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Description

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

[0001] This application claims the benefit of U.S. Pro-
visional Patent Application Serial No. 60/308,012, filed
July 26, 2001. This application is related to an application
(Attorney Docket No. VI/01-008, Express Mail Label No.
EL886755793US) filed on even date herewith, entitled
DETECTION OF FLUIDS IN TISSUE, also claiming pri-
ority to U.S. Provisional Patent Application Serial No.
60/308,012, filed July 26, 2001, published as
WO03/009753.

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0002] The present invention relates in general to the
detection of fluid and other materials in biological tissues
and, more particularly, to electromagnetic sensors and
methods of using those sensors for the detection of fluid
and other materials in tissues. While the present inven-
tion is generally applicable to sensing of bodily or injected
fluid levels or the presence of other foreign materials,
such as tumors, in tissues, as well as microwave imaging
and the like, it will be described herein primarily with ref-
erence to extravasation for which it is particularly appli-
cable and initially being utilized.

BACKGROUND ART

[0003] Sensing changed, elevated or abnormal fluid
levels in living tissues is often important to patient treat-
ment. One example of abnormal fluid levels in tissue is
edema, i.e., an abnormal accumulation of watery fluid in
the intercellular spaces of connective tissue. Edematous
tissues are swollen and, when punctured, secrete a thin
incoagulable fluid. Edema is most frequently a symptom
of disease rather than a disease in itself, and it may have
a number of causes, most of which can be traced back
to gross variations in the physiological mechanisms that
normally maintain a constant water balance in the cells,
tissues, and blood. Among the causes may be diseases
of the kidneys, heart, veins, or lymphatic system; malnu-
trition; or allergic reactions. Abnormal fluid levels also
arise in tissues due to hemorrhage or the discharge of
blood from blood vessels with the collection and clotting
of blood in tissues leading to hematomas. Hematomas
normally are the result of injury.
[0004] In addition to the accumulation of body fluids,
elevated fluid levels in tissues can arise as a result of
introduction of a fluid into the body, for example, during
an injection procedure. In that regard, in many medical
diagnostic and therapeutic procedures, a physician or
other person injects fluid into a patient’s blood vessels.
Moreover, in recent years, a number of injector-actuated
syringes and powered injectors for pressurized injection
of contrast medium in procedures such as angiography,
computed tomography, ultrasound and nuclear magnetic

resonance/magnetic resonance imaging (NMR/MRI)
have been developed.
[0005] Extravasation or infiltration is the accidental in-
fusion or leakage of an injection fluid, such as a contrast
medium or a therapeutic agent, into tissue surrounding
a blood vessel rather than into the blood vessel itself.
Extravasation can be caused, for example, by rupture or
dissection of fragile vasculature, valve disease, inappro-
priate needle placement, or patient movement resulting
in the infusing needle being pulled from the intended ves-
sel or causing the needle to be pushed through the wall
of the vessel. High injection pressures and/or rates of
some modern procedures can increase the risk of ex-
travasation. In computed tomography, for example, con-
trast injection flow rates can be in the range of 0.1 to 10
ml/s.
[0006] Extravasation can cause serious injury to pa-
tients. In that regard, certain injection fluids such as con-
trast media or chemotherapy drugs can be toxic to tissue.
It is, therefore, very important when performing fluid in-
jections to detect extravasation as soon as possible and
discontinue the injection upon detection.
[0007] Several extravasation detection techniques are
known in the art. Two simple and very useful techniques
for detecting extravasation are palpation of the patient in
the vicinity of the injection site and simple visual obser-
vation of the vicinity of the injection site by a trained health
care provider. In the palpation technique, the health care
provider manually senses swelling of tissue near the in-
jection resulting from extravasation. By visual observa-
tion, it is also sometimes possible to observe directly any
swelling of the skin in the vicinity of an injection site re-
sulting from extravasation.
[0008] In addition to palpation and observation, there
are a number of automatic methods of detecting extrava-
sation that include automatically triggering an alarm con-
dition upon detection. For example, U.S. Pat. No.
4,647,281 discloses subcutaneous temperature sensing
of extravasation to trigger such an alarm. In this method
of extravasation detection, an antenna and a microwave
radiometer instantaneously measure the temperature of
the subcutaneous tissue at the site where fluid is injected.
An algorithm periodically determines the temperature dif-
ference between tissue and injected fluid, and compares
the difference to a fixed threshold. An alarm processor
uses the comparison to determine an alarm condition.
[0009] U.S. Pat. No. 5,334,141 discloses a microwave
extravasation detection system employing a reusable mi-
crowave antenna and a disposable attachment element
for releasably securing the microwave antenna to a pa-
tient’s skin over an injection site. The attachment element
holds the antenna in intimate contact with the patient’s
skin to optimize microwave transfer therebetween, while
shielding the antenna from environmental noise signals.
U.S. Patent No. 5,954,668 also discloses use of a micro-
wave antenna to sense temperature of tissue to detect
extravasation.
[0010] In addition to microwave radiometry for the de-
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tection of extravasation as described above, radiometry
has also been proposed for the detection of pulmonary
edema as described in U.S. Patent No. 4,488,559. U.S.
Patent No. 4,240,445 discloses detection of pulmonary
edema via transmitting electromagnetic energy through
a transmission line coupled to tissue. U.S. Patent No.
4,690,149 discloses detection of brain edema via imped-
ance changes detected by a sensor. A proposed method
of detection of brain edema is also disclosed in U.S. Pat-
ent No. 6,233,479, in which a measured signal from a
microwave antenna is compared to stored characteristic
hematoma signals from hematomas of different thick-
nesses and a predetermined threshold value which can
be used for judging whether or not a hematoma signal
from an actual patient represents a real blood pool or not.
[0011] Microwave energy has also been used for the
detection of tumors in living tissue as described in U.S.
Patent No. 6,061,589. Unlike the passive measurements
in microwave radiometry, U.S. Patent No. 6,061,589 dis-
closed transmission of electromagnetic energy into the
body (breast tissue) using a microwave antenna with col-
lection and measurement of a resultant signal. In that
regard, U.S. Patent No. 6,061,589 describes a micro-
wave antenna to detect incipient tumors in accordance
with differences in relative dielectric characteristics. Elec-
tromagnetic energy in the microwave frequency range is
applied to a discrete volume in the tissue and scattered
signal returns are collected. The irradiated location is
shifted or changed in a predetermined scanning pattern.
The returned signals are processed to detect anomalies
indicative of the present of a tumor.
[0012] Likewise, microwave energy has been pro-
posed for use in water content mapping in human tissue
as described in U.S. Patent No. 5,995,863. Microwave
energy has also been used in non-invasive tomographic
spectroscopy imaging. See U.S. Patent Nos. 6,332,087
and 6,026,173.
[0013] Microwave energy has also further been used
to measure the fat content in nonliving organic tissue.
For example, M. Kent, "Hand Held Fat/Water Determi-
nation", (1993), available at www.distell.comlproductsl-
papers/paper2.htm. discloses a microstrip transmission
line type sensor for such a determination. In general, the
fat content of pelagic and other fatty species of fish is
proportion to water content. The dielectric properties of
the fish depend on the water content. In the device of
Kent, changes in the transmission properties of the
microstrip transmission line held against the fish were
calibrated against water content. Through simulations it
was found that the present invention is significantly more
sensitive to changes within biological tissue due to the
fact that it relies on the tissue as the transmission path
rather than a transmission line. In an open transmission
line type sensor, a significant fraction of the transmitted
energy travels through the transmission line itself and is
significantly less impacted by changes in the underlying
tissue. In the present invention, a large fraction of the
energy travels through the tissue and therefore changes

in the tissue path will impact the signal more drastically.
[0014] US-A-5,861,019 discloses a sensor element for
injecting and/or receiving electromagnetic waves into
body tissue, said sensor comprising a housing, a sub-
strate mounted within said housing, a superstrate mount-
ed to said substrate and a generally planar antenna el-
ement accommodated by and mounted between said
substrate and said superstrate. Said superstrate has a
base facing said substrate and an outer surface extend-
ing away from said substrate. Said outer surface has a
transitional periphery interconnecting said base to an out-
er surface plateau extending over at least a central por-
tion of said superstrate. At least a portion of said transi-
tional periphery of said outer surface of said superstrate
has a generally smooth transition from said base to said
surface plateau.
[0015] US-A-4,329,689 discloses a microstrip anten-
na, comprising a ground plane and at least two microstrip
elements disposed in a stack on top of said ground plane.
[0016] Lee et al., "Body Conformable 915 MHz Micro-
strip Array Applicators For Large Surface Area Hyper-
thermia", IEEE Transactions On Biomedical Engineer-
ing, IEEE Inc. New York, US, vol. 39, no. 5, 1 May 1992
(1992-05-01), pages 470-483, XP000294196 ISSN:
0018-9294, discloses microstrip array applicators for tak-
ing measurements in tissue.
[0017] US-B-6,208,903 discloses an apparatus for
non-invasive removal of target tissues, the apparatus in-
cluding a microwave applicator antenna element array
for introducing a plurality of electromagnetic surface
waves adjacent the target tissue.
[0018] It is very desirable to develop improved sensors
and methods for their use in detecting elevated or other-
wise abnormal levels of fluids in living tissue, for example,
as the result of edema, hematoma or extravasation. Such
sensors and methods would also be desirable for detect-
ing the presence of other materials, such as tumors, in
living tissue as well as for microwave imaging and other
like applications.

DISCLOSURE OF INVENTION

[0019] According to the invention, a sensor having the
features of claim 1 is provided. Advantageous embodi-
ments are described in the subclaims.
[0020] In accordance with one aspect of the present
invention, a sensor element for injecting and/or receiving
electromagnetic waves into body tissue comprises a
housing with a substrate mounted within the housing. A
superstrate is mounted to the substrate and has a base
facing the substrate and an outer surface extending away
from the substrate and having a transitional periphery
interconnecting the base to an outer surface plateau ex-
tending over at least a central portion of the superstrate.
A generally planar antenna element is accommodated
by and mounted between the substrate and the super-
strate, wherein at least a portion of said transitional pe-
riphery of the outer surface of the superstrate has a gen-
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erally smooth transition from the base to the surface pla-
teau. The smooth transition reduces and substantially
eliminates air pockets where the superstrate contacts tis-
sue to be sensed and thereby improves signal coupling
and resulting measurements. The sensor element can
be used for transmitting and/or receiving electromagnetic
wave energy.
[0021] The transitional periphery can be generally lin-
ear so that the outer surface forms a truncated pyramid
or curvilinear so that it is nearly undetectable in plan view.
The housing can be formed of a variety of materials but
preferably is a resilient material such as polyurethane.
The planar antenna element can be substantially any
shape including rectangular and circular. In an illustrative
embodiment, the planar antenna element comprises a
rectangular electrically conductive patch. In this embod-
iment, the planar antenna element, more particularly, is
square and is electrically contacted adjacent a corner of
the element to generate circularly polarized electromag-
netic wave signals. To somewhat control electromagnet-
ic wave directionality, only a portion of the transitional
periphery of the outer surface of the superstrate can have
a generally smooth transition from the base to the surface
plateau so that electromagnetic waves are directed to-
ward that portion for both transmission and reception.
The sensor element may further comprise an electrically
conductive shield around at least a portion of the sub-
strate to form an electrically conductive cavity. It is cur-
rently preferred to match a resonance mode of the an-
tenna element to a resonance mode of the cavity so that
the antenna element and the cavity resonant together.
When the antenna element and the cavity are rectangu-
lar, the resonance mode of the antenna element corre-
sponds to a diagonal measurement of the antenna ele-
ment and the resonance mode of the cavity corresponds
to a side dimension of the cavity.
[0022] The sensor element can be constructed to have
the antenna element and the cavity be congruent
squares. For economy sake, it may be beneficial to be
able to reuse the antenna element so that the antenna
element may be mounted to the substrate and the su-
perstrate may be removably mounted to the substrate
and disposable. The outer surface of the superstrate may
include adhesive for securing the sensor element to the
body tissue, for example by double-sided tape. The sub-
strate and the superstrate may be constructed of a high
permittivity, low loss material, for example, a ceramic ma-
terial such as magnesium calcium titanium dioxide
(MgCaTiO2). To improve coupling electromagnetic
waves into tissue to be sensed, the superstrate may com-
prise a material with an intrinsic impedance substantially
the same as the surface impedance of the tissue into
which electromagnetic waves are to be injected and/or
from which electromagnetic waves are to be received.
The base of the superstrate can include an indentation
sized to receive the generally planar antenna element
and/or can be formed to accommodate an electrical con-
nection to the generally planar antenna element.

[0023] In accordance with the invention, a sensor com-
prises at least two sensor elements with each sensor
element comprising a substrate and a superstrate. The
superstrate is mounted to the substrate and has a base
facing the substrate and an outer surface extending away
from the substrate with the outer surface having a tran-
sitional periphery interconnecting the base to an outer
surface plateau extending over at least a central portion
of the superstrate. A generally planar antenna element
is accommodated by and mounted between the substrate
and the superstrate, wherein at least a portion of the tran-
sitional periphery of the outer surface of the superstrate
has a generally smooth transition from the base to the
surface plateau.
[0024] The sensor further comprises a housing sup-
porting the at least two sensor elements. The housing
may comprise a resilient material such as polyurethane
and is shaped with the sensing elements positioned with-
in the housing to permit visual observation and palpation
of body tissue interposed between the at least two sensor
elements. In one embodiment, the housing is shaped like
a bowtie having two expanded portions interconnected
by a portion more narrow than the expanded portions,
each of the two expanded portions having at least one
sensor element housed therein. The housing having first
and second elongated portions may be interconnected
by a third elongated portion, each of the first and second
elongated portions having at least one sensor element
housed therein. The third elongated portion can be po-
sitioned at one end of the two elongated portions so that
the sensor housing is generally U-shaped to permit visual
observation and palpation of body tissue interposed with-
in the open end of the U-shaped housing.
[0025] The portion of the transitional periphery of at
least one of the at least two sensor elements can be
positioned to provide directional transmission and/or re-
ceipt of electromagnetic wave energy. The portions of
the transitional periphery of at least two of the at least
two sensor elements can be positioned to be directed
toward one another. The sensor can comprise at least
four sensor elements which define at least two electro-
magnetic wave transmitters and at least two of the sensor
elements define at least two electromagnetic wave re-
ceiver elements, with the at least two electromagnetic
wave transmitters being positioned opposite the at least
two electromagnetic wave receivers. To improve cou-
pling, the portions of the transitional periphery of the at
least two electromagnetic wave transmitters can be po-
sitioned toward the at least two electromagnetic wave
receivers and the portions of the transitional periphery of
the at least two electromagnetic wave receivers can be
positioned toward the at least two electromagnetic wave
transmitters. The at least two electromagnetic wave
transmitters can be separated from the at least two elec-
tromagnetic wave receivers by body tissue to be moni-
tored by electromagnetic waves. The planar antenna el-
ements of the at least two sensor elements can be square
and, for circular polarized of the electromagnetic waves,
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can be electrically contacted adjacent inner corners of
the elements.
[0026] In accordance with yet another aspect of the
present invention, a sensor comprises at least two sensor
elements with each sensor element comprising a first
substrate and a second substrate. A generally planar an-
tenna element is accommodated by and mounted be-
tween the first substrate and the second substrate of each
sensor element and the antenna elements are structured
to emit electromagnetic waves from an edge of the an-
tennae and the at least two sensors are angularly orient-
ed relative to and directed toward each other. The angular
orientation of the at least two sensors can be approxi-
mately 120° relative to each other. Since a variety of an-
gles can be used, including different angles for each sen-
sor element, the angular orientation of the at least two
sensors can be adjustable relative to each other.
[0027] In accordance with still yet another aspect of
the present invention, a sensor comprises at least two
sensor elements with each sensor element comprising
a substrate and a superstrate mounted to the substrate
and having a base facing the substrate and an outer sur-
face extending away from the substrate. A generally pla-
nar antenna element is accommodated by and mounted
between the substrate and the superstrate. A housing
supports the at least two sensor elements to maintain a
predetermined distance between the two sensor ele-
ments. The housing may comprise a resilient material
such as polyurethane and is shaped, and the sensing
elements are positioned within the housing, to permit vis-
ual observation and palpation of body tissue interposed
between the at least two sensor elements.
[0028] In one embodiment, the housing is shaped like
a bowtie having two expanded portions interconnected
by a portion more narrow than the expanded portions,
each of the two expanded portions having at least one
sensor element housed therein. In another embodiment,
the housing may have first and second elongated por-
tions interconnected by a third elongated portion, with
each of the first and second elongated portions having
at least one sensor element housed therein. When the
third elongated portion is positioned at one end of the
two elongated portions, the sensor housing is generally
U-shaped to permit visual observation and palpation of
body tissue interposed within the open end of the U-
shaped housing. The sensor may comprise at least four
sensor elements with at least two of the sensor elements
defining at least two electromagnetic wave transmitters
and at least two of the sensor elements defining at least
two electromagnetic wave receiver elements with the at
least two electromagnetic wave transmitters being posi-
tioned opposite the at least two electromagnetic wave
receivers. The at least two electromagnetic wave trans-
mitters can be separated from the at least two electro-
magnetic wave receivers by body tissue to be monitored
by electromagnetic waves and the planar antenna ele-
ments of the at least two sensor elements can be square
and be electrically contacted adjacent inner corners of

the elements to induce circular polarization of the elec-
tromagnetic waves.
[0029] In one embodiment, the housing is flush with
the outer surface of the substrate. In another embodi-
ment, the housing is recessed below the outer surface
of the superstrate and defines a transitional periphery
interconnecting the housing to the outer surface of the
superstrate, wherein at least a portion of the transitional
periphery has a generally smooth transition from the base
to the surface plateau.
[0030] The present invention and its attendant advan-
tages will be further understood by reference to the fol-
lowing detailed description and the accompanying draw-
ings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0031]

Fig. 1 illustrates a detection system in which the sen-
sors and sensor elements of the invention of the
present application can be used.

Fig. 2 illustrates the detection system of Fig. 1 in use
to detect extravasation.

Fig. 3 illustrates a first antenna array positioned
about an injection site for use in the detection of ex-
travasation.

Fig. 4A illustrates a second embodiment of an an-
tenna array including tapered-slot antennae.

Fig. 4B illustrates a side view of use of an antenna
array as illustrated in Fig. 4A to pass electromagnetic
energy across a surface to detect a change in, for
example, the geometry, shape or morphology of the
surface corresponding to a change in fluid level or
material presence in underlying tissue.

Fig. 4C illustrates a side view of an antenna used to
transmit electromagnetic energy to and measure re-
flected electromagnetic energy from a surface to de-
tect a change in, for example, the geometry, shape
or morphology of the surface corresponding to a
change in fluid level in underlying tissue.

Fig. 5 illustrates a second antenna array positioned
about an injection site for use in the detection of ex-
travasation.

Fig. 6 illustrates an embodiment of a transmitter
and/or receiver including a coupling or superstrate
layer suitable for coupling the transmitter/receiver to
the skin.

Fig. 7A illustrates a side, cross-sectional view of an
embodiment of an antenna including a sensor ele-
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ment of the present invention with a linearly tapered
superstrate.

Fig. 7B illustrates a side, cross-sectional view of the
antenna of Fig. 7A coupled to a patient’s arm.

Fig. 7C illustrates a side, cross-sectional view of an
antenna of the present application with a square su-
perstrate coupled to a patient’s arm.

Fig. 7D is a plan view of the antenna or Fig. 7A show-
ing resonance sizing of a square patch antenna and
a circular patch antenna, one of many alternate patch
antenna geometries.

Fig. 7E is a broken-away, side, cross-sectional view
of an alternate embodiment of an antenna of the
present invention showing a curvilinear tapered su-
perstrate.

Fig. 8A illustrates a bottom view of a "bowtie" sensor
of the present invention including two antenna as
illustrated in Figs. 7A and 7B.

Fig. 8B illustrates a side, cross-sectional view of the
sensor of Fig. 8A.

Fig. 8C illustrates a perspective view of the sensor
of Fig. 8A.

Fig. 8D illustrates a side view of the sensor of Fig.
8A coupled to a patient’s arm.

Fig. 8E illustrates a side, cross-sectional view of an
embodiment of an antenna of the present invention
positioned within a base member having a tapered
profile to assist in conforming to tissue.

Fig. 9A illustrates a bottom view of a U-shaped sen-
sor of the present invention including two antenna
as illustrated in Figs. 7A and 7B.

Fig. 9B illustrates a bottom view of a U-shaped sen-
sor of the present invention including two linear ar-
rays of four antennae as illustrated in Figs. 7A and
7B.

Fig. 10 illustrates a top view of an embodiment of a
phantom used to model elevated or otherwise ab-
normal fluid levels in the human body.

Fig. 11 illustrates a side, cross-sectional view of the
phantom of Fig. 7.

Fig. 12 illustrates an experimental setup in which a
single antenna was used as both the transmitter and
receiver.

Fig. 13 the effect of increasing fluid level on the re-
ceived signal in the setup of Fig. 9.

Fig. 14 illustrates an experimental setup in which one
antenna was used as a transmitter and another an-
tenna was used as a receiver.

Fig. 15 illustrates a comparison of the resonance fre-
quencies of the two antennae of Fig. 14.

Fig. 16 the effect of increasing fluid level on the re-
ceived signal in the setup of Fig. 14.

Fig. 17 illustrates the sensor of Fig. 8A in connection
with a chicken phantom.

Fig. 18 illustrates signal data resulting from extrava-
sation studies on a single-skinned chicken phantom.

Fig. 19A illustrates "complex distance" as a function
of injected volume and frequency in the upper graph
and maximum "complex distance" over all frequen-
cies as a function of injected volume in a lower graph
for an extravasation study on a double-skinned
chicken phantom.

Fig. 19B illustrates "complex distance" as a function
of injected volume and frequency in the upper graph
and maximum "complex distance" over all frequen-
cies as a function of injected volume in a lower graph
for another extravasation study on a double-skinned
chicken phantom.

Fig. 19C illustrates "complex distance" as a function
of injected volume and frequency in the upper graph
and maximum "complex distance" over all frequen-
cies as a function of injected volume in a lower graph
for an extravasation study on a single-skinned chick-
en phantom.

Fig. 20 illustrates a graphical representation of "com-
plex distance".

Fig. 21A illustrates signal data resulting from studies
using the sensor of Fig. 8A on a human subject on
areas of varying fat layer thickness.

Fig. 21 B illustrates signal data resulting from studies
using the sensor of Figs. 8A on another human sub-
ject on areas of varying fat layer thickness.

Fig. 22A illustrates signal data resulting from studies
using the sensor of Fig. 8A on a human subject’s
arm at various arm positions.

Fig. 22B illustrates signal data resulting from studies
using the sensor of Fig. 8A on a human subject’s
arm at various arm positions wherein sensor cables
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were maintained in separation.

Figs. 23 and 24 illustrate an alternate embodiment
of a sensor with opposing directional planar anten-
nae.

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION

[0032] While the sensors and methods of the present
invention are generally applicable to the sensing of bodily
or injected fluid levels or other foreign materials of the
levels of such foreign materials in tissues, they will be
described herein primarily with reference to extravasa-
tion for which it is particularly applicable and initially being
utilized. Complex permittivity and permeability govern
how an electromagnetic wave will propagate through a
substance. Complex permittivity typically has the great-
est effect since it varies significantly between tissue types
and fluids of interest. The complex permeability of various
tissues and many fluids of interest is approximately that
of a vacuum, reducing the effect of this parameter. How-
ever, some fluids such as MRI contrast agents may have
an appreciable complex permeability difference from tis-
sue. Although blood contains small amounts of iron, the
permeability value for any significant volume of blood is
typically insignificant. Complex permittivity is generally
expressed as 

wherein ε’ is the real component of the complex value
and is known as the dielectric constant or sometimes
simply referred to as the "permittivity." The term ε" is the
imaginary component of the complex value and is often
referred to as the "loss factor." The ratio of (ε"/ε) is known
as the "loss tangent." The complex permittivity (and
sometimes permeability) of certain substances differ
from the body tissue at certain frequencies. Such differ-
ences in permittivity and/or permeability are used for the
detection and level monitoring of certain fluids and sub-
stances in biological tissue.
[0033] The studies leading to the present invention
have shown that electromagnetic energy having, for ex-
ample, a frequency in the range of approximately
300MHz to approximately 30GHz (and, more preferably,
in the range of approximately 1 GHz to approximately
10GHz, and, even more preferably, in the range of ap-
proximately 3GHz to approximately 5GHz) provides
good penetration into tissue. In general, such electro-
magnetic energy is launched into the subcutaneous tis-
sue and a resultant signal is measured. Electromagnetic
energy in the frequency range set forth above has been
found to transmit through the skin and to transmit or prop-
agate well within, for example, fat. Good transmission
through the fat layer is beneficial for detection of extrava-
sation as many extravasations occur in the fat layer. The

sensitivity to extravasation of the systems and methods
utilizing the present invention is thus increased as com-
pared, for example, to impedance plethysmography
wherein the majority of the electrical current passes
through highly conductive layers such as skin and muscle
where extravasation is much less likely to occur.
[0034] Using the detection system configuration illus-
trated in Fig. 1, the presence or level of a foreign material,
liquid, body fluid, or substance in the subcutaneous tis-
sue can be determined. One or more electromagnetic
sources 10, typically antennae, transmit electromagnetic
waves into the tissue in an area of interest, for example,
a portion of an arm 100 of a human patient as shown in
Fig. 1. The scattered and/or reflected electromagnetic
waves are then received by the launching antenna(e),
represented by the dashed line in Fig. 1, and/or by one
or more receiving antenna(e) 20. A signal can be trans-
mitted and received with a single antenna which acts as
both the source and the sensing element. However, using
multiple receiving antennae can be advantageous as
noise, motion artifacts, and other anomalies can some-
times be more readily discerned from changes due to
abnormal levels of fluid/substance of interest.
[0035] A signal is supplied to the active antenna(e) 10
from one or more signal sources 30. The signal source
(s) 30 is preferably in communicative control with a data
processing and the control unit 40, for example, a com-
puter. The control unit 40 can be in communication with
a user interface 50, for example, a keyboard, a monitor
etc., and an alarm 60. The data processing and control
unit 40 is also preferably in communication with a signal
processor 70 which receives signals from the antenna
10 and/or the antenna 20.
[0036] In general, the detection system illustrated in
the present application is well suited for the detection of
abnormal and/or changing levels of a variety of fluids in
the human body, including both body fluid and foreign
substances. In several embodiments of the detection
system, one or more antennae as described above can
be used to determine if an extravasation has occurred
during an injection procedure. Several antenna(e) de-
signs, configurations and/or placements are described
below in the context of detection or determination of ex-
travasation.
[0037] For example, Fig. 2 illustrates the use of the
detection system of Fig. 1 in the detection of an extrava-
sation 120 during an injection procedure. The transmit-
ting antenna 10 and the receiving antenna 20 are posi-
tioned on opposing sides of an injection site wherein a
catheter 160 is positioned within, for example, a vein 110.
The catheter 160 can, for example, be in operative con-
nection with a source of pressurized injection fluid such
as a syringe 170 in connection with a powered injector
180 as known in the art.
[0038] The detection system uses electromagnetic
waves in the RF and microwave region, well below the
optical frequency range. Applicators/antennae to trans-
mit and/or receive electromagnetic energy for use in the
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present invention are, for example, resonant structures
and may take on several forms including, but not limited
to, the following: microstrip antenna(e), waveguide(s),
horn(s); helical antenna(e) and dipole antenna(e) as
known in the art. As used herein, the term "microstrip
antenna" refers generally to a thin, low-profile antenna
of a wide variety of patterns including, but not limited to,
linear, square, circular, annular ring, triangular, rectan-
gular, dipole, tapered slot, planar spiral and others.
[0039] In the RF and microwave frequency electro-
magnetic energy ranges of detection system, resonant
structures or other energy transmitting antennae interact
with the tissue of interest via nearfield interactions and
propagated waves. Energy is exchanged with the tissue
in the nearfield and waves are propagated into the tissue.
Reflections and scattering occurs at boundaries when
permittivity and/or permeability variations and differenc-
es occur.
[0040] In the detection system, a measured signal is
compared to a reference signal or signals to determine
if an abnormal (for example, elevated) level of fluid is
present in the area of tissue being monitored. A reference
signal can, for example, be a baseline signal that is meas-
ured when the fluid/substance level of interest is known
or in a known state. Following the baseline determination,
a search mode is entered where changes in reflected or
scattered waves are detected by measuring the received
signal(s) and comparing them to the reference signal(s).
If, for example, the measured signal deviates from the
reference signal by a predetermined amount or in a pre-
determined manner, the alarm 60 can be activated. In an
injection procedure, the injection can be stopped upon
activation of the alarm 60. For example, the control unit
40 can be in communication with the powered injector
180 to stop an injection procedure upon detection of ex-
travasation.
[0041] Measurements and signal processing can be
made in the time domain and/or the frequency domain
as known in the art. In the frequency domain, the signal
source is generally a sinusoidal wave source in which
the frequency is swept or stepped through a desired fre-
quency range. At each frequency of interest, the magni-
tude and/or phase of the measured signal can be com-
pared to the magnitude and/or phase of the reference
signal to detect changes of, for example, a pre-deter-
mined amount. Alternatively, in the time domain, the sig-
nal source can be a substantially narrow impulse or sharp
step that excites the resonant modes of the sending an-
tenna(e) which in turn launch electromagnetic waves into
the tissue of interest. Fluid or substance presence or level
changes alter the received signal(s) such that they differ
from the reference signal in terms of delay, frequency
content, and/or overall shape.
[0042] The detection system also embodies other
types of measurements and signal processing. When us-
ing the same antenna(e) to send and receive energy,
such measurement modes can include, for example, an-
tenna impedance or resonant mode frequency shift de-

tection. Furthermore, more sophisticated signal process-
ing techniques of the reference and/or received signals
can be employed. For example, the signals may be math-
ematically manipulated, such as averaged, integrated,
median filtered, band pass filtered, low pass filtered, or
high pass filtered in the time or frequency domain to em-
phasize subtle patterns in the data that may not be as
readily apparent when simple reference subtraction/
comparison is performed.
[0043] In general, to compare or to make a comparison
refers to making a decision or judgment based upon a
relationship between two or more measurements, sets
of measurements, or functions of measurements. The
relationship is generally expressed as a mathematical
relationship, algorithm or heuristic. For example, a com-
parison of magnitude or "complex distance" from a ref-
erence or baseline measurement, as further described
below, can be made. It is also possible to compare the
slopes or rate of change of the received and reference
signals. An algorithm similar to that applied in statistical
process control can, for example, be applied whereby an
abnormality is judged to occur if more than a predeter-
mined number of successive measurements, for exam-
ple four successive measurements, are on one side of
the reference signal, or if one measurement is outside of
a standard band, or if there is a trend of a predetermined
number of measurements, for example seven measure-
ments, moving in a consistent direction. As known to
those skilled in the art there, are many other comparisons
that can be made.
[0044] In a first antenna array positioned about an in-
jection site illustrated in Fig. 3, two generally linear arrays
of antennae are used. In this embodiment, one array of
antennae is an active, launching/transmitting, array 200
and an opposing array of antennae on the other side of
the injection site is a passive, receiving, array 220. The
signal source of the system excites or drives the active
array 200 via, for example, amplifiers by using sinusoidal
or impulse waveforms. The signal source(s) create an
electromagnetic wave which is launched generally nor-
mally (perpendicularly) to the skin surface and into the
subcutaneous tissue. The wave then scatters and prop-
agates through the subcutaneous tissue (for example,
through adipose/fat tissue). Tissue layers that are more
conductive than fat, such as muscle and skin, tend to
reflect and guide the electromagnetic energy. The anten-
nae of the passive antennae array 220 then receive the
signals which are, in turn, processed by the signal and
data processing subsystems. The received or measured
signals are then compared to the reference, for example
baseline, signals that were collected during the baseline
procedure. As discussed above, baseline measurements
can be repeated or updated to create a running baseline.
As known by those skilled in the art, a wide variety of
microstrip antenna designs are suitable for use in the
present invention including: line, square, circular, annular
ring, triangular, rectangular, dipole, tapered slot, planar
spiral and others. In general, any design that yields suf-
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ficient energy coupling in the preferred frequency ranges
set forth above are suitable for use in detection system.
[0045] In Fig. 4A, a generally linear array 240 of trans-
mitting microstrip antennae with a tapered-slot design
are illustrated. The tapered-slot design yields improved
directionality and increased bandwidth. The antennae or
array 240 are angled toward the skin of arm 100 so that
the waves can be launched into the tissue, yet in the
general direction toward a passive/receiving antennae
260. Use of such tapered-slot antennae can improve sig-
nal coupling and overall sensitivity.
[0046] In another embodiment of the detection system,
electromagnetic waves are propagated in the vicinity of
the surface of the skin or other body surface using an-
tennae, for example arrays of antennae as illustrated in
Fig. 4A, above or close to the surface. The propagated
waves interact with the surface in a manner that is affect-
ed by the surface shape, geometry or morphology. This
method can be useful, for example, when the tissue of
interest has a thin fat layer. In this embodiment of the
present invention, surface/skin deformation caused by
the fluid/substance of interest can be detected by moni-
toring signals reflected and/or scattered by the surface.
Tapered-slot antennae in a configuration similar to that
shown in Fig. 4A can, for example, be used to propagate
surface waves across moderately conductive skin. For
example, Fig. 4B illustrates transmission of electromag-
netic waves across the surface of the arm 100 by a pair
of transmitting/receiving antennae 250a and 250b. Sur-
face deformation caused by changed, elevated or abnor-
mal fluid levels (for example, extravasation) induce a
change in the signal measured by the antenna(e) 250a
and 250b. Fig. 4C illustrates another embodiment in
which a transmitting/receiving antenna 260 transmits
electromagnetic energy generally normal to the surface
of the arm 100 and receives a reflected signal. Once
again, surface deformation induces a change in the
measured signal. In the embodiment of Fig. 4C, separate
transmitting and receiving antennae can be used as de-
scribed above as either a single antenna pair or as an
array of multiple transmitting/receiving antennae.
[0047] Another embodiment of a multiple antenna con-
figuration or antenna array is shown in Fig. 5 wherein a
plurality of individual antennae 310 are arranged to sur-
round the area to be monitored. The web array of anten-
nae 310 in Fig. 5 enables a phasing approach to concen-
trate the wave energy at a particular location 320. The
phased drive signals to each antenna can then be altered
such that the focal point 320 is moved in a scanning pat-
tern. This phasing approach can increase the overall sen-
sitivity of the system. Furthermore, directional couplers
can be employed, as known in the art, to allow the trans-
mitting antennae in the web array to also perform as re-
ceiving antennae simultaneously. Directional couplers
are used in equipment such as network analyzers to allow
the analyzer to send energy to a device, like an antenna,
while simultaneously receiving reflected energy from the
device/antenna. Therefore you can transmit and receive

on an antenna simultaneously.
[0048] The detection system illustrated in the present
application is not limited to the antenna configurations or
arrays set forth above. A wide variety of antenna config-
urations are suitable for use in the present invention. In
general, any antenna configuration positioned near the
anticipated location of the liquid or substance to be de-
tected or monitored is suitable.
[0049] For example, extravasation typically occurs in
the immediate vicinity of the injection site, near the posi-
tion of the catheter tip. Extravasation may sometimes
occur, however, at a site remote from the injection site.
In the detection system of the present application, ex-
travasation can be detected at the injection site and at
site(s) remote from an injection site (generally along a
path of potential extravasation) using, for example, an-
tennae positioned as an array along a path of potential
extravasation.
[0050] Because certain body surfaces such as skin are
somewhat reflective to electromagnetic waves in the fre-
quency ranges used in the present invention, coupling
the waves into the surface and tissue can improve system
performance. Coupling can, for example, be improved
by providing a layer of material in contact with the skin/
other surface of interest (for example, the surface of an
internal organ) that couples with the surface by having
an intrinsic impedance similar to the surface. Such ma-
terial may comprise, for example a relatively high permit-
tivity, low-loss material, such as magnesium calcium ti-
tanium dioxide, MgCaTiO2. A disposable de-ionized wa-
ter pouch can also be used. Preferably, deformation of
such a water pouch or container during use thereof is
limited as deformation can impact the received or meas-
ured signal. In that regard, a thin-walled, rigid water con-
tainer can be used or a pressurized water pouch that
limits deformation can be used. Fig. 6 illustrates a sensor
350 in accordance with the present invention wherein an
intermediate, spacing or superstrate layer 360 of a cou-
pling material as described above is in direct contact with
the skin of the arm 100, while an antenna, for example,
a resonant structure 370, is spaced from the skin by the
intermediate or superstrate layer 360. In the embodiment
of Fig. 6, resonant structure 370 is positioned within a
substrate 380 and the sensor is shielded up to the trans-
mitting/receiving face 362 of the sensor. A microstrip an-
tenna 350’ used in several studies that led to the invention
of the present application was structured substantially
the same as the sensor 350 but without the shielding.
[0051] Figs. 7A and 7B illustrate an embodiment of a
microstrip antenna 400 in accordance with the present
invention. Like the antenna 350, the antenna 400 in-
cludes a superstrate layer 410 fabricated from a coupling
material and having an outer surface extending away
from the substrate 430 which contacts the skin of the arm
100, see Fig. 7B. An antenna or resonant structure 420
is positioned on a substrate 430. In general, the antennae
or resonant structures of the present invention are fabri-
cated from a conductive material such as copper, silver,
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gold or other appropriate material as known in the art.
[0052] Preferably, the substrate material is a moderate
to high permittivity, low-loss material, such as
MgCaTiO2, and is often the same as the superstrate to
prevent discontinuities between the substrate and the
superstrate. However, prototypes with differing materials
for the superstrate layer and substrate layer have been
fabricated and successfully operated. In general, any ma-
terial with moderate to high permittivity values (for exam-
ple, in the range of approximately 10 to approximately
100 and, more preferably, in the range of approximately
50 to approximately 80) and low-loss characteristics such
that its intrinsic impedance is reasonably close to the
surface of the tissue to be interrogated will be suitable.
Furthermore, materials with low moisture absorption
characteristics and low permittivity to temperature corre-
lation are also desirable.
[0053] In some of the microstrip antennae used in the
studies leading to the present invention, the antennae
were fabricated from a ceramic laminate material coated
with thin layers of copper on the front and back thereof.
In particular, a product sold under the name RT/duroid®
6010LM by Rogers Corporation of Chandler, Arizona,
was used. Such microwave laminates are ceramic-PTFE
(polytetrafluoroethylene) composites designed for elec-
tronic and microwave circuit applications requiring a rel-
atively high dielectric constant or permittivity. RT/duroid
6010LM laminate has a dielectric constant of 10.2 � 0.25.
The laminates used to fabricate the microstrip antennae
were approximately 2.5 mm thick for the substrate and
1.25 mm for the superstrate and were supplied with both
sides thereof clad with 150 g/m2 (1/2 oz./ft2)electrode-
posited copper foil (cladding thickness of approximately
16 Pm - 76 to 610 g/m2 (16 Pm - 1/4 to 2 oz./ft2)elec-
trodeposited copper foil available with cladding thick-
nesses of 8Pm to 70 Pm).
[0054] In fabricating the sensor elements/sensors of
the present invention, some of the copper material was
etched from the top of the laminate to form a generally
planar microstrip antenna element or resonant structure
420, thereby forming a margin between the outer edge
of the resonant structure 420 and the outer edge of the
substrate 430. In that regard, a margin d (see Fig. 7A)
was created between the resonant structure 420 and the
periphery of the substrate 430. The copper on the bottom
side of the laminate forms a ground plane 440 for the
antenna 400. Side shielding 450 of a conductive material
can be provided to, for example, improve tissue coupling
and reduce the leakage of stray energy. In certain em-
bodiments, stray surface waves can, for example, in-
crease motion and other artifacts. However, such "stray"
or side energy can also be used to monitor surface ge-
ometry changes as discussed above in connection with
Figs. 4A through 4C. Silver side shielding was used in
several antennae of studies leading to the present inven-
tion.
[0055] Side shielding 450 and ground plane 440 form
an electrically conductive cavity C. Preferably, the reso-

nant structure 420 and the cavity C resonate together in
the frequency range of interest. Such resonance im-
proves efficiency by increasing power output relative to
power input for transmission, and power received relative
to power available for reception for receipt. In general,
margin size impacts resonance of a patch or resonant
structure with a cavity. It was found by the present inven-
tor that when the diagonal dimension 420d (see Fig. 7D)
of a square resonant structure 420 is generally equal to
the non-diagonal distance or side width 400w across the
cavity C (total antenna width), resonant structure 42 and
the cavity C resonate together in the frequency range of
interest. It is believed that the first mode of the resonant
structure or patch 420 resonates with the second reso-
nant mode of the cavity C. In this embodiment, the match-
ing of the diagonal dimension 420d with the non-diagonal
distance or side width 400w, determines the size of mar-
gin d.
[0056] Although square resonant structures 410 were
used in the studies resulting in the present invention, it
is clear to one skilled in the art that many alternative an-
tenna element or resonant structure geometries, includ-
ing for example circular or rectangular, can be used in
the sensor elements and sensors of the present inven-
tion. Circular resonant structures can, for example, pro-
vide increase bandwidth as compared to square resonant
structures in certain embodiments.
[0057] Energy is supplied to the resonant structure 420
via, for example, a microcoaxial cable 460 as known in
the art. Energy can be supplied to an inner corner of the
resonant structure 420 to induce circular polarization
which can improve coupling between antennae by de-
creasing the sensitivity of such coupling to the relative
orientations of the antennae. In the fabrication of the an-
tennae or sensor elements/sensors of the present inven-
tion, a base of the superstrate layer 410 was secured to
the substrate 430 using an appropriate adhesive, such
as a cyanoacrylate or "superglue." In that construction,
potential air pockets adjacent the resonant structure 420
are filled with the superglue to substantially avoid any
negative effect on transmission of the microwaves. How-
ever, an indentation corresponding to and receiving the
resonant structure 420 can be formed on the underside
of the superstrate layer 410. Such an indentation can
also or alternately accommodate a solder bump SB
formed by connection of the center conductor of the mi-
crocoaxial cable 460.
[0058] In some of the microstrip antennae used in the
studies leading to the present invention, the antennae
superstrate layer was fabricated from a ceramic filled PT-
FE laminate material reinforced with woven fiberglass
available from Rogers Corporation of Chandler, Arizona
under product number RO3210. That material has a di-
electric constant of 10.2 � 0.5. It was discovered that
beveling the edges of the superstrate layer 410 to form
a transitional periphery 421 interconnecting a base B of
the superstrate layer 410 to an outer surface plateau 423
extending over at least a central portion of the superstrate
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layer 410 improved skin conformance and reduced mo-
tion artifacts in a measurement signal resulting from pa-
tient movement, see Fig. 7A. As illustrated, for example,
in Figs. 7A and 7B, the outer edges of the superstrate
layer 410 are beveled at an angle θ which is greater than
0° and less than 90°. Preferably, θ is between approxi-
mately 20° and 50°. In several of the antennae or sensor
elements/sensors studied in the Experimental Example
set forth below, θ was approximately 30°. In addition to
improving skin conformance/coupling, the superstrate
layer 410 can have only a portion tapered so that it can
also direct energy in the direction of the tapered portion,
for example toward a receiving antenna in the manner
of a "microwave lens" to improve transmission between
antennae. Rather than a linear taper as shown in Figs.
7, 8 and 9, giving the upper surface of the superstrate
layer 410 an appearance of a truncated pyramid, the ta-
per can be a smooth curvilinear surface CS, as shown
in Fig. 7E, to improve the conformance of the superstrate
410 to a patient’s skin.
[0059] Fig. 7C illustrates an antenna 400’ which is sub-
stantially identical to the antenna 400 except that the su-
perstrate 410’ of the antenna 400’ is square, rather than
being beveled or curvilinear. In comparing Figs. 7B and
7E to 7C, it is seen that the skin tissue of the arm 100
does not conform as well to the contour of the antenna
400’ as it does to the contour of the antenna 400, resulting
in the formation of air pockets p on the periphery of the
antenna 400’. Such air pockets can, for example, scatter
the microwave energy, negatively affect coupling and
cause increased artifacts as a result of subject/patient
motion.
[0060] Antennae of the sensor elements/sensors of
the present invention can be made to have somewhat
directional transmission and/or reception of microwaves
by having only a portion of the transitional periphery of
the outer surface of the superstrate have a generally
smooth transition from the base of the superstrate to the
surface plateau of the superstrate in the desired direc-
tional transmission and/or reception. For example, the
antenna 400’ as shown in Fig. 7C can be made to be
provide directional transmission and/or receipt of micro-
waves by making only a portion, such as one side of the
transitional periphery 411’, have a generally smooth tran-
sition so that transmission and/or reception is improved
in that direction, to the right side of Fig. 7C. For such
antenna construction, the shield 450’ should be extended
as shown by the dotted lines. Thus, one or more pairs of
antennae can be mated to favor transmission by one an-
tenna and receipt by its mate.
[0061] Whether the sensors of the present invention
comprise a single antenna, a pair of antennae or an array
of more than two antennae, the injection site preferably
remains open or available for visualization and/or palpa-
tion. The sensors and methods of the present invention
readily afford such availability. As illustrated, for example,
in Figs. 2, 3, 4A and 5, a plurality of antennae can be
placed on the subject/patient in a disconnected state.

However, it is often desirable to generally maintain a pre-
determined distance between antennae.
[0062] Figs. 8A through 8D illustrate a sensor 500 in-
cluding a sensor support, housing or base member 505
that is shaped like a "bowtie" having first and second
expanded portions or base sections 510a, 510b intercon-
nected by a more narrow portion or flexible bridge 520.
The flexible bridge 520 allows some bending and/or twist-
ing of the first base section 510a and the second base
section 510b relative to each other to conform to, for ex-
ample, a patient’s arm or other region of interest. The
base sections 510a, 510b each receive or house an an-
tenna 400 with the bridge 520 generally or approximately
maintaining a predetermined distance or range of dis-
tances between the antennae 400, while providing the
needed flexibility to conform to a patient’s tissue, see, for
example, Fig. 8D, and allowing access to the vicinity of
the detection area, for example, an injection site in an
extravasation detection.
[0063] For a number of applications, the sensor base
505 is thus preferably fabricated from a durable, flexible/
resilient material having a relatively low dielectric con-
stant. Many polymeric materials, such as, for example,
polyurethane, are suitable for fabrication of the sensor
base 505. In several embodiments of the sensor of the
present invention, the sensor base 505 was molded from
an integral piece of polyurethane. It is also contemplated
that the sensor base 505 can be fabricated of more rigid
materials for given applications.
[0064] It is further contemplated that the linear taper
or smooth curvilinear surface, described above relative
to the superstrate 410, can be formed on the sensor sup-
port, housing or base member 51 0a", see Fig. 8E, rather
than on the superstrate 410" to assist in conforming to
tissue. The superstrate 410" in such an embodiment can
be made generally flat or planar over its outward trans-
mitting/receiving surface 412". If a support, housing or
base member defines the taper, linear or curvilinear, or
is generally flush with the face of an antenna, such as
antenna 400", the shielding 450" for antenna 400" can
be extended to the transmitting/receiving face 412" of
superstrate 410" as illustrated in Fig. 8E. Also see Fig. 6.
[0065] The bridge 520 maintains a separation between
the first base section 510a and the second base section
510b and the respective antennae 400 to ensure suitable
coupling and to provide visual and tactile access to the
injection site as defined, for example, by a catheter tip.
[0066] Figs. 9A and 9B illustrate alternative embodi-
ments of sensors 600, 700 of the present invention that
provide flexibility to conform to the patient’s tissue and
allow access to the vicinity of the detection area, for ex-
ample, an injection site in an extravasation detection ap-
plication. The sensor 600 of Fig. 9A is a generally U-
shaped sensor including a sensor support, housing or
base member 605 having a first base section 610a and
a second base section 610b connected by a bridge 620.
As described above for the sensor 500, the sensor base
605 is preferably fabricated from a resilient material such
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as a polyurethane; however, other more rigid materials
are contemplated for use in the present invention. Each
of the first base section 610a and the second base section
610b supports an antenna 400 as described above.
[0067] The sensor 700 of Fig. 9B is also a U-shaped
sensor including a sensor support, housing or base 705
having a first base section 710a and a second base sec-
tion 710b connected by a flexible bridge 720. The sensor
base 705 is also preferably fabricated from a resilient
material such as a polyurethane; however, other flexible
materials and more rigid materials can be used. Each of
the first base section 710a and the second base section
710b supports a linear array of antennae 400. While each
of the antennae 400 are shown as being the same size,
the sizes of the antennae can vary to provide various
resonance frequencies of interest for the sensor or to
generally increase the bandwidth of the sensor and there-
fore frequency range over which it is sensitive.
[0068] Each of the antennae 400 of the sensor 700 of
Fig. 9B can be connected to a power source/measure-
ment device via individual wires or connective paths. Al-
ternatively, integrated power/signal splitters, as known
in the art, can be used. In that regard, as known in the
RF communications arts, power splitters can be integrat-
ed into microstrip (planar) antenna designs, such that an
array of antennae located on one layer can be fed through
apertures located on another layer which are in turn fed
by a power splitter and feeds on a third layer. This struc-
ture allows the simultaneous feeding of multiple trans-
mitting antennae with one input signal or connection 730.
Such a splitting method is also an effective method of
combining signals from multiple receiving antennae into
one signal or connection 740 to be processed. Adjust-
ments in phasing for the antennae that make up the trans-
mitting/receiving arrays can be done during the design
phase, but will be fixed once the device is fabricated. This
method can offer advantages in sensors of the present
invention by, for example, improving directionality and
therefore signal-to-noise ratio (SNR) for the sensor.
[0069] Fig. 23 illustrates another embodiment of a sen-
sor 750 of the present invention with sensor elements
comprising opposing directional planar antennae 752.
The directional planar antennae are structured similar to
the antennae used in the other sensors of the present
application with an antenna element 754 mounted be-
tween first and second substrates 756, 758 with shielding
759 surrounding the antennae except for the electromag-
netic emitting/receiving faces adjacent to tissue 761 be-
ing sensed. However, the directional planar antennae
752 are structured to emit microwaves from the ends or
edges 760 of the antennae 752 rather than from the pla-
nar faces of the antennae. Such antennae, referred to
as "edge-firing" types, are well known in the art and in-
clude Yagi, Quasi-Yagi, Tapered Slot, Vivaldi and others.
Fig. 24 illustrates an experimental mounting arrange-
ment wherein the angular orientations of the antennae
752 relative to each other can be varied. Currently, an
angular orientation θ’ of approximately 30° to a surface

of a body to be sensed, i.e., an angle θ’’ of approximately
120° relative to each other, is believed to be preferred;
however, the specific angular orientations can be any
reasonable value required for a given application and it
is contemplated that different angular orientations can
be used for each of the antennae.

Experimental Examples

1. Inorganic phantom experiments.

[0070] Several experiments demonstrating the use of
the sensors of the present invention were carried out us-
ing single and dual microstrip patch antenna configura-
tions and an inorganic phantom to represent human tis-
sue. Such inorganic phantoms provide the opportunity
to accurately control both the position and amount of a
simulated extravasation in an environment of generally
known and simple dielectric properties as compared to
human tissue.
[0071] Below approximately 1GHz, the wavelength be-
comes too large to provide adequate sensitivity to chang-
es of interest in the tissue and approaching and, beyond
10GHz, the penetration of the waves into the tissue be-
comes too small to provide adequate sensing depth.
Thus, the antennae of the present invention that were
used for this experiment were designed to resonate at
an intermediate frequency of approximately 4 GHz.
[0072] The microstrip antennae used in the studies
leading to the present invention were designed using Fi-
nite Difference Time Domain (FDTD), a well known mod-
eling technique. Standard equations, generally available
for well-understood geometries, were used to determine
approximate dimensions required for the resonant struc-
tures of the various antennae in the studies resulting in
the present invention. Following that, substrate thickness
was chosen to be a fraction of the wavelength corre-
sponding to the primary resonant mode of the resonant
structure. Finally, FDTD simulation techniques were
used to refine dimensions and determine the best loca-
tion for the feed connection. A FDTD software package
available from Remcom Inc. of State College, Pennsyl-
vania was used for the design of the antennae which
were then etched and fabricated using well known labo-
ratory techniques. As known in the art, moving a feed
point outward towards the edge of a square resonant
patch will (to, for example, induce circular polarization)
increases the impedance of the antenna. Ultimately an
impedance similar to the driving circuitry is desired to
maximize power transfer.
[0073] The microstrip antennae included a ceramic
material coated with thin layers of copper for the resonant
structure and ground plane as described above in con-
nection with Figs. 6 and 7A-7E. As known to those skilled
in the art, other materials, such as gold or silver, can be
used for the resonant structure. The phantom 800 includ-
ed emulated skin 810, comprising carbon-loaded foam,
an emulated fat layer 820, comprising glycerin, and a
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movable, emulated muscle bundle 830, comprising "Ul-
travist 370" contrast medium or contrast agent available
from Schering AG of Berlin, Germany as illustrated in
Figs. 10 and 11. The emulation materials were chosen
to approximate the dielectric properties of the tissues to
be emulated.
[0074] As illustrated in Figs. 12 and 13, single and dual
patch antenna configurations were arranged on the
phantom 800. An HP8510C network analyzer 900 was
used to generate a source signal and to determine the
response of the antenna(e) 350’ (see Fig. 6 and descrip-
tion above). Extravasation was emulated by filling a bal-
loon 850 with Ultravist 370 contrast medium. The balloon
850 was filled via tubing 860 in fluid connection with a
source of contrast medium (not shown). The thickness
of the emulated fat layer 820 in the configuration shown
in Figs. 10 and 11 was approximately 8mm. The balloon
850 was filled with the contrast agent Ultravist 370 and
placed between the muscle bundle 830 and the skin layer
810.
[0075] The microstrip patch antennae 350’, 350 were
designed to couple efficiently into tissue as described in
connection with Fig. 6. By spacing the resonating patch
element 370 from the skin layer 810 as illustrated in Fig.
6, one can reduce near-field loading. Furthermore, by
using high-permittivity ceramic material in the super-
strate 360 to provide this non-conductive spacing and
intrinsic impedance matching, energy coupling into tis-
sue can be increased. In these experiments of the sen-
sors of the present invention, the substrate thickness was
approximately 2.5 mm and the superstrate thickness was
approximately 1.5 mm. The relative permittivity values at
5GHz for each of the substrate 380 and the superstrate
360 were 10.2 and 20, respectively.

1A. Single Patch Antenna Experiments

[0076] In these experiments, a single antenna 350’
was applied to phantom 800 generally directly over the
extravasation site, i.e., the balloon 850. The configuration
is shown in Fig. 12. The emulated skin 810 and the mus-
cle bundle 830 were both in place during these experi-
ments. S11 measurements, i.e., microwaves transmitted
on a first antenna, port 1, and received on the same an-
tenna, port 1, were made using network analyzer 900 to
detect changes in the reflected energy created by the
antenna 300. The results from these experiments are
shown in Fig. 13. The baseline in the experiments cor-
responded to having the balloon 850 filled with approxi-
mately 1-2cc of Ultravist 370.

1 B. Dual Patch Antenna Experiments

[0077] The setup for the dual patch antenna configu-
ration is shown in Fig. 14. First, S11 measurements were
made with each of the patch antennae 350’ to determine
if the antennae 350’ resonated at similar frequencies and,
therefore, coupled effectively. The results of these meas-

urements are shown in Fig. 15. There was overlap in
primary resonance modes for each antenna and suffi-
cient S21 coupling, i.e., microwaves transmitted on a first
antenna, port 1, and received on a second antenna, port
2, occurred, although the match was not optimized and
can be readily improved to further increase coupling.
[0078] The separation between the substrates 380 of
the antennae in the dual patch antenna configuration of
Fig. 14 was approximately 1.0 cm, and the separation
between active resonant elements 370 was approxi-
mately 2.5 cm. As clear to one skilled in the art, the sub-
strate size can be changed, and separation distance can
be changed. Parameters such as directionality, tissue
coupling, data processing and signal processing were
not optimized in these experiments. The results for the
dual antenna configuration are shown in Fig. 16. The
baseline in this experiment corresponded to having the
balloon 850 filled with approximately 1-2cc of Ultravist
370.
[0079] The results of each of the single antenna ex-
periments and the dual antenna experiments indicate
that elevated fluid levels are readily detectible using the
sensors of the present invention in the detection system
of the present application by comparison of a measured
signal to a reference signal.

2. Organic phantom experiments.

[0080] Although the inorganic phantom experiments
described above indicate the sensitivity of the sensors
of the present invention to even slightly elevated fluid
levels, emulation of the "lossy" dielectric nature of human
skin using synthetic, inorganic materials is difficult. Thus,
further experiments were conducted on organic phan-
toms to confirm the sensitivity of the sensors of the
present invention to elevated or changing fluid levels in
organic tissue. In these experiments, chicken skin/tissue
was chosen as a model for human skin/tissue on the
basis of similarity in permittivity between chicken tissue
and human tissue. In general, human skin varies in thick-
ness from approximately 0.6 to 1.0 mm whereas chicken
skin is approximately 0.4 mm thick. Experiments were
thus performed with chicken phantoms having a single
skin layer and a double skin layer, to better emulate hu-
man skin.
[0081] In several experiments on chicken skin/tissue
phantoms, the bowtie sensors 500 were used to measure
change during simulated extravasation using Ultravist
370 contrast medium. In several sensors 500 used in the
studies leading to the present invention, the spacing be-
tween the antennae 400 was approximately 1.5 cm. Inner
corner feeds were used to induce circular polarization.
The substrate thickness was approximately 2.5 mm. The
superstrate thickness, the distance between the reso-
nant patch 410 and the outer surface plateau of the su-
perstrate 420, was approximately 1.25 mm. The resonant
structure 410 was square with a side length and width of
approximately 8mm. Margin widths d were approximate
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2mm. Taper angle θ of the superstrate 420 was approx-
imately 30°.
[0082] Fig. 17 illustrates attachment of the sensor 500
to a chicken phantom 1000. The chicken phantom 1100
was wrapped tightly in plastic wrap 1100 for purposes of
sanitation and to assist in maintaining the shape of the
phantom. The sensor 500 was positioned on top of the
plastic wrap 1100. Double sided adhesive tape 475, see
Fig. 7B, available from 3M under product number/name
1512, was applied to the bottom of the sensor 500 before
being coupling to chicken phantom 1000. In some stud-
ies, superglue was also placed between the double-sided
tape 475 and the plastic wrap 1100. Adhesive tape 575,
see Fig. 8D, was placed over the sensor 500 to secure
the sensor 500 to the chicken phantom 1000. Ultravist
370 contrast medium was injected/extravasated into
chicken phantom 1000 via a catheter 1200 connected to
a VISTORON CT® injector 1300 available from Medrad,
Inc. of Indianola, Pennsylvania via flexible tubing 1210.
[0083] Use of the injector 1300 enabled accurate con-
trol of flow rate and volume of injected contrast medium.
Contrast medium was injected at a flow rate of 2.5 cc/sec
up to a volume of 10 cc. Fig. 18 illustrates data in several
forms taken over a frequency range of 1 to 9 GHz from
a single-skin chicken phantom using the sensor 500 as
described above. In that regard, Fig. 18 sets forth S11
and S22 data, i.e., microwaves transmitted on a second
antenna, port 2, and received on the second antenna,
port 2, S21 magnitude data, "complex distance" data, S21
delta magnitude data and delta phase from baseline data.
[0084] Of the above manners of expressing measured
signal data, "complex distance" is believed to provide a
direct relationship between extravasated volume and
output. Other calculations that exhibit relationships to ex-
travasation or fluid level change include, but are not lim-
ited to, changes from the reference (baseline) in S21 mag-
nitude and S21 phase. Figs. 19A-19C illustrate "complex
distance" as a function of frequency and volume injected
in the upper graphs. The lower graphs of Figs. 19A-19C
set forth the maximum "complex distance" over the meas-
ured range frequencies as a function of volume.
[0085] Fig. 20 provides a graphic illustration of a "com-
plex distance" algorithm used in the studies leading to
the present invention for a single frequency. The algo-
rithm utilizes magnitude and phase information and en-
hances signal processing in frequency regions where sig-
nal coupling is strong. In one embodiment of the algo-
rithm, a reference or baseline signal (corresponding to 0
cc of injected contrast medium, for example) is first meas-
ured at each frequency or band of frequencies to be in-
vestigated. The magnitude and phase data are converted
to complex form, i.e., x + yi, and processed as illustrated
by Fig. 20, wherein the complex data points are plotted
on a complex plane having its abscissa as the real (Re)
part, x, and its ordinate as the imaginary (Im) part, y. The
reference or baseline magnitude and phase measure-
ments thus become points in the complex plane. The
magnitude and phase for measured data points are sim-

ilarly converted to complex form and also plotted on the
complex plane to become measured data points. The
scalar distance between each baseline point and each
measured data point at the corresponding frequency is
determined and each of these distances are referred to
herein as a "complex distance," see Fig. 20.
[0086] An alarm threshold can be defined for each fre-
quency so that a plurality of alarm thresholds correspond-
ing to the frequencies of the range of frequencies of in-
terest can be defined. Each given alarm threshold forms
a circle around a baseline point having a radius of some
pre-determined value that is above levels caused by ran-
dom noise or normal motion disturbances corresponding
to the alarm threshold, see the dashed circular line form-
ing an alarm loci in Fig. 20. The reference or baseline
points can be reestablished as necessary during use of
a sensor.
[0087] Rather than compare each point of measured
data to a baseline point, as suggested by Fig. 20, it is
also possible to determine a complex baseline curve
across a given range of frequencies and also a "complex
distance" curve across the same given range of frequen-
cies. The area under the "complex distance" curve can
then be determined and compared to a pre-determined
threshold value that is above levels caused by random
noise or normal motion disturbances. More particularly,
for this embodiment, the calculation of the area under
the "complex distance" curve across a frequency range
of interest yields one number that is compared to a ref-
erence or baseline number that can be found with the
same technique, i.e., by calculating the area under a ref-
erence or baseline curve across the frequency range of
interest.
[0088] In other words, the "complex distances" at the
various frequencies are calculated. At that step, instead
of comparing each "complex distance" to the threshold
at that point, one integrates all of the "complex distances"
in the frequency range of interest, providing the area un-
der the curve. The resultant value is compared to a
threshold number corresponding to the area under the
reference or baseline curve across the frequency range
of interest. Under the algorithm illustrated in Fig. 20, a
single "complex distance" at some frequency crossing
the threshold can trigger an alarm. In the case of com-
parison of integrated areas, however, a sufficiently strong
single "complex distance" or a group of such "complex
distances" are required to create a sum/integral that ex-
ceeds a threshold value. It is also possible, for example,
to accumulate individual "complex distance" compari-
sons with their corresponding thresholds and determine
that an alarm will be indicated only if a predetermined
number of the "complex distances" have exceeded their
thresholds.
[0089] It has been found that variations in the meas-
urement signals occur among different humans and
among different anatomical sites on the same human for
the same level of extravasation. Thus, for a given volume
of extravasation in, for example, two different tissue anat-
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omies, the "complex distance" calculation may yield sig-
nificantly different values. To correct for such differences,
the baseline or reference S21 magnitude curves are nor-
malized by multiplying every point in the reference S21
curve to force the peak value (or area under the curve)
to equal one and then multiplying all subsequent meas-
urement curves, curves created during actual operation
of the detection system, by the same factor. Such nor-
malization has been found to make the "complex dis-
tance" values more consistent when similar subcutane-
ous tissue changes occur in two different human subjects
or in two different anatomical sites on the same human.
[0090] Figs. 19A and 19B correspond to experiments
with double skin chicken phantoms 1000, while Fig. 19C
corresponds to an experiment with a single skin chicken
phantom 1000. The data of Fig. 18 and Fig. 19C are taken
from the same experiment.
[0091] In Fig. 19A a gradual signal increase is ob-
served as the volume of injected contrast medium in-
creases. In Fig. 19B, a signal plateau is reached at in-
jection of approximately 2 cc of contrast medium, indic-
ative of signal saturation in the field of the sensor. In Fig.
19C, the signal increases to a maximum at approximately
4 cc of injected contrast medium and then subsequently
decreases as more contrast medium is injected. It is be-
lieved, that tissue rupture may have led to dissipation of
contrast medium from the tissue in the field of the sensor
500 in the experiment of Figs. 18 and 19C. Figs. 19A
through 19C indicate that the sensors of the present in-
vention are sensitive to even small volumes of fluid in
organic tissue. Moreover, it is possible that even infor-
mation regarding the nature of, for example, an extrava-
sated bolus of fluid can be provided by the sensors of
the present invention. In that regard, the shape of the
"complex distance" curve can, for example, indicate
whether the fluid is pooled in the field of the sensor or
dissipated therefrom.

3. Human subject experiments.

[0092] The sensor 500 was also studied in several ex-
periments with human subjects. In several such studies,
signal output was measured at six different sites, for ex-
ample side, abdominal, and upper forearm areas, having
varying fat layer thicknesses as determined by skin fold
measurements. Such measurements indicated fat layers
of 2.5, 3.0, 4.0, 5.0, 8.0 and 12.0 mm.
[0093] Figs. 21A and 21 B set forth S11 and S22 data,
S21 magnitude data, "complex distance" data, S21 delta
magnitude data and delta phase from baseline data for
each of the fat layer thicknesses over a frequency range
of approximately 1 to 9 GHZ in two studies. The data
demonstrate good skin and fat penetration of the energy
of the sensor 500 into human tissue at all the fat thick-
nesses studied.
[0094] The effect of patient motion on the output signal
of the sensor 500 was also studied. In these experiments,
the underside of the sensor 500, including the antennae

400, was covered with double-sided adhesive tape 475
as illustrated in connection with Fig. 7A. In several ex-
periments, the double-sided tape was then placed in di-
rect contact with the patients skin in the area of the an-
tecubital fossa. Adhesive tape 575 was then placed over
the sensor 500. The subject’s arm was strapped in a jig
to limit certain arm movements and the subject was led
through six different arm position. In position 1 or the
baseline position, the subject extended his or her arm to
a straight position with the palm open and facing inward.
In position 2, the subject clenched his or her fist. In po-
sition 3, the subject bent his or her elbow approximately
45° inward and opened his or her hand. In position 4, the
subject maintained the elbow angle of position 3 and
clenched his or her fist. In position 5, the subject main-
tained the elbow angle of positions 3 and 4 and supana-
ted the wrist. In position 6, the arm was straightened and
the wrist flexed.
[0095] Figs. 22A and 22B set forth S11 and S22 data,
S21 magnitude data, "complex distance" data, S21 delta
magnitude data and delta phase from baseline data for
each of the above positions over a frequency range of
approximately 1 to 9 GHZ in two studies. The data dem-
onstrate that the effect of patient motion on the output
signal or motion artifact is not large as compared to the
signal effect of fluid introduction found in the phantom
studies. Thus, motion artifacts will not present a substan-
tial problem in, for example, detection of extravasation,
and the effects of such artifacts can be further reduced
via data manipulation such as averaging. In the studies
of Fig. 22B, precaution was taken to prevent contact and
excessive motion of the cable leads to the antennae 400.
Such precautions were found to decrease motion arti-
facts as compared to the studies of Fig. 22A. It was de-
termined that stray energy transfer traveling on the out-
side of the cables or crosstalk can cross from one cable
to the other and back down to the opposite antenna(e).
In this scenario, the motion of the cables will impact this
stray energy and therefore its impact on the measure-
ment signal. Furthermore, stray energy emitted by the
transmitting antenna(e) can be reflected by nearby mov-
ing body parts such that the amount of stray energy scat-
tered to the receiving antenna(e) can vary and impact
the measured signal. Techniques such as proper shield-
ing to minimize stray energy leakage and reception are
therefore desirable. In addition to preventing contact and
excessive motion of cable leads, it is also possible to
user wireless transmission to reduce artifact.

Claims

1. A sensor comprising at least two sensor elements,
each sensor element comprising
a substrate (430, 430"),
a superstrate (410, 410") mounted to said substrate
(430, 430") and having a base (B) facing said sub-
strate (430, 430") and an outer surface extending
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away from said substrate (430, 430"), said outer sur-
face having a transitional periphery (421) intercon-
necting said base (B) to an outer surface plateau
(423) extending over at least a central portion of said
superstrate (410, 410"), and
a generally planar antenna element (420, 420") ac-
commodated by and mounted between said sub-
strate (430, 430") and said superstrate (410, 410"),
wherein at least a portion of said transitional periph-
ery (421) of said outer surface of said superstrate
(410, 410") has a generally smooth transition from
said base (B) to said surface plateau (423),
characterized in that
said sensor further comprises a housing (505, 605,
705) supporting said at least two sensor elements,
whereby said housing (505, 605, 705) is shaped and
said sensor elements are positioned within said
housing (505, 605, 705) to permit visual observation
and palpation of body tissue interposed between
said at least two sensor elements.

2. A sensor as claimed in claim 1 wherein said housing
(505, 605, 705) comprises a resilient material.

3. A sensor as claimed in claim 2 wherein said resilient
material comprises polyurethane.

4. A sensor as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 3
wherein said housing (505) is shaped like a bowtie
having two expanded portions (510a, 510b) inter-
connected by a portion (520) more narrow than said
expanded portions (510a, 510b), each of said two
expanded portions (510a, 510b) having at least one
sensor element housed therein.

5. A sensor as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 3
wherein said housing (605, 705) having first and sec-
ond elongated portions (610a, 610b; 710a, 710b) in-
terconnected by a third elongated portion (620; 720),
each of said first and second elongated portions
(610a, 610b; 710a, 710b) having at least one sensor
element housed therein.

6. A sensor as claimed in claim 5 wherein said third
elongated portion (620; 720) is positioned at one end
of said two elongated portions (610a, 610b; 710a,
710b) so that said sensor housing (605, 705) is gen-
erally U-shaped to permit visual observation and pal-
pation of body tissue interposed within the open end
of said U-shaped housing.

7. A sensor as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 6
wherein said transitional periphery (421) of at least
two of said at least two sensor elements are posi-
tioned to be directed toward one another.

8. A sensor as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 7 com-
prising at least four sensor elements, said at least

four sensor elements defining at least two electro-
magnetic wave transmitters and at least two of said
sensor elements defining at least two electromag-
netic wave receiver elements, said at least two elec-
tromagnetic wave transmitters being positioned op-
posite said at least two electromagnetic wave receiv-
ers.

9. A sensor as claimed in claim 8 wherein said portions
of said transitional periphery (421) of said at least
two electromagnetic wave transmitters is positioned
toward said at least two electromagnetic wave re-
ceivers.

10. A sensor as claimed in claim 9 wherein said portions
of said transitional periphery (421) of said at least
two electromagnetic wave receivers is positioned to-
ward said at least two electromagnetic wave trans-
mitters.

11. A sensor as claimed in any one of claims 8 to 10
wherein said at least two electromagnetic wave
transmitters are separated from said at least two
electromagnetic wave receivers by body tissue to be
monitored by electromagnetic waves.

12. A sensor as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 11
wherein said planar antenna elements (420, 420")
of said at least two sensor elements are square and
are electrically contacted adjacent inner corners of
said elements.

13. A sensor as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 12
wherein said transitional periphery (411’, 421) has a
linear taper so that said outer surface forms a trun-
cated pyramid.

14. A sensor as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 12
wherein said transitional periphery (411’, 421) is cur-
vilinear.

15. A sensor as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 14
wherein said planar antenna element (420, 420’,
420") comprises a rectangular electrically conduc-
tive patch.

16. A sensor as claimed in claim 15 wherein said planar
antenna element (420, 420’, 420") is square and is
electrically contacted adjacent a corner of said ele-
ment to generate circularly polarized electromagnet-
ic wave signals.

17. A sensor as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 14
wherein said planar antenna element (420, 420’,
420") comprises a generally circular electrically con-
ductive patch.

18. A sensor as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 17
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further comprising an electrically conductive shield
(450, 450’, 450") around at least a portion of said
substrate to form an electrically conductive cavity
(C).

19. A sensor as claimed in claim 18 wherein a resonance
mode of said antenna element (420, 420’, 420") is
matched to a resonance mode of said cavity (C) so
that said antenna element and said cavity resonate
together.

20. A sensor as claimed in claim 19, wherein said an-
tenna element and said cavity are rectangular, said
resonance mode of said antenna element corre-
sponds to a diagonal measurement of said antenna
element and said resonance mode of said cavity cor-
responds to a side dimension of said cavity.

21. A sensor as claimed in any one of claims 18 to 20
wherein said antenna element and said cavity are
congruent squares.

22. A sensor as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 21
wherein said antenna element is mounted to said
substrate and said superstrate is removably mount-
ed to said substrate.

23. A sensor as claimed in claim 22 wherein said outer
surface of said superstrate includes adhesive for se-
curing said sensor element to said body tissue.

24. A sensor as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 23
wherein said substrate and said superstrate com-
prise a high permittivity, low loss material.

25. A sensor as claimed in claim 24 wherein said super-
strate comprises a ceramic material.

26. A sensor element as claimed in claim 24 or 25 where-
in said superstrate comprises a material with an in-
trinsic impedance substantially the same as the sur-
face impedance of tissue into which electromagnetic
waves are to be injected and/or from which electro-
magnetic waves are to be received.

27. A sensor element as claimed in any one of claims
24 to 26 wherein said material comprises magnesi-
um calcium titanium dioxide.

28. A sensor element as claimed in any one of claims 1
to 27 wherein said generally planar antenna element
is secured to said substrate.

29. A sensor element as claimed in claim 28 wherein
said base of said superstrate includes an indentation
sized to receive said generally planar antenna ele-
ment.

30. A sensor element as claimed in claim 29 wherein
said indentation in said substrate is formed to ac-
commodate an electrical connection (460, 460’,
460") to said generally planar antenna element.

Patentansprüche

1. Sensor, umfassend wenigstens zwei Sensorele-
mente, wobei jedes Sensorelement folgendes um-
fasst:

ein Substrat (430, 430"),
ein Superstrat (410, 410"), das an dem Substrat
(430, 430") angebracht ist und eine Basis (B),
die dem Substrat (430, 430") gegenübersteht,
und eine äußere Oberfläche, die sich von dem
Substrat (430, 430") weg erstreckt, aufweist,
wobei die äußere Oberfläche eine Übergangs-
peripherie (421) aufweist, welche die Basis (B)
mit einem Plateau der äußeren Oberfläche
(423), das sich über wenigstens einen Mittelab-
schnitt des Superstrats (410, 410") erstreckt,
verbindet, und
ein im Allgemeinen ebenes Antennenelement
(420, 420"), das von dem Substrat (430, 430")
und dem Superstrat (410, 410") aufgenommen
und dazwischen angebracht ist, wobei wenig-
stens ein Teil der Übergangsperipherie (421)
der äußeren Oberfläche des Superstrats (410,
410") einen im Allgemeinen glatten Übergang
von der Basis (B) zu dem Oberflächenplateau
(423) aufweist,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass
der Sensor ferner ein Gehäuse (505, 605, 705)
umfasst, welches die wenigstens zwei Sensor-
elemente trägt, wobei das Gehäuse (505, 605,
705) so geformt ist und die Sensorelemente so
in dem Gehäuse (505, 605, 705) angeordnet
sind, dass die visuelle Beobachtung und die Be-
tastung von Körpergewebe, das zwischen die
wenigstens zwei Sensorelemente eingescho-
ben ist, ermöglicht ist.

2. Sensor gemäß Anspruch 1, wobei das Gehäuse
(505, 605, 705) ein nachgiebiges Material umfasst.

3. Sensor gemäß Anspruch 2, wobei das nachgiebige
Material Polyurethan umfasst.

4. Sensor gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 3, wobei
das Gehäuse (505) wie eine Schleifenkrawatte (Flie-
ge) geformt ist, die zwei ausgedehnte Abschnitte
(510a, 510b) aufweist, welche durch einen Abschnitt
(520) verbunden sind, der schmäler als die ausge-
dehnten Abschnitte (510a, 510b) ist, wobei jeder der
beiden ausgedehnten Abschnitte (510a, 510b) we-
nigstens ein darin aufgenommenes Sensorelement
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aufweist.

5. Sensor gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 3, wobei
das Gehäuse (605, 705) erste und zweite langge-
streckte Abschnitte (610a, 610b; 710a, 710b) auf-
weist, die durch einen dritten langgestreckten Ab-
schnitt (620; 720) miteinander verbunden sind, wo-
bei jeder der ersten und zweiten langgestreckten Ab-
schnitte (610a, 610b; 710a, 710b) wenigstens ein
darin aufgenommenes Sensorelement aufweist.

6. Sensor gemäß Anspruch 5, wobei der dritte langge-
streckte Abschnitt (620; 720) an einem Ende der bei-
den langgestreckten Abschnitte (610a, 610b; 710a,
710b) angeordnet ist, so dass das Sensorgehäuse
(605, 705) im Allgemeinen U-förmig ist, um die visu-
elle Beobachtung und die Betastung von Körperge-
webe, das in das offenen Ende des U-förmigen Ge-
häuses eingeschoben ist, zu ermöglichen.

7. Sensor gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 6, wobei
die Übergangsperipherien (421) von wenigstens
zwei der wenigstens zwei Sensorelemente so ange-
ordnet sind, dass sie aufeinander zu gerichtet sind.

8. Sensor gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 7, umfas-
send wenigstens vier Sensorelemente, wobei die
wenigstens vier Sensorelemente wenigstens zwei
Sender von elektromagnetischen Wellen definieren,
und wenigstens zwei der Sensorelemente wenig-
stens zwei Empfängerelemente für elektromagneti-
sche Wellen definieren, wobei die wenigstens zwei
Sender von elektromagnetischen Wellen den wenig-
stens zwei Empfängern von elektromagnetischen
Wellen gegenüberstehend angeordnet sind.

9. Sensor gemäß Anspruch 8, wobei die Abschnitte der
Übergangsperipherie (421) der wenigstens zwei
Sender von elektromagnetischen Wellen auf die we-
nigstens zwei Empfänger von elektromagnetischen
Wellen hin gerichtet angeordnet sind.

10. Sensor gemäß Anspruch 9, wobei die Abschnitte der
Übergangsperipherie (421) der wenigstens zwei
Empfänger von elektromagnetischen Wellen auf die
wenigstens zwei Sender von elektromagnetischen
Wellen hin gerichtet angeordnet sind.

11. Sensor gemäß einem der Ansprüche 8 bis 10, wobei
die wenigstens zwei Sender von elektromagneti-
schen Wellen von den wenigstens zwei Empfängern
von elektromagnetischen Wellen durch Körperge-
webe getrennt sind, das durch elektromagnetische
Wellen zu überwachen ist.

12. Sensor gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 11, wobei
die ebenen Antennenelemente (420, 420") der we-
nigstens zwei Sensorelemente quadratisch sind und

den Innenecken der Elemente benachbart elektrisch
kontaktiert sind.

13. Sensor gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 12, wobei
die Übergangsperipherie (411’, 421) eine lineare Ab-
schrägung aufweist, so dass die äußere Oberfläche
eine abgeschnittene Pyramide bildet.

14. Sensor gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 12, wobei
die Übergangsperipherie (411’, 421) gekrümmt ist.

15. Sensor gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 14, wobei
das ebene Antennenelement (420, 420’, 420") ein
rechteckiges, elektrisch leitendes Stück umfasst.

16. Sensor gemäß Anspruch 15, wobei das ebene An-
tennenelement (420, 420’, 420") quadratisch ist und
einer Ecke des Elements benachbart elektrisch kon-
taktiert ist, um zirkularpolarisierte elektromagneti-
sche Wellensignale zu erzeugen.

17. Sensor gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 14, wobei
das ebene Antennenelement (420, 420’, 420") ein
im Allgemeinen kreisförmiges, elektrisch leitendes
Stück umfasst.

18. Sensor gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 17, ferner
umfassend eine elektrisch leitende Abschirmung
(450, 450’, 450") um wenigstens einen Abschnitt des
Substrats, wodurch eine elektrisch leitende Kavität
(C) gebildet wird.

19. Sensor gemäß Anspruch 18, wobei ein Resonanz-
modus des Antennenelements (420, 420’, 420") auf
einen Resonanzmodus der Kavität (C) abgestimmt
ist, so dass das Antennenelement und die Kavität
zusammen in Resonanz schwingen.

20. Sensor gemäß Anspruch 19, wobei das Antennen-
element und die Kavität recheckig sind, der Reso-
nanzmodus des Antennenelements einer Diago-
nalabmessung des Antennenelements entspricht
und der Resonanzmodus der Kavität einer Seiten-
abmessung der Kavität entspricht.

21. Sensor gemäß einem der Ansprüche 18 bis 20, wo-
bei das Antennenelement und die Kavität deckungs-
gleiche Quadrate sind.

22. Sensor gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 21, wobei
das Antennenelement an dem Substrat angebracht
ist, und das Superstrat entfernbar an dem Substrat
angebracht ist.

23. Sensor gemäß Anspruch 22, wobei die äußere Ober-
fläche der Superstrats Haftmittel zum Befestigen des
Sensorelements an dem Körpergewebe umfasst.
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24. Sensor gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 23, wobei
das Substrat und das Superstrat ein Material mit ho-
her Permittivität und niedrigem Verlust umfassen.

25. Sensor gemäß Anspruch 24, wobei das Superstrat
ein keramisches Material umfasst.

26. Sensorelement gemäß Anspruch 24 oder 25, wobei
das Superstrat ein Material umfasst, dessen Eigen-
impedanz im Wesentlichen gleich ist wie die Ober-
flächenimpedanz des Gewebes, in welches elektro-
magnetische Wellen eingesendet und/oder aus wel-
chem elektromagnetische Wellen empfangen wer-
den sollen.

27. Sensorelement gemäß einem der Ansprüche 24 bis
26, wobei das Material Magnesiumcalciumtitandi-
oxid umfasst.

28. Sensorelement gemäß einem der Ansprüche 1 bis
27, wobei das im Allgemeinen ebene Antennenele-
ment an dem Substrat befestigt ist.

29. Sensorelement gemäß Anspruch 28, wobei die Ba-
sis des Superstrats eine Vertiefung mit Abmessun-
gen zum Aufnehmen des im Allgemeinen ebenen
Antennenelements umfasst.

30. Sensorelement gemäß Anspruch 29, wobei die Ver-
tiefung in dem Substrat zum Aufnehmen einer elek-
trischen Verbindung (460, 460’, 460") zu dem im All-
gemeinen ebenen Antennenelement geformt ist.

Revendications

1. Capteur comprenant au moins deux éléments de
capteur, chaque élément de capteur comprenant
une couche inférieure (430, 430")
une couche supérieure (410, 410") montée sur ladite
couche inférieure (430, 430") et ayant une base (B)
faisant face à ladite couche inférieure (430, 430") et
une surface externe s’étendant à distance de ladite
couche inférieure (430, 430"), ladite surface externe
ayant une périphérie de transition (421) interconnec-
tant ladite base (B) à un plateau de surface externe
(423) s’étendant sur au moins une partie centrale de
ladite couche supérieure (410, 410’’), et
un élément d’antenne généralement plane (420,
420’’) contenu par et monté entre ladite couche in-
férieure (430, 430") et ladite couche supérieure (410,
410"), dans lequel au moins une partie de ladite pé-
riphérie de transition (421) de ladite surface externe
de ladite couche supérieure (410, 410") a générale-
ment une transition progressive depuis ladite base
(B) vers ledit plateau de surface (423),
caractérisé en ce que
ledit capteur comprend en outre un logement (505,

605, 705) supportant lesdits au moins deux éléments
de capteur, de sorte que ledit logement (505, 605,
705) est formé et lesdits éléments de capteur sont
positionnés à l’intérieur dudit logement (505, 605,
705) pour permettre l’observation visuelle et la pal-
pation du tissu corporel interposé entre lesdits au
moins deux éléments de capteur.

2. Capteur selon la revendication 1 dans lequel ledit
logement (505, 605, 705) comprend un matériau
élastique.

3. Capteur selon la revendication 2 dans lequel ledit
matériau élastique comprend du polyuréthane.

4. Capteur selon l’une quelconque des revendications
1 à 3 dans lequel ledit logement (505) est formé com-
me un noeud papillon ayant deux parties expansées
(510a, 510b) interconnectées par une partie (520)
plus étroite que lesdites parties expansées (510a,
510b), chacune desdites deux parties expansées
(510a, 510b) ayant au moins un élément de capteur
logé à l’intérieur.

5. Capteur selon l’une quelconque des revendications
1 à 3 dans lequel ledit logement (605, 705) ayant
des première et deuxième parties allongées (610a,
610b; 710a, 710b) interconnectées par une troisiè-
me partie allongée (620; 720), chacune desdites pre-
mière et deuxième parties allongées (610a, 610b;
710a, 710b) ayant au moins un élément de capteur
logé à l’intérieur.

6. Capteur selon la revendication 5 dans lequel ladite
troisième partie allongée (620; 720) est positionnée
au niveau d’une extrémité desdites deux parties al-
longées (610a, 610b; 710a, 710b) de façon à ce que
ledit logement de capteur (605, 705) soit générale-
ment en forme de U pour permettre l’observation vi-
suelle et la palpation du tissu corporel interposé à
l’intérieur de l’extrémité ouverte dudit logement en
forme de U.

7. Capteur selon l’une quelconque des revendications
1 à 6 dans lequel ladite périphérie de transition (421)
d’au moins deux desdits au moins deux éléments de
capteur sont positionnés pour être dirigés l’un vers
l’autre.

8. Capteur selon l’une quelconque des revendications
1 à 7 comprenant au moins quatre éléments de cap-
teur, lesdits au moins quatre éléments de capteur
définissant au moins deux transmetteurs d’ondes
électromagnétiques et au moins deux desdits élé-
ments de capteur définissant au moins deux élé-
ments récepteurs d’ondes électromagnétiques, les-
dits au moins deux transmetteurs d’ondes électro-
magnétiques étant positionnés de manière opposée
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auxdits au moins deux récepteurs d’ondes électro-
magnétiques.

9. Capteur selon la revendication 8 dans lequel lesdites
parties de ladite périphérie de transition (421) des-
dits au moins deux transmetteurs d’ondes électro-
magnétiques est positionnée vers lesdits au moins
deux récepteurs d’ondes électromagnétiques.

10. Capteur selon la revendication 9 dans lequel lesdites
parties de ladite périphérie de transition (421) des-
dits au moins deux récepteurs d’ondes électroma-
gnétiques est positionnée vers lesdits au moins deux
transmetteurs d’ondes électromagnétiques.

11. Capteur selon l’une quelconque des revendications
8 à 10 dans lequel lesdits au moins deux transmet-
teurs d’ondes électromagnétiques sont séparés des-
dits au moins deux récepteurs d’ondes électroma-
gnétiques par du tissu corporel qui doit être surveillé
par des ondes électromagnétiques.

12. Capteur selon l’une quelconque des revendications
1 à 11 dans lequel lesdits éléments d’antenne planes
(420, 420") desdits au moins deux éléments de cap-
teur sont carrés et sont électriquement mis en con-
tact de manière adjacente aux coins internes desdits
éléments.

13. Capteur selon l’une quelconque des revendications
1 à 12 dans lequel ladite périphérie de transition
(411’, 421) a un cône linéaire de façon à ce que ladite
surface externe forme une pyramide tronquée.

14. Capteur selon l’une quelconque des revendications
1 à 12 dans lequel ladite périphérie de transition
(411’, 421) est curvilinéaire.

15. Capteur selon l’une quelconque des revendications
1 à 14 dans lequel ledit élément d’antenne plane
(420, 420’, 420") comprend un patch rectangulaire
électriquement conducteur.

16. Capteur selon la revendication 15 dans lequel ledit
élément d’antenne plane (420, 420’, 420") est carré
et électriquement mis en contact de manière adja-
cente à un coin dudit élément pour générer des si-
gnaux d’ondes électromagnétiques polarisés de ma-
nière circulaire.

17. Capteur selon l’une quelconque des revendications
1 à 14 dans lequel ledit élément d’antenne plane
(420, 420’, 420’’) comprend un patch généralement
circulaire électriquement conducteur.

18. Capteur selon l’une quelconque des revendications
1 à 17 comprenant en outre une protection électri-
quement conductrice (450, 450’, 450") autour d’au

moins une partie de ladite couche inférieure pour
former une cavité électriquement conductrice (C).

19. Capteur selon la revendication 18 dans lequel un
mode de résonance dudit élément d’antenne (420,
420’, 420") est mis en correspondance avec un mode
de résonance de ladite cavité (C) de façon à ce que
ledit élément d’antenne et ladite cavité résonnent
ensemble.

20. Capteur selon la revendication 19, dans lequel ledit
élément d’antenne et ladite cavité sont rectangulai-
res, ledit mode de résonance dudit élément d’anten-
ne correspond à une mesure diagonale dudit élé-
ment d’antenne et ledit mode de résonance de ladite
cavité correspond à une dimension latérale de ladite
cavité.

21. Capteur selon l’une quelconque des revendications
18 à 20 dans lequel ledit élément d’antenne et ladite
cavité sont des carrés congruents.

22. Capteur selon l’une quelconque des revendications
1 à 21 dans lequel ledit élément d’antenne est monté
sur ladite couche inférieure et ladite couche supé-
rieure est montée de manière amovible sur ladite
couche inférieure.

23. Capteur selon la revendication 22 dans lequel ladite
surface externe de ladite couche supérieure com-
prend un adhésif pour fixer ledit élément de capteur
audit tissu corporel.

24. Capteur selon l’une quelconque des revendications
1 à 23 dans lequel ladite couche inférieure et ladite
couche supérieure comprennent un matériau à fai-
bles pertes, haute permittivité.

25. Capteur selon la revendication 24 dans lequel ladite
couche supérieure comprend un matériau en céra-
mique.

26. Élément de capteur selon la revendication 24 ou 25
dans lequel ladite couche supérieure comprend un
matériau avec une impédance intrinsèque essentiel-
lement la même que l’impédance de surface du tissu
à l’intérieur duquel des ondes électromagnétiques
doivent être injectées et/ou depuis lequel des ondes
électromagnétiques doivent être reçues.

27. Élément de capteur selon l’une quelconque des re-
vendications 24 à 26 dans lequel ledit matériau com-
prend du dioxyde de titane, du calcium et du magné-
sium.

28. Élément de capteur selon l’une quelconque des re-
vendications 1 à 27 dans lequel ledit élément d’an-
tenne généralement plane est fixé à ladite couche
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inférieure.

29. Élément de capteur selon la revendication 28 dans
lequel ladite base de ladite couche supérieure com-
prend une indentation dimensionnée pour recevoir
ledit élément d’antenne généralement plane.

30. Élément de capteur selon la revendication 29 dans
lequel ladite indentation dans ladite couche inférieu-
re est formée pour contenir une connexion électrique
(460, 460’, 460") audit élément d’antenne générale-
ment plane.
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