indicating means, a mes-
sage indicating means using a liquid crystal display, or
the like. According to the indicated determination result,
the pregnant woman may communicate with or visit a
medical institution to be examined by a doctor.
[0062] Furthermore, a system can be realized which
is configured so that a communication device or an in-
terface capable of connecting with a communication de-
vice such as a mobile phone is incorporated in the fetal
movement information collecting device 21 and the an-
alyzing device 40 to transmit information collected by the
fetal movement information collecting device 21 to the
analyzing device 40 of a medical institution via a com-
munication network, so that the result of analysis of the
analyzing device 40 installed in the medical institution
can be returned to the fetal movement information col-
lecting device 21 and the pregnant woman may check
the returned contents.
[0063] The analyzing device 40 is configured so as to
obtain reference patterns from occurrence patterns of
fetal movements obtained on a single fetus to determine
variations of occurrence patterns from the reference pat-
terns, but may be configured so as to obtain reference

patterns from occurrence patterns of fetal movements of
two or more fetuses including the concerned fetus who
have passed the almost same number of weeks of preg-
nancy to compare the reference patterns and occurrence
patterns of individual fetus. However, there are individual
differences among fetuses, so that in order to obtain ref-
erence patterns, occurrence patterns of the concerned
fetus must have a high contribution.
[0064] The fetal movement information collecting de-
vice 21 is configured so as to collect waveform informa-
tion and time information of the output signal from a single
fetal movement sensor 21, or may be configured so as
to have multiple channels for collecting waveform infor-
mation of output signals from a plurality of fetal movement
sensors 21. Such plurality of fetal movement sensors 21
may be attached to one pregnant woman (for example,
in the case of multiple pregnancy or the like), or may be
attached to a plurality of pregnant women, respectively,
along with a fetal movement information collecting device
in a hospital or the like, to effectively collect information
about a plurality of fetuses. The former case has an ad-
vantage of being able to cancel noise signals and the like
by combining signals from the fetal movement sensors
with each other, changing the phases of the signals, and
obtaining differences between the signals. The latter
case can prevent accidents of collecting fetal movement
information incorrectly and the like by bringing the fetal
movement information collecting devices into corre-
spondence with personal information such as names and
dates of pregnant women (telephone numbers and/or IDs
in the case of a communication network in which mobile
phones are used) to collect and monitor the fetal move-
ment information.

Second Embodiment

A. System Configuration (2)

[0065] Fig. 9 shows a system configuration of another
embodiment of a fetal movement monitoring system 20’
according to the present invention. For convenience of
description, the same reference symbols are attached to
the same components as those in the system configura-
tion of the fetal movement monitoring system 20 of the
first embodiment shown in Fig. 1, and detail description
about them is omitted. In Fig. 9, the fetal movement mon-
itoring system 20’ is composed of a fetal movement in-
formation collecting device 21 and an analyzing device
40.
[0066] The fetal movement monitoring system 20’ of
this embodiment comprises a mother’s movement sen-
sor 28 and an A/D converter 29 in addition to the com-
ponents of the fetal movement information collecting de-
vice 21 of the first embodiment. The analysis processing
section 41 of the analyzing device 40 of this embodiment
comprises a fetal movement information extracting
means 41e in addition to the components of the analysis
processing section 41 of the first embodiment. Other
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components of the fetal movement monitoring system
20’ of this embodiment are equivalent to those of the fetal
movement monitoring system 20 of the first embodiment.
[0067] The fetal movement monitoring system 20’ is
equipped with a mother’s movement sensor (or sensors)
28 for detecting biological information about a mother’s
body, that is, muscle movements, breaths, heartbeats,
brain waves, and the like, and an A/D converter 29 for
sampling the output signal y(t) of the sensor 28, convert-
ing it to digital sample values Y(k), and outputting them
to the storage control means 24.
[0068] Information from the mother’s movement sen-
sor 28 is collected along with fetal movement information
from the fetal movement sensor 22, allowing not only the
increased accuracy of fetal movement detection, but also
grasp of information such as changes of the mother’s
body against fetal movements.
[0069] For example, when the fetal movement sensor
22 is susceptible to the movement of the mother’s body
and the like, and the output signal of the fetal movement
sensor 22 includes components caused by the move-
ment of the mother’s body, a detector for detecting the
movement of the mother’s body and the like (which may
be of the same type as the fetal movement sensor 22) is
used as the mother’s movement sensor 28, and thereby
when storing the waveform information from the fetal
movement sensor 22 in the memory 26, the storage con-
trol means 24 stores the waveform information H(i) in the
memory 26 along with the waveform information M(i) of
the output signal from mother’s movement sensor 28 in-
putted in the same period which has been brought into
correspondence with the waveform information H(i).
[0070] The analyzing device 40 comprises the fetal
movement information extracting means 41e which ex-
cludes the influence of the movement of the mother’s
body included in waveform information of fetal move-
ments to extract information which depends on only the
fetal movements, and the means 41a to 41d of the ana-
lyzing device 40 analyze the information extracted by the
fetal movement information extracting means 41e as de-
scribed above.

B. Analysis and Determination of Detected Fetal Move-
ment Signals and Mother’s Movement Signals (2)

[0071] In the analyzing device 40 of this embodiment,
when the waveform reproducing means 41a and the fetal
movement type determining means 41b require wave-
form information from the memory 26, if the waveform
information M(i) of the mother’s body shown in Fig. 11
(b) corresponding to the waveform information H(i) of a
fetal movement stored in the memory 26 shown in Fig.
11(a) is between the predetermined threshold values of
6R’, the waveform information H(i) of the fetal movement
may be enlarged to output to the waveform reproducing
means 41 a and the fetal movement type determining
means 41 b as effective information.
[0072] If the waveform information M(i+1) of the moth-

er’s body corresponding to the waveform information
H(i+1) of a fetal movement falls outside the range be-
tween the predetermined threshold values of 6R’, the
waveform information H(i+1) of the fetal movement is
excluded from information given to the waveform repro-
ducing means 41a and the fetal movement type deter-
mining means 41 b assuming that any component indi-
cating the influence of the mother’s movement is included
in the waveform information H(i+1).
[0073] This allows correct analysis of fetal movements
to be free from waveform information which is presumed
to be influenced by any movement (sporadic movement)
of the mother’s body. As a result, the number of fetal
movements to analyze may be counted to be less than
the number of actual fetal movements, but it is more safe-
ty than analyzing and counting movements of the moth-
er’s body to confuse with fetal movements.
[0074] When the output from the mother’s movement
sensor 28 stored along with waveform information of the
output signal from the fetal movement sensor 22 falls
outside the range between the threshold values of 6R’,
the fetal movement information extracting means 41 e
neglects waveform information of all of the fetal move-
ments in the time zone. However, this does not limit the
present invention. The fetal movement information ex-
tracting means 41e may be set to extract waveform in-
formation other than waveform information in a period
during which it is influenced by the movement of the moth-
er’s body.
[0075] In other words, if the output from the mother’s
movement sensor 28 has a period during which the out-
put falls outside the range between the threshold values
of 6R’ within a predetermined period of time Ta starting
at the time TD(i) when the output from the fetal movement
sensor 22 falls outside the range between the threshold
values of 6R, the waveform information H(i)’ of the fetal
movement in the period (which may include short times
before/after the period) is corrected to have a magnitude
of zero. If the corrected waveform information H(i)’ in-
cludes any portion which falls outside the range between
the threshold values of 6R, the waveform information H
(i)’ is extracted as fetal movement information to analyze.
If the corrected waveform information H(i)’ includes no
portion which falls outside the range between the thresh-
old values of 6R, the waveform information H(i)’ is not
extracted assuming that it is ineffective information.
[0076] When the fetal movement information extract-
ing means 41 e is set like this, both information about a
fetal movement which occurs prior and posterior to the
movement of the mother’s body within a predetermined
period of time Ta, can be extracted as effective informa-
tion, allowing more accurate analysis. However, wave-
form information corrected as described above can invite
to erroneous determination of fetal movement type, so
that such a fetal movement is desirably treated as an
unknown type of fetal movement.
[0077] Furthermore, if a steady movement such as a
breath movement of the mother’s body influences the
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output from the fetal movement sensor 22, there is ob-
tained in advance a relationship such as an amplitude
ratio and a phase difference between the waveform of
the output signal from the mother’s movement sensor 28
and the waveform of the output signal from the fetal
movement sensor 22 obtained when there is no fetal
movement. On actual monitoring, the output signal of the
mother’s movement sensor 28 is multiplied by the am-
plitude ratio, and corrected with the phase difference,
thereby to obtain signal components of the movement of
the mother’s body included in the output signal from the
fetal movement sensor 22. The signal components are
then subtracted from the waveform of the output signal
from the fetal movement sensor 22 to extract waveform
information depending on only fetal movements and sup-
ply it to the signal waveform reproducing means 41 a and
the fetal movement type determining means 41b. Since
the waveform information of a fetal movement is correct-
ed on the basis of a signal obtained by the mother’s move-
ment sensor 28 as described above, response to the
magnitude and/or the changing rate of breath is possible
and fetal movement information can be extracted with
reliability.
[0078] Thus, if the mother’s movement sensor 28 is
able to detect brain waves, heartbeats, and breaths of
the mother’s body, they can be used as information for
identifying correlations between fetal movements and re-
sponse of the mother’s body to the fetal movements. Al-
though it is an important theme to know correspondences
between fetal movements and response of the mother’s
body to the fetal movements for the mental health care
of the mother and the like, much information about these
correspondences has not been obtained up to now. How-
ever, if information for a long time can be collected with
a small storage capacity as described above, not only
fetal movement information but also biological informa-
tion of brain waves and heartbeats of the mother’s body
can be collected, so that precious and important infor-
mation which will be certainly useful for research on re-
sponse of the mother’s body to fetal movements, fetal
movements relative to mental conditions of the mother,
or the like in the future can be obtained.
[0079] Furthermore, it has been found out using the
fetal movement monitoring system of this embodiment
that when there is a fetal movement while the mother is
sleeping, the brain wave of the sleeping mother under
measurement changes to an a wave temporarily. In such
a case, fetal movements can be monitored without allow-
ing the fetal movement information extracting means 41d
to function as a fetal movement monitoring system. Thus,
in order to find out the relation between a fetus and a
mother more deeply in the future, the fetal movement
information collecting device 21 capable of collecting in-
formation for a long time and the fetal movement moni-
toring system 20’ are extremely effective as a configura-
tion to have the mother’s movement sensor 28 as de-
scribed above.

Third Embodiment

A. System Configuration (3)

[0080] Fig. 12 shows a system configuration of an em-
bodiment of a simplified fetal movement monitoring sys-
tem 30 according to the present invention. As is clear
from the above description of the first embodiment, it has
been found out that fetal movements detected by the fetal
movement sensor 22 of the fetal movement monitoring
system 30 of this embodiment include a "kick" movement
caused by sudden expansion or contraction of a hand or
a foot, a "rolling" movement caused by rocking a whole
body in a uterus, and a "hiccup" movement. It has also
been found out that a signal waveform outputted from
the fetal movement sensor 22 in the case of a "kick"
movement occurs singly in a relatively short duration as
shown in Fig. 6(a), a signal waveform in the case of a
"rolling" movement occurs singly in a long duration as
shown in Fig. 6(b), and a vibration in a relatively short
duration occurs two or more times periodically in the case
of a "hiccup" movement.
[0081] This embodiment provides a simplified fetal
movement monitoring system 30 which is designed so
as to detect the characteristic of the waveform of a fetal
movement signal detected by the fetal movement sensor
32, determine a fetal movement type, and display the
determined fetal movement type, allowing the pregnant
woman and the like to check the fetal movement type.
[0082] The simplified fetal movement monitoring sys-
tem 30 of this embodiment is therefore configured, as
shown in Fig. 12, so that fetal movement signals detected
by a fetal movement sensor 32 are amplified by an am-
plifier 33, are extracted by a plurality of filters 34a, 34b
to correspond to their respective fetal movement types,
are modulated by their respective corresponding ampli-
tude modulators 36a, 36b via oscillators 35a, 35b which
oscillate at their respective inherent oscillating frequen-
cies, and then are input into an indicator 38.
[0083] The indicator 38 of this embodiment may be
configured so as to indicate results outputted from the
amplitude modulators 36a, 36b by different color emis-
sions, different tone or melody sounds, individual mes-
sage indications on liquid crystal screens, or the like. In
the example shown in the figure, there are separated into
two channels various means including the filters for ex-
tracting signals in correspondence with movement types.
Of course, they may be similarly into three or more chan-
nels.

Fourth Embodiment

A. System Configuration (4)

[0084] Fig. 13 shows an embodiment of a system con-
figuration in which the simplified fetal movement moni-
toring system 30 described in the third embodiment is
combined with the fetal movement information collecting
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device 21 of a fetal movement monitoring system 20 ac-
cording to the present invention. For convenience of de-
scription, the same reference symbols are attached to
the same components as those in the system configura-
tion of the fetal movement monitoring system 20 of the
first embodiment shown in Fig. 1, and the system con-
figuration of the simplified fetal movement monitoring
system 30 of the third embodiment shown in Fig. 12, and
detail description about them is omitted. In other words,
the fetal movement monitoring system of this embodi-
ment is composed of the fetal movement information col-
lecting device 21 and the simplified fetal movement mon-
itoring system 30.
[0085] In this embodiment, the fetal movement sensor
22 of the fetal movement information collecting device
21 is also used as the fetal movement sensor of the sim-
plified fetal movement monitoring system 30. This em-
bodiment is configured, like the first embodiment, so that
a communication means 50 is provided in the fetal move-
ment information collecting device 21 to allow communi-
cation with an analyzing device 40 installed in a remote
location or a medical institution via, for example, a radio
LAN or a communication network, thereby to facilitate
accurate and prompt determination and diagnosis relat-
ed to fetal movements. Other components of this embod-
iment are equivalent to those of the embodiments in Fig.
1 and Fig. 12 described above.
[0086] The fetal movement monitoring system of this
embodiment configured can be used simply and conven-
iently as the simplified fetal movement monitoring system
30 of the third embodiment as described above because
both the systems use commonly the fetal movement sen-
sor 22, and is connected to an analyzing means through
the fetal movement information collecting device 21 to
allow accurate and prompt determination and diagnosis
related to fetal movements.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0087]

Fig. 1 is a schematic chart showing a system of a
first embodiment for a fetal movement monitoring
system according to the present invention.
Fig. 2 is a schematic diagram showing kinetic pres-
entation for waveform information inputted to a fetal
movement sensor of a fetal movement information
collecting device in the first embodiment.
Fig. 3 is a schematic table showing a memory format
for waveform information to store in a memory of the
fetal movement information collecting device in the
first embodiment.
Fig. 4 is a schematic diagram showing another pres-
entation for waveform information stored in the mem-
ory of the fetal movement information collecting de-
vice of the first embodiment.
Fig. 5 is a schematic diagram showing waveform in-
formation reproduced by a signal waveform repro-

ducing means of an analyzing device of the first em-
bodiment; (a) a schematic diagram showing wave-
form information in a fixed period of time, (b) a sche-
matic diagram showing an enlarged main part of
waveform information shown in (a), and (c) a sche-
matic diagram showing waveform information to-
gether with the enlarged main part shown in (a).
Fig. 6 is a schematic diagram showing waveform in-
formation with respect to fetal movement types re-
produced by the signal waveform reproducing
means of the analyzing device in the first embodi-
ment; (a) is a waveform chart showing a "kick" move-
ment as a fetal movement type, (b) is a waveform
chart showing a "rolling" movement as a fetal move-
ment type, and (c) is a waveform chart showing a
"hiccup" movement as a fetal movement type.
Fig. 7 is a characteristic curve showing a spectral
distribution as another presentation of waveform in-
formation with respect to fetal movement types re-
produced by the signal waveform reproducing
means of the analyzing device in the first embodi-
ment.
Fig. 8 is an analytical graph showing fetal movement
patterns reproduced by an occurrence pattern pro-
ducing means of the analyzing device in the first em-
bodiment.
Fig. 9 is a schematic chart showing a system of a
second embodiment for the fetal movement moni-
toring system according to the present invention.
Fig. 10 is a schematic table showing the memory
format for waveform information to store in the mem-
ory of the fetal movement information collecting de-
vice in the second embodiment.
Fig. 11 shows relations between the output from the
fetal movement sensor and the output from the moth-
er’s movement sensor of the analyzing device in the
second embodiment; (a) a schematic diagram show-
ing waveform information of fetal movements, and
(b) a schematic diagram showing waveform informa-
tion of the mother’s body.
Fig. 12 is a schematic chart showing a system of a
third embodiment for the fetal movement monitoring
system according to the present invention.
Fig. 13 is a schematic chart showing a system of a
fourth embodiment for the fetal movement monitor-
ing system according to the present invention.

Description of the Reference Symbols

[0088]

20, 20’: fetal movement monitoring system
21: fetal movement information collecting device
22: fetal movement sensor
23: A/D converter
24: storage control means
25: timer
26: memory
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28: mother’s movement sensor
29: A/D converter
30: simplified fetal movement monitoring system
32: fetal movement sensor
33: amplifier
34a, 34b: filter
35a, 35b: oscillator
36a, 36b: amplitude modulator
38: indicator
40: analyzing device
41: analysis processing section
41a: signal waveform reproducing means
41b: fetal movement type determining means
41 c: occurrence pattern producing means
41d: determining means
41e: fetal movement information extracting means
42: display
H(i): waveform information of a fetal movement
M(i): waveform information of the mother’s body
movement

Claims

1. A fetal movement information collecting device (21)
comprising:

a passive fetal movement sensor (22) which is
configured to be placed on the abdomen of a
mother to detect the movement of a fetus in the
uterus of said mother’s body;
a timer (25) for outputting time information;
a storage medium (26) for storing information;
and
a storage control means (24) configured to re-
ceive an output signal from said fetal movement
sensor and to store, in said storage medium,
waveform information (H) of said output signal
obtained for a period from the time when said
output signal reaches a level to exceed a pre-
determined threshold value (R) until a predeter-
mined time (Ta) elapses, along with time infor-
mation (TD) of the time when said output signal
reaches the level to exceed the predetermined
threshold value (R).

2. The fetal movement information collecting device
(21) as claimed in claim 1, wherein
said fetal movement monitoring system (40) further
comprises a mother’s movement sensor to detect
biological information of a mother’s body, and
said storage control means is configured to store, in
said storage medium, waveform information of a sig-
nal outputted from said mother’s movement sensor
for a period from the time when said output signal
reaches a level to exceed a predetermined threshold
value until a predetermined time elapses along with
waveform information of the output signal from said

fetal movement sensor.

3. A fetal movement monitoring system (40) compris-
ing:

a fetal movement information collecting device
(21) according to claim 2 or 3; and
an analyzing device configured to analyze fetal
movements based on the waveform information
and the time information stored in said storage
medium and output the analysis result.

4. The fetal movement monitoring system (40) as
claimed in claim 3 wherein said analyzing device
comprises:

a display; and
a signal waveform reproducing means which re-
produces the signal waveform for a continuous
predetermined period of time based on the
waveform information and the time information
stored in said storage medium,
and displays the reproduced signal waveform
on said display.

5. The fetal movement monitoring system(40) as
claimed in claim 3 or claim 4 wherein said analyzing
device comprises a fetal movement type determining
means which determines a fetal movement type
based on the waveform information of the output sig-
nal from said fetal movement sensor stored in said
storage medium.

6. The fetal movement monitoring system (40) as
claimed in claim 5 wherein said fetal movement type
determining means, configured to obtain a spectral
distribution of waveform information of the output sig-
nal from said fetal movement sensor and to compare
said spectral distribution with reference spectral dis-
tributions of fetal movement types to determine a
fetal movement type.

7. The fetal movement monitoring system (40) as
claimed in claim 5 or claim 6 wherein said analyzing
device comprises:

an occurrence pattern producing means which
produces occurrence patterns of fetal move-
ment types in a fixed period of time based on
the result of determination of said fetal move-
ment type determining means
; and
a determining means configured to store in ad-
vance reference patterns which are criteria for
the determination of the state of health of a fetus
and to compare occurrence patterns produced
by said occurrence pattern producing means
with said reference patterns to determine the
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state of health of the fetus.

8. The fetal movement monitoring system (40) as
claimed in any one of Claims 3 to 7 wherein
said fetal movement monitoring system (40) further
comprises a mother’s movement sensor to detect
biological information of a mother’s body,
said storage control means is configured to store, in
said storage medium, waveform information of out-
put signal obtained from said mother’s movement
sensor for a period from the time when said output
signal reaches a level to exceed said threshold value
until said predetermined time elapses along with
waveform information of the output signal of said fe-
tal movement sensor, and
said analyzing device comprises a fetal movement
information extracting means for extracting, from in-
formation stored in said storage medium, information
which depends on only fetal movement to be free
from influence given by the movement of the moth-
er’s body to analyze information extracted by said
fetal movement information extracting means.

9. The fetal movement monitoring system (40) as
claimed in claim 3 wherein said storage control
means is provided with a communication means ca-
pable of communicating with an analyzing device in-
stalled at a remote location or a medical institution
via a radio LAN or a communication network.

Patentansprüche

1. Föten-Bewegungsinformations-Sammelvorrich-
tung (21), umfassend:

einen passiven Föten-Bewegungssensor (22),
der eingerichtet ist auf dem Bauch einer Mutter
platziert zu werden, um die Bewegung eines Fö-
tus im Uterus des Körpers der Mutter zu erfas-
sen;
einen Zeitnehmer (25) zum Ausgeben von Zeit-
information;
ein Speichermedium (26) zum Speichern von
Information; und
ein Speichersteuermittel (24), das eingerichtet
ist zum Empfangen eines Ausgangssignals von
dem Föten-Bewegungssensor und zum Spei-
chern, in dem Speichermedium, von Wellenfor-
minformation (H) des Ausgangssignals, das für
eine Periode von der Zeit, wenn das Ausgangs-
signal einen Pegel erreicht, um einen vorbe-
stimmten Schwellwert (R) zu übersteigen, bis
eine vorbestimmte Zeit (Ta) abläuft, erhalten
wird, zusammen mit Zeitinformation (TB) der
Zeit, wenn das Ausgangssignal den Pegel er-
reicht, um den vorbestimmten Schwellwert (R)
zu übersteigen.

2. Föten-Bewegungsinformations-Sammelvorrich-
tung (21) nach Anspruch 1, wobei
das Föten-Bewegungsüberwachungssystem (40)
weiterhin einen Bewegungssensor der Mutter um-
fasst, um biologische Information eines Körpers der
Mutter zu erfassen, und
das Speichersteuermittel eingerichtet ist zum Spei-
chern, in dem Speichermedium, von Wellenformin-
formation eines Signals, das von dem Bewegungs-
sensor der Mutter ausgegeben wird, für eine Periode
von der Zeit, wenn das Ausgangssignal einen Pegel
erreicht, um einen vorbestimmten Schwellwert zu
übersteigen, bis eine vorbestimmte Zeit abläuft, zu-
sammen mit Wellenforminformation des Ausgangs-
signals von dem Föten-Bewegungssensor.

3. Ein Föten-Bewegungsüberwachungssystem (40),
umfassend:

eine Föten-Bewegungsinformations-Sammel-
vorrichtung (21) nach Anspruch 2 oder 3; und
eine Analysevorrichtung, die eingerichtet ist
zum Analysieren von Föten-Bewegungen ba-
sierend auf der Wellenforminformation und der
in dem Speichermedium gespeicherten Zeitin-
formation und Ausgeben des Analyseergebnis-
ses.

4. Föten-Bewegungsüberwachungssystem (40) nach
Anspruch 3, wobei die Analysevorrichtung umfasst:

eine Anzeige; und
ein Signalwellenform-Reproduktionsmittel, das
die Signalwellenform für eine kontinuierliche
vorbestimmte Zeitperiode reproduziert basie-
rend auf der Wellenforminformation und der in
dem Speichermedium gespeicherten Zeitinfor-
mation und die reproduzierte Signalwellenform
auf der Anzeige anzeigt.

5. Föten-Bewegungsüberwachungssystem (40) nach
Anspruch 3 oder 4, wobei die Analysevorrichtung ein
Föten-Bewegungstyp-Bestimmungsmittel umfasst,
das einen Föten-Bewegungstyp bestimmt basierend
auf der Wellenforminformation des Ausgangssi-
gnals von dem Föten-Bewegungssensor, die in dem
Speichermedium gespeichert ist.

6. Föten-Bewegungsüberwachungssystem (40) nach
Anspruch 5, wobei das Föten-Bewegungstyp-Be-
stimmungsmittel eingerichtet ist zum Erhalten einer
Spektralverteilung von Wellenforminformation des
Ausgangssignals von dem Föten-Bewegungssen-
sor und zum Vergleichen der Spektralverteilung mit
Referenzspektralverteilungen von Föten-Bewe-
gungstypen, um einen Föten-Bewegungstyp zu be-
stimmen.
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7. Föten-Bewegungsüberwachungssystem (40) nach
Anspruch 5 oder 6, wobei die Analysevorrichtung
umfasst:

ein Auftrittsmusterproduziermittel, das Auftritts-
muster von Föten-Bewegungstypen in einer fe-
sten Zeitperiode produziert basierend auf dem
Ergebnis einer Bestimmung des Föten-Bewe-
gungstyp-Bestimmungsmittels; und
ein Bestimmungsmittel, das eingerichtet ist zum
im Voraus Speichern von Referenzmustern, die
Kriterien sind für die Bestimmung des Gesund-
heitszustands eines Fötus und zum Vergleichen
von durch das
Auftrittsmusterproduziermittel produzierten
Auftrittsmustern mit Referenzmustern, um den
Gesundheitszustand des Fötus zu bestimmen.

8. Föten-Bewegungsüberwachungssystem (40) nach
einem der Ansprüche 3 bis 7, wobei
das Föten-Bewegungsüberwachungssystem (40)
weiterhin einen Bewegungssensor der Mutter um-
fasst, der biologische Information eines Körpers der
Mutter erfasst,
das Speichersteuermittel eingerichtet ist zum Spei-
chern, in dem Speichermedium, von Wellenformin-
formation eines Ausgangssignals, das von dem Be-
wegungssensor der Mutter erfasst wird für eine Pe-
riode von der Zeit, wenn das Ausgangssignal einen
Pegel erreicht, um den Schwellwert zu übersteigen,
bis die vorstehende Zeit abläuft, zusammen mit Wel-
leninformation des Ausgangssignals des Föten-Be-
wegungssensors, und
die Analysevorrichtung ein Föten-Bewegungsinfor-
mations-Extrahiermittel umfasst zum Extrahieren,
aus der in dem Speichermedium gespeicherten In-
formation, von Information, die nur von der Föten-
Bewegung abhängt, um frei von einem Einfluss zu
sein, der durch die Bewegung des Körpers der Mut-
ter gegeben ist, um Information zu analysieren, die
von dem Föten-Bewegungsinformations-Extrahier-
mittel extrahiert wird.

9. Föten-Bewegungsüberwachungssystem (40) nach
Anspruch 3, wobei das Speichersteuermittel mit ei-
nem Kommunikationsmittel ausgestattet ist, das in
der Lage ist zum Kommunizieren mit einer Analyse-
vorrichtung, die an einem fernen Ort oder einer me-
dizinischen Institution installiert ist, über Funk-LAN
oder ein Kommunikationsnetzwerk.

Revendications

1. Dispositif (21) de collecte d’informations sur des
mouvements foetaux comprenant :

un capteur (22) de mouvement passif du foetus

qui est configuré de façon à être placé sur l’ab-
domen d’une mère afin de détecter le mouve-
ment d’un foetus dans l’utérus du dudit corps de
la mère ;
une minuterie (25) pour délivrer en sortie des
informations temporelles ;
un support de stockage (26) pour stocker des
informations ; et
un moyen (24) de commande de stockage con-
figuré de façon à recevoir un signal de sortie
provenant dudit capteur de mouvement du foe-
tus et stocker, dans ledit support de stockage,
des informations (H) de forme d’onde dudit si-
gnal de sortie obtenu pendant une période de-
puis le moment où ledit signal de sortie atteint
un niveau pour dépasser une valeur de seuil pré-
déterminée (R) jusqu’à ce qu’un temps prédé-
terminé (Ta) s’écoule, ainsi que des informa-
tions temporelles (TD) du moment où ledit signal
de sortie atteint le niveau pour dépasser la va-
leur de seuil prédéterminée (R).

2. Dispositif (21) de collecte d’informations sur ses
mouvements foetaux tel que revendiqué dans la re-
vendication 1, dans lequel
ledit système (40) de surveillance de mouvement
foetal comprend en outre un capteur de mouvement
d’une mère pour détecter des informations biologi-
ques du corps de la mère, et
ledit moyen de commande de stockage est configuré
pour stocker, dans ledit support de stockage, des
informations de forme d’onde d’un signal délivré en
sortie provenant dudit capteur de mouvement de la
mère pendant une période depuis le moment où ledit
signal de sortie atteint un niveau pour dépasser une
valeur de seuil prédéterminée jusqu’à ce qu’un
temps prédéterminé s’écoule ainsi que des informa-
tions de forme d’onde du signal de sortie provenant
dudit capteur de mouvement du foetus.

3. Système (40) de surveillance de mouvement foetal,
comprenant :

un dispositif (21) de collecte d’informations sur
des mouvements foetaux selon la revendication
2 ou 3 ; et
un dispositif d’analyse configuré pour analyser
des mouvements foetaux sur la base des infor-
mations de forme d’onde et des informations
temporelles stockées dans ledit support de stoc-
kage et délivrer en sortie le résultat d’analyse.

4. Système (40) de surveillance de mouvement foetal
tel que revendiqué dans la revendication 3, dans le-
quel ledit dispositif d’analyse comprend :

un dispositif d’affichage ; et
un moyen de reproduction de forme d’onde de
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signal qui reproduit la forme d’onde de signal
pendant une période continue prédéterminée
sur la base des informations de forme d’onde et
des informations temporelles stockées dans le-
dit support de stockage et affiche la forme d’on-
de de signal reproduite sur ledit dispositif d’affi-
chage.

5. Système (40) de surveillance de mouvement foetal
tel que revendiqué dans la revendication 3 ou 4, dans
lequel ledit dispositif d’analyse comprend un moyen
de détermination de type de mouvement foetal qui
détermine un type de mouvement foetal sur la base
des informations de forme d’onde du signal de sortie
provenant dudit capteur de mouvement du foetus
stockées dans ledit support de stockage.

6. Système (40) de surveillance de mouvement foetal
tel que revendiqué dans la revendication 5 dans le-
quel ledit moyen de détermination de type de mou-
vement foetal est configuré pour obtenir une distri-
bution spectrale d’informations de forme d’onde du
signal de sortie provenant dudit capteur de mouve-
ment du foetus et comparer ladite distribution spec-
trale avec des distributions spectrales de référence
des types de mouvement foetal afin de déterminer
un type de mouvement foetal.

7. Système (40) de surveillance de mouvement foetal
tel que revendiqué dans la revendication 5 ou 6 dans
lequel ledit dispositif d’analyse comprend :

un moyen de production de modèles d’occur-
rence qui produit des modèles d’occurrence de
types de mouvement foetal dans une période
fixe sur la base du résultat de détermination du-
dit moyen de détermination de type de mouve-
ment foetal ; et
un moyen de détermination configuré pour stoc-
ker à l’avance des modèles de référence qui
sont des critères pour la détermination de l’état
de santé d’un foetus et comparer les modèles
d’occurrence produits par ledit moyen de pro-
duction de modèles d’occurrence avec lesdits
modèles de référence afin de déterminer l’état
de santé du foetus.

8. Système (40) de surveillance de mouvement foetal,
tel que revendiqué dans l’une quelconque des re-
vendications 3 à 7 dans lequel
ledit système (40) de surveillance de mouvement
foetal comprend en outre un capteur de mouvement
de la mère pour détecter des informations biologi-
ques du corps de la mère,
ledit moyen de commande de stockage est configuré
pour stocker, dans ledit support de stockage, des
informations de forme d’onde d’un signal de sortie
obtenu à partir dudit capteur de mouvement de la

mère pendant une période depuis le moment où ledit
signal de sortie atteint un niveau pour dépasser la-
dite valeur de seuil jusqu’à ce que ledit temps pré-
déterminé s’écoule ainsi que des informations de for-
me d’onde du signal de sortie dudit capteur de mou-
vement du foetus, et
ledit dispositif d’analyse comprend un moyen d’ex-
traction d’informations sur des mouvements foetaux
pour extraire, à partir d’informations stockées dans
ledit support de stockage, des informations qui ne
dépendent que du mouvement foetal pour ne subir
aucune influence donnée par le mouvement du
corps de la mère afin d’analyser des informations
extraites par ledit moyen d’extraction d’informations
sur des mouvements foetaux.

9. Système (40) de surveillance de mouvement foetal
tel que revendiqué dans la revendication 3 dans le-
quel ledit moyen de commande de stockage est
pourvu d’un moyen de communication capable de
communiquer avec un dispositif d’analyse installé à
un emplacement éloigné ou une institution médicale
par l’intermédiaire d’une radio LAN ou d’un réseau
de communication.
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